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wrath, and trom thence ariſe Fears and 


at 
Jealouſies, fo there's no good Intelli- Aqeb 
gence , nothing but Heart-rilings and WL 
Suſpirions ,-and from thence proceeds JR 
 Enmity and Hatred : therefore the God If at 


of Love hath conſecrated a new way, 1 
that though your. Majeſty hath finned IF tt 
( which you will not-deny ) you ſhall IF is 
not die, he will not impute your fins to | a 
you , but will forgive them , and blot 
them out,. and lay them ali upon Jeſus; 
he ſhall die for you, and indergs the 
burden of your fins, and the Wrath of 
God for them, & let all the world know 
that he doth thus for his People. (of 
whom I have ſtrong confidence that 
| your Majeſty is) he bath ſent his Son in- 
to the world in our fleſh, to ſuffer in our 
ſight, and to certifie every particular 
Soul that he doth this for him, he ſends 
his Spirit into the hearts of his People, 
to give them the true knowledge of the 
things that are freely giverito-them of 
©. God, even to lead them into all-Truth, 
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and thar Spirit Ipeaks'nothing burrheſe 


Religion rowards God, or in his Life 
and Converſation amongſt men, are 
Truths in Juſtice, not in Love all thoſe 
things are of the firſt Covenant; 'which 
is therefore call'd the Covenant of Works, 
and is direfted by the Law ( which dif 
erence 1s betwixt your Majeſties Par- 
don to:a Malefa&tor by Grace,and your 
Penal Laws.) And the Law makes nothing 
perfeft,(as Puul ſaith) but the bringing in of 


"wherein all the Promiſes of God are 
Chriſt, by whom fins are forgiven, 'the 
heart is renewed, the Law, that Hand- 
writing - that 1-4 againſt us ,' is cancelled, 
Soul is implanted into Jeſus by the Fa- 


through him with the Father, and 
I A-3: 
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Achings ,* for there is no other truth in. 
Y Love ; for what man ought to do in his 


a better hope ; which hope is of the latter 
Covenant, which is a Covenant of Grace; 


made good upon the Soul through 


Satan is overcome, Sin is ſubdued, the 


ther,. and ſo is made one with Chrift, &, 
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_ aAB&Bwſi ſe Deatratory. 
and the. Father {ug with him,dwell wit '$ { 
- him,” and the Spirit is-giver:to mortitie- 4 + 


the Luſts of the Fleſh; and to be a-wit- F * 
|: nels in them that they are the Sons of } 4 
| God, which cauſes them ( as natural } i 
Children) to love-God above all things. 1 


q Here is a brief view of your Majeſties } -* 
| Souls portion from the God:of Mercies, - Þ -* 
F &- by. this means only be ſtills the raging of 


the Sea, ſtays the madneſs of the People,even. I -! 
caſes your Subjects to-honour you Ma- y 
jelty, and all Magiſtrates , ra:obey all 
your Laws, to pay 2ll your Dues, and v 
ro walk-in all ſubjeCtion freely, as being J 


thereto ordain'd-of: God, content with... i * 
their condicion, willingito ſuffer wrongs, | 
| becauſe it is their ioving Fathers plteaſore | 4 
} that they that with {rve' godly in Chriſt muſt 
faffer af fiif}ion, for they know: allo, that | 
aKiction is good for them, to. wean 
J chem from the world, thar chey may | * 
iveas {trangers and pilgrirtis in it, feek- | © 
we after a better and more exduring-babitation, | 


Wed beaver. AndGod: doth fo 
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them he,makes 4 ;Gavenant. avith.the 
foaes .of the. cant .and»þeafts..of the 
ifeld ;1ar fbgir , prayers the: heavens are 
{hur -9r:opgnes, - Where: there aſc adtew 
-of- zhem, Cities, oricKingdoms. are {pa- 


E ed ( hich, aflagn.asd4hey. ALC takema- 


way, are madenthbeMemartals.of: Gods 
terrible\Judgments.) And ta-bisPReople 


Fathers, ang '"Quecnsio be their aurlin 
Mozhers,chat he ſupcram,qroguer ahich 


:2e\bath ardained.on earch, maybe exer- 


giled fortheir»proſeryation »for opriSa- 
yiournhimlelt-reftitfierh , that what 41s 


age toany:iof thoſe his juxleaner, ts done-to 


hm, ,andhbe that miniſtrech .not.to them, 
he:minyteethnort ro him, We wav! wilkbe oY 
hidtochis:charge : in.the Day.of !Judg- | 
ment. This: aſe: David, chavKing "5 
and Pzopher, -and3man, ifrenGads own 
heart, 4 roexborvall Kings; 4 
Broujeramthentoe, 0.ge:iKings,) belleam- +4 
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—_ - The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
"edge Judges of the earth, ſerve the Lord in 
fear, rejpyce to bim with: reverence, kiſs the © 
Son, &c., that. is, have regard to his lit- 


tle ones, prote&tthem-from violence, for 


they are hated by the world ; make all 
your Laws,execute your [udgments,not | 

. againſt them, but for. them + for you | 
- xan do nothing for God, but what you | 
1 | dofor thern, is accepted of God,as done 
for himfelf; as David faid, My goodneſs 
; extendeth not tothee, but to the Samts that are 

: 0n the earth. And our Saviour faith, 
: whoſoever gaveth a Cup of. cold water to one of 
 thefe little ones in the Name of a Diſciple, ſhall 
nat loſe bis reward... And. the God of Mer- 
cies (praiſed be his Name) hath magai- 
hed your. Majeſty. above others, hath 
ſetche Crown of many Kingdoms upon 
your Head, hath ler you ſee the Day of 
Affliction, and brought you again t@ 
Honour, : and for no other end, but that 
you may be a Nurſe to his Church, and 
comiprt and-honour his afflited Ones ; 
hereby gnly will it appear that you love 
ok Wi "hs 
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the Lord Jetus ; notin externab exe 
of Religion, -as'to build Churches, Ho 
ſpitals, or the like, which are alſo very 
good and. acceptable to God , when 


| they are donie obit of pure Charity ; for 
WY herequireth that his People be merciful as 


be is merciful, but-that which he moſt 
chiefly. requires, is todefend his little 
Ones from them that are too ftrong for 
them ; for which end they do not re- 


quire that their way of Religion might 


be eftabliſh'd, and all others {uppreſt (as 
ſome Profeſſors:do) nor that a Tolera- 


tion for all Forms miight be granted (as 


others deſire) they heartily delire that 
all Laws may be executed for the ' well _ 


governing/of man amongſt men; they * 


acknowledge themſelves have need to 
be kept in ſubjection by Laws.- there- 
fore they honour every Magiſtrate thae - 


hath Authority under your Mafjefty-for AI 


that end. They only beſeech your'Ma- 
jeſty that nothing might be brought in- 
to the Church but Chrift crucified; which 
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The Eniele Debi. 


isthe Þ Fawer aud VV dow of God unto Salna- Þ 
ties ; for by it is man zegenerated, mage * 
of a Sinner 2 yn. of :Gad , without | 
which man lies dead.in fia, and @an.do | 
gtbing that is gaod, and well;pleaſing” || 
to\Gad. Chr preagh'd this :to Nico- 
demys, all the Apoſtles, whoſe Epiſtles || 
we bave, tsſtifethe ſame, the Law and | 
the Prap fb gave. witng{s to it; | forthe 


Tp: BY all yager fan, chat all 
may.be {aved meerly by: Grace; it hagh 
been the lubtilty of Saran-everdince the 


Goſpel was farſt preached, toperbvade ; 


menthat it is ncedfal ;tojoynifamething 
to this Dottrine, whereby falſe :Apo- 
files firſt joyned Circumcifion, andkeep- 
ing of «6s Law, and all Foreas of Re- 
lig lon eyer {ance have continued to/jayn 
ch ic keeping of the:-Law, fame.in 
ene Manner, andſome:tn another, that 
FANS OWN righteouſneſs which isof the 
Law, may! "YE upholden, and the. righ- 
| ccouſneſs of -Gad, which 15 by:Eaith:in 


| Jets, may! he' caſt Qut ; kar though 
they 
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J Tho Epiſtle Decheontry: 
: Y they pretend. &@; Joyn them both loges 
4 ther, rhey- are deceived, it. cannot bez 


LC 7 for that which-is of: morks # nat of. grace, and 

lo 7 that which is of grace is not of warks ; there- 
8 I fore if man: teek to be juſtified by the 

2- © works of the Law, he us fallen from Grace , 

es i} Chriit ſhall profit hine nothing ; but all refu- 

d IF fing this free grace and great love of 

c | God to fanners,- are ſtriving who ſhall 

Jl bring. moſt zeatons and haty ways of 
1 if Religion and religions actings into the 
e = Church, whereon to build their hopes 

© | of. eternal-life (which is the gift of God 

3 If in Jelus, and nqr tobe attain'd by man) 

}- 


becaule they have nor received; but re-: 
jet that molt holy Faith, whereby their 
Hearts ſhould be purified, arid their Con- 


1 | /cience purged from dead works to ferve the lis 
1 & ing God, and whereon they ſhould 
T&F buildche affurance of eternal life, and 
e Þ bebuilrupa fpiritual houfe unto God ;* 
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# and as this falſe DoErine 1s. brought in- 


1 FF to the Church to the ſubverſion of true 
, L Faith, Io are many Rules and Ocder: 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicgrory, 
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of Diſcipline preſs'd upon her to be u- \? | 
"| 


ſed, art leaſt for decency; wherefore the 

poor Church flies *unto your Sacred 
| Majeſty;as her only Patron upon Earth, 

' the Defender- of the True, Ancient, 
| Catholick and Apoſtolick Faicrh , and 
(| beſeeches your Majeſty {till ro maintain 
her true foundation, Faith in Jeſus,from 
whence ſhe hath Life, and Light, and 
all things neceſſary both to righteoul- 
neſs and ſalvation, and to preſerve it 
pure from all mixture ; and as to Diſci- 
pline , let her be black in the fight of 
men that are beautifying themſelves to 
procure the Love of God, ſhe will be 
comely in the eyes of Jeſus her loving 
Redeemer, and your Majeſty will here- 
by ſhew your Love to God, and be lo- 


and though you find ſome or moſt of 
your greateſt Councellors and neareſt 
Relations, , as David found the Sons of 
his Siſter Zeruiab , too ſtrong for him, 
fo that he complain'd that he was com- 


paſſed 


ved and honoured of your Subjects ; 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


is paſſed about with fat Bulls of Balan, mean- 
= 


ing men ſtrong in pretended Religion, 
blind Zeal, and great Devotion after 
the fleſh, and wiſdom of the wprld, yet 
you ſhall have the Captain of the Lord's 
Heft on =” part, even Jeſus, and you 
will perform all that he requires of you, 
and be received as 4 man after God's own 
heart, as David was; and alſo obtain a 
peaceable Government ; for all Diviſi- 
ons ariſe out of the many ways wherein 
Profeſſors would bring in "their own 
Works, Zeal and Devotion, and the ma- 
ny Forms of Diſcipline accounted De- 
cent, ſo that if 'mans Works be declared 
ro be hypocritical, his Zeal blind, and 
his Devotion a deftee tq,be ſeen of men, 
through vain glory , and all external 
Comlineſs to be of no worth to the 
Church, for that ſhe is all glorious, bur it 
is within ; her Ornament is the hidden man 
of the beart ; then all truly religious Ones 
will love and honour your Majeſty, and 
the reſt will be manifeſt to be withour, 
not 
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weremain'finners, arid icah do riothing 


The Epi Daphtuks 

not in the Ohurchy. and your: Majefties 
Commands will keep themiin tubjecti- 
onin temporal Afﬀarms ; and as many-as 
God hath ordained 10 Lite, willbe-con- 
verted bythetrue Miniſtry,chatipreach- 

eth hothing bueChrift and himerucifi- 
ed, thepower.und wiſdomof. God aitoJalva- 
tron to wil; both Jew und: Gentile, Profefior 
and Proaphiine:; and the reſt, \whatever 
they profeſor pra6tiſe, molt dicci'their 
fins, #sor:Lord Feſos :hinifelt plainly 
taught, ind therefore »exhorted: #1 to 
earch the 'Scriptures, for that 'm- them'they 
thik'to eternal 'life; and they teftifie (0 

bim ; 20 ware Ut is wy Ape | 
Scripture. (4 it be: rightly: expotinded ) 
oives Tefimoiy tPiFehus, arid to that 


 work'of God whichhe ealls-the Regene- 


ration, which 1spoured'6n*eyery'6F-his 
People throwgh him, whereby we are 


made of '{tnners fois! '6f' Godiin'him, 
wherebyzlone we arecentbledito work 
true righteouſtiels, 'afd without which 


that 
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| The EpiftlsDedrratorys 

ft is good or well-pleaſing rs Ged; 
r<efore I have ( by Ged's afliftatee) 
ed al} Types, and Fiputes; and Fb 
ive Expreſſions , ard 6very plate - 

t ſeemed ro' re any whit dark or 6b 
bre ; to! hold forth che ſathe thifnss 
trough:all che Old Teſtatvieit; athd the 
velatwons of the Divine; beeauſe all 1&- 


4 frpretationsthixt Finer with, I gall ts 
A rorprec then! ariother way; t6 Bthis 
+ hings, as to wars in ſofne Patrs of che 
þ Wortdabour Rarthly Kinedimis and ME- 


© jarchies, ard (otic makings the Pope; ard 
T forte che 7)tk ro be Aitichviſt; Wheresk 
he Seripture, ahdall things contained if 

tr; are univertal; and percaitito all Natt- 
| ys nd all Perſons ay fo Ml ate Gods 
1 Yredtntes; and by HS Word he'detlares 
\ Vainky; that aff chu warſhip any 146] or. falſe 


as; dr any CrRature or created Power, or, 
t Wirſhippel mot bio aright, to Wit, hifi 
nd truth, are in ignorance, and commit 
uty, or bypocrifte, and they have bue Head 
[Leader , which he calls Antichriſt, to 

| wit, 


C 
Y 


bole Dadicurory, 
not in the Ohurch,. and your: Majeſties 
Commands will keep themiin fubjecti- 
onin temporal Affairs; j and asmany-as 
God hath-ordained v0 Lite, willbe-con- 
verted by thettrue Miniſtry,thatipreach- 
eth hothing bucChrift and himcrucif- 
ed, theypower.and wiſdomof. (God wwito-ſalva- 
tion to ll, 7. both, Jew und: Gentile, Proftefior 
and Prophiine ; and the reſt, \whatever 
they:proteſsor pradtife, moſt diccin _ 
Fs pl omLord Feſos :hinifelf plain! 
taught, ind therefore »exhorred- Wl to 
ſearch the 'Scriptures, for that 'n- them'they 
think'to ifind \eternal "life, nd they teftifie 'of | 
bm; whence it is manifeſt, chatievery 
Scripture {(i#f- it be rightly: expotinded ) 
orves Tenimoiy" 
 wark'of God which he calls-the Regene- 
ration, which 1spoured'6n-*every'ot-his 

People throwgh him, whereby we are 
made of '{tmners oh '6f Godiin'him, 
whereby zone wweare*enabled'to' work 
true righteoultiels, 'afd without which 

weremzin'finners, arid3can do'rothing 
| that 
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cPiFehus, arid'to that | 


'Khbe Epiſtle Dediratofys 
| chat 1s govd or well-pleaſing ro Geds 
E therefore I have ( by Ged's affiſtatice) 
{ opened all Types, and Figures, and FÞ 
1 gurative Expreſſions , and every plate 
'2 that ſeemed rome any whit dark or 6b+ 
k, ſoure ; to! hotd forth the” Jathe this; 
7 chrough-alt the Old Teſtaiieut; atvd the 
© | Revelations of the Divine; becauſe all Is | 
': texpretations that Ftnet with, I fail ts 
 mtorprec them! another way; t6 Bthi 
_ things, as to wars in! ſofne Pitts of che 
| World abour Barthly Kingdbjis and Mb- 
Wo narchies j ard (ofrie making the Pope, ad 
\ Aorte the Thwk wo be  Airichriſt, Where, 
\Fhe Seripture, and all things contained if 


ar, are univerfal; ad ' ertaiti to aff Natt- 


Jons rid all Perſons alilfiſlt- tor 4ll ite Gods 
YCreitntes; and by HS Wotd he'detlares 


\ plainly; that af rhut worſhip any 1461 or filfe 


Gods; or any CRifure or wthted Power, 'Oor, 
that Worſhipped vt bimh right, to Wit, bfpi- 
ri and truth, are in ignorance, and commit 
:quity, or bypocrifte, and they have bne Head 
Wor Leader , which he calls Antichriſt, to 
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The Epiſtle Dedicttoiy. A 
wit, an univerſal Spirit that is againſt 7 
Chriſt ,/as all that worſhip him aright, have 


one Legder;to-wit, Chriſt, who leads.them as 

\S 4 faithful ;Shepberd, &c. Which Work I | 
| lay at YourMajeſties feet-to give it Life, .7 
| that it may give Light to all that read it, 7 


in the knowledge of the true difference */} 
F betwixt the things that are of God, and | 'q 
iS thagchirps that are of Man, that Your Fe 
{/  Subſtts-may be brought to know that "F;. 
all evil is of themſelyes and their corrupt |; 
- minds, and all good is'fromr God and k\* 
his free grace in Jeſus, and ſo may. attri- | 
| bute all glory to God and his Chriſt of 
alt things. that pertain to righteoulineſs} 
and falyation , , and give Your.:Sacred | 
Majeſty due Hollie, as. the ſole Defen-} 
der of that, Faitmpon Earth, to Your 
Majeſties great comfort.both in this Life 
and for ever ; which is the daily, earneſt 
and fervent Prayer of your Majeſties 


Moſt Humble ,' yet 
moſt Lojal Sabjet, 


- Richard Coore, 
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45 TO ALL 
h FI RUE BELIEVERS 


it, The Juſt that live by Faith, 


"Ds Brethren begotten by the Word of God, 
PB! born of his holy Spirit, poor Pilgrims and 
W$trangers in this world, with whom, yet, you muſt 
Alive, as with a hateful Stepmother, that will not 
.; give you, no nor ſuffer you to have Bread, but lea- 
, vened with her own Leaven; nor ſincere Milk, but 
>mixt with water; and yet not with the water. of 
LSthe Well of Life, but of her own broken Ciſterns ; 
WFafrer you my Spirit breaths, in you my Soul rejoy- 
Wceth, for you I give Thanks to the God of Mer- 
WMcies, that Chriſt is formed in you, and that your 
Souls are eſtabliſhed , rooted , and grounded in 
Ythe Truth ; becauſe Sazan your great Adverſary 
transformeth himſelf into fhe likeneſs of an An- 
gel of Light, and ſends forth his Miniſters liks 
Miniſters of the Light, and ſhapes the Religions 
of the world intoall ſeeming Holineſs, voluntary 
SHumility, Will-worſhip, Self-Denial, burning 
$8--al, ſtrong Devotion, meek Suffering, ſtedfaſt 
"*Reſolution, and every thing that may make them 
zweem to be Chriſt's Flock, that you may receive 
(chem, and joiwwith them. And indeed it is very 
"I difficult for you to ſtand faſt in the Faith, and to 

B withſtand g 


* > IE Dai nog ; = 
PAR 2. 


© » 
\ Ps 
> . 
. 
e, 
\ a. " . | 
4S hk : | 
: " " : 
IW re 4 OE EE Re EI oee aro renee rang _ 
— 


= X 
. mm , 


"T1 


withſtand their deceitful Appearance, but that 
cious Saviour hath forewarned us all to 


our 


beware of them that come to us in Sheeps cloa- Mi - 
thing ; for inwardly they are ravenipg Wolves; **; 
but their Shew is ſo ſpecious, that you 'are | 
afraid to ſpeak or think evil of them. Alas by 


my dear Hearts, look not on their outwfrd Ap- 
pearance, regard not their words, they are ſmooth 
as Oyl, ſoft as Butter ; but under their Tongue 1s 
the Poyfon of Aſps, and Swords are in their hearts. 


Theſe are thoſe Locuſts come out of the Smoke of 


the bottomleſs Pit ; they, have Faces of men, Hair 
like Women, but their Teeth of Iron, there*s Stings 
in their Tails. In a word, as the Fews cried up 
the Law, the Temple, &c. ſo theſe cry Lord, Lord, 
the Light, the Word, the Spirit, &c. yet all is 
but to joyn mens Obſervation, Devotion, Zeal, 
Diligence, &c. with the Sen of God, that he 


may not be all ja all to his Church, the Juſtifier of 


the ungodly, that he ſhould die for his Enennes, 
and give Gifts for the Rebellious, and quicken 
them that are dead in Sin, and be both the Author 
and Finiſher of Faith, the Beginner and Perfetter 
of every good Word and Work, and that the fail- 
ings of his people ſhould be great and many, and 
yet he ſhould heal them, and pardon all their 
Backſlidings, that bis Spouſe ſhould be an Adulte- 
reſs, and go after other Lovers, and yet he ſhould 
continue faithful, and by Cords of Amity draw 


her to remember from whence ſhe is fallen, and 
bring her to her frlt Love again, and then delight 
- IN her more than before; and briefly , that true 
Chriſtian Religion ſhould conſiſtgn nothing but 
man Lying in fegce of his daily Fail 


ings, and 
mourning 


es 
- mourning under the burden of it, and receiving 
- from the Lofd the Cup of Salvation, even the for- 


* giveneſs of his Sins, and comfortof his Soul daily. 
FT This the worldly wiſe in Religion cannot endure ; 
& but are ſtill deviſing ſome other way whereby they 


may be godly, and God may juſtifie them in theit 
Godlineſs, and fo they pacifie their Conſcience , 
and beget in their Minds a hope of happi- 
neſs, and perſwade themſelves they are beloved 
of Gcd, ſo they live in ſecurity, and judge 0- 
thers that do not as they do, that dance not after 
their Pipe. . | 
But you hath the Lord Jeſus quickned, that. 
you may live in brokehneſs of heart,. in ſence of 
your own ſinfulneſs, and not in ſecurity with them; 
but continually watching leſt your Enemies that 
are ſo near you, even the World, the Fleſh and 
the Devil ſhould prevail againſt you, either to 
bring you back to Luſt in forgetfulneſs of your 
Redemption, or lift up your races in Pride, to 
bring to God any other Sacrifice than a broken 
Heart and contrite Spirit, and live in the ſence of 
the freeneſs of his Love, that you ceaſe not night 
and day to ſound out his Praiſes who hath called 
you out of Darkneſs to his marvellous Light; and - 
by the Rgice of his own Blood hath redeemed you 
from Sin and Folly, and daily doth redeem you 
from your Infirmities and Failings, and the worlds 
Allucements, the Fleſh Lultings, and Satans Temp- 
tations. O you little Flock that have not 
bowed the knee to Baal, who are but as one of a 
a thouſand, gathered out of the world, glorious 
is the Power of your gracious Redeemer , who 
hath bought and-brought you out of Afi and E- 
83 , et; 


4 
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gypt, Favan and Tubal, and all the Coaſts of-the} 
Earth., an acceptable Preſent unte the God of 
Glory, and hath given that living Command into *; 
your Hearts, that you worſhip not the gods of the . 
. People among whom you dwell, nor ſay a League ; 
to whom they ſay a League, nor fear their fear, 
to wit not to joinwith them in their Forms of Re- 
ligion ; for their fear of God, and all their Form 
of Religion is taught by the Precepts of men : 
therefore by his power and daily preſervation you 
walk as Lights in the midſt of a crooked and per- 


verſe Generation, who = you, and perſecuteW mc 
you; and if at any time they favour you, take care ta! 
that you eat not of their dainty Diſhes , - but be we 
content with your own Pulſe : and if they would Ch 
give you Gifts, lift up your hands to Heaven, that the 


you will not take of theirs to a Thred or Shoc-Jat-M an 
chet, leſt they ſhould fay they have enriched you ;W da: 
for your deſire and rejoycing is to be poor in this 
world, rich in Faith. 

Bleſſed and for eyer praiſed be the, Lord, who 
hath vouchſafed ſo great Grace, that there ſhould 
be ſome. among the ſinful Generations of men , 
whom through his Mercy he brings to fo great{rea: 
* Glory that all the world be not as the Deluge and 
the Deſtruction of Sodom, and the Cities adjoyning, 
a horrible Spectacle of hls dreadſul JudgMent. + 

Now what have | to ſay to you my dearly belo-j 
Brethren, you Children of Grace , but to com-| 
municate with you, though I know you not in the{WF>ou 
fleſh, yet ſee in the ſpirit how you with mt, and [} 
with you are: carried out by divine inſtruction to 
try all things, and hold faſt that which is good, 
that our Souls are wearied with trying, finding nei- 

ther 


* 
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the ther in mens Preachings nor Writings that good” 

of neſs of God, the DiQtates of the Spirit of Truth 
nto and Comfort, that either by his ſharp Repreof, 
the 4 whereby he reproves the- World of Sin, Righte- 


gue Fovſneſs and Judgment, men might be ſound in the 
ar, MY Faith, or by his ſweet Conlolations, Souls: ſick of 
Re-W Love, and daily pgrieved in wr filthy Con- 
2rm YM verſation of the men of the world, might be re- 
en: freſhed and upheld, and armed with Patience to 
youſW© wait for the coming of our loving Bridegroom the 
Lord Jeſus, with joy and comfort; who in the 
mean time hath given us ſo many Admonitions to 
take heed what we hgar, and how. we hear; that 
we hear nothing but what the Spirit faith to the 
Churches: therefore now I communicate to you all 
the Types and Figures, and figurative Expreſſions, 
and all Portions of Scripture which ſeemed to me 
dark or obſcure ; teſtifying plainly the glorious 
work of God, even the Regeneration powred on 
us through Jeſus Chriſt ; wherein you may read the 
whoſ true Dictates of the Spirit, as they have been gi- 
ould} ven to me, which will make your Reading not a 
wearineſs, but a delight unto you; for more you 
read, more you will learn ſtill, and plainly ſee the 
Wrath of the Devil, the Rage of the World, the 
Councels of great ones, and Envy of all Men a- 
gainſt God and his Word, and againſt Chriſt and 
Wis Church. - And on the other hand, the Good- 
eſs of God, yea his Patience, Long-ſufferine and 
n theMWBountifulneſs tro a wicked World; his Mercy , 

ruth and Love in Jeſus unto his Servants ; the 
Freeneſs of his Spirit, the Power of the Word, 
the Efficacy of Faith; and again, the. Temptations 
of Satan, the Weakneſs of Chriſtians,the Abound- 
B 3 10g 
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ing of Grace, the Wilineſs of Hypocriſie , the | 


Plainneſs of Chriſtianity , yea every thing that F 


may tend to edifie our Souls in Love of the Truth, | 


and toinure our Minds to Patience, that we ex- 


Pedt not to: find men but as they are, deceitful and 
faithleſs to God and Man, and to be content to | 
liveamong them in Peace, ſuffering their wrongs | 


* with meekneſs, endeavouring to do them good,and 


praying for them, and to be examples of all Mo- | 


deration and Godlineſs among them : So we need 
noc to lend our ears, or ſpend our time in hearing 
their Preachings and Writings, which tend only 
to Contention, and lift up,mens Minds for one 
Miniſter, and one Form of Religion, againſt all 
others ;- whicheven to hear and ſee, is much grief 
toour Souls, how they deceive and are deceived ; 
but let us poſſeſs our Souls with Patience, and let 
the World alone, knowing that theſe things muſt 
be, the wicked muſt be wicked ſtill, and the blind 
muſt !cad the blind, and both fall into the ditch.Let 
us lift up our hearts more high, to extol his Name 
and his Mercy toward us, that he hath powred on 
us more Grace, and called us with an holy Calling, 
and mede us to differ from the World, and hath 
abounded toward us in all good things through Je- 
ſus Chriſt; in whoſe Name let us pray unto the Fa- 
ther, to keep useven as the Apple of anEye by his 
power, through Faith unto Salvation, that all the 
bequtiful transformins«s of Satan may not draw us 
to be conformed to any thing but to the Life and 
Death of Jeſus, even that we may die daily to our 
own willsand lufts,and live unto and withour Gol, 
and Jefus our Kedeemer, bcth 1:; this Life, and 
that which is to come. for ever and ever, world 


without end, Amen. To 


— 
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To them that ſeek after true Righteouſneſs. 


Early Beloved in Feſus for whoſe ſake 
T am Debtor to all, both Profeſſor , and 
Profane, that 1 might by any means bring 
.mento Salvation; which many Souls ſeeking 
after, and for that end going to hear the word 
Preached, the generality w Miniſters being 
ſome of one form of Religion , ſome of ano- 
1.00 ther, and wery few living under the power of 

'M the Truth, although the 7eftimonies are plain 
at WY that the Kingdom of Heaven is not in Word, 
nd MW 6 iz Power ; and that they that have a Forms 
ct reſiſt the Power, as the Scribes, Phariſees and 
me Sadduces did in their ſevergl Forms, which 
men not conſidering , nor having it layd opey 
to them, but being led into a Form by Parents 
Te- 07 Minifters or ſome Acquaintance that are of 
Fa-Wl 7hat Form before ; thus are a great part of 
his #22 Horld 1.4 afide from th: Truth of the 
the ord, becauſe the Teachers of Forms are mas 
'UY 2», and the Miniſters of Truth are very fews 
as in \{rael the Prieſts and Zevites and falſe 
oi. Prophets were many,. but true Prophets were 
nd 9vtver y fow, which cauſed the Lord to cam- 
rid 2/4i”, © The Leaders of my people cauſe them ta 

: - | 


Fl err, 
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err ; end again, my people periſh for want of | 


knemledge, on" the other hand, becauſe Tea- 


chers differ ſo much many take cauſe of offence, 
and will hear none, or not regard any; for they 


ſay, if learned men cannot agree, which is the | 
right way, how ſhould we ? Many alſo take of- | 
Fence,becauſe ſome Teachers are as vain in Con- | 
werſation as others even moſt deboiff: And | 


they which are moſt Friit and zealous in con- 
wer ſation, and ſhew moſt zeal, are exceeding co- 
wetous and uſe great Oppreſſion under a ſhew or 
pretence of Holineſs, as our Saviour ſays, they 
devour midows houſes and for a pretence make 
long prayers. Thus are people eithey drawn in- 
zo Forms of Religion,” andthen there can be no 
truths for Jeſus 7s the Truth, and 12 him, 
and by him is all Righteouſneſs and all things, 
that pertain to Chriſtianity, aaminiſtred ; for 
he is the pow:r ad wiſdom of God to Salvati- 
02 , and they that have a Form cannot have 


the Power, but always reſift the power, yea burr 


in wrath againſt it, although they profeſs Chriſt 
7n words never ſo much, and therefore he ſaid, 
it's not everyone that calls me Lord, Lord: 
but he' that doth the will of my Father ; by ve- 
peating the wora Lord, Lord, is fionified ma- 


king a ſtrong Profeſſion of faith in Chriſt. Or 


elſe men are hardaed in heart againſt all Pro-| 


feſſion of Religion, ſome relying #pon outward 
honeity 


EE. | 
v- 


Le 


honeſty in their Dealings amongſt men, and ſome 


 /lving in all deboyſtneſs becauſe ſome Preachers 
4 aoſo; And if men come to ſeek into the word 
4 of Goa, where they ſhould have a Reareſs of all 


theſe evils , for that it is the Fountain of atl 
Truth, they find ſome places that are hard- to 
underſtand, and ſome that ſeems to be contrary 
one to another, th:y they go to mens Books, 
which have Expounded the Scriptures, or writ= 
ten ſome T reatiſes that pretend and wake a fair 
ſhew of leading men to true Religiow y or the 
right way to attain Salvation, then fall they.in- 
to the ſame ſnare , to be Id into a Form of 
Religion, ſuch as the Author bf the Book held. 
to be right, and ſo ove Book leads into oxe 
Form, and other Books into other Forms; for 
alas they that hold forth the Tyuth will ſtarce'be 


ſuffer dto be Printed, for our Saviour and" all 


the Chilaren that God hath given him, being a 
ftrange thing to both Houſes of Wrael as himſelf 
complains, and the true Few or true Child of 
God, having no praiſe of men, how ſhoutdthe 
Writings that lead to Feſus and true Chriſti- 
anity be allew'd ? , oY 

Zet becauſe the chief help of all th:fe Ewils 
7s in Preaching the Ford arjght, becauſe Gox 


/ 4 h4th ordained that man who knows not God by 
& che wiſdom of the Yorld, ſhall be ſavedby the. 


fooliſhneſs of Preaching as Paul teitifies ; And 
7 


I TOE ES: apa 


6 
wo 
. wt 4# L 
I ne Sn £ 


T hope noxe will deny but the true way of Prea- 


ching is to Preach as our Saviour himſelf Prea- 
ched; to wit, to Preach Regeneration, as He | 
did to Nicodemus iz plain words, and in all | 
his Doitrine Preached th: ſame in Sexſe, for as | 


zo Nicodemus he ſbews that xo man can come 


ta the Kingdom of Heaven unleſs he be regene- 


rated , to wit, be made good by God, "ag that 
be i evil by nature ; the ſame %s taught when 
he ſays the Evil Tree cannot bring forth good 


fruit , and when he ſays that he # the Life and | 


Light, Way and Truth,and therefore man with- 
out him can do nothing that is good or well -plea- 
fing to God,. for that he lies in Death and dark- 
neſs, and goes the wronz way through Error, 
berauſe the Truth is not in him ; And when he 
fays that he is the true Vine and therefore no 
man can bring forth true Grapes except he he 
planted into bim by the Father: Alſo when he 
ſays that he is the true Shepherd , which leads 
his She'p to good paſtures, and ſweet running 
Rivers, and aefenas them from the Wolf, he 
ſhews plainly, that they will feed upon Aſhes in- 
ſtead of Bread , unleſs they be fed by him ; for 


' Satan that Dewouring Holf, will deceive them 


with rono d:luſions ; and none can come to 
bim exc-pt the Father draw hins : Thi may be 
ſhewed that all his Dorine tends to make out 


this, that ene mut be d:livercd from this Cap- 


truvity 
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7 wrought in their hearts , before they can do as 


[ * ] ; 
tivity to Satay and Sin, wherein they are faſt 
hound by nature and have the. work of God 


y thing that is good ; and all the Servants of 
God teftifie the ſame : For $t.Johnaw the Goſ- 
pel (bews that none Believes in Feſws. but they 
that have a new Birth ,whereza they are Box 
zot of Blond, xor of the will of thefleſh, nor 
the will of man, but of God: And St. Petexs 
ſays, that they are redeemed from. their vain 
ard filthy converſation,not with ſilver and gold, 
or 4s) corruptible thing , but with the precious 
bloud of Feſus. And again, that they are made 
Partakers of the divine nature; and St, James 
ſaith , . God hath begotten us of his own will by 
the word of truth: And the Apoſtle to the He- 
brews above all ſhews that Moſes was but 4 
ſervant and all the Ordinances which were ordat- 
aged under him were but patterns of heavesly 
things, and all the Prophets prophecied unto Fe- 
ſa5,andall. the Angels had no glory in compart- 
Jon of Feſus. And what was his glory ? even that 
through Death he deſtroyed him that had the 
power af Death even the Devil, and delivered 
the Chilaren that were appointed unto Death ; 
for all lie unter a ſpirituel death wherein they 
ar&atead in ſins by nature, wherebythey muſt. go 
down to eternal death, if they be not redeemed 
by Feſus, and that by the free grace of (os 
| | : F. 
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F+. Paul' ſets forth abundantly Fiph. 2. and ma- 
wy other places thro? all bis Epiſtles : ſo that all 
+ give teſtimony to this work of God by Feſs ; 
but the falſe Apoſtles began to joyn mans works 


with faith» Chriſt, and all our Preachers and | 


Declarers follow ; for tho they differ in ſome 0+ 
pintions and circumftances, yet they all agree to 
ſet manto the work, «s Iſrael and Juda differ'd 


whether God (hould be worſhiped 'in the 7 emple | 


at Fernſalem, or in the Mountain of Samariaz 
So the' differences of all our Formaliſts are 4- 
bout external corporeal aitions, wherein no 
worſhip of Godeconſiſts,for he muſt worſbiped in 
ſpirit, and to bring man to that, is to make him 
truly ſpiritual and that is Gods own work, to 
wit,the waſhing of the Regeneration, the renew- 
ing of the Holy Gho##, which t ſhed oz us abun> 
daxtly thrs* Feſus Chriſt: but this Iſrael's Teas 
chers regarded not, but were exceeding zealous 
that thery hearers ſhould obſerve all the Inſtitu- 

#:0ns and Ordinances of Moſes in their corrup- 
ted nature, and therefore the Lord complains 
by the Prophets that they did not perform his oy- 

dinances, becauſe they performed them in bo- 

aily ations, after the letter of the word,but thut 
Was nof his requiring, for he is 4 ſpirit and his 
word and all#requirings of it are ſpirit and life, 

&s Our Savionr ſaid ; therefore he complain'd 

they weremnircumciſed in heart, they faſted to 

ſrrife 


_—” aw. tha BY, 2, Ts ks So a - a-_ a. Es "I IR i. a. - — cw ae  t9qqece—r Sa ©, TY 


| [*75 
prife and debate,their ſacrifices were as the cnts 
ting Off a dogs neck &c.. ſo all were abominable 
ro him,even their very prayers and all ; and he 

ives the reaſon, becauſe they obſerve not the 
work of the Lord, nor regard th: operation of 
his hand, to wit, the regeneration ; namely, that 
without that wrought . in them, all their works 
are but th: working of Satan in them, for he is 
the God of this Horld, and rules in the hearts 
of the children of diſobeaience ; for as he rules 
in all profane perſons, in drunkenneſs, cove- 
touſneſs, pride, envy, and all other fleſhly luits, 
0 he raigns in the hearts of all Formaliſts , in 
his conceits,and pride of ſpirit, and contempt of 
others, and moſt bitter cruelty,hatred,and per ſe- 


cution of all but theifown Form: eſpecially of 
prue Believers, as our Saviour foretold, T here- 


Cy 
Deeds of wicked men, as to be avoided, apd the 
| gels of godly men as to be imitated, but to 
"know that unleſs they be regenerated and made | 
"new creatures in Chriſt, their imitating of gods || 
ly men, will be no better then the Sons of Sceva. | 
rafting out Devils in imitation of Paul ; for the 
ly Love the ſpirit of God to guide them into 
all truth ; for being regenerated, they are mage 
ſons of God, and being ſons, the ſpirit of the ſon 
is given to them, without which no man can a- 
woid the doing of the wicked , but they will do as. 
evilor morſe, becauſe the evil ſpirit is in them. 
Now then if this work come toyour hands &- 
ther in Print or writing take theſe Inſtruitions; 
 readthe Scripture with it,and if you underſtand 
#t not, read them over" and over again, and you 
will eaſily apprehend it after you are a little uſed 
ro it, if you think 7 have been too ſhort, it is be- 
cauſe T would not have the Book toogreat, and ſo 
over cofily for a poor mans purſe, If you find the 
ſame thing often over in ſeveral places ;it us be- 
ranſe 7 would make it clear, that whereſo&re a- 
ny read apjece he might not find it obſcure. 
If any man condemn it for Allegories, there 
# none in it but ſuch as ſet out the myſtery of 
true godlineſs im Feſus, and the eumity between 
the fleſh andthe ſpirit, and the hatred of the car- 
nal mind againſt the. (piritual, eves Believers 
in Chrift, which Paul ſets forth 7 Far fercht 
Allegories 


[ XF 7 | 
Alkgories,as from Abrahams two wives, and 
| tic two Sons, and from the name of Hagar, end 
=> the like ; from the two Mounts Sinai 4nd Sion 
4 &s. and if you think it ſtrange that the Serip- 
Y tres ſbonld be given forth in ſuch Allegories, 
remember our Saviours anſwer to his Diſciples 
when they askt him why he ſpoke in plain terms 
to them, and to others in parables'; becauſe ſaith 
he ,to you it is given to know the myſteries of, 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but to others in = 
bles, that ſeeing they may not ſee, &c. ana what 
the Lord commanded the Prophet Ia ; Bind up 
the Law, Seal up the Teſtimony among my Diſ< 
ciples ; and the Prophet gives this reaſon, that 
upon every glory there may be 4 defence, towity 
that the carnal mind or all the worldly wiſe way 
have 4 carnal and literal underſlanding of it, 
end ſobe d:luded. This is the Fudgment of God 
upon a wicked ayd unworthy world, therefore 
our Saviour exalts in ſpirit, that Goa had hid 
theſe things from the worlds wiſe ones , and re- 
vealed them to babes,even to the regenerate ones, 
bis new-born babes in Chriſt, out of whoſe month 
he bath ordained his praiſes, and ftopp'd the 
mouth of all enemies : and in Reading conſider 
of WU well that there is no Expoſition given but it's 
cer confirmed by the plain Teftimonies of the New- 
Teſtament ; as our Saviour and his Apoſtles in 
ers Wrehe New Teſtamen; confirmed all out of th: Old 
44 Teſtament, 
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Tejtament, that thoſe two Teſtaments may be 
the two faithful heavenly witneſſes which ſtand 
by the God of the whole Earth, to give witneſs 
to his truth and faithfulneſs night and day for 
ever. Audhaving Read, deal faithfully with 
your own Souls , not to think you have any part 
in the mercies of God, until the Law have layd | 

you under wrath and Curſe, even your own con- | 
ſcience accuſing and condemning, and uo way to pr 


be deliv:red, till God ſhew mercy to your Souls 


that lie in miſery, that by that work ye may learw 
patience andexperience both of your owp ſinfill- 
weſs and Gods free mercies ; then will all things 
go 0n right, ſor he t hat hath wounded and afflitt- 
ea, will heal and comfort, and he that hath be- 
=. this good work in you will perfett it ;, and 
e that ſeparated you from the world and all its 
comforts, will fill you with joy and peace by faith 
in Feſus, ſo you will know that every good gift, iſ $10; 
as Repentauce, Faith, Hepe, Charity, Patience, iſ whe 
GC. are the pifts of God, the Operations of iſ neſs 
his Grate, the fruits of his Spirit, the effetts of I ture 


his Love,and ::0 to b: chtained by yanr care and for « 


ailigence is Ch: iſtia; Duties, that ſo you ma) ;. p 
| live in humility and ſelf-denyal, and give all 1.6. 
glory to God in all things , and to the Lamb, Lux 
with all bis Saints for ever and Ever, {God 
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L 4 GENESIS 1.1. 

4  N' the beginning God Created the Heaven and 
4 - * the Earth. 

e- This firſt Teftimony ( In the Beginning ) 
oF] doth plainly ſhew unto us the mortal ſtate of 
:ee | 211 Creatures, that nothing is eternal but God, - 


þ the Heaven, the Earth , the Seas, and all that was 
i in them had a Beginning, and muſt have an end : 
fr, nothing is excepted but God that created all ; 
ce, © whereupon the Apoſtle reproves the great Blind- 

of © ne1s of man, that worſhips and ſerves the Crea- 
; of I £ure more than the Creator, who is God bleſſed 
nd for Ever. 

Herenote, 1. That to deſire, love or delight 
n, truſt, or depend upon, is to worſhip and ſerve; 
LY hence is Covetouſneſs called Idolatry, and the 
mb, = are ſaid to make their Bellies their 

' Ss 
- 2. This bounds all -mans Wiidom, that is ever 
\ Nl/<2rching into the Secrets of God, and things that 
- "Mace not profitable for him , for hereby the Spirit 
B g1Ves 


2 An Expoſition of the 

gives vs to underſtand, that God is pleaſed to 
make known all things that” he will have us to 
know , even whatever may be needful for us to 
kaow. even from the beginning, that we may con- 3 
clude whatſoever. is not- plainly layd open in the 
Scriptures , Even” to the circumſtance of tirhe, it 
is not the will of God that we ſhall know it ; which 
- our Saviour himſelf” plainly teſtifies in his anſwer 
to his Diſciples concerning the end. of the World, 
- And this ſhews the bliadneſs of then-that expect 
a returning of the ten Tribes of Jſ-ae! to the land 
of Canaan, as they have it in the Dreams of Eſdras; 
but not Recoxdedby.any of the Prophets, who yet 
foretold the Captivity in Babylon, and their return 
at thecend of ſeventy.years, and by Cyrw their Re- 
ſtorer in plain and full words without ſtammering; 
ſoallo the ſervitude in Egypt for four hundred and 
thirty years, was foretold ſo diſtinctly, that the 
Text faith, when the time was fulhHed, that very 
day God brought forth all their Families. 

2. This teachethus, that-whatever is not teſti- 
fiedin plain words , and deſcribed with all circum- 
ſtances thereto belonging, is not of God ; The 
Devil by his Oracles taught in ambiguous and dark 
expreſſions,. and ſo. do wiſe men of the world ſet 
forth their Arts and Writings that they may hide 
it from men of weak capacities, but our Saviour 
In Preaching the Kingdom, uſeth moſt familiar 
Speeches and Examples, as of the Sower and his 
iced, of fiſhing, of Salt, of Leavenz and the A- 
poſtles taught in moſt plain and perfe& expreſli 
ons, -the difference betwixt the Law-and the Gol: 
pel; works and grace; the efficacy and life of Faith, 

that Hypocrites ſhall be Perſecutors, that true 
| | B-liever 


| __ 
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tO Beſievers ſhall ſuffer all manner of perſecution , 
to but ſhall have joy in tribulation; that all worſhip- 
to WY ing of God in external things, in actions of the 
n- {F body and ſufferings through contentions is hypo- 
he criſie. 

it For true Believers worſhip God in ſpirit, live 
ch by Faith, in ſubjection to all Ordinances of man for 
ſer MW the Lords ſake ; and ſuffer in peace, and praying 
19, for their Perſecutors when their Rulers would 
ect force them todo whatever would tend to deny the 
ind name of Jeſus, and the true life of Faith. And 


theſe things were fully ſhadowed out by Moſes and 
all the Prophets in perfect Figures and Viſions : as 
every B2liever in whom Jeſus is menifeſted, to the 
cruciſying of the fleſh , and life of the ſpirit, doth 
fully underſtand , as that, I/rae/s bondave in Eoype 
plainly holds forth mans ſlavery to Satan, Sin,aud 
LuſtFand their delivery by Gods own hand, and 
mighty power in many ſigns and wonders, and a 
ſtretched-out arm, ſhzws that nothing but Chriſt 
(who is the powerand wiſdom of God unto Sal- 
vation) and that by a curſed death, deep anguiſh, 
bitter paſſion, and glorious victory over Hell and 
Death, can deliver man from this captivity; there- 
fore our Saviour bids us, ſearch the Scriptures, for 
they teſtifie of him; and Afoſes was commanded 
to build the Tabernacle according to the pattern 
ſhewed him in the Mount, whereupon the Apoſtle 
to the Hebrews ſhews, that the Sacrifices, :Shew- 
bread, Table, Altar, Candleſtick, and all their 
Rites and Ordinances, were not heavenly things, 
but the- pattern of heavenly things, all which is 
Chriſt, for,in him isevery word fulfilled : and the 
Prophet plainly faith,: To the Law and to the Te- 

C-2 ſtimony , 


4 An Expoſition of the 
ſtimony , if they ſpeak not according to theſe 
things, is it not becauſe there is no light in them ? 

To wit, if man have the light of the Truthin | 
him, then he ſees all things in both Old and New |; 
Teſtament, plainly and fully. witneſſing the truth 


of God in Jelus for the Salvation of Sinners. p 

The next word is (God) In the Beginning God i 
Created, &c, of which ſome glory that in the (He- ' *] 
brew, (which is the Original Language of the Old - 
Teſtament) it is given out in the plural number, FX 


thereby intimating the Trinity of Perſons in the _ 
Unity of the Godhead ; and thereby infer how th 
good it is that men underſtand the Hebrew-Tongue, W |. 
as if that Ged had bound up the truth in that Lan- FT 
guage ; or as if any thing availed thereto, but the i » 
work of God, were not the Jews as great enemies WW ,, 
to Jeſus as any people? or when God was pleaſed p 
to confound Languages, was he not the God of W;, 
them 2ll ? and when he gave the ſpirit to the A- , 
poſtles , did he not cauſe people of many Nations 
to hear the word and wondrous works of God in 
their own Language ? what a ſtammering is this ? deft 
IS it not the Idolizing of that Language ? as ifir the 
. ſhould any way avail to the true knowledge of , 
God ; when the Truth tells us no man knows the 
Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son will 
reveal him. Is not knowledg of Tongues and Lan- 
guages a great part of worldly wiſdom ? which is 
tooliſhnels with God, and whereof our Saviour 
exulting in ſpirit ſaith , 1 thank thee Father Lord 
of Heaven and Earth thar thou haſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent of the earth, and 
haſt revealed them unto Babes, &c. And the | 
Apoſtle faith, where is the wile, where is the 
Scribe, where is the Diſpnter of this world !? 


Hath not God made fooliſh the wiſdom of the 
World ? or what need is there that*"the word ſpo- 
ken in the plural number ſhould ſet forth the plu- 
n 4 rality of perſons ? for Moſes here ſetteth forth 
N I the Father the Creator, and John ſetteth forth the 
Q Son the Word, and Wiſdom ofthe Father ; by 

which all things were Created, and that he was in 


Q* 


a the beginning with God, (and was God) and no- 
"” thing was Created without him; and this is teſt i- 
d mony ſufficient, if there were no more for to com- 
*% fort and eſtabliſh the hearts of Believers, and for 
" to anſwer Gain-ſayers and Diſputers : this is no- 


thing but to multiply arguments to no purpoſe ; 
"2 WW but this word (God) teacheth us , that of the Apo- 
ſtles, thatin him we live and move and haveour 
Being, andas the Pſalmiſt witneſſeth, He ſtayed 
5 Wl the raging of th: Seas, and (tayed the madneſs of the 

c people. and as the Prophet witneſfeth, He Created 
- the Smith that ſmiteth on the Anvill. So that the 


A- weapon formed againſt his people ſhall not pro{- 
ns Wl per, the ſmord cannot. wound, the water cannot 
1 WW drown, the fire cannot burn, nor nothing can 
S * Wl deſtroy whom God will preſerve ; for he brought 
be the greateſt Monarch and the ſtrongeſt creature 
O* Wfrom nothing by his word ; he ordereth all their 
the ways at his pleaſure, and cuts them ofFin a mo- 
vill BN cncnt by the molt contemptible creature ; as Phas 
Th, rach and his Sorcerers by Lice, Locuſts, Catter= 


pillers ; &c. and Herod by worms, fo preſervcs he 
nis againſt all their wrath, and bitterneſs ; as Dani- 
1 inthe Lions den, and the three Children in the 
ery Furnace, ſo this God ſees all our goings out, 
Wand comings in, he knows the ſecret counſel and 

1maginetions of our heart, we cannot fly from his 
B 3 prelgace, 
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preſence, or hide our ſelves in the depth of the Sea, 
or darkneſs of the night;therefore to truſt in him is 
the greztcſt ſtrength ; to ſeek to hide our ſelves or 
our ways from him, is the greateſt folly : by him ## 
Kings Raign and Princes Decree Judgment, he puts 
down one and ſets up another at his pleaſure ; 
therefore the Prophet faith, Blefſed are all they 
that put their truſt in him. And again, Curſed # he 
that makerh fieſh his arm &c. As allo they that have 
their confidence in graven Images, therefore the 
Prophet chalicngeth all Idolaters to bring forth the 
ſtrong Gods, and let us fee jf they can kilt or make 
alive, or cemtfort an afilicted hearr. 

The third Word is (Geared) which is a making 
any thing of nothing, whereby Philoſophy and all 
worldly wiſdom is contounded; the Philoſopher 
lays down for a certa:n Concluſion, that nothing 
can be made of nothing, as an uadeniavle Axiom, 
and our Wile andLearned rnen toyl their brain and : 
beat their witsto reconcile rhis buſineſs, by a con- IM Ni 
ceited Perentia prima in the creature, or to receive MW nt 
tuch a form by the capableneſs in the creature. But MW Þc 
the Apoſtle teacheth plainly that by Faith we be- {MW co 
tieve the world 18 created of nothing;this cannot be fri 


. taught by reaſon, the wiſdom of the world is meer- MW wi 
Iy oppoſite to it; if we will know any thing of God, Ml tr: 
Reaſon mult go down, and all worldly wiſdom. th: 


Therec'ore tne Apoſtle ſaith, How ſhall they know i) 
him on Whom they h:c 5,0: Believed ? Reaſon ſaith, Let 
how fhail they beiieve, on whom they have nor WM © 
known. Wiſe men and Relizious ſav, ſantified WM / 
Reatun knows all, and does all ; but the Truth | 
reacheth that God ſanCtifies himſelf in it ; as he did MF © 
in Vzza, 10h Nadib and Abihu) ſons of Aaron, and Ml 7 

111 
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in the ſons'of Lew; for her will be ſanCtified jn all 
that comeinear him, whert they are not hiselect ,; 
| bur bring in wild-fire and Luſts of the fleſh in his. 
3 ſervice; therefore muſt Reaſon be utterly ;geſtroy- 
ed; and'the Lord will ſay. to. it as to-Petery, get 
thee behind -me Satan; thou. ſavoureſt the things 
of this torld, and nor the things of God, 

. 2, This word (Creared)).is. the Foundatian jof; 
aſſured comfort to Gods Elect, as the Apeſtletin-: 
fers, He that hath commanded the: Light t0 ſhnr:6-0ut! 
of Darkneſs,” hath. grven#he-Light. of eveilaſting-life. 
in our hearts.” This made.the three Children not 
cWEfubro anſwer the great King NebuochadnezZtar , 
when he threatned thenvwith: fire, and faid, what 
God is able to:deliver you out of my hands? know- 
ing that neither'the King nor the fire conid do-a- 
ny-thingagainſt them, bat-what God was pleaſed; 
tor he created them. both. which'-Peter.:calls our 
Saviours/fteatanſwer to Pate, - when Pare asked 
him'whatanſwereſt thou for thy ſelf, knoweſt thou 
not that Thave power to\Crucike thee , and: have 
power tFRefewſe thee; the: Lord anſwered, thow 
couldſt have no power except it wereglven thee 
fromabove; the Son of:imanindeed goethas it is 
written of him-, but woeitohim hy-whomrheis be- 
trayed, &c.:56 the Lyons Could nothurt: Damel, he 
that Created them ſhut rhew mouths. . «What com» 
fort cat they want that-ſerve that Gad that Crea-: 
ted all things ? as David ſaith, the Lyons:ſhallwart- 
and be bunzer-ſtarved, but they that fexr the Lords 
ſhall want nothinr that # gozd, The Ravens muſt 
teed rhe Prophet in the wilderneſs with bread and 
llcth, morning and evening; the Widow. of Sa- 
repta Muſt be preſerved. in'the famine, ;,the. Oyl 
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and the Meal that was but ſufficient.to make a lit- 
tlle Cake, muſt not be ſpent till God ſend plen- 


ty. 


1,2. This is a terror to the wicked;they cannot fly F 


Y 


from him nor hide them any where , the moun- 
tains cannot cover them, nor the hills hide them 
from his wrath; in the depth of the Sea his arm 
will find them out, and the darkneſs of the night 
ſhall be as noon day before him; as David witne(- 
ſeth; therefore the Prophet ſaith, He that made 
the Eye ſhall not be ſee , and he that made the ear ſhall 
not he hear, and he that made the heart ſhall not ye un- 
derftand? tho? they ſay tuſh, God careth not 88 
theſe things, or is there underſtanding in the moſt 
High, though they ſit down to eat and-drink and 
Tiſe up to play, and glory in their vain minds, 
ſaying to morrow ſhall be as this day , and much 
more abundant ; though they cry peace, peace, to 
their ſouls, 6& put the evil day far away from them, 
though they glory#as 7udab,ſaying, I (it. like a Queen 
in the. miaft of the Nations,I ſhall not ſee widowhood nov- 
aeſolation for ever, yet both theſe ſhall come upon them 
zh one day, and deſtruttion ſhall fall upon them ſudd:n- 
ly, as forrow upon a wowanin travel. Therefore So- 
lomon admonifheth after .his Ironical  .canceſſion, 
Rejoyce O young may in thy youth , and let thy heart 
chear thee in the days of thy youth, and walkin the 
- ways of thyown heart, and in the ſight of thine cies; 
| yet know, that for all this God will bring thee to Fudg- 
ment. R 

4. This is the glory of all the ſervants of God , 
againſt all Idolaters and their Idol Gods, as that 
he kills and makes alive, he forms the Light and 
creates the Darkneſs, he caſts down to death, and 
ſays 
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like unto him ? by Wis the Apoſtle Preacheth to 
the Athenians, to reduce them from their ſuperſti. 
tious Idolatry,Wherein they ſo abounded, that they 
had an Altar to offer Sacrifice to the unknown 
God ; hereupon ſaith che Apoſtle, that Gbd which 
ye ignorantly worſhip, We Preach unto you, even 
him that made Heaven and Earth, and Seas and 
all that in them is, inwhom alſo we live and moye 
and have our Being. 

This ſtrengthened Abrahams faith, becauſe he 
conſidered not his own body, nor fhe deadneſs of 
Swabswomb, but the faithfulneſs of him that had 
promiſed, and that he was able alſo to do it ; this 
made the faith of the Centarion ſo glorious and ad- 
mirable in the eies of our Saviour , that he affirmed 
that he had not found ſo great faith not in all 7/- 


ſays again, rgtcurn # ſons of men, what God is 


. rael , becauſe he believed that he that made all 


things of nothing, was as able to command all di- 
{eaſes to come and go by his word, as he to com- 
mand his Souldiers and ſervants. Jn the Beginning 
God Created the Heavens and the Earth. Many que- 
ſtions are moved here,as why it is here ſaid, Cod 
created the Heavens and the Earth,and did not ſay.ler 
there be Heaven and Earth, &c. whether he created 
them. without the word, and hecauſe theres no 
mention;of the day, whether they were created. 
before the firſt day ? &c. To which ſome anſwer , 
that, he created a rude draught of them , which 
afterward he beautified and adorned by the word; 
for that it is the office of the word, to wit, of Je- 
{us Chriſt, to beautifie and adorn ; but this can- 
not be, for Fohy teſtifies, that God created no- 
thing without the word; and again, it cannot be 
| that 
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I An Expoſition of the 
that any thing ſhould be rude,*that God created ; 
for Solomon witneſleth, that'Ged created all things 


in number,weight and meaſure, whych ſignifies the 


ſweetelt harmony and perfect proportion that*can 


be, but it is evident to me, that itis a general | 


Teſtimony that God created all things, which-af- 
terward is amplified and explicated by the manner 
how, to wit, by the word; and the time when e- 
very particular part was created ; to wit, on which 
of the ſix days, for that every thing that 'was'cre- 
ated , wascreated in fix days, and nothing'net- 
ther before nor after ; as it is abundantly mani- 
feſted .in divers teſtimonies of the Scriptures, 
Wherefore all queſtions and diſputations contrary 
to that , I count not fit to be anſwered; butre- 
j2CMed as blaſphemous Atheiſms : But it may be 
ſome will alledge that the earth is ſaid to be with- 
out form and void : therefore it may ſeem that 
there was created a rude draught firſt, which af- 
terward was beautified ; whereto I anſiver., that it 
follows not, for then the Heavens ſhould have been 
faid'to be without form and void alſo, for if that 
firſt word ſhould fignifie the Creation of a'rude 


maſs, it muſt be of them both, for it is ſpoken of 
both; butI Juds that it is ſpoken to hold-forth 


the glorious work of Regeneration ;” which'the 
Holy Ghoſt is evermore in the Scripturesſhadow- 
ing out in all things ; to wit, therudenefs;empti- 


nels, vanity and folly of the earth and all exrthly- | 
power and wiſdom before the ſpirit of Gad move * 
upon it; which may alſo appear from the words 


of our Saviour to Nicodemuy, when he had'{po- 
ken ſo clearly concerning the Regeneration, which 
1s the moſt ſpiritual and divine work in the foul'of 
man z 
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man; Niced:mus nowhit underſtanding it, he faith, 
# If I have ſpoken to Jyoh of carthly things, and ye 

& underſtand not, how will you underſtand if 1 tell 
F you of heavenly things * Now ſome will conteſt 
againſt Allegories, atteſting the Scriptures tobe 
plain and full, ſetting forth the work and will of 
God in plain Teſtimonies; that there needs no 


E- Allegories, and others on the contrary are all Al- 
:h legorizing upon every Hebrew word almoſt ; yea, 
C- the Hebrew Rabbies or Doctors did in many a 
1- place Allegorize from the Characters beginning 
U- {ome words or ſome Sentences, or from the order 
'S. of characters in ſome words, which I ſay ſhews to 
ry us the mind of man, running into extreams in 
'e- his own wit; for the Scriptures plainly manifeſt 
be what manner of Allegories ſhould be uſed, for 
h- the Apoftle allegorizing upon Abrahams two ſons, 
at upon the name of Agar &c. and the Prophet hol- 
ff - ding forth the natural ſtate of man by the in-dwel- 
It ling of Zijm and Fim,the Owls and Screech-owls, 
en &c. acage of unclean birds, and a den of filthy 


at beaſts, ard the like. And on the contrary, ſetting 
de forth the Regenerate or ſpiritual ſtate by the bar- 
of WW ren woman having many children, the barren 
th Wilderneſs turned into a fruitfull field, the Wolf, 
he the Lyon and Lamb lying down together, a little 
W- Ci:1d playing upon the hole of the-Aſp, the brea- 
tis king of the ſwords and ſpears into ſcythes and pru-. 
Hy  ing-hooks,” and the like. This being almoſt the 
ve M8 vihole current of the Scripture , ſhews vs that the 
rds 8 ſpitit of God is exceedingly delighted inall ſuch 
20- 8 2llegories, as hold forth the fruitleſs, barren,cold, 
< deſolate, dead eſtate of man without Chriſt ; his 
of Wl fooliſh and vain mind , his earthly and carnal af- 


tections, 
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12 An Expoſition of the 
fetions, his fooliſh and blind judgment, his envi- 
ous, bitter and brutiſh ſpirity his froward and per- 
verſe will without the ſpirit, his filthy thoughts, 
blaſphemous words, wicked ways without the word 
of grace, as alſo much more in ſuchas hold forth 
the glorious work of regeneration, that makes of 
2 Sinner a Son of God. Therefore the Apoſtle 
cries out, O the hetght and the depth of the wiſdom of 
God, how unſezrchable are his ways and his judgments 
paſt finding out! Ard again, he calls it the height 
and depth, length and breadth of the love of 
God, that paſſeth knowledg ; and again, the ex- 
ceeding Riches of the glory of his grace, in his 1o- 
ving kindneſs toward us, which the Prophet holds 
forth by a City, whoſe Gates, Foundations, Win- 
dows, Pavements, and Battlements, are Gold, 
Pearl, precious Stones, the work of the Lord. &c. 
and many the like Allegories, and our Saviour com- 
Pares to a ſmall grain of Muſtard-ſeed, that grows 
to the likeneſs of a tree with boughs and branches ; 
to alittle Leaven that leavens three meaſures of 
meal, &c. 

Now to the word, In the Beginning God created 
the Heavens and the Earth. ; 

This Expreſſion I ſaid is a general Teſtimony, 
that as Fohn witneſſeth that nothing was created 
without the word, to wit, Jeſus Chriſt the Eter- 
nal Son of Gcd; {o Moſes hereby teacheth, that 
there js nothing but Ged created it in the begin- 


ning,by the Heavens,ſfignifyingall heavenly things, 8 
as Spirits, Angels, or whatever there is that is a- 
bove the knowledp of man ; as that Eternal and i 


inacceſſible light whercin God dwells, to which 
no creature can approzch, that eternal darkneſs 


and 


and burning, called Hell, prepared for the Devil 

and his Angels,&c. into which the wicked ſhall be 
2 caſt at the laſt day , when the Righteous are taken 
F up into heaven, which the ſubtle mind of man 
would be prying into; as what Hell is, when it was 
created, and where it is, &c. and ſome have divi- 
ded it in their conceits into ſeveral rooms, ſome 
from which there is rio return, and ſome from 
which the Souls ſhall return to Heaven, aſter they 
have ſuffered there ; and be purified by Sufferings; 
and therefore call it Purgatory ; but all in vain, 
for the Scripture fignifying no more but that there 
is ſuch things, it is manifeſt, that neither is it the 
will of God, nor profitable to man, that man 
ſhould know any more of them ; as for the place, 
where Hell is, about which there are many Diſ- 
putes, but as the Apoſtle faith, by men of vain 
minds; for the things there holden forth to us by 
Heaven, are Incorporeal creatures, and therefore 
need no place to contain them, nor cannot be con- 
tained in any place. As for Purgatory, our Savi- 
our doth fully clear it, in the Parable of D:ves and 
Lazarus, that aſlſoon as man dies he is carried to 
Heaven or Hell, and after that there is no exchange 
of this place or ſtate ; the purging of every ſoul is 
by ſufferings in this world, as our Saviour himſelf 
was perfected through ſufferings here, whilſt he 
was cloathed with our mortal nature; ſo we muſt 
be made conformable to him who is our Head, our 
Leader, our Fore-runner, the Captain of our Sal 
F»ation. Therefore hath God our heavenly Fa- 
Wrher ſet the world, the Devil, the flefhly mind, 
all in oppoſition to a Chriſtian life,, and given 
them power to tempt, to afflict, yea to woney 
an 
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and lead us Captive, and charged us to watch, to 


goinarmour,to fight,&c. that through many tribu- T: 
lations we may enter into joy; through-milſery to ob. 7; 


tain mercy , through darkneſs into light, through | 
death into life, that we may know that the Iſſues of 
death and life are fromthe Lord. So likewiſe by 
earth is ſignified all viſible and corporeal creatures, 
as dry land, and waters, hills, mountains, Rocks and 
valleys, Seas, Fountains, Rivers, fiſh and fleſh of all 
ſorts, Trees, herbs, fruits, cc. called by the A- 
poſtle the earth and its fulneſs, and declared by 
the Pſalmiſt to be put in ſubjection to man, that 
he may know how heſhould exerciſe his wiſdom. 
Let him treat of theſe, Rule theſe, take pleaſure 
in theſe, kill and eat, or otherwiſe uſe to his be- 
nefit or delizat, for God hath given him all theſe 
liberally to enjoy, and grudgeth not z therefore 
he gave Solomon wiſdom to diſcourſe of all theſe, 
from the low Hyſop to the tall Cedar tree; ſo of ri- 
ches and delizhts, of wiſdom and folly, of vanity 
and the fear of God, but let no man preſume to 
meddle with God and Angels, Devils an&power: 
of Darkneſs, Heavenand Hell, cc. but fſimplj 
and plainly what the Scripture ſpeaks of them, for 
they are not put into ſubjection to man. | 
And the Earth was without form, and void ,, ani 
Darkneſs yon the Deep. This is that I ſay, which 
Gcd weuld have us to know ,, and which is profi® 
table for us ro know, the empty, confuſed, vain,” 
blind, fooliſh mind of man, without the.guiding 
and government of Gods holy Spirit, and yet what F? 
a great deep it is, what great underſtanding man's. 
bath, being a weak creature, to take the Gvifteſt 
to tame the wildeſt, tonſe the ſtrongeſt, to findþ 
Ol 
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ont ſuch as live in the moſt ſecret dark or remote 


places ofthe earth, to overcome thoſe thathaye 
"© thegreateſt enmity to him ; he can take the fiſh of 


what! 


0 find 
Ou 


the Sea; even the great Whale , and make meat: 
of ſome, and other uſe and benefit of others, and 
the fowls of the ayr , he can make a dog to aſliſt 
him, and the fiſhes of the River with a thred, or 
horſe-hair, and a ſmall rod; how can he tame the 
Lyon, and tame the Savage Bear, and teach the 
Fowlsto ſpeak the words of men, and tune notes ; 
and the horſe to imitate mans actions, how infi- 
nite ismans $kill in theſe things, and in wondrous 
Arts of the Mechanicks,Muſick, Geometry, where- 
in his inventions of Inſtruments and works by.land* 
and water, and wind, is a great deep; as the bur- 
ning of Limeſtones to till the earth, the making of 
Gunpowder, the work of Conduits, the Wind- 
glaſs, Burning-glaſs, Profpective-glaſs, Multiply- 
ing-elaſs, the finding of Mines in the earth, of 
Coals, Iron, Lead, Silver, Gold, &c. What a great 
deep is the wiſdom of man ? But O whata dark- 
neſs lies upon it ! which Solomon well knew and te- 
{cified, when God had given him the enjoyment of 
all, anda wiſe and underſtanding heart to make 
uſe of them ſo fully and freely, that none ever had 
the like; yet being inſtructed by the Spirit of 
Gcd, he cries out, Vanity of YVarities, all is Vanity 
that 35 under the Sun. This 15 that which teachetn 
man&he e:rptineſs of all things, and not the large 
ſiznification of the Hebrew word( Tohu and Bohn) 


_*Fand this is an Allegory wherein the ſpirit of truth 
D male 9, 
freſt hy 


is much delighted, and which is profitable for 
man to uſe ; and herein is the darkneſs, God hath 
grven man this wiſdom, he glories in it; theſe crea- 

tures 
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tures, he ſatisfies his luſt in them ; Riches, he op: 
preſſeth the poor; ſtrength, he breaks down the it 
weak ; natural endowments, he is proud of them; Wk 
and in all forgets his Maker. Thetefore the Pro. | 
phet proclaims him to be more brutiſh than the 
bruit beaſts of the earth. . The Ox knows his owner, 
and the Aſs his maſters crib, But Iſrael hath forgot- 
ten his God days without number. AS Iſrael when 
God had brought them out of Egypt, the houſe of 
Bondage. and given them the good land of Canaan, 
and layd Kings necks under their feet, even twen- 
' ty and one in one day, © they forgot God and 
gloried in their bow, and fhield, and fpear, and 
multitude of Armies, and counſel for war; ſo we 
forget that all theſe are the creatures of God, and 
ſo are we, and our wiſdom,and whatever we enjoy ; 
all created and given us to glorifie him in and with 
them, 2s the Apoſtle ſaith, By. him, and through 
him, ans for him are all things. But man lives with- 
out God in the world , and thinks his cark and care 
what he ſhall eat and drink, and wherewith he ſhall 
be cloathed, will preſerve him; he ſatisfies his 
Luſts, oppreſles the poor and needy, and faith, 
tuſh God careth not for theſe things, he domineers 
Jn his power that he hath on the earth, and faith 
his tongue is his own ; he is the man that ought to 
{peak, who is Lord over him ? as Pilate gloried 
over Jeſus ; I have power to looſe thee, and to Crucifi 
thee. And Pharaoh glories, Who t the Lorghthat | 
ſhould let I{rael go ? and Nebuchadnezzar vaunts a-| 
gainlt Damels Interpretation of his Dream, 7: 
not this great Babel that I have built by the might of my 
power, and for the glory of my Majeſty ? and his Suc- 
<ellors glory afcer him to drink wins in the veſſels 

that 
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that.belongs to the Lords Tetnple, and another a- 
gajnſt the three children.” Who '# that'God that car 
© Zeliver you out of my hands? © | | 
But what, became of them all ? yea he hatcheth 
miſchief in his Bed, and hides his counſel, and 
thinks God ſhall not know it, therefore-the Pro- 
pher gemindeth. man of this Creation, and faith, 
He that made the eye , ſhall 'not he ſee, ahd hethat 
made the ear ſhall wot he hear, and he that made'the 
heart ſhall not he underſtand? Yet ſuch & darkneſsis 
vpon this deep ſearching heart of man, that be 
can neither ſee with the eye, nor hear with the 
ear, nor-conceive with the heart, thethings:that 
God hath layd-up for them that love him, -norun- 
derſtand the things that belongs to his peace inthe 
day of his viſitation. Such a'darkneſs is upen him 
that he calls light darkneſs,” and darkneſs light ; 
takes good for evil, and evil for good ;'jJuſtifies 
he wicked for a reward, and condemns the gene- 
ation of Gods people ; and ſpeaks good 'of the 
ovetous whom God abhorreth , and- which is 
more than all, fights againſt God,and ſpurns againſt 
the Holy One of Iſrael. And this Udall ſorts, 
doth King and Subjetts;- Prieſt and People;Prdfeſ- 
ors and Prophane, which made David exclaim z 
"by do the Gentiles rage, ar.d the people-rmnfir aivai 
bing, the Kings ſtand up and the Rule! sak;'colniſel 
_ agdinſt the Lord, and ajainſt «his Whos 


Again, this darkneſs is upon mans mind;that-he 
egards not what he ſhould imploy his-ſtadjes in , 
nd what not, and therefore in a- boutidleſs licen- 
1ouſneſs he rangeth c-2t into the conteftiplation of 
hings not ſubject to him, as of the ſtars, attribu- 
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ting to them a power to help or hinder in his hng- 
bandry, as ſowing and reaping, in Phyſick and Chi- 


rurgery. as gatheringand uſing of his Ingredients, of 


Letting-bloud,&s. Whereas the word doth plain- |, 


ly fay that God hath appointed them to gave light 
y day and night, and to be for ſigns and ſeaſons, 
s and years ; and therefore are of no othef con- 
cernment unto men : fo that the, Prophet ſaith 
plainly , He that «bſerveth the wind ſhall not ſow,and 
be that reg erdeth the clouds ſhall not reap. Yet man 
proceedeth further to have communion with the 
Devil, whence are all Aſtrologers, Soothſayers, 
Inckanters , Witches, Wizards, Star-gazers, and 
monthly-Prognoſticators, ſo greatly condemned in 
the word; as James, and pug that withſtood 
Xeſes io theſe glory in theſe Arts , and will plead 
for them as Divine, and ſuch is the darkneſs of the 
mind, they areallowed on in Kingdoms, tho? God 
hath abſolutely commanded, thou ſhalt not ſuffer a 
Witch tolive , yet are they ſought unto ;' as Saul 
fought uato the witch of: Emder, ſo men ſeek to 
theſe, their Goods are ſtollen or ſtrayed away, they 
would have them again; they would know what 
ortunes they muſk have : Kings would know the 
vents of their wars before hand, &c. no fear of 
God; no ſeeking God, no hopes in God, as the 
Pſalmiſt faith, not one that doth good, no not one that 
ſecketh after God,&c. And again, God is not in al 

their thoug hts. | 
Further , this darkneſs lies moſt upon mans 
mind in,refpect of his Soul, for therein he blefſeth! 
himſelf, in the way of his own heart, and cries 
peace peace to his Soul, though he be far from the 
ways of peace ; and adds Drunkenneſfs to thirſt 
Hereil 
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Herein he gloriesin his own condition, eſteeming 


| no man likehim 3 faying with the Phariſee, Iam 


F wot like this Publican ter like other men. © Herein 


lefſeth} 
& cries 
om the 
) thirſt 
Herell 


he eſteems himfelf the Child of God, whilſ he is 
the child of the Devil, and doth his works ;- herein 
as our Saviour faith, Je ſtrains at 4 gnat, and' fwal- 
lows a Camel, he tythes Mint, Commin and--Anni- 
ſeeds, and negletts the mighty matters of the law, 
Mercy, Jadzment, and Truth ; he obſerves Faſts, 
Feaſts, New-Moons, and Sabbaths, &c. and his 
hands full of bloud, end his heart full of Deceit and 
guile, he makes long Prayers and devours widows 
houſes, he glories in God, and perſecutes the Son 
of God, and ell that wait for him ; he glories in 
the Law,and through breaking the Law,diſhonours 
God ; he boaſts of the word of God and cannot. 
endure to hear of the Spirit of God, ſantifying 
the Church ; but obſerves and conforms his ways 
tothe word of God, and counts his own works to 
be the onely ſantification; and to talk of the Spi- 
rit to be Enthuſiaſmes and vain Dreams ; ſo as the 
Apoſtle faith £ Men have itching ears, and make 
Preachers 'to themſelves ;, and call the Miniſters of 
the Golpel, call'd and ſent by Jeſus, vain Bablers ; 
and fay that their Dotrine hath neither head nor - 
foot, end nor fide, that it is a Doctrine of Licen- 

tioulneſs.#c. 

And the Spirit of God moved upon the waters. 

Here*s the Doctrine of free Grace ſhadowed out 
to us, man moves not towards God, butGod to 
man; Godwas'in Chriſt' reconciling the world ro 
himſelf, when-the earth was without form, and 
void, under deep darkneſs, then the Spirit of God 
-moved, the-firft motion muſt be from God; here- 
D 2 In 
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ia &. Love,ſaith the Divine, not tbat we loved bim\, MM | 
but he loved us firſt. He draws by draughts of love, I | 
thewthe Spouſe runs; he quickens, and when'? even Fi 
when weare dead in fins and treſpeſſes;he chuteth, 
and whom ? the loſt of 1/7ae/,, and *abjeCts of the þ 
Gentiles ; he comforts:them that mourn in' Zo, 
he refreſheth the weary, and heavy_ laden, he calls 
the halt; the lame and blind ; mans neceſlity 1s the 
day of Gods opportunity; in the greateſt diftceſs 
will God be neareſt, in the Mount -will the Lord be 
ſeen, he feeds the ncedy with bread, and the hun- 
gry with good things; the moving of God is the 
foundation of all good to man; if the Spirit had not 
moved, the earth had continued ſtill empty, void, 
and dark ; ſotill God move in the Spirit of Love, 
Pity and Compaſſion , mat lies in vanity and 
folly, under great ignorance of his own miſery, 
and Gods mercy. | 

| .. Then God ſaidlet there be Light. 

Here we have the beginning of the Divine na- Ml gc 
ture to appear ; if he ſpeak, the thing is done, Ml he 
his word returns not in vain, this is the working WM k11 
and ſpeaking of Ged; for with him to-ſpeak is to Ml Pi! 
work, and to work is,but to ſay the word : This IM Et 
is the glory of God, which was the magnifying ll ':f: 
of the Centurions faith, who ſaid to our Saviour , Ml 1»c 
ſay but the word ard my ſervant ſhall be whole. This WW 01 
is to believe in him, this is to glorifie him, even Wot 
to truſt in him, and call upon him upon this ac- 
count-,-that he can and will do it-« The power is 2 
with him, it is no more but to ſay:the word, he will 7 
do It; for mercy, is with him, ,even.to enemies, | 
even to Sinners ; ſo that the Apo{tle ſaith, he can- 
not deny himſelf , as if he had ſaid, he cannot but 
| be 


:m\, MW be mercifull, it is his nature ; therefore the Divine 
ove, I faith, God z Love, | 
.- 2. Here we have the Trinity of the Godhead , 


ven 

2th, & the Spirit moving,the Father creating by the word, 
the &@ to wit, by the Son; and all but one abſglute God. 
;0n; WM The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Spi- 
-alls WM rit is God, and yet but one God ; as it is ſaid, God 
the WW is 2 Spirit, ſpeaking of the whole Godhead, even 
ceſs WM all the Three Perſons in the Unity of the God- 


head; ſo it is faid, He that beleeueth in the Son , 
hath the Father and the Holy Spirit ; manifeſting, 


the IM that to Believe in one, is to Believe in all ; and be- 
not Ml lieving uniteth man to God; and to be united to 
did, WM one, is to be united to all; therefore our Saviour 
ve, WM calleth it, implanting. | 
and 3. Here is the carrying on of this excellent Alle- 
ry, WW gory, when man is nothing but a maſs of fin, a 
Lump of Iniquity, living in ignorance of himſelf, 
and of his God; that there?s nothing in him that's 
na- WW good , and yet he ſees not his miſerable eſtate; but 
ne, Wl he is like a man that dreams he is eating and drin- 


king, but when he awakes, he faints : Then God 
pitying his miſerable condition gives his Son, his 


his Wy Eternal Word, his mighty Work, For in him 
ing Wl ifs, and that life is the light of men. For he is no 
ur , WM {ooner received, but man js enlightened, brought 
his WF out of the great darkneſs, into the marvelous light 
ren Wot God. As here, when the Earth was without form 
ac- WY 414 void, and rothing but a deep darkneſs, then God 
ris MMc/eates Light ; and (o by the glorious work of God 
will tie obſcure ſtate js changed into a heautifull ſtate : 
es, AS Exelyel holds forth, comparing 1/rael to a child 
10- WF call forth jn it*s goar-bloud, to ſhame and deſtru- 
out WI <tion, without any hope or help; this is the day of 

be ' = wad Gods 
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Gods love, and he ſaid to the Soul live. This 
mighty creating word ,this life and light-giving word 

neckens, yea waſhes, cleanſes, rinces, till there be no 
$1chy ſpor left, yea adorns and beautifies with perfe# 7 
beanty. Here's the excellent Allegory, fo he al- | 
ludes to this Godhead, who commanded light to 
ſhine out of darkneſs, is he that hath ſhined in our 
hearts, to give the Light of the knowledg of God 
in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. 

| And there was Light. 

Here's the divine power, not only a work , but 

a work that manifeſts it felf to be of God; as the 
man born blind, having received his fight from our 
Saviour, faith, Since the World was Created #t was ne- 
ver beard, that any one bath opened the ees þf one that 
was bernblind. Such (as our Saviour faith) are all 
the works of God. If I have done the Works which 


none other among you can do, if ye believe not me, yet 


believe for the very works Peru So here the deep 
Q 


darkneſs is turned into abſolute Light ; ſo the Pro- 
pher ſaith, rhe people that ſat in darkneſs in the Re- 
g10n of the ſhadow of death, have ſeen a great light. 
So the Apoſtle. y: were ſometimes darkne[s, now light 
in the Lora Son Ezckels viſions of dry bones. Be- 
bold,faith the Textythey were very dry,and he ſaid,Som} 
of :an,can theſe live ? Lord,(aith hc,th:u kaoweſt,, and 
God ſpeaks, the Spirit moves, and they became an Ar-| 
zny of men. That is the work of God which none} 
other can do, as1n daily providence, a clear day, % 
and Sun ſhifting bright , end by and by, a ſhowr; 2 


and on the contrary, on a rainy, darkſom, gloomy ** 
day, forthwith the clouds expelled and the Sun 
ſhines bright ; as our Saviour when the Diſciples | 


awaked him for tear of the ſtorm that was upon 
them, 
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them 2s they were Sailing ; crying, Maſter fareus, 
we periſh; he commands, and forthwith there was 


® a calm. Therefore the Apoſtle ezcellently ſet- 


"4 teth forth the converſion of man, arguing againſt 


the Tews and falſe Apoſtles, that it is not by works; 
for ſaith he, we are hs workmanſhip, created in Chriſt 
Tejus. 
F And God ſaw the Light that #t was good. 
That which is of God is good, that which is 
not of him is not good ; here appears the Fountain 
of goodneis, from whence all goodneſs flows z man 
eſteems that good which anſwers his carnal deſires, 
but it proves not ſo, therefore the Prophet faith, 
a deluded Spirit hath deceived them, they fecd on aſhes 
inſtead of bread. And again, complaining, he faith 
| to lſrael, why lay ye out your money for that which ts 
220 bread, and your Laborr for that which ſatisfies nor. 
When God enlightens the mind with true know- 
ledg of his ſinful eſtate, that's good ; when he cor- 
refts man for ſin, that*s good ; the correCtion of 
the father is good for the child ; when God makes 
man of a finner a Son of God, that*s good;but when 
the Devil ſaith thou ſhalt not die, but ſhalt become 
like God, that?*s not good. This is flattery and 
deceitful likeneſs, and not the truth; the Light 
ſhewed the evil State of the earth, inthatempty 
confuſed darkneſs, ſo the light of God ſhews the 
deſolate eſtateof man _innature, and thereby ap- 
pears the goodneſs of that gracious work of Gcd. 
And Ged ſeparated the light from the Darkneſs, 
This is the ſingular work of God to ſeparate 


-F things that differ, and ordain every thing for it?s 


own proper uſe: the Light and day is for man to 
work in.as faith the Pſalmiſt, every one to his laboar, 
D4 .-. — 
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but the wild Beaſts and night-birds to their dens and 
holes; but on the night, man to his Reſt,and the o- 
ther to- thei prey ; Thus with man, when God 
hath not given the light of eternal life in bis ſoul 
all is night with him , he lives in palpable Egyp- 
tian darkneſs, works the works of darkneſs, as the 
Apoſtic faith, they that ſleep, ſleep 1 the night, and 
they that are drunk, are druukin the night. There- 
fore the Apoſt:e exhorts the Church to walk as 
chiidren of the light, and have no fellowſhip with 
the unfaithfull works of darkneſs; yea even to 
withdraw from every Brother that walketh diſor- 
derly, &c. Hence Moſes gave 1/r:e! many typical 
Laws, that they ſhould not yoak the Oxe and the 
Aſs together, and that they ſhould not weave 
linnen and woollen together,and the Apoſtle com- 
mands, be not unuqually ycak*d ; and faith , what 
fellowſh p hath light with darkneſs, or what communi- 
on bath Chrift wah Belzal? And James ſaith, ſweet 
watcr and bitter cannot come out of one Fountain, nor 
Bleſſing and Curſing both ont of one mouth. 

4.4 God called the Light day, and the Darkieſs 
night . and the Evening and the Morning were 
the firſt Day. 

Here is ſet down the Order of all things, the 
Evening beforg the Morning, the Garknels before 
the light, following ſtill the excellent Allezory, 
as the Apoſtic alſoin Abrahams two ſons , he that 
was af:ep tic fleſh , was before him that was after 
the promiſe; that which is of man , is before . hat 
which is of God, therefore it is -a:led the oid 
man, and the other the new man: $» God makes 
two Covenants, the one eſtabliſh'd in the works 
of mar, ſaying, Do this and live, and this brings all 

ES | under 
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under the curſe; the” other eſtabliſh*d in Chriſt; 
| Gying, 1 will be their God, and they ſhall be my peo- 
© ple, 1 will be their Father, and they ſhall be my ſons 
J 1rd dauobters. The Apoſtle calls the firſt the mi- 
A niſtration of death and condemnation, and that 
which is to be aboliſhed 3 and the latter the mini- 
ſtration of faith andrighteouſneſs, and that which 
remaineth ; ſo the former is called the old Covye- 
nant, and a covenant of works, and the latter a 
new covenant, a covenant of grace ; ſo the whole 
Scripture or written word, "is contained in two 
Teſtaments, in the firſt is the Law or Covenant of 
works, in the latter is the Goſpel or Covenant of 
race; thus we have the Order, the Evening is 
defore the morning, darkneſs before the Light, 
leſh before the Spirit , the old man, old Teſta- 
ent, old Covenant, Works, Curſe, Condemna- 
on, Death, before the New man, New Teſta- 
nent, New-Covenant, Grace, Bleſſing , Righte- 
duſneſs, Eternal Liſe ; but the Old ones are all 
o be aboliſh'd; as the Apoſtle faith , o/d things 
re done away, behold allthings are” become new. $0 It 
written, Sorrow may endure for the night, but joy 
wes 1n the morning. So the Spirit in all the Pro- 
nets, pronouncing the judgment of God againſt 
| nations for Sin , never ſpeaks of a day, but 
en he foretells the mercies of God in Jeſus, and 
s wonderfull works of Redemption, Juſtification, 
nctification, and Salvation of Sinners. He faith 
that day, or after thoſe days, or the like z ſo 
Sc when God hath turned darkneſs into light, 
La ſeparated the light from the darkneſs, and cal- 
L the Light day, and the Darkneſs night , then 

Evening and the Morning make a day. a 

| ts 
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 Day-ſtar the Lord Jeſus come and work the work 
of the Father in us; as the Prophet faith, we /#| 


"> nt thts be 


An Expoſition ofthe © 
this is the firſt day, before that God hath wrought 


his mighty work in the Soul by Jeſus Chriſt, all is 
darkneſs; yea man himſelf is darkneſs. Te were 


ſometimes darkneſs faith the Apoſtle, there 1s no day, 


no light, ſo that Peter tells the Church, tho? they 
had the ſure word of the Prophets, they waited 
but as to a Light that ſhineth in darkneſs until the Day 
dawn and the Day-ſtar ariſe in our hearts, till that 


in darkzeſs ;, therefore though the word of truth 
be clear and plain, as it is ſaid, The Yiſ1on ts writ 
$e14n large Charatters, that he that runs may read 
yet we underſtand it not; for it is written, Thy 
Light ſhineth in darkneſs, but the darkneſs compre- 
hends it-not;, nay we pervert it, and turn the Truth 
intoa Lie; therefore ſee what a great Darkneſ 
we live in till God command the Light of everlaſt. 
ing Life to ſhine in our hearts; therefore the Pro- 
phert compares it to being in a Dungeon, where 


there is no Light, under Gates of Braſs and Bar; 
of Iron,becauſe there*s none canlooſe us out of that 
priſon but Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Power of God, 
and Wiſdom of God unto Salvation ; and the A: 
poſtle ſaith, The God of this world, to wit, the De 
vil, hath blinded our eyes, leſt the light of | the plori| 
ons Goſpel of Jeſus Chriff ſhould ſhine in our hearti; 
fo that that ſtate is called Bondzge, Captivity, 
Darkneſs, groſs Darkneſs, and the like; there: 
fore this js the firſt day, when by the Light of Gol 
we ſee what darkneſs we have lived in, and ares: 
ſhamed of the Blindneſs of. oux Minds , of ou! 


' Vain pleaſures, our luſtful Deſires , the unfruitful 


works of Darkneſs, wherein we are exerciſed un 
the! 
g 


- 
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theday of our Ignorance : And now we know thar 
the iffues of Death and of Life are from the Lord, 


* that our deftruttion-is from our ſelves, but our - 


Salvation-is of God; that there is no good thing 
in tis; that we can do no good thing of our ſelves, 
we are not ſuſicient for one good thought, tirart 
God alone doth all, it is he that worketh our 
works for ns, and worketh in us both to will and 
to do according to his own good pleaſure; and 
now we call all the Creatures of God to praiſe the 
Lord with us ; for God hath put a new Song into 
our moeths, and hath filled our Souls with his own 
works; as now he proceedeth after he hath crea- 
ted the Light, to fill Heaven and Earth with Crea- 
tures. 

Again God ſaid, Let there be nu Firmament 11: 
the midſt of the waters, and let it ſeparate the waters 
from the waters ;, then God made the Firmanent, and 
ſeparated the waters which were under the Firmament, 
from the waters Which were above the Firmament. and 
it was ſo, and God called the Firmament Heaven, and 
the Evening and the Morning was the ſecond day. 

Here 1s ſet forth the Work of the Second Day, 
wherein firſt we have the Glorious Out-going of 
God in the word of his Power, to wit, in Jeſus , 
who is the Wifdom and Power of God, even the 


_ eternal, living Word, by which he created all 


things, and without whom nothing wes created, 
the Wiſdom that was with him befote the world 
was; this is holden forth unto us, in that Jo/es 
upon every days work faith ( God ſaid ) whereup- 
ON Fohrn faith, There was nothing created without th: 
Word; whereby is teſtified unto us , that God's 
{peaking is not as man's ſpeaking: But it is God's 
appearing 
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- appearing in Chriſt "to plorifie himſelf in giving 
out his fulneſs for the comfort/of 'Man, andbe- 


hold what is now'created, Heaven, calPda Firma- 
ment, that ſeparateth Waters from Waters, Wa- 
ters above from Waters below. What is this? 


Luther ſaith plainly he knows not what theſe wa- | 


ters above ares; but.if we conſider the matter well, | 
it will be as' hard''a'thing to.fay what is meant by 
waters below, 'and how the! Firmament is faid to 
ſeparate them from waters above : Some ſuppoſe 
from this Expreſſion, as alſo from that wherein it 
is ſaid, when God drowned all :the World. by 'wa- 
ters, that the Fonntains of the great deep were bre- 
hen up, and the windows of Heaven were opened, that 
it is meant by waters that were on the Earth; and 
- waters that .were above the Firmament ;; but it is 
ſaid to ſeparate, them, whenas the waters on the 
'Earth preſs down.to the Earth, and tend not up- 
wards, that there is no neceſſity of any thing to 


—____uA 


keep them from above; and if there be waters} 


above, it is manifeſt they cleave as cloſe to the 
place where God hath ſeated them, that there falls | 
not adrop down without the Command of God  } 
asSit is written, God commands the Clouds, and they | 
drop down fatneſs : my Judgment therefore is, that | 
by the Firmament , which here it is ſaid God crea: | 
ted, and called it Heaven, is what we feg above 
our heads, wherein we ſee Sun , Moon, Stars and ' 
Clouds; and by waters below, is meant all things 
here on Earth, with man created for man, and 
ſubjetted to man; and by waters above, is meant, 
all things above what we ſee; as God, Angels,Spi- | 
Tits, and whatever there may be elſe ; and that | 
theſe are hoth holden forth unto us by waters, be- | 
__ cauſe] 
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one ſubjected : to-man?s Contemplatien;.as 'to his 
Uſt-and Benefit, yet ſo deep; that he cannot reach 
tothe underſtanding of them all, 4n his corrupted 
Eſtate ; yet he underſtood perfectly by his Crea- 
tion, as appeared: by Adam's giving' Names to- 
them all ; wherein doubtleſs he expreſs?d their 


Natures fully'; the. other ſeparated from man's 


reach wholly ; therefore- it is ſaid, - that God dwel- 
lethrin inacceſſible Light ,whereto x0 Creature approach- 
eth'; andthis.is the Separation, that- man be kept 
below 'ypon Earttt; 'it is his proud Spirit that af- 
Pires upward, and-the Devil hath taught many 
by his Oracles, and by Dreams, and Revelations, 
and Viſions, which he-made them believe that they 
had from God, to pry into things-above the Firma- 
ment.,-whence we have many Stories of a watery 
Region,- and 'a- fiery Region, and eight Spheres, 
and a:Czlum Empyreum, and the: like; but. God 


' hath ſet a Firmament for us to ſee, which muſt 


termjnateour luſting deſires after Knowledge how 
many degrees of Angels there are, as Cherubims 


/ and Seraphims, and their Offices, what Places for 


the Souls of .the Fathers and Infants, and 8ll ſuch 
like things are meer Phantaſies infuſed by the- De- 
vil; and.whatever - we have concerning the Stars, 
their fortitude and: weakneſs, [their Significations 
of Weather, Mens Fortunes, and all the like, are 
meerly deviliſh ;:for God hath ſet a Firmament, 
wherein we may ſee,” as David faith, rhe Glory of 
Gogdifplay*d in fo great a number of Creatures, 
butto-know their ſeveral Magnitudes aid Influ- 
ENCE; upon .carthly Bodies, is not granted to us; 
but this-we may.rather conclude, that as God hath 
diſplai'd 
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diſplaid 2/ great Glory of Wiſflonrand Bounty in 
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Plants and Vegetable Creatures, 20d 
more in Senſitive Animals ; as Beaſts of the Earth, 
Fowls of the Air; Fiſh in the 'Scas; andryct far 
more in the Rational Creature, to wit, Man ;; to 
whom h- #ath-ſubjeed all thoſe things; fo he hath | 
ordained the Stars as in 2a higher place, fo for x 
higher Glory ; and yet the Sun and Moon-for to 
gjorific him in a higher manner, the : Angels in far 


them, as the Names of Cherubims, Serephims, 
Principalitics , Powers , and Dominions, makes 
ſome to ſuppoſe that they are all for: the magnify. 
ing of the Name of their Creator in higher 'Glo- 
ty: asthey are created in more ſplendent Bright- 
neſs or power ;, but yet we are to underſtand this, 
that though they exceed Man in his created Na-} 
tare, yet inthe Regeneration Man far excells them 


all, and there they muſt all learn the Glory\of the} 


Grace of ' God from the Church, and ithey muſt all 
glorific God for the Converſion of a Sinner, and 
they mult pitch their Tents about the habitationof 
the Righteous; for they are charged to keep them! 
mall cheir ways, and wait upon them, ftil)bear-! 
mg them up m their hands: and this continues! 


ſtill the moſt excellent Allegory, that when God. 


hath made man a new Creature, and given the 
Light'of eternal Life in his Soul, then he ſets the! 
Heaven before his eyes , even the Divine Nature, 
to be a ſure Firmament:to ſeparate that which is. of 
Man from that which is from God; that whathe; 
counted Divine before, is now connted Be | 


Rudiments of the world ; what he efteemed Gain 3 


to :him before., he now counts Loſs, and woe 
all 


higher ; and © if there be any difference. amongſt | 
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and Dung co him 4 now is all that is below, ſept» 
rared from that which is above; all that is of the 
Fleſh, from that which is of the Spirit ; the Law 
from the Goſpel, Works from Grace, the Wiſe 
dom and Power of Man from that of God ; now 
isMan taught to ſeparate things that differ ; now 
the Law, Wrath, Curſe, Condemnation, and 
Death to the Fleſh, with all the Luſts and AﬀeRj- 
onsof it, for Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the 


Kingdom of God; but Grace, Mercy, Truth, 


Peace, and loving Kindneſs to the. Soul from the 
Father of Mercies through Jeſus Chriſt the Prince 
of Peace; here is an abſolute Separation : The 
Wiſdom of the Fleſh u from below, ſaith the Apo- 
ſle; wearndl, ſenſual and deviliſi, ;, but that which 
i from above, 1s pure , praceable\and gentle. | See 
how the Apoſtle ſeparates theſe , when he faith, 
T live, yet not I, but Feſus that dwell im me; I1.ſan, 


| go not T, but Sin that dwclleth in me: how he makes 


itſelf nothing but. Sin in the Fleſh, but free from 
Sin in Chriſt ; therefore as touching the one, he 
faith, 1 am not ſufficient for one good thought ;, and 
yet on the other ſide, he faith, / can do all chings 
Through Chriſt ſtrerigthering me © inthe 0:46 he com-' 
Plains that he is /2d Cprrve to the Law of Sin and 
Death; in the otherhe triumphs; laying, Who 
ſhall accuſe, who ſhallcondemn, who ſhall lay any thing 
zo the charge of Gods Eleft? And again, We are 
wore than Conquerors, &&. Many are the T ciumplis 
through Chriſt by the Prophets ; as, O Death where 
6 thy ſting ? O Grave, where is thy Viftory ? And 
again, They ſhall return to Sion with Foy, 4nd a Crown 


, of tverlaſting Foy ſhall be upon their Heads. So alſo 


many aretheir Complaints and Mournings in the 
| Fleſh ; 
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Fleſh ; as David ſaith,] am a Maſs of Sin, 4 Limp 


of Iniquity, my. ſins are gone over my head, a burden | 
AIR ap > to bear. Thus all that are enlight} 


ned, receive Gifts from above, makea clear, ſgpa- ' 


foo heavy for 


ration, that all may decreaſe in the old Man, and 


increaſe in the -new Man, with the increaſings of 


Kt 


God. 
154 Aad it was ſo. 

3.: This is a moſt remarkable Expreſlion, and holds 
forth unto us the great difference between the 
words of God, and the words of Man ; God ſpake, 
ard it was done; he command.d, and great was the 
Company of Preachers, 

Thus the Seryants of God glory in the Word 
of God, how mighty it is; it wakes the. Hinds to 
calve, it divides the flames of fire, ſhakes the Wilder- 
nefs of Kadeſh, it is like a double-edged ſword, di- 
wides betwixt the. Marrow and the Bone, diſcerns the 


thoughts and intentions of the heart ; yea, ſaith the} 


-Prophet, he hifſes for the Fly of Egypt, ans the Bet 
of Aſar ; ſignifying that the leaſt and loweſt ut- 
terance of his. Voice will conyert the moſt rebel- 


Tous obſtinate Enemies of his Truth : this cannot | 


be ſaid of a Man, that he commands, and it was 
.1o.; but on the contrary, Paul. ſaith , Let God be 
true, and every Mana liar: And again, an is 
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lighter and 'vainer than Vantty ut ſelf wherein 1s be | 
tobe accounted of * So the Prophet calls two great | 
Kings two tails: of two ſmoaking fire-brands : and | 
David laith, When they riſe up, when they take coun- 

ſel together, be that dwells in Heaven laughs them to | 
ſcorn, the holy One holds them in deriſion; But it 
may be faid; -Kings and Potentates make Laws,and 
condemn the Servants of God for Hereticks, and 


perſecate 
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. perſecute, impriſon, puniſh, yea, and kill them 
- andtherefore they ſay and. it is done : No, no, not 
ſo; for they ſay when they puniſh them,, we will 
put them to open ſhame ;; but it. 1s their Glory, 
anda true Glory to ſuffer for Truth: They fay 
when they ſpoil them of their Goods, it will make 
' them poor; but they are more ſtrengthened in 
Hope, and become rich in Faith: They ſay when 
they kill them, we will take their Lives away ; but 
their Lives are hid with.Chrift in God, and Death 
is their gain ;, ſo that they are befooled, as their 
Maſter the Devil was, in ftirring up Inftruments 
to pu Chriſt to death, by that was; he vanquiſhed, 
and the Childten whem he appointed to death,de- 
livered ; but herein appears the pride and: vain- 
glory of man, and that in-grown. deſire to. be like 
God, which we all received by Nature, ever fince 
it was infuſed into our firſt Parents by Satan, eve- 
| man ſays and would have it. to be ſo;..cvery. one 
would be a God, and ſay, Orr Tongiies are aux own, 
we are they that ought to ſpeak, who 1s Lordover. 
us? So.that the Son forgets the, ſuperiority, of 
his Parents, the. Servants of their Maſters, ,Sub- 
jets of their Rulers, Rulersof God ; thus proud 


Minds deſtroy theOrder God hath appointed, aud 
bringall into confuſion,. as N5zr9d did. ..;. ...; 
And he called the Firmament H:aven. ;,.. 
\ That which ſeparates between the waters above; 
and the waters below, muſt be caiied Heaven ; all 
ſeparation and. clear diſtinftion whereby.; man 
comes to know himſelf to be-but man , rout; a 
weak and ſinful Creature, whoſe life is mortat, 
who lives in. darkneſs, through ignorance that is in 
him; whoſe Beauty and ſrengeh is like the Graſs 
Enat 
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54 © | An Expolition of the 
' thatflouriſheth on the Field today, and to mar: 
- row is cut dowr., dried up and withered ; whoſe 
: Wiſdom is meer Feoliſhneſs, which perverts hiz' 


4 


"own Soul; fo that he calls Light Darknels, and; 
Darkneſs Light; he takes Good' for Evil , and} 
Eyfl'for Good; whoſe Righteouſneſs is abomin 
f bicitthe preſence of God, and al-underſtandin 
- mah hath of God, 'who by his only Word creat 
all thinys of nothing, and in his «wiſdom Tulet 
and-brdereth all things, and ſubdieth the highe 
and pfondeſt of his Enemies when he pleaſeth; 
for he fatispes the hungry with bread,- and fills the net 
ay with goodthings, and ſends the rich empty away; 
be tafts downthe mighty from their ſents, and exal 
the lowly and meck;, f that by him Kings reign, 4 
' Pritices grve-Tndgment ; the knowledge of « all 
| 6-3. eos s is from Heaven , much: mor 
-of- the Mercies of 'God im Jeſus, which only bei 
powred out Upon the Soul of man, gives true un- 
derſtanding of all thefe things ; without” this man 
is Bteatir, even empty, void, without form, al 
in confahon, no light, no ſeparation, no judping 
a ropoutbet , No diſcerning between things 
that, iffer ;/ therefore it'is ſaid, No man can re 
gerve any thing except it be given bim from above: 
- thus that which ſeparates, is of Heaven, the 
Earth is' full of Confufion. | 
Hind the Eveming and the Morning were the Second | 
| : ', 
_* Here Moſes gives anexatt and excellent account 
of ttt Works of God: his Glory is manifeſted, 
by every days Work. David prays, Lord teach 
265 t0 number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
to wiſdow:; this is true wiſdom to know _ 
(30 


» mor- 
whoſe 


hearts 
what} 


God 
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God fays toour Souls, what he works in us every 
day, as the Divine exhorts ; Let him that hath an 


| Far, tar what the Spirit ſatth to the Churches; not 


what Man faith. Again, David faith , T his 5s the 


| Lo ds own doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes ;, 


this is the daythit God hath made, we will be pglad,and 
joy therein; the work of God is Day, and brings 
Light and Joy to his Soul ; man's own work brings 


Sadneſs: O 1/racl, faith the Lord, s&y Defruttion 


bs of thy ſelf , thy Salvation is of me. And again 


j *to keep the Sabbath a day of Reſt, is not doing 


mans own ways, rior ſeeking his own will ; there- 
fore ſtill calls the Lord upon Man, To day, if thou 
wilt enter into my Reſt, or keep my Sabbath ; till 
man ceaſe from his own works ,, when man believes 
then he enters into the Reſt of God ; to wit, when 
God works Faith in his heart; as here, the firſt 
day God creates the Light, the ſecond day the 
Firmament, to ſeparate between that which is from 
below, and that which is from above : So it is di- 
vine Wiſdom for Man to account how God the 
firſt day forms Chriſt in his Soul, and forms him 
into the likeneſs of Chriſt, and ſo gives him Life 
and Light ; and another day works Repentance, 
Faith, Patience, Hope, Joy, Love, Peace, 
Long-Suffering, Gentleneſs, Charity, and all other 
the Fruits of God's Spirit, and ſo from day to day 
till he work him to the fulneſs of the meaſure of 
the ſtature of man in Chriſt, to be weaned from 
the world, to decreaſe inthe old Man, to increaſe 
the new Man, to die to the world, to be pati- 
ent in tribulation, to worſhip God 1n Spirit, to 
rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus, to have no confidence = 
E 2 [8 


36 An Expoſition of the 
the Fleſh, that noday paſs but man may ſay thy 4 


hath God wrought with me this day. | 
God ſaid again, Let the Waters under Heaven b| 


mor 


gathired into one place, and let the dry Land "Y by i 


= 


pear, and it was 0. 

Herein ſtill is manifeſted the Divine Wiſd 
and Power of God; by his glorious Creation 
Waters are gathered into one place, there th 
flow and rage, and as it were, threaten the over 
whelming of all things z but God hath ſet abou 
unto them ; He hath ſaidto the Sea, thus far 
thou go, and no further, an evident Emblem 
Man, how he rages, how he oppreſles, afflicts 
perſecutes the Church of God ; yet God ſets h 
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his Limits; he ſays, thus far ſhalt thou go, and nf 17» 
further : Thus David puts theſe two together,a = 
ſays, God ſtills the raging of the Sea, and ftal 
the madneſs of the People, and as he boun = 
the Sea in one place, it cannot enter the boun 4 4 
of the Land, unleſs the Lord command it, asuþ <1 - 
the Deluge, when he was pleaſed to drown th T* 
whole world for the great iniquity thereof; w. 
man's Rage is bridled and bound in its own place Mar 
The moſt wicked raging Potentates of the Eart! _ 


muſt not harm”, but when he pleaſethz for whe} ;.. 
they rage, and take counſel together, he laugheth = 
them to ſcorn ; when he pleaſeth, he will deſtro) - 
them, even by the meaneſt and moſt contemptibl: 
of his Creatures; as Pharaoh by Frogs, Flies, Lice, wo 
&c. Whence our Saviayr exhorts, Fear not then foe 
that can kill the Body, and can go no further ; bu i | 
fear him that can caſt both Body and Soul into Hel! the 

| 


fire. | 
| Ant. 
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yt "And let the dry Land appear, and it was ſo. _ 

* The Waters are given a habitation for Fiſh, 
R and more it rages, more it caſts up Mire and Dirt, 
ind a, more they rejoyce in it ; Man cannot live in it, but 

7: by the Command of God the dry Land appears, 
7:Gon! where man enjoys Life and liberty of Breathing, 
on t6d light of the Sun to guide him, Creatures to feed 
> thel £1, fo adorn, to beautifie, to exerciſe, to con- 
tent, and fatisfie him ; but while Earth' and Wa- 


: 
o 


Ants ter was mixt, there was no fit habjtation for him, 
- þ but emptineſs, confuſion and vanity : So the natu- 
em of 7al eſtate of man is compared to a Den of filthy 
Fs Beaſts, a Cage of unclean Birds, a deſolate Wil- 
« his derneſs, where there is is nothing but the Scritch- 
nd od 10g of Owls, the raging, roaring and ravening of 
rand Beaſts of Prey; while man lives in that eſtate, he 
if lies dead in Sins and Treſpaſles, his dark mind is 
ung) Altogerher ignorant of God, and his Mercies ; but 


when God commands, the Grace appears, the 
| Spirit works, Fleſh and Blood appears ſubdued, 
| Death is aboliſhed, Life and Salvation brought to 
(© Light through Jeſus Chriſt, and this is by the 
Jock Command of God ; Hecommanded, andit was ſo; 
2acci) Man profeſſes Righteouſneſs, to be truly pious 
whet towards God , and charitable amongſt men , but 
her) 16.18 not fo ;, the Phariſee faid they were the Sons 
ſtro of God, but it was not ſo; our Saviour tells-them 
tibl they were of their Father the Devil ;, and 1ſracl pro- 
ice, Miſes whatever God commands by Moſes, they 
ches would do; but the Lord faith, O that there were 
| by; J#h a heart in them: Peter ſaid he would never be 
Jl, offended when Chriſt ſuffered, no, though all 0- 

| thers were; nay, he would die with him, but it 
An/\ V3 not lo; for preſently he denies him, and for- 

E 3 ſweareth 
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ſweareth, and curſeth, &c. Whey the Grace 
God appears, then it reacherh us to deny all ungodl 
neſs, and worldly Luſts, and to live godly, bolily an 
ſoberly in this preſent evil world : When God con» 
mands , Sech, ye my Face, the Soul returns , Th 
Soul will I ſeek right early : though man waſh with 
Nitre and much Sope, yet his Iniquity is mark 
before the Lord, engraven with the point of aD 
amond ; he labours muchin yain , as if the Bla 
more would white his Skin, or the Leopard 
away his Spots ; but when the Lord undertakes i 
he makes the Blood-thirſty Soul, whoſe Blood! 
as Crimſon or Scarlet, white as Snow, and cl 
as the wool in Baſhar; he calls her Beloved, t 
was not beloved. and gives light to them that 
in darkneſs, in the Region of the ſhadow of death 
yea he commandeth Hell aftid Death , Sea 
Grave to deliver up their dead that are in the 
and ſet the captive Soul at Liberty. { 
And God called the dry Land Earth, and the g« 
thering together of Waters called he the Sea, ani 
God ſaw that it was good. 
. Here isthe Truth of God, that gives to ever]; 
thing its proper Name; he calls not the Churl Libe- 
ral, nor the Nijgard Bountiful ; all the Wiſdam and 
profelled Righteouſneſs of the world is on the con- 
traryz it calls Light Darkneſs, and Darknels 
Light ; it takes Evil for Good, and Good for E 
v:], condemns the Generation of the Juſt, and 
ipeaks good of the Covetous whom God abhors; 
this is that which in the Scripture is celled che Lan 
Zuage of Canaan, and the Language of Aſhdod: 
' the Wordof God, and what God ſpeaks tothe 
Soul of man, and what he teacheth his People to! 
ſpeak,! 
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i; L isthe Language of Canaan t he makes them 
f all of a pure Language, to ſpeak the truth every 


man to his Neighbour; but what man ſpeaks in alf 


; | humane Wiſdom, in all: external Righteouſneſs, 


Religion and Zeal, is the Language of Aſzaod, 


i it isall falſhood and deceit , for men in Natureare 


all deceiversand deceived, therefore David faith, 
Let God be true, and every man 4 Liar. Man taught 
of God,faith,l am a Maſs of Sin,conceived in [niqui- 
ty, brought forth in Sin, there's no good thing 
in me, I am the chiefeft of Sinners, not ſufficient 
to one good thought, from the Crown of the 
Head to the Sole of the Foot nothing but Botches, 
Biles, and putrified Sores, the whole Heart is ſick, 
and the whole Head is heavy; but man in Nature, 
and acquired Abilities, ſafth, 1 am wiſe; yea, as 
Fudah fi, I am, and there is 1one other, I ſhall ne- 
ver ſe Widowhood and Deſolation for ever. Apain, 
We are they that ought Ys ſpeak; our Tongues ares 
our own, who is Lord over us ? as Pharaoh (aid, Who 
15 the Lord that 1 ſhould let Iſrael go ? as Nebuchad- 
nezzar (aid, What God can delwer you out of may 
hand, $0 likewiſe he that is taught of God, faith, 
God is good, and doth good, and is proviked everyday, 
patient, and of long-ſuffering , gracious , and full of 
C,mpaſſiov : but man in earthly wiſdom ſaith , Ged 
IS 4 hard Maſter, reaping where he ſowed net, and g4- 
thering where he ſtrewed nor ;, and lo calls him Baals, 
but his People call him 7; ; thus God only,- or 
Man by the wiſdom of God, calls every thing by 
Its own name; andthis is good , and God ſeeth it 
to be good ; while man knows not the Earth to be 
Earth, he takes it for Heaven, and makes his reſt- 
1ng-place there ; as Tyreand ne made their Neffs 

E 4 uw 
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in the Clefts of the Rock, man calls his Houſe ar 
Lands after his own Name, and thinks his Memo, 
Tial ſhall endure for ever ; ſo he takes the Nevilto 
be God, and worſhips him ; another makes his 
Belly his God, as the luxurious; and the cove. 
tous idolizeth his Riches, and bleſſeth himſelf in 
his gfeat Plenty; ſaying, Soul, eat and drink, and. 
be merry. thou haſt muth gocds laid up for many years, 
all theſe: becauſe he knows them not by their right: 
Name, but eſteems them everlaſting Treaſure; 
but Paxl ſaith, Truſt not in uncertain Riches ;, and} 
again he faith, Gcd forbid I ſhould rejoyce un any 
thipg, but in the Croſs of Chriſt, whereby I die daily! 
tothe world, andthe world to me : This only is good 
that man know every thigg by its own Name, that| 
all things under the Sun are Vanity and Vexation} 
of Spirit z that Man, the chief of God's Creatures, 
is lighter and vainer than Vanity it ſelf; that he 
truſt not in the Arm of fleſh; and though Riches 
come in well got, that he ſet not his heart upon 
them, but. give his heart to God, and love him, 


and ſerve him, worſhip, honour and deſire him a- 


bove all; yea, and nothing but him ; therefore 
Abraham call*d him his Shield and Buckler, and his 
exceeding. grea Keward : and David calls him his 
Rock, and T emer, the H.rn alſo of hu Salvation, us 
Lefenoe and mighty Deliverer, &C. 

And God ſaid, Let the Earthbring forth Graſs, 
tbe Herb yielding Segd, andthe Fruit-tree yield: 
jng fruit after bu kind, nhoſe ſeed 15 in it ſelf, 
' #ponthe Earth, and it was ſo. 

'Thus God manifeſts his Glory, that -the dry 


Earth ſhall not be barren, evcry Creature ſhall by | 
fruitful by the W org of bis Power, and this fruit- | 


fulneſs 
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ſe ax folneſs ſhall continue for ever; fqr every thing 
emo, that he creates, muſt have power to produce the 
riltoa* like Seed in it ſelf after his kind ; ſo there? no-. 
$ his defe@ in this work, it cannot be aboliſhed ; as the 
:Ove-: Farth, ſo the Soul of Man is barren, till he look 
If in; wponit, and command it to bring forth ; as is ſet 
4nd! forth in Ezekie/s Viſion of dry Bones; and behold 
ears; they were very dry, faith he”; yet by the power of 
1ght: his Command, they ſtand up an Army of /5ving 
ure; ez; and the Soul thathequickens, hath the living 
and} Seed in it ſelf; that man cannot live to himſelf and 
; any] his own Luſts, but to the Praiſes of God ; he 
daily} brings forth Patience, and Experience, and Bro- 
ood,* therly Kindneſs, Love, Joy, Peace, Meeknelſs, 
that| Temperance, Faith , Hope, Charity, and every 
tion} Virtue, abounding inall Goodneſs, that he may 
Ires,, be known to be the Child of God : fo that though 
it he he be often overcome by the Temptations of Sa- 
ches tan, oppreſſed with the Cares of the World; ſub- 
pon dued with divers Luſts, that he lies like the Dove 
am, deadamong the porſherds, and as the Lilly ſmo- 
m a-  thered among Thorns, as the Earth lies in winter 
fore* ynder Froſt and Cold, Ice and Snow, yet the 
{by FEarth hath its Seed in it ſelf by this Command of 
his. - God, that all its Plants revive and flouriſh in the 
1 Spring; ſoin Man's Soul, in all theſe Deſertions, 
the holy Seed is the Life thereof, it hath a Sap 
aſs, Within it; the Sun ſhall not burn it by day, nor the 
eld- Moan by night ; but that after Temptations, Af- 
elf, MAictions, and Tribulations, it brings forth more 
glorious Fruit ; the Trial of Faith is more preci- 
dry ous than Gold that. is purified ſeven times in the 
lbs; Furnace; ſothatin life and death he brings forth 
vit- ; Praiſes to God , Herſarma and Allelnjab for ever, 
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even 
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even from the ends of all the Earth, and Iſlands of 
the Sea 


' Command the whole Earth is covered with exceed- 


ed the Earth brought forth Graſs, and Herb 
yielding Seed, and the Tree bearing frw't, whoſe 
Seed is init ſelf, afte® his kind ; and God ſay 


that it was good. g 


Here*s not only written it was ſo; butt is ex- | 
preſt at full, that the Earth brought forth accord. | 
ing to God's Command, to ſhew the Abſoluteneſs 
of his Power in the Earth z that there?s not a graſs- } 
Pile grows, but by his Command ; and by his 


ing variety of Herbs, Shrubs, Plants, ſome beayu- 
rifal, ſome fruitful, ſome healthful, ſome dange- 
rous, ſome good Corn, ſome Weeds and Tares, 
all for the Uſe and Exerciſe of Man, that in all 
that are pleaſant and profitable, he may be tried | 


whether he will be taken with ſenſnal Delights, | 
and give up his Mind to Pleaſures and Profits, and: 
{o become. a Servant enſlaved to the things creas ' 


ted for his Service , and bring Chaw's Curſe upon | 


him, and worſhip and ſerve the Creature more ' 
than the Creator, who is God bleſſed for ever, or ; 
his heart will be enlarged and drawn out by God's ' 
Bounty in the Creature, to praiſe the Creator with 
a joyful Spirit, and that by the dangerous things 
which are pleaſant to the ſight, and ſome delight- 
ful tothe Taſte, he may have a warning to beware 
of the Snares of Sin, and Temptations of Satan, 
that are ever hid under delightful Baits, to with- 
draw his AﬀeCtions, alienate his Mind , and har- 


den his Heart from the Fear of God, unto his 
Aad | 


Souls DeſtruCtion. 


. 
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And Ged ſaw that it was Good: 

How doth God rejoyce in doing good for man ; 
that all things of the earth, even the graſs and 
flowers thereof, gives a teſtimony of God and his 
goodneſs ; yea of his Deity,even of his divine good- 
neſs, wiſdom, and power; that the inviſible 
things of God may be underſtood, and clearly ſeen, 
in the things that he hath created, andthe wicked 
may be left without excuſe, and his Servants may 
call all the creatures of God to praiſe God with 
them, as in the Song of the three Children. 

'  Andthe Evening andthe Morning were the 
third Day. 

Thus continues every faithfull Soul to keep a 
Record of every appearance of God ; the Prophet 
declares often, what'day, month aud year, the Vi- 
ſion was given them from God the mercifull vi- 
ſitations of God have ſuch a power upon the ſoul , 
that it cannot forget them ; therefore A4oſes com- 
mands T1/rael to remember the night God brought 
them forth out of Egypt; and Davidrecords fo 
fully what he did at the red-Sea, in the Land of 
Ham, \n the wilderneſs,at the bitter waters, at the 
Rocks of Meribah;, and ſes commands that 
they ſhould tell them to their Children, and they 
to futyre generations. When Gods power appears 
in the creatures weakneſs, as here, to make the 
barren earth fruitfull, Tt adds another day of God 
to be Recorded; that we*® let not his benefits ſlip 
out of'our mind, as in 7/rae/s ſtraits at the red-Sea, 
Moſes faith, Send ſtill and ſee the Salvation of God. 
So when the Diſciples hearing Chriſts Doctrine, 
are found to fay , Who vhen can be ſaved ? he ſaith, 
that which is impoſſible to man, 1s poſſible to God. _ 

| tne 
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the Apoſtle recordeth ,, when man was weak, 5n due 
time Chriſt died for ww. And again, even when ws 


were dead in 113 and treſpaſſes he quickened #a. SO 


David, without our aid he made us. SO Daniel holds 


forth Chriſt , Who « the power and wiſdom of God, 


by a ſtone bewen out of the Mountain without hands. 
And David faith ofhim, This is the day of God, we 


will be glad and rejoyce in it, this is the Lords own do- l 


ing, andit is wonderfull in onr eyes. 


14. And God ſaid lt there be light in the firmament | 
Heaven, to divide the day from the night, and let | 


them be for Signs and for Seaſons, and for days 

and for years. 

Thus God eſtabliſheth all things in Order, he 
createth lights to enlighten the dark earth, he ſer 
them in the firmament of Heaven, the earth muſt 


be dark in it ſelf , this darkneſs muſt have its time } 
to appear, even the night, yet that night muſt ! . 
have its light, tho* dark ones ; ſo that there muſt * 


be comfortable nights and uncomfortable, ſad, and 
pleaiant nights; yet the moſt lightſom and plea- 


fant nights are nothing to the day ; and all its - 
lights are _ and cannot appear , nonor are ne- » 


ver deſired when the day appears; ſo glorious is 


the light of the day. Yet this day muſt be ſubject * 
to darknels, miſts, clouds, ſhowrs, Eclipſes, Light- : 


nings and Thunders; ſo jp is with man : here is 
that excellent Allegory , as David ſaith, the Hea- 
vens declare the glory of God,&Cc. mans natural eſtate 
is dark, yea the Apoſtle calls it darkneſs, and its 
figured out in Egyprs palpable dikneſs; ſo the 
Prophet ſaith, graſs darkneſs covereth the peo- 


ple; yet this hath its lights, Wiſdom, Prudence, ' 
Reaſon, Policy, Laws, Judgments, Statutes, Or- ' 
dinances, | 


hay 
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dinances. O how theſe flouriſh in the dark igno- 
rant mind of man, glorying and boaſting of great 
Righteouſneſs, knowledg, Zeal, devotion, as the 
Moon and Stars flouriſh onthe night, till that one 
light of the day the Sun diaw near, then ate they 
af ove, not one to be found ; thus Peter faith, you 
have a more ſure word of Prophecy, unto which 
you do well to wait, as unto a light that ſhines in a 
dark place, till the day dawn and the day-ſtar a- 
riſe in your hearts. So affoon as that Day-Star 
Chriſt Jeſus ariſeth in your ſoul, where is mans 
wiſdom ? The Wiſe, the Scribe, the Diſputer of 
the world, are all found fools. Wiſdom periſheth 
from the prudent , and counſel fromthe man of under- 


ftanding. Laws, Precepts, Statntes are too weak ; as 


the Apoſtle ſaith, what the Law could not do in that 
it was weak, by reaſog of the fleſh, and the Prophet 


faith, Wo to them their fear 15 taught by the precepts 


of men. And again, Ordinances and Traditions 
periſh with the uſing ; and why are the Moon and 
Stars darkened on the day tyne, they are lights 
created of God, and ordained to give light ; its 
not their weakneſs , but it*sthe glorious fulneſs of 
the brightneſs of the light of the Sun; it-needs 
not their help, it comes forth as a Bridegroom out ' 
of his chamber, and all rejoyce to ſee it; and it 
rejoyceth as a Gyant torun its courſe, it overcomes 
all, miſts and darkneſs are driven away, Moon and 
Stars are obſcured, fire cannot burn where it ſhi- 
neth, nor candles give light; but it enlightens 
every dark corner. So God hath given man wil- 
dome, prudence, policy, but they mnſt rule on 
the earth in the affairs of the world; ſo he gave un- 
to 1/rae! glorious Laws and Statutes, but they u_ 
adde 
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added becauſe of tranſpreſſion, till the promiſed 
feed ſhould: come ; his word is full of precepts, 


Rules and Leſſons ; but it's for the people of hig 
wrath, to whom he ſpeaks with ſtammering lips | 


and a ſtrange tongue, and his word is precept up- 


on precePpt.line upon line,&c.till they go back and! 
ſtumble and fall. - And why are all thele gifts and; 


appearances of God ſo ſhort and in vain, but be- 


cauſe of the glory of the Son of God, for it plea} 


ſd the Father that in'him ſhould all fulneſs dwell ; 
therefore the Cherubims muſt have two wings to 
veil their faces; upon every glory there muſt be a 
defence. v1 

Moſes was glorious in 1/rael,but as a ſervant, for 
awitneſs to the things that ſhould be ſpoken after ; 
but:.Chriſt as a Son, the Builder of the houſe, free- 
born, and making free all that believe in him ; the 
Law is glorious, good, holy and ſpiritual , but only 
an Adminiſtration of condemnation , and death, 
which is aboliſhed at the coming of Chriſt. How 
much more glorious js the adminiſtration of life and 


righteouſneſs that endures for ever? this is that} 
righteouſneſs without the Law, witneſſed by the 


Law and the Prophets, extended unto all,and upon 
all that believe , the fulneſs of him that fi 


lled all in}. 
all; in him is life, and that life. is the light of} 


men ; by abidingin him we bring forth fruit, with- 
out him we can do nothing, in him there is neither 
circumcifion nor uncircumciſion, &c. but he js 
all in all, he is made of God untous wiſdome 
Righteouſneſs, SanCtification and Redemption, / 
in him we are filled with joy and peace in belie- | 


ving, by him the Priſon doors, gates of braſs, and | 


bars of Iron, are broken open; and the Captive- 
toulis ſet at liberty ; all broken hearts are nar” 
| 
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t6d,even all that mourn; the tearsare.wiped ___ 
all eyes, the feet are eſtabliſht, andall goings arg 
ordered, andthe baniſhed are brought again to 
Sion with everlaſting joy, crowns of joy upon their 
heads. He was made fleſh and dwelt among us. 
and we ſaw his glory'as the. glory of the onely be- 
gotten Son of God, full of grace and truth, and of 
his fulneſs haveall we received,and grace for grace. 


_ for faith the Evangeliſt, The Lawizndeed was given 


by Moſes, but Grace and Truth came by Feſus Chriſe. 
Yet nevertheleſs this day hath its darkenings, this 
joy hath its interruptions, this life hath its ſick and 
weak fits, every Chriſtian Soul is exerciſed under 
divers temptations, afflictions, tribulations, deſer- 
tions, 'back-ſlidings,” &c. that he. may be tryed 
and purified as gold im the Furnace ; the day of 
Adverfity is a School unto him, for God cauſeth 
all things to work together for his good, and me 

faith the Prophet, are the troubles of the Righteous,but 
the Lord delivereth him out of all. And thus he learns 
to know his own weakneſs, and what need he 
hath of Gods mercies from day to day, and to ſee 
the manifold aſſaults of Satan, and to ſtand faſt in 
faith, and quit himſelf like a man, girt about with 


- the whole armour of God, that he may reſiſt Satan 


till he fly. For after we believe we have need of 
Patience, for Satan will winnow us like wheat ; 
here js the patience of the Saints; ſaith the Divine, 
we expect an external fullneſs of joys in earth,tem- 
poral comforts,&c. but the Son of man hath not where 
to lay his head, wants adverſities and troubles in- 
ward and outward, are upon us ; here is the try- 


- al whether the ſeed be ſown in hard, ſtony or thor- 


ny ground, or in good ground ; whether we re- 
tain 


43 _ An Expolitioit of the 
. tainor forſake our ficſt love, for the Saints are ar: 
rayed- in white Rayment, for they are come! 
through the great tribulation, and have waſhed 
their garments and made, them white in the blou 


of the Lamb; therefore are they in the preſence of. 


God and behold his facecontinually : and this di. 
" vides between the day and the night ; by this th: 

Chriſtians know in what darkneſs, ſinfulneſs, igno. 

rance, errer, laſt, folly, lies and vanity, he hath h- 
ved and ſpent his former days, in rioting and dran-/ 
kennefs, Chambering and wantonneſs, luſt an{ 
envyirfg, of which he is now aſhamed to think 
that his Belly was his God, he gloried in his ſham 
and minded earthly things, but now the day i 
«dawned and he is become light in the Lord. Va! 
to die to him is gain, and to live is Chriſs;, throu 


whom he brings forth the preſent fruit of righte! - 


ouſneſs, and this righteouſneſs is not in meat a 
drink, obſerving a day, or not obſerving , weariny 


white or black, or any form of garments, no notu! 
any external form of worſhiping, geſtures or adti- 
ons of the body, ſighing, whining, finging, vaus-. 
ting, or the like; but in offeririg up Body Soul- 
and Spirit; a holy quick and acceptable ſacrifice, 
unto God ; not through any external holineſs, for 
the Virgin the Kings daughter is all glorious with; 
in, but in the ſight of all the daughters of Feruſ«: 
lem, even all external Profeſſors of the word and 
worſhipers of God, ſhe is black, the Spouſe, the 
Lambs wife is arrayed with ſuch garments, as her 
Lord and Bridegroom hath given her; and there; 
fore all the wiſe and Righteous of the world knew) 
her not, approve her not, but hate and perſecutt 
her and her child ; this is the night, the time 1 
lukk* 

| 


Ire as 


Come! 
7aſhed 
bloud 
nce of-. 
ns di. 
US the 
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luſt, pride, envy, bitterneſs, fornication and adul- 
tery,. [dolatry, Schiſm, Hereſie, hunting after and 
perſecucing the bloud of the Righteous, . but the 
day isthe time of joy, peace, love, meekneſs, long- 
ſuffering, temperance, ſoberneſfs, chaftity, and all 
manner of Serving the Lord, in ſincerity and ſym- 
pathizing, with finfull Souls ia charity and hymi- 
lity, and giving up himſelfcontinually untoGad, 
and the guidance of his holy'Spirit; not ſeeking 
himſelf but the good of others, not doing his'own 


} will but ſubmircting to the will of God, with his 


whole heart in all things. Again, the night,or for. 
man to live in himſelf , is a time for the works of 
darkneſs, and to live in fear and bondage all his 


l days; but the day, or for man to live in Chriſt , 


is to appear in the light, and to bring forth fruirs. 


| of love, andto obtain vidtory through the bloud of 


the heavenly Teſtament, ro be more then conque- 
rors; that neither life nor death , peril, ſword, 
nakedneſs, or any other afflittion, can ſeparate 
the ſoul from the love of Jeſus, through whom he 
triumpheth gloriouſly over Sin and Death, Hell 


,* and Grave. O death where is thy ſting, O grave where 


# thyvitory; and thus the lights placed in the fir- 
matnent, are for ſigns and ſeaſons, and days and 


* Years; not ſtgns of wars and broils in the world , 


| fallible fign ics day-time ; ſo when wiſdom, po- 
F 


which to know or foreknow, avails not the Chrifti- 


» anſoul; which to dire& inſtrut and comfort, all 


the Scriptures are written; but even as when ſtars 
appear, and, Moon ſhines, though they be lights 
and giyen of God, yer it's a certain fign of the 
night-ſeaſon ; but when all theſe are vaniſhed and 
the Sun is riſen, or the day but dawned it is an in- 


ticy 


a 


/ > 
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licy, reaſon, laws, precepts, &c. rule with man; 


aid man glories in them, though they be lights gi- 


ven of God, yet it's a certain fign of an evil Sea- | 


ſon , man lives in himſelf andis dead in fins aud 
treſpaſſes , and the days of the years of -his life are 
few andevil ; Sin and Folly, Luſt, Pride, lies, and 


vanity xple in his heart, but when all thele are ex- | 


zinft, and Chriſt Jefvs alone rules 4n his heart,| 
R's an infallible ſign that the night is paſt, and the 
day is come; the harveſt is ended, the warfare ac-; 
complithed , life and ſalvation is brought to light, 
the voice of joy and gladneG is in Righteous mens 
dwelling, the Lord hath fulfilled bjs time with 
Iegzth of years, and days of peace. ; 
" "15. And let them be for Lights in the Firmament! 
x heaven, to give light upon the earth, and it was ſu. 
Here is holden forth their place and theis uſe, 
they are placed in heaven,man hath nothis wiſdom, 
&c. from himfelf, nos in himſelf; zt 5s the gift of 
God; therefore ſome are born Ideots, ſome weak 
of underſtanding, ſome®of great wiſdom fall into 
madneſs, melancholy, phrenſie, ſenſeleſsnels, &«. 
God hath ſeveral ways to deprive -him of his ut-/ 
derſtanding that glories in it ; ſo every good gift! 
comes from above, from the father of lights ;, bit! 
through his goodneſs given to: give light in the; 
earth, not only to man that hath it; but thatthe} 
wiſe may inſtruft the ſimple, and the fulneſs of: 
one , may ſupply the defect in another ; that man” 
may be a faithful ſteward and diſperifer of the ri 
ches that God hath beſtowed upon him ; that none 
may have want, nor none over ; but as doſes by 
the commandment of the Lord appointed, if the 
Lamb ſlain was too mach for the family, another 
as family} 


; 


Q 

3 

et 
= 
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family ſhould be connted } ſo all the gifts of God, 


| Fi 


are for the publick good of the earth , wherein * 
every man is appointed to do gocd, to put forth 


his talent for his Lords advantage, and net to glut: 


himlelf , and bear rule and lord it over his fellow- 
ſervants z but to wait for his Lords coming in faith 
and patience; and the Lord commanding, it was 
ſo; therefore though all the wit cf man be bent 
againſt the Lord and hu Chriſt, yet he that dwells tn 
heaven laughs them to ſcorn; they would have 
their wiſdom, reaſon &c. to rule on the day, to 
wit, in things pertaining to the ſouls ſalvation ; 
but God hath given them to rule 'in the affairs of 
the world, and things pertaining to this preſent 
life ; ſo they would have the law to regulate their 
ſouls in the ways of righteouſneſs, but God hath 
added it becauſe of tranſgreſſion, to condemn fin 
and ſinner, tro ſtop every mouth, and plead every 
heart guilty, and conclude all under fin, that all 
may be ſaved meerly by grace, and regulate by the 
Holy Ghoſt given into their hearts through Chriſt 
Jeſus : They would have it to be righteouſneſs, 
to obſerve ordinances,and obey precepts,and rules 
given in the Scripture, but they al:houzh given in 
the letter, yet are they ſpiritual; and therefore all 
carnal obedience of-them is hypocriſie, and the 
ſpiritual obſervation and obedience is faich in 
Chrift, without which vain and impoſlible is the 
commandment ; ſo they would not have Chriſt ro 
rule alone ,, and faith in him to be ſufficient ; byt 
the lighrof the Sun is for the day, and afſoon as ic 
ſhines, all other lights are darkned ; ſo they that 
will betruly wiſe;' riphteous, or holy, mnt te found 
m him, not having" thetr cwn righteouſ; eſs , which is 

FI of 


 faithinChriſt. 
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of the Law; but the righteouſneſs of God which is by 


_—_— 


16. And God made two great lights, the greater | 
light torule the day, and the Iefer light to rule the 
night, be made the ſtars alſo. 

This mighty work of God in ſeparating light 
from darkneſs, night from day, and appointing ; 
them their bounds, and their diſtinct rules and or- | 
naments, figuring out, the natural and degene- | 
rate eſtate of man ;; as it is plain by the ſcriptures: ! 
the Prophet complains, that man takes light for | 
darkneſs, and darkneſs for light. Our Saviour him- 
ſelf tells us, that we love darkzeſs ratber then light, * 
and will net come to the light, leſt our deeds ould be | 
reproved : The Apoſtle uſeth the ſame figure ; ye 
were ſometimes darkneſs, row light inthe lord, this | 
man 1s ſo ignorant of , and oppoſite to it by ra | 
ture, that the ſpirit of God ſetteth tt out often over ! 
that he may ſhew unto us how needful it is for man 
to know It aright; and though it be ſuch as every,: 
man thinks he knows well enough; who knows not 
the night fromthe day ? fo who knows not the un- * 
righteous from the righteous? but man is deceived, : 
for he judgeth by what he ſees, or hears, or con: | 
ceives, or by outward appearance ;' therefore our ' 
Saviour faith, 7zdg rot by the outw:rd appearance, | 
but Fudg righteous. Fudgmert ;, And tht Apoltle faith, * 
 Eyehath net f.en, nor ear heard, neither hath st ente- | 
red into the heart of 71an to concerve the things that | 
God hath laid gpfor them that love him; but God hath 
revealed it by bu ſpirit : and the ſpirit 1s given into 
our hearts by the-fon, and received by faith ; and 
thus the holy ſpirit figures It out. here; the Sun 
rales by day, and beautifies and adorns it, and - 
pels ' 


OD 


eater *© 
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pels clouds, . miſts, vapors , all oppoſition, and 
gives light to the whole Creation of God, and fills 
the earth with fryits, and every creature with com- 
fort; man goes chearfully to his labour, cattel to 
their food, and fouls of the air fill the skie with 
their pleaſant notes, ſinging joyfully, when they 
arewarmed with the heat, and comferted with,the 
light of the Sun; The Moon ſhines beautifully in 
the night, as if it would out-go the Sun in 
brightneſs ; and yet the light of it is but darkſom 
in compariſon with the Sun : The ftars are added 
thouſands upon thouſands, endleſs in number, 
ſpread over all the skie to beautife the night; yet 
all is nothing in compariſon of the beauty of the 
day given by the Sun alone ; ſo Jeſus Chriſt is ſent 
from the boſom of the Father , «co give life and 
light to them that ſate in darkneſs, and in the region of 
the ſhadow of death ;, and he ts rhe midiator of the hea- 
venly covenant ; he rules alone in the regenerate , 
the children of light ; there muſt nothing be joy- 
ned with him; he is mad: of God unto us wiſdom,and 
righteouſneſs, ſan#tification and redemption, it pleaſed 
the Father that in h:ms ſhould all fulnejs dwell , if any 
be circumciſed , Chriſt ſhall proftt him nothing ; if 
any be juſtified by the law, he is fallen from grace, 
there muſt be no hetp; he treads the wifte preſs a- 
lone, he ſpeaks in righteouſne's, mighty tofave, 
he fills the heart with joy and peace 1a believing , 
he makes the blind, even born-blind, to ſee, the 
deafto hear, the lame to go, yea even to leapand 
dance for joy and gladneſs of heart, and the tongue 
of the ſtammerer to ſpeak pzrfectly, and adorns 
the ſoul with all graces,love, joy, peace, meekneſs, 
long ſufferirg, gentleneſs, &c. fruits of the ſpi- 
= Iit ; 
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Tit; thus is he ſufficient to the ends of the earth, 
ard Iſlands of the Sea; far and near he hath proclai- 
med peace, hiſſing for the flee of Egypt, and the Bee | 
ef Aſſur, that the knowledg of God may cover the face 
of the earth, as the water cover the Seas; and the 
fear of God, which is the beginning of wiſdom, 
may be eſtabliſht in the ſoul ; but the law is given | 
ro man in the fleſh, in weak natyre, and Moſes is | 
the mediator of it, a faithful ſervant to 1ſrael, | 
ro bring them our of the land: of captivity, into | 
the wilderneſs, but cannot enter into Canaan, the | 
. land of fulneſs, of peace and liberty ; yet man 
will glory in this and compare it to the Son of ! 
God ; yea, ſet it above him for active righteoul- | 
neſs; and to this is added all natural wiſdom, abi- 
lity of Sciences,” diſcerning of reaſon, ſtriftneſs of } 
zeal, purity of devotion, charitable aCtions, pious | 
1tentions, devout exerciſes, in which thing man * 
invents thouſand upon thouſand ways, that he may 
{ezm holy, and obtain fame and great report, even 
praiſes of men : But what is the end of all ? he is 
two fold more the child of the Devil ;, all his wiſdom + 
1s focliſhneſs in the ſight of God, his zeal hypo- 
crifie, his prayers abominable, and all his righte- | 
oulneſs ag filthy as a menſtruous cloarh ; his mind 
ac?ge of unclean birds, a den of filthy beaſts, from | 
ihe crown of the head to the ſoles of the feet he is | 
Fall of botches, and boils, and filthy corruption , 
patrihed ſores. 
And God ſet them in the firmament of heaven 
to give light uppnike eaith. 

Hence is ſet forth in fall and plain words'the 
ordinance .of God, for what end he ſet the Sun, : 
Moon and Stars 11 the firmament, even to give | 

light ; 
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light upon the earth, and f@no other end, as per- 
taining to man; in what other way they ſhall glo- 
rife God, is not expreſt in the ſcriptures ; and 


. therefore concerns not man to knogw; but how ma- 


gy inventions hath man to turn them to other ends? 
by them he will foreknow the event of wars, the 
change of kingdoms, the variety. of weather, the 
dearth of corn, the death of cattel, the diſeaſes 
and recovery, life and deathof man, thus the wit 
of man perverts every thing from Gods ordi- 
nance, and ſeeks after that which only belongs to 
God, even the foreknowledg of things to come , 
and to this he 1s inſtigated by the Devil, that he 
may be like God, and not as man on the earth, 
that ſtands in need of light from heaven ; in this 
wiſdom Fannes and Fambres withſtood 1oſcs and 
the Magicians and Aſtrologers of Egypt hard 
the heart of Pharaoh; for they wrought the. like 
miracles as Moſes did; and this wiſdom man de- 
lights in, even {uch as is found by mans ſtudy and 
ſearching; for he cannot believe as Solomon did , 
that God will give it to him by prayer ; and when 
miracles are wrought, oh then he thinks there is 
no gainſaying , but it muſt needs be the power of 
God ; but Meſes warneth us concerning that, sf 
there ariſe up a Prophet , or a Dreamer QC. and give 
thee a ſign or wonder , andthat ſign or wonder come to 


« Paſs, yet regard it not, for, God ſuffereth many ſuch 


things to prove thee , whether thou love the Lord thy 
Ged with all thy heart.” So our Saviour faith, ye will | 
x0t believe except ye ſee ſigns and wonders; and again, 
bleſſed is hethat hathnot ſeen , and yet believeth;, for 
he that loves God; regards nothing but his word , 


20d that is the heavenly lanthorn , that gives light. 
© 4& * unto 
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in. 0 his feet , as thEeSun, Moon, and Stars are 
ſetin the fi mament of heaven, to give light upon 


the earih: the earth hath no light in it ſelf; Can; 
it þ> enlightned by any other means ? this is eſta.” 


b +ſh-d by Ged, it cannot be altered ; fo the wog 


of G:d is given and eſtabliſhed ,, to be ſufficient 1 | 


xg ut man of God perfett, even wiſe unto ſalvati- 
on. David glories, that by it he was wi/cr fhen 
bi; teachers ;, than the ancient, than his enemies; 
this filled Fcremsah with might, and El:bu with 


underſtanding, above thoſe aged men, from whom} 
he expected to hear ſome inftruction ; and when! 


the word became fleſh; and dwelt among us, even Je- 
ſus Chr, the living word, then he is made the 


whole and abſolnte alone Teacher of the Church} 
yy all are commanded to hear him; becauſe sn| 


alore the Father is well plcaſcd;, fo that the 


lizt;t that is in man- is darknels, his wiſdom, js fob! 


F 
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ly, ant no man muſt reach ha brother or nezghbour | 


the kh:owl age of God, for 4" ſhall kn w him f um the 


leaſt to thr gre:teſt ; for thry ſhall be all taught of God, © 
for 1.0 man 'hath k own God at any ttme, but ih: ſon, 
ard he to whom the [.n will reveal im. This is litht : 


eſtabliſſt in heaven, even in the living word, the; 


— 


ſon, that is in the boſcme of»the father; the. 
Chorch of God muſt have no light in or by any 0- " 
ther way or mezn3; therefore the Apoſtle ſaith, * 


the rightcouſncſ; of faith-wh'ch we preach, ſaith on 


ths wiſe ſay nit in thy hea: t who ſhall go to heawento 


bring Chrs;# gown , or who ſhall go ta hell, to fetch 
Coriff up, but it is Chriſt in the boſome of the fa- 


ther , and by fa:thin the heart of the be!jever , ſo 


he is eſtabliſht; to'give light to the ſaints on the | 


earth, that he ſaith, þ: 1ht believerh on me, ſhal 
| ne 


"a 


| 


| 
| 
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not walkin darkneſs, but. bath the light of evrlaſting 
life abiding in him ;, yet 10 that if man cometo glo- 
ryinit, he is withdfawn and man falls into folly , 
and troubles comes upon him ; as David, when 
God had thus made his mountain ſtrong, he faid, 
1 ſhall never be moved;, God turned away his face 
and he was troubled, that his ſoul refuſed com- 
fort; therefore as the.carth is in great darkneſs 
when Sun, Moon and Stars do not appear, and as 
if is but a darkſsm night, like light when the light 
of the Sun is intercepted, though the Moon and 
thouſands of ſtars ſhine moſt brightly, ſo groſs 
darkneſs covers the pegple, when that light given 
of God , evgn Jeſus, doth not ilJuminate the ſoul 
with true knowledge, ſhining from the boſom of 
the father, to the heart of a Believer, that it be 
not any thing that man hath attained, or which 
man ſuppoſeth to be given him of God, bur it?s the 
divine Jove of God , whereby man is choſeri and 
taken out of the world , made of a ſinner, a ſon 


.” of God, and lives in the light. 


13. And to rule aver the Day, and over the Night, 
andto dgvide the Light from the Darkneſs, and 
God fax that it was good. 

Though all this be ſpoken to before, yet this ite- 
ration of it by the Holy Ghoſt, ſignifies it to be a 
Matter of conſequence for the inſtruction of man, 
and -needful to be diligently regarded ; and the 
Sum of it lies in this, That the Lights from Hea- 
ven muſt rule; the Day and the Night muſt have 
no eſtabl:ſhment in themſelves, but as the Lights 
of Heaven do rule over them by God's Appoint- 
ment, and divide them one from theother, ather- 
wile all earthly things tend to their old con _ 

an 
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and deftruttion; theretore alſo God-taw that thiz| 


was good ; for his Goodneſs is communicatedhy 


his Creation, by his Ordinances and Appoint. , 


ment, to: preſerve the Creature from ruining it 
ſelf: So with man? by his own Wiſdom he run 


headlong to perdition, breaks all Bonds, pervert; 
the Truth of God, and turns it to a Lie, abuſeth 


all the Gifts of God, corrupts all his Ways, like 
to the wild Aſs in the wilderneſs, haſtens to ds 
ſtrution; therefore God puts a Wok iti his No. 
ftrils, and a Bir in his Jaws, and brings him bad 
by a way that he hath not known; and that 1s by 
way of ſubjeCtion , that the Light of God, evet! 
Jeſus, may rule over him, that hegmay no more! 
rejoyce in the ways of his own heart, or works of 
his own hand; but that he may rejoyce that hit! 
King cometh, that a Branch of the Stem of Feſſ} 
ruleth, that the Lion of the "Tribe of F#dah hath! 
prevaited, that the Captives of S507 are brought: 
again, and the Shout of a King is in the midit of: 
them. O how averſe is'the Mind of Man to thi} 


in Nature! Pride and Folly reigns in his Heart.,and: - 


therefore he would be King and Lord alpne;; yea, 
Lucifer*s Pride is.in his heart, that he exflits him-; 
{elf above all that is called God, in Heaven and in” 
Earth ; but God that is good, communicates his! 
goodneſs,and caſts down all that is high and havgh 
ty in Man, and brings every thonght into ſubjecCti- 
on, unto the obedience of Jeſus, even willing to 
ſuffer at the Fathers pleaſure , not to do his own 
will; but the w:ll of the heavenly Father : Thus 
the Light of God rules over man both night andy 
day, *and divides betwixt that which is-of God,: 
and that which is of man ; for man in his _ | 
and 
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and folly would ruine himſelf, and doth caſt him- 
ſelf into Captivity ;. fas pride goeth before the 


+ fall, and a haughty mind before deſtruction ; but 


God preſerves the lowly in heart, and gives grace 
tothe humble and meeK'; therefore he faich, O 1/- 


| racl, thy deſtruttion is of thy ſelf, thy ſalvation us of 


we: and God ſaw that this was good, that when no- 
thing but evil was left iv man, it ſhould be redyu- 
ced to goodneſs, and eſtabliſh*d there by the good- 
neſs of God, and al! mans ſeeming goodneſs ſhould 
be diſcovered to be evil, his wiſdom to be fooliſh- 
neſs, his light to be darkneſs, and a perfe&diviſi- 


* on ſhould be made, to ſeparate that which jg of 
Man, from that which is of God, forever. | 


19. And the Evening gend the Morning were the 
fourth Day. AE 

Thus Day and Night bear witneſs to the good- 
neſs of God powred forth «upon the Earth; that 
there is no time wherein God ceaſeth to do good 
in the midſt of the Earth, that every Creature 
may partake of his goodneſs, and be fatisfied,that 


. man may have the Creatures as a large Volume, 


in every Line whereof, he may behold the free 1o- 


. ving kindneſs, and bountifulneſs, and fatherly 
n/ goodneſs of God to man, that man may learn both 
- Night and day to praiſe God for his goodneſs , 


that he may ſay he 1s created, ſuſtained and pre- 


.” ſerved, and from all fears and deſtru{tions redeem- 


ed, that he may live only to the praiſe of his good- 
neſs, and give up his Body, Sol and Spirit whol- 
ly tohis Service. ; 


» 20. AndGod ſaid , Let the Waters bring forth a- 


bundantly the moving Creature that hath Life, and 
Fewls that may fly above the Earth in the open Fir- 
mament of Heaven. T hus 
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Thns God proceeds in every thing to ſhew his 
Power ;. the Water ſo flgid, that never ſtandeth 


but in Ponds and Lakes that are groſs and filthy; 


the Air, that is light, and cannot be weighed or 
handled, yet all are ſubject fo his Power, and bring 
forth Creatures in wonderful variety, at his Com. 
mand, that it may plainly appear not to be the 
nature of the Creature, but the Word of the Cre. 
ator ; the Water that is fluid, brings forth many 

Creatures, various in form and ſubſtance, and yet 

every one hath a fixt, and not a fluid nature; the 

Air, that is light, > yet brings forth manifol( 

Fowls, and all of ſome ponderouſneſs; ſo whe 

Gd commands the Soul dead in Treſpaſles an( 

Sins, flowing in Iniquity, gad floating in Vanity, 

captivated under Sin 20d Folly, muſt bring forti 

works of Rightequſneſs, fruits of Faith, manife- 
ſtations of the power,of the living God, to gle 
rite his Name upon the Earth, and ſound out hy 

Praiſes even to the Skies. 

21. AndGod creg:ed great Wnales, and every livin 
thing which moveth, which the Water brouzht foi 
abundantly after their kind, and every winged Fol 
after his kind, and God ſaw that it was good. * 
Here is as it were a repetition of the ſame thing, 

yet neceſſarily expreſt , to ſhew that the Wate! 

and the Air brought not forth theſe Creatures ac- 

- Cidentally, or outof any natural quality in them, 

as1t might ſeem, becauſe the floating waters bring 

forth floating Creatgres,that live floating in it, and 
cannot live in any other Element; ſo the light Air 
brings forth light Creatures , that delight to be 
wafcing to and froin it, and cannot rejoyce in any 
other place or ſtate;yct had they aat been bytby " 
vor 
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word of God ; and by that, as faiththe Text, God 
created them. Which is to ſay, made them of no. 
thing; ſo that there was not as much as a (Potentia 
prima) as the Philoſophers ſpeak, neither in the 


7 Creature-to be ſuch things, nor in the Water or 


—_ 


Air to produce ſuch things ; but all is done meer- 
tyty the Word of God. And further here is hold- 
en forth the mighty, unſpeakable power of this 
fall Means ; even the little Word creates great 
Whales, and that in the fluid water, the weakeſt 
and moſt unſtable of all Creatures,that every thing 
may give a teſtimony of Gods great Power, and 
ſopream Command in all things, that ts ſtrong 
man mhy not rejoyce in his ſtrength, nor the ſwift man 
in his courſe, nor the wiſe man in his wiſdom, but eve- 
ry man may know and acknowledge that it is only 
by the word of God, that he is, and that helives, 
and moves; and therefore the young man ſhall . 
faint, and the old man ſhall re&new his ſtrength ar 
the pleaſure of God, and the ſtranger and the Eu- , 
nuch ſhall have a better Name than the Sons and 
Daughters of 1/rae!, and many ſhall be gathered 
from Eaſt, Weſt, North and South, and fit with A- 
braham, Iſaac, ayd Jacob , and the Children of the 
Kingdom ſhall be caſt out ; yea, he will give gifts 
for the Rebellious among the people, and they 
ſhall become Sonsand DaugMers, whillt they that 
have had a great Zeal for God, are rejected, and 
found Hypocrites; ſo ſhall the weakeſt among 
men ( as David among his Brethren ) become the 
greateſt Pillars in the Houſe of Ged; as the fluid 
water brings forth the great Whale, and God faw 
that this was good; even that every Place, and 
every Creature ſhould witneſs his great power : 
therefore 
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therefore David ſaith \, They that traffick, upon th 


| Seas, and hawe their Buſineſs in great waters, theſ]. 


ſee bis wonders in the Deep, WY; | 
Thus God ſaw it to be gool that man whom he 
had made for his Glory, would read in every cre: 
ture the, wonderful wiſdom and power of God, 
even his Deity. ; that the inviſihle things of God, 
the Apoſtle ſaith, meght be clearly ſeen , being 


derſtord by the things ne hath created, that they thaſ .&# 


truſt in him might be comforted ; becauſe the 


know he feeds the Ravens, and cloaths the Lil} } 


lies ,- and /preſerves even the little Sparroms; 
therefore they need not fear and care as Heathey: 


iſh Minds do ; ſaying, what ſhall we eat and dvrink,, « 
wherewith ſhall we be cloathcd? for if they ſeek th 
Kingdom of God, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, al 
theſe things ſhall be added unto them; on the other 
hand, all the,wicked are left without excuſe, be- 
cauſe all that may be known of God is mani- 
teſted untothem, and yet they have not glorified 
him as God, but brcome vain in their imagination, 
«nd ayeir fooliſh hearts are darkned , and they worſpy 
and. ſerve the Creature more than the Creater ;; bit 
the Creature giving thus great and evident Teſti 
mony to God, they are fealed under condemnati- 
on, and God s juſtified in all bis ſayings, and over- 
romes when he ts. judgm. 

22. And God bleſſed them, and ſaid, be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the waters in the Seas, and 
let the Fow! ranltiply in the Earth. | 
As there wasnothing czeated but by Geds word, 

{o nothing fructifies without his Bleſſing ; this 

ſhews the continued goodneſs of GodThrough dl 

generations, and ſhould draw out mans Soul, and 


all 
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| all that is within him, to the praiſes of God, to 
- know that he albne doth all , and that he is con- 
tioually doing good, and ſee the barrenneſs of the 
Creature; they are created male and female, and 
there is in them an innate deſire of copulation ; 
fothey join together ; but what ayails all without 
Gods Blefling? So in all things, as the- Apoſtle 
»l faith , ove -ſoweth., and another watereth, but God 
of . giveth the increaſe ;, ſome have a zeal of God, re- 
, wo many things, deſire to hear the Word, re- 
joyce in the Miniſters of it, and bring forth fruit 
with gladneſs of heart, and yet but hypocrites ; 
like ſtony ground, they have no depth of Moitture 
in their Souls, therefore they cannot ſtand in the 
day of Trial ; what they do, is not by che Bie'ling 
of God ; therefore ir is but Briars and | ;orns, 
therefore z curſed, and ready for burning ;, but by 
be | the Bleſſing of God, the ſinful Sou! , created in 
1ani.| Jefus a new Creature, brings forth &ruit abundant- 
ified} 1y to the praiſes of God ; and this is ir which made 
om, theProphet ſing, The Chilgren of the barren and de- 
rſhi folate are many more than of her that hath a Hus- 
but] baud: And again, O Zion lengthen thy Cords, and 
eſti] frengthen thy Stakes, &c. | 
ati! #25. And the Evening and the Morning were the 
Vel- | te ourth Day. 
The Repetition of this Phraſe at everygDays 
:fal Concluſion ſhews us, how needful it is , thas man 
ani} daily remember the daily Works of God, and that 
thedays are days dfffignorance of God ; pride of 
2rd, | Neart,, Juſtful affetions , blind underſtandings , 
this) Perverſe wills, when God is not creating ſome 
1al} 800d in us, it is his work in Jeſus to create. us 
and} New CreatureS, it is his Bleſling to make us _— 
all | 0 
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ful in Faith, Hope, Patience, Love, Joy, Peace, 
&c. and as thedark Evening goes before the light 
Morning, and both joyned, make up a Day , fo 
our natural ſtate,. carnal, ſenſual, and fleſhly wiſ- 
dom is as the Evening, and our regenerate ſtate, 
the Life and Lighr of Jeſus in our Souls, is as the 
Morning, . which make up a Day; as tte Apoſtle 
manifeſts: 'Te were ſometimes darkneſs , now light 
in the Lord; andall the Prophets propheſying the 
works of God in Jeſus, for ſalvation of Sinners, 
ſay, inthat day, or inthoſe days : And the Apoitle 
Petet ſaith, Ye have a ſure word of Prophecy, un: 
which ye do well to wait as unto a Light that ſhineth 
in a dark place : And Jeſus is called the Day dawn- 
 #ng, and Day-ſtar ariſing; in which ſence alſo the 
Evangelilt ſaid, and the Light ſhined in Darkneſs, 
and the Darkneſs comprehendtd it not. 

24. And God ſaid, Let the Earth bring forth the 
living Creatureafter his kind, Cattel, and Creeping 
things, and Beaſts of the Earth, after its kind, and 
it was ſo. | 

Here is . manifeſt whatever is brought forth by 


- the Command of God, is a living thing , be it} 


great or ſmall ; as, Cattel and creeping things: 
Man can by Art of Engraving and Painting, make, 
Likeneſſes of theſe things, but they have no Life 
in thgn ; even ſo it is with Man in works of Re- 
ligion;z the Hypocrite frames likeneſſes of all the 
*works of G2d in the hearts of Believers, but there's 
no life in them; Sacan chagges himſelf into ghe 
likeneſs of the Angel of Light, even of Jeſus,who 
is the Lightand Life of his Servants ; but he de- 
ceiveth the world, and he maketh his Miniſters 
like. Miniſters of Light ; but they — 
EM | eceive 


| 
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Ceceive; Wells without water, they promiſe lij- 
berty to others, but themſelves are the [rants of 
Corruption ; ſo all Hypocrites ; though they have 
a Zeal, and thar of God, it is n«t according to 
knowledge ; though they have knowledge, it fills 
the heart with pride, and edifies not; but Jeſus 
quickeus, to wit, gives the life of Righteouſneſs 
to them that aredead in fins and treſpaſlſes. God 
commardech every orfe that names Jefus, to de- 
part from ail i! iquity : when he fed Eins by the 

Ravens, he walkc in the ſtrength of that food tcrty 

days & forry nights.till he came to the Hill of God); 

theres !ite and ſtrength miniſtred by the Commard 
of G.d , bnt notaing by man but Shadows and 

Shews of Religion and Righceouſheſs , beautiful 

in 6atward appearance, but within all corruption 

and abominable vncleanneſs. 

25. And God md: the B'iſt of the Earth if erhisþ rd, 
& Catrel after their bird & every t,mg that creep- 
eth upon the earth, . fer his kind, and Cid ſaw that 
it was good, | 
Here s the Order that God hath eſtabliſht all 

things in, that every thing might have its own na- 


ture, aid nothing eb ont of its own kind, wherein 


God hath created it ; the creeping thing cannot 
bea Beaſt, nor on the contrary; ſo likewiſe in the 
Church, as Pa«! ſaith, are d:vers gifts and ope. ati- 
ons, «nd all vy one and tve ſame Spit, as GC: hath 
given ſums? Prophecs, ſome Apoſtles, &c. and fume 
nave the gif: of healing the hodily diſcates, a1:d 
the lii-e that every oe may be a heip*ans benefir 
to o:her . and all neceſſary in their place , that 
none ſh]! be perfect or able to ſupply a'l Neceili- 
ties or Occaſions, but every thing fhould he uſetul 
In 1ts nature, that the world hath not its fulneis 

(z wi.ttout 
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without the leaſt creeping thing, wotm or fly ; & 
the Church hath not its fulneſs without weak mem. 
bers; and there lies the goodneſs of God, that 
the wiſdom of the wiſs may do good in direCting 
the ſimple, and likewiſe may receive good by the 
ſimplicity of others,and the ſtrength of the ſtrong. 
eſt may do good in bearing the weakneſs of 0. 
thers, and alſo be increaſed by helping the weak; | 
ſo that as the Apoſtle ſaith, o ember of the Body 
can ſay toothers, I have ncedof you; ſothe weak- 
eſt or ſimple Believers are a benefit unto the ſtrong, | 
and this is good. 

' 26. And God ſaid, Let us make man in our image, 

after our likeneſs. 

Here ſeems in the firſt place, to bea conſultati- 
on, as if there were more perſons in the God-head 
required to the making of man, then of all the 
other creatures; but this the Divine John in his} 
Goſpel cleareth, teftifying, that all that the father| 
created, he created by the Son ; and without him, | 
was nothing made that was made z again, others 
draw out hence an argument, to prove the plura- 
lity of perſons in the God-head , ſo man may bu- 
ſie himſelf with diſputes, which never beget faith 
nor unity in diſputers, but every party ſtrives to 
find out new arguments, and ſo is ſtrife increaſed, 
but no man ſatisfied, much leſs any foul edified, 
for to know God either in the unity of the God- 
head , or in plurality of perſons; is that new name} 
in a white ſtone, which none can read but he that 
hathit; or it is the work of Chriſt ; for 0 man. 
knoweth the Father but the Son, and he to whom the | 
Son will reveal him, But this Word, Let us male | 


Man m our own Image, after our Likeneſs, m=_ 
all | 
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all together , ſignifieth > and forcſhheweth, this 
Creature is not to have a natural Body only, as 
other Creatures have , but alſo a ſpiritual Soul 
not only ſuch a Soul as is the life of the Body in 
other Creatures, but a Soul that hath tie perfet 
Image and Likeneſs of G.d, both 1n Uunicy 2nd 
Trinity 3 and this not co:ſiſting in having the 
facultics of the miid more clear and pure in 


, |. himſelf, in his I nnocency , than he bath in his 


corrupted eſtate, but in having nothing in himſelf, 
but all things in God, and therefore in the R ege- 
ration isto be reduced to the ſame eſtate, ro per- 
fe denial of himſelf, that he hath no ſuihiciency, 
no, not toone good thought, but Gcd is with him, 
dwells in him, &c. Chriſt is mad: of the Father 
unto hiws Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, &c. and the Spirit 
guides him, and is given unto him, the Earneſt of 
his Inheritarce,, ſothat the Image and Likeneſs of 
God is nothing but. a total enjoyment of God , 
not in any excellency of Endowinents, but iu an 
abſolute unity, not of any equality to him in any 
of the Divine Attributes, bur in an abſolute depen- 
dance upon him for Life, Breath, Being , Wil- 
dom, Righteonſaets, and zl things. 

And let him have dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, 
and ouer the Fowl of the Air, and ever the Catiel, 
ard over all the Earth,and over cv:ry creeping thing 
that creep-th upon the ea;th. | 
Here's man's Dominion and Superiority over 

all Creatures as long as he continues in tize Like- 

neſs and Image of God, towit; in unity with Gcd, 
na perfect dependance vypon Gud ; when he ceal- 
eth to depend upon God, and ſeekeih to have 
knowledge of Good and Evil , by eating of that 

G 2 Fruit 
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. happy, and when he would reach out to that tree 


Fruit, and deſireth to be like God, and not to de- 


pt upon God, then his Dominion is gone, and 
e is become a Servyant to all thefe that were ſubje- 


| edto him ; he cannot live without Bread ; he 


hath forgotten that Man lives not by Bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the Mouth of | 
God; he ſtands in need now of Food and Rayment, | 
every creature muſt be a help to him for life,health 
profit, plezſure, ornament, &g. now when God| 
is not all inall to him, now is he forced to uſe the 
help ofall creatures , and yet all fatisfie not , for 
his deſolate ſpirit hungers after that all-ſatisfying 
good, but is ſtill mifled by Satan, that he cannot 


find it ; for he is ledto ſeek it in the creature, andþ. 


he being created their Supertour ; they that arc 
ſubjected and made inferiour, can never make hin 


of life, the Lord hath barr*d his way by a ſhaken 
ſword, in the hand of a Cherubim, becauſe he1is 
a Rebell ;-but every one that hath been reduce(| 
to this ſubjeftion, have alſo had this abſolute 40-! 
minion ; the fierce lions could not touch Damel, 
the raging fire could not hurt the three children} 
no Kings could ſtand before them, but Phzl:ſtin 
fall before Jonathan and his Armonr-bearer, Goliah 
before David, &c. for ſaith the Lord, he that tow 


cheth them, toucherh the apple of mine eye. 
27. So God created man in his own Image ,' in tht|. 
Image of God created he him. male and female, crea-| 
tcd he them. | 
Here is the form of man wherein he was created, 
even in the likeneſs of God , not in the form oli 
-his body, for God hath no body, for he is a ſpi- 
rit; andin that we have the arms, eyes, and 
0 
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of God mentioned in the Scripture, it is ſpoken 
to our capacities; that his power and preſence 
with his creatures , may be holden forth more 
plainly to us.z but this form of man ,was righte- 
ouſneſs, as Solomon ſaith, God made man righteous”, 
bat he hath found out many inventions ; and this righ- 
teouſnelſs is not the doing of things commanded , 
and omitting that which was forbidden, but that 
man . had his life in God, and God lived in him; 
and man ſought for no happineſs but:that, aſſoon 
as Satan drew out their mind, to deſire another 
wiſdom, glory, and happineſs, then helolt that I- 
mage, and caſt himſelf into the Image of the de- 
vil. As it is ſaid, that 'the woman ſaw the tree of 
knowledg, of good and evzl, was a tree.to bedeſired 
to make. one wiſe; ſo hkewiſe our reſtoring' by 
Chriſt, is not to bring vs-to do the things com- 
manded, and refrain from things forbidden, but it 
is that we abide in him; and he1n us; then we ſhall 
bring forth much fruit , andts ſtand faſt in this faith, 
that be is made of God unto us, wiſcom, ſantification, 
&c. that we neither know nor do, abything right; 
but by living in him by faith, then ſtands man in 
the Image of God; for-he lives ſo in God, that 
he holds forth God evidently to the fight 'of men 
as God he reigns and inſtructs, for Gcd hath made 
us Kings and Prieſts to our God, ſb man reigns 
over the mightieſt kings, as Moſes over Pharaoh , 
Toſeph over all Egypt ; Daniel and the other three , 
over Nebrchadnezzar, and that which is more,over 
all the fierceſt creatures ; as Daniel 07er lyons, and 
the other three over the raging flames of fire, and 
that which is moſt of all, aver the powers and prin- 
Cipalities of darkre.s ; where:f he hath made wa 
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wore then conquerors; ſo alſo as he appeared in 
Chriſt, who came not to be ſerved, bur to ſerve, 
and humbled .himſelf in the form of a ſeryant, fo 
hath he given his pedple to ſerve ll in loye : both 
friend and foe, not to ſeek their own, but the 
good of others: ; and co yield themſelves to all ſuf. 
ferings, even to: death; this 1s that true Image 
and jikencſs of God ,, to be conformed to the Locd 
Teſus, who is the expreſs Image of his pericn, and 
brighrneſs of his ſubſtance ; and then hears man the 
Image of God, when he hath put off that old man 


which is corrupt, according to deceitful luſts ; and | 


put on the new man, that i created aftcy Ged , in 
Rightconſn: fr ard true Holineſs, X 
Male-and Female, Created He them. 

Here's the Embleme, man maſt be truitful , and 


therefore muſt-have A fic helper, among all the 


creatures theres none-found, therefore it muſt be 
the work of God ;, and when he is on a deep ſleep, 
that God creates him a fit helper, therefore he 
faith, arake thou that ſeepef, ſftard up fromthe dead, 
and Chriſt ſhall give thee Ii7ht ;, this is the fit help, 
without which man cannot be fruitfull. As he 
faith by the Prophet, I aw the green Fir-tree , upon 
ms ts thy fru:t fourd Wo the Apoſtle ſets the hus- 
band and the wife an Emblem of Chriſt and his 
Church, in divers particulars, 'yet this is the chief 
of all, wh-rein all mans wiſdom, ſtrength, and ex- 
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ellency, -ih every way is found of no worth, to | 


bring forth fruit ; it muſt be a woman, the weaker 
ſex, whereby he"multiplies and increaſes; as a lit- 
tle leaven, Jeavens the whole lump, as the candle 
givesIight to the whole houſe, as the ſmall muſtard- 


ſeed becomes like a large tree, with boughs and 


branches, 


CO EO OI OR OE TO man 
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branches; here*'s the weak things of God, to 
overthrow the ſtrong ; and the fooliſh things of 
God, to confound the wiſe; Heres this ordinance 
of God exhibited in all the creatures, be fruitful, 
and multiply, may ſet forth the fruitfulneſs of his 
word unto his people, when he commands every 
one that names the Name of Jeſus, to depart 
from iniquity ; then Jeſus the power and wi{dom 
of God prevails, in the weakneſs, fooliſhneſs, and 
ſinfulneſs of man, to bring forth praiſes to God ; 
hereby the Nations and l[fles afar off bring in their 
ſons and daughters, as preſents unto God. 

28. And God bleſſed them and ſaid unto them, te 
fruitfull and multiply, and repleniſh the earth , 
and ſubdue it , and have dominion over the fiſh of the 
Sea, ard over the fowls of the air, ard over every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth. 

Here*s the bleſſing of God, that man become 
fruitfull, every man by his own comfort, the fic 
help which God hath ordained for him, but whore- 
mongers and adulterers God. will judge ; Here's 
the Emblem again, Bl«fſed and Happy u that Soul , 
that cleaves unto Feſws, for by him he ſhall be fruitfall, 
and repleniſh the earth, that the earth be fill:d with the 
knowleds of Gdd, as the water covers the $:as. But 1/- 
rael being ignorant of this, not knowing that they 
ſhould ſacrifice themſelves, Body, Soul, and Spi- 
rit, unto the Lord as a free will offering, a whole 
burnt ſacrifice ,, and that Jeſus is the Altar that 
ſhould fanCtifie their gift, and the Temple where- 
in alone they ſhould worſhip, to wit, by whom 
their hearts ſhould be enlarged, in the knowledg 
of God; and hisgreat love to them in pardoning 
their fins, and ſanftifying their ſouls , chat they 
G 4 ſr04.4 
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ſhould loue the Lord with all th wr hea'r an1 ſoul, and 
might, and- ftreiigth;, | ſay, Iſrzel be: 4 :3nOcait 
of this, applyed themiel <s io ob erve Fairs and 
Feaits. to offer unto God birds 3:19 vealts, ro mal- 
tiply ſacrifices, and buiid temjzles, but all :4:/e 
W:re an abomination ta the Lord; for they iieitlier 
knew to faſt from ſin, nor to feaſt unco the Lo:d , 
Nor to bring their firſt fruirs unto tie Lord ;, 2h. 
Lamb without ſpot or blemiſh: Therefore the Lord 
complains, that 4 ſpirit of phorcd,m 1s in 1h: md 
ef them; they are norfaithfull in the covenaut,they 
cleave not unto the fit help, chac God hath provi- 
ded fur them ; they ſet up Malechand R:mphin, 
Gods of Egyjt, and worſhip tlie abominat.o'1s of 
the Sydomans.;,. they are like hocies netghing, every 
man after his neighoours wife : Thus doti the Spi- 
rit of God complain ſtill. tht all fleſh have corri:p- 


ted their way, all are become abomizalblr, 1here*s' no" 


knowied; jn the earth , they will pray, and / p:nt, and 
be'i.ve, and have not the ſpirit of Prayer and Faith , 
and of a ſound mind , like 1ſr 01, they bring the halt, 
Jame, blind, arid withered ſacrifice, therefore: 1 the 
curſe upon them , tecauſe there is a perfett Lamb in the 
flock, andthey come before the Lord with an imperfett 
offering , and theretore he bids them carry it to 
their King, and ſee if he will. accept them; but 
they are 4s wine /etled og the lees, that will not be re- 
fined. Sohere againlt the bleſſing of God, breaks 
o'1t che Power of Sat2n; in the blind ard ignorant 


mind on the one hand, and the luſtfull affeions of . 


the fleſh, on the othec hand; thac as be oppoſes 
the ſouls cleaving to Chriſt by faith, in all the va- 
rious forms of Religion, raiſed hy a carnal under- 


ſtanding of the Scripture, ſo he ſtirs up fleſhly luſt. 
| _ | ſo 
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ſo ſtrongly, that 11's haid 16 find chaſtity in a fin- 
ple perion , Or taitiifuinels in che married ; that 
if ve remember that God ſees, not as men, look- 
jng at the.oucward actions, but he looks upon our 
inſide, and ſearchech the heart and affettions ; 
and io ccme rothe te{imony of our Saviour, that 
he which lnſts after a woman in his heart, hath coms- 
muted adultery alre.dy with her ;, there will he few , 
that may not ſay with David, '1 ama ma[(s of (in; 
and to ſee ad hear how luſt rages, even in them 
that make Profeſſion of Religion , that they make 
even their going to Church, or other Meeting- 
places, in Profeſſion of Religion, their opportu- 
nities to commit iolly and lewdnefs; and yet car- 
ry themieives ſo high, and zealous in Religian, ſo 
buſie in reproving others, in whom they can ſpy 
any weakneſs, or any want of zeal, that they are 
not ſp ſtrict in periormances of their duties, (as 
the call them) as Praying, obſerving Faſts, pre- 
paring themſelves for the Sabbath, taking all op- 
portunities to hear the Word, ang whatever can- 
fiſts in outward aCtions, as if they exceeded all in 
Holineſs; to ſee (I ſay) ang hear how theſe, fo 
ſtrict Profeſſors, have luſt raging fo ſtrongly in 
them, that a pleaſant wife of their youth will not 


| ſatisfie ; old age doth not free them, bur ſtill chey 


continue as the Prophet faith, like horſes, epry one 
neighing after his neighbours wife. T hat as our Savi- 


Our faich, {they ao ts but tp be ſeen of men; if their 


conſcience were nor ſenſleſs, as ſeared wi:h a hot 
Iron, they would be fo afflicted in ſpirit, thac they 
could not condemn others, but eſteem themſelves 
the vileſt men. But whence ariſeth all this ? they 
like not to retain the knowledg of Ggd. in their 
EE | | hearts, 


An Expoſition ofthe 


74 


hearts, tobe faithfull in the covenant ;, to wit, to 


believe the Record that he hach Sun of his Son , 
our Bleſſed Lord Jeſus; they will not believe that 
there's no mortification of ſin, no fanCtification of 
the ſoul, no life of righteouſneſs, but by his in- 
dwelling in us; that only the grace of God ap- 

aring, teacheth to deny all ungodlineſs , and every 
worldly luft, and to live godly , ſeberly, and bolily, 


in the world, and nothing elſe; but they muſt | 
needs joyn their works, and zeal, anddevotion, | 


and ſo they weave the linnen and woolen together, 
therefore God hath given them up to vile affet; 
ons, to commit all uncleanneſs with greedineſs , fot 
they have not fo learned Chriſt, as the truth is in 
Jeſus ; that they may put off the old man, which 1s cor 
rupt, according to tbe deceitfull Iuſts, and put on tht 
new man , that ts created after God, in righteouſne| 


and true holineſs; So that being they will no} 


cleave faithfully to that meet help that God hath 
provided for their ſouls, even the Lord Jeſus, 
but turn aſide every man after his own way,through 
obſtinacy and a ſpirit of contradiCtion ;' ſo the 
cannot be faithfull untothe wife ef their youth, the 
Meet-help which God hath granted unto the body 
to preſerve them in chaſtity , that they might beth 
und: filed member of the myſtical body of the Lord + 
ſus. And being unfaithful in both, God hath gi 
ven them for a juſt puniſhment; a hardned heart 


he 


| 


and benumned conſcience, that they cry Peace Pract! 
to their ſouls, though they be far from the ways of! 
Þþeace; they are like unto the barren Heath in th: 


wilderneſs, which though the Sun ſhine , and the 


Rain fall, feels no good; ſo the miniſtry of tie} 


Goſpel, warms not their ſouls : Johz Baptiſs - 
niſtry 
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niſtry and baptiſm of water,brings not them to re- 

pentance ; our Lord Jeſuss Baptiſm by fire and 

the Holy Ghoſt brings not thegggto faith, but by a 

heardened heart that cannot = ip they treaſure 

up wrath tovhemſelues, againſt the day of wrath, when 
the righteous Fudgment of God ſhall ve revealed from 
heaven, agarnſt the unrighteonſneſs of men, which hold 
the truth in wnrighteouſneſs, and by an unbelieving 
heart they depart from the living God; as Fonah Con- 
feſſedMnan in followiog lying vanity forſakes ever- 
laſting mercy ; from which the God of mercies de- 
liver us, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 

Amen. 

Ard ſubdue it , and have dominion over the fiſh of 
the Sea , and over the fowls of the air , and over 
every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 
Here's Gods great goodnelſs and bountifulneſs 

to men, to make man abſolute Lord of all his crea- 

tures, that: it's wonderful to ſee how many crea- 
turesare ſubje& to man , that are far ſtronger than 
he; with what dexterity man can tame molt fierce 


. creatures , what great benefit man hath of ſome 


for food , of others for labour, and many other 
ſervices: which David {0 much admireth, ſaying , 
Lord what ts man that thin art mindful of hsm ? Tou 
haſt put all things in ſubjeftion under bu feet Now 
this is Gods: ordinance, that all things be under 
man, that man be above them all, that he account 
nothing worthy to ſet his heart or affetions on ; 
And the Lord faith, my ſon give me thy heart. And 
again, If I be a father, where i my honour ? as if he 


| ſhould fay, I have honoured thee above all crea- 


tures, to put them in ſubjection to thee; why then 
wilt thou not honour me as a father? to {et thy 
| heart 


26 An Erpolition of the - 


heart upon me, to love, deſire, honour , and 
praiſe me alone, that have been ſo bountiful to 
thee; as by 1/aiahhe ſaith, the Oxe knows his owner, 


and the Aſs his mers crib , but Iſrael hath forgot-. 


ren me days without number ;, arguing the unthank. 
fulneſs of man; the brute beaſt is drawn by kind- 
neſs to love and own his keeper; but man forgets 
all my kindneſs, and me too; and as Pas! faith, 
worſhips and ſerves the creature, more than the Crea, 
tor, tho uw God bleſſed for ever. . 
Thus man becomes rebellious againſt God, as 
he ſaith, I have nouriſhed and brought up ehildren,and 


they have rebellcd again me ;, and makes himſelfa 


ſervantof ſeryants, a ſlave to the creatures, which 
God ſubdued to him : Alas how wholly is he ſub- 
jefted to them, that if he enjoy them, he accounts 
himſelf rich; if he want them, poor ; af they in- 
creaſe, he rejoyceth; if they fail, he is dejected; 
theſe he calls his goods, clearly forgetting the 
goodneſs of God; to ſuffer loſs in theſe, he counts 
evil to him; nothing moyed to Jooſe the favour of 


God; thus by the ignorance and vanity of mans | 


mind, the creature hath the ſuperiority, and is be: 
come abſolute Lord, and he a ſlave , and ſo chan- 
geth the plory of the uncorruptible God, into birds and 
four-footed beaſts, and creeping things; as is ſhewed 
to Ezekrel , by viſion, all the Elders of Iſrael in the 


chambers of their Imagery, worſhiping every form | 
Creeping things, ard abominable, and women weeping | 
for Tammus, filling the land with violence, andy | 
put the branch zo thesr noſe ;, which is no other thing, 
| but that they honoured the creatures in their | 


hearts more than God,. ſo that for the creatures 
they oppreſs, back-bite, and devour one another; 
\ and 
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and if they cannot obtain.their will in them, theY 
grieveand fret, and weep,and yet they profeſs the 
worſhip of God, and faith in Jeſus, but all in vain; 
for this is the Image of jealoufte that provokes 
God to jealonſie. 

29. And God ſaid, behold I have given you every 
herb bearing ſeed, which is uton the face of all the 
earth, and every tree in which «; the fruit of a tree , 
yielding ſeed to you ;, it ſh.ll be for meat. 

Here?s the extenſion of God? goodneſs and fa- 
therly care for man ; as Dav:d ſ:ith, he is good , 
and doth good ;, tis fatherly care is manifeſted that 
man ſhall want nothing , neceſſary for this preſent 
life ;*as it is written, he grverh to all iberally, and 
upbraideth none ;, ſo here is his power to command 
the earth to bring forth herbs, and trees bearing 
fruit, and theſe herbs and fruits to be a conveni- 
ent food for men , mans appetite ſhall deſire it, the 
ſtomach ſhall dizeſt it,, and it ſhall he ſuitable nou- 
riſhment; when God gives his ordinance, all things 
yield fubjeftion; ſo: it is with the ſoul of man ; 
when God opens the ear, and turns the heart to 
diſcipline, then will men feed at the table of God, 
then will the fleſh of Jeſus be meat indeed ; till 
then, man feeds at the table of devils, boaſts of his 
own bow, ſpear, ſhield, councel to war, and mul- 


titude of men, truſts in the arm of fleſh, and {o 


falls under the curſe and attains not unto the blef- 
ſing, becauſe he traſts not in the living God, and 
his everlaſting mercies, which are eſtabliſhed in 
Jeſus, and communicated through him, on whom 
he hath laid all hetp for him, therefore he muft 
muitiply facrifices, and obſerve faſts arfd feaſts, 
and whatſoever God hath commanded ; but _ 
hat 


79 - An Expolitionof the 


hath not ordained theſe things for his ſalvation , 
but faith in Jeſus; therefore all theſerthings are fin 
and abomination to God ;, for wht ſoever u not of 
faith i ſin. Man may as well ſay , I will not eat 


ſtronger food, ſilver, gold, and pearl; but God 
bath not given theſe things for food, nor ta yield 
good nouriſhment ; it*s the ordinance of God, not 
the excellency of the creature, that makes it ſuitz- 
ble food; it's not what appears glorious or likely 
in. manseies, but what God hath eſtabliſh*d, there. 
fore the Apoſtle ſaith, the foolsſhneſs of God ts wiſer 
than men ; and the weakneſs of God us ſtronger than 
47; but here's mans ignorance and rebelliouſ- 
neſs evermore to reſiſt the wiſdom of God ; As the 
Martyr Stephen ſaith, and always what he thinks 
tobe goodand holy, muſt needs be ſo; but Sole. 
wor adviſeth man not to be wiſe in his own conceit , 
there's mare hepe of a fool then ſuch a one. | 
30. And to every beaſtof the earth, and to every 
fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepetb up- 
on the earth, wherein there u life, I bave gun 
every green berb for meat, and it was ſo. 
The bountifulneſs of God ceaſeth not in man 
whom he created in his own Image, and for whom 
he created all things; but he provideth food for 


eyery creature which he hath made, and ſubjected |} 


to the ſervice of man; as David ſaith, he openeth 
his hand and ſatisfieth with good, every living crea- 
ture, yet herein he giveth man a teſtimony thathe 


isearth, and muſt retyrn to earth, as well as other | 


creatures; that he ſhould not be lifted up in his } 
the bell 


mind ., nor carried out in his luſt, through pride 
or covetouſneſs, to opprels or abute the creature; 
therefore 


this light graſs, and ſupple fruit, I will feed on | 7 an 
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therefore he faith again, the good man is merciful ts 
his beaſt: This gives man occaſion , to look to 
him that is higher than he, as 7ob faith; calling 
him a rock ; 7 will look to the Rock that is higher than 
| 1; andasthe Lord exhorteth, look unto me,and be 
| ye ſaved, all the ends, of the earth; that man look 
not to a man whoſe breath is in his noſtrils ; for 
wherein is he to be eſteemed ? nor fear mar ror 
what wan can do unto him; for the Lord hathcreated 
the Smith that ſmites on the anvill, therefore no weapon 
formed againſt his people that truſt in him, ſhall proſ- 
per; for the Lord hath provided and given to man 
that truſts in him, another food, even true mana ; 
whereofthat given to 1/rael, was but a figure , as 
our Lord Jeſus told them ; that their fathers did 
eat of that manna and were dead, but he that did eat 
of the manna that he ſhould give, ſbould live for ever ;, 
but they not underſtanding that to be united to him 
by faith, that mighty gift of God, whereby man 
is ſeparated from himſelfand all the world, which 
Paul calls, cut out of the wild Olive, and planted in- 
to Feſus byebe Fathers band, (which the Lord calls 
by Hoſea ) to eſpouſe thewto himſelf, in faithfulneſs 
and F ndgment,, and mercy, and everlaſting compaſſion ;, 
they ({ ay ) not knowing that this is to feed uP- 
on him, faid, bow cen this man give ws bis fleſhto 
| toeapy even as Nicodemus not knowing that this 
was to be born again, without which, our Lord 
Jeſus told him, that no wan can enter into the king- 
dom of God, ſaid, how can theſe things be ? he knew 
{ No birth, but from his mothers womb ; and they 
| knewno eating, but that of the teeth, to ſatisfie 
the belly; ſo our wiſe and learned teachers, (as 
they would be called) becauſe they havelearngd 
Ariſtotle 


$o An Expoſition of the 
Ariſtotle and Logick which teach abiointe contra- 
ry tothe word of 'G:d, not knowing that this ig 
the laver of regeneration, the true Baptiſm of Je. 


ſus, tlie baptizing with fite and the holy ghoſt, | 
wherein whoſoever is baptized, is baptized nts | 
dearth, buryed with Jeſus by baptiſm, whereitl al- 
ſo he is raiſed up wich him by faith, in the opera- | 
tion of Godg who hath raiſed him from the dead, | 
that they may walk in newnieſs of life , theſe, I ſay | 


not knowing, are buſied, ſome to ſprinkle water 
in the face of a child , and to fin it with the ſign 


of the Croſs, and fay it is rege 1erate ; ard others} 


tocaſt men and women that have ſtoJen the truth 
from their neighbour, and can tell 2 tory of faith 
and hope which they have learned from tnem, al- 
though they never knew the iſſies of death and 


life, that are from. the Lord , yet they cait them} 


into a river , and then theſe muſt be they that mult} 
believe, and are* baptized , altnough rhtiey never; 
knew themſelves tonching the righteouſneſs com-| 
manded blamele(s, while they neither knew faith 
nor baptiſme , nor never knew that a man.could.be 
zealous in preaching and practiſing , that hatl 
not ſo much as heard tell of the holy ghoſt. And 
again, our ſtrong religious Profeſſors, not know- 
ing thisto be the eating of that bread, which th 
Lord Jeſus gives, and drinking that cup which is 
the New Teſtament, 'in his blond, that is ſhel 
for the remiſfon of our ſins, and that whoſoevel| 
lives in this faith , feeds continually upon. thi 
bread, and drinks none other but of this cup ; for 
this is the true vine, even Jeſus which 1s the nes 
food of the fathers kingdom, therefore thiey feel] 
ON it as they are wil elus, and he with them > 0h 
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without him they can do nothing z bat by him 
ſtrengthening them, they can do all things; ſo that 
as oft as they eat this bread , and drink this cup , 
they, remember the Lords death till he come; which 
the FEndcant of, are buſie to eat a bit of bread 
and drink a cup of wine, in remembrance of the 
death and doctrine of Jeſus, when they know no- 
thing of his doctrine but after the letter, not re- 
membring that he ſaid ,. the letter killeth, but the 
ſp:rit giveth life ; the words that I ſpeak, they are 


ſpirit and they are liſe ;, therefore great zeal they 


have to do all after the letter, to receive this their 
ſacred Sacrament often or ſeldom, fitting, or knee- 
ling, and the like trifles, as though theſe could 


kill and make alive, or comfort an afflifted heart. 


So likewiſe theſe wiſe teachers not knowing that 
this is to perform the office of the Diſciples or 
Apoltles of Jeſus, to make the people fit down on 
the graſs, even to make them know that. they are 
but as graſs, and fed with green herbs, which flou- 
riſheth for a day, and tomorrow is cut down, dry- 
ed up and withered , that they being weary and 
nungry may wait upon Jeſus, who looking up to 
the father and bleſling, feedeth five thoufand with 


five loaves, and many baskets of that never empti- 


ed ſtore remaining ; yea theſe having not received 
from Jeſus that word of life, when they were dead 
in ſins and treſpaſſes, and committed laſciviouſ- 
nels with gxeedineſs; as Ezekiel faith , when they 
were caſt out to ſhame and deſtruftion , polluted in their 
own bloud, that then it was the day of love with God, 
even When he did ſee them polluted in thasr own bloud , 
and he ſaid to their ſouls live ;, and he waſhed rinced 
andicleanſed their filthine(s and adorned them _ 
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bis own ornaments ;- Ifay they having not receiy' 


the Lord Jeſus inthe day of their great neceſſity , | 


they cannot ſo preach him to others , that as they 
have freely receiv?d of the Lord Jeſus, they may 


fteely give to all the people that word which is life 


to the dead, and joy to the living, but they are 
buſie to ſingle out to themſelves Hypocrites, like 


themſelves, ſtrouting out with works of merit, 
and ſupererogation; others whining in their zeal! 
and holy endeavours, others glorying in keeping 
2 covenant, for that they never knew that cove. 
nant-keeper of 7/rael, that neither ſhumbers not! 


fleeps, nor yet ever knew that they could not keey 
their own vineyard; others are boaſting of their 
faith and baptiſm, and others of a light within 


them, that never knew themſelves to be darknef,, 


living in the world without God; ſo the blind.lead 


the blind and both fall into the ditch, the Lord de- 


Hver them. | 
Ard it was ſo. 


Here's the concluſion; 'every word that God! 
fpeaks, is fulfilled ; every command that he give! 
is obeyed, as it is written, h? ſpake, great was th'| 
company of the Preachers; when he gives fosth his: - 
voice, the dead ſhall hear, and live; many come! 
to hear the word, but their ear is not opened, and! 
their heart turned to diſcipline, many hear the 


word, but receive it not as the word of God, but 
of man ; but when God commanded®the light to 


ſhine out of darkneſs, it was ſo, ſo when he con: - 
mands the light of everlaſting life to ſhine in out! 
hearts, it wilt beſo; otherwiſe the Prophets may; 
preach , but 7ſrae! will not be gathered; which! 


made 1/aiah complain, Lord who hath believed on 


report ! ; 
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report ? ard upon whom is the arm of the Lord revea- 
led? and again, to pray , awak? thou arm of the 
Lord ; art rot 'thou it that cut Rahab, and wounded 
the dragen ?. ſo. David faith , the voice of the Lord 
makes the Hindes to Calve,, divides the flames of fire y 
and ſhakes the wilderneſs of Cadeſh ; rhe woice of the 
Lord bringeth mighty things to pſ5 ;, its not ſowith 
man, for the Prophets are ſenc to a rebellious peo- 
ple, that ſome will not hear them, others hear, 
but hate and perſecute them, others come and en- 
quire of the Prophet as if they defired to hear the 
law, and to know the judgments of their gods,bur 
all in difſimulation and hypocriſie ; thouzh the Pro- 
phet is unto them , a ore that can pliy well upon 2 
well tuned Inſtrument ;, but when God commands , 
they hear, and the people that ſte mw dark ojs, haiye 
ſeen a preat light, and unto them that ſate in the ve- 
gion of the ſhadow of death, light is ſprung up; there-, 
fore he ſaith , they ſhall not teach every mat his 
brother, ſaying, know the Lord: for they ſhall all 
know me, from the lea't to the greuteſt;, for they ſhall 
be all taught of Gsd;, io that witen the Lord faith , 
ſeek ye my face, the Church anſivers, hy face will [ 
ſeek right early ;, for the Lord turneth the heart of 
Kings, even il, the Rivers of water. 

Here theretore is manifeſt the order, as the 
Apoſtle faith, firſt that which is afcer the fleſhly , 
then that which is after the ſpirit; firſt the tea- 
ching of man, and man comprehending the word 
of God in his reaſon, and carnal wildom, and 
this puff*d up the heart, that man thinks the whole 
work wrought; but it is not ſo, but then God 
commands his ſervants to cry, ad he ſunh, what 
ſhall I cry? Ml flefl is graſs, and all the v!ory of it 38 

IH 2 the 
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the Lord Jeſus-in the day of their great neceſlity , 
they cannot ſo preach him to others, that as they 
have freely receiv*d of the Lord Jeſus, they may 
freely give to all the people that word which is life 
td the dead, and joy to the living, but they are! 
buſie to ſingle out to themſelves Hypocrites, like 
themſelves, ſtrouting out with works of merit, 
and ſupererogation; others whining in their zeal 
and haly endeavours, others glorying in keeping} 
2 covenant, for that they never knew that cove 
nant-keeper of 7/rael, that neither ſhymbers not 
fleeps, nor yet ever knew that they conld not keet 
their own vineyard; others are boaſting of their 
faith and baptiſm; and others of a light within] 
them, that never knew themſelves to be darknef, 


o 
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bis own ornaments 3-1Hay they having not receiv | 


living in the world without God ſo the blind.lead! 
the blind and both fall into the ditch, the Lord de 
liver them. | 
| And it was ſo. | 

' Here's the concluſion; tevery word that God! 
fpeaks , is fulfilled ; every command that he gives 
is obeyed, as it is written, hz ſpake, great was th 


company of the Preachers; when he gives fosth his} - 


voice, the dead ſhall hear, and live ; many come! 
to hear the word, but their ear is not opened, and! 
their heart turned to diſcipline, many hear the! 
word, but receive it not as the word of God, but | 
of man ; but when God commanded®the light to! 


ſhine out of darkneſs, it was ſo, ſo when he con-;- 


mands the light of everlaſting life to ſhine in our| 
hearts, it wilt be ſo; otherwiſe the Prophets maj 
preach, but 7ſrae/! will not be gathered; which 
made 1/aiah complain, Lord who hath believed ow | 
: report ! . 


\ 
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report ? ard npon whom is the arm of the Lord revea- 
led ? and again, to pray , awak?. thou arm of the 
Lord ; art rot \thou it that cut Rahab, and wounded 
the dragon: * ſo. David faith , the voice of the Lord 
makes the Hindes to Calve,, arvides the flames of fire , 
and ſhakes the wilderneſs of Cadeſh;, the woice of the 
"Lord bringeth mighty things to pſ5 ;, it's not ſowith 
man, or the Prophets are ſenc to a rebellious peo- 
pK, that ſome will not hear them, orhers hear, 
but hate and perſecute them, others come and en- 
quire of the Prophet as if they delired to hear the 
law, andto know the judgments of their gods, bur 
all in diflimulation and hypocrifie ; though the Pro- 
phet'is unto them , 2s one that can ply well up1n 2 
well tuned Inſtrument ;, but when God commands , 
they hear, and the people that ſute in darkefs, haye 
ſeen a preat light, and unto them that ſate in the re- 
$ton of the ſhadow of death, light is ſprung up; there-, 
fore he ſaith, they ſhall pot teach every man his 
brother, ſaying, know the Lord; for they ſhall all 
know me, from the lea't to the greiteſt;, for they ſhall 
be all taught of Gsd;, io that when the Lord faith , 
ſeek ye my face, the Church anſwers, hy face will 7 
ſeek right early ;, for the Lord turneth the heart of 
Kings, even il, the Rivers of water. 

Here theretore is manifeſt the order, as the 


Apoſtle faith, firſt that which is after the fleſhly , 


then that which is after the ſpirit; firſt the tea- 
ching of man, and man comprehending the word 
of God in his reaſon, and carnal wildom, and 
this puff*d up the heart, that man thinks the whole 
work wrought; but it is not ſo, bur then God 
commands his ſervants to cry , ard he ſaith, what 
ſhall I cry? it fleſh is graſs, and «ll the vlory of it #8 
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24 
the flower of the field ;, the graſs withereth, the flower | 
raleh for the ſpicit of God hath blown upon it, 

and then it is ſo; ſo that David faith, thou tur- 
nedſt. away thy face , and ] was troubled , my ſokl re- 


fuſed comfort ; ſo when the Church lies under af- 


fliction, the Lord commands , comfort ye my peo- 
ple, ſpeak, comfortably to Jeruſalem , tell ber , hey 
warfare is ended, ſhe hath receiv'd at the Lords hand 
double, according to all her afjiitions ; and then it is 
ſo; ferthe tongue of the lammerer ſpeaketh plainly, 
the blind ſee, the deaf hear, halt and lame and mai 
med leap for joy , andthe dumb ſings out the praiſes of 
God; the Church is brought out of captivity to Szox 
with joy, evcrlaſting rejoycing upon their heads, 
ſo Hezekiah ſaith, inſlead of peace, 1 had great bit- 
zerzeſs ;, but thou Lord in love to my ſoul haſt freed 
i from the pit of corruption, therefore will 1 ſing 


any ſong in the houſe of the Lord, all the days of my | 


life. \ 

31. And God ſaw every thing that he had made, and 
behold it was very good, and the evening and the 
morning was the ſixth day. 

Here is firſt the All-ſecing eye of God, he ſaw 
every thing that he had made, nothing can hide 
from him, nothing unſeen or unknown to him ; as 
it is written, he that made the eye , ſhall he not ſee? 
he ſees the ſecret thoughts of our hearts, when we 
commit wickedneſs in the dark, and deviſe miſ- 
chief on the bed, the darknefs of the night is as 
noon-day before him, faith David; therefore 
there 'isno fleeing from his preſence; ſo that the 
wicked man cannot eſcape unpuniſhed ; this is the 
comfort of them that truſt in him, he ſees their 
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and treaſures their tears in his bottles, he ſeerh 
their wrong, and will avenge them he ſees their 
captivity, and commands deliverance for them; 
he ſees their maladies, and comes with healing 
under his wings ; he fees their ſtafulneſs, and o- 
pens a fountain to waſh away their ſins and un- 
cleanneſs ; he ſees them lie polluted in their own 
bloud, caſt out to ſhame and deſtruttion, and it is 
the day of love, he ſpreads the ſxirts of his gar- 
ment oyer them, to cover their nakedneſs, that 
their ſhame be not ſeen; he ſays to heir ſoul live ; 
ke waſhes and rinles till he have taken away their 
uncleanneſs, and makes them beautiful! with his 
own ornaments; he ſees their backſliding, and 
healsthem ; he'ſees their weakneſs, and preſerves 
and ſtrengthens them. + 

And behold it was very good. 

Heres the ſecond part; by the goodneſs of 
God all that God maketh is very good ; thar light 
and darkneſs keep their courſe, that evening and 
morning make- a day, that God made a firma- 
ment to ſeparate the waters above, from the wa- 
ters below, yea that all was without form and 
void, before that the ſpirit of God moved upon 
the waters, that God ſeparated the waters from 
the dryland, G&c. all is good that God doth ; for 
all ſets forth the goodneſs of God in Jeſus, that 
fountain of goodneſs, unto man that lay in death 
and darkneſs, without form and void till Jeſus 
comes andquickens the dead and' comforts the li- 
ving, .that death and darkneſs may be overcome , 
and the ſoul may be more than conquerar over 
deathand grave, and life and light may comein , 
that waters may be ſeparated from the dry land, 
H 3 and 
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and both dry land and waters, earth and ayr, may 
bring forth fruit every one according to his kind, 
and all the fruit may be. fruitfull, that every thing 
in man may praiſe the lord, and all the creatures 
that lie groaning and ſighing within themſeves un- 
der bondage and corruption, may be called out 
with man in the day of his deliverance to magnifte 
God, with him, that the great water-flouds can- 
not come near him, that Lions cannot hurt him, | 
that fire canngt burn him, that the gates of hell 
cannot- prevail againſt him, that God the Father 
and Jeſus his great Redeemer, ſup with him and 
dwell with him, 

And the evening and the morning were the ſixth 

AY. 

Here is the conc!ufiort ,, the end of all the works 
of God, whereto nothing can be added, wherein 
nothing 1s wanting, that 'may be for the ſetting 
forth of his praiſe, the manifeſting” of his ſecret, 
even his divine power and God-head, which are | 
clearly een in the things that he hath created ; as 
Paul faith, and David alſo ſings; the heavens dt- 
clare the glory of God , the firmament ſheweth his han- 
dy-work.; man hath his time allotted him, ſix days 
he may work, and run through all the creatures, | 
and ſee what help he can find in them, what good | 
he can do,, that when he hath found father and | 


| 
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mother forſake him ,, his own mothers children | 
agatnit him, friend and kinsmen ſtand far off ga- | 
Zing onchis trouble, all friends miſerable comfor- | 
ters, and all things under the Sun vanity and vex- 

ation of ſpirit, and himſelf captivared under the 
power of Satan, and Sin, and that God hath ſenta ! 


famine upon him, an unfatiable hunger not of |. 
| drink | 
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drink norÞread, but of hearing the word of Gad; 
he may take words into his mouth, even hearty re- 
pentance, and return unto his God, and cry 1 have 
{inned, I-have finned, that he may ceaſe from all 
his own works, yea from his words and thoughts 
upon. the Lords holy-day, and believing,. may en- 
ter.into hiseternal reſt z Here i wiſdom, ſaith the 
Digzne, let him that underſtandeth,: count the num- 
ber of the beaſt, for it is the number of a man , and 
his number 15 666 ;, Here is man numbred, and his 
timenumbred unto him, the time of his work, all 
that God wrought was very good, but. all that 
man works is very vanity, he himſelf is lighter than 
vanity. So his number is the number ofa Beaſt, 
for he is like the Beaſt that periſheth without un- 
derſtanding ; ſo his number is ſix, the days of 
work, though he attain to ſix in all the dimenſions 
of it, 666. and 666000 and 666000000, all is but 
fix, he cannot attain to feven; for it is the day 
of God, the day of reſt, the manifeſtation of Je- 
ſus, whom none can know except the father re- 
veal him ; but man ſits ſtill in darkneſs, and Ia- 
bours in the very fire for very vanity, which our 
wiſe and learned men not underſtanding, buſie 
themſelves to put this name upon others ; ſome 
vpn the Txrk, ſome upon the Pope, to be the 
Beaſt, and the Antichriſt, becauſe they know not 
that it is in themſelves, till the Lord come. 

Our Saviour ſaying, Search the Scriptures , in 
them ye think to have eternal Life, and they are they 
that teſtifie of we? ;, and ye wall not come to me that ye 
might have life. Men in their wiſdom ( which 1s 
always fooliſhneſs with God, and in their Zeal, 
which is yoid of true knowledge ) take this to be 
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4 Command or Exhortation, to ſearch into the 
vcriptures, either for Rules and Leſſons, by obey: 
Ing which , they may 'attain ſalvation , or when 


z 


| 


they hear a Preacher, to try whether thoſe things | 


he delivers be fo or not ; both which declates mans | 
ignorance of the Doftrine of our Saviour ; for he | 
teſtifies to Nicodemus , that no man can enter into, | 


or ſee the Kingdom of Heaven wr.leſs he be regenexate;, 


and thence it is manifeſt he cannot be ſaved, nor | 


underſtand the Scriptures, whether they teſtifie 
of Jeſus or ro, unleſs he be regenerate, to wit, 
begotten of God, and born of that Spirit which 


always gives teſtimony unto Jeſus; for the Sprrit that | 


# 1n man luſts to exvy,, as James ſaith ; and the Ob- 
ject of that envy is Jeſus, and his EleCt, as appears 
by Paul when he was a Phariſee; for the unregene. 


rate, though never ſo religious, are Children of | 


the Devil, which always ceaſeth not to envy and 


perſecute Jeſus and all his Saints { 2s onr Saviour | 
tells the Phariſees ) therefore the true meaning of | 


that Saying of our Saviour is, firſt, that theres 
no portion of Scripture, but if it be rightly un- 
derſtood, it ſpeaks concerning him. Secondly, 
That it witneſſeth that no man can by any means 
attain to eternal Life but by him z and theſe two 
zre abundently teſtified in the Scripture; as firſt, 
that all the Prophets propheſied unto him, and 
certainly ll the Writers of the Scripture were 
Prophets ; for they ſpake not out of their Wit or 
Reaſon, but as they were moved by the holy Ghoſt, 
as Peter witneſſeth; and again, Evexy Word of God 
& in him Yca and Amen » NOT yea and 'vay : which 
15 a3 much as to ſay, perfectly true, by the gene- 
Tal teſtimony of all the Servants of God, with- 
Our 


| 
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out any denial; which isſignified by the Word ( 4- 
wen;) which is uſed-when the Preacher hath delji- 
vered ſuch'a true teſtimony, that all the people 


' ſay Amento it: And again, unto the ſecond it 


is plainly teſtified , There 3s no Name given under 


- Heaven whereby men ſhall be »ſaued but the Name Fe- 


ſus ; and*therefore was he called Feſus, becauſe he 
ſhall. ſave his people from their ſins, as Matthew 
faith : And Paul ſaith, he is the Author and Finiſher 
of our Faith, the Beginner and Perfetter of every 
good Word and Work, The Divine calls him the 
Alpha and Omega, the firſt and laſt, &c. Theſe 
are ſufficient and perfect Teſtimonies. 

Hence is perfe& direftion given for the true 
reading of the Scriptures with underſtanding, to 
wit, that every Sentence of the Scripture is tobe 
underſtocd concerning Jeſus ; if it ſpeak not .di- 
rectly concerning him, it iseither a Type of him, 
an evident. Teſtimony of the operation of the 
holy Spirit in his Servants, by him, or of the Evil 
Spiritagainſt him and his Spirit; or it'is a Type 
or Figure of thoſe Operations; ſo that all real, ho- 


1ly , good, righteous and honeſt thoughts, words, 


and deeds are the operations of the Spirit of Chriſt 
in Believers; and all that are ſeemingly ſuch, are 
the operations of the evil Spirit, which 1s a Spirit 


of hypocriſie in the hearts of unbelievers ; ſo alfo 


are all evil words, thoughts and deeds, which Paul 
calls the works of the Fleſh, by the Fleſh is meant 
the fame which Fames calls the Spirit that is in men, 
which luſt s to.envy. 

Soall the Wars of the Servants of God; as of 
Abraham, David, Jonathan, the 7udges, ard godly + 
Kings are Figures of the operations of Jeſus by 
[ne 
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go 


|. 
| 


the: holy Spirit , conquering and ſubduing the Father 
| Luſts and Aﬀections of the Fleſh, and mortifying | y;,, 
the worldly mind, and all the outgoings of it in| tharn 
irregular motions and paſſions ; and on the contra-| 4;gno 
Ty, all the wars of the.Enemies of Iſrael or any of | + pre. 
Gods Servants, are Figures of the roaring, ramp- on ;% 
Ing and raging” Spirit of Lies, -Hypocrtfies, Luſts} Taijthf 
and Rebelltons againſt Jeſus and his holy Spirit,and { purſy 
all his Servants, by ſecret temptations. within, } myſt 
and ſtirring up herce perſecutions by Kings-and | vent, 
Rulers, and all ſorts of people that are his Inſtr | what 
Ments to do miſchief againſt them that ſtand ſted- | they b 
faſt in the-Faith, and are not deluded by ſent tl 
him. = ; own 
- Hence every Precept, Exhortation or Inſtruftt of ith 
-omuſt be underſtood, as alſo all Promiſes, tobe} of-m 
-given to them that are in Chriſt, regenerate,-be- of tl 
gotten of God, born of the holy Spirit, adopted } Savic 
Sons and Daughters of God, ro whom alone theſe} ah 
things are 1n power, becauſe he is in them ; for recei 
Without him vain and unpoffible is the Command-| py x 
ment, -asthe''Apoſtle teſtifieth ; as toinſtance in 'Dav 
Prayer, which: is mighty effeCtual to obtain Blef- hath 
ſings ;- arid there being many exhortations to Pray- by 1 
'er, -afid large Promiſesto him that prayeth, there- | 'Con 
-fore our Miniſters urge all to Prayer; but what } GClea 
ſaith the Truth ? Prayer isa calling upon God; | was 
-But how can they call upon hins. whom they have nt | *teou 
known ? and how can they know him inwhom they have evel 
not believed ? And again, The Prayers of the wicked mac 
are abomination to the Lord: whence it is manifelt, Na! 
the work of God muſt be before the work of man; his' 
as knowledge of God before Prayer, and Faith in we! 
Jelus before knowledge ; -for no wan hath known ” Th 
| | F ather 
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Father bat the Son, and he to whom thY Son will reveal 
him. Aga , to inſtance in Preaching, which is 
that mighty Ordinance for Converſion and Salva- 
tionof Sinners, and rhany Exhortations are given 
to preach the word inſtantly, in ſeaſon and out of ſea- 
ſon;**nd many great Bleſſings promiſed upon. the 
faithfal performing of. it , {o that there- 1s great 
purſuing of it by Preachers ; and they are thoyght 
moſt worthy men .by Hearers that are moſt qili- 
gent, frequent and fervent performers of ir.” But 
what fairh the Truth ? FJow can they preach except 
they be ſent? And again, They run, and 1 have not 
ſent them ;, 'they preach every one the divnnation of his 
own Brain, &c So that it is manifeſt that the truth 
of 'the Word .: not preached by the wit or wiſdom 
of *man, but by.the experience of the operations 
of the Holy Ghoſt in and through Jeſus, as our 
Saviour teſtifieth to his Diſciples, As the Father 
bath ſent me, ſo ſend I your, and as ye have freely 
received, freely give; and I ſpeak, and work. nothing 
but what I have heard and ſeen with the Father. $0 
David ſaith, Come, and I will ſhew-thee what God 
hath done for my Soul. David ſhews what. he was 
by nature, even a Maſs of Sin in his Birth and 
Conception, and ſo along, till God waſht him, 
cleans'd him, and turn'd him : Paul ſhews what he 
was in his great righteouſneſs; touching the Righ- 
teouſneſs that the Law requires, blameleſs; but 
even then a bloody perſecutor of Jeſus, raging 
mad, making havock of them that call upon the 
Name of Jeſus, till it pleaſed the Father to reveal 
his Son in him. So he tels the Corinthians, they 

were fome Idolaters, ſome Fornicators , ſome 
Thieves, and the like, till they were waſhed and 
_ ſanttt- 
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92 | 
_ ſanCtified, # in the Name of inc Lord Jeſus; 
and by the Spirit of our God. This Paul could 


not preach by all the Learning that he had from 
Gamalicl, nor all the ſtridt Righreouſneſs and Zeal 
that he had in his Phariſaical Profeſſion ; it muſt he 
the teaching of Jeſns that makes a true Preacher, 


and makes the Ear open to hear , and makes a | 
a faithful Believer, and a charitable Worker, | 
and a patient Sufferer, that every Soul may cons | 


fels, that as he hath wrought all for us, even per- 
fefted .our Salvation , even redeeming us from 
captivity to Satan and .Sin , and bringing us into 
Unity with God ; fo he hath wrought, and doth 
work all things in us, till he hath brought us to the 
fulneſs of the ſtature of a man in Chriſt. And this 
work whereby man is made a new Creature, is 
ſhadowed or hgured out unto us abundantly in the 
Creation.of the world, and all things therein, if 
FS firſt Chapter of Geneſis be rightly under- 

| And the ſecond Chapter figureth out unto us 


the End of that Work, by the Sabbath day, to bring | 


man to ceaſe from his own works, as God did from 
his ; as the Apoſt.to the Hebr. declares ; to wit, to 
bring us to a perfect Self-denial, that we have ng 
confidence in our ſelves , but that we are meer 
Sufferers, that the work of God may be wrought 
in us by Chriſt, who is the power and wiſdom of 
God, by whom he created all things, that through 
him alſo he powreth out upon us the regeneration 
or waſhing of the holy Ghoſt, and by him oaly; 
. that we may know and teſtifie that it is moſt 
falſe and blaſphemous, which is commonly-taught 
by the wiſe of the world, that he that made 
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us without our ſelves,” will not ſave us without our 
ſelves; which that one Teſtimony of Paw! may 
confirm, that Chriſt hath quickned us when we 
were dead in fins. Can the dead work the works 
of © living? or can Sin bring forth Righteouſ- 
neſs | 

The next Figure is the Garden in which the Loxd 
made to grow all things that are good for food,and 
pleaſant to behold ; whereby Chriſt is figured out 
unto us, who is both the Bread that came down 
from Heaven, and giveth life unto the world ; and 
that Water of life that ſatisfieth the chirſty Souls, 
and becomes in them a Well of Life, that they go 


.nomore to the world to draw ; and in whom every 


believing Soui hath not only all food convenient 
for a ſpiritual life, but aiſc al! joy and pleaſure. 
Whereupon David ſinzeth, Th:y ſhall be abundant- 
ly ſatisficd with the fatneſs of thy Houſe, and thou 
ſhalt make them drink_of the River of thy pleaſures. 
And in this Garden the Lord planted the Tree of 
Life, and the Tree of knowledge of good and 
evil ; ſignifying, that whoſoever entreth this Gar= 
den, to-wit, ſeeketh for Life by his own wiſdom, 
and not by Chriſt, is ſeduced by Satan , to believe 
that he ſhall atcain to the likeneſs of God, ro wit, 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs by his Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs and Zeal, not knowing that his 
wiſdom is fooliſhneſs with God, his Righteouſ- 
neſs as filthy ia the ſizh: of Gd as a menſtruous 
Cloth to man, and hs Zeal io void of Knowledge, 
thar therein he perſecuterh Chriſt and his Ele& 
for Hereſie, 

The next Figure js the Fountais thar goeth out 
of the Garden divided into four Heads; ſignify- 


ing 


ing that from the'Lord Jeſus proceeds Grace int 
all:the world, where there # Gold arid Pearl, to wen 
them from the world,and make them fell all;6 hy 
that Pearl of ineſtimable. value ,. and 'that tryz 
Gold that, makes rich to eternal Life, and teachq 
man to know that the Judgments of God are ivy 
tobe defired-than-muck firie-Gold, and ſweeter} 
than the Honey and the Honey Comb ;, that tki 
that lives in-the fulneſs of all the riches and ple. 
fires of this Life-may hunger and thirſt after thy 
Bread which feedeth to eternal Life ; and the ſam: 
River goes into the Land of ethiopra, the Cont 
.xrey of Blackmores, ſignifying that the ſame Gran 
floweth from Jeſus, to waſh and rinſe every Soil 
of his Servants that are filthy by nature, ' ev 
when he fees them polluted in their own blood, x 
'Exek:el faith; and when there is none other tod 
them any good ,. he makes them beautiful by hi 
own Ornaments; when they cannot take awn 
their Spot, thongh they waſh with Nitre and much 
Sope-, and alſo makes them confeſs with. the 
Spouſe' that they are black, but their beloved i 
fair and ruddy, the chiefeſt of ten thouſands : $ 
the River ſends forth Heads into all other Conn} 
treys, ſignifying Jeſus ſending forth his Grace ts} 
gatier his people from Eaſt and Weſt, North and} 
South, where they live in the world as in a Land of 
Drought, where there is no moiſture, their Souls! 


but for heating the Word of God, even Jeſus,| 
that true Bread of Life ; ſo that they ſeek, for «| 
City whoſe Founder quid Builder is God, which not 
canlead them unto but Jeſus ; for none knows th! 
Father but the Sor, ard he ta whom the Son will reves 


hin. | The 


pined & hunger-ſtarved,not for Bread and Driak} 
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Thenext Figure is Marriage ; Man wantsa meet 
kelp, which being given to him of God,, he muſt 
forlake all tocleave unto it; as the Woman can- 
not be fruitful without man, ſo the Soul cannot 
fructifie without Chriſt; therefore when Paw! hath 
ſpoken concerning the Unity of the Husband and 
the Wife , he ſaith', -This is a great Secret, bur 1 
ſpeak, concerning Chriſt and his Church: And as 
Adam (aid, Now this is bone of my bone, and fleſhof 
my fi:ſh, ſo the believing Soul is all of Jeſus ; what 
he is,- is.of the Grace of God; what he doth is 
Chriſt working in him; if he live, it is not he; 
but Chriſt that dwells in him ; he is his Light :-.{6 
that believing. in'him., he walks not in darkneſs, 
buthath the Light of everlaſting Life abiding.in 
bimg-hefis: filled with his fulnefs; he is the Vine 
from: which he receives ll houriſhment ; by him 
the Body-is dead-becauſe of fin, and the Spirit 1s 
life for Righteouſneſs fake; through him he is 
more than Conquerour over Hell and' all the pows 
ers of Death.-. | | 

In the third Chapter we have Satan figured un- 
der the form and title of a Serpent, and Chriſt 
by the Seed of- the -Woman ; ſo that hereby 1s 
ſgnifted that the whole conteſt about our Salvation 
is betwixt Chriſt and the Devil ;-'the Devil hath 
our corrupt nature to work in, and all the Luſts 
and- Aﬀections of the Fleſh, all the Vanities and 
Follies, Riches, Honours, and Preferments of the 
world, and all external carnal Forms of Religion 
to work by; Chrift hath nothing but the face word 
of promiſe to work by npon the Soul now dead 
In Sins, alienated and eſtranged from God and all 
his ways, fold and captivated under Satan ; _ by 
that 


% 


96 An Expoſition of the 
that very word of Truth , which is the. Sword. of 
the Spirit, and by the brightneſs of his Coming, 
he deſtroyeth the Devil, and rooteth all his works 
out of the Heart of man, as the Apoſtle faith; 
He came to deſtroy the works of the Devil ,, and he 
breaketh the gates of Braſs, and bars of Iron, and 
ſetteth the captive Souls at liberty., to wit, frees 
them-from all the power of Satan and Sin, that | 
they may run with chearfulneſs in all the ways of 
God. | 

The next Figure; after Sin is entred, and by 

Sin Nakedneſs and Shame, our firſt Parents few 
Fig-leaves together tocover their.Nakedneſs; they 
would not have it: ſeen ; they would not confeſs, 
and turn to God for Help, for Pardon of-their | 
Sins , for renewing and ſan*tifying their Souls, for 
guiding them by his Grace and Holy Spirit ; but 
chey will do it themſelves, they will cover it, that 
it ſhall not appear to the outward view, and then 
they think all is done : This figures out all our aQt- 
ings in our ſtrifteſt Forms of Religion, our gather- 
ing Precepts, Rules and Leſſons out of the Word 
of God, our ſtriving tooutgo others in all Relj- 
gious Exerciſes , which we call Duties. All are 
but Fig-Leaves, covering our ſelves with ovr own 
Inventions, and not with God's Spirit; we will 
not confeſs with the Church that all our Righteoul- 
rieſs is as a menſtruous Cloth , our Zeal with- 
out Knowledge, our Knowledge vain, that 
pw up our hearts with Pride, and doth not hum- 

le our Youls to the fear of God, we will not be- 
lieve that all our Coverings are but as a weaving of 
a Spiders Web, till God rend all in pieces, evet 
the very Cawl of the Heart, meetings a Lion or 
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as a Bear that is raging mad, becauſe ſhe is rob'd 
of herwhelps ; till he ſtrip us naked that our ſins 

may be uncovered, and our ſhame ſeen. | 
But this will not hide from God, nor running 
into the thickets of the wood, or hiding them- 
ſelves among the trees of the garden, which fi- 
gures out our changing of our way of Religion, our 
chuſiug of molt zealous miniſters, our multiplying 
our prayers and devotions, as 1/rae! did build 
Temples and Altars, and multiply Sacrifices, and 
Falts, Fealts, and ſolema Aſſemblies, and our 
magnifying one Miniſter above another, as the 
Corinthians, {ome for Paul, ſome for Peter, ſome 

for Chriſt. | 

All this w:ll not hide from God, nor hinder the 
proceeding of his Judgments, for he will cone 
and ſay, Adam where” art thou? art thou hiding 
thy ſelf from thy Creator ? do®ſt thou not know , 
that he that made the eye, and ear, and heart, ſees, 
bears, and kyows, all thy ſecret thoughts and imagi- 
nations, and that they are evilcontinually;, do®ſt thou 
think that any place or darkneſs, can hile thee 
from the Creator of the world, of the light, and 
of the darkneſs, is he not in them all, if thou fly 
into the utmoſt parts of the carth, he is there, and 
if thou go down into the depth of the ſea , his arm 
will fetch thee out, and if thou ſay the darkneſs 
of the night ſhall cover thee, the darkneſs ſhall be 
as the mid day, and thou ſhalt be naked before 
him; and he will lay judgment to the line, and 
righteouſneſs to the plummer, and ſweep away the 
retupe of lies; and then ſhalr thcu fee and know, 
tiat by that knowledg,, by which Satan perſwaded 
thee, thou ſhalt be like Ged,, thou art like the 
1 Devil 


'98 An Expoſition of the 
Devil. This figures out Gods fearching of every 
mans heart, and diſcovering of his iniquity, and 
hypocriſie, he faith unto the prophane perſon , 
that ſpends his time and ftrength in rioting, drun- 
kenneſs, whoredom, and the like, without any 
profeſſion of Religion, where art thou filling and 
fatisfying thy luſtful affetions, and taking thy 
pleaſure in all riotouſneſs, living without God 
in the world, exerciſing laſciviouſneſs with gree- 
dineſs, like the brute beaſt, caring for nothing, 
but preſent fat paſture; 'that kgows not that he 
muſt go from thence to ſlaughter; ſo thou regards 
nothing but that filthy pleaſure of the fleſh, careſt 
not for the foul, thinkeſt not of any evil, regardeft 
not the word of God, but ſcorneft all the Mini- 
fters of it , that give thee warning of thy latter 
end; well thou may go in thy folly, but for all that 
God will bring thee to judgment. 

And to the Earth-worm, the Covetous, Extor- 
tioner, hard-hearted lover of the world, he faith, 
where art thou ? art thun hunting for the worlds 
wealth, to build thy neit on the earth , and bleſs 
thy ſelf in the multitude of thy riches, and know. 
eſt not but thou may die this night, and then they 
will profit thee nothing ? or art thou Taying up 
treaſures for thy Son, and knoweſt not whether 
he will prove a wiſe man or a fool, and treaſure 
nothing for the ſalvation of thy ſoul , which muſt 
go into everlaſting burnings, if it be not deliver' 
by the free mercies of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 

And to the vain-glorious , ambitious, proud 
man, he ſaith, where art thou ? art thou ſeeking 
after the honors of men ? the glory of the world, 
the favor of great perſons, and regardeſt not the 
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Difficult Texts it Genefts. © gy 
honor that is of God ? nor remembreſt thatmen 
are. mortal, and therefore their honours failing ? 
woe unto thee that haſt placed thy confidence in 
the arm of fleſh, in uncertain riches, in man whoſe 
breath is in his noſtrils, for wherein is he tobe 
eſteemed ,, whoſe breath is ſo ſoon ſtopped, and 
his life is gone. . 
And to the Profeſſor of Religion after the com- 
mon way of the land he lives in, he faith, where 
art thou? art thou takingethe word of God into 
thy mouth, that thou may like others ? and ne- 
ver knew the power of it in thy heart, ts make 
thee unlike others; that thou mighteſt be taken 
out of the, world to be made a child of God, that 
thou might be a true Few whoſe circumciſion 1s 
not in the fleſh, but in the heart, not in the letter, 
but in the ſpirit ; whoſe praiſe is not of men, but 
of God ; that thou mightghe redeemed from thy 
vain and filthy converfation;y the precious bloud 
and death of Jeſus ; and that thou might be eſpou#- 
ſed unto God in faithfulneſs, to be unto him days 
without number; and to. have fellowſhip with God 
the Father, and our Lord Jeſus; that . thon might 
not walk in darkneſs, but have the light of ever- 
laſting life, even the Lord. Jeſus abiding in thee. 
| And to the ſtri&t z:alous Profeſlor, he' faith , 
where art thou ? art thou beautifying, thy ſelf ro 
procure love; it is the way of a whore, art thou 
waſhing thy ſelf with nitre and much ſoap ? I tell 
thee, thy iniquity is marked, before one ingraven 
with the point of a diamond, thou art like the Leo- 
pard whoſe ſpot cannot be cleanſed ; and like the 
Blackamore whoſe coulour cannot be whited ; 
but come to me and I will make thee whiter 
34 tnan 
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Nw Fs and cleaner than the wool in Baſan, 
"And to'him that efteemeth of one Miniſter a 
wal anvther , and diſcerneth not between him 


Thit is of God, and hita-rhat Preacheth in the wiſ.| 


dotn'bfman ke faith where art thou ? art thoy 
ofing. a Miniſter to thy felf, according to thy 
own fancy, that he may ſpeak of new wines ; t9 
Li Je doctrines , flcaſing to the fleſh, that he 
x Gu thee upwit pntemp ered mortar , and 
h oy willow under th bow! to wit, tell thee, 
if tho thou'fo pray, and rl, 'and hear, and prattiſ 
fuch holineſs, thou ſhalt be faved ; that all the glo 
Ty may be' attributed vnto thy zealous profeſſion, 
and not unto my free'grace; I tell thee, in, the da 
of accounts, thou wilt be fouhd with the fool 
Virgins, chat have ng oy] _in their Lamps, & 
with the unfaithful . Servant , that hid* bis Talen 
In the napkin, of like them that fay, have not nel 
done preat' things, pf in thy name, and haſt not 
thou taught” in our ſfreets ?- to whom it js anſie- 
red,” away from me ye hypocrites, I know you not. 

To him that, glotieth in Prayer, he ſaith, where 
art thou.? art thou multiplying words like the 
heathen, "that think *fo. be heard for their much 
Babfing, or like the Prieſts of Baal, that call'd on 
hint from- -morning rfl ,noon; know 'ſt thou not 


that none call upon, God but they, that knoy 
Jim; -andnone know him, bur they"rhat believe 
'In us and none Can obtain any thing of God, 
but they that pray in Chriſts name ;. and none] 


can come in his name, but they that are, his , it 
planted into him by the father; to wit, to wholl 
the father hath given faith to believe in Chriſt, 


' ppon whom he hath, poured the layer of Reger 
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ay ration thrdvgh Chriſt; aid knoweſt thou not that 
the prayers of the wicked aud unregenerate, are an 
wit} abominationito the Lord? and that none can pray 
hoy! 25 he ought, onlets he have the ſpirit of faith, and 
unity of a ſound mind; and no man receives the 
101 Tpirit, by the works of the law, but by the hearing 
tl of faith ; and as longas man hath in his Religion, 
and} Do this and live; he is under the works of the 
'F law, he-is not yet. ſtript naked, the kaul of his 
heart is not yet rent, his ſpirit is not broken, he 
is gaping after the praiſes of men , he is ſeeking 
on, £9 pleaſe God: with his praying ,. prailing ,, bap- 
da tiſm, waiting on the light , and other his actions; 
If he goes not into his cloſct to pray, the door 
ſhut, that none may hear, or know, but he that 
lent heareth in ſecret, and rewardeth openly; it 
-wel May be thou goeſt into ſome ſecret place: of thy 
nor} houſe and there makes long prayers,.. but there 
re. | thou cannot pray without ceafing, but the cloſer 
thou ſhould®ſt go into is thy heart, which thoy 
| may go into, thoughnever ſo many be in thy com- 
pany ; (as Dav:d did inthe company of the wick- 
ed, when he ſpake no word, yet he- prayed) fo 
there thou may find ſuch a multitude of wickedneſ: 
ſes, that thy heart may be -loaden, and thy mouth 
ſtopped, that thou canft not. ſpeak ; but by the 
help of the ſpirit, thy broken and over laden heart 
«4 | with iniquity, breathes and'groans, and ſighs un- 
| tothe lord, in and for Jeſus ſake, to have mercy 
upan thee ſinful ſinner, which isthar onely fervent 
ſecret prayer , which God will hear and anſwer 

{ecretly. 
To him that glorieth in Baptiſm, he ſaith,where 
ri0n 2t thou? art thou waſhing with nitre and much 
Ly ſoap? 


— 


'\ 
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ſoap ? art thou forming thy ſelf after the faſhion 
of the world, into ſome ſociety of men, after 


their manner of will-worſhip ? knoweſt thou n 


that the Baptiſm of Jeſus (whereof it is ſaid, H 
that believeth andis baptized, jnall be ſaved) was not 
by water, neither ſprinkled in the face, nor drencht 
into ouethead, but-it was by fire and the holy 
ghoſt; what Fohn Baptiſt or the diſciples of Jeſi 
' did, was but an outward figure of that inward ws. 
ſhing of the Holy Ghoſt by the bloud of Jeſus, 
whereof it is ſaid, as many as are baptized into ej 
are baptized into his death; and again, ye are bur 
with him in baptiſm; ſo that they that are baptized 
with him, are not gathered into any viſible c 
| thre of Profeſſors, but rather are ſepara 

rom them zll ; as the Church faith, he hath | 
bis band upon me, arxdbath'taught me nsghtily ,t 
I ſhould rot ſay, a lergue to whom this people ſa) 
league, ncr fear thur fear, of whom alſo our Sail 
our ſaith by the Prophet, I and the Children wh 
thou haſt givin me , are accountid as a ſtrange this 
ro bith the houſes of Jada and Iſrael; which as if 
nad faid; to all that profeſs thy worſhip, for on 
Tudaand Iſrael! were worſhippers of God then, 1 
alt other nations worſhipers of [dols. 

To him that glorieth in the Sacrament oft 
Supper, he ſaith, whereart thou? art thou bin 
ding the body and bloud of Jeſus unto bread and 
wine, either intranſubſtantiation thar it ſhouldif 
changed ; (no, the unchangeable God, cannoti 
changed into any created thing , nor the creat 
thing into him ) or in conſubſtantiation ; no, ik 
myiſible God cannot be joyned to the viſible cre 
tifte, nor the viſible into him, while it is viſible; 
ol 
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or by faith thou believeſt that he is the food of thy - 
ſoul, as bread and wine is of thy body ; and is he 
not fo at all times, in all eating and drinking ? 
needs not thy ſoul food daily as well as thy. body ? 
and is he nor alſo the covering to thy ſoul to cover 
it from nakedaeſs and ſhame, and to defend it 
from heat and cold, and ſtorms, as thy garment 1s 
to thy body ; and is he not thy ſupport in the day 
of weaknels, as well as a ſtaffto thee in old age ? 
and -is not he thy ſtrength that gives thee victory 
over thy ſouls enemies, as well as an army withan 
able commander, and weapons of war in the day of 
bartel ?' is he not thy wiſdom to anſwer all Gain- 
ſayers, and oppoſe thy ſouls enemies, as thy natu- 
ral underſtanding and reaſon is in temporal things, 
therefore ſee how many Sacraments is contained in 
this one, if thou refer it to faith, are not all theſe 
outward viſible ſigns of inward ſpiritual grace ? 
To him that glorieth.in the old forms of wor- 
ſhip wherein our Predecefſors worſhiped , which 
were godly men , which forms alſo were inſtituted 
of God; he ſaith where art thou ?art thou among 
the zealous Scribes and Phariſees in the day of 
Jelus, that gloried in Moſes and Abraham and the 
Fathers, they knew that God ſpake with them , 
and they were righteous men z but as to the Lord 
Jeſus they knew not what he was ; wilt thou bind 
the Spirit o: God to one form always ? thou would 
with 1/rael worſhip the brazen Serpent, when god- 
ly Hezekiah pulPd it down ; thou would fay, ir 
 Wasa good old Form which God ordained when 
he call'd it a ſhadow of vanities : and thou would 
go multiply thy Sacrifices at G*l/gal, becauſe jr 
was a place God ordained for {acrifices, when God 


I 4 | by 


104 An Expoſition of the 


| by the Prophet calÞPd it , multiplying of tranſpgreſſi- 
ons at Gileal;, and thou would cry the Temple of 
the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, becauſe God 
gave his glorious appearance in it at Solomons Pray- 
er, when God cauſed it to be deſtroyed for the 
hypocriſie of them that worſhipt therein z, do'ſt 
tho not perceive that all cheſe Forms ordained of 
God for his worſhip , were violated by the iniqui- 
ty of 1/-ael, and do?ſt thou think that the worſhip- 
ers in theſe Forms are not as wicked, top make the 
Form meerly ſuperſtition and Idolatry, and there- 
fore abominable to God ? or wilt thou always wor- 
ſhip in the oldneſs of the Letter, and never. in 
newneſs of the ſpirit? and are not all old things 
done away unto the true Servants of God, and all 
things'new in Jeſus ? 

To him that caſteth off the old Forms of wor- 
ſhip that are uied, and have been uſed by our god- 
ly predeceſſors, and taketh up, or entreth into, 
new Forms cf worſhip, he ſaith, where art thou ? 
art thou joyning thy ſelf to them that change ? art 
thoi changing thy ways and beautifying thy ſelf 
to procure love ? art thou inventing new ways to 
worſhip God in ? hath not God made man righ- 
teous, but it is mans fault that he hath found out 
many inventions, Is he not the ſame God that fa- 
ved thy pretleceſſors walking and we-rſhiping, in 
tie old way ? and doth he not hid thee ſtand in 
the croſs way, and inquire for the o!d way, which 
js the good way and walk init? was it not the 
iniquity of Feroboam to change the glory of the 
inviible God into the likeneſs of a calf that eats 
corn and hay ? | 

Thus are all the hearts of men ſearched and ſ 
c 
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ed, 2nd all their works and ways reproved, as he! 
faith, 1 will ſcarch Jeruſalem as with can4t5;, and. 
2pain, when the ſpirit of truth conieth, he will 
reprove the world of ſin, rightconſneſs and judg- 
ment, that every man may be found a lyar., apd 
God. only true ; And now l proceed to that figure. 
whereby is holden forth the ſure and certain com-" 
fort of all the ſervants of God through the whole 
world , when they have ſinned, and by the ſearch 
of God are convinced cfſin; and fear and terror 
are upon them , and their mouths are ſtopped”, 
and their hearts found gnjity, and they have no- 
way. they can flee from the preſence of God, but 
they Rand as the malefator condemned, rremb- 
ling before the preſence of the Judg - as Adamand 

ve here; Then faith ſes, did the Lord God 
make to Adam and to his wife coats of shins and cove- 
red them. "The coverings that man makes are but 
fg-leaves, ſcon rent, they are but as the ſpiders 


web, though they ſeem beautiful, a daſhof a Be- 


ſom takes them away, that there? nothing to be 
ſeen, but a little filthy duſt, yet it's poy ſonous 
to0-; but the coverings of God are made of skins, 
comfortable to man skin to skin, even the Lord 
Jeſus who hath taken our own nature upon him, 
and is become man, and comes to man, and in and 
by him Gd covers all our fin; our nakedneſs, our 
ſhame, as-David (ings, and this is a durable cove- 
ring, as all that God doth it laſts forever andever. 
Adam and Eve in all their coverirgs of fig-leaves, 
and trees of the Gaiden, were found naked and 
2ſhamed, but after that God covered them, there?s 
no more ſhame nor nakedneſs ſeen, this was a du- 
rable covering, as the Apparel of 1/rcel and their 
provifion, 


x66 An Expolition ofthe 
Pfoviſion, ,when chey march out of Egypt to travel 


tothe of Canaan, their bread moulded not, 
their drink ſowred not, their ſhoes were not worn 


under this covering is figured the forgiveneſs of 


fits, which David joyneth together, ſaying, Bleſ- 
ſedis the man whoſe iniquity is forgiven , and whoſe ſin 


& covered. 
And now that fin is pardoned, the ſoul hath 


found that which he ſought for, as Abraham that 
ſought for a City, whoſe founder and Builder i God, 
yet this through the free mercias of God who is 
found of them that ſought him nt, yea of them 
that asked not after him ; and this is the ſhedding 
of his love abroad in our hearts, which begetteth 
love in us again, for every thing begets it like, 
and this love is the fulfilling of the law, for all obedi. 
-ence that man performs to the law , either becauſe 
he is ſo commanded as a duty, or for fear of judg- 
meats threatned to the diſobedience ; is — 
coverings ? crying to the mountains and to the 
hillsto fall on them, and hide them from wrath, as 
the Divine ſaith, but this covering of God is the 
mountain of the Lords houſe, that is ſet vp above 
the mountains and exalted above the hills, as 1/a:- 
ab ſaith, and this is that mount. S:oz David fings 
of , and laith it is the joy of the whole earth , on 
her north ſide ftandeth the City of the great King, in 
her palaces God is well known for a ſurereſure. David 
ſpeaks not here of himſelf, though he was a great 
King, nor of his ſon So/omer, and the City Feruſa- 
lem, wherein they dwelt, which Paul calls Jernſa- 
tem from below which is in Bondage, with her chil- 
dren; but he ſpeaks of God, the King of Kings, 


and of his Son Jeſus, (whereof he alſo faith, * 
| Ler 
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Lord ſaid unto my Lord) and of Feruſal;m from a- 
bove which is free , which is the mothengf us all 
to wit, of all the children of God, all true Chriſti- 
ans, all that live by faith ; therefore here is figured 
unto us the eſtate of true Believers by Feruſalem 
and mount Sion , whereof David faith further, 
walk about Sion , go round about her, tell the Towers 
thereof, mark, ye well ber Bulwarks , conſid: r her pa- 
laces, that ye may tell it to the generation following, 
whereof in order. 

Here therefore we muſt know that this, Zeru/a- 
I:m which comes doyn from above, which is the 
mother of us all, is the life of faith, even that faith 
which is the gift of God, for every good gift comes 
from above, as Fames ſaith, therefore it is not the 
faith of Devils , which knew Chriſt ſo well, nor the 
faith of hypocrites, that can talk much of him, but 
it is that faith that works by love, and purifies the 
heart from all Iuſting, and in this City God is well 
known for a ſure refuge, whereof the Cities ap- 
pointed in 1/7ael for a refuge to the guilty perſon 
ro preſerve him from the avenger of bloud, was a 
type, for the Law purſues man in the juſt judg- 
ment of God, and ſtops every mouth, and pleads 
every heart guilty before God, whereof mount E- 
bal was a figure; for as many as are of the works 
of the law are under the cuffe ſaith Paul, but the 
Goſpel declares a covenant, that ſpeak; better things 
than the bloud of Abel, that cryed for vengeance 
from the earth, for hereby is declared that gifts 
are given for the rebellious of the earth, to wit, 
the body and bloud of Jeſus for ſinners, and there- 
fore here Paul the bloudy perſecutor of Jeſus and 
all his Saints, was ſaved, aud his fin pardoned, be- 
cauſe 
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caule he did it in ignorance ; here mercy triumphs 
againſt fmdgment, and God appearing in Chriſt , 


anſwers the Law that purſues him ; 1 will be his. 


refuge becauſe be hath fled to me by faith, for he 
looked upon him whom he pierced, :and he mour- 
ned apart, nat with the worldly, wiſe, and reli- 
gious, with whom he had fociety, before, but apart; 
with the great mourning of Rachel that wept for 
her children and refuſed ro be comforted ; for 
Paul was ſtricken blind, and. there lay praying, as 
the Lord ſaid to Anarnias, now he prayeth, and he 
Pray?d, not as &haworldly religious , becauſeit?s {0 
commanded in the word, and therefore is a duty ; 
but he prayed becauſe now he lookt upon himſelf , 
as. the chiefeſt of ſinners ; wbat wickedneſs fo 
great, whatRebellion ſo vile, as his that had perlſe- 
cuted the Lord. of life ? Oh who can tell his ſor- 
row ? what heart can conceive the afflition of his 
ſoul? who had made Havock, even great and 

bloudy deſtruction of the Saints of God ; thoſe. 
pure Believers, of whom he would now be glad 

to. be received as the laſt and leaſt; therefore.his 

Prayer is thecry of one depth toanother , as Da- 

vid faith, out of the depth of his miſery, unto the 

depth of Gods mercy, ſo he comes to bz a Citizen 


af this City of God, Mherein God is well known 


for a (ure refuge in her palaccs ;, and by faith he is 
juſtified from all his fins, irom which he could not 
be juſtified by the Law of 14ſes : and in the pala- 
ces. of thiscity dwell all fort of ſinuers, and none 
come in it ,, but they that come thus 1n, under the 
guilt of their fn, and {inful nature; that they may 
by this gift of God, be m2de new creatures, receive 
new hearts, arid framed by the Lord to his Hoiy 
Wil, 
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Will, and receive new ſpirits that will mortifie the 
liſts of the fleſh, which was figured by our Sayj- 
ours healing of all diſeaſes, and caſting out Devils, 
and prophecied by Jſazab under the name of wolfs, 
lyons, leopards, bears, oxen, cows, calfs, lambs, 
kids, lying together, and mecung together; and a 
little child to lead them, whereby he {igniheth all 
the fierce , ravenous, brutiſh luſts of man mortified 
and then every ſoul ſubmitted to the -conduct of 
Chriſt the Prince of peace by his Holy Spirit, and 
this Qur Saviour declares plainiy, ſaying, I came 
not t9 call the Righteous, but Sinnexs to repentance;and 
again, / am Rs but to the loſt bouſe of Iſrael 
and the abjett of the Gentiles; and again,the whole have 
20 need of the Phyſitian, but the ſick and this he held 
forth in his Parables of the Phariſee and the Publi- 
can, the Prodigal and his elder Brother ; thus you 
have the palaces and their Inhabitants; now to the 


: Towers and Bulwarks,upon the firft Tower I may 


place, you that were dead in fins and treſpaſles 
hath he quickened, and even when you were dead 
in fins, that from this Tower may be publiſhed 
the mighty power and free ou of God in Jeſus, 
that . gives life tothe dead, even eternal life to 
ſipners,, even the ſalvation of their ſouls ; not 
when -or becauſe they live in righteouſneſs, but 
when they are ſingers, and can do nothing but 
heap» more fins to thoſe they have; as David 
ſaith, : P/al. 107. And for the Bulwork of it that 
It be not caſt down, you have in this word (be hath 
quickned you, what He-is it'? even Jeſus in whom 
Is life, and that life is the light of men, to whom 
the Father bath given to quicken whom he will, 
and who by death deſtroyed him that had the pow- 
er 
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er of death, and delivered the children appointed | 


to death. Therefore who dare oppoſe ? to ſay, 
that he could not do it, or to ſay any other could 
do it, or that any thing was or may be joyned 
with him in this work, who dare plead with his 
Maker ? and for the work, it's not tlie righteoul:- 
neſs of man, but the Righteouſneſs of God by 
_ faith, and the life of it; therefore, it muſt needs 
roduce it's own effect, and its ' not a carnal life, 
Tac a ſpiritual, therefore not weak but powerful, 
arm*d with the whole Armour of God ; mighty 
to caſt down the ſtrong holds of Satan and Sin, and 
againſt it the gates of Hell cannot prevail,it brings 
every thought into ſubjeCtion, and it's not tempo- 
ral but eternal; the gift of God through Feſus is 
life eternal , ſaith Paul, and therefore it changeth 
not nor fails, but abideth for ever; and therefore 
all that are given to Jeſus, they Jive'not after the 
luſts of the fleſh, or the will of man, but they live 
thelife of faith in the ſpirit, after the will of God, 
which 1s their fanCtification, and none can pull 
them out of the hands of Jeſus; not Satan, for 
they know his wiles, not the fleſh, for it's cruci- 
fied in them, not the world, for they are wained 
from it's vanities, and have ſeen the pearl of in- 
eſtimable value, therefore they have ſold all to 
purchaſe it, even that link of the chain of the 
neck of Jeſus, which hath drawa them, Heart, 
Soul , and Spirit, to run after him, and abide 
with him for ever. . | 
Upon the ſecond Tower is publiſhed, They that 
fate in darkreſs have ſecn agreat light ;, and to them 
that ſate in the Land of the ſhadow of D:ath hath the 
Lieht ſhined;, to make known to all the —__ 
eltate 
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eſtate of man by nature; that he is like the brute 
beaſt that periſheth without knowledge, as David 
teſtifies; he is ſo void of true underſtanding,that he 
calls light darkneſs, and darkneſs light, takes good 
for evil,and evil for good. faith /asah; he takes the 
Devil for God, and perfecutes the People of God 
for Hereticks, as did the Pharsſces; yet he ſearch- 
eth the Scriptures, and thinks in them to have 
everlaſting life ;\ but he perverts all the Scriptures, 
and turns the Truth into a- Lie; therefore Paul 
adviſeth him that will be wiſe, to become a fool, 
that he may betruly wiſe; ſignifying plainly thar 
all natural wit or wiſdom muſt be deſtroyed and 
quite confounded , whereby man ſearcheth the 
word of God, or exerciſeth himſelf in Religion or 
Righteouſneſs, as he calls it ; for this is that wif- 
dom which he hath learned of the Devil, to know 
good and evil, that he might become like God, as 
he taught ovr firſt parents; therefore this muſt be 
Ceſtroyed, that man may receive a new light, a 
true wiſdom to diſcern between things that differ ; 
and this will teach him, that in himſelf there dwells 
no good thing, as Paxl confeſſed ; but in God is 
a fountain of goodneſs, and all the Creatures , 
Ordinances, -Statutes and Commandments of God 
are good, and very good ; that there js no evil 
before him, but what his evil Mind and corrupt 
Heart hath corrupted , as Paul teſtifies ; Vrto the 
pure all things are pure ;, but unto the impure, even his 
very Conſcience 15 aefiled : And for the Bulwark of it, 
that it be not caſt down, that man may not think 
too highly of himſelf, but know that all his wiſ- 
dom is fooliſhneſs with God, it is manifeſted by 
this Queſtion , Whence this Light ſhined upon 
them 


xx2 .;An Expoſition of the _ 

them that ſate in darkneſs? Even from God, whyg 
ſent his beloved Son Jeſus to give life and lightto 
the Sons; who is made of God unto us true wif. 
dom, that he that believeth in him, may not walk 
in darkneſs, but,may have the light of everlaſting 


life in him.: + Hence is manifeſt this is that Tree 


of life , which is kept by the Cherubim with the 
Blade of a Sword turning every way, that no man 
ſhall know the Father but he to whom the Son re- 
'veals him. No man hath any true knowledge of 
any thing that belongs ro the ſalvation of his own 
Soul, unleſs he live by Faith in Jeſus; although 
.all nien.in their ſeveral forms of Religion can talk 
much of Repentance , and Faith, and works of 
Righteouſneſs; even as it were with the Tongueof 
an Angel, all isnothing but as the ſound of a tink- 
ling Cymbal ; they have but ſtoln the Truth from 
:their Neighbour, by reading the Scriptures, or 
hearing Preachers , as ſome Chriſtians declaring 
.what God hath done for their Souls; fo it is but 
gotten by-kearing of che Ear, or ſeeing of the Eye, 
and conceiving- of the Heart, and therefore ir is 
not that which God heth laid up for them that love 
him : therefore chis Bulwark remaineth ſure, that 
groſs darkneſs is upon every Soul ( whereof that 
'Þalpable darkneſs of Egype was a Figure ). until 
Jeſus that Light of God (which was 6gured by the 
Light kept conrinually ſhining in the Houle of 
God) live in him by Faith. 

Upon the third Tower is enfraven, The Heart 
of man is deceitful above all things, and infinitely 
w!cked;, whence is manifeſted the great Corruption 


that is in man, and where even in his heart, that | 
Fountain of his Life, and Principle of all his Adti- 
ONS; f - 


| 
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ons; for out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth ſpeaketh , the hand aCteth , the foot mo- 
veth, &c. And what is this corruption of the 
Heart ; even infinite wickedneſs, and yet profeſ- 
fing Godlineſs and Honeſty, as it is written, They 
draw near me with their lips, but their heart 3s far 
from me ;, aud again, They talk of vanity every one 
with his Neighbour ;, they diſſemble with a double 
heart, ſo that there is nothing but wickedneſs hid 
under this decciifulneſs in all their ations towards 
God and towards Man ; theretore 1/aiah compares 
man to a corrupted Carcaſs, that is nothing from 
the Soal of the foot to the Crown of the Crown of 
the head but Botchs, and Biles, and putrified Sores. 
David faith, There ts deceitfulneſs in their mouths, 
their inward part is very Wickedneſs, they flatter 
with their Tongue, their Throat 18 an open Sepulchcr : 
Hence therefore it 1s evident that this man can do 
no good for his own Souls health or redemption ; 
he is the Child of the Devil, who is a Murderer, 
as was his eldeſt Son, the firſt Hypocrite Can, who 
offgred Sacrifice to God, but ſlew his own Brother ; 
and Fames faith, How ſhall man love God whom he 
never ſaw, and loves not his Brother whom he |.es d:t- 
ly? And what is the Bulwark 1s declared by thar 
Queſtion of Jſaiah, Bring forth your ſtrong gods ; 
can they kill and make alive ? For all this corrups 
Nature muſt be ſlain ; that old man, as Pal calls 
it, muſt be put off, with all his deceitful Luſis, 
that man may be renewed : Therefore the Apoſtle 
ſaith, Its neither Circumciſion nor Uncircumciſion, (0 
ways of Religion that will do it) but a new crea- 
ture ; therefore none can do any thing in it, but 


he that cafts down to death, and ſaith again, -Re- 
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turn ye ſons of men; he that takes away the envious 
- boaſting Spirit that is in man, and gives him a ney 
Spirit, even his own Spirit ; he that command 
Awake thou that ſieepeſt,, ſtand up from the dead, an, 
Corift ſhall grue thee light ; thus he gives him to Je- 
ſus, to break him in pieces with a rod of Iron, 
like a Potters Veſſel, and raiſe him again in the 
firſt Reſurrection, that the latter Death may haze 
no power over him ; that he may be planted intq 
Teſus in the fellowſhip of his Death, whilſt he live; 
in the Body ; that he may alſo know the vertue df 
his Reſurrection, and ſo become a new Creature, 
begotten of God of his own good will, by the 


Word of Truth, as Fames calls it, having the waſh | 


ing of the Regeneration,and renewing of the holy Ghiſ 
powred upon him abundantly through Feſun Chrifs 
Upon the fourth Tower is declared, Oh thou af- 
filted,tofſed with tempeſtsgard not comforted ; where- 
in enters the Judgments of God that exalts the 
. Law, and makes it honourable, that 0 fleſh can b: 
juſtified in hy ſight : God applies Judgment to the 
Line, and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet , that 
the refuge of Lies may be taken away, and all the 
coverings that are wot of Gods Spirit, to wit, that 
all mans conceited Righteouſneſs may be found to 
bea Lie or falſe Refuge, and a Covering too nar- 
row to hide his nakedneſs and uncleanneſs, that 
his ſhame may be diſcovered, that his Bed be. too 
ſhort to ſtretch himſelf upon ; ſo that this is noat- 


—— 


fliction of his Mind, by loſſes and croſſes in the 


world, nor of his Body ,, by Sickneſs or Infirmi | 


ties; nor Trouble and Perſecution for Religion, 
wherein man is perſecuted for his form of Religt- 
on by men of another Religion ; nor yet the Per- 

ſecution 
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. ſecution of the Servants ©.t G:d b, tie enemies of 


the 1:uth; for the \ fferers fur the Truth art 

comforted abundantly : ur this is the hand of Go 
ypon man, diſcovering his Hypocriſie, and (ertins 
all bis fins in order before him ; ſo that he is {© 
terrified with the judgments of God , that he can 
have no reſt night nor day, the light of the day 
witneſling to the truth of Geds judgments , and 
the darknels of the night being a retemblance of 
his dark; fooliſh, ignorant mind, his friends ſtand 
far off, as David's, or are miſerable comforters, 
as Job's; all helps fail, theres no way left, but to 
turn to him that ſmote him, even to God, whoie 
mercies never fail z and cherefore he ſaith, Behold 
I will lay thy ſtones with fair colours, and thy founda- 
tions with Saphires , I will make thy windows of A- 
gates, thy gates of Carbuncles, and all thy borders of 
precious ſtones: ſpeaking as it were, of a City de- 
ſtroyed, that lay in its own aſhes; but he will re- 
build it, and make it glorious to behold;, ſtrong 
and firm to abide all tempeſts; to which ſort of 
building our Saviour alſo compares the- faithful 
hearer of the Word, that neither rain, wind, nor 
tempeſt can do any harm to it. And by the like 
Figure 1s the ſtate of. the Church holden forth often 
by the Prophets, and the Pſfalmiſt, and in the Re- 
velations, under the name of Feruſalem and: Son ;, 
and on the contrary, the ſtate of Hypocrites is fi- 
gured by the names of Edom and Babylon , that 
were enemies to 1/-ael, as Hypocrites are trotrue 
Believers: But hence is declared, the new: crea- 
ture or true Chriſtian, rhar he had lived in 1gno- 
rance and brutiſhieſs under Satan , in, Sin , and 
Hypocriſic, as 1/rael in Egypt under Pharaoh and 
: K 2 his 


216 An Grpolibion-of the 
'bis Task-maſters; and as 7/raet could not be freed 
from that bondage, but only by God himfelf, and 


that-witha ſtrong hand, and aftretched out Arm, | 


in '-powring out his Judgments upon Pharaoh and 
all Egypt ; ſocannot-mans-Sovl'be brought out of 
his carnal and hypocritical eſtate by any meang, 
but by the pawer of God upon the carnal mind, 
figured'by-the Divine, by his'Vials powred out up. 
-oft al{ -preen things, to deſtroy them; ſfignttying 
the taking away all earthly things that gave con- 


cent tothe carnal mind, -as alſo all pleaſing ways | 


of Religion ; and by Vials powred out upon the 
Seat of the Beaft, ſignifying the carnal, hypocti- 


#ical mind of men thar delights in any thing but | - 


God; as J/rael was faid to worſhip all the Hoſt of 
Heaven, 'Beafſts of the Earth, Fowls of the Air, 
and-even creeping things, any thing but God; fo 
now-men worſhip their forms of Religion, their 
Zeal, their Sabbath-keeping, their Baptiſm, their 
form of Baptizing and communicating their wait- 
ing-onaLight, ſaying Thon or You, putting off 
the hat or not, any thing ſave Faith in Jeſus. A- 
gain;-men lead one another from one-form of Re- 
lgion to another ; none deſtroys all but God; 
he leaves nothing for man to look upon but Chriſt 


crucified ; not Chrift praying, working Miracles, | 
or fitting tn Heaven, but only Chriſt crucified, and | 
they dying with him, that they may live with him; 
and ſuffering with him, that they may reign with 
him ; therefore here is a firm Bulwark : it mult 
be God himſelf that hath wounded, that muſt 
heal; and none elſe can lay on affliction ſo, but 
that man-can eaſe himſelf; as Solomon ſaith, The | 
Spirit of man bears all his Infirmitiesy but a wounded | 


Spirit 
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Spirit who can bear ? and 1/aiah ſaith, hs 64n coy 
fort the afflicted heart ? But the Church glories in 
his Mercies, He hath ſmitten, and he will cure us; he 
hath wounded, and he will beal us, af-er iro days he 
will revive 1s, and the third d:y we (bail live in his 
fght ; and again this is that affliction thar profits 
us, that adverſity that is a Schoo! ro inſtruct us in 
the fear of God ; whereof David faith, Before F 
was affiifted I went aſtray; but now have F learned to 
keep thy Commandments. Other Aiflictions fright 
ſome men intoa Profeſſion of Religion, but the 
heart remains as cruel as ever ; as the Servant pray- 
ed his Maſter, Have patience with me, and 1 will p 

thee all, and then had no patience with his fellow- 


 fervant; ſoin Sickneſs many promitle great Refor- 


mation, but when recovered, turn with the dog 
to the vomit; yet ſome continue a profeſſion of 
Religion towards God, but cruel to man; as He- 
rod did, that reformed many things at the hearing 
of Fohn Baptiſt, but murdered him to pleaſe his. 
Whore, and other Saints, to pleaſe the Fews 
— he continued his great eſteem of Fohy Bap- 
F!{F. 
Upon the fifth Tower is written in large Cha- 
racters, that he that runneth may read it, The 
Stone which the Builders refnſed is become the head of 
the Corner ;, this 1s the Lords doivig, and it is marvel- 
lous in our eyes, There is the wiſdom of the world 
manifeſted to be fooliſhneſs with God. yea enmity 
againſt God ; for whar ſtone is this that is refuſed ? 
even the Lord Jeſus: He is the foundation of all 
righteouſneſs, wiſdom, and all things that pertain 
to the ſalvation of Souls: and who refnſerh rh's 
ſtone? even the Byilders, the Teachers, M.niſtecs, 

We | Chat 
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ers 1 Expoſition of the 
that profeſs to teach men 'the ways of God, how 


they may attain riphteouineſs, and obrain falvati- 
on ; they muſt read. aud hear, and pcay, and be 


when to bow. and kneel ; and ſtand up, and make 
. and keep a Covenant , and wait on the Light 
within, and repent, and believe, and wear decent 
Apparel, and ſay Thon, and pur cff the Hat or 
not. any thing, but Chriſt,to wit,that Regeneration, 
(witheut which no man ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven) 1s powred upon us by him ; that he gives 
light and life to the dead and blind, chat he is the 
Vine that makes all the Branches of Life fruitful, 
that he is rhe Shepherd that leads his Sheep to fair 
oreen Paſtures; and ſweet running Rivers, to wit, 
leads his people to the Word of God, and feeds 
them with the ſincere Milk of it, not with the Let- 
ter that kills, but with the Spirit that quickens, 
that he is the door that leads to the Father ; for 
, that none knows che Father, but to whom the Son 
will reveal him ; that in him we are circuinciſed 
with a Circumciſion not made with hands, bur that 
of the heart, which 1/-ael wanted, even that all 
Luſts, lies, vanity and folly, to wit, all fin and ini- 
quity. be cut out of the Heart and Aﬀections ; and 
in whom alſo we are buried by Baptiſm, even by 
that of his, which is by the Holy Ghoſt, which 


unto God; that he is made of God unto us wil- 


that in him there 1s neither Circumcifion nor Un- 
circumciſion,neither Jew nor Gentile, Barbarian, 
Scythian, Bond nor free ; that he it is in whom 
the Church glories, @zto us a Child is born, unto 14 
A 50n8 


rightly baptizcd, and receive the Sacrament, and | 


- OO 1 gs 0 mg * Eg” —_— 


mortilies the deeds of the body, that we may live | 


dom, righteouſnels, ſanCtification and redemption ; | 
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a Son us given, and the Government # laid upon his 
ſhoulders, and his Name is wond:rful, Conncell r, the 
mighty God, the everlaſting Faiher , the Prince of 


| Peace; and of his Peace, and of iis Government 


there ſhall be no end, to fit upon the Throne of 
David, to govern it, and to eſtabliſh it even for 
ever. Oh! why are not Miniſters Mouths opened 
to preach his praiſes? is not here a Fountain 


opened to waſh away all Sin, iniquity and Hypo- 
criſie 5 Is not here a Cabinet opened of hid len 
treaſures to enrich every Soul with heavenly Gift? 


And moreover, is not he the Author and Finiſher 
of our Faith ? the beginner and perfeCter of every 
word and work unto the praiſc and glory of the 
Father? Doth not he work all our works 1n us? 


What ſhall be joyned with him 2? Were they not 


falſe Apoſtles that would joyn Circumcifion and 
keeping of the Law, with him ? Doth not Paul 
teſtifie ,, if any were circumciſed, Chriſt ſhould 
profit them nothing ? and if any ſought to be ju- 
ſtified by the Law, they were fallzn from Grace; 
Chriſt ſhould be of no efiect to them ? And doth 
he not tell them, thoſe Teachers bewitched them , 
and perverted the Truth? And again, 1s not he 
the Tree that yields twelve manner of fraits, ripe 
in every month, whoſe leaves heal all the maladies 
of all Nations ? Doth not he tread the winepreſs 
of the wrath of God alone ? Of all the people 
was there any that took part with him? ls it not 
he that ſaithrto the Church, 7 am the green Fir-tree, 
upon me 1s the fruit found? 1s there any mortilica- 
tion of the fl:ſh, or life of the Spirit in any man, 
unleſs he be in him ? Did not Pas! follow the coun- 
{el of fleſh and blood in all his zzalous Religion, 

: R 4 gntil 
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until it pleaſed the F2ther to reveal his Son in-him? 
Do not all men ſo in the'zeal of their ſeveral forms 
of Religion , wherein they ſtrive to outſtrip 0. 
thers, and fay in their hearts, Stand far off me, | 
am holierthan you? Read, and conſider ye that 
forget God, left he tear you inpieces, and there be none 
to deliver. And this Tower hath a ſtrong Bul. 
wark; for God himſelf did ſay unto him, Thoy art 
my Son, this day have I begotten thee;, and he gave 
hm the Heathen as well as /ſ-ael, and the utmoſt 
Parts of the Earth for his poſleſſion ; he gave him 
to have life in himſelf, and quicken whom he will 
he gave him for a Covenant to the people, evena 
new Covenant of Grace ; not like the former, that 
ſtood upon mans works, but that ſtands upon the 
work of God inthe heart of man, wherein he faith, 
1 will write my Laws in their hearts, and my fear in 
th:ir inward parts; 1 will cauſe them to underſtand 
my Laws, and my Judgments, and to do them, 
I will give them a new heart, and renew a right 
ſpirit within them; and all theſe things will I do 
unto them, and not forſake them : and all this will 
he do by Jefus Chriſt; for in him, and by him, 
and chrough.him, and for him, are all things ; to 
him therefore be Glory and praiſe for ever. 
Upon the ſixth Tower is placed, Sing O barren; 
thou that did(t not bear. break, forth into ſinging, and 
cry aloud thou that didſt not travel with Child; for 
wore are the Children of the deſolate, than of the mat- 


riedwife, ſauth the Lord. Hereby is figured out | 


unto us the barren and fruitleſs condition of a man 
without Chriſt ; of which our Saviour ſaith ( If ye 
avide in me, and Tin you, ye ſhall bring forth friat ) 
without ze ye can do nothing ; while man is without 
Chriſt, 
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Chrift, he is-married to vain helps, and vain hopes, 
25 1ſraet traſted-to the help of Egypr, and ſought 
counſel at King Jayeb, the Prophet tells them , 
The Hor ſes of Egypt are Fleſh and not Spirit, and the 
help of Egypt would be as a goad in their fides,and 
a nail in-their hands,and that their ftrength is to fit 
ſtil}; better to'ſfit by the water of Sh:zo, that ruins 
ſlowly, than torrejoyce in the ſwift ſeven-headed 
River Nils; which all figures out unto us: our 
ſtrong Religion that is without Chriſt, how faſt 
we learn to perform all Duties , Prayers , and 
Praiſes, Baptizing and Repenting, Believing, arid 
all , and what is all? nothing bur painted SepuL 
chers, within is corruption and rottenneſs; of 
Platters and Cups, whoſe ontſides are clean waſht, 
but inſides full of rapine and gluttony ; which all 
ſignifies man in a form of Religion, without the 
power; for Chriſt is the power and wiſdom of 
God ; and they that have a form without, have'no 
Chriſt withih, though all mans Religion is to join 
Chriſt and their form together, but it cannot be”; 
for if they have a form, they deny the power. Yea 
as Stephen told the proud Phariſees, they refiſt the 
power ; like unto your Fathers ſo are ye, a ſtiff- 
necked and ſtubborn Generation, always reſiftins, 
the wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt; for they are ſo 
proud of their form, they think they do great 
things, but they ſow to the wind, and they ſhall 
reap the whirlwind ; they ſow to the fleſh, and 
they ſhall reap corruption ; the root is rottenneſs, 
andthe ſeed is duſt ; they ſow on the hard way ſide, 
and the Devil takes it away; it never enters their 
hearts, for their hearts are harder than Adamanr, 
hardned through a conceit of their goodneſs; they 
are 
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like the Pot whoſe ſcum is boiled in the Broth,that | þ 


it cannot be ſeparated ; or like the wine ſ{ertled on ti 
the Lees, that cannot be refined; they receive ſeed d; 
in thorny ground, for the cares of this world and al 
Laſts of other things choak it, and make it unfruit. wi 


ful, for ſome of them are moſt covetous, and | xy 
ſome drowned in divers luſts, and make a great | na 
profeſſion of Religion to cloak their filthineſs with. | foc 
al; and ſome receive the word in ſtony ground, | Bil 
and theſe make a goodly luſtre, they receive 1t with | far 
Joy, and bring forth fruit with gladneſs of heart; | I ar 
of whom the Lord faid to the Prophet, They come | toF 
before thee as a people that delight in the Lord, and | abu, 
defire to know the Fud1ments f their God, and thou | the 
art unto them as one that can play well o: a well tuned | he y 
Inſtrument. © brave people! what delight they } ſha!] 
have in the Prophet and his teaching ? But what | nyC 
faith David? They do but flattcr with therr Lips, | bare 
and diſſemble with their aouble heart. Thus theſe | 1s no 
married wives bring forth plentifully unto their | he br 
Husbands they are married to, even their own con- | Lord. 
ceits and conceited Religion and righteouſneſs, | of S; 
which is meer hypocriſie ; therefore the Lord will | unfei; 
turn this fruitful field into a barren wilderneſs; | nual F 
there ſhall nothing grow upon it but Thorns and | grievo 
Briars, to witneſs it is prepared for deſtruttion, | liever, 
ready to be burned; to wit, he will give them that | having 
would not hear his voice when he ſaid unto them, | The wo 
This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, hear | Souls | 
him: theſe , I ſay, will he give up to their own} to hea 
hearts luſts, and to walk in their own Councels :} luding 
but when the Lord hath ſent a famine upon them, | 
as upon the Prodigal, not a famine of Bread and} 8ry leg 
Drink, but of hearing the word of God : iy ® | 11 the 


| 


| 
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he hath poſſeſſed th-ir Souls with their own iniqui- 
ties; that their Sin is gone over their head, a bur- 
den too heavy for them to bear, when he diſcovers 
all cheir wickedneſs crying our as the Sin of Sodozn,, 


when he humbles their Souls ſo. that they-are wea--* pp» 


ry of dwelling in the Tents of Xedar, and Taber- 
nacles of Meſeck; when they are fonnd from the 
fooc to the head all Sin,as a carcaſs full of Botches, 
Biles and putrified Sores, when all friends ſtand 
far off, and cannot comfort them ; when they cry, 
I am a Mals of fin; when they dare not look up' 


to Heaven ; tnen is it that they biing forth fruits 


abundautly unto the Lo-d ; for a troubled Spirit is 


the Sacrifice of God.a broken and a contrite heart 
he will not deipiſe. Theſe that fow in Tears, 


ſha!l reap in Joy ; thele barren ones ſhall have 'ma- 


ny Children; to wit, when man counteth himſelf 
barien, that there is no good thing in him, that he 


is not ſuſhcient for one good rhought, then doth 
he bring forth fruirs of true righteouſneſs unto the 
Lord, deep ſorrow of Heart, humble confeſſion 
of Sins, an abſolute loathing of his ſinful Nature, 
unfeigned Repentance, fervent, earneſt , conti- 
nual Prayer, a low eſteem of himſelf, as of a moſt 
grievous Sinner, a high eſteem of the weakeſt Be- 
liever, a Prayer forall others, even for enemies, 
having great ſadneſs of heart. to ſee the moſt of 
the worid live in ignorance & careleſnels of their 
Souls Health ; but moſt grievoully affi:Cted in mind 
to hear almoſt all the Miniſtry dei uded, and ſo de- 


| Tuding all their Hearers : giving freely to the poor, 


according to, or raiher above his ability, a hun- 
gry ſeeker after God and a'l his Mercies in Jeſus, 
11 the miniſtry of ghe Word, praying daily for the 

guidance 
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guidance of the Holy $piric, humbly ſubmitting 


to all Ordinances of men for the government of . 
the wor'd, ſuffering with joy for the teſtmmony of 


v 
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ſhall he be called; which is the Bulwark of this 


__— 


the Truch, even nnto the moſt cruel deach. Thug 
. the bacren womb or defolate widow become 2 
other of many Children, the barren wilderneſs 
turned into a fruitful field, tro wit, the fraful Soul 
of a Believer ;, for thy Maker thy Hasband, faith 
Tſavah 5 4. the Lordof Hoſts is his Namegthy Redeem- 
er the H:ly One of Iſrael, the God of the whole Earth 


Tower ; for it is he that worketh all theſe things; 
therefore the gates of Hell ſhalt not preyail againſt 
this Faith. | 

Thus we have fix Towers anſwering to the ſix 
days work wherein God out of a confuſed dark 
Chaos produced a glorious fruitful world : So from 
thoſe Towers are declared his glorious work in 
making of a wretched creature, enſlaved to Satan, 
imbondaged to Sin, abſolutely dead in Sins, a Son 
of God. ſtedfaſt in Faith, abounding in all works of 
Charity. 

Gen. 11. We have the Building of Babel, i 
order whereunto it is ſaid, The whole Earth was i 
one Language, and of one Speech ;, and they. ſaid, kt 
us builda City and a Tower whoſe top may reach i 
Heaven, that we may get us.-4 Name, that we be 1# 
ſcattered upon the whole Earth, 

Here isthe Figure of all carnal Religion ; whet 
man will be religious out of his own carnal wifdon, 
before that God reveal the Lord Jeſas in him; 
here is his intent through his own work and wif 
dom to zet to Heaven, & to get hima Name tot 
more holy than others, that he be not accounted 


lis! 
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like other men of the earth : . therefore Solomon 
exhorts, Be not righteous too ſoon: The Houle is 
burlc too foon that is built without a Foundation. 
Pauls righteouſneſs wherein he was touching the 
Law blameleſs, was too ſoon, becauſe it was be- 
fore that Chrift (who is the true foundation of all 
righteouſneſs,) was revealed in him : So that Re- 
ligion is meer Hypocriſfie whereby man ſeeks his 
own Glory, to get himſelf a Name or Praiſe among 
men, as our Saviour ſaid the Pharitees and Sad- ' 
duces did ; All they do, isto be ſeenof men : for 
the Children of God are quite contrary ; as he 
faith by the Prophet, 7 and the Children whom thou 
haſt given me are accounted as 4 ſtrange thing : And 
to whom ? 30 both the Houſes of Iſrael; even to all 
Profeffors of Religion, or to all that have a Form 
of Religion. And Paxl ſpeaking of them vnder 
the name of a.true Few, that hath the true Circum- 
cifion”, ſaith , Their Praiſe is nct of men, but of 
God. ; 
Therefcre as this Building diſpleaſed God, and 
he confounded their Language, and ſcattered them 
over all the earth, ſo doth this Hypocriticai Reli- 
gion, and he ſcattereth them into divers forms, 
and ſets them at diſſenrion one with another, upon 
any trifling Conceir, or Opinion, or Circum- 
ſtance ; that even a rational man will think them 
mad, to place Religion in ſuch fooliſh trivial 
things : thus as the Builders of Babel , by that 
way which they thought to get them a Name, that 
they ſhould not be ſcattered over the earth, even 
by the fame means they were ſcatterzd and con- 
founded, foare all the followers of formal Reli- 
glON, 


Gen, 
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Gen. 12. begins with the Call of Abram; the 
Lord commanding him , Get thee our of thy Cong. 
trey, and from thy Kindred, and from thy Fathers 
Houſe. | 

Which figures out unto us, the calling of man 
out of a formal Religion unto the true worſhip of 
God, even to Faith in Jeſus , for leaving of his 
Countrey, and Kindred, and Fathers Houle, hol; 
forth perfect Self-denial, even abhorring of him. 
ſelf, his Religion, and Zeal, and all, as Fob, while 
his three Friends talked with him; would not leave 
his integrity'z but when.God had ſpoken -to him 
out of the Thunder, then .he cried in birterneſsef 


ſpirit, 1 bave heard of thee by the hearing of theear|' 


but now mine eye ſeeth thee ;, therefore I abhor m 
ſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes. And Paul, afte! 
that Jeſus appeared to him, all that Religion 
(which he counted gain before, towit , profitable 
for his Souls ſalvation) was turned to loſs ;. yea, 


he counted it dung. And this Religion may wel 
be compared to mans own Countrey , Kindred, 
and Fathers Houſe; for it is all founded. .in hi 
own breaſt : for though he alledge Scriptures , jt 
it muſt be as he underſtands them; which is as k 
perverts them ; for neither muſt the Law lay hi 
under .cnrſe, by declaring the wrath of God 2 
wont Sin, nor the Goſpel bring falvation toſi 

ul ſinners, magnifying the free mercies of Gol 
to Rebels, in pardoning Sin and Rebellion freely 
through the death of Jeſus; but from both he mull 
learn Rules and Leſſons , which obeying, he ſb 
be faved; ſo the word of God is precept upd 
precept, line upon line unto him : and as ſures 


God 1s true, he goes backward , ſtumbles oy 
__” 
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. falls, and is broken, and ſnared, and taken. 


Bb os” 4g . 


Pilficint Texts in Geneſis. x27 


And as this is a perfect Emblem of Self-denial, 
following God whither he pleaſeth , plainly figu- 
reth unto us Faith in Chriſt, which is that gifr of 
God, that husbandry of God whereby the Soul is 
implanted into Jeſus, and made fruitful, and 
whereby men are made the ſheep of Chriſt, and 
know his voyce, and follow him, and will not fol- 
low a ſtranger , for they know not the voyce of 
Strangers. | 

In the third Verſe he faith, 7 will bleſs'them that 
bleſs thee, and curſe them that curſe thee whereby 
is ſhewed, when God hath ſeparated man to him- 
ſelf from the world, that Soul is endleſly happy ; 


for God is powring his Bleſſings upon his Souls, 


when he hath deprived him of Countrey, Kindreg, 
and fathers Houſe, he is more unto him thaitas 
David ſaith, Lord Lift up the light of thy Countenae 
upon xs ;, thou haſt put more gladneſs into my* heart, 
than when Cotn and Wine and Oyl increaſeth. This 
is the large portion of Gods people. And on the 


- contrary ,, how miſerable is the world that ap- 


proves not of theſe true Fews, truly circumciſed, 

but hates them whom Chritt hath taken out of the 

rH , to be his own, they lie under the curſe of 
od. 

Again, how comfortably may a Believer ſuffer 
all the hatred, perſecutions, reviling and ſlander- 
ing of men, when it is a teftimony unto them of 
the love and bleſſing of God ? 

Atraham fearing becauſe of his wifes beauty , 
ſignifies weak Faith and Love; for perfect Love 
Caſts out Fear. God?s puniſhing Pharaoh's houſe 
for Sar4l”s.cauſe, ſhews how the Lord bears o—_ 
ene 


from their Adverfaries. | | 

In Ger. 14. i#the firſt Battel of Faith, wherein 
Abraham with a few.,overcame the overcomers ; fi. 
guring the Victory of Faith over all fins and luſts 
thatare conquerors in all others; which is alfo f 
gured in that word of God againſt Babyloz ; whn 
thou ceaſeſt to ſpoil, thou ſhalt be ſpoiled;, and thu 
that captivated} others, ſhalt be led into capti 


Uty. 

The Type of Chrift in Melchizedeck , menti: 
oned in this Chapter, is largely handled by the 4 
poſtle to the Hebrews, Chap. 7. 

: In Chap. 17. God promiſeth to Abrahew a Sol 
Þy his wife Sarah, and changerh their Names, aw 
makes with him an everlaſting Covenant, even the 
Covenant of Circumcifion, and promiſeth to give 
to hjyn and his Seed after him the Land of Cam 
an for an everlaſting poſſeſſion; which Covenant 
and Promiſe cannot belong to Abraham?s Seed 
ter the fleſh, nor'to the earthly Canaan; for ne- 
ther of theſe could be everlaſting, and are alrex 
dy long fince ſeparated , but hereby is figured out 
the Heirs of promiſe, as Tſaac was, who are mock- 


ed and. ſcorned of the Heirs of the fleſh, as be} 


was by Iſmael ( which Figure is handled by Pail 
Gal. 4. as alſo the Figure of his two Wives, $5 
rah and Agar and their Sons ) but to the Heirs 
Promiſe is promiſed a Heavenly Canaan, bot! 
which are everlaſting, and cannot be ſeparated; 


the weakneſs of his Servants, and preferveth them 


of which our Saviour ſaith , Fear not little Flock, 
It is your Fathers will to give you a Kingdom ;, andi0 
alſo their Circumciſion is everlaſting , which tha 


i the fleſh could not be; fo the everlaſting Co 
nan 


_ 
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the ear heareth, or the heart conceiveth; for none 
of theſe is that which God hath laid up for them 


. that love hinz; For in Iſaac was the Promiſe of the 


Land of Canaan, and alſo of eternal Bleſledneſs ; 
Tſo man muſt, be brought to the loſs of all, which 

Peter calls the fiery T rial that ſhall come upon all. 
In Chep; 25-v. 22. The two Children ſtriving 
in the; Mothers womb,, a Figure-of a Chriſtians 
Lite; for.in all: Believers the Fleſh and the Spirit 
are in continual ſtrife; as Paul witnefieth, Gel. 5. 
17. And the Lord ſaying, the Elder ſhall ſerve the 
Younze,,\1gures out the mortification of the Fleih 
ws / by 


do 
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by the Spirit ; for by the Elder is holden forth the 


Fleſh ; for that which is'after the Fleth, 'is the for. 
mer, as 1ſhmael was before Iſaac, which held forth 
thetame Figure , as Paul ſheweth. - 
The ſame Figure is holden forth in every Battel, 
or War fought by Faith , where the weaker 
' prevaileth ; for all men in fleſhly wiſdom ftrivet 
be the ſtronger party, but Believers truſt in God 
that giveth Victory ; as Jonathan, Gidzon, Afi 
and the like ;, as the Lord faith by Zachary, Ni 
by Fort nor Tower, but by my. Spirit, ſatth the Lorl 


' Whence our Saviour alſo teacheth, that if a Ki 
dare not with ten thouſand meet him that co 
againſt him with twenty thoufand (to wit, by fait 
' In God) it were beſt for him to make peace wit) 
him; for they are not always the more righteou| 
who get the victory, as moſt men account, though 
they be the leſſer or weaker party ; but only itfgu- 
reth out the Victory of the Spirit againſt the Fleſh: 
for God often givetiz up his People to their Ene- 
| mies for their correction ; znd therefore he ſail 
that Aſhur was his Rod : And'ſometimes he giveth 
them 1nto the hands of their Enemies, when they 
truſt roo much in the external ways of Worſhip, 
tht ugh ordained of God ; as Iſrael was given into 
the Hind of the Phzli/tms, when they truſted that} 
they ſhould prevail by carrying the Ark of the Co 
venant into the Field. | 
In Chap. 27. Facob obtaining the Bleſſing fron} 
Eſau by policy, through his Mothers teaching, fi 
g1reth out the skill of the Miniſtry, wherein th: 
Miniſter uſeth all means to win Souls to the Lord, 
as Paul faith, Being yet more cunning, 1 Caught yu: 
and it alſo ſheweth, that the works of Godatt 
not 
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not always juſtifiable tomans wifdom ;. therefore 
David faith,” His Fudgments are a great depth : and 
Paul faith, How unſearchable are his: Ways, and his 
Tudgments paſt finding out ? | 

Iſaac's Bleſlings to Facob figureth out the Chri- 
ſtians; for all are'the Bleſſings and Gifts of God ; 
ſo his words to Eſan,anſwers to the Fleſh and fleſh- 
ly minded; for he faith not , God grve thee, as to 

Facob ; but, the fatneſs of the Earth ſhall be thy 
portion ; and ſo it is, a:dthe dew of Heaven from 
above, not ſignifying any heavenly Bleſſings, but 

ſuch as enrich the Earth, wherein the carnal, mind 
rejoyceth ; and he ſaith further, By thy Sword ſhals 

thou live ; which figures out the nature of the car- 
nal mind, which lives by contention, . rejoyceth in 
overcoming by power or policy, as the Fleſh inſults 
in the' weakneſs of the Spirit. Laſtly he ſaith, 
It ſhall come to paſs, when thou ſhalt get the Maſtery, 
that thou ſhalt break_his yoke from thy neck ; Ex- 
pounders of the Scripture are buſied to find out 
this, to wit, when the Poſterity of Eſau, to wit, 
the Edomites , overcame and purſued T1/raet; for 
they remember not that our Saviour ſaith, The 
words that I ſpeak, unto you, are Spirit and Life , Or 
elſe they do not imagine that the Penmen of the 

Holy Scriptures did ſpeak in the ſame Spirit ; for 

if they look on this Word in this way, they need 

not ſeek the time when the carnal generation gets 

Maſtery ; for thence come Perſecutions and Mar- 

tyrdoms of Gods People, whereof the Lord com- 
plains by *David ;- Pal. 14, & 53. Have they no 

knowledge, that they eat up my people even as Bread : 

neithegneed they ſeek what time the Fleſh gets Ma- 

ftery oVer-the Spirit, even x Believers ; _ 
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;Paubcomplains ſo much ;' The law of the member; 
Wars againſt the. law of the mind, and leags me_cap- 


z ve unto the law of Sin and: Death :. 0 wretched man 


. that 1 am, who ſhall d:livey me from this body” of Sin 


and Death? $0 it is with every Chriſtian , if the 
Lord be not with him. the Enemy prevails.:,There- 


fore :David cries, Why art thou a tr anget that ſtays 
but with ns for a night ;, why goeſt, thou not out with our 
: Armies? And Moſes, with 1ſrael prays that God 
will go:out with them in the morning, elſe they get 


no'Vitory ; and return with them. at, night, elſe 


- > Then Eſau hated Facob becauſe of the. Bleſſing 
- Wherewith his Father bleſſed him ; and Carr ſlew 


Abel becauſe AbePs ſacrifice was more. acceptable 


to God than his ; this holds forth the hitter enmi- 


ty of.every. carnal mind-agginſt the ſenyants of 
God; there's nothing ſo cruel, it regards no frjend- 
ſhip, bond, nor covenant, / it: breaks through all; 


- father riſe againſt ſon, and ſonagainſt father,&c. 
- Hence came invention of fo many cryel torments, 


and tormenting Engins, Fire, wfld-Horſes, Axes, 


Saws, &e. The carnal man plays the'Hypocrite , 
| pretending ſome other thing ; but this is the bot- 


'tom, his mind frets, his heart- burns, his ſpirit.rs- 
geth, becauſe of this, ſhall he be preferz'd before 
me ? heis a deceiver, a ſeducer, a heretick, I wil 
have him put to death. ; 

n 


: they get no ſafe reſt. All which figures out the | 
-" ſtate of Chriſtsanity, for if.:Chriſt be with us, we 
ſhall be: more than Conquerors, and our. Enemies 
: ſhall flee before us, even Sins and Lufts, | a thou- 
ſand at the fight of one, .to wit, of our Lord Jeſus 
: Chriſt ; but ifhe be not with us, we ſhall flee when 

- None:/purſyes, &'c, . + | 


| 


. 
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In the 28.” Facob's High th out. the Lord' 
Jeſus, who only comes down from God'to:man' 
and the Angels, ſignifie-the true. minifters of the 
Goſpel, who'preach nothing but God appearing in: 
Chriſt; 'to 'reconcile the world to himſelf, and: 
work all their works in'them and for them, and! 
Believers afcending up by faith, thar though their 
members live-upon theearth, they may have their: 
converfation/in Heaven/;their treaſure, even the; 
Lord Jeſus being there, their heart' maybe there 
alſo; thatthey may live in'communion- with God 
_ father , and'\withthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt theif 

aviour. " | 70 ! : 9:5 


— 


EXODUS. 


Ix Exodxs'is the great' Fype or Figure 'of mans 
Captivity to'Satan and Sin,and Gods deliverance 
for” as 1ſrael- was in'captivity - to Pharaoh, fo 
that no power could 'deliver them but God ;/ and 
that by a'mighty land* and ſtretched out arm; fo 
is man under_the power of Satan -and fin, that no 
tmeans can free him but the Lord Jeſus, who is the 
ower” and *-wiſdome' of (God-- to falvatiou , both 
0 Tew and Gentile ; ſo that none (can be delive- 
red but by him: 'and as Pharaoh atid his Task-maſ- 
ters 'made them weary 6f their lives by ſore la- 
bour, in clay atid brick, and all works of the field ; 
and all manner of cruel bondage, whick' they layd 
upon them'moſt cruelly';” ch. 1. 14. ſo Satan and 
leſhtyluſts and earthly cares, keeps man in fo 
cryell bandage, that he ciſes early and lies down 
Sad ns EL 3 Jate, 


* 
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late, and'eats the bread of carefulneſs, his deſire? 
are enlarged like Hell, that cannot be fatisfied ; 
thoughhe have no child , yet there's no end of his 
labours, he can never ſay | have enough, more he 
hath, the more would he -bave, there's no reſt, 
but he toyls in the very fire for the vanity of his 
mind, he loadens himl(E1f as with thick clay, fo 
that they cannot be delivered, but by the mighty 
power of God, | 

Yea moreover , when man is brought to'a pro- 
feſſion of Religion, whereby he hopes to be deli- 
vered ; then as Pharaoh increaſed the bondage, fo 
Satan turns all mans Religion into his own works, 
Pennance and Pilgrimages; Whippings and Whi- 
nings, Sighings and Groanings , Confeſſings and 
Reſtitutions,-&c. for 'mortifying the fleſh; what 
Singings and Organs, and Feaſtings, &c. inſtead 
_ of joy of Spirit? the word of God muſt not be a 
battering hammer, a burning fire, a double-edged 
ſword, to deſtroy all iniquity and leaven, to turn 
the whole body - ſul and ſpirit unto God ; and a 
Tree of life that bears twelve manner of fruit, ripe 
in every month, to fatisfie every, hungry ſoul, | 
through all the quarters of the world minls leaves | 


alſo heals.the maladies. of all-nations.: but it-muſt | 


be precept, upon precept, line upon line, here a 
little and there a lictle, leſſon after leſſon, inſtructs 
108 upon. inſtruction, till the poor blind ſauls go 
backward, and fall, and are hroken, and ſnared, 
and taken, bers = | | 

And as the Land of. Egype figureth the captivity | 
or the Soul, ſo the promiſed Land of Canaan 
Land that floweth with milk and honey , figureth 
the joys and comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, whey 

| Wil 


| with the Chriſtian is filled by believing ; which 


David calls the fatneſs of Gods houſe, and the 
carrying them through the red-Sea, by that migh- 
ty miracle, of making a dry way through the midlt 
of the Sea, ſignifies that no man can be brought 
out of the bondage of Satan and fin, which every 
one lies under by nature, intoa ſtate of Grace , 
to be a ſon. and ſervant of God, but by the hand 
of God, and that in a wonderful power , to wit, 
by Telus Chriſt, who is the wiſdom and power of 
God to falvation; and that not as man learns to 
know him, by the teaching of man, or can conceive 
of him by ſeeing, reading, or. hearing ; but as he 
is revealed in the ſoul by the father, the father al- 
ſo.drawing the ſoul unto him ; that it may be ma- 
nifeſt to be the power of God alone; ſo likewiſe 
the .Lord' going before them in a pillar of a cloud 
by day, ſignifies the hidjng of the mighty appea- 
rance of the power and preſence of God with his 
people in this deliverance, from all the wiſdom 
of the wotld ; that upon every glory there may 
be a defence, as the Prophet ſpeaks; and his ap- 
pearing in a-pillar of fire by night , ſhews that ay 
the preſence of God in the miniſtry, gives light 
to man in his darkneſs, to wit, his ignorance of 
God; ſo it js burning to, conſume what. is of the 
fleſh or wiſdom of man ; and therefore our Savi- 
our faith, that Fohn Baptiſt was a burning and ſhi- 
ning light, Again, whereas the pillar of the cloud 
came behind them, when the Egypriars purlued , 
that they could not come at them, figuces the pre- 
ſervation of God, preſerving his people, from Sa- 
tan and fin, which continually purſue the chil. 
dren of God, with many and ſtrong temptations, 

| L 4 which 
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which they can by no' means withſtand, . bat that 
they are kept by the power. of God.” through faith, 
to falvation as Pail faith : | 1 

Atd that Pharadh and” all his Army were de. 
ſtroyed in the ſea, ſignifies that whoſoever thinks 
to walk in the way of God, being not his holy ones 

all there be deſtroyed; 'as was figured in Urzah, 
ſriving to uphold the ark, and was.not a Levite, 
and in Saul, offering ſacrifice not being a Prieſt', 
and in the ſons of Scevathat would*.caſt out devils 
jt the name of Jeſus, being none of his diſciptes; 
fot' God leadeth his people” by a clean' way, no 
Nrahfer or unclean thing ſhall come thefein. 


And. 7/rael ſinging praiſes for their, deliverance 


from their enemies, ' figures out the great” joy, 
which the people 'of Gad have, whet Be delivers 
them from Satan, Sin, and Luſt, which the'Pro- 
phets'hold out by the Lord, bridging His people 
olit of Fadtivity to Zion, with crowns of joy upon 
their head; and David faith; thou beſt put 4 new 
ſong 1h my mouth, praiſe and thanksgwwing unto G od? 
This 1she fong of the Lamb which'none can lear a 
ut they that are redeemed front. the 'earth, ® 


4 


che Divine faith, for all others ſhy they have goF. | 

'victo! ſhield, the | 
ſpear, therefore the. Lord chargeth' 1{rael , whel | 
they,enjoy the Land of 'Canaan , that they ſoul | 
not ſay; that theſe things had got them that goo® | 
Latid iii pcfleſſſon,” but it was the Lord their God | 
onely,' that gave them Victory over theft enemies, | 
and carried them thither, as upon Eaples wings; | 


ten the. victory by their bow, their 


wich figures out unto us, that man doth not over- 
come Satan and Sin, nor obtain grace or faith by 
any thing that he can do, or any wiſttom that he 


"I 


hath, 
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hath,” bur it is the free gift and grace of God 
through, Chriſt, who is the power and wiſdom of” 
Gad,, andis made of God to' us,, wiſdom, righ-. 
teouineſs , ſanRification, and, redemption, that 
utito him alone, all-praiſe may. be given in Z0p ,. 
even inhis Church, 2 
Again, the ApoRle ſaying that-all' /ſ-acl were” 
baptized unto 2doſes inthe Sea, and-in theclond,: 
and they all did eat of that ſpiritual meat, andal 
drank. of that fpiritual' drink,, for: they drank of? 
the Rock that, flowed out” unto them, and: that; 
Rock was Chtift ; This ſhews plaiply. what our” 
Sacraments ſignifie, to wit, when man is found 
hopcteſs and helpteſs, either to eſcape their ene+ 
mics , or to preſerve their lives; as 1/rael was at 
thered-ſea, their way ſtopped, and their enemies 
purſujng,. there Gods power appears in the. cloud 


andin the ſea ; this figures out Jeſus when our ſpi- 


ritual enemies, Satan .and Sin, purſue; and our, 
eſcape is ſtopped by. a Sea of luft folly and vanity, 
then what way of eſcape , but by Jeſus; that new 
ahd holy way, that waſhes, cleanſes, and frees 
from fih,; delivers from the power of Satan, and 
undoes his work, and makes us more than conque- 
rors; therefore Paul faith, ye were Idolaters, Adul- 
terers, Theeves , Covetous, Drunkards, &c. but. ye 
are waſhed, but ye are ſantlified, and juſtified in the 
wane of the Lard Feſus, and bythe ſpirit of our God. 
Therefore Infant-Baptiſme is a moſt evident Sa- 
crament, for the Int is a Plain outward viſible 
ſign, of a hopeleſs, helpleſs ſoul, as water is of the 
waſhing and cleanſing it by the Lord Jeſus, which 
figiite is fully uſed by the Prophet Exekicl, 16: 4, 
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So likewiſe the Rock yielding water to ſraelin 
their great thirſt, and the Lord giving manna 
from Heaven, is a perfect figure of the feeding the 


ſoul with the Body and Bloud of Jeſus, as Moſes 


alſo teſtifies, when he ſaith that Rock was Chriſt ; 
for hereby is ſignified, that the Souls hunger can 
be fatisfied with nothing but fapd from heaven,and 
that adminiſtred miraculouſly by the power of 
God; therefore the due preparation of man for 
the Sacrament, js, that his ſoul is hungry and 
thirſty for ſuch food, which is figured out 1n the 
Prodigal, whom nothing could fatishe but the 
Bread of the Fathers Houſe ; and this is expreſt by 
David, Pfal. 36. 8. & 37. & 65 4. K 107-5, & 19. 
But to examine himſelf whether he repent him 
truly of his former ſins, ſtedfaſtly purpoſing to lead 
a new life, to have a liyely Faith in Gods mercy 
through Chriſt, with a thankful remembrance. of 
his Death, and to be in charity with all men, -js to 
fill a mans heart with a good conceit of his Chri- 
ſtjan-like condition, which makes him not hungry, 
but full; and the full Stomack loaths the Honey- 
Gmb : ſo ſuch men receive a Sacrament for no- 
thing, but becauſe it is a cuſtom for men to do ſo, 
or becauſe it is an Order of the Church, and there- 
fore they ought to do it. | 

But before I proceed, let me return back to the 
Judgments of Egypr,whereby is figured Gods Pow- 


er in mortifying the Fleſh;therefore the firlt Plague | 


IS turning their Water into Blood ; whereof the Di- 
vine bringeth the Saints magnifying God for his 
righteous Judgments upon their Enemies, who be- 
cauſe they delighted in Blood, had given them 
Blood to drink, ſel 
"1H 
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: The ſecond Plague is Frogs; that the Vermin 
of the Earth might vex their earthly minds, and 
that by Gods power all earthly enjoyments and 
comforts, or hopes might ſtink unto them, as their 
Land did by the Frogs, as Pauls holy Religion that 
he.had before his Regeneration, did ſtink unto 
him, as Dung. So 

The third Plague was Lice ; which the Sorce- 
rers could not counterfeit ; to ſhew, that the vi- 
leſt filthy Vermin in the Hand of God, is ſuffici- 
ent to overpower all the ſtrength, and confound 
all-the wiſdom of man, | 

The fourth Plague is Flies, to ſignifie that the 
Judgments of God will come ſuddenly upon the 
contemnersof God and his Word, as if winged, 
and. that no power or policy of man can defend 
him from them. 

\. The fifth Plague is aMurrain of Beaſts, to ſigni- 
fie that it is a Judgment of God to deſtroy the Cat- 
tel that are uſeful for mans life, becauſe of, mans 
unbelieving Heart that is more prone to bleſs him- 


Telf in the Riches that he enjoys, than in the Mer- 


cies of the living God; as our Saviour by Parable 
ſhews in him that bleſt his Soul for that he had 
Goods laid up for many years. 

_ Theſixth Plague is Bl:fters upon Man and Beaſt, 
to ſignifie that becauſe the carnal mind cleaves to 
truſt 1n the Creature more than in the Creator ,, 
his Hand ſhall be upon both, and that he needs no 
great means todo it; for at his command the dry 
Aſhes of the Fire will do it. 

, Theſeventh Plague is Hail mixt with Fire, Thun- 
der and Lightning, to fignifie that all powers of the 
Heayeng as well as of the Earth are — 
Lac 
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the Hand of God, to puniſh ſinful man; = that | 


God will proceed to greater and more terrible 


Judgments, till he have brought the vain mind and 


hard Heart of man into ſybjeftion. 

The eighth Plague is Graſhoppers to eat up every 
green thing that the Hail hath. teft : ; for while there 
1s any green thing, there is Hopes of a new groth 


or.increaſe ;- for God mult cut off all Hopes, or | 


elſe man will nat. yield, 

The ninth Pla gue was Darkneſs that may be fl 
that-now than by the proſecution of Gods poet 
and dreadful judgments upon. him, might be {ip 
ble of the cauſe of all his mifery ; for this ſj 
the great. ignoranceof aſs, AT mind in To 
tural eſtate; whereof the Propet faith, groſs Fan 


neſs covers the pople : fo that Pharaoh himſelf faith | - 


the Lord ts righteous, but I and my People are wicke ed; 
and yet all this.is-hut a. conviction ; tor there no 
converſioh till the Lord Jeſus. come, that 'gives 

both Life and Light. * 
\.. The renth Plap lague is the deftruftion of all the fuf 
born of EgyPt.in,one night , ſignifying the total mor; 
tification of the fleſh ; and in the 7000 night muſt 


; 


the Children © Iſrael eat the | Paſsover, and ptt- | 
pare themſelves to paſs out of t tO Canaan, td | 
wit, .when the fleſh is wholly mortified , then tte | 
Soul feeds upon Jef! fus,and palles out of the Capt | 
vity to Satan and Sin, into. the marvellous Light 
and Liberty of the Sons of Gad. 

But when they come to the bitter waters , the| 
Fleſhis found alive, and the ways of God are found 
bitter unto jt, and thence riſeth murmuring; bil 
the Lord ſhews a Tree, which being caſt into the 
MALeTh, ſeetens them ; f iguifying that Jeſus com- 
| municated 


, 
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'municated nnto , us, fſweetens all Afflitions. 
_ , Then in the Wilderneſs there?s ''nothing but 
want; at the Rocks of Rephidim the'ywant water, 
and then they want, Fleſh" and Bread; Quail are 
given, ſweer meat, whereon' the'fleſhly mind 'de- 
lights to feed ; but the Judgment of God muſt fol- 
tow, .that the Fleſh with all its Luſts and AﬀeCtions 
muſt be deſtroyed, that the Soul of man may feed 
only upon the Lord Jeſus the true Manna, the 
Bread that comes down from Heaven, 'and gives 
Life to the world,' to wit,' that the Soul'of man 
may confeſs with the mouth, and believe in heart 
, that Jeſus is Life, and Light, and all things to his 
Soul that pertains to Life and Salvation, and/ſo 
know that, ran” lives not by bread alone, -but by 
_ the word that proceeds but of the mouth-of God, 
_ as Moſes teacheth. 
____ Thus If«ePs travelling through the Wilderneſs 
to the Eand of Canaan, doth plainly and abnn- 
. dantly figure.out the life. of a Chriſtian travelling 
. through the world towards heavenly Canaan, his 
eternal Reſt, where Satan, Sin, of the Fleſh, and 


the World exerciſe hina with wants, raiſe up niur- 


b- mutings, riſe in Tontempt of Gods word and Mi- 
| . niſters, yea one Seryant of God againſt another, 


ſtir up jafidelity, ſtop the paſſage, contend with ſo 
_ great power that nothing but Gods great power, 
and. even in miraculous Deliverance can carty 

_ himon,.. 
. , See what wants J/rael finds, want of Water, of 
| Bread, of Fleſh; why, doth 1ſ-ae/ murmur? his 
\ Bread moulds not, his Wine ſowrs not, his Shoes 
_ wear not for all his hard Travel , doth not God 
continue all theſe things unto a 
p tnem 


% 
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them even as upon Eagles wings ? ſee and conſy 
the diſcontented fleſhly 'mind , even in the $; 
vants of God, not contented to have erioughf 
the day; unleſs we have treaſures for the time; 
come , not pleaſed with Manna, the Bread 
God gives, (its dry food )) tinleſs we have bre 
of our own providing, pleaſing to the Palate th 
plainly figures out our diſcontent, yea Our rejet 
ing and reviling the !DoCtrine of free Grace, x 
licentious DoArine ; the teachings and guidings, 
the Spirit, as Enthuſiaſms z this will pine th: 
Souls, Mans wiſdom, and works and zeal are; 
ter foundations for their Souls to relie on than}, 
ſus; better or more pleaſant food to our ways 
appetites, as Phariſees , Sadduces, afid all ty _ 
forms of Religious worſhippers , when Zeb Bt 
tft came neither eating nor drinking, they lay hy hat —& 


# Devil; when Feſus comes eating and drinking tit E 
ſay he is a glutton, awine-bibber, a friend of Publica 
and ſmners. Je 


See the contempt of Gods Word and Miniſt G 

In Korah, Dathan and Abiram, againſt Moſesatl 
Aaron, who as faithful Stewards and Diſpenſy ,; 
of the Myſteries of God , ſhew 1ſ-ael theirfalf «. 
ings in all things through an unbelieving mind, fry 
getful of Gods wonderful deliverances, that the 

, might count nothing too difficult for them, God 4, 
. being with them, that upon every danger the} 
might ſtand ſtill and ſee the ſalvation of God ; but 4; 
Korah and his confederates think they have a bet} & 
ter way, and ſay, Ye take too wuch upon you, Maſ| ſu 
and Aaron; Iſrael is Gods people, and theyat| F, 
all holy, they perform their Sacrifices, and do all 4 


Things that they ought to de ; this figures out "on ta 
4 v0 
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 Formaliſts in all their ſtrift ways of Religion; all 


their Holineſs is in doing what is commanded in 
outward worſhip; Regeneration, Free Grace; Re- 
velations of the Spirit , Faith, and all the Gifts 


d th of God, and Operations of Grace are a myſtery 
. untothem, for they are without, they know not. 
©3W whatitis to dwell within, in the ſecret place of 
God; and God hath done a wonderful thing, the 
5 f Earth hath opened her mouth, and ſwallowed 
5 themup quick, for notwithſtanding all their ſtrift- 


neſs in Religion, they are moſt miſerably cove- 
tous, under pretence of long Prayers, they devour 
widows Houſes, they grind the faces of the poor, 
they oppreſs'a man and his heritage, they add houſe 
to houſe, and field to field, and leave no place for 
the poor, &c. What evil do they not commit to 
make themſelves and their poſterity great in the 
Earth ? = 

See the riſing of one Servant of God againſt 
another, in Aaron and Miriam againſt Aoſes; if 
God be mighty in any one, how doth Satan in- 
cenſe another againſt him ; ſo that a Miniſter of 


vo The Truth hath need to be the meekeſt man on the 
T fa earth, to ſuffer the reproaches, revilings, and 
for; contempts of all. 
the - See the Infidelity when they come to bitter wa- 
GO yers, want water, want fleſh; they forget Gods 
tie? great power, and what he did for them in Egypt 
30ll] 2ndat the red Sea ; yea Moſes allo failed, an 
a bel) aid, Sha aft the flocks and herds be killed to ſatisfie 
Maſe! ſuch a number of people with fleſh? This ſhews that 
ya'l Faith i the evidence of things not ſeen; therefore 
Jo all bleſſed is be that hath nov ſeen, and yet bath believed, 
Coll {aith our Saviour. 

For See 
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© See'the topping of the Paſlage by the Edawity, 


and abhors the younger, as mn our. Sav1iours- Para- 
ble,- glories that he hath done all his Fathers com. 
.nmands,. and never tranſpreſſed ;; whereby.ars figu- 
red out again all- our Formaliſts ; that- glory. of 
their Religion, and cannot; ſee-ths wickedneſsthat 
is in their hearts,, that they are like Caiz, -thatſlow 
!, His Brother ; for-he that hath any hatred or envy 
In his heart, is a Murtherer,- by: our,:Saviours Te. 
_-ſtimony ;- whereby we ſee how frequent it; is with 
-the Spirit of God to figure out Hypocriſie. 
... - Then ſtand out the Giants, which-figures out 
, Satan himfelf , -thatiraging Lion ; but then God 
.ſhews his miraculous power, - and; gives hispeople 
o:Victory, that they may have; oguſe -to;glory inthe 
- -Lord their God; and glory no more: in themſelyes, 
for that they are too weak to ſtand in thatday,y for | 
* the Enemy is too- mighty for them ; thus muſt man | 
©; be bronght ſtill to wantthe Help of God, that he | 
-,may-know the ſtrength of- his Enemies ,-the.xape } 
:oof- Satan; the luſt'of the' Fleſh., the deceitfulneſ 
- of his own Heart , and-, the. , wickedneſs ;of;thef 
;World'to be ſo- great, thathe cannot live like 2| 
Chriſtian, but by the mighty power:and wonderful | 
working of God, that ſo-at;laſt:he may liveby} 
-!Faith, putting his whole confidence in God, and! 
*Notan the Arm of Fleſh, that in perfect ſelf-deni-| 
hal he-may aſcribe all the Glory to God, and con-| 
*fefs he hath wroyght: all our works for us,-and| 
+} MM US$, | 
...1Jn the next place, we have-Balak hiring Balan 
> the Sorcerer to\curſe-{ſrael ; which figures out tht | 
bitter envy that is in the Hearts of the Enemiesd 
9952 G00 


| the poſterity,of: E/axthe elder, Brother, who hates | 


- ple, and they ſhall not be curſed, then he proviie- 
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Gods people againſt them, for when God pre- 
ſerves his people that no power nor pollicy car 

revail againſt them, then they will apply chcu- 
Rives to the Devil, any way to root them our of 
the'earth ; So likewiſe here, we have Balaan pro- 
teſting he can do nothing nor will not ſpeak a 
word , but what God puts into his mouth, and 
when he is convinced that God will bleſs thar peo- 


cies great happinefs unto' them, and deſtruction 
unto their adverſaries; when his heart was altoge- 
ther contrary , which appears by the Lords ſen- 
ding his Angel to ſtop his way, and opening the 
mouth of the dumb Af to rebuke his madneſs, 
and yet notwithſtanding all his ſtrong proteſtati- 56 
ons he teacheth Balack, to lay a ſtumbling-block in ..**-: + 
the way of 1/raecl; but curſed is Balaam, and cur. +. 2: 
ſed is Balack,, and curſed is all Amalth,, for Iſra- "1+ 
ePs ſake ; God will hold war with them for ever, » ''+ 7 ig 
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even ſo will he do againſt all the enemies of his 4... 
people. | IE 
But here ſee what Chriſtian-like word 
ſtrong proteſtation the Sorcerer hath, 
ber the kingdom of God is not 
power, men may talk as with the to 
bel, and be no better than a tinkling 
els Gods power be upon man to refiFSaran'ah 
mortifie the fleſh continually, that byYbis rejoy-x: 
cing in Jeſus he die-daily to his own luſt allfhis : 
Religion is but from a deceigful toigue; cattle 
out by a ſpirit of deluſions. - Fwy. ag” 
Again, ſee the Doctrine of Me arce 
me bere ſeven Altars, and prepare #2 {726 TER 
locks, 4nd ſeven Rams, which fight wut MPnypo® 
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crites in their ſeveral forms of Religion ;; all are 
for maltiplying of . ſacrifices to God, ( as Saw 
when he ſaved the fat cattel of Amalek, for facri- 
fices) all are for doing much, ftriving . to'he 
touching thegzghteouſneſs of the Law blameleſs 
and to outſtrip all their companions (as Pani did 
when he was a cruel perſecutor of Jeſas and all 
his Saints) none remembers, that God will not 
be worſhiped, but in one Temple at F7ers/alen, 
and one ſacrifice onely, to wit, the bloud of Jeſus 
makes perfect all that believe therein, and if any 
man joyn any thing with it, he is fallen from grace; 
Chriſt ſhall profit him nothing, much leſs do they 
underſtand what it is, that God will neither he 
worſhiped at Feruſalem, nor in the Mountain of 
Semaria, but in ſpirit and: truth ; for to be wor- 
ſhiped in the Temple at Zern/alcw> onely, and not 
at Feruſalew, ſeem contrary : Therefore underſtand 
that whatever place, or any external thing , 1s ap- 
pointed for the worſhip. of God is but a figure, or 
a wle, whereby the inward true ſpiritual worſhip 
of God is figured out; as the Apoſtle to the He- 
brews declates., that all are but patterns of heavenly 
things wh ; therefore God will not be wor- 
fhiped at «lem, .the City wherein the Temple 
and all the external ſervice was, for theſe things 
were not forever ; but Feru/alem ſignifies the Tem 
ple of peace, which is the body of Jeſus; by ofte- 
ring which , he made an everlaſting attonement 
for {inners,, an abſolute peace betwixt God, and 


finful rebellious man, and by faith therein will he 


be worſhiped for ever. 

Now whctt 1/ra:i came to worſhip God, they 
muÞ& have an Altac to offer ſacrifice on, and a " 
bernacic 


__— 
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bernacle wherein to meet to perform their wor- 
ſhip, afd that was builded in the wilderneſs, and 
a Temple muſt Solomon build for that Service in 
Jeruſalem, concerning the Altar they are com- 
manded to build it of unhewen ſtazes, for if they 
lift up a tool upon it, it was polluted ; and con- 
cerning the Temple it is faid, when it was reared, 
there was no ſound of any tool heard in ſetting up 
that mighty and beautiful Building ; which figures 
out plainly the work of Jeſus, even the work of 
Regeneration powred upon us abundantly through 
Jeſus ; wherein if we do any thing, we pollute it, 
if we joyn any thing with him, we are fallen from 
grace; and therefore alſo Jeſus was born ofa pure 
Virgin that had not known man, to ſignifie, that 
man muſt not meddle at all in it; it 15 Gods own 
work , he worketh all our works in us ; he works 
in us both to will and to do of his own good plea- 
ſure : And this was alſo figured in commanding 
1ſrael not to yoak' the Oxe atd Afs together, nor to 
weave linnen and woolen together ; that the 
whole work of mans ſalvation , may be from his 
free grace in forgiving ſins; ſanctifying the ſoul, 
giving a new heart and a new ſpirit, 'renewing the 
mind, waining the affections from this world, and 
drawmg them to' himſelf; whereby man may be 
wholly employed in praiſing the Lord, end doing 
good unto his neighbour, living in ſobriecy, tem- 
perance and chaſtity, relieving the poor and nee- 
dy, comforting the afflifted, communicating with 
the Saints, and ſympathizing with all, both in well 
and woe. | 
And for. the huilding of 'the Tabernacle, God 
calleth. Bezglerl., and Abolia), and giveth them 
| M 2 wiſdom 
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wiſdom to work in gold, and filver,. and braſs, and 
ſet precious ſtones, and all curious workmanſhip , 
. * for the making of the Tabernacle , which fignifi- 
eth the Miniſters, that they muſt be called of God 
and indued withwiſdom, for the work of the mi- 


niſtry; its not humane Learning, nor any natural 


endowments or abilities, that makes man fit for 
that work; all thoſe things and all wiſdom of this 
world, yea, and the words that mans wiſdom in- 
venteth muſt be layd aſide ; that man may preach 
the word in demonſtration of the ſpirit and pow- 


er of the truth ; for it's Jeſus only that makes us | 


able miniſters of the New Teſtamenty not of the 
Letter but of the Spirit ; as Pal teſtifies, and ovr 
Saviour himſelf alſo tells his diſciples, @ the father 
hath ſent me, ſo ſend I you, freely ye have received, 
Freely give, all that Preach out of natural or acqui- 
red wiſdom, preach nothing but the Letter, and 
are like the falſe Prophets, and falſe Apoſtles, and 
asthe Lord teſtifies by Feremiah they ſhall do the peo- 
| Ple nogoeod;, no, they ſhall delude all that receive 
their doctrine for the word of Aficaiah to Ahab is 
fulfilled in thew, the Lord hath put a lying ſpirit 
into all their mouths to ſeduce them, and this is 
the righteous judgment of God upon the world,be- 
cauſe they will not, receive the Miniſters of the 
truth whom he ſends, but kills ſome, and ſtones 
._ Others, and evil intreats all his ſervants, and have 
Itching ears and heap unto themſelves Teachers 


after their own luſts ; and will not ſuffer ſound do- | 


ctrine , and- turns from the truth, and are given 
to fables; Alas is it not ſo now? that there is 


ſcarce a Miniſter that doth not accoun: it the or-- | 


pament ol his miniſtry , to bripg in poetical ficti- 


ons | 


ofter the ſacrifices of Prayer and praiſes, or mini- 
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ons and fabulous Hiſtories? and do not the peo- 
ple love to have it ſo? when they account him 
that moſt abounds in thoſe things, the molt lear- 
ned andable miniſters. 

As for the Tabernacle wherein God pives his 
preſence, and accepts of all ſacrifices, it figures 
the broken and contrite heart that believes in Je- 
ſus, for with ſuch the Father and the Son will come 
down and dwell, and this is the ſacrifice which is 
always acceptable in his ſight ; and this all the 
ſlain beaſts did figure ; for the beſtial, ſenſual, yea, 
and rational nature, is ſlain in that man, his wiſ- 
dom is confounded, that he may live no longer 
to his own will and luſt, but jn ſeif-denyal, ſubmit 
wholly tothe will of God; forall other ſacrifices 
without this are an abomination to God ; but here 
is the Ark with the teſtimony of God, in the moſt 
Holy ; forin this mans heart hath God ingraven 
his la v with his own hand, and it is become his 
delight to meditate therein night and day, and he 


"1s freed from the curſe thereof, for above the 


Ark is the Mercy Seat, w:th two cherubims, hea- 
venly Angels from whence the Lord giveth forth 
all his commadments to 1/rael, to wit, God ap- 
pears in Jeſus that fountain of mercy, to reconcile 
the world to himſelf ; even to bring all his elect 
his true I1/racl, into love and unity with him 
through Chriſt. 

Andat the door of the Tabernacle of the con- 
gregation is the laver that Aro and his ſons may 
waſh their hands and feet therein, before they go 
to miniſter before the Lord, leaſt they die, to fig- 
nie that none ſhall enter to Preach the word, and 


M 3 ſter 
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ſter Jeſus in his Sacraments, unleſs he be waſhed 


by Jeſus, even upon the penalty of eternal death; 
wherefore Jeſus tells Perer plzinly, if I waſh thee 
not, thou haſt no fellowſhip with me ;, as the Lord 
ſmote UVzza, becauſe he tonched the Ark, and 
wasnot a Leyte, for the Lord will be fanctifd 
jn all that come near him, as alſo in Nadav and 
A-ihu. 

And in the Holy place is the Altar for offering 
facrifice , even the Burnt offering and the Table 
with its ſhew-bread, and the candleſtick with its 
ſeven lights, figuring plainly , the giving up df 
man andall that is in him unto God, as a whole 
Burnt offering laid under curſe and condemnation, 
by Gods Holy ſpiritual Law, becauſe his heart, 
and from thence all his ations are carnal and wick- 
ed, and brought in this condition into the houſe 
or tabernacle of God, there is bread upon theta- 
þle to feed his ſoul to eternal life, to wit, Jeſus 
who 1s the true bread that came down from heaven 
and gives lite unto the world; and there is the 
candleſtick with its feven lamps, to wit, the Ho- 
Iy Ghoſt, or the ſeven. ſpirits of God, ( which 
give light to all the Churches) to guide him in the 
ways of truth for ever. Whence it is manifeſt, 
there is no food to the ſoul of man but Jeſus, and 
this is conſtantly in the houſe of God, and this is 
eaten not only in receiving the Sacrament, but in 
coming to Jeius and believing in him; therefore 
he ſaich, he that cometh to me ſhall never hunger, and 
be chat believeth in me ſhall never thirſt , and what is 
the coming to him , but that the foul caſt off all 
things (that before he counted gain, and whichall 
the wiſe and Religious of the world account true 


wary” 


— 


ed 


Tighteoul- | 
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righteouſneſs) r0 be loſs aud dung fr the excellency 
of the knowledg of bim , as Paul did, and therefore 
with the Church to cail him the Lord qur righte-- 
ouſneſs, aud where the ſoul is united to him by 
faith , or made fons of God by adoption, there 1s 
the Holy Ghoſt ; that living golden candleſtick 
with all its branches ; which reprghves the worl 
of ſin, righteouſneſs and judgment ,, and leads a 
believers intoall truth ; and that ſoul that is not 
fed with the bread or true manna , and is not led 
by this light into all the ways of life and truth , he 
never came into the houſe of God ,, never knew no 
betrer faith, than thar of the devils; nor ever 
wrought any works but thoſe of hypocrites, for 
he that ſaith he hath fellowſhip with God and walks ut 


da kneſs, bt lies, and there 15 no truth in him. 


The Prieſt that ſerves in this Tabernacle or 
Temple the Houſe of God, which figures the ſoul 
that out of ſelf denyal in a broken and contrite 
heart believers in Jeſus , muſt have all his gar- 
ments finely wrought of gold and blew ſilk, and 
purple, and fcarlet, and fine twined linnen, and 


' ſet with pearland precious ſtones in gold, on his 


ſhoulders and on his heart. And his feet ard hands 
muſt be- waſh*d when he comes to miniſter in this 
boly place, which ſignifies that he muſt preach the 
word of life and comfort to none, bur to theſe loſt 
poor, naked, and hunger-ſtarved ſouls, and unto 
them he muſt miniſter nothing of his own conceit 


. or humane wiſdom , that is filthy, that muſt be 


waſtwd off, but he muſt preach our Lord Jeſus 
the power and wiſdom of God, to both Jew and 
Gentile; Profeſſor and Profane, far off, and near 
the ſpiricof God ſent by his interceſſion , and all 
M 4 the 
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{he fruits of that holy ſpirit, the: works and ope. 


#3tions of the hands-of God , that all holineſs may 


Le aſcribed unto the Lord. And all this glory 
muſt be figured out by theſe outward things, that 
upon every glory there may: be a defence, and all 
che wiſe and religious of the world may be admi- 
ing theſe exte#nal things, and ftriving to conform 
themſelves unto the precept in the outward man, 
and to imitate ſuch things, and never know that 
all the ornaments of a Chriſtian is the hidden man 
of the heart ; and that the vail is upon every many 
heart in reading the Old Teſtament, which vail is 
takenaway in Chriſt, and that the Law and Teſti- 
monies of God are bound up and ſealed among his 
diſciples, and hid from the wiſe and prudent of 
the world ; that they may be treading and tramp- 
ling in the outward Court, which is given to the 


Gentiles tobe trodden under foot ; heathens that | 


live in the world without God, and therefore ne- 
yer enter into the Holy place to offer up them- 
ſelves to God, and to be fed and enlightned by 
him, much leſs do they come into the Holy of 
Hollies, to have unity with God through Chriſt. 

- * "The Sacrifices alldid figure the ſacrifice of Je- 
ſus, as the Apoſtle to the Hebremy declares, there- 
fore as there was no fin, of commi(ſ. tar orſſion, or 
tonerauce, bu there nas a ſacrifice appointed for it ; 
this ſignifies that not the leaſt ſin can be taken a- 
way but by the facrifice cf Jeſus, through faith 
therein onely is, every fin expiated ; and whoſo- 
ever thinks to doit any other way, or to jayn his 
works or any other thing with him, he deprives 
himſelfofall, he loſes all ; for Chriſt ſhail-profit 
him nothing: Again, when the ſacrifice yas laid 

| on 


Difficult Texts ty Exodus. 153/ 
on the Altar, and all things in readineſs, the Lord 
ſent firedown from heaven which did perform the 
ſacrifice, which fire was to be continued 'in the 
Temple that never muſt be ſuffered to go out, and 
ſo was continued till the captivity of Babylon; Na- 
dab and Abibu ſons of Araon that brought other 
fire, were ſmitten down to death: by the Lord 
ſuddainly, to ſhew his jealouſie ;, to ſhew that it 
is a great abomination to think that any thing can 
avail to the ſanifying of the ſoul of man, but 
that whichis from himſelf. 

And for the food of 1ſrae! amongſt beaſts, fowls, 
and fiſhes, ſome are appointed as clean unto them 
which they may feed on, but others unclean , 
which they may not eat of , as alſo they are for- 
bidden to eat the fat or the bloud of their facrifi- 
ces, all which things are taken away by the co- 
ming of Chriſt, as Paul teacheth, that they ſhoul4 
eat whatever was ſet before them, making no queſtion 
for conſcience ſaks ;, 2s alſo the Lord taught Peter 
by the viſion, to call nothing unclean; and there- 
fore it's manifeſt that the clean creatures did fi- 
gure the Lord Jeſus, who is that meat that feeds to 
eternal life : And the unclean things figure mans 


works, ways , Wiſdom, inventions, zeal, righte- 
[1 that proceeds from him; for 


ouineſs, Cc. 
theſe are all unclean becauſe he is unclean, as our 
Saviour teacheth by parable , rhe evil rree canner 
bring forth good fruit, and the Apoſtle ſaith, zo him 
that 18 unclean even the very conſcience is defiled. And 
therefore it is ſaid again, he that roucheth any un- 
clean thing , or toucheth him that hath touched any 
xnclean thing is defiled;, which figures unto us, that 
they onely are clean, whom Jeſus hath called, and 

p 10 
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ſo ſeparated from the world , that they muſt not 


ſay a league , to whom others ſay a league , nor 
fear their fear, nor have any communion with 
them in their unfruitful works of darkneſs; and 
theſe that are called the unfruirful works of dark. 
{sare not only rioting, drunkenneſs, ſwearing, 
eucſin,,, whoredom, thefts, murders, rapines,and 
the like ; lewd courſes of profane perſons, but 
alſo the zeal, wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and 
- prayer, Praiſes and all religious exerciſes of hy- 
pocrites, for all theſe are abominable in the ſight 
of God, and therefore unfruitful to their ſouls. 
The Prieſt alſo is appointed to judg between 
the leproſie and other ſores or ſpots in the skin; 
and he is to pronounce him that hath the leproſie 
unclean, ws he is to be ſhur out of the congrega- 
tion or camp of [/raet till he be cleanſed ; by le. 
profie is figured out fin, which ſeparates the heart 
of man from God, and Gods people, and this is 
to be judged by the Prieſt, for the Prieſts lips 
ſhould preſerve knowledg, which is in judging be- 
twixt that which is of Gad, and that which is of 
man, which finks ſo low down.and is of ſuch ſprea- 
ding nature, it corrupts man and all that he touch- 
es, lies or fits on ; and the cloath that fie wears, 
woof or warp. and the houſe helives in, there- 


fore ſacrifice muſt be offered for him, and he muſt } 


be cleanſed by the Prieſt ; even by our high prieſt 
our Lord Jeſus; before he be admitted into the 
congregation of the Lord; and this teprofic muſt 
be diſtinguiſhed from other ſores, ſpots or ſcabs, 
to wit, the luſt of the carnal mind, from the ſins 
and failings of Gads people; for though they 


commit fins as fowl as others, as David's Adul- | 


ter} 


Gn and 


| 


| 
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tery was, yet are they not unclean, they muſt not 
be caſt out; the Lord Jeſus hath cleanſed them, 
and received them in, and God will vifit their fin 
with ſcourges, and fatherly correction; but his 
everlaſting loving kindneſs will he not take "+ 


from them. 
By the like Figure to Leproſie, are ſet forth 
Iſnes of Man or Woman their great InfeCtion, 
and their Cure. Iſſues figuring out the ſinful na- 
ture, and the Cure figuring the free Grace of God 
in Jeſus, whereby the ſinner believing in bim, his 
heart is purified, mortified tothe world, crucified 
in the fleſh, and all its affeCtions, his Soul is juſti- 
fied from which he could not be juſtified by the Law 
of  Meſes, his words and ways direCted by the Spi- 
rit of God, that Iſſue of Sin is dried up, and he 
is given up to God, to delight in his holy Law,and 
meditate therein night and day, that as his Iſſue 
of ſin did pollute all things that he fate on, or lay 
or ſpit upon, or toucht, or that toucht him, or 
any of his reſting places ; ſo now by the Grace of 
God, all his words and his ways may be to the 
praiſe of God, the edification of the Church, and 
all the Angels in Heaven, and Saints on Earth, 
who are all made Kings and Prieſts to God , may 
rejoyce at his Converſion, and cry, he isclean, he 
1s clean. 92s 
Then comes the: Doctrine of the Scape-Goat ; 
whereby all the 1ſ-acl of God is ſanRified, OF 
two goats preſented unto God, the one muſt be 
offered unto God , as a Sin-offering, and that is 
Man, that is conſtrained to fall down before the 
Throne of God, and confeſs -he is a ſinful ſinner, 
even a mals of Sin, ſo was conceived, and fo hath 
continued 
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continued adding fin to fin, there 1s no goodneſs 
inbim, he is dead in fin: The other is the ſcape- 
goat, even our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; the Prieſt muſt 
confeſs all our fins upon his Head ; then preaches 

e Chriſt truly, when he lays all our iniquity upon 
"7 and that by his ſtripes we are healed, ſend 

im away into the wilderneſs, into the Land of 
forgetfulneſs, let him carry al} our fins, that they 
may never be remembred againſt us any more, and 
let him remain in the wilderneſs, and all the Saints 
of God with him, the Children which God hath 
given him ; for he and they are counted a ſtrange 
thing unto the Wiſe and Religious of the world, 
and rejected as the ſcum and off-ſcowring of all 
things. All the wiſe and prudent cannot find them, 
they _— among the zealots, holy, religious 
ones of®rhe world, but they are in the wilderneſs, 
as the Divine ſaith ; God hath given them wings 
of Gold, whoſe feathers are of the word of Truth, 
and they fly into the wilderneſs, from the face and 
fury of their Adverſaries, and yer not to flee from 
perſecution ; for to ſuffer for his Name, is their 
Crown and Glory; for their Redeemer and Com- 
forter 1s with them to wipe all tears from their 
eyes, and grve them joy-in Life and Dzath ; for to 
them 70 live i# Chriſt, and to die # gain. 

No J/raelite mult kill Bullock, Lamb or Goat, 
unleſs he firſt bring it to the Poor of the Taber- 
nacle tooffer an Offering unto the Lord, or elle 
blood ſhall be imputed to him, and he ſhall be 
cut off from his people. Our Saviour tells us 
himſelf, that he is the Door, and he that enters 
not by him, is a Thief and a Robber ; but he that 
Enters by him, ſhall go in and out, and find mw 

| or 
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for his Soul : And what isit to offer an' Offering ' 
to the Lord, but to give up himſelf to God by faith 
in Jeſus? + This is that which ſanCtifies the Crea- 
tures, our Meat and Drink, and all things that 
we enjoy, unto us ; for he that believeth, hath ſet to 
his ſeal that Gods true, and is paſſed from deatht 
life, and ſhall not come under condemnation ; but 
that believeth not., is condemned already, becauſe he 
hath not believed the record which Ged hath given 
of his only Son; he is cut off from the 1/rael of 
God. 

On the contrary, an 1/rael:te, or a Sojourner in 
Iſrael muſt not eat Blood with the Fleſh , for the 
Life of the Fleſh is in the Blood; but the Blood 
muſt be offered upon the Altar, to make an Atone- 
ment for the Soul. What is.it, but that man muſt 
not have his Life from the Creature, his joy, peace, 
and comfort in earthly things, as Riches, Plea- 
ſures, Honours, whatever the world can afford us ? 
All muſt be offered upon the Altar, even account- 
ed loſs and dung for the excellency of Jeſus; all 
muſt be ſold to purchaſe that pearl, that hid trea- 
ſure, and the field wherein it lies; for when man 
believes not in Jeſus, but lives on the life of the 
Creature, as in the world without God, all his of- 
fering is unto Devils, after which his heart hath 
always gone a whoring from God ; he is the child 
of the Devil, and his luſts he will do; he worſhips 
and ſerves the Creature more than the Creator , who ts 
Ged bleſſid for ever. | 

He thar offereth tothe Lord, muſt offer of a free 
mind, and his Offering muſt have no blemiſh, nor 
be blind, broken, or maimed, lame, or withered, 
nor have wen, ſcuryy, or ſcab ; what is this, = 
tnat 


— , 
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that he muſt be renewed by the changing of hig 
mind, that hecall not the Service of God a burden, 
but thar he delight ro do the Law; and then that 
he offers not his Prayers , Praiſes, or any thing 
that he can do; for all his Service is imperfe©, full 
f blemiſhes, his righteouſneſs as filthy as a men- 
—_ cloth, his prayers abominabte ; bur that he 
bring nothing to God but Jeſus;he is the only Lamb 
without blemifh, the Child of obedience , in his 
mouth is found no guile, in him alone God is well 
pleaſed, and by his Sacrifice of himſelf, he pur- 
geth all our fins, and perfecteth for ever all that be- 
heve therein. | 


_ The making difference in Beaſts, Fiſhes -and 


Birds, calling ſome clean, and ſome unclean, for 
Iſrael to feed upon, ſignified the' Prophets or Mi- 
niſters, and the DoCtrines that mans Soul ſhould 
receive and feed upon; fo that if 1/rael touched 
but any uncleanthing, he ſhould be unclean ; fo 
if man receive and obſerve any Doctrine, but that 
which ſets forth Jeſus to be all in all to the Sonl of 
man, all ſuch hearing, and the righteouſneſs that 
he performs thereby, and he, andall is abominable 
in the ſight of God, as Paul teſtifies, when the falft 
Apoltles had taught that it was neceflary to ſalva 
fion to be circumciſed, and to keep the Law, ke 
tells them, if any of them was circumciſed, he was 
4 devtor to the whole Law, Chriſt ſhould profit him no 
thing ; and if any ſought to be. juſtified by the Law, 
be was fallen from Grace ;, and the Lord teacheth 
Peer by a clear Viſion, to call no man unclean, to 
wit, to account no man unfit or unworthy to hea! 
the Goſpel of Jeſus ; for that*s the Doctrine that 
makes all clean, as our Saviour faith to his Diſci- 


| 


ples, 
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Ples, Now are ye clean through the Word that I have © 
ſpoken to you; this is the tive food rhat teeds to 
erernal life. 

That which ſome teach, that whereas 7/rael. is 
forbidden to eat of any Beaſt which doth not both 
divide the hoof, ard chew the cud, that it ſhould 
fignifie mans dividing the Word aright,. and med]- 
tating in it, this is abominable Doctrine ; for it 
attributes wiſdom and righteouſneſs to man, that 
man ſhall pleaſe God with his Zeal and Holineſs 5 
for every teſtimony of Truth declares man and all 
his doings to be unclean, and God only to be good 
and gracious , and to be provoked by man every 
day, and that Gud is true, and every man a liar 
and the Miniſter that preacheth this Do@rine, is 
to be received, becauſe he brings glad tidingsto 
us ; Blefſed are hs feet that ſaith to Zion, the Church 
and People of God, thy God reigneth ;, but he that 


teacheth any goodneſs to mans Soul by his wiſdom 


or great knowledge in the Scriptures, or by his 
righteouſneſs, zeal or devotion, he is curſed ; for 
he is of the Leaders that cauſe :he people to err ; 


* yea he caſteth a ſtumbling block before the bling, 


and cauſes them to go out of the way. 

The Rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abirarm, 
and all the great men that were with them, Cap- 
tains of the People, men of renown, fhew unto 
us wherein Rebekion of man lieth;, for they {aid 
to Moſes and Aaron, whom the Lord had choſen, 
Ye take tco much upon you, ſeeing all the Congregation 
35 haly, every one of them, and the Lo:d 15 among 
them : this is the rebellion of man, that he accounts 
men holy for their religious aCtings, ad efteems 
not man becauſe God hath choſen him ; man will 
not 
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not underſtand that all goodneſs proceeds from 
God, and that-it is the election of God that makes 
man differ from others; as the Apoſtle, What 1/- 
rael obtained not , the Eleftion hath obtained; but 
man is ſo blinded by his eſteem of external religi- 
ouſnels and zeal, that righteouſneſs of man accord- 
ing to the Law, that he knows not that the righ- 
teouſneſs of God is by Faith, which is a free gift 
of: Gods free Grace, neither knows he then that 
live therein; as our Saviour faith by the Pro. 
phet, 1 and the Children whom thou haſt given wt 
ere a ſtrange' thing to both the houſes of Iſrael. See 
what a ſtrange thing this was; theſe were the on- 
Jy worſhippers of God, yet knew neither Chriſt 
nor his Saints ;' and ſo Paul ſaith, that the true Fen 
hath 10 praiſe of men ;, yea , men are ſo far from 
praiſing or appproving of them,” thar they hate, 
and perſecute, and kill th:m, as the Pſalmiſt faith, 
All the day long are we killed for thy Name ſake, and 
accounted as ſheep for the ſlaughter. 

Aarons Rod budding, and bringing forth ripe Al- 
gnonds, when the Rods of all the other did not bud 
«at all , figures out the efficacy and fruitfulneſs cf 
the Miniſtry of him that is truly ſent of God; how 
it prevails, as the Lord ſpeaks by the Prophet ; « 
tbe rain that falls down upon the earth, returneth nt 
in vain, but watereth the earth, and maketh it fruit- 
ful, ſo my word ſhall not return in vain , but ſhall ac- 
compliſh that whereto I ſent it ; as at the Precenn 
of Peter, that day on which the Apoſtles receiv 
the holy Ghoſt, three thouſand were converted; 
and-when he preached at Ceſarea,the Gentiles were 
converted, and by Philip the Eunuch, and by the 
Apoltles Miniſtry, there were added to the _ 

aily 
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mM | Aaily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved :*Butof FOR 

es | he faith, theſe Prophets ſhall do theſe people ne" good; 

ſ- | and again, they ſew pillows undt? every elbow, they 

t | daub with are Mortar ;-thty preach pleaſing 

- | things, they give lifero the wicked , and make ſad the 

- | hearts of the rightcons. ' And' whence is all this ? 

i- | "They that are ſent of God, preach Gods. word 

| | faithfully, and make known the whole Counſel of 

it | -God; but the other teach theDivination, that is; 

> | the gueſſing of 'their own brain; they gueſs but at 

re it; they think it is ſo, they have read ir ſo in ſome 

; learned mens writings, 'ſuch'a place of the Sctip= # 
ſtood ſo ;” but-rhe 


e 
I- ture they think muſt be under | 
i man of God ſays, Come and” fre' what God hath done 
w | for my ſoul. That man whom the Lord batfttri- 
n | lyconverted, 'ean'tell what he was before he way 
3 converted, and all the Scriptures that diſcover 
l, the ſinfffneſs 'and wickedneſs of man, bea 
4 witneſs ' unto him , and he* knows what Go 
hath-done for-him by Jefus; -and'all the Scriptareg 
p that teſtifie the Mercies of 'God 1n 'Jeſus, bear 
d witneſs unto him ; therefor&' he ſpeaks certainly 
f what he teacheth*; for he hath the teſtimony of his 
1 own Conſcience, and the Word of God to con- 
; firm it; two great Wirneſles, by which every thing 
t ſhall be confirmed. ' So he' that Teceiveth that Do- 
b Arine, it is the very word of Truth; it is Teſus 
the living word of Gad, it makes hint a Son 'of 
God; for of bis own will begat be us by the word of 
| Truth; and being Sons, he gives the Spirit of his 
' Sorrinto our hearts, which mortifies the Deeds of 
the body ; and if Coriſt be in us, the body is dead be- 
raiſe of fin, and the Spirit is Life for righteouſneſs 
ſake: here is both mortification and -ſanctififation 
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+ much knowledge and blind zeal, that they ca 
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$euced out by the ripe Almonds which Aaron; rod. 
'bore; but the rods of all the other Princes of 1/7 af 
pay. a not forth a Bud; for God had not calle 
Por choſen them to the Prieſthood, though they 
could murmyr againſt rhe Tribe of Zevs, whom 
God had choſen: fo did the falſe Prophets and 
falſe Apoſtles againſt the true ; and ſo all Miniſters 
that thruſt themſelves into the Miniſtry, with their 
natural wiſdom and acquired abilities, and think 
they can teach better than thoſe that are ſent of 
God ; and they fill the ears of their hearers with 


talk as Angels, and expound dark Sentences, aud 

ive their goods to.the poor, and their body to he 
ks þ and yet are but like ſounding braſs, they 
doall to be ſeen of men, and to receive praiſe and 
honour of men; theres not one bud of Faith, 
2a works by Love, no mortification ofthe fleſh- 

y.mind to the world, no quickning of the deſires 
to God , no ftep: toward a new Creature ; the 
Lord hath made. them like a wheel in the Spinſters 
Hand, that runs faſt all the day, and is no further 
at night ; yet muſt they perform their task, and 
bear the Burden and Heat of the day ; they labour 
and toilin the very fire for very vanity ; happy 


is that Soul that leaves them there, though he tra- | 


vel from Eaſt to Weſt, to ſeek unto 4 true Mint 
er ſent of God, andcaſt out by the world. 
The Feaſts and ſolemn Aſſemblies which God 


Eaveto- 1/racl, were firſt the Sabbath ;: a day for 
man to reſt from all his works, to ſerve the Lord, 
gures Out ourceaſing from confidence in our owl 
works of righteouſne(s, to believe ip Jeſus to (ale 
vation, as is before declared. | 

| | Second!y, 


$- | 
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Secondly, The Patsover , which figures out our 
deliverance from Satan and Sin (as 1/rae! was then 
delivered from Pharaoh and Egypt ) to direct our 
courſe towards Heaven, as If a:/ did then towards 
Canaan. 

' Thirdly, Thb Feaſt of unleavened Bread figu- 
red out our beliering in Jeſus, or feeding on him 
alone, that we leaven it not with our own wiſdom, 
or - ways Of righteouſneſs , bur come to him ( as 
helpleſs as the Prodigal or the Publican *in our Sa- 
viours Parables) under the burden of Sin crying 
for mercy. 


Fourthly , The Feaſt of firſt Fruits figures out - 


the giving of our ſelves asa kind of firſt Fruits up- 
unto the Lord, the fruit of his free grace, which 
teacheth us to deny all ungodlineſs, and to offet 
up our ſelyes even body, ſoul and ſpirit unto the 
Lord, that we may die unto fin, and live unto 
God. 

Fifthly, The Feaſt of Nh#rſuntide , when ſeven 
times ſeven days are paſſed over, the Spirit of God 
is given to his Diſciples, and the year of Fubzlce, 
when every one of /ſrael muſt return to his Inhe- 
ritance, when ſeven times ſeven years are paſſed 
over, figures out unto vs the liberty of the Sons 
of God, the true //raelites who are in captivity 
under Satan and Sin, that they cannot ſee unto the 
end of the Commandment; for the Vail is over 
all hearts in reading the old Teſtament , which 
Vail istaken away in Chriſt; and where the Spi- 
rit 1s, there is liberty : thisis the reſtoring of eve- 
ry true [ſraelize to his own inheritance, to wit, 
that he worſhip God in Spirit , and be led by the 
Spirit into all Truth ; by which Spirit the Ru 

| N 2 QE 
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of all Nations hear the wonderful works of God 
every man in his own Language, to wit, every 
prophane perſon hears how God ſpeaks unto him 
in particular, extoliling-his Law, and making it 
honourable, in condemning all his living 1n luſts 
and pleaſures of the fleſh, forgetiul of God and 
all his Mercies, yea, neglecting. contemning, or 
lightly efteeming all tke ways of Godlineſfs or Re: 
Jigion, and brings him under Curſe and Judgment, 
the wrath and fiery indignation of God againſt 
Sin. So the Profeſſer hears the voyce' of God, 
that makes the Earth to quate,and ihakes the foun- 
dation of the mountains, ſo applying Fudgment to 
the line, and righteouſneſs to the plummner, by his 
Lav that is holy, ſpiritual and good, rnat all his 
wiſdom. is fount to be carnal, ſenſual and deviliſh, 
and all his righteouſneſs as filthy as a menſtruous 
cloth, 2nd he a Hypocrite, fo. his foundation is 
ſhaken, and his Building falls, curſed as Ferichs, 
neveT to be raiſed again, becauſe it was not ground- 
ed on the rock of ſtrength, even ſelf denial and 
faith in Chriſt ; and then every ſoul of profeſſor 
and prophane of Jew and Gentile, of wiſe and 
fooliſh, of young and old, rich and poor, far of 


and nezr hear the wonderful works of Godin Je- | 


ſus, who gives them true repentance, and unfain- 
ed faith, that they may hear the voice of te Tur- 
tle in their Lend, to wit, the voice of the ſon of 


God in their Soul, even when they are deadin | 
fin, they that hear may live no more to the luſts | 


of the fleſh, or their own will, but to the will of 
God, which is their ſanCtification. 
Sixthly, The Feaſt of blowing Trumpets, to- 


wit, of r ejoycing in theſe wonderful works of Gog, | 


as 
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as Iſrael blew Trumpets when that high and ſtrong 
wall'd City of Fericho was thrown down by the 
mighty power of God; ſo will every Soul of man 
rejoyce, when that ſecurity of his mind, that care- 
le eſtate which is made ſo ſtrong, and builded ſo 
high by his. Wiſdom, and Providence, and Reli- 
gion , is. caſt down by Jeſus the power of God 
therefore it is needful that this' Feaſt be kept con- 
tinually, towit, that every believing Soul rejoyce 
in the Croſs of Chriſt only, whereby heis mortifi- 
ed unto the world, and the world to him, 

Seventhly and laftly, The Feaſt of Taberna- 
cles. Now when the Fleſh is crucified , and his 
love to the worid mortificd, it is fit for h1m to 
live in Tabernacles or Booths, not: to build fair 
Houſes, and think to m:ke his Name great on 
earth, but to account himſe!f a ſtrangerand a pil- 
grim on the earth, and to ſeek. witn Araham (the 
Father of Believers ) for a City aud Habitation, 
whoſe Founder and Builder 1s God. 


FOSHUA. 


AVER Moſes is dead, & Foſhua is made Leader 

of 1/rael,then is Rahab of Fericho.a Harlot,an 
inn-keeper, and all her Family converted unto 
God ; wherein Foſhua figured-out Jeſus, by whom 
there was no difference made between Jew and 
Geatile, Profeſſor and Prophane ; but the Hearts 


— 


| of allare purined by Faich in him; and their con- 


verſiqn by the ſecret power of God, without any vi- 
hble means figures out that- work of God whereof 
the Lord Jeſus ſaith, No man can come to me, except 
tr Father which bath ſent me, draw him: thisis that 

N 3 draugat 
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_ whenir covered all the Banks, and a fair dry way 


tan, and brought us oat of darkneſs into his mat 
vellous light, and liberty of the ſons of God, a 


draught of Love whereof the Spouſe faith, Dray 
1, and we will run after th:e ;, and this is that band 
of Love that is ſtrong as Death, without which no 
preaching nor teaching, nor any wiſdom or power 
of man can convert any Soul. | 

Secondly, Joſhua lifts not up his Rod upon the 
River Foraa», as Moſes did upon the Sea, but as 
ſoon as the Prieſts feer thar bore the Ark, were 
dipped in the water , Fordar 1s divided, though 


is made for 7/-ael to paſs over; which figureth out 
the converſion of Souls by Jefus, which is not by 


force and compulſion, but by ſhedding abroad hi | 


Love in mens hearts, he overcomes all oppoſitzon, 
turns hearts from luſt, envy, pride, and felt-love, 
ro {elf-denial, and love of God and man, even 
enemies; for he quencheth not the ſmoaking flax, nt 
break:th the brurſed reed, but yet he bringeth ju: 
ment #nto vitfory. 

Thirdly, Then muſt 7/-ael rake twelve great 


ſtones out of the midſt of Fordan, and there build| - 


an Altar to offer Sacrifice to the Lord ; which 
guresout the offering up of a man unto the Lord 
both Body, Soul, and Spirit, as a holy, quick and 
acceptable Sacrifice to God which is our rea(6 
nable Service, becauſe he hath xgedeemed out 
Souls from death and thraldom to fin and S% 


he brought 7/-ael out of Egypr, the Land of dark 
neſs and boridage, into the Land of Canaan; and 
tliis muſt remain for a perpetual memorial, tht | 
the Lord himſelf hath done it, that as [/-ae! muſt 
not attribute it. to their Bow, Shield, Spear 0 
= je 1 multitude 

| 
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multitnde of men, to obtain that Land, ſono man 
may think that he is faved by his own wiſdom, righ- 
tcouſneſs, or zeal, orany goodneſs in himſelf, but 
by the mighty power and free mercies of God. 
Fourthly, Now muſt there be a Chriſtian Bat- 


tel, or a Battel of Faith, whereby is manifeſt how 


fooliſh the ways of God are in the eyes of men ; 
armed men walk, but ſtrike none; Priefts blow 
with Trumpets ; what conld the men of 7:7ichs 
think? what would they ſay among themſelves ? 
what do theſe men iatend to do? can they throw 
our ſtrong walls down with looking at them, and 


| blowing Trumpets? what blow they for ? they 


have not got the victory yet: is not this a ridicu- 
lous way ? what ! the ſecond day after the fame 
manner ? yea the third, fourth, fifth, ſixth, 
all after the fame manner ? O ſtrange ! But the ſe- 
venth day cotnes, the Lord's day ; then 1/rael la. 
bours bard, but ſtill in the Lords way ; not to uſe 
their own ſtrength or wiſdom, bat to wait on him 


| for the manifeſtation of his power; and when 


they have done ſo, ſhout, and down falls the wall 
round about Fericho; Iſrael hath nothing to do, 
but go inevery one ſtreight forwayd, and behold 
the deſtruction of their enemies, and rejoyce in the 
Lord : And this figures out the life of a Chriſtian, 
the life of Faith, which is a continual warfare 
2gainſt Satan and Sin, and the Chriſtian is armed 
with the whole Armor of God , Truth , 'Righte- 
ouſneſs, Faith, Hope, Patience, and the Sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God; and 
herein he walks and ſtrives not. The Miniſters of 
God goon and preach-the Goſpel, ſounding that 
Trumpet of peace ; and what ſay the wiſe Build- 

0 Fee uy $ N 4 ers, 
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ers, the ſtrong ;rehgious ones,, who are touching 


the righteouine(s of doing, blameleis; yea andin 
ſuffering too, perform much, ſtrive to outſtrip 
all ; what ſay they among; themſelves ? what will 
theſe Hereticks do ? theile Antinomians, that caſt 
off the Law. and all obedience toitz yea , and to 
the Goſpel too; for our Saviour and. his Apoſtles 
command and exhort to Prayer, and all godly dy. 
ties, as well as believing ; but theſe men are for 
nothing but Faith -and free Grace, and that they 
may live as they liſt, they may continue 1n fin be. 
cauſe they are not under the Law,but under Grace; 
yea. they muſt do evil that good may come thereof, 
for they ſay, where Sin abonnds,, Grace doth + 
bound much more : yea, faith Paul , ſome affirn, 
that we teach ſo, whoſe damnation 1 juſt, But ſay 
theſe holy ones, high in their own conceit, if they 
will. overcome Satan, and Sin. and the World, 
they areſtrong enemies, they muſt up and be do- 
ing ; Believing 4s good indeed, but that will not 
do al] the work, it muſt bea working Faith, Faith 
tat brings forth fruit : its not ſaying , I believe, 
but as F4;es faich, Shew me thy Faith by thy work, 
Yes, yes, faitigghe Truth , but art not thou 10 
blinded by thy own high conceits thou knoweſt no 
works but thoſe of Hypoccites, nor any Falth be- 
ſide that. of the Devils; as were the Phariſees? but 
The Ciiriſtian regards not what they ſay , for he 
knows they have a Spirit of contradiction, and al- 
ways refit the holy Ghoſt ; -but he goes on from 
day to day, ſaying, the knowledge of God is to0 
wonderful for me, I know not what will be the end 
of theſe things; but holy Father, thy will be done; 
but i belieye thou wilt cauſeall things to work t0- 
| perher 
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gether for the good of thy Church, and ſo goes on 
believing, Waiting, hoping from day to day, till 


Gods day come, the ſeventh day, the Sabbath, or 


reſt of God, that he muſt enter into his reſt, and 
ceaſe from all his- works, as God did from his; 
and then he goes chearfully on in the ways of God, 
and refiſts the ways of mans wiſdom {even times 
more than before, and ſhouts for joy with them 
that keepholiday;for he is filPd with joy and peace 
in believing, the love of God hath drawn his heart 
after him,therefore in Faith and Love works he the 
work of God, and ſuffers with joy whatever is the 


will of God; and thus the Devil is overcome;,that 


ſtrong armed one is ſpoiled of his Armor, and caſt 
out by a ſtronger than he, even the Lord Jeſus, 
who alſo deſtroyed the works of the Devil ; for 
thus are thoſe ſtrong and high walls of Iuſt and 
malice, and guile, pride, and covetouſneſs, and 
all manner of Hypocriſie caſt down, and the Soul 
is filled with all the fruits of Faith, Hope and Cha- 
rity, and all the riches of worldly wiſdom and car- 
nal righteouſneſs, is an execrable thing, if any 
Heart deſire it, and fo ſteal and hide it in ſecret, 
to make himſelf rich by it, he muſt be ſtoned to 
death, for he cannot live among Chriſtians, but 
defile them; for his Soul is not purged from loye 
of the world by faith in Jeſus. 

Fifthly, Under 7oſhua they conquer by the pre- 
ſence of God among them, fo that, they ſubdue 
one and thirty Kings, and the Land is divided a- 
mong them ; but yet they drive them not all out, 
tough the Lord told them, that if they drove 
them not all out, thoſe that remained would be 
goeads in their ſides, and pricks in their eyes, and 

n yet 
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yet it was Gods pleaſure that ſome ſhould remain, 
to teach his people war, leſt they ſhould forget 
him, and live in _ and careleſheſs, and this 
figures out the ſtate of Chriſtianity plainly ; for 
through Faith in Jeſus, and the preſence of God, 
they prevail much againſt their enemies, even the 
remprations of Satan,the luſts,aftections & paſſions 
of the fleſh, the follies and vanities of the world; 
but they ſubdue not all, and thoſe that remain are 
'goads in their ſides, and pricks in their hands, 
and this is the will of God, that his Servants may 
be exerciſed in meekneſs and patience, and that 
their Faith may be tried as 1n the fire', that they 
may be inured to ſufferings, and ſtand always upon 
their watch, girt about with the whole Armour of 
God, to reſift Satan till he fly; this is the War that 
z Chriftian ſhould conſtantly be exerciſed in, and 
wherein he ſhould deſtroy all, as Sau! was cor- 
manded to deſtroy the Amalekites, and if they do 
not, they will be rejefted of God as he was; and 
if they take of thefe execrable things , they muſt 
be ſtoned, as Achan was ; and this is the war which 
1s figured by all the wars of the ſervants of God; 
for other wars they ſhould not meddle in ; for they 
ſhould purſue peace always , and undergo all affli- 
ctions and perſecutions with patience, therefore 
for this war our Saviour exhorts, If any man have 
7wo coats, to ſell one, and buy a Sword; which is 
not meant by a material ſword, for of that he faith, 
he that ſmites with the ſword, ſhall periſh by the ſword, 
but it ts meant” of the word of Truth, which is the 
Sword of the Spirit ;, and by ſelling his coat to buy a 
{word, is not tobe underſtood of theſe temporal 
things, and tradings in them, but ig as that of 7 "\ 
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ab, Buy Milk without money or price ;, which is aSifit 
ſhould be ſaid, hunger for it,& receive it of the free 
gift of God, and ſo to fell the coat is meant, nor 
to hunger nor deſire earthly things, though neceſ- 
fary for this preſent life, as our Saviour exhorts, 


care not for to morrow , and take nocare ſaying, what 
ſhall we eat and drink, , and wherewith ſhall we be 


cloathed. | | Ms . i 
FUDGES. © 


He Book of Fudges ſhews plainly mans ſinful 

nature, that as 7/rael, if they had not a Judg 
raid up of God, guided by the ſpirit of God , 
ſtrengthened by the prefence of God, they fell to 
Idolatry and all wickedneſs; So is natural man 
void of the ſpirit of God, and wanting the pre- 
ſence and help of God, runs into all wickedneſs , 
chuſeth any pleaſures or vanities, rather than the 
ſervice of God, yet will he havean Idol, evena 
name of God, a form or ſhadow of religion, an 
external worſhiping of God, Fafts, Feaſts, ſolemn 
Aſſemblies, Prayer, Praifes, Sabbaths, Holy-days 
Circumciſion, Baptiſm , Sacrament , Covenant , 
Light within, any thing that he can makea ſhew 
of Religion and Zeal, in doing it or in the man- 
ner of it, any thing that requires notan inward 
hidden orn2ment, a ſpiritual worſhip, a broken 
heart, a loaden conſcience, a wounded ſpirit, 
when the Lord writes theſe great things to him , 
they are connted as ſtrarige things, theſeare the 
works of God for mans falvation; for firſt he 
wounds the foul becauſe of fin, then he heals, faves, 
ſanCtifies of his free grace , therefore 


Secondly, 


Secondly, Tos Book dec:..r-'ggthe jult judgments 
of God, b<caule of fi.., firſt he foriaxes them, then 
are they as a woman forſaken of her husband, ſhe 
is withour' iruit, wichout comfort, withour. ſuc- 
cour, every one is ready to wrong her and oppreſs 
her.: Or as children without Parents, none to 
maintain them, their neareſt Relations rob and 
ipoyl them of their rights and intereſts : Second- 
ly th@Lord gives them into the hand of their ene- 
mies, yea, raiſes up enemies againſt them, as 1/- 
rael was given into the power of their enemies 
- round about them, ſo isthe ſoul given up to hs 
ſpiritual enemies, Satan's temptations the world's 
vanities and fleſhly Iuſts, till he be brought into 
great diſtreſs, that he is forced to remember from 
whence he is fallen, and call to mind the mercies 
of God, and to confeſs his ſinfulneſs and unwor- 
thineſs,andcry untothe Lord in his troubleztherefore, 

Thirdly. This Book ſets forth the mercies of 
Gd, that ſtill continues to be gracious,that wheq 
man returns in the day of his affliction, he ſees 
him afar off, for he ordered iheſe unto him long 
before, therefore he doth not upbraid him with 
his wickedneſs, but falls upon his neck and kiſſes 
him; he 1s not an angry Jude, but a loving fa- 
ther, and appears in Jeſus to reconcile ſinners 
that are gone from him, and riſen upin enmity 
againſt him through Satan and fin, even to draw 
them to himſelfagain with bands of Iove-; it's not 
man that reconciles God to him, but God recon- 
ciles man to himſelf through Jeſus, in whom his 
fins are forgiven, his ſoul ſanCtified, and he de- 
hvered from the power of Satan , and made con- 
gueror over all his enemies ,therefore, 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly. This Book ſets forih the mighty pow- 


_ er of Chriſt in Believers, by the example of the 


Judges; who were figures of Chriſt in-their great 
ſtrength, and in the ſtrange and unlike ways, as to 
mans wiſdom improbable and impcſſible, yea and 
ſometimes altogether againft the laws of God gi- 
ven to 1/rael, wherein it may be faid ofthe laws , 
as our Saviour ſaid of the Sabbath, rhey were made 
for man, not man for them, as Sampſon mult: take a 
wife of the Philiſtims, and love a harlot among 
them, and he kieth a thouſand men with the jaw- 
tone of an aſs, and he tak:s three hus ared foxes and 
tyes' prebrands betwixt their tails , pulls up. and car- 
rLes away the gtes of a city, pulls, aown & mighty 
Temple , on the top whereof three thouſand men c. 11d 
ſtand; Shamgar ſlew ſox hundred men with -an Oxe 
goad, Gideon with three hundred men deſtroys the ene- 
mies that were inumerable as graſheppers on the'earth ;, 
All theſe things do figure unto us, che ſtrength of 
a Believer through faith in Chriſt z whereof Paul 
ſaith, 1 can do all things through Chriſt ſtrengthening 
me: andagain, he hath made us more than congue- 
rors ;, whereof Davidalſo glories murh, 4s that b 
him he could leap over a wall, and (mue all h's ene- 
wies ;, and that he taught his hands to wa , and his 
fingers to fight ,, that with his arms he could break even 
a bow of (teel, | 
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RUTH. 


FE Hiſtory of Rath the Moabiteſs, who for- 
ſook her own Countrey and Kindred, aad Fa- 
ther 


174 An Erpolition of the 
ther and Mother , and all to come to truft under 
the wings of the God of -//-ael as Boaz ſaid, and 
follo none of the young men,, but clave to 
Boaz, the Kinsmen , who by the Law gf 1/rae! was 
totake her to wife ; figureth out plainly the con- 
verſion of the ſoul of man from all things that are 
near and dear unto him by nature, or by the tea- 
ching of man; or by his own conceiving, as Ri- 
ches, Honors, Pleaſures, Forms of Religion,ways 
of wiſdom, works of Righteouſneſs, and whatever 
the wit of man can invent, to get eſteem in the 
world, or to procure peace of conſcience, to be- 
lievein Chriſt whereby he ſhall haye trouble in the 
world, but in Chriſt he ſhall haye peace with Gad, 
and in his own eies he ſhall be of no eſteem ; but 


as 2 babe that muſt have all from the nurſing mo-' 


ther, ſo he muſt have all from God in and by 
Chriſt, for except an rctewve the kingdom of heaven 
as a littlechild , he ſhall by no means enter therein; 
as onr Saviour faith; And in this condition fol- 
lows no fleſh pleaſing ways, as joyning his.own 
works of righteouſneſs , or endeavours after hoy 
lineſs, or Keeping of covenant, or pure form of 
Baptiſm, or right way of receiving Sactament; or 
celebrating Sabbath, or imitating godly Predecef- 
fors, or waiting of a Light within, or expecting a 
triumphant ſtate of the Charch in this world, or 
any the like conceits of men, but cleaving to 
Chriſt ; by whom he ſhall be made fruitful in all 
true good works, of faith hope and charity, and 
' yet with him he ſhall ſuffer reviling and perſecuti- 
on in the world, even to death as'a traytor., ſedu- 
cer and Heretick as he ſuffered. 
To eſteem that Rath married to Boaz, and _ 
th 
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the Pſ/almiſt inthe 45 P/al. when he ſaith, bearken 


O daughter , conſider aud incline thine ear, forget alſa 
thine own people and thy fathers bouſe, ſo ſeal the 
King have pleaſure in thy beauty; that therein he 
ſpeaks of the daughter of Pharaoh King of Egypt, 
married to King Solomon , that theſe and ſuch like 
Texts, are predictions of the calling of the Gen- 
Tiles, and that wve may have comfort therein, be- 
cauſe we are Gentiles, and not of the ſeed ofd- 
braham, are meer fopperies and fooliſh conceits 
of men thatarewile in all the Learningsof Religi- 
ous men, as Pau! was by his education nader Ge- 
z1aliel, but know not the work of God upon their - 
ſouls, the regeneration poured on them through 
Chriſt z and therefore as Paul was, before that 
Chriſt appeared to him, a Phariſce, a hypocrite, 
a hater of God and Chriſt, and therefore a perſe- 
cutor of him and his Saints, ſo all theſe conceits , 
will render men no better; and they that reap 
comfort in = my but that, they are regenerate 
through Chriſt; and thereby their names are writ- 
ten in the Lambs book of Life, they do but fteal 
the tryth from their neighbour , they rob God of 
his glory, for all his glory is that Believers bring 
forth much fruit through Chriſt, and they that ex- 
pound the Scripture any other way, but-to teftifie 
the wicked, corrupt, fooliſh, perverſe, finfull, hy- 
pocritical nature of man; and the love, mercy, 
and goodneſs of God to finful man, in and through 
Chriſt z pouring out regeneration npon him,forgi- 
ving ſm, renewing his heart, fanCtifying his ſoul, 
juſtifying him by tree grace, and guiding him by 
his Holy Spirit, he perverts the truth and turns it 
to a he, and detudes his own ſoul, as it is faid = 
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all the high Prieſts, Scribes, falſe Prophets, and 
falſe Apoſtles, the Leaders of. my people cauſe them to 
err ; and that this work of God isſpoken of by tht 
Pſalmiſt in that place before mentioned. ſo ſhall. 
the King delight in thy beauty ;, is manifeſt by that 

which follows, for he is the Lord thy God, and wor- 

ſhip thou him ;, this was not King Solomon, but King 

Jeſus, who is King of Kings, and'Lord of Lords, 

34 in whoſe cies that ſoul onely 18 beautiful}, thit 

forfakes all natural and acquired endowments, to 

cleave, onely- tohim; as Abrabam the Father of 

the faithful, forfook Uz of the Oha/dres, the city 

Where he dwelt, and all their Idolatrous Religt- | 
on, to follow the catt of God from nation to natf- 
on,and live as a ſtranger and pilgrim in the world, 
Having no ſure abiding place, bur. ſecking a City, 
whoſe Founder 'and Builder is God; If God had not 
call*d him he had remained an Idolater, delighted 
1n the pleaſures of the fleſh, ſecking the riches and 
honours of the world, and glorying \in his form 
of -will-worſhip,as others do ; If God had not gnt- 
ded him, he had gone from the ways of God, to 
his own fleſh-pleaſing ways, if God had not pre- 
{ſerved him, he had been overthrown by the temp- 
tations of the enemy, and' the delightfulneſsof 
ſinful and hypocritical courſes , 2s much as others; 
for that of Pau! might have been as truly faid to 
him as well as to others, what haſt thou, whicli 
thou haſt not received ? therefore 'it was only be- 
teving that was imputed to him'for righteouſnels; 
and though he wrought great works of righteoul- 
neſs, yet he lived by faith as- Zabbak:k faith, 
the juſt ſhall live by faith; and as Paul faith of him? 
ſelf, the life I now {rue in the fleſh, T live by the faith. | 
of the Sa; of Gol. SAMUEL 
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MW | N' the firſt Book of 'Sammel, we have firſt the | 
'g Hiſtory ofhis Birth, wherein we' have Elkana's 


ls, two Wives, the one fruitful by mature, ſcorning 
at | -het chats barren, the other barfen can bear none 
© | bytby the gift of God, praying toGod in her bar- 
e | reqneſs, and' magnifying God's' great*mercy for 
ty | hef fruit , and giving up her ſon utito the Lordts 
2 | bea ſervantat his Altar for ever, which- plainly 
* | figures out the two hearers of the word our Savi- : 
d, oiir ſpeaks of ; one hearing the word, but doth it 
)z | not, and he is comparet to'a fair Houſe, bnt is 
0 | boilt upon the fand without a foundation, the'other 
hears the word and doth it, compared ro a houlſe-” 
nd | whoſe foundation is digged deep and layd upon 
a | the'Rock, though-in the wiſdom of the world it - 
Ns to' be altogether "contrary, for- the * 
tf fruicful woman might ſeem to ſignifie the doer of © 
'&- | theword; yea juſt like the Scribes, Phariſees and- 
p- | Sedducees, aff hypocrites they Wete great doers, 
of | they faſted and prajeds and pay tythes , and” 
[Sz gave great Alms, but all to be ſeen- of men ; there- ' 
ore our Saviour poureth'out cutfes upon them, as 
cli} he*did upon the Fig-tree, that had leaves and no 
e- | fruit ;' bur thebarren woman'\isſhethat hears: the - 
's; | wordofGodanddoth it, for ſhe brings forth the 
uſ- | mighty works of God, firſtPrayer from an afflift- 
It, | ed foyl and a wounded fpirit, a ſacrifice which 
ny | God will neverrrefuſe. Secondly, unwearied pa-- 
# | tience in waiting upon God's good time and plea- 
"0 Q ſure, 
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ſure, Thirdly, a ſtedfaſt faith in che mercies ofthe 
moit nigh with which-js joyned true. humility, 
proceeding;toa L_ ſelf deiyal of any good. 
neſs or worthinels. in.her\{(@lf.: Laſtly, a heart en- 
larged tothe praiſes of Gcd for ever, as appea- 
reth evidently, in,þer,Song. This is.chat true hea. 
ring.aad doing of he word , when-the other ge 
thers-many Rules, and precepts, lines. and leſſon 

out, of theword,. and; are bulie, perforniers of the 


ſame ;- but all is bu a fruitleſs hearing ;and not do-" 
ing; a- Building, without a foundatzon, a ſowing. 


to. the fleſh, .and they reap..corruption, for he 
_e S rottenneſs, and the ſeed duſt, as the. Prophet 
aitn.-” IVA * - ori ad af 5:64 i 
-In the ſecond place, we have.1 he caſting of-Ek 
and eſtabliſhing, S#mel, as. the. Prophet of God; 
Els ſucceeded in order from Aaron, but Samuel was 
of the tribe of Ephraim, which: figured out.the cal- 
ling of God , that is not boundto, a kindred, but 
will chuſe whom he pleaſeth, ,as:our Saviour faith 
to. Nichodemus, the wind bloweth where ut liſteth, and. 
thou heareſb the ſound thereof , but. hnomeb not, whenge 
it 'cometh, nor whither it goeth.,, ſo 1s every one that- 
is born of the ſpirits all the wiſdom-of:man cannot. 
erg ho is the man of ng, nor a he wo | 
than another, why.-7so0b, not.,E/as, for before 
they were born, and. therefore Fer they had 
done good or evil ; the: Lord ſaid Facob have 1 lo, 
ved, | and Eſau have 1 hated; 1/4as (their. father, 
though: a.man of God, yet knew-nothing but would 
have'blefſed- Eſan;;-So-the Apoſtles of our Lord 
Jeſus,- when 7«das was fallen, and WT that Je 
ſus had- choſen. twelve, to make yp the number , 


thought good to chuſe two of them that had Ar 
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with the Lord and ſeen his miracjes' and heard his 
doftrine, they knew not, whether; he would have 
the one of thoſe two ,. yet they pro@ed to caſt 
lots.and pray, but the Lord will nor be limited, 
tie ſendeth one thatwas .eyen then perſecuting all 
that call upon Mm with rage and madneſs ; bur he 
that ſills thexaging [ as, caſts abit in his jaws, and 
ahook 11" hs noſt; 31s, anu brings the blind wretch back, 
by & way that le hath riot. known ,” and makes him of a 
cruel per ſicutor , a woſt mighty; Preacher of the Goſpel, 
and he is:received andnimbred- among the. Apoſtles: 
So is Samuel. known. to- be. a faithful Prephet of 
God, as well a#.high Prieſt, and no fault is attribu- 
ted.to El; but that - he corrected not his ſons, and 
SanmdtPs ſons are alfo faulty; ſo thar*the calling of 
God doth nct ſycceed from the father to the ſon ; 
therefore Paul teacheth , that the true 7/rael is not 
they that are the'ſeed of Abraham after the fleſh, 
but inthem that walk in the ſtepsof the faith of 
Abraham, thoſeare the heirsof promiſe, for God 
hath called them ; for-whaS#ht calleth, chem he ſunc- 
tifieth, therefore alſo it-is written, what 1/-acl hath 
n0t obtained, the Eleftion hath obtained. 

In the fourth Chapter is a glorious manifeſtati- 
on of the Idolatry - of mans hearr, that honoureth 
and feareth any thing that he can ſee, rather than 
the living God ; 1/-ael.put. their confidence in the 
Ark , a veſlel of wood, the workmanſhip of man, 
that can neither ſee nor hear nor move, but as 
men cartyV.. and the Phili/tsms fear it, and there- 
fore God ſhews his glory upon theſe [dolatrous 
people, the Iſraelites that truſted init, they are 
deſtroyed and cheir Ark, wherein they placed their 
hope, is taken and carried away ; their High 

Q 2 Pricit 
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Prieſt El; and his two ſons all fall down to death. 
The Philiftsns that carry it away and ſet it by 
their God Sinking they had gor a great prize, a 
new God that would do great things for them , 
they and their God ſuffer great plagues till they 
are forced to ſend it home again wich ifts ; Thus 
men both Fews and Gentiles, IſraeF and Philiſtims, 
worſhip for God, that which is no God; and 
thus God confounds the wiſdom of the wiſe, and 
befools the underſtanding of the priident, there- 
- fore the Prophet faith, wiſdom 'periſheth from the 
prudent ggand councel from the man of ynderſtending. 

In the fifth Chapter, the Ark of God being ſet 
by Dagon, the Philsftins Idol, it falls down and is 
broken, the face, the beauty of it is ſpoyled, bur 
the Phbiliftims patch' it and fet it np/ again ; this 
plainly figures out mans form of Religron which 
is his great Idol, when any manifeſtation of Ged's 
preſence comes in, it falls down, but man's heart 
is ſo Idolatrous , thathe js not thereby moved to 
turn to-the living GA but he will repair it and 
Tetit up again ; hewitt not fay there is no hope, 
he hath not theunderitanding to lay, it conld not 
ſave it ſelf, how ſhould it ſave me; but he accounts 
he hath not been zealous and careful _—_ he 
will amend his ways and be more zealous for the 
ways of Righteouſneſs ; but he will nor yield that 
> Righteouſneſs is filthy, and that he is delv- 


{n the ſixth Chapter the Philiftims ſend the Ark | 


home again, in a Cart with two Cows that had 
Calfs ſucking on them, and ſhut the Calfs up and 
let the Cows into the way , none driving them 


to ſee whether they would go ſtraight on the on 
wa 
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way; which they did, lowing as they went ; where- 
by is the power of God figured out unto us in man, 
that is converted unto God, the cows lowing ſhew 
their remembrance of their calfs , and their natu- 
ral deſfireto be with them ; but they are carryed 
on by. the power of God in the ftraight way to 
Bethſhemeſh in the Land of Canaan; fo is it with 


| man, he remembers his old delights in carnal and 


worldly ways, as Iſrael remembred the fleſh pots 
the Leeks and Onions which they had in Eg ypt , 
and loathed the wanna the heavenly food, which 
God gavethem ; and would have made them a cap- 
tainfand returned into Egypt; ſo with man there's 


, nothing but the mighty power of Gcd to carry” 


him onto the heavenly Canaan, in crucifying the 
fleſh-with all luſts and affections , and mortitying 


' bis great love td the world; man would feed ow 


theſe ſtill, and not live by faith in Jeſus. 1/rael de- 
ſires a King that they may be like other nations;, 
this is that which is the great matter with the 
mind of man ,: to be like other men, therefore all 
are joyning themſelves into ſome ſociety of Religi- 
on , and are glorying in the greatneſs of their 
company, in their form of Religon , untill the 
work of Regeneration be wrought upon the ſoul 
and then man regards not ; if there be not offe 
that he knows that will joyn with him, yet will ke 
cleayeto it, and not only ſo, but allo be ze2!0us 
for it; (as it was with Elias) he knows there is 
buta very ſmall number; that the Lord calls out of 
the numberleſs number of Idolaters in aay nation, 
and thoſe - fcattered abroad, to be ſought and 
brought together to the worſhip of God from eaſt* 
and welt, north and ſouth. 

Q 3 Tis 


- 38, © An Expyſition sf the 
The firſt.King given to 1/rael is Saul, a propper 
perſon, taller than any man among them,thisplea« 
ſes. map well, and when the King of Ammon op- 
reſſed 1/rael, he ſhew?d himſelf valiant, and gives 
Fim a great overthrow, this pleaſes very well, and 
when jome; oppoſed and ſpoke againſt his being 
King, though others would bave ;had them pu- 
niſh?d, he would not ſuffer it ; this was very com- 
mendable and honourdble, \S«muel appointed him 
to ſtay feven days and he would come to himts 
offer ſacrifice z but in the mean. time , a mighty 
Army of the Philsſtims came againſt him and ter- 
Tified Sas Army, ſo that many fled away from 
him ; and it was the ſeventh day and Samael came 
not, therefore Sal. offered a burnt offering”, and 
this was moſt commendable efall, to be careful to 
Prepare to battel and to be Religious, not togo 
before he had made ſupplication to God; this was 
moſt commendable in the way of reaſon, and in 
the ſight of. men , but not in the way of faith,. nor 
in the ſight of God ; for he requires faith and pa- 
tience, that man wait on him till all helps fail, and 
all hopes be paſt, and regard nothing but to ſtay 
till his time come, and know that his time 'is the 
beſt time; for it's written. in the mount. w:1/ the 
Ford be, ſeen ? to wit, in the height of all extremi- 
ty-, or .in the depth of all diſtreſs, and when he 
comes he will give his people deliverance and con- 
found ail their enemies,and get his name the praiſe; 
He appears not to deliver 1/7ael out of Fgypt, till 
the King have 'commanded to deſtroy all the! miale 
children , thztthe name of 7/rael might be utterly 
Extinguiſh'd from cff the earth; then-makes he 
the ſmallcſt and moſt contemptible of his creatures 
F | FR 3 5 : -+ x2» 3... © 1 ma 
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to: plague Pharyob-and all Egypt. as frogs flyes, 
Lice, and Caterpulers, deſtroys all cheir, ar{t-born, 
and drowns him and all his men of war in the red- 
fea, where he gave his people paſlige as upon dry 


land F So he appeared not to. deliver the three 


children, till they were in the midit of the hot 
fire, nor Daniel till he was in the Lyons den. -. » 
Bur in the next place we haye a. batcel oi faith , 
for to mans that believes, Ggd's power 1s always 
preſent, O-that men coul:1 ſee the wonderful works 
of Gad; and learnto diſcern betw x: the works of 
man, and theworks of God wrought in man, or by 


man ;  Fonathsn the ſon of Seal . Fonathan mighty 


in faith, .regards not the Phils/tams thirty thuuland 


chariots, and fix thouſand horftmen and ſouidiers, 


innumerable like. the fand, on. the Seaſhore; bur 
ſaid to his Armour-bearer. : come let us go over to 


th.ſe wicircumciſed., it may be God will work w-t9 ns, 
none can let;the Lord to ſave with mary or with fer , 


we will ſhew our ſelves to them, if they ſay, come up to 
$a, we will go np, for the Lord hath azlivered them 


#nto our hands, this ſhall ve a ſign unto us;, O valtant 
man, but two youth men againſt ſo many thouſands | 


O wonderful faith ! well mizhr our Saviour 1ay, 20- 
thing is impoſſible to him that believeth ,, how little 
is.chis regarded, yea how little is that eleventh 
Chapter tothe Hebrews regarded, where the Apo- 
ſtle atrributes all ro faith, that all the godly feed, 
did either in the way of righteouſneſs or in miracu- 
lous works : And now O Preachers, Speakers, de- 


.clarers, inall our zealous forms of Religion , c1- 


ther ſay nothing cf it. or oppole it, or teach that 
nothing can be done by it, except ſomething be 
Jayned with it ; but they ſhall 2ll periſh as duſt be- 

| | O 4 fore 
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fore the'wind, for God that is himſelf faithful ang 
true, hath eſtabliſhed it as the only firm and ſure 
Bond, whereby he hath bound poor ſinful man to 
himſelf, and himſelf to man through Chriſt, and 


therefore will never fail him that believes ifhim; 


whereof the Pfalmiſt gives many teſtimonies. 
But on the contrary, in the next place Saul is 
ſent by the command of God, tq deſtroy all the 
Amalekites and all that ever they had, to ſpare no- 
thing, and God gives him: victory.; yet he ſpares 
» Agag the King, and the better ſheep and oxen, fat 
beaſts and lambs, and all that was good, andde- 
ſtroyed only every thing that was vile, and nought 


worth, and what is the excuſe ? to offer them unto 


the Lord, O gallant Religion , they that have 
ſinful, unfaithful hearts and minds, abound moſt 


in external works of Religion; as Phariſees made | 


longeſt prayers, gave. greateſt Alms, kept ſtricteſt 
faſts, were moſt deyout in obſerving Sabbaths, but 
mercy. faithfulneſs, and judgment, they know no- 
thing of; Soas Forathan was a clear figure of the 
Believer, who through faith in Jeſus, is more than 
conqueror over all the temptatfons of Satan, luſts 
of the fleſh, and vanities of the world : So Sawlis 
* anevident figure of the Hypocrite, who makesa 
great ſhow of godlineſs, but his heart is bound 
down to the world ; therefore Saulis caſt out, and 


David is the fon , ofwhom it is faid, that he wa | - 


a man after Gods own heart ; and Samuel being ſent 
to anoynt one of the ſons of Jha, when his eldell 
{on came before him, being a tall and comely per- 
ſon, he faid, ſurely the Lord's @nomnted is before him, 
but the Lord ſaid look, not upon bim, I have refuſed 
him, and thenis layd down a general Rule forell 

Divinity, 
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Divinity, God ſecth not as man, for man looketh on 
the 9 , appearance , but Ged beholdeth wy 
for if. we look on the outward appearance of Da- 
vid; he was an Adulterer and a Murderer, and a 
confider. in the multitude of his men , when be can- 
ſed the people to be numbred;, buthe had a heart moſt 
true, moft humble, moft loving, moſt faithful, moſt 
ſpiritual, .as appeareth in his Pſalms, Ob what 
broken hearted . confeſſions of his ſins? what low 
thoughts of bimſelf ? yea bow abſolute ſelf- denials? 
how tenderly prays he for all, even his enemies ! bow 
firong and admirable teſtimonies of his faith in God's 
mercies ! what myſtical and ſpiritualWotFrines be itte- 
_ reth? wherein he caſts off the firſt covenant ; to 
wit, the Law, the covenant of works, and pub” 
ſhetht the latter covenant, even the Goſpel, The 
covenant of Grace; as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews 
expounds it, ſaying, he takes away the firſt, that be 
may eſtabliſh the latter ;, wheredy be divides all a- 
right, giving bread tochildven, ard ſiripes for the fools 
back,, as Solomon faith, even all the mercies of Gad 
unto ihe Believer , and all the dreadful judgments up- 
ox the wicked, as 1n the 109 P/al. and many others; 
, thatthe unrepentant ſinner might be awaked out 
of his careleſs ſecurity , by the judgmeat, curſe , 
wrath, and fiery indignation of $0d. againſt ſin- 
ners, Poured out upon them in his. Holy Law ; 
. andall the mercies and comforts of God in Jeſus , 
might be freely given through the Goſpel to ten- 
der hearted Believers. 

And as David wasa child and beloved of God, 
{o had he the childs part, whereof the Apoſtle 
ſaith, every child whom the father loveith be chaſts- 


ſeth, tor how many, how bitter, afflictions had he? 
| atrer 
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after the Lord call?4 him*'for.h' thac he was gnoin- 
ted King of 1/-acl; his brother 'envied him; after 
he had ſlain Galiah, and was famous in victories, 
Saul purſued him fo terribly, thac his mighty faith 
in God ſhrunk, that he f:id, one day I ſhall fall by 
the hands of Sanl; and ſought for relief of Achiſh 
King of Gath. and there !o ſave his life, was forced 
70 fain hmſclf mad; what ſorrow had'he that he 


was the cauſe that all che Prieſts at Nob, and all | 


char pertained to them ſhould be {[ain ? afterwards 
got ſuch favour of Achiſh, thathe aſſigned him 
Ziklag for him and his men to dwelFin, .then the 
Amzilekztes fell upon the Town and buirnt it,/and 
carried all the people priſoners, while he with his 
nan were abſent, his wives'werecarried away.,and 
the people were ready to ſtone him: and Though 
he drove away the Phils"ims and relieved Kelah a 
city of Zadah, yet the governours of Ke:lab would 
deliver him into. the hands of Saul , and when he 
was inthe wilderneſs of Ziph, the Zypbims betray- 
edhbim to Saul, what ſorrow had he for the death 
of Jonathan, ſo loving and faithful a brother to 
him? And whep he was received for King of 7«- 
aah in Hebron, Abner SauPs General, ſet up ſhbo- 
 Pethone of Saul"s ſons King over Iſrael, how'great 
wars had he wfth him a long time? and all this 
was Treaſon, becauſe he was anointed 'of Samuel, 
to be King of all Iſrael after Sau?s death by the 


command of the Lord, and alfo had it by prom.{e 


trom Saul for ſlzying Goliah. 

' And'when Abrer came to deliver up the King- 
dom to him,” Foab ſlew A-ner treacherouſly, ſo that 
he had great ſorrow for rhe death of Abrey ; after 
he is made King over all 7/rael, his wife a 
; I iM 
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him for dauncing before the Ark of God,” accoun- 
tif "it light carriage, his Ambaſſadors ſent to 
comfort the Kiftg of Ammon after the death of 
his father, (who had ſhewed kindneſs to him) are 
baſely abuſed ; then is he overcome by remptati- | 
on.and falleth into grievous ſins, for which, being 
reproved by Nathan, he hath exceeding great for- 
row, and his child dieth ; and Ammon one of his 
ſors taviſheth bis daughter Tamar, for which Ab- 
ſalom,, another ſon killeth Ammon, for which De- 
vid baniſheth Abſalom, though he was his moſt be- 
loved ſon. Yet after two years he was reconciled 
tohim ; but he forthwith"by treacherous means 
aſpireth to the Kingdom, and having with ſubtle- 
ty, g#pthe fayour of the people, and riſethupin 
open arms againſt his own father, (let every one 
take heed of loving a ſoft over highly) David is 
forced to flee, then comes out one of the houſe of 
Saul, curſeth him and calleth him murderer ; in 
Battel Abſalom is ſlain, thence hath he great ſor- 
row, becauſe he loved him ſo dearly, then aſſoon 
as he is brought to Ferſalem again, Sheba riſeth in 
rebellion, anddraweth all 7/rael! away with him, 
Foab again killeth Amaſa treacherouſly, whom Da- 
vid had made General, after this he cauſed the peo- 
ple to be numbred, as having confidence in the 
| mulvitude of meri, more than in the living God; 
'| fſothat God ſenta Plague that deſtroyed ſeventy 
thouſand, therefore had he great ſorrow both for 
his Sin, and for that the people periſhed for his 
fault.. Laſtly, Adozijah another ſon, brother to 
Abſalom, aſpireth" to the'Kingdom, and Foab the 
General, and Abiathar the, Prieſt, joyned with 
him unknown to Daz”, and contrary to his _— 
> 2 an 


and all this did the Lord to exerciſe him in faith 
and patience, as he faith, P/al. 39. I became dumb 
and opened not my mouth, becauſe thou d;d/} it. 

la the next place, we have the mighty Prophet 
Elij:b in the days of Abab King of Iſrael, moſt 
wicked, of whom it is faid, tha: be ſold himſelf tg 
commit wickedneſs ; and provoked the Lord more thay 
all the wicked Kings that were before him, and ;narried 
Ferabel a moſt wiched woman, exceeding all in wh: y;. 
dom aid witchcraft, danghter of Ethba4l, King of the 
Zidonians, therefore Elzjab, zealous for the truth, 
makes iaterceſlion againſt 1/rael, and there was no 
rain, but a fierce drgught upon them for three 
years, which cauſed a great famine in the Land, 
which figureth out the preaching of the Lays ef- 
| feCtually ; to bring curſe and judgment nPon the 
ſoul, till he be overladen with fin, and hunger- 
ſtarved for bread ; as our Saviour faith in his Pa- 
rable of the prodigal , God ſent. a famine upon 
the Land where he dwelt, then returns he, and 
ſeeks to his father; ſo 1/rael now ſeeks after God, 
then Elijah manifeſts that he is God and not B« 
al, by ſending fire from heayen to qpnſume the {2- 
crificey ſo man acknowledgeth God is the true 
God, when he ſepds ſuch a heavenly fire into his 
heart as conſumeth all his luſts and ſelf-love, and 
then rejetts all the falſe teachers that led him.jnto 
error, as Elijah ſlew the Prophets of Baal : and as 
Fezabel perſecuteth Elijah, it figures the bardneſs 
of that heart, which, isſet on in wickedneſs ; no- 
miracles can prevail, as our Saviour faith, 1f they 
believe not the wordof God, neither will they believe 
£0ugh one ariſe from the dead; and as Eljah is fed 


by the Ravens, it figures God*s miraculous pow- 
el 
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er to feed his ſervants by any creature, that they 
may never fear ,, for though all men on the earth, 
be againſt them, they ſhall be preſerved, till they. 
have run the courſe God hath appointed them ;; 
the fire muſt not touch the three children, though 
it burnthem that caſt them in, the Lyons muſt 
not devour Damnel fitting all night among them, 
though they tear in pieces all his adverſaries, be- 
fore they reach the bottom of the pit ; when E- 
lijab is ſent to the widow of Zarepharh a city in 
Z1don, it figures the call of the Gerrzles and to give 
them faith, that they may become true Fews, that 
walk in the ſteps of the faitff of Abraham; and he 
raiſing the widows ſon to life ; figures ont. the' 
work of God, which raiſeth them that are dead mm 
fins, and makzs them living ſons of Cod: \But here is 
the glory of the Prophet when he flees from Feza- 
bel, leaves his ſervant, and goes a days journey 
into the wilderneſs alone, fits down under a tree 
and ſays, is now enough ;, Lord take my ſoul, for I 
am no better than my fathers; © mighty man that 
haſt done ſo great things, been ſo zealous for God; 
undergone the hatred and contempt of King and 
people, and fits down under a tree,” where thou 
art baniſh'd into 'a wilderneſs, and ſays it's now 
enough, thou haſt no ſeeled houfe, no company 
of friends, no ſervant'to attend thee, no gold nor 
filver, no farniture, no change of apparel, nothing 
prepared for the time ro come, nay, no provifion 
for the day, no bed or couch to lie upon, no eaſie 
feat toreſt upon, nothing but to lie down on the 
bare carth in the wild defart under a poor tree, 
and yet canſt ſay, it's now enough, Lord tak; my 
foul or life , I amno better than my fathers : O truly 
: 19 humbled 
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hambled ſoul, O mighty confeſſion unto the glory 
of God, as if thou hadſt faid, in that 1 have done 
ſo great things, is by thy gface, in that I have 
been ſo zealous for thy glory is by thy preſence, 
in that I deſtroyed the adverſaries of thy name, is 
by thy preſence, before whom, nothing that jse. 
vil can ſtand, in that 1 have ſuffered fo much, is 
by thy ſecret comforts , it's enough for me, thzt 
thou. haſt honoured me to be thy ſervang in All 
theſe things, 1 have nothing but what I have recei- 
ved from thee. It's thou alone that haſt made me 
to differ from the moſt wicked man, it*s yew enough 
Lord taks jy ſoul, 1 am no better than myfathers, 0 
mighty fajth, that takes away all boaſting, he. that 
hupmbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted, therefore-hath God 
exalted thee:, and» ſent Heavenly Chariots and 
Horſes of fire, and a whirlwind. to take thee up 
into Heaven, and.it muſt be.the glory of the fore- 
runner. of. Jeſus, even of Foku Baptiſt, that he 
came in the, ſpirit and power of Elijah. | 
+. Now an Angel eoming and bringing him Bread 
and Driok.twice, and awaked him that he might 
eat and drink, for he had. a great journey to.ga, 
and that he travelled in the ſtrength of that meat 
forty days and forty nights, unto Horeb the Mount 
of God, figures out plainly the work of the Mi- 
niſters of Truth, who are the Angels of the Chur- 
ches, that miniſter bread of Life, .even Jeſus, who 
is the true Bread that eame down from Heaven, 
and giveth life unto the world, and living water, 


to wit, the Holy Ghoſt, who is that living water | 


that becomes a fountain in our' bellies, that ſatis- 


hes us ſo that we thirſt no more after any thing of 


this world ; and in the ſtrength of this Bread and 
; Water, 


s ® «4 
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water, every one that receives them, walk all their. 
life-time ſtreignt-;to. Horeb the Mount of God ; 
eyen ſtcgjght forward to the heavenly @knaen, 

'In thM« entredinto a Cave, and lodped there, 
it fguzes. out a Chriltian Life ; it?s hjd- from the, 


able to open.the Sealg, nor. 
PE the Ljon of the, Trabe, 


there. is. 
neg | 


of 7ud4b 
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unto themlelyes: . Avery, or of . religious wor- 
ſhippers. make 620d. and Chriſt like. 

wall pleaſed, 7 hzhat farm; 2 o other, as. they. 
are.; ther fey avid | | 

 ſaidſt in thy hearth, F-waz ſuch 4one 4s thou, (0 the 
man of God is ER Cavs but God. ſpeaks to him, 
he hath communjon, with. God, as Fobn faith, Cur 
fellowſbip.is with Ged ;, and the Lord faid to-himz 
what doſt thou here Elijah.? why art thou thus ſepa- 
rate from,men in thjs ſecret ſolitary place? I have 
been jealous for ther Lord God of Hoſts, whereby, 
I hoped to have had focietyeand comfort with 
them that profeſs thy Name and Worſhip, b«t they 
have for ſaken. thy Covenant , broken down thine Al- 
rears, [lain thy Prophets, I am left alone, 'and they:ſcek, 
my life, 'where-can 1 be? I muſt be hid from them 


all; 
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all; here is the cry '6f the man of God unto the 
Lerd, ſore tronbled that the Profeſſors of the 
word and Forſhipers of God, though much 
zeal , and in many ways, yet are all corrupt, all gone 
ont of the way, all become abominable, none that doth 
goed, nonot one; all working miſchief, deſtroying 
the ſervants of God, and making a mock at eyery 


poor ſoul that puts his truſt in God; as David 


complains, then the Lord calls him out to ſtand 
the mount-before God ;, and what is that ? even to 
leave them, ler the wicked be wicked ſtill, arid tht 
unrig hggons be unrighteous ftill, and come Jew awdng|l 
thew ;, and behold the glorioys manifeftation' of 


ir ner where he is not, and: where heis! 
And the 


e Lord went by a mighty ftrong windgrent the 
mountains and break. Rock? nds 5 yo but 
the Lord was rot in the wind , and after that an. 
earthquake, and after that a fire, but the Lord notin 
any of theſe , but after theſe a ſoft and ſtill voice, and 
when Elijah heard it, he covered his face with his man- 
tle, and went out aud flood in the emviny tr of the eat. 


Here is the work of God deſcribed, firſt the fierce" 
wind figures aut, the Law of God, when the Lord- 
extolls it and makes it honourable, it rends aff 
the mountains and breaks the rocks, the. Prophet 
Ia. faith, it breaks the Oaks of Baſan, and Cedats 
of Lebanon; (as David doth alſo, calling it the 


vorce of God) and he expounds it plainly, ro be 
the humbling and abaſing of the heart of man, that 
he be aſhamed of the Oaks and Gardens that he 
hath choſen, that the arm of the Lord only may 
be exalted in that day, but after the wind, there is 
an Earth-quake, the ſame power that cafts down 
his high choughts and hbaughty —_——_— 
MaKes 
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makes alſo his heart to trewhle, as it was with 
the Faylor that came tremblirg to them, whom before 
he had impriſoned and uſed harſhly, «nd f:ll down at 
their feet crying, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved ? 
and after the earth-quake comes a fire, to burn all 
the ſtubble off the ground, and all the Tares that 
are gathered out of the good corn, -to wit, all the 
luſts of the fleſlr, the vanities of the worldly mind and 
hypocrifie of the heart, all are judged and condem- 
ned, bur not rooted out yet; therefore it is ſaid, 
the Lord 1snot inall theſe; forall this is the work 
of the Law, therefore ir is called, the fiery Law of 
Moſes; and it pours out the fierce indignation of 
God againſt ſinners; but then comes a ſoft, ſtill, 
voice, and God is there, for this figures out God 
appearing in Jeſus, who breaks not the bruiſed reed, 
nor quenches the ſmoaksng flax, nor cauſes bis voice to 
be heardin the ſirects , but brings forth judgment into 
vittory ; all the terrible Law coula overcome 
none, but here is victory, here is crucifying of 
the fleſh, mortifying of the world, quickning of 
the ſpirit, here is the giving of a new heart, and 
a right ſpirit within us, here is the ſhedding abroad 
the love of God in our hearts, which begets love 
in us again, both to God and man, even toene- 
mies ; that the righteouſneſs of the law may be fulfilled 
in us, that walk not after the fleſh, but afier the ſpi- 
rit. And now Elzjah veils his face with his mantle, 
and ſtands in theentry of the cave, which figures 
out ſelf-denyal and living in faith, for by f ith we 
ceaſe from eur own works , .and enter into our reſt ;, Cas 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrews teſtifies ) for Jeſns is 
our reſt, as he ſaith, 7» the world ye ſhall have triba- 
lation, in me ye ſhall have peace. . 
a: 
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” be port. th 'of $6 aks and Gardens that he 
hath choſen, that the arm of the Lord only may 


be-exalted in that day, but after rhe wind, there is 


an Earth-quake, the ſame power: that caſts down 
his' high chovghts and bavghty imaginations, 


| 
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makes alſo his heart to tremble, as it was with 
the Faylor that came trembling to them, whom before 
he had impriſoned and uſed harſhly, and fell down at 
their feet crying, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved? 
and after the earth-quake comes a fire, to burn all 
the ſtubble off the ground, and all the Tares that 
are gathered out of the good corn, -to wit, all the 
luſts of the fleſh, the vanities of the worldly mind and 
hypocriſie of the heart, all are judged and condem- 
ned, bur not rooted out yet; therefore it is ſaid, 
the Lord 15n0 inall theſe; forall this is the work 
of the Law, therefore it is called, the fiery Law of 
Moſes; and it pours out the fierce indignation of 
God againſt finners; but then comes a ſoft, ſtill, 
voice, and God is there, for this figures out God 
appearing in Jeſus, who breaks not the bruiſed reed, 
nor quenches the ſmoaksng flax, nor cauſes bis voice to 
be heardin the ſtreets , but brings forth judgment into 
vittory; all the terrible Law could overcome 
none, but here is victory, here is crucifying of 
the fleſh, mortifying of the world, quickning of 
the ſpirit, here is the giving of a new heart, and 
a right ſpirit within us, here is the ſhedding abroad 
the love of God in our hearts, which begets love 
in us again, both to God and man, even to ene- 
mies; that the righteouſneſs of the law way be fulfilled 
in us, that walk not after the fleſh, but afier the ſpi- 
rit. And now Elsjah veils his face with his mantle, 
and ſtands in theentry of the cave, which figures 
out ſelf-denyal and living in faith, for by f 1th we 

ceaſe from our own works , .and enter into our reſt ;, Cas 

the Apoſtle to the Hebrews teſtifies ) for Jeſus is 

our reſt, as he ſaith, /» the world ye ſhall have tribu- 

lation, in me ye ſhall have peace. i 
uy 


796 ." - {18 Expoſition of the 
+. In that the Lord ſend him to anoynt Hazael, 
King of 4raz, who wzs ſo.cruel an enemy to Jf- 
ral. ſhew, after how many ways the Lord ſends 
puniſhment upon ſinners ;, as alſo in that he is ſent 
to anoynt Febs, to deſtroy the poſterity of Ahab, 
himſelf alſo being an hypocritical Idolater, ſhews 
that there is no certainty , that any is a man of 
God ; for that he hath great ſucceſs in wars, or 4- 
ny temporal affairs, or, for that he ſhews great 
zeal in external aftions of Religion. 

But in that he ſends him to anoynt Eliſha a Pro- 
phet in his ſtead, ſhews the continual goodneſs of 
God to his people, that there ſhall be ſtill ſome 
faithful Prophet or Miniſter of the word, but that 
fuch a one hath not his anoynting or power to 
preach the word from Kings, or them that are ſet 
in Authority by them, but from God and whom 
he ſends to doit ;, ſo thoſe that preach or prophe- 
cy by the ordination of man , prezch pleaſing 
things to man, and thoſe that are of God, ſpeak 
the truth of God, though man be never ſo much 
offended at it; as Ahab had four hundred Pro- 
Phets propkecying victory to him at Ramoth Gile- 
ad, only Afichaiah ſhews him that he ſhall be ſlain 
there; And hence Paul ſhews himſelf to be an 
Apoſtle not of man, nor by man, but of, and by 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and ſaith,if I pleaſe men,how 
ſhould I be the ſervant of Coriſt ; fo contrary is the 
way and will of man, to the ways of God. 

In that the Lord faith, him that eſcapeth frow 
the ſword of Hazael, ſhall Jehu ſlay, and bim that & | 
ſeapeth from the ſword of Fehu, ſhall Eliſha ſlay; fi- 
gures out a myſtery , a two fold ſlaying; to wit, 
a taking away the life of the body by aww 
words 
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ſyords, and this is. done either by foreign enemies 
or by civil wars, or by Magiſtrates puniſhing of-: 
fenders; or perſecutiyg Gnds*peopte, this'is hot- 
den forth by the ſwords of H#'.z.ael and 7ehu,, but: 
the ſword of Eliſha is the word of God 'which is: 
the ſword of the ſpirit, which ilays'not mens ho- 
dies but their fins, and/ſo by laying; faves their 
ſouls: to eternal life : thus the merciful Go1-hatfh: 
a hiding place for his people, in the day of deſtru- 
tion, tilt the indignation be paſt, and then he 
wilt work upon Mount Zo», 'and bring his people 
through the fire, that the tryal*of therr faith ahd 
patience may be more precious than that of Goldz 
fo will he puree all the ſons of Zevi, faith Adala- 
chi, whereby he meaneth, all true Believers,whome 
he maketh Kings and Prieſts unto their God; as 
the Divine faith, and Porer calls them a Royal 


Prieſthood. | : RY, 
As Ahab King of 1/-ael had four hundred falſe 
Prophets, and there was only one true Propher; 
Michaiah , ſo it's common in every Land or:Nas 
tion, there's four hundred'; nay it ray be feared, 
four thouſand falſe Prophets or Preachers, for one 
true Miniſter of the word ; of whom the word of 
Michaiah is certainly true; that God hath put 4 ly- 
ing ſpirit into their mouths ;, becauſe they like Ahab 
hate the true Miniſters even in their foul, and have 
choſen falſe Teachers, that will ſpeak- pleafing 
things unto them, ſo they have choſen their own 
delu nous and have believed a he, rathef than the 

[rut hs 
In Eliſha's. curing of Naaran the Syrizm, is the 
myſtery opened firſt waen he bids him go, waſhiz 
Fordan, and thow ſhalt be cleanſed; he flies: into a 
+5 Fage 
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rage and-ſays, behold 7 though: with my ſelf , he wil 
ſurely. come out, and lay his hand on the place and 
call-upox the name of the Lord his God; Thus every 
wan thinks himſelf wiſer than the Miniſter of 
God- and will bave falvation in his own way; 
and as here Naawar would have it done by prayer, 
ſo they think to do all by praying when they are 
wicked and their prayers are abominable in the 
fight of God ; they cannot call upon God, for 
they know him not; for they have not believed 
inthe ſon, and none knows the Father but the Son, and 
they to whom the Son reveals him: Again he ſaith, 
Are not Abanah «nd Parphar Rivers of Damaſeus, 
better than all the waters of [{rael ; So all zealous, 
and religious men ſay, are not our Prayers and 
Praiſes and all our duties, our care,our faſting, and 
all our works of Righteouſneſs, better than belie- 
. ving in Chriſt ? But when he is _—_ and made 
whole , then he knows there is no God but in /ſ- 
rael'; So when man is converted and becomes a 
Believer, then theres nothing but faith in Chriſt, 
that purifies the ſoul, that is well-pleaſing to God, 
all things elſe are ſin: All Praifing, Praying, and 
all other holy things have iniquity in' them, and 
are filthy hypocriſie. | 
When El:ſha inthe great famine by the ftreight 
fiege of Samaria, Prophecyed great plenty that 
| ſhould be the very next day,a great Lord ſaid though 
God would make windows in heaven, can that come to 
paſs * Thus figures ovt the Infidelity of mans heart 
-to the ways of God, as Nicod:mns taid, when our | 

Saviour taught the regeneration, how can theſe 
things be? $95 none will or can believe that faith in 
Chriſt can do it, but becauſe it is plainly A 
| tne 
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the word they cannot deny it ; but ſtil] they cannot 
believe that it 1s ſuſhcient for our ſalvation, they. 
muſt needs joyn ſomething with it ; rhe falie Apo- 
{t]es joyn circumciſion and keeping ofthe law, Pa- 
piſts joyn works of merit and the like, Proteſtants 
will not call their works meritorious , but frujts of 
faith, thereby witneſſing they have no faith ; for e- 
very true Believer witneſſeth that faich purifies the 
heart, and that ſalvation is by faith only, without 
the works of the law ; but all hypocrites joyn ſome- 
thing ; ſome their good endeavours, ſome their co- 
venant-keeping, ſome an inward light, any thing if 
it be but to lay, thou rather than you, and the like; 
any thing fo they may caſt out the Lord Jeſus and 
faith in him, and free grace, for if they admit of 
theſe, they have nothing to boaſt of. 
As the Prophet told the great Lord. thou ſhalt ſee 
it but (halt not taſte of it ; {Oit is with theſe glori- 
ous high religious men, they fee the ſervants of 
God living by faith, exerciſing all uprightneſs in 
the fight of God and man ; and they frame them- 
ſelves to doas they do; but as he truſted inthe 
Kings favour by whom he was made keeper of the 
gates , that none might go in and out but by his 
leave, and he hopes to diſpoſe of all this plenty as - 
he pleaſeth, but the people crowd in ſo throngly, 
and ſo violently, that he is trodden to death ; fo 
theſe religious ones, becauſe they read thit David 
thought to lookts is ways that his tongue ſhould not ſm, 
and bridled his mouth; and Fob made a covenant with 
his eies notto I30k upon a maid, they will be keepers 
of the gates, but ſins come crowding in fo faſt, and 
ſo violently, that they are trodden down to death 
everlaſting ; for as our Saviour by parable ſaith , 
; F/en 
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whe, the unclean ſpirit is caſt out, he goes «bout ſeeking 
dry places and frudeth none;, hereturns to h:s place 
whence he came, finds it ſwept. and garniſhed, he 
takes ſeven other ſpirits worſe than- himſelfand 
efiters in, and the latter end of that man is worſe 
than the beginning ; ſo all the reformation that 
theſe make by their keeping of the gates,that they 
ſwear not and be no-drunkards, prophane not the 
Sabbath days, frequent no ill company, that they 
readhear and pray , and uſe pood company, and 
frequent the Church and the like; all is but a pre- 
paring of their. hearts, for worſe ſpirits then that 
of uncleanneſs, wherein they lived before, even 
for the ſpirit of pride and envy and hard hearted- 
neſs, and hypocrifie in the ſight of God, and bloudy 
perſecuting of his ſervants, and contempt of rhem 
that live in ſuch uncleanneſs, wherein they former- 
ty lived, and of them that live in any other form of 
Religion; not that itis evil to leave ſwearing and 
drunkenneſs and the like ; or to hear read &c. but 
decauſe they will be keepers of the gates;but David 
Faith, except the Lord keep the city, the watchman 
watcheth in vain, &c.: Again, becaule they begin 
their work wrong, they build a form of Rehgion, 
and lay no foundation, they dig not diep and Liythe 
foundation on the Rock, they take not away their old , 
ftony heart of unbeluf,, and take a new heart. that trem- 
tles at the word ſcying, I believe, Lord help my unbe- 
lirf ; they take not away their ſpirit of Inſt and en- 
vy, and take the ſpirit of faith, and unity, and a 
found mind : theſe are the works of God, hethat 
will exerciſe works of righteouſneſs, before God 
hath laid this foundation, he is righteous too ſoon, 
as Solomon faith, the rain will comp down, the oo 
Wi 


will blow, and the (form will beat upon that houſe, and 
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the raine of it w:ll be great ;, the four Leopers that 
ſate in the gate of Samaria, in the great ſiege , be- 
ing forced to go to the Aramites their enemies, fo 
fall into their hands for food, figure out plainly 
the unclean ſouls by the leoprofie of fin, ſitting ar 
the porch of the Temple, which is given to the 
Heathen to be trodden'under foot, even waiting 
in af! vutward form'of Religion, for the way of 
life aid ſalvation ; 'When the outward is ftraitned 
by the appearing of Gods power, then they turn to 
the Lord whom they have made their enemy 
through ſin, either tolive by his mercy or die. The 
like figure is holden forth in Efther, when Haman 
had obtained a decree for the deftradtion of alt the 
Fews, and ſhe a Few, und the King h4ving made 4 
Law' that whoſoever \tamcinto his preſence, not being 
ca'led, ſhonld die ; except to whom the King holdeth out 
the gold:1 Rod, in this ſtraight ſhe goes in and ſuith, if 
7 periſh, I periſo ;, Td the foul of man is brought to 
this ſtraight, he muſt either be ſavedby the free 
grace and mercies of God, or he goes to eternal 
death. | Se Uter 
" And in that theſe Leopers find the firft relief, fi- 
ures out that which our” Saviour reckons among 
Vs great works, unto the poor is the Geſpel prea- 


_ ched, the afflited Soul vnder the burden of fin” 


ſhall be firſt comforted,yea ard they alone, as Ml 
ry Gith, he iy ne the hungry with bread, and the 
necdy with good things ,, therefore our Saviour faith, 
Bleſſed are the poor i ſpirit, for the'rs_is the kingdins 
ef heaven ;, and again, Bleſſel are they that hunger anf 
thirſt afier righteouſneſs, for they ſhalt be ſatisfied. 
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KINGS & CHRONICLES. 


TN all the Books of the Kings and Chronicles we 
[# very few Kings that conrinued in the ways of 
God, but very many that were Idolaters,and wick. 
ed ; which figures out unto us, the proneneſs of the 
heart of man to wickedneſs and bypocrife; to bend 
his Religion after the ways and devicesof men, & 
to make a great ſhow of holineſs in outward appea- 
Trance ;. very. few cloſe.unto the Lord in upright- 
neſs and truthofheart, which is that which is figu. 

red out by all the Sacrifices and.Service required in 

the law, or under the goſpel, therefore Dauid 
faith fecrific andefferings thou haſt not d:ſired,and in 
another place, thou requireſt truth in the inward part; 

And our Saviour faith, to love God with all the heart 

and ſoul and ſtrength, and thy neighbours as thy ſelf , 

15 more than all burnt oferings and ſacrifices 4 and Uup- 
on theſe hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

Secandly, we.read that the good Kings abounded 
in wealth and multitudes of men, and men thar 

were mighty valiant in battel ; on the contrary 1- 
dolatrous Kings how weak they were, what fmall 
armies they had, how ſuddenly they were deſtroy- 
ed? that its a wonder to conſider that the great 
multitude of people in the farhers days ſhould: be 
ſo diminiſhed in the ſons days; as we read of Fe- 
hoſhaphat that had above a million of valiant Soul- 
-diers, andhis Son 7eHoram brought to great, weak- 
neſs, and miſery ; which figures to us, how-the man 

that ſtands ſtedfaſt in the faith, his Soul _ 
| wit 
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with grate, and bringeth forth all the fruits of the 
Spirit-; love, joy, Peace, &c. and be 1s made more 
than conqueror over Satan, ſin, hell, and death, and 


| filled with joy unſ peakable, and full of, glory , but Hy- 


pocrites are deſtitute of the grace of God,6 there- 

fore their enemies prevails, temptat:ons of Satan 
fills them with pride in their holy conceits & con- 

tempt of others, luſts of the fleſh draws them to 

fulneſs of bread, idleneſs, luxury, the world carries 

them out to covetouſneſs, hard-heartedneſs, & op- 
preſſion, :and they cover all with it?s lawful to uſe 

moderate recreations, is a ſhelter to live in all de- 

liciouſnels;. it's lawful for a man to fave and main- 

tain his own rights,muſt be a cloak to hide all hard 

heartedne(s, contentfons and Suits ; but God is love 
and love covers a multitude of ſins, ſeeks not his own, 

but the good ef others, bearg all indignities, forbears all 
miſchievons and envious creatures, and ſo the true lover 
of God, truly loves his enemies. 


EZRA & NE HEMIAH. 


N the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah, we read the 
reſtoring of Iſrael out of captivity; & the rebuil- 
ding of Fersſalem & the Houſe of God there,which 
figures out the reſtoring of the man of God, the be- 
 lieving Sovl, that hath faln from grace, hath not 
ſtood ſtedfaſt in faith, and therefore God hath left 
him to be taken captive by Satan, and carried into 
ha.and luſt,till he ſee his miſery and cried unto the 
Lord out of that captivity; Theſe Books hold forth 
what mays condition is after ſuch deſertions, _ 
e 


_ 
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| _ he bath many enemies, as they had, then Satan de- 


fires to winnow bim like-wheat,as our Saviour ſaid 
and transforms himſ-If into the likeneſs of an Angel of 
light. and would deceive, even the very elett; if God did 
not ſet his mark upon them tn their bands , andin their 
foreheads, y:t are they ſo Lealous to ca;5v 01 the but. 
ding, that they build with one hand, and hold their wen. 
pons in the other band, to withſtand their exemits ; ſo ds 
Chriſtians. they fight the good fipht of faith, and fland | 
girt about with the whole armour of God, and reſiſt Sq 
tan nnto bloftd;thcy not only ſet their affetions on things 
above. but alſo mortifie their members that are on the 
earth, fornication, tnordiintt affebtuon, and counoeu- 
e/3,which 35 Tdolatry, Sc. And herein they are thief, 
ly zealous of two things as they were; to wit, to 
keep the Sabbath, and not-to marry ſtrange wives, 
T © keep the Sabbath ſignifies or figuresbut Nan- | 

ding ſtedfaſt in the fairh, for that is our Spbhath; 
our reſt, as the Apoſtle: tg the Hebrews declaresat 
large, ch. 4. we that believe are entred into our reſt, I 
r ael could nt enter becauſe of untelief, therefore it wa 
ſtill eryed to them, and. 5 fiill gryed togll, to agy if ye | 
will bear his voice, that ye may enter into his "eh; even | 
that ye ceaſe from all your works as God did from hit, 
fo wit yo-ceaſe from your vain confidence, that any works 
of yours will ava:l you to ſalvation." T's ſave the ſol | 
meerly by fret grare, to work all our works in us, togiut 
his ſon t0 as, tobe to us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanttifs 
ration and red:mptign, even all things neceſſary to ſal- 
vation in him and throuth him, to give'us pardon « | 
oxr fins, and aſſurance of everlaſting life this is his 
glory, :ahd bis glory will he not givero another; 
then doth man glorifie him, when -he trufts not in 
him{if,:nor jaany help of others; but trufts . 
| £46 
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the Lord alone, then doth man walk before him,6& 


is perfect when he believes him to be all- ſufficient. 


Secondly.not to marry ſtrange wives, f1zures our 
joyning our ſelves to nothing but God, therefore 
the work of God is catled hy Hoſea, e/ponſing us to 
bimſelf in fas:kfulneſs, ſo all ſinfulnelſs is cald adul- 


# tery, and hypoctites are calld an adulterous gene- 
ration ;So that'when man accounts any thing need- 
ful to ſalvation but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,& faith 


in him, heeſpouſeth his ſoul to Idols, and not unto 
the Lord his firſt Lover, and loſeth his firft 
Lover , even God in Chriſt, as the Apoſtle faith 
to the Galatians; if any of you ſeck, ro be Tuſtified 
by the law, he is faln from grace; and whoſoever 
1s cireumciſed,” Chrift ſhall profict bim nothing ; there- 
fore here is the zeal of true Servants of God, 
eſpetially after deſertions, whereby they have {ear- 
med to: know, that the Service of God is perfeft' free- 
dom. but the fervice of other Lords, as drunkenneſs 
covetoufneſs, &c. is abſolute ſlavery ; then ſtand 


they on their watch night aud day, feſt Satan de- 


ceive them with his wiles,to'draw their Souls feom 
faich in Chriſt of tojoynany other thing with it, for 
forms of Religion, mans wiſdom in-underftanding 
and expounding Scriptures, giving goodsto the 
Poor, long Prayers, and great praiſes of God;hea- 
ring,reading, meditating, and the like; all theſe 
ſeem beautiful to man ; but Selomenadviferhto de- 
ware of the wine, when it looks red'in the cop; 
and the Lord bids Samuel not toiregard the goodly fta- 
thre and comly countenance of Eliab ; & our Saviour 
by Parable, compares the kingdom of heaven to a gra#n 
of muttard-ſeed, and a little leaven; faith is a little 
thing, and unlovely in the gies of men, but it's of 
great 
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great value with a Chriſtian when he hath found jt 
' to be a bitter thing to ſtart afide like a broken 
bow,and fall from his firſt love, into the hands of 
unfaithful lovers; for while he ſtuck to the Lord by 
faith it purified the hearc and purged the conſcj- 
ence from dead worxs, and brought in fulneſs of 
joy and peace ; but after that he fel] away there was þ 
nothing but toyling in the very fire for very vanity, 
one: hath neither Son nor daughter, and yet there's | 
no end of his labours, another riſes early and lies 
down late, and eats the bread of carefulneſs, and 
knows not whether his Son, to whom he muſt leaye 
all, will prove a wiſe man or a fool; another links 
down into the earth drowned in fleſhly luſts, ano- 
ther floats above the skies in pride and ambition, 
through his highly conceited holineſs, vainly puft 
up with a feſhly mind ; but after ſuch a one hath 
known his miſery, by being led unto theſe ways by 
the wiles of Satan, and ſodeſerted of God,and-the | 
Lord bath in mercy drawn him to himſelf again, he 
fits down by the waters of Sh:lo that run ſlowly, 
and ſeeks not to the ſwift waters of Ns, the ſe- 
ven-ſtreamed rivers of Egypt, that Jand of bondage 
and darkneſs, he cleaves to the Lord by faith, he 
fears to be out of his ſight, leſt enemies enter, that | 
either proſperity lift him up, or adverſity deje&t | 
him, that nothing be good unto him but God, and | 
nothing evil, but his own deceitful heart, in proſ- | 
perity he deſires to/be kept in the fear of God, and. | 
in adverſity to be hid in his ſecret place, till the in- | 
dignation be paſt ; he prays to be kept as the apple 
of an c£je,to be hid under the ſhadow of his wings. 
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—_ "He Book of Eſther holds forth how far God 
= 5 'T rarer his people to run hazard of their lives,6c 
wo. what great deliverances he gives them 1n his time, - 
1] = even when all hopes fail, and fo ſuffers the wicked 


to riſe in great height of proſperity, and on a ſud- 


on dain throws them down to the duſt. 
4 = The firſt figures out the aſſured happineſs of them 
> wi that are perſecuted unjuſtly for righteouſneſs ſake, 


oO for they ſhall be comforted; and the latter figures 
Un, | the miſerable eſtate of man flouriſhing in riches, 
putt wealth and honour, and is not rich in faith, for he 
hath ſhall be overthrown, and never riſe again ; which 
hs two conditions our Saviour holdeth forth in the 
SIRE Parable of Dives and Lazarns. 

n,he _ 

wiy, 

e ſe- 

dage F'0- Bc. 

, he 


He Book of Fob ſhews what worſhip & ſervice 


ow of God there was among the heathens ſo that 
"of | Iſrael was not all the people of God, but in that the 
and Lord choſe Abrahar & his poſterity togive tothem 
& "= his laws and teſtimonies, and to cauſe them to be 


afflicted in Ezype under Pharaoh, and to be held in 
great, bondage, and then to give them great deli- 
verance, and ſhew his power upon their enemies, 


ER and brings them: in a wonderful way to the land of 


Canaan, all this doth but figure out the true — 
0 


x66 © An Orpolitton ofthe . 
of God, whom he calls out of their natural ſtate z 
wherein every one is an {dolater (inful and wicked, 
(as he: calPd Abrabam ot of UYz gf the Chaldees) 
And he gives them underithe power ,of Satan and 
ſin tobe ſore afflied ; then ſhews he his power to 
crucificgthe fleſh, to mortifie. the worldly mind, ta, 
wain them from all the pleaſures of fin, to deliver 
them from the power of Satan, to bring them hy.a 
wonderful way, and exerciſe them under manifold 
temptations, and vifit them with .divers correQti- 
ons, to inure them to ſufferings, and in the end, to 
bring them to the heavenly Canaar, their eternal 
reſt: with God ; The people of 1/rael and Gods 
dealing with them were but a figure of theſe true 
' Sexvantsof God, and therefore the Apoſtle faith, 
all ar not Ifr acl, that were the children of Abraham 
#fter. the fleſb;, but his ſeed are they that walk in 
the ſteps of the faith of Abrehan , fo likewiſe he 
ſheweth, that the Sea and the cloud were figures of 
Baptiſm, and water flowing out of the Rock, and 
 manna, were figures of the Body and bloud of 

Chrift. 

Secondly, In this Book his three friends arguing 
mightily of Gods juſtice and mercy, and giving 
many teſtimonies agreeable to the word of truth, 
and yet being reproved , both by ELhs and by the 
Lord, ſhews that man profeſſing the word and 
warſhip of God, though he knew not the work of 
God, to his ſalvation, can talk divinely, as it were 
an Angel z vet ſuch a man knows not how terrible 
the Judgments of God are upon his people, for 
their correction therefore, they did reprove him , 
as if he had been a hypocrite, inſtead of comfor- 
ting him, 


Thirdly 
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Difficult Certs in Job; 107 

Thirdly, here we find that both Elihu and the 
Lord reproved him for juſtifying himſelf in the 
fight of God, and magnifying his own -righteoul- 
neſs, whereof he alſo accuſeth himſelf; after the 
Lord had reproved him, which ſhews us, that man 
muft be brought off from this eſteem: of his own 
righteouſneſs, before he be juſtified of God ; this 
is that true ſelf-denyal without which our Saviour 
faith, zoe is warthy of him, nor can be his diſciples ; 
this is the true humility which none will be brought, 
unto , but by the great power of God; and there- 


| fore it is ſaid, that Ged ſpake to Fob out of the whirl- 


wind; which figures unto us the powerful warking 
of the ward in mans heart ; yea this is that broken 
and contrite heart which isa ſacrifice always ac- 


' ceptable in the ſight of God ; therefore after that 
| Fob was brought to this, and made his humble con- 


feſlion to the Lord, and ſaid, | have heard of thee 
by the hearing of the eax, but now mine eie ſeeth 
thee ; therefore I abhor my ſelf and repent in duſt 
and aſhes ; then was he accepted for himſelf and 
his friends. | 

Laſtly, in that his eftate was twice as much as 
before, figures out that the faith and patience and 
humility, &c. given of God to his people.are grea- 
ter riches than all wordly wealth, and his daugh- 
ters being fairer than all women in the Land, is a 
figure ta ſhew that Believers that ſtand faſt in the 
faith of Chriſt, and bring forth fruits through love, 
are abſolutely beautiful, even without ſpot, wrin- 
kle or blemiſh in the ſight of God. 


P3ALMS. 


- 208 An Expolitionok the - 
PSALMS. 


” 


Dat is ſaid to be a man after Gods own heart 


and he was exerciſed long and very much in } 


wars with the enemies of [/-ael, which figures out 
the Chriſtian wars againſt the enemies of his Salva- 
tion,in which he was alſo ſo much exerciſed, that 
in his Pſalms, be ſings Praiſes to God for his delive- 
rances, both from bns temporal and ſpiritual enemies, 


which cauſes them to be ſo mixt _ that wt mt | 
e 


eaſie to be underſtood ;, but becauſe he ſaith himſelf, I 
will open my mouth in Parables, I'will utter my dark 
oe upon my harp; he ſignifies that when he 
them his ſpiritual enemies ; as in the x8. P/. which 
is tituled a Pſalm of David, when the Lord delive- 


red him from all his enemies, and out of the hands 
of Saul; he ſaith the ſorrows of death compaſſed meghe | 


flonds of wickedneſs made me afraid, &c. which is e- 
vident to be ſpoken of the ſtate of his Soul, when 
by the power of Gods juſtice in his Law , his ſinful 
condition was diſcovered ; that he was dead in fins 
and that his wickedneſs did abound and flow over 
all his parts ; members of his body, and faculties of 
his mind, even as a floud, and when he faith, the 
' earth trembled and quaked, the foundations of the monn- 
tain ſhook; and moved becauſe he was angry; it is plain 
to be ſpoken of the wrath of God againſt ſin,which 
makes the earthly mind to tremble, and ſhakes all 
the foundations of carnal peace, which lifts up the 


heart of man as upon a mquntain ;-& ſo the ſmoak | 


and conſuming fire , ſhews the terrors of the Soul 
at Gods mighty appearance, his riding on the che 
rubims and wiags of the wind, making darkneſs his 
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pezks of his corporal enemies , he figures under: |. | 
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fecret” place, his. pavilion, round about him dark 
waters, and thick clouds, ſhews the exalting of his 
Majeſty in the heart of man, and-diſcovering the 
darkneſsor ignorance @f the mind of man hefore he 
enlighten him 35 which when it is diſcovered, man is 
terrified, as if he ſhou'd be deſtroyed as by hal, ones 


 »and coals of fire; th: er., lightning. xC. SO. Whici. he 


daith, the ſprings of w-.ter were ſcen, the foungas Prog. 
the round world were diſcovrred at thy thiding 0 Lora, 
at the blaſting of the breath cf thy diſpleaſure, This 
ſhews how this mighty work ot God makes man to 
ſee the very myſtery of iniquiry,to wit in the heart 
of man, to be as ſprings of inzquity,as F:remy laith, 


| that «t # deceitful above all things. and infimtly wi hed, 


and this is ttie d:{covery of che foundation of rhe 
whole world , for al fieſh have co rupted ; heir 'ray, 
they are altogether become abowiuable, as Dav.d ialth, 
So in the next place .he ſhews the mercies of Gad 


' unto him, inthele expreſſiofs . He bath ſet down 
' from above, and tak:n me, be h1th d amwn et out of 


many waters , he brought me forth alſ, imo a /urge 
place, he deliwyered me becauſe he had a javiur its mes 
tor heceby is ſignified the pardoa of his man; ; fins, 
which are [t.;ll figured by waters; and giving,him 
faith in Jetus, which is figured by a large place 


' or Freedom and Liberty ; therefore our Saviop® 


- 


faith, Jf the $:2 m:ke you free, then are ye free in- 
aeed; and all this he did of his free G:ace, not 
for any wolgh in him, but bggauſe he had a fa- 
vour to him? ;, wiich manifeſts, that when Dewd 


ſpeaks of keeping of the ways of God, aiid ha- 
Vvirg an eye to his Laws, and the like, he [peaks of 
the fruit of faith, which made him to lo»e God and 
al his Laws,aud to bring forth fruir through ve ; 
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when he faith , F*ſhall deliver me from my ſtrongeſt 
Eneny," and from themrthat hate me, it may ſeem to 
fighiſi Saud 2nd other Adverſaries : but it may ra. 
ther 6gnre our Satan and her ſpiritual Enemies ; 
for he faith they are too ſtrong for him; which Pau 
ſpeaks concerning ' ſpiritual Enemies, which he 
calls Principalities and Powers of Dar{fneſs. Other 
Expreſſions he vſeth, which he ſpeaks 1n the perſon 
of. Chriſt; as, Thou ſhalt make me the head of the 
Heathen, &c. prophecying the converſion of the 
Gentiles, wherein the Spirit of God inall the Pro- 

hets did ſeem to rejoyce exceedingly ; but there- 

y is not to be underſtood the converting of other 
Nations to the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, as itis 
generally accounted to be; but it is to be under- 
ſtood of any Sinner or Hypocrite to receive the 
Doctrine of free Grace and Salvation by faith in 
Jeſus; for our _ There ſhall be joyta 
the Angels and Saints one Sinner converted. And 
again, all thaf-are unconverred are 'as Heathens, 
- living without God in the world, ſtrangers to the Co- 
2enart of Grate;” and the Scriptures thus under- 
ſtood, pertains to efery mans own Soul, to know 
whether he be converted or no; to wit , whether 
he bath known the power of Gods Juſtice againſt 
Sm and Sinner, ſo made ont in his Law upon him, 
that the Law did not teach-him what to do, and 
what to avoid, that hemight obtain &: but that 


the Law diſcoveredÞhatever he did Mavoided all 
to be Sin, becauſe he is a Sinner, and Therefore as 
an evil Tree cannot bring forth gocd fruit, To he 
being a'Sinner, capld do ndthing good or accepta- 
ble inthe fight of God, as vur Saviour teacheth; 
{o whether this difplaid the wrath 6f God an 
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his Soul, as Thunder alff Lightning, or Coals of 
Fire, ſo that it made his ſou] ro tremble, and remg» 
ved all the foundations of his carnal pace, and caft 
down his mountains of Security , that his Soul 
ingrei diſtreſs, that he could not ceaſe for a 
gviſh of his Spirit, to cry unto the Lord as the 
Prodigal did, 1 have ſinned, 1 havgfmned ;, his ſou 

groaning for Mercy.till God fetch him out,ofrheſe 
great waters, and ſet him at. liberty, and fild his 
heart with joy. Thus to underſtand the Scriptures, 
may tend co the -conyerſion of Sinners, and the 
comfort of Believers; but- to underſtand this 
Palm to be David's praifing God for his delive- 
rance from corporal enemies, what ſignifies it but 
thgt we ought to. praiſe God for afl his merciesz 
and whatare all oar praiſes of God , while we are 
either ſinf1! wretches, .or abominable hypocrits, 
bur as che cutring off of a dogs neck. of the offer- 
ing up of Swines-blood , abominable in the ſi-ht 
of G-d? And if we underſtand any Scripture to 
ſignifte the converſion of Heathens, whMt avails it 
us ? weovght to rejoyce therein, for Saints and 
Angels rejoyce in it; yea, but how ſhall we re- 
joyce in that we know not ? if we know'our' ſelves 
truly converted, then we.ſhall endeavour the con- 
verſion of others, and rejoyce in it, otherwiſe our 
rejoycing is but a meer fancy. This therefore may 
be the Rule how to expound every Scripture a- 
right, to king it either topertain to the Law, or 
to the Goſpel ; andit ir helogg to the Law, itei- 


ther diſcovers our ſing and hypocriſie, or the j 
ments of God againſt ſinners; if it belong Loy - 
Goſpel, it either diſcovers the mercies of God in 
our converſion, or the operation of his holy Spirit, 
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4 In;P/sl29. Devidis myſtical ; Give unto the Lord 
Jo ſons: of the mighty, gzve unto the Lord glory and 
-frength. ., By ſons of the mighty, is not meant 
,great menof the earth; for they are generally ig- 
| of Gods works of Grace, and thiirefore 
their praiſes of him are abominable 3 they know 
mot jo to bay hiw but fox what pertains to the 
"earthly Life ; Tor which they ſay, I thank God: 
and they;know not the true God :- Its, but an.Idol 
that's 1n their hearts, which they have framed like 
'themſelves,. to rejoyc@in-the praiſes of men igno- 
'rant:'of _ his Grace, who know not. how to rejoyce, 
Non praiſe, God in the day of adverſity ;+ but the 
Sons of the mighty are the ſons of God, whom he 
hath degotren of his own free Grace, out of his 
great, loving kindneſs to man, by the word of 
Truth: Theſe are they that only can give.him 
- 'gloxy.and ſtrength due unto his Name, tor he :1e- 
deemed their Souls from death, when they run ra- 
ing. (like the wild horſe colt) in ways of de- 
$roftionhe caſt a hook in their noſtrils, and a bit 
-in_ their jaws,and brought them back by a way 
they had not known, and led them to the. Hill of 
hisSalvation, and ſhewed them his Glory ; theſe 
can praiſe God for adverſity more than proſperity, 
for they. tejoyce in nothing but the Croſs of Chriſt, 
whereby they are weaned from the pleaſures of 
The fleſh, ad mortified unto all the vanities of the 
world ; forthis is the ſtrength of Gage; noneellſe 
could do ;it. this: is the glgry-due to his Name. 
Map can ,attain to riches by wit and policy, to 
.praiſes of men by flattery, *to an eſteem in Religi- | 
,0n hy. hypocriſie, but. to. be made of a Sinner a 
Son of. the mjghty God, is.only the work of Jew 
bY 1 | . | N 


CEA. > —Y 
; 


Difſfentf Tetts#1i Pſalms: 15 
And theſciony, can worſhip the Lord in his glori- 
ous Sanctuary, to wit, in Jeſus, for he alone is the 
Sanftuary, the holy place of God + for in Jeſus 
ke appeared to reconcile the world to himſelf, and 
in him he is well pleaſed; alſo the Tabernacle and 
Temple:made for: to worſhip God in,' were only 
Types of him: and therefore as all worſhip'was 
Idolatry. that was not performed in the Temple at 
Feruſalem, all Religion is hypocriſfie,, but faith 
in Je{us, , whereby the Soul of man is implanted in- 
to him as the'true: Vine by the hand of God there- 
fore he faith, - - | 6. bg 
; Verſe 3;to g. The Voyce of the Lord is upon the 
Waters ;-the God of Glory maketh it to thunder ;, the 
Lord is upon,the great waters: where by the voyce 
of God 1s; meant: the Word of God, even that 
Word whereby Sin and Death ( whereby man lies 
dead in ſin ) is aboliſht , which is the Lord Jeſus ; 
for he hatch aboliſht Death ,” and brought life and 
falvation to light through the Goſpel ; as ſaith the 
Apoſtle : and himſelf faith, The hour comets, yea, 
now 45, when the dead_ſhall hear the woyce of the Son 
of God, and they that hear ſhall live; and by waters 
1s.meant Sins, as ſhew'd before; and by Thunder 
is meant the terror of God upon the guilty Sin- 
ner whence it.is evident,” that David here by this 
Parable ſhews the work of God in Chriſt to deſtroy 
Sin, andquicken the Sinner, that he may firſt know 
the righteous Judgments of God upon Sinners, 
which Paul calls the Terrors of the Almighty, which 
are here ſet forth by Thunder, and by breaking 
the Cedars' of Lebanon, and making the Moun- 
tains to $kip like a Calf or young Unicorn', and 
dividing the flames, and making the Kinds: to 
Q 3 calve, 


; 
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calve, and ſhaking the wildernefs,. and diſcover- 
ing. the Forgſts : which Terrors of God, 1/aia 
chap. 2. ſets forth in theike figurative words 5 The 
Day of the Lord 5s upon all the high Cedars of 
Libanen and Oaks of Baſan, and even all bigh monn- 
tains and hills, and upon every high J ower and' ſtrong 
W-#. and non all the Ships of Tarſbi , and pleaſant 
P:Hwxes; and heexpounds himielf, thar he means 
upon peoud and haughty men ; that the haxghtineſs 
of man way be brought low, and the lefrineſs of may 
abaſrd, and the Lord only exalted in that day ;, for. 
as Jeſus is the voyce, even the living word of God, 
as I ſaid before; ſo he is the Day of God; or as 
Peter calls him, the dawning of the day, or day-ftur 
ariſing in out bearts;, without whom the Word of 
God is unto us as a light ſhining in. dark place, 
becauſe our dark a Fj ;gnorant minds cannot un- 
derſtand it; | eh. "4 

Verſe 7. By dividing: Flames of fire, is meant 
rightly dividing to every one accordingto his deed, 
to the wicked thoſe deftroying flames of hell-fire 
that are never quenched; but ynto-his people thoſe 
heavenly purging flames whereby he purgeth all 
the Sons of | L-us (as Malarby faith) to wit, all 
_ the eleCt of God, whom he maketh Kings and 
Prieſts to-their God, aFFobn ſaith, Kev. 1. 

Verſe g. By making the Hind: to calve,. is a Fi- 
gure of working true fear in the hearts of men , 
which is fruitful in the works of God as it isfaid 
of the Hind, thar ſhecannorbring forth her Calf 
but when ſhe hears Thunder ; fo no man can work 
any true r:;ghteontneſs till the Lord have put his 
fear in his inward parts; as it isfaid in the Cove-. 
Ragt of Grace, by Jeremiab, Chap. 31. Fee 
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. "And by diſcovering the Foreſts, is making known 


toman bis wanifold Sins, which lie hid in the ſe - 


cretÞf his heart, which nothing can diſcover but 
the-true-Light of God, even -Jelus, that diſco- 
vers the hidden works of darkneſs; therefore he 
faith he is the Light, but the world will 'not come 
to him leſt their deeds ſhould be difcovered that 
_ not. wrought in God; but they that do 
well. come to the Light, that their deeds may be 
known to be wrought in God; therefore he faith, 
In big Temple every man ſpeaks of his Glory; to wit, 


every one of theſe upon whom this glorious voice - 
hath wrought this mighty work to make him of a . 


Sinner a Son of God ; others cannot proglaim it, 
for they know it not. Others are proclaiming their 
own Glory, their Wiſdomand Rightepuſnels, and 
the Light, but his people ſpeak of his Glory alone , 
for-he faith, | 
& Perſe 10. The Lord ſitteth upon the flouds, the Lord 
Lb remain a'King for ever, Here is the reigning 
of God in the hearts of his People; he fits upon che 
flouds, to wit, mortifies the fleſh, with all che lufts 
and affettions of it. And, - « 
Verſe 11. He gives ſtrength to bis people;, as our 
Pſalmiſt ſaith, be reacherh their hands to fight, Kc. 
ſo that by their arms is broken even a Bow of ſect; 
to wit, he giveth them vitory over all the pow- 
ers of iniquity, that they»may reſiſt Satan till he 
flee, and overggine the world by Faith in Jeſus, 
whereby he alſo giveth,them peace, as Paw! faith ; 
Bing juſtified by faith , we have peace with God. 
P/al. 30..Inthis Pſalm alſo David magnihes the 
Lord for deliverance from the enemies of his.Sou!, 
thoug!t it*be ſaid to be his Song at the Dedication 
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"as +AEppdſition ob the. 
-of this Houſe; and expounded to be after Ab/olom 
-had:defiled it with :whoredomz' thgſe are ;meer 
Feigned things: of carnal minds ; but' Daull-wag 
ſpiritual, for|boly wen of God ſpake.not. of thein.gwn 
-mird. but as th:y' were moued bythe holy Ghoſt:; as 
Peter faith; and thence argues that: #o - Scripture 5s 
of prevateinte;pretdtiongto wit, 15.n0T to be under- 
taod. of any-private' or particular mans doings, 
-but{@ to be expounded as it may be. of conceftnto 

all men ; :therefore Davidſhews here that findiny 
the enemies'of his peace. too. ſtrong for him, he 
-cried- unto the Lord, not only. prayed,. butcryed 
-in prayer, which word imports earneſtne(s , :pro- 
.cceding from-preat neceflity,” winch mats wiſdom 
may think might beupon'{D.2v44; ia the matter of 
tAbſolom;, ÞitPavid had a weighticr matter than 
:that upon him; for-with Da to reign, or not:to 
reign, tolive ordie, &c. was ail one, as it is with 
every irue-Ghriſtianz.concerning all temporal bli 
-fings or endowments, as.health,ox ficknels, ſtreng 
»0r weakneſs, wildon), orifooliſhnefs, man hath no- 
| bing to fay: but: thy,will be done © heavenly Father, 

'B as.our Saviour taught .usz Lut:when we.come to 

[| the concern of: ſalvation; then there's Davids cry- 

.10g, *PaxlsF xaymng without ceaſing, 'our. Sayiours 

importunity;. as the widow: with-.the: unrighteous 

- Judge ; tlien he faith, O Lord rhonhaft reſi ored me, 

rtheu haſt brong ht my Soy] out of the grate, thou bait 

,rcde: med me from thew that< go aowngo the pit. They 

that will expound this to temporal eliverances,lIt- 

tle know, that-every manin'netureles-in the grate 

-of ſin, and fargetfulneſs-of God, until Gcd bring 

him out, and mult go down to the pit of hell with 


others, unleſs God revive him; but Diwevid knew 
IT 
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— 
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thut joy cometb ii 
clare,, that when Gud hath delivered them -frdm 
-their ; loſt condition; and made them: fult- of-joy; 
_they eſteem. that all the-manifeſtations of Gods 


moved: "thou Lord of thy goodneſs hadft mad. "my 


pes 9s 


it well, and therefore calls to Saints again | 


gain t0 praile the Lord with himfot.arememb 

of, his holinels, becauſe "Saints only could fing the 
. Praiſe af God bpon this agcoutit:' All hs fled 
-with-bim, being ; delivered-alſo with him,: could 
-praiſe God with-him.in 4/e/om*s buſineſs, but on> 


IySaints .in; this. And thus he. praiſeth God z be 
buvfor a very!little ſpace, butin 


i weeping may"wbide at Ge A 
morning © Here all the Saints de» 


_his. favour 1s li 


wrath upon then for fin, 'under how-long and-great 


trials and afflitions 1ſoever they have laid, were 
\but-,for a moment; * begavie now by Faith 
they have aſſurance of eternal life; as Paw ſaith, 
1 ateonnt all the affiiftions of this life but a nioaeriary 

thing incompariſon.of. the exceeding w 


-:ght of Glory 


that 5s to be revealed : But then David fi; h,' 

Verſe 6. 1 ſaid in my proſpeſiry 1 ſhall mower ba 
hitl 
ſo ftrong;, thou twnedſti away : thy face, ani Isws 


.tronbled. Thus.it is with the Saints., when: G-ace 
:is come, their hearts are fo.enlarged., that they 
!think that they can-and will walk in thar entavpe- 


ment all their days; but then the-Lord leaves them, 
tolet them know theig-own weakneſs -and'foolih- 
'neſs, and that the joy and peace'whi'h they joy 
much in, ts a.Gift of God,.it*s not Gud himfelf; 
here's the defertion of God.- Theres no fAldom, 
ſtrength, righteobſneſsor goodneſs in man, but by 
the preſence of God with him; ſor it's: leſtis, 4 
. whom God appears to our comfort and AE 
who 


T<. 


Fx$ - | | An Expolitſon of the- 
_—_— God #0 us Wiſdow, Righteonſneſs, &c- 

therefore David ſaith , Pſal. 16. God u on my 
righthand, therefore T ſhall not fall. Such deſertion 
brings a man to Prayer ; for fo is God pleaſed to 
keep, him in lowlineſs of heart ; as our Saviour 
exhorts, Learn of we, for I am meek, and lowiy in 
b:art : And the Prayer of his afflicted ones God is 
ready to hear, and fill them with joy, and fo teach 
them, that morethey live in ſzace of their-infir- 
mity and finfulneſs, the more 8 Gods Grace and 
Mercy powred out upon them, which is often fi- 
gured ont by the Prophets, by powring rain upon 
a thirſty Land as our: Plalmift : Thou ſenteſt ; 
gracious Rain upon thine inheritance, and refreſhedft it 
when it was weary ;, whereby he ſhews the affliction 
of the" heart of a man of God ; he is weary, his 
Soul is fat more troubled that he ſhould:-be depti- 
ved of Gods preſence now through his own folly, 
and weakneſs, than he was for want of it' before 
he enjoyed it; therefore he faith, he cried unto 
the Lord; and gage him unto God right humbly; 
as Paul ſaith, he prayed thrice; he was'exalted by 
great Revelations given of God, but he was hum- 
bled by his own ſinfulnels; and when God hath fil- 


ted. them with joy again, then. they fing out his 


raiſe without ceaſing, and give thanks to God 
for ever - They never glory any more in their en- 
joyments, but give him the-praiſe of all, and glo- 
ry in their infirmities, becauſe the ſtreng-h of God 
is manifeſted and magnified in their weakneſs, and 
his wifdom in their fooliſhneſs, and his Mercy and 
G.ace in their finfulneſs; in his Praiſes he ſhuts up 

the Palm. | 
| P (4, 


Pfalmiſt calls it 
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P/al. 46. In this Pſalm alfo is held forth this gra- 
cious work of God, after that Deviq was brought 
co the fight and ſenſe of his ſinful Nature, where- 
in he lived without ' God , as others, and nothing 
could help him but God, therefore he waited long 
with great patience; kt when man is in this con- 
dition, he thinks the time long, the time of miſe- 


iry is long, the time that man wants and ſeeks for 


that: his heart deſireth, ſeems long to him ; but 
then hefets forth the work of God which he works 
by Jefus. ki 
Verſe2 & 5. Ht brouy br me out of the horrible pit, 
out of 'the mire and clay , and ſer my fegt «pon the 
rocky, 'and ordered my yoings ; he put aniew ſong in # 
month, even 4 chongron unto our Gyd. ere 1S 
the whole work ſebforth in fewgwords, which af- 
terwards he enlargeth. Firſt he ſheweth what the 
natural ſtate of man is, from which God brought 
him, a horrible = of mire and clay; thas the 
y parable; as it is alſo cated a 
cage'of unclean Birds, a den If filthy Beaſts, a 
land of darkneſs, &c. And this will every truly * 
converted Soul ſubſcride to, as the Drunkard, or 
any prophane Epicure, thar ſpends his time in cur- 
fing, ſwearing, and all manner of ſecurity, pro- 
baneneſs and diſregard of God, when he is 
ronght to the fight of his ſinful courſe, and to 
taſte of the mercies of God, what a hotrible pit 
will he account that he lay in before 2 So the miſe- 
rable worldling that can take to himſelf no reſt day 
nor _ for huncing after riches, when God 
makes him know what a wretched life he led, and 
gives him to partake of the true treaſure of eternal 
happineſs , what a horrible condition will he ac- 
| count 
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- count:it. wherein he lived before ? So-the Hypo- 
crite :: as Pax, after that: the Father pluckt him 
out of that; eſtate, and revealed: the Son in him, 
"what. a horrible. dungeon-did he judge that to be 
"wherein he perſecuted Jeſus and all his Saints, as 
raging mad, as he ſaith of himſelf, ſo might be 
ſaid of all others. EE” 
\. In the ſecond place he faith, He ſo: my. feet upon, 
| the Rock, and ordered my goings ; -herg.is;the whole 
' work; for the. Rock 1s Chriſt : and to/prder our 
 goings4s, to eſtabliſhus in the Faith, that :ehe 1if: 
we lsve in the fleſh.we may.live. by the faith of) Feſus ; 
and when. the God of mercies hath done theſe 
things f&.vs, our Souls are. fil'd with joy, ſg that 
he may well be faid to put'a new ſong in our mouths, 
even thankſ#iving to our Gog.:, for. ow: can he 
ceaſe to praiſe God:, -that underſtands that he hath 
.Pluckt him-out of ſo horrible a pit, and implanted | 
.him.into that, Rock of ſtrength,. which delivers 
him from all his enemies, and gives himeternal life, 
andeſtabliſhes- him init, never tq- be deprivedof 
, it, as he promiſed to his Diſciples ; {wil gove you 
a Faith againſt which the gates of Hell cannot prevail, 
and all this he doth-by his. own, free Grace ; there- 
fore they can praiſe nothing elſe : Others praiſe 
their Idols which they Ioye and worſhip inthe va- 
nity of their minds , and: forſake the living God; 
as Fonalfaid, Man in following lying vamtzes,. for- 
ſakes everlaſting Mercies :: But the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks 
forth the goodneſs of God further, that-the Lord 
hath not enlightned his. nynd. only to know this 
glorious work of God ; but faith, Many ſhall ſer 
it, ayd fear, and put their truſt in the Lord ,, where 
he ſhews that this work only is that which brings 
| man 
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man to- faith and fear 'of. God ; and then he pro- 
noyhceth«that-man- bleſſed that truſts'in God , and 
follows not others; for | they do-nothing but go 
alÞut with pride and lies, which he ſpeaks of falſe 
Doctrine; for they that. go about with it are 
proud, for they boaſt themſelves to be the only 
true Miniſters of God, though they tech no- 
thing but Lies, as the Jews and: falſe Apoſtles 


did ; for either they teach mans Works only, as 


the ſews. did, and all our Papiſts do; or elſe 
they teach to joyn our Works, and Zeal, and our 
Conceits with Faith' in Chriſt, as all other Forms 
of Religion do. | 

And in /Yerſe 6. he begins again to admire the 
wondrous works and thoughts of God, how great 
they are to-us ward, even to ſinners, and (faith he) 
no man ordereth them to thee, which is asf he 
ſaid , they are of thy free Grace , none deſerves 
them ; nay, no man can imagine, nor yet believe 
thaF#thy-works ſhould be ordered fo to proceed 
from thy own free goodneſs to unworthy ſinful ſin- 
ners, but that thou ſhouldſt beſtow them on men 
according to their goodneſs and obedience to thee, 
that thpu ſhouldſt-love thy enemies, and give gifts 
toRebels, no man thinks of ſuch an order.s And 
as they are great, fo they are more in number than 
I can expreſs; but as they are of thy free grace 
to {inners, ſo.thou haſt not required, nor wonldſt 


have any Sacrifice, Meat. oftering, or Burnt-offer- 


Ing for ſins, to wit, its not thy will that we ſhall do 
any thing to pleaſe thee withal, that we ſhould caſt 
oft all our fins, and. work righteouſneſs, that we 
may be accepted of thee, but as thou art good, ap 
Colt good, thou haſt opened my ears, that I ſhould 

no 


no more hear and believe that voice of the Serpent, 
that man ſhall become like God,knowing good an evil, 
-but that now i hear and receive [the icſtimony of 
Truth, thatevery man is « {iar , that af fleh 
corrapted their ways, and are altogether b:come abomi.. 
nablesn their doings, that there is no fear of God be- 
fore mens eyes, and that mans Heart, tha: princi. 
pal part that moves all his members, is d:cerrful 
above «ll things , and infinitely wicked ;, then when 
man hears, and receives this, and 1:cs in diſtreſs, 
in a loft condition, then, evea' then, thou thar wilt 
hear the: cries of the d:{treſfed Soul, out of meer 
love to man, ſendeſt forth Jeſns to be our Media- 
tor, and he ſaith, Lo 1 come, t i written of me in 
the volume of thy Book that I ſhall do thy will ;, lo here 
Iam; it is not written of man, that he ſhall do thy 
willin obeying thy commands, for they are fpiri- 
tual,and he is carnal,he cannotobey them in ſpirit, 
and all carnal ob-dience is abcminable in thy fight; 
but « 15 written of me #hat I ſh»4id do thy will, to 
make- men , of Sinners , Sons of God; lo here 
I am: and every ſinner in whom this Mediator 


hath wrought this work , ſtands forth and faith, | 


Thy Law is within my heart, I bave declaredggy righ- 
#e0uſmeſs 1: the great Congregation ,, lo | will not refran 
my lips O Lord. and thou knowe. T hus is that man 
upon whom chis work is wrought, carried out in 
all companies whatſoever, when he hath any op- 
Portunity to ſpeak of the great goodneſs and free 
mercies of God, which his Soul hath now had ex- 
perience of, he would never ceaſe, he hath n9 
delight to talk af any thing elſe, when {uch 


racked ones are in his company , as cannot ” 
| CE1VE 
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ceivethe word. he is forccd to ſilence,though to his 
grief,, to ſee the hearts of any ſo hardned, as 


' Not to receive ſuch comfortable Teſtimonies of 


God's great love to ſinners : Thus the Pfalmiſt 
ſhews his earneſt deſire to ſpeak of theſe mercies 
of God to Yerſe 1. * 

And there he prays that God withdraw not his 
tender Mercje, from him, but as he hath brought 
him to his eſtate, ſo' to preſerve him ; for inthis 
eftatEis man moſt ſenſible of his weakneſs, and of 
his manifold fins, and of the hatred of his ene- 
mies; in all whighthings he prays for the help of 
God, and con y his own low condition, and 
his truſt in Gods Mercies, praying for Gods 
continual preſence with him , he coucludes the 
Pſalm. 

Now whereas he ſeems to pray fgainſt his ene- 


'mies in this ahd many other Pſalms, it .is not fo 


to be underſtood , but that David ( as our Savi- 
our taught ) was inſtrufted to pray for his ene- 
mies, therefore his Prayers were that they might 
be deſtroyed ir the flefh, with all its works; as, 
Envy, Luſt, Pride, and chiefly their Contradi- 
tion of the Word of Truth , by the Juſtice of 
God in his Law, that their Souls might be ſaved 
by the Mercies of God in Chriſt. . 

Pſal. 4.5. verſe 1. This Pſalm is accounted to 
be made concerning Salomon and Pharaohs Daugh- 
ter, but unworthily; for David would not make 
ſuch a glorioys entrance to ſpeak to any man; 
and *many expreffions in it may ſhew that it is 
more divine; but the moſt certain Argument 1s, 
that David was a Prophet, and ſpake as he 
was moved by the Holy Ghoſt : and the ”—_ 

0 
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of God ſpeaks not of particular affairs , but of 
thoſe things which are of publick concern, and 


chiefly concerning Chriſt and his Church ; even. ' 


the converſion of ſinners. in which Saincs and-An- 
gels. rejoyce. *And this is that which David calls 
a goo” Matter ;, concerning Jelts, who is King of 
Kings {( not Solomon ) and wherem his Tongue 5s 
as the Pen of * a ſwift Writer ; for every man of 
God+is exceedifigly delighted to, ſpeak of his 
Grace and pracious works; for he is a MKribe 
well taught tothe Kingdors of God,.and there- 
fore te can bring qut of his Baggſures 'things old 
and new. : my 
i” Verſe 2. Thou art fairer than the Children of men, 
Full of grace are thy lips, becauſe God hath bleſſed thee 
for ever. Thus he begins to ſet forth his Beauty, 
wherein is theUelightfulneſs of any perſon; ſo it, 
is with the Soul, when God hath made known to 
man his own filthineſs and uncomlineſs through fin, 
and that only by Jeſus Sin is taken away.  O how 
beautiful is this face, this firſt ſighe of him ! 

-, Secondly, 'Full of Grace are thy lips : Here 1s 
. theſecond Commendation ; which is, when Jeſus 
hath opened his lips to us, from them he powts 
out Grace into our Soul, when he makes known the 
Father to us, and ſpeaks Peace to all that are far 
off and near; when he calls, Come to me all that 
are weary and heavy laden, and I will refreſh you: 
and all this is becauſe God hath bleſſed him for 
ever; we are aſſured hg comes frpm God, and 
that he and his Words are eternal , and therefore 
all bis Grace /powred out upon us, ſhall remain 
with us, and make us bleſſed for ever ; for he 1s 
the Word of God, and he ſpeaks the wipe ;y 


2 


— 
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God, for the ſpeaks nothing but what he hath 
heard: from: the Father ; and when he ſpeaks: to 
our ſouls,” with his word the Spirit is given, a 
certain Teſtimony to our Seul that we are the 
Sons of God, and a pledge of our Inheritance; 
for the Spirit and the Word cannot be. ſepara- 
ted. | 
Verſe 5. Gird thy Sword upon thy Thigh ,..O thou 
moſt mighty, thy worſhip and renown, The Tranſla- 
tor hath pur in according to thy worſhip and renown ; 
but it needed not: for the Sword of Feſus'is the 
Word of Truth , which is his worſhip and re- 
nown ; for therewith he prevails to bring every 
Soul in ſubjeCtion unto God , which is his great 
Honour; for none could do this before bim. A4o- 


ſes came before, anda fhery Law with him, pro- 


miſiog great bleſſing to the obedient, and threat- 
ning great curſes and judgments to. the difobe- 
dient ; but he could not prevail ; for of the ma- 
ny hundred thouſands that. came out of Egypt , 
none could enter into the Land of Caxaan: but 
two, Caleb and Foſhna, and all the reſt died in the 
wilderneſs, becauſe of unbeliefz and they entred 
becauſe they bad -another Spirit. The Prophets 
were ſent of God to foretel the Coming of Je- 
ſus, and to-let them know that all their Sacrifices 
and Obſervations of Gcds Beheſts, and their Faſt- 
ings and Prayers, and all that they did or could do 
in obedience to the Laws and Ordinances of God, 
was abominable.in his ſight, becauſe their ſtony 


Hearts were not changed, their filthy Minds were 


not waſhed, and therefore they were Hypocrites ; 
for all. their Obedience was carnal, as their Minds 
were, and the carnal Mind a be ſubject _ 

the 
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the Law of God ; but they told thery if they would 
kear-and believe them, and not truſt in-their own 
Righteouſneſs,but wait upon him that was to come, 
he would give them a new Heart, and renew a 
righs Spirit within them; and-teach them ſo, that 
he would:cauſe them to underſtandall-the Statutes 
and; Ordinances of God , and walk in them, and: 
make them as. pure-as. the fineſt Gold : but not- 
withftanding all this glorious Doctrine, the Pro- 
phets: prevailed not ;- for they made other Pro- 
phets/to themſelves, which taught pleaſing things 
to them according” to their Fancies; even that 
their Service was acceptable to God; (as all falſe 
Teachers do preach)" theſe they belieyed'and ho- 
Roured:; | but they ſlew and murdered the: Prophets 
whom, God ſent. © Then God ſent: unto them 
Fohu the: Baptiſt , with the Doctrine and Baptiſm 
oefRepentanee, a wongrovys holy and zealous man,' 
weeping , and: living: in a mourners'condition;, 

gfe of the- grievous' wickedneſs that was in 
the'world;; and he icryed unto them that they 
Honld !nob truſt in {themſelves , nor i im his Do- 
Etrme and Baptiſm ,. but ſhewed Jeſus unto them, | 
and told'them , 1-3ndeed Baptize with: Water une. | 
Repentance.y but he will Baptize with Fire andthe 
Holy: Ghoſt, but::1becauſe .of Fohn's; external Ho- 
neſs , they flockt'to his Baptiſm, and wonld 
needs prefer - him before Jeſus ; . but it was but 
for a-time : ſo heprevailed not, but Jeſus prof- 
pers with:his Glory, which is the Word of Truth, 
as1 (aid. before. þ 

Verſe 4. He rides on the word of Truth, Meth: 
neſs, 'and . Righteouſneſs, ſo his right hand doth 
veach terriblethings; He is as a meek Lamb led ” 
E211 | the 
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the ſlaughter ; he comes meek, ſitting upon an 
Aſs, and upon a colt the fole of an Aſs; he quen- 
cheth not the ſmoaking flax, nor breaketh the 
bruiſed reed, nor cauſeth his voyce to be heard in 
the ſtreets, ſuch is the meekneſs of Jeſus; for all 
that are wounded and bruiſed by the fiery Law, he 
goes not on to add unto their affliction , but he 
ſpeaks peace unto their Souls, be heals their 
wounds, for he is that Tree whoſe Leaves heal the 
maladies of all Nations ; fo he brings forth judg- 
ment unto victory ; for in him Mercy triumphs 


_ againſt Judgment; and his right hand teacheth him 


terrible things; for in doing theſe things, he finds 
that a woman of Syrophenicia accepts the name of a 
Dog, and yet hath more faith than he found in 7/- 
rael: and likewiſe the "Centurion who believed 
that he could heal his Servant by one word, as ea- 
fily as. he.could order his Servants , whenas the 
moſt . zealous Profeſſors of the Word and Wor- 
ſhip of God perſecuted him even todeath ; there- 
fore he learned that many ſball come from Eaſt, Weſt, 
North and South, and fit down in the Kingrom of 
neauen, and the Children of the Kingdom caſt out : 
is not..this a terrible thing, that there can be ſuch - 
hard hearts in men profeſſing the worſhip of God, 
that ſeeing all his Miracles, rowhom he ſaid, 1F 
do npt. ſuch things as never any aid before , believe 
we 70t,. and though they could not deny his Mirae 
cles, yet they perſecuted him, and choſe a Mur- 
derer., and crucified the Lord of Life ? This 
might. be a terrible thing to all that exerciſe 
ſtriftnels in any outward form of Religion, if 
their. eyes were not ſhut, if they ſtopped not 
their ,cars like the deaf Adder, if their minds 
R 2 were 
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were not blinded by the God of this world, they 
would look upon it as a terrible Example, and 
fear leſt the like envious Spirit ſhould be found 
in them, they being alſo zealous of an outward 
Form of Religion, as the Phariſees were; and 
well, may they fear it, ſeeing every form is ſo en- 
vious againſt all other forms, and they might well 
count it a terrible thing , that our Saviour , that 
meek Lamb and Prince of Peace, ſhould teſtife, 
that Harlots and Publicans ſhall enter into the King- 
dow of Heaven before that Generation: "And ano- 
ther terrible thing might they ſee, that our Sa- 
viour tells his Diſciples, that the like Profeſſors 
ſhould perſecute them and kill them, as they had 
done him. May they nov well think that they are 
they of whom he ſpake it ; even perſecuters of all 
that believe in his Name, for Hereticks , being 
that they are ſo bitter againſt all that profeſs or 
preach the Doctrine of Faith and Salvation by free 
Grace ? 

Verſe 5. Thine Arrows are ſharp m the heart of 
the Kings Enemies, the people fall under thee. Here 
is the proſpering of Jeſus; his Arrows are the 
Darts of Love ; for by his great love wherewith 
he loved us, and gave himſelf to death for vs, 
even when we were enemies, he ſhed abroad his 
love in our hearts, which begot love in us, and re- 
conciled us,when we were enemies through wicked 
works, that we might love and believe in him , 
and fear him with all our hearts and ſtrength , 
and love our Neigbour as our ſelves, yea and our 
very enemies, and fo is the Law fulfilled in vs, 
not with carnal ations, but with the Spirit of 
Love ; whereby all luſt, and ſelf-love , envy , 
guile, 
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guile, hypocrifie, and all other deeds of the bo! 
dy are mortified in us, and we are led in the up- 
right ways of God. Thus prevaileth he, and his 
Enemies are ſubdued unto him. | 

Verſe 6. Therefore his Throne is for eur, the ſcep= 
ter of his Kingdom & a right ſcepter. 

Verſe 7. He hath loved righteouſneſs, and hated 
wickedneſs, becauſe God, even his God hath anointed 
him with the oyl of gladneſs above his Fellows. 

Verſe 9g. All his Garments ſmell of Jſyrrhe, Alves, 
and Caſſia, out of the Ivory Palaces , where they have 
made him glad. 

All theſethings are true in Jeſus; by his Gar- 
ments, is meant his Righteouſneſs ; for it is writ- 
ten, Hecloathed himſeif with righteouſneſs and zeal. 
And here the Tranſlator hath put in ( ſmell ) 
which rather ſhould have been ( are) for his 
garments are of Myrrhe, Aloes and Caſſia, that is, 
truly purging, cleanſing, and making ſound ; for 
his Righteouſneſs, which is the Righteouſneſs of 
Faith, maketh ſound-hearted Chriſtians ; whereas 
mans Righteouſneſs, which is the Righteouſneſs 
of Works ,, maketh filthy Hypocrites. 

And by Ivory Palaces, is meant the true Faith 
and Fear of God; for Ivory is ſolid and white, 
and Palaces are Kings Houſes; and by Chriſt we 
are made Kings, and our dwelling is in faith and 
and fear of God; and this is the gladnels and joy 
of our Lord Jeſus, that he brings many Sons ard 
Daughters unto God. 

Verſe g. Kings Danghters were among the honoura- 

ones. 

( Some Tranſlators put in Wives, and ſome 
Women) refercing it to Solowon, why had ſo many 
| 3 Wives 
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Wives end Concubines ; but I put in ( one; ) be- 
cauie l refer it to Chriſt, whoſe Converts are ho- 
nou:able ones ,, and may be called Wives , be- 
cauſe he hath elpovſed them to himſelf ; or Wo- 
men. becauſethey are weak, and can bring forth 
no fruit without him; or Children , becauſe he 
hath begotten them of his own will, by the word 
of Truth ; or Servants, for he is their only Maſter, 
and their happineſs is to do his Commands;or Bre- 
thren, becaule they are the Sons and Daughters of 
God by Adoption,through the Covenant of Grace; 
or Friends, becauſe he communicates all his ſecret 
Councels unto them, which are hid from the wiſe 
and prudent of the world ; or his Family , be- 
cauſe he provides for them all. | 

And there are Kings Daughters among them, ſo 
honourable are they, that they will not be cfpouſ- 
ed to any bnii the Sons of Nobles ; all the Trea- 
ſures and Pleaſures of the Earth cannot: pleaſe 
their Minds; its only the Graces of the Spirit 
wherein their Souls delight, Love, Joy, Peace, 
Meekneſs, Long-/uffering, Temperance, &c. 
Thcie are their hearts linked to. The works of 
the Fleſh, Fornication , Pride., Covetouſneſs, 
Revellings, Hereſies, &c. their Souls abhor ; for 
theſe aree::emies to God and Godlinels. 

A-':4 upon thy right band did ſtand the Queen mm 4 
veſtiire of th: pureſt Gold. 

There is the Quecn to King Jeſus. Solomons 
Wives were many ; but this is but .one, even the 
elect of God, his Church, wherein, though there 
be thouſands and millions , of all. Ages , out of 
all Nations, yet are they all of one heart, and one 
mind, begottea by the ſame word, born - the 
EE ame 


——— — 
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| ſame Spirit, baptized with the ſame Baptiſm, fed 
with the ſame: Manna, that true Bread that came 


down from Heaven, and gives life to the world, 


and all eſpouſed ro one Husband, in which partici- 
lar Solomon and his many:Wives were. a Type or 


Figure of Chriſt and his Church; but Chriſt's 
Spouſe, this Queen, is cloathed -in a veſture of 


moſt pure Gold , to wit , the righteouſueſs of 


Saints, even Faith in Jeſus, wherein ſtanding ſted- 
faſt, they are in the ſight of God without. ſpot, 
wrinkle or blemiſh ; for he ſees no iniquity in this 
Iſrael, nor tranſzreſſion in this Facob; for they 


are the ſeed of Abraham his Servant, but not af- 


ter the Fleſb, but after the Spirit ; whereby they 
walk in the ſteps of the Faith of Abraham; 
therefore they were ſhewed to the D:vine all appa- 
relled in white, becauſe they are come out of great 
Tribulation, and have their Garments waſhed and 
made white in the Blood of the Lamb ; for there 
is none other that have any better Faith than that 


_ of the Devils, that are not come out of great Trij- 


bulation. | 


Verſe 11. Hearken O Danghter , and conſider, in- 
eline thine ear ;, forget alſo thy own Poople, and thy 
Fathers Hoſe. | 

This is the Admonition of God , wherein he 
ſpeaks continually in the Hearts of his People, as 
unto -his Children; that their Teachers be never 
removed far from them, but ſtand about Feruſa- 
lem, that they may hear a voyce behind them, when 
they turn either to the right hand or to the left, 
ſaying, This is the way, walk in it, walk not in 
yoyr own ways, for they are ways of folly and.va- 

R 4 nity 
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nity; nor in the ways of your Fathers, for they 
:were a ſtiff.necked and ſtubborn Generation, al- 
Ways'refiſting the Holy Ghoſt : caſt out that old 
Leaven; for its the Leaven of unrighteouſneſs ; 
'ſtand'ih rhe croſs way, enquire for the good way, 
for Jeſus: hath conſecrated unto us a new way, no 
-unclean-thing ſhall walk therein , even through his 
Croſs, whereby thefleſh ts crucified, and the mind 
-mortified'; then doth man forget his own Kindred, 
and his Fathers Houſe , when in ſelf-denial he 
.cleaveth to Jeſus by Faith, then doth he leave 
Egypt, 'and travel to Canaan, when he ceaſeth to 
provide for the Fleſh, to ſatisfie it in its luſts., and 
follows the guidance.of the Holy Ghoſt; who leads 
through the red Sea, through the barren wilder- 
neſs, that he' may fee'or know nothing how he 
ſhall live to morrow , but receive every day his 
dayly food from God, and find ſometimes bitter 
-waters and hard Rocks, that yield no. water but 
'by the mighty power of God; and ſometimes 
-great Giants, whom he cannot overcome but by 
the preſence of God, that he may learn to pray 
without ceaſing, as 1/rael prayed every morning, 
Ariſe O'God, let thy enemies be ſcattered before thee ; 
and every night , Return O God, and reſt with the 
many thouſands of 1ſr:el ;, that ſo the Soul may for- 
ſake all Confidence in the fleſh, and confeſs that 
there 1s neither power to reſiſt the enemies, to 
wit, Temptations of Satan, and-Luſts of the 
Fleſh, and Vanities of the World, nor to reſt in 
peace with God without his Power and Preſence 
wita them L © 

;. Ferſe 12. So ſhall the. King have-'\pleaſure in thy 
beauty, f.r he is thy Lord Ged, and worſhip =_ 
| | im, 
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bis.” This is that which makes the Soul beautiful - 
in'the eyes of God : Iſrael was not beautiful in 
the ſight of God by multiplying Sacrifices , and 
obſerving all the Faſts, and the 'Sabbaths, and 
Feaſts of God ; nor did they procure. his Love by 
changing their ways, and traverſing their courſes, 
and 'beautifying -themſelves, to wit, by making 
many and long prayers, for they are heatheniſh ; 
nor by much Zeal, for it was without knowledge; 
for their knowledge was from carnal wiſdom, and 
it perverted them ; ſo there's no beauty in the 


Soul in the fight of God, but in forſaking all that?s 


near and dear, pleaſant and delightful in the fleſh, - 
and believing in Jeſus, which is the work and will 
of God, and our ſanctification. 

Verſe 13. The Daughter of Tyre, ana the rich of 
the people ſhall bring gifts, and make their ſupplicati- 
on before thee. Here is the power of the Grace of 
God,that adds to the Church, enlarging the heart, 
and humbling the minds, even of Kings Daugh- 
ters, and all that are rich in Faith to give upthem- 
ſelves body, ſoul, and ſpirit; nnto the Lord, and 
pour out their complaints in hamble Prayer. This 
Is our reaſonable Service, and an acceptable Sa- 
crifice unto God ; its no other gifts that God ej- 
ther requires or will accept of ; for in all the Sacri- 
fices, this was the only thing that was required; 
they were: but figures of this; ſo that when this 
was wanting, the Prophet tells them, that all their 
Services were abominable to him; and to ſhew 
the reaſon, and to teach them how they might be 
acceptable, he ſaith,Waſb your hearts, ye Hypocrites, 
and cleanſe you, ye donble minced. | 


Verſe 14. © 
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Verſe 14. The Kings Danghter ts all glorious with- 
in, her Cloathing is of broidered Gold. Here is the 
true Church and People of God diſtinguiſhed from 
Hypocrites ; ſhe is glorious within, they without. 
Now look upon the whole world of religious zea- 
lous men, in all their ſeveral forms of Religion, 
wherein they are ſtriving and glorying to outſtrip 
all others , as Paxl did while he was a Phariſce ; 


where are the Papiſts and all their holy Orders 2 


where are the Proteſtants and all their zealous 
Forms ? Are” they not all ſtriving to excel inthe 
outwatd aCtions of the Body ?' many and long 
Ptayers , devout Faſts , zealoys keeping of Sab- 
baths, right, Baptizing, devout and frequent com- 


munion, and the like ; all things that are external, | 


till it come to ſaying Thou and You, and putting 
off Hats, or laying God ſpeed, .and the like ; alas 
where is Chriſt and his Church ? ;His Face, his out- 
ward Appearance is all ſo deformed, ſaith 7/aah, 
thereis to Forms nor Beauty, when we ſee him that we 
ſhould. aeſire him; as glorions as they are, he ſaith, 
7 and the Chil: ren which thou haſt given me, are « 
ſtrange thing to both the Houſes of Fudah and 1ſratl; 
when they were ſtriving whether Hquſe ſhould 
worſhip the Lord more rightly, whether in the 
Temple at Fern/alem, or in the Mount of Samarta, 
ahd the. Houſe of Fadah had the right place to 
worſhip in , as they ſuppoſed, and had many and 
ſtrong Arguments, yea Teſtimonies of the Word 
to prove it by ; but whom did they worſhip in that 


'Temple ? for they went to King Fareb for Coun» | 


cel, and truſted in the Horſes of Fgypr for ſtrength ; 
this God whom they pretended to worſhip, mull 
nelther give them wiſdom nor ſttength, So our 
| 7. x. - —_—— 
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Forms of Religion have ſtrong Arguments from 
the Scriptures ( as they 1uppoſe ) for the right- 
neſs of their way; but whom do they honour ? 
not the Father, for he hath given witneſs to his 
Son, and commanded all to hear him : Nor the 
Son; for he hathtold them, I am the Way; and 
they have choſen every company their own way; 
for his way is to have no Beauty, nor that his Ser- 
vants ſhould have any Beauty , nor that-any Ser- 
_ of his ſhould be an outward action of the 
Body : 

Therefore Paul teſtifies he is not a Few,that is one 
ontwardly ; neither is that Circumciſion which is 
outward in the fleſh;but he is a Few which is one in- 
wardly, and Circumciſion is that of the Heart, not 
in the Letter, but in the Spirit, whoſe praiſe is 
not of men, but of God. And ſo fay I, he is nota 
Chriſtian that is one outwardly, neither is that 
Prayer, Praiſe, Faſting , Sabbath-keeping , Bap- 
tiſm, Communion, which is outward in the eyes 
and ears of men; but heis a Chriſtian, which is 
one inwardly in truth of heart, and all theſe 


things are of the Spirit within, where God fees 


them, and not man; therefore our Saviour ex- 
horts his Church, that when they do theſe things, 
they be not like the Hypocrites; for they do all 
tobe ſeenof men ; and they do all theſe things, 
but Mercy,, Judgment, and Faithfulneſs they 
omit; but true Chriſtians, in doing theſe things, 
account themſelves unprofitable Servants; but 
they love Mercy, deal juſtly, and walk hum- 
bly with their God ; therefore is their Cloath- 
ing of broidered Gold; for their Faith ( oo 
rl 
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' trial whereof, is purer than that of Gold) ig 
. embroidered with all the Operations of. Grace, 
and Fruits of the Spirit. 


* Perſe 15. She ſhallbe brought unto the King in Rai- 
ment of Needle-work.,, the Virgins after her, her com- 
' pamons ſhall be brought unto thee. She comes not to 
the preſence of God ( but as Aaron and his Sons) 
in Garments wrought by the cunning workmen, 
into whoſe hearts.God hath pat wiſdom. The Chri- 
ſtian appears not before God by the teaching of 
Parents, Neighbour,or Brothers, but by Gods teach- 
inz, to wit,not by the teaching of ſuch Miniſters as 
have their underſtanding by natural Endowments, 
or acquired by reading , hearing and ſeeing ; but 
by thoſe whom Chrift hath choſen, and called , 
and ſent, and given them his Word freely, that 
they may freely give to others : And they that 
come after her are Virgins, not by. abſtinence 
from the ſociety of men by vowed Chaſtity, nor 
having made themſelves Virgins for to obtain the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but whom the Lord hath 
redeemed from the Earth , and weaned from the 
World ,, ſo that all their AﬀeCttions are upon 
Chriſt, and theſe are, the Brides Companions, and 
by the draught of Love are they brought with 
ber unto Jeſus; for he. is that one man upon 
whom ſeven women take hold ; for all take hold 
of - before they can be fruitful unto the 
Lord. 


Verſe 16: With joy and gladneſs ſhall they be 
brought . and ſhall enter into the Kings Palace. They 
that.are brought unto God , are brought by Fanny 
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and are filled with Joy and Peace in believing ;” for 
the reproach of their barrennelſs is taken away : 
for Faith works by Love, and brings forth the 
fruits of Righteouſneſs, and Peace and Joy in . 
the Holy Ghoſt, they are no obſervers of Days 
and Months , or of Apparel, or Meats, or the 
like external things, wherein Forms of Religion 
are placed ; for they live by Faith in Jeſus, who 
is the power and wiſdom of God unto Salvation, 
to Jew and Gentile, Profeſſors and Prophane , 
theſe Forms of Religion which. conſiſt in outward 
Ceremonies, Obſervations, and Actions, are the 
Idols which the redeemed of God caſt away to the 
Bats and Moles of the earth , thoſe that cannot 
endure the Light, leſt their Deeds ſhould be ma- 
nifeſted ; and that have their Converſation in the 
Earth, which mind earthly things, and cannot lift 
up their eyes to heaven, nor ſet their affeftions 
on things above, Bats and Moles are fit reſem- 
blances of theſe. 

Verſe 17. Inſtead of thy Fathers ſhall be thy 
Children , whom thes mayſt make Princes in all. the 
Earth. | . 

The Parents that are left when the Soul is 
drawn up to God by Faith in Jeſus, are Confi- 
dence in the Fleſh, Self-love, Caring for theworld, 
Delighting in any thing more than in God, Set- 
ting up, and Truſting to mans own Righteou(- 
neſs which 'is of the Law; theſe are the [dols, 
the dear Friends, the Fathers which mans Heart 
truſts to, wherein his Mind is drowned , that he 
1s compared to Wine ſetled on the Lees, that 
cannot be refined, or to a Pot of Broth whoſe 
Scum is ſo boiled in it, that all is —_ 

e 
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The Children which the Soul brings forth, when 
It is eſpouſed unto God in Truth, and Judgment, 
and Mercy, when God hath brought him to him- 
ſelf, to be faithful to .him days without number, 
' are Self-Denial, Love to God and Man, Faith in 
Jeſus, Righteouſneſs, and Peace and Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt, theſe are Princes in all the earth; 
there isno Law againſt theſe, no dog , to wit, no 
dogged natured man can open his mouth againſt 
theſe ; but yet they will ſo envy them in whom 
theſe are, that they will find ſome falſe accuſa- 
tions to lay. to their Charge , and ſo condemn 
them, and put them to death , as they have done 
the Lord 'Jeſus, and allthe Prophets , Apoſtles, 
and other: Saints of God, whom yet after-Ages 
have honoured for holy men. Therefore: he con- 

cludes, 

-' Verſe.18., 1 will maks thy, Name to be remembred 
in all generations ;, therefore the People ſhall praiſe thee 

for ever and ever. This is the work of Gad, and 

yety admirable, that he cauſes every wicked Ge- 

neration. to:;candemn their Fathers, and magnike 

the Servants of God , whom their Fathers have 

murdered'; as. the Phariſegs condemnedtheir fa- 

thers, and þuilded the . Fombs and Sepulchers of 
the Prophets, and yer they .imbrued thei hands in 

the blood of Jeſus, and all his Diſciples and Ser- 

vants.  'The Papiſts builded. Temples to the Ho- 

nour of Chriſt and'all his Diſciples ang Servants, 

and condemned the Phariſtes, their Fathers, who 

had murdered them, and :yer they imbrued their 

hands inthe blood of He, and Wickiiffe, and thon- 

lands of - the Servants of God, true Martyrs, that 


gave theirlives to death, jayfully for the teſtimony 
0 


of Jeſus; and now Proteſtants in all their ſeveral 
Forms of Religion condemn the Papiſts, their 
Predeceſſors for murdering thoſe holy men, and 
cry- up their Praiſes ,. and in their Writings ſet 
out Memorials 'of them. and yet if any preach 
the ſame Doctrine, they cry they are Hereticks , 
and if they can find no falſe accuſation to bring 
them to death,” at leaſt they. filence them, and ſo 
ſtop- the mouths: of the two Witneſſes of God, 
that they may live at eaſe, and feaſt, and ſend 
gifrs.one to another,; rejoycing that they have got 
them down that troubled their Nation, and yet 


their hearts burn in deſire to be imbruing their 
Hands in their blogd, that every Age may fill up 


the meaſure of their iniquity, that the Judg- 
ments of God may be clear againſt them; and 
yet will the Lord caufe them to be remembred in 
after-generations ,” and the people ſhall praife 
them for ever and ever. "NET. 


In, the 46th. Pſalm, the Pfalmiſt joyning} him- 
ſelf with the People of Gad:, triumphs in: the 
goodnefs of God, in the firſt Verſe, God 55s our 
Refuge, a very preſent help 5n' trouble; and in the 
ſeventh and laſt verſe, The Lord of Hoſts is with 
Ws, the God of Facob is our Refuge. Hence he 
"comes to ſhew the Chriſtians Confidence ; there- 
fort we will not fear though the earth be moved, 
though the Mountains be carried into the midſt of the 
Sea, though the waves thereof roar and be. troubled, 
rokgh the Mountains ſhake with the ſwellings there- 
of ;, by which Expreſſions he figures out the earth- 
ly minds , 'that are- never quiet ; they are like 
the raging Sea (faith . //aiah ) which continually 
* caſts 
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caſts. out: Mire and Dirt; great are their mo- 
vings and .manifold; they-are: at war one: with 
another about their Kingdoms, . their Glories, or 
their Forms of Religions, Trifles and Toys, 
that are of no .yalue; yet are they raging and 
roaring mad to fulfil their deſires; that many. of 
their higheſt; like Mountains. are: thrown: down 
into this raging Sea; but they are maddeſt;” arid 
roar -moſt againſt, the People of God, every one 
in their own Land, againſt-their own SubjeQts, 
whom they condemn for Hereticks, and deſtroy 
them ; yet ſaith he, | 


Verſe 4. There is a River, the ſtreams whereof 
ſhall make glad the City of our Ged , the holy place 
of the Tabernacle of the moſÞ Hiph, 


.. Verſe 5. God is in the midſt of her , ſhe ful 
net be moved , God ſhall help her , and that right 


early. 


By the City of God, and the holy place of 
his: Tabernaele, where God appeared- to 1/racl 
between the. Cherubims , is always figured out 
the broken and contrite heart of man, in which 
God delights to dwell. A - 
\ By the River is figured out free Grace, which 
brings all the Riches of God's Mercy in Jeſus, 
which refreſhes this broken heart, and walhes it 
from all uncleanneſs, by the pardon of Sin, and 
{anCtification of the Soul by the Blood of Jeſus, 
ſo is this contrite Soul brought to joy and peace 
in believing ; while l 1.3. 

Verſe 6. The Heathen makes much ado, and 
th: Kingdoms are moved, but God ſheweth bis 


4 yore, 


I 


En as Ok end nk wel WS © fend wed CGE © £ rm, nk, 6, bow 


{ 


_ Difficult Texts in Pſalms. 24« 


$0 ws "Cow a 


3 F 


voice, and the earth is melted away ;, wherein by hea- . 
thens is figured every unregenerate man, for he 
lives without God in the world, and he makes 
much adoe m—_—_ and framing a way of Re- 
ligion , patching ond piecing it together, by his 
praying ,and reading, and hearing; and repenting, 
and baptiſm, and communion, and believing, and 
ſorrowing, and rejoycing, and faſting,, and fea- 
ſtiag, and what not, and all but the fruits ofa 
carnal mind and deluded ſpirit ; that never knew 
the work of God, the regeneration of. life, and 


\ yet he makes much adoe in oppoſing the man of 


God; ſo earneſtly, that he can have no peace in 
his mind, if he get him not put to death, or ſtrongs 
ly perfecuted fora heretick ; thus he makes much 
adoe in juſtifying himſelf and condemning others, 
till God utters his voice ; by which is always figu- 
red extolling the Law, or applying judgment to 
the Line, (as it is called by the Prophet) to wit, 
vringing the Soul to judgment, and wrath and 
curſe of God by the Law, and then the earth is 
melted away; to wit, all carnal confidence, all 
earthly peace, all juſtifying himſelf,. all cenſt- 
ring of others, is turn'd to humble confeſſion and 
contrition, and condemning himſelf , and prai- 
ſing others, and praying for mercy, and hungring 
after righteouſneſs ; therefore he ſaith, 

Verſe 8, & g. Come behold the works of the Lord, 
what deſolations he hath made #n the earth ;, he mak:th 
Wars toxaaſe unto the ends of the earth, he breaketh the 
bow, and cuts the ſpear aſunder, and burueth the 
chariots in the fire : Doth not God make great de- 
ſolations, when he makes that man that counted 
himſelf a moſt religious man, to confeſs himſelf not - 

| S ſufficient 
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ſuſscient: for- one good thought ? as it was with 
Paw, Doth: he not make wars to ceaſe ? when, he 
tysns the heart of a perſecutor , earneſtly to feek 
Peace with. God and man, yea with: veryene- 
mies: Doth he not break the bow and all weapons 
of war: afunder, and that in all the earth, when 
he prochimgs. peace to all that are far off and; near, 
P and Profane, Fews and Gentiles, there- 
fore the. Pſalmiſt brings in the Lord ſaying, to all 
that make much. adoe, 
_  Ferſs 10. Be full then and know that I am God, I 
Will beexalitd amoug the beathen ,, I will be exaltedin 
thecarth; And'this is the end of all, that man caſt 
away. all bis Idols, all his conceited holineſs, and 
good: endeavours, and what ever he hath eſteemed 
apy» ways available to. falvation, and: with all his 
heart andi\Soukexalt the Lord Jeſus, that'he alone 
is the Author and finiſher of faith, the beginner 
4p perſecter of every good word and work, unto 
glory-andpraife of God :: 

Red In; this. Pſalm. David exhorts the peo- 
ple of Godtto praiſe him.with. all their : might, as 
the Apoſtle ,, when. he faith, rejoyce again] ſay re 
Pppce, rejuyce evermore; 1 ſay, it is: the people of 
G ough. he ſays all people; for this gene- 
ral'word is uſed, of in this ſenſe, becauſe the peo-. 
ple of God (though: they be but few.) are gathe-- 
red' out of all: the world, and: that he meant by 
them only, is manifeſt in the ſeventh verſe; where 
he limits. his exhortation- to-every-one thatthath 
underſtanding, which as, Paul. ſays, know rhe ter- 
rors of the Almighty, for they only know him. to be high 
and terrible;as in the ſecond:verſe, who have known 
bums. to excalt the Law-and make it honourable-; 2dil- 
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coverer of Sin, and of the judgments of God a- 
gainſt ſin; ' that he neither ſuffers ſin nor Sinhers to 


* go unpuntſhed , for the wayes of ſin 35 death ;, fo that 


that the ſilglies under the wrath and curſe of God, 
becauſe of firt crying unto God for mercy, . which 
Jonah calls Hell, ont of the beily of Hill cryed 7: This 
15 the terribleneſs and great neſs of God, by which 
he ſubdueth all people and all nations, and brin- 

eth them. into the ſame covenant of Graceand 


fear of God ;, which David here calleth, ſubawing 


them tander their feet, werſe 3, and gathering them 
to the people of the God of Abraham, verſe g. Iſa calls 
it , taking hola of the shirts of a Few, 10/the fourth 
verſe he proceeds toſhew the grace anu gracious 
goodnefs of God, which: makes al} people to 
joyn with them, becauſe afrer he hath made theny 
know his terrors, he brings them to their heritage, 
their everlaſting reſt, the heavenly Canaer ; as at- 
ter he had delivered 7/rae! out of bondage to Phe- 
raoh, he brought them thronghy many terrors to 
the Eand' of Ca7aar, which he calls a Land flow- 
ing with mulk and honey, and a Land of reft and 
peace ;. becauſe it was a type and figure of this hea- 
venly Camaan, even of living by faith in Chriſt, in 
whom is all fullneſs, of whoſe fulneſs all his peo- 
ple receive,. and that is their glorious heritage z 
whereby their mouths are filled with his prailes , 
and therein is he exalted above the Heavens and 
reigneth over the heathen; and this is his Holy 
Throne on which he ſits even in the Souls of bis 
contrite ones, for thoſe-he delights ro dwell with 
and thoſe are the Princes of the people, for Jeſus 
hath made them Kings and Prieſts ro their God, 


and they are the ſhields of the world, tor the 


T2 whole 
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244 _ © Ant Expoſition of the 
whole World is preſerved for their Sakeg. 

Pſal. 48. In this Pſalm alſo David opens his 
mouth in Parables, for declaring the, greatneſs of 
God, he ſhews that his greatneſs is eFforth in the 
City 'of God (and that is in his Servants that 
are of broken and contrite hearts): and upon his 
Holy Hill (and that is his free grace) for it makes 
them glad, and in this City, God is known for a 
ſure refuge; there*s nothing can give comfort to 
the broken heart but free grace, and this is that 
Hill of God that is exalted above all Hills and 
Mountains ;' to wit, above all the Righteouſneſs, 
Holineſs, Wiſdom, Zeal; Devotion, and Forms 
of Religion, theſe cannot comfort the Soul in the 
day of diſtreſs. . Theſe are mans high mountains 
till the Law be handed upon him by the power of 
God, and the ſecret iniquity of mans heart diſco- 
vered ; and all his fin and ſhame manifeſted, and 
all his Righteouſneſs be found to be as filthy asa 
menſtruous eloath ; then though he cries to theſe 
Hills and Rocks to fall on him , and hide him from 
the wrath of him that fits uponthe Throne, and 
from the wrath of the Lamb; theſe cannot do it, 
for he will meet them as a Bear robbed of her whelps, 
and tear the very cawl of their hears in pieces, yea 
from day.to night he will make anend of them, till they 
tern to him that wounded them, and cry to him m 
their diftreſs; when all helps and Helpers fail 
them ,, then will he have pitty on them ; and ne- 
it ver fail them, when they ſay there is no hope, 
[* - > then will he beget them toa lively hope, even 
| makeknown the greatneſs of his love and freenels 
of his grace, and exceeding riches. of his mercy ; 


This is his high and Holy Mountain, a moon 
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place indeed to their afflicted Souls; [then will they 
ſhout out is ptatſes: to the ends of all the earth , 
and call all the creatures of God to praiſe his 
name with them, this is the- gladnefs of their 
hearts, and this is their Souls refuge, ſo that when 
the Kings are gathered, even their Souls enemies, 
Luſt, Pride, Covetouſneſs, Hypocriſie, Malice, 
whereof the Church complains by Tfazb, © Other 
Lords have had dominion over us , but by thee ſhall we 
make mention of thy name ;, this name is ſo ſtrong a 
Tower unto them, that theſe Kings are gone, the 
love of .God expells all luſts, the Croſs of hriſt 
crucihes the fleſh with all it's Luſts and AﬀeRions, 
and mortifies the world and worldly mind ; The 
grace of God teacheth to deny all unrighteouſiieſs and 
every worldly luſt, and to live godly ſoberly and halily, 
in this preſent evil world. And hence it is manifeſt 
that this free grace of God is his Holy Mountain, 
where the broken in heart , who are his people, 
do wait continually for his Help, and why this ci- 
ty is faid to ſtand on the Northſide of this Hill , 
and what her Bulwarks, he Palaces, and' *her 
Towers are, which the Pſalmiſt exhorts to count 
and mark well, and why theſe are called the 
daughters of F«dah, I have opened before. 

Pſal. 5o. This Pfalm- is glorious in ſetting 
forth the works of God in the Souls of his peo- 
ple, even to make them of Sinners, Sons of God, 
and therefore in the firft verſe he ſaith, 

Verſe 1. The Godof Gods, the © Lord hath ſpoken, 
and called the Earth from the riſmg of the Sun, unto 
the going down thereof ;, wherein he gives the Lord 
this glorious Title, to ſhew that it is he alone that: 
doth this work; and that in the greatneſs of his 


9 3 power 
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wer and the excellency of his grace, and then 
th firſt paxrt of the work, is the opening of his 
mouth, or utterance of his voice (hath ſpoken ) 
that is, hath ſent forth his word, to wit, the Lord 
eſus Chriſt; his living word, by which he crea- 
ted all things ; and then ro whom ? He hath cali'd 
all the carth, from the Sun-riſing to it's ſetting , to 
wit, all men in the whole world y, by his word he 
makes them know they are but earth, ro wit, carth- 
ly minded, ignorant of God, unregenerate, ſtran- 
gersto the covenant of Grace, and cannot enter 
into., - nar ſee the. kingdom of God , for fleſh and 
bloud ſhall net inberst it. : | 
' . Perſe 2. Qut of Zion, the perfettion of beauty bath 
God ſhined : Zion (as I (aid before.) is his free grace, 
It. is through that , that God is pleaſed:tp look up- 
on the ſonsof men in this loſt condition, it isin 
Chriſt that he appears to reconcile the world to 


% 


ns and Pens ſatth, 1k h "UN 

. Verſe 3. Our Ga ſhell come an not beep (ilenee 
a fire ſhall devour 2/3 him, and @ mighty —_ 
fall be moved ramnd about hin ; 'Here 1s the fir ſt ap- 
pearance of God to earthly minded man, who 1s 
ungodly and delighted.in. wickedneſs, upon them 
he will rain Snares Fire and Brimſtone, and ſtormy 
tempeſt, this ſhall be the portion of:their cup; co 
wit, they ſhall know his indignation. aggiaſt fin, 
ay lie under the burthen- and weight of it, and 
then, A 

Verſe 4. He ſhall gall the beaven above and the earth 
to juds his people, to wit, they ſhall know what dit- 


terence between Heaven ahove, and Earth below, | 


for before they thought wickedly-in thei hearts, 
that I was ſuch as they.; the profane idle perſons 
| -_ . thought 
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thought that 1 would regard no ſach things, the 
civil wordly wiſe thought that I would be well 
pleaſed with that, the Hypocrite in his ſeveral 
forms of Religion thought themſelves right Heirs 
of Heaven, children of God; but they ſhall all 


| know, that they are but men, Lyars, Flatterers, 


Diſſemblers, and that Il am a God that am never 


Hee with wickedneſs, I will ſet all their mi 


eds in order before them, ſo ſhall the goodneſs 
of Heaven Judg them for their evil, and the earth 
ſhall challenge them for their portion; and then 
he ſaith, 

Verſe 5. Gather my Saints unto me , thoſe that 
make a covenant with me with Sacrifice ; Here gives 
He the mighty command, that all the ends of the 
Earth, all Nationsof the World, bring in their 
Sons and Daughters unto him, yea, that Hell and 
Death, and Sea and Grave, deliver up the dead 
that are in them ; even all that . have Sacrificed 
themſelves to him, both Body Soul and Spirit, by 
the Covenant of grace. 

Verſe 6. And the Heavens ſhall declare his richte- 
onſneſs, for God is Fudg himſelf ;, to wit, al! the 
Angels in Heaven and all Heavenly Saints, and 
Holy men, ſhall praiſe the Lord for this mi-hty 
redemption; and witneſs that he judgeth with 
righteouſneſs for the poor , and with equity for 
the meek of the earth. 

In the reſt ofthe Pſalm is the taking away the 
firſt covenant, to wit, of works, as in Sacrifices, 
and Burnt offerings, and whatever ma doth in 
obedience unto that word of the Law. ( Ds this 
aud live) and eſtabliſhing the latter covenant. t:- 
wit, of Grace, as takg the cup of Salvation andg-': 
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' thanks tothe Lord; and then reproveth the Hy. 
pocrites and warneth them to fear God, and con- 
cludes with a teſtimony of his mercy to his Ser- 
vants. 

In the 55. Pſalm is a contrary figure in the ninth 
verſe, I have ſeen cruelty and ſtrife in the Gty, day 
and night they go about upon the walls thereof, beth 
#miquity aud miſchiefs are in the midſt of it, wicked- 
meſs 15 1n the midſt thereof, deceit and guile depart not 
' frem her ſtreets; This City 1s Feru/alew, that 1s be- 
low, as the Apoſtle calls it, which is in bondage | 
with her children, this is the City of Hypocrites, 
as-is mauifeſt in the three verſes following , for 
it was not an enemy , but ſuch as went familiarly 
with him to the Houſe of God ; conſulting ſweet- 
Iy of things pertaining to Salvation, and: in the 
24 verſe his words are ſofter than Butter, ſmoother 
than oyl ;, but very ſwords and war in his heart ;, this 
1sall the ſtrieſt profeſſion of Religion in outward 
actions, of Zeal and Holineſs and great Devotion, 
there 'js no faithfulneſs in their mouth, their in- 
ward parts are very wickedneſs, their throat an 
open ſepulchre, they flatter with thexr tongue. 
Plalm5. O what a difference between 7ernfalem 
from above, and Feraſalem from below. 
 Pſal. 67. Let God ariſe, let his Enemies be ſcatte- 
red, let them alſo that hate him, flee before bim ;, Here 
David prayeth , that Gods power may be upon 
the powers of iniquity that are inthe hearts of 
men, for theſe are the enemies of God, not thoſe 
that fought againſt David and 1/rael, as Moab and 
Ammon, and Edom and Philiftims;, for thoſe he 
iheweth in the 60. Pſalm, that he will ſhew bis pow- 
er upon them, ard they ſhall rejoyce in him ;, and _ 
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vid defired not their deſtruction , though he ſub- 
dued them, when they roſe againſt him, but-Pro- 
phecieth in that Pſalm , that they ſhall be converted 
unto God, and ſubjeted by Chrift, who 1s the power of 
God unts Salvation ;, to thoſe Nations as well as to 
Manaſſesand Ephraim ; to them. that are far off a 
well as to them that arenear. - Ss 
Verſe 2. As ſmoakis driven. away, ſo drive them 
away ; as wax melteth before the: fire, ſo let thewick- 
ed periſh at the preſence of God;, Such .is man that 
lives in wickedneſs,.in ignorance of God, without 
Gold inthe world, unregenerate, He is lift up ia - 
enmity againſt God, Hatred of God, and of Je- 
ſus, and perſecution ofall that ſerve Him ;-but 
when God ariſeth, even when he extolls his law, 
and makes it honourable, a ſearcher of the heart, 
this is Gods ariſing to judgment, and then jare 
they but as ſmoak or wax befere the fire , then are 
all their high thoughts melred away, then are 
their hearts broken, even as if they were torn in 
pieces by a roaring Lyon, or a raging Bear. ---;- 
Verſe 3. But let the Righteous rejoyce, let them be 
lad, yea let them exceedingly rejoyee ; No Army 
can rejoyce ſo much in victory over their enemies; 
as the Righteous, even Saints and Angels rejoyce 
at the converſion of ſinners. BETH . 
Perſe 4. Sing unto: God ſing praiſes to his Nawe; 
extoll him that rideth upon the Heavens by his name 
(Fab)-and rejoyce before him ; Here the Servants of 
God are exhorred to extoll the Lord that rideth 
upon the Heavens, by his name Fah, which are fi- 
| —_ ſpeeches ; firſt thar God rideth upon the 
eavens, as it is ſometimes ſaid upon the.wings 
of thewind, and upon the cherubim, all which is 
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ereze of God, they are hid from all the world- 
__—} 9 | 
”” Secondly, *toextoll him by his name Fab, is the 


ſame that the Lord*fays, ye ſhatI0 more ſay the lord | 


' Yiveth, that browht Iſrael out of Egypt, but the Lord 
tsvith that gxthered his people out of all Lands where 
they are ſcattered ; even our of every ſinful conditi- 
vn” that -man' lives in, and is fubjeted to by the 
power of Satan ; as drunkenneſs and luxury, pride 
end arrogancy, covetouſneſs'and oppreſſion, idle- 
nels; folly, and vanity, hypocrifie and 1dolatry, 
therefore the” P (almiſt 'exhorts, to extoll him 3u lus 
nawt' ah ;' when he appeareth in' Jeſus ta.convert 
an ſubjeCt his enemies, for through theſe things 
man lives in enmity againſt God, and is ſcattered 
away from his preſence and captivated to Satan , 
which is figured by ſerving ftranfge Kings ; there- 
fore David adds, b ; / 
: Perſe 5i A father of the fatherleſs, and a Fuag 0 
the pt, is God, in A rh og By 4 
figured the ſame as that, he gathereth the outcaſts 
of Tfracl, and abjeft of the Gentiles, Iſrael gloried in 
their righteouſneſs, and the Gentiles in their wiſdom ;, 
but they ſhall zot be ſaved by theſe, but by the Lord 
their God : When their wiſdom is confounded,and 
the ny of their righteouſneſs diſcovered, and 
they left hopeleſs and helpleſs, as a fatherlels 
child or deſolate widow ; for as it is, 
Verſe 6. God ſetteth the Solitary in families, he 
bringeth out thoſe that are hound in chains, but - re- 
| CHWHS 


woctneſs, and judgments, . and' faithfulneſs, and ' 
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| the Souls of Sinners; out of the captivity of Satan 


and Sin, and makes tham.fruitful ; but they that 
go about to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, and. 
glory. in: their own wiſdom, which, 1ſazab calls, 
kindling a fire out of their own ſparks , ;and walking 11 
the li br of their own fire, they will be. deceived as 
he that hopes to have profit, or fruitful crops out 
of a dry land. Fre wp 
. Verſe 5,8. Q God when thou wenteſt forth befare 
thy people , when thou didſt march through the wilder- 
neſs, the Earth ſhook, the Heavens alſo drepped at the 
preſence of God; even Sings alſo was moved at the pre- 


ſence of God, even the God of Iſrael,; Here is an al- 


lufion to Gods -leading 1/rae! through the wilder- 
neſs, from their captivity in Egype to:the Land of 
Canaan; but ſignifies the Lord*s delivering Sonls 
of men out of captivity to Satan and Sin ;-and leq- 
ding them by a way that they have not known ; 
through many temptations and tryals, as at the 
Red Sea and bitter waters, and dry rocks, aud 
want. of bread and fleſh, to inure them'to- ſuffe= 
rings, and wain them from the world; and giving 
them water out of the Rock, and bread from Hea- 
ven, as freely as the Heavens drop down rainto 
make the Earth fruitful , and giving them a Holy 
Law to bring them under curſe and wrath of God, - 
as upon Sizas, that they may know the terrors of: 
God, and their own deceitful hearts. 

Verſeg. Thou O Gad did ſend 4 plentifnl Rain to 
"refreſh thy inheritance when it was weary, Here is 
the. ſecond appearance of God after he hath wea- 
ried manwith His judgments, becauſe of Sin; then 
He fendsa pleatiful rain, he r45ns down Righte-_ 


euſneſs 
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onſneſs ſaith, the ' Prophet, *to wit, he "appears in 
Jeſus ; HeTenews the heart, He pours out his ſpj- 
rit upon him, He guides him in all the ways of 
God, He gives him grace 'to 'chuſe that which is 
good, and avoid evil; a plentiful rain indeed; 
' Perſe 10. Thy congregation hath dwelt therein { 
thou O God of thy goodneſs haſt prepared. for the 
' poor, to wit, the poor in ſpirit, the Hungry and 
Thirſty , to wit, that thirſt after righteouſneſs; 
for. theyfhall_be Jatisfied, for theirs is the kingdomof 
Heaven, but the fearful and ' unbelieving, and eve- 
ry one that loveth and telleth a lye, are ſhut out 
and bave their part with [dolaters &c. in-the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimftone. 
Verſe 11. The Lord gave the word, great was the 
company of thoſe that publiſhed it ,, what is this they 
Publiſhed # even "the Goſpel, that covenant of 
Grace, "Salvation by free grace, glad tidings to 
the Souls afflicted, and overfaden with fin; theſe 
poor 1n ſpirit, 'that they may becomforted ; that 


thoigh they have been born blind, lame, deaf, 


they ſhall hear and ſee the beauty of the Salvation 
of God , and hall: leap and' daunce for joy, and 
ſhall walk 'foutly in all the ways of truth and up- 
rightneſs, and the dumb ſhall ſhout the praiſes 
[ God that fits upon the Throne, and 'of the 
Lamb that'is in the midſt of the Throne; yea, 
though dead in fins fins ſhafl be pardoned, Souls 
ſandtified, and they raiſed to the life of righteouſ- 
neſs, by. in, and with, the Lord Jeſus, the Lord 
ourrighteouſneſs;; yea theſe Publiſhers ſhall preach 
Salvation by that living faith , whereby the Law 
of God is not made void, but eftabliſhed in the 
Souls of Bzlievers ; whereby their fins and =—_ 
. | all 
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Difficult Texts in Pſalms: 253 
and. backſlidings are diſcovered, and they judg 
and condemn themſelves, and are not judged of 


God; buthe is merciful to them in' their frailties, 
and heals their backſlidings, and loves them freely, 


KBP CELE'S 


and this love begets ſuch a love inthem, that they 


love the Lord with all their heart and. ſoul, and 
might and ſtrength, and this love is the fulfilling 
of the law : And how come they 'to Preach this 
Doctrine ? have . they been at the Univerfiry ? are 
they approved and ordained by a Biſhop? no. 'a 
true Few is not approved of men, faith Paul, and 
the Lord Jeſus faith, 7 ard the Children whom thou 
haſt given me, are accounted as a range thing to both 
the houſes of Iſrael and Fudeh:; yea the ſcum and 
oft-ſcowring or baſeſt of all things, and thoſe two 
Houſes the only worſhipers of God; all other 
people being Heathens Idolaters ; well: may the 
Church cry, my leanneſs, my leanneſs, but ſome 


will fay, that was ina time of defection of 1/-ael, 


and now isa time of the Goſpel flouriſhing, yea, 
after the wiſdom of men , whereof our Saviour 
foretold his Diſciples, that they ſhould be hated and 
perſecated of all men {or his name ſake ;, and of what 
ſort? even they that accounted it was good ſervice 
to God to kill them ; therefore Paul plainly de- 
clares-that he was an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, not 
of man nor by man, and how have theſe Preach- 
ers this dottrine ? David faith, The Lord gave the 
word, great was the company of them that publiſhed it : 
Whence is manifeſt both , that this Doctrine is 
the word of God, and that none cag preach it, ex- 
cept it be given tothem of God; they that preach 
this dotrine are they , that are truly ſent of God, 
and all others preach rothing but their own con« 
ceits 
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-ceits or what they have feen or hea: d,or conceived 
*n their deceived and deceitful hearts, 
i, Verſe 12. Kings of Armies 'did fice apace,and ſe 
that tarried at home dvvided the ſpoy! : T hele Kings 
and their Armies are the juſts of the fleſh, follies 
and vanities ofthe world, and Satan with his prin- 
cipalities and powers of darkneſs, for theie are 
they that rnle in mans heart and affections by na- 
ture; but when man receives this doctrine, they 
are all put to flight ; for this'is the foul that tar- 
ries at home, for man*s ſure abiding place is not 
in this world, but with God in Heaven, and when 
ke hath recerved this Doctrine, he hath. his con- 
verſation in Heaven with-God ; for be that boliewr; 
faxth are Father, Son, awd Holy Ghoſt. there- 
fore this ſoul divides the ſpoyl mightily. 
\ Verſe 13." Thenghye have layn amang pets, yet ſhul 
yebe asthe wings of a Dove, covered with ſilver, and 
| her feathers with yellow gold ;, Here is the: deferipti- 
on of Saints, they have lain among, pots, .carthen 
Ss, poor Earth-worms, Potters Veſſels, all bro- 
n in pieces; this istheir ſtate in nature, all ne 
tural endowments , Humane Honours, acquired 
abilities, can make them no. other; great Kings 
are but asitaſes of firebrands in the ſight of God, 
he gives his meaneft creatures power over them, 
as frogs, flies, caterpillers, as in Egipr ; but God 
willmake man purer than the golden wedg; of 0- 
phir faith” 1a. Te ſhall be like Doves feathers as of 
filver and gold, ſure and ſolid, to fly away from all 
the wiſdom of.the world ,, and.dwell in the ſecret 
place of chemoſt high. 
, Verſe 14. When the Almighty ſcattered Kings i 
tt, it Was Wille as [now in Salmon, It appears oy 
£n1s 
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this , that by Kings are underſtood; huſts that 
raign in mans heart, till-it be purged bythe grace 
of God:;, for when theſe are waſted away by" the 
bloud of Jeſus, then the Soul is whiter than ſnow; 
Pſal. g1. and 1s preſented to God without ſpet or bie- 
” 

Verſe 15. The bill of God ts as the bull of Bafar, 
an eb as the hill of Baſan; Of this Hill The 
ſpoken in Pſal. 48. | | 

Verſe 16. Why leapye, ye high Fills * Fhis'is the 
Hill which God delighteth to dwell” in, yea God 
will dwell in it-for ever. I ſhewed' before, that the 
Hill of God is free grace, and this he delightsto 
appear in, and will be found free and gracious to 
miſerable ſinners for ever. So the High Hills of 
man, are-his Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, Zeal, and 
Holineſs, which are continually leaping , even ex- 
alting themſelves againſt free grace, that pleaſant 
Hill of God. | 

Verſe 175. The Chariots of God are' twenty thow- 
ſand, even thouſands of Angels , the Lord is among 
them as in Sinav imthe Holy place: Here by: Angels 
underſtand'/Preacbers-of the truth, which are ſaid 
to ſtand round about Feruſalem the Church of God, 
and are by the Dlvine called the Angels of the 
Ehurches, and hereby Dav:d called Chariots, be- 
cauſe by- them the Lord rides in- triumph.in the 
hearts of his people, and by them are the people 
of God carryedin triumph over fin and Satan, Hel 
and Death; asin Ss; to bring to condemnation, 
by the Law, ſo is-his Holy place, even his free 
Stace calPd Mount S579, the Hill of God,to bring 
to Salvation through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

Verft 18. Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led 
captsvity 
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Gaptrotty captive, thou haſt received gifts for men,even 
for the Rebellious alſo, that the Lerd might dwelt among 
zhew , Here. is the exaltation of God when he 
captivates Satan , who did captivate poor ſinful 
men, and accepts the death and ſufferings of Je. 
ſus, for the redemption of ſinful , yea, even of 
rebellious ſinners, and through the attonement of 
of his bloud, -is: pleaſed to dwell among them. 
Verſe 19. Bleſſed be God who daily -Loadeth nswith 
benefits, even the God of our Salvation; The people 
of God take every thing for a benefit of God,what- 
ever befalleth them, and praiſe him for loſſes,crof- 
ſes, troubles, ſickneſs. and death, as well as for 
life, health, ſtrength, and all proſperity, for God 
cauſeth all to work together for their good. 
_ Perſe 20. He that is our Gods the God of Salva 


tion ,, and unto God the Lord belong the Iſſues from | 


death ; The Servants of God know their God, 
from all the Idols and Idolatrous conceits of men; 
who think they honour God highly doing all things 
that he requires, as. //rael! by offering birds and 


beaſts which he commanded, and ſo now Profeſ- | 


ſors by pouring out many and long prayers and 
praiſes which. are required under the Goſpel, 


' whereas by all were meant. true hearts and loving 


affettions, which they being eſtranged from God, 
by wicked works, cannot give unto him, there- 
fore Believers acknowledging that. they are not 
ſufficient for one good thought, call upon him in 
their diſtreſs, and he delivering them and making 
them of Sinners Sons of God, he is their God, 
their Saviour, he hath brought them from death 
to life, andin that life they will praiſe him for 


EVET. 
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2356 - An Expoſition of the 
captrotty captive, thou haſt received gifts for men,even 
for the Rebellions alſo, that the Lord might dwell among 
them; Here is the exaltation of God when he 
captivates Satan, who did captivate poor ſinful 
men, and accepts the death and ſufferings of Je. 
ſus, for the redemption of ſinful , yea, even of 
rebellious ſinners, and through the attonement of 
of his bloud, is pleaſed to dwell among them. 

Verſe 19. Bleſſed be God who daily -Loadeth ns with 
benefits, even the God of our Salvation; The people 
of God take every thing for a benefit of God,what- 
ever befalleth them, and praiſe him for loſſes,croſ- 
ſes, troubles, ſickneſs and death, as well as for 
life, health, ſtrength, and all proſperity, for God 
cauſeth all to work together for their good. 

Verſe 20. He that is our Gods the God of Salva 
tion , and unto God the Lord belong the Iſſues from 
death ; The Servants of God know their God, 
from all the Idols and 1dolatrous conceits of men; 
who think they honour God highly doing all things 
that he requires, as 1/rael by offering birdsand 
beaſts which he commanded, and ſo now Profel- 
ſors by pouring out many and long prayers and 
praiſes which are required under the Goſpel, 
whereas by all were meant true hearts and loving 
affections, which they being eſtranged from God, 


by wicked works, cannot give unto him, there- | 


fore Believers acknowledging that they are not 


ſufficient for one good thought, call upon him n | 
their diſtreſs, and he delivering them and making | 


them of Sinners Sons of God, he is their God, 
their Saviour, he hath brought them from death 
to life, and in that life they will praiſe him for 


EVET. 
Verſe Zl- 
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. Perſe 21: Bit God ſhall wonnd the bead off. his ene- | 
mies, and the hairy ſcalp of ſuch 4 ore asg0:th onſiill | | 
in bis treſpaſſes ;, 1 ve tretpals of Adam was, to be- 
lieve the Serpent telling him he ſhall,be ike Gogh 
ſo every one goes on in his treſpalles that believes 
he (hall byobſerving ſuch a way of Religion,or wat- 
ting:en a Light within, or whatever 1: be, that he 
hall be Holy and Righteous ,*for that 1s to be 
like God ; The head and hairy ſcalp is EY h 
eſteem,'man hath' of his own. goodneſs add hali- 
neſs, .and this: will God wound, forall chat man 
accounts gain, muſt be found to, be loſs and dang, 
As IC Was: with Par, i. o NE 6-64 
Perſe 22. The Lark [6 L pill bring ain (pw. 
Baſan, 1 wilkbyitg my, propie again from the dejths of 
the;Sea; Here?s., the mighty.,and+gracious work of 
God; for wherein! ſcever, man, js exalted, as high 
as the Hill of Baſuz,the Lard.will bring him.down; 
and whereſvever h2 would. hide him/elf. and his 
councels from G:d, He will find him out; and 
difrover his'iniquiry,inthe fight, of the Sun; that 
every one .char tinnetia may be alhatned, and _coh- 
ſtrained £0.ſeek unto Gad jn his.diftrets.., .; 
Verſe 23. That thy ſoot way be dipped #n the bloud 
of thine enemies, aud th: tongue of thy . d gs in the 
fame; This is the total {ubjection of man, Ltitl he 
tel the byrden of fin to ſmart, as he whoſe hloud 
is ſpilt under the feet of men, and the licking of 
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Tirſ 24 They h.ve ſern th | going O God, even 
the gargs of Goa my k 1:8 in the fanttuary. Theie aie 
The goings of God, wn his Holy place, whichis his 
free grace to bring mn to. himfelf a fiaful Sinner z 
and t9'cry ynder rhe gurthen'ot ther fin'vln {510 
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258. © AnExpolition of the * 
God for. mercy, as did the Prodigal, all otherre. 
gardncr the goings of God, bur their own , as 
7 avs gloried in.their'own bow, and ſhield, and 

ear, Ee. even in their own righteouſneſs, wil: 
dom and holineſs. 

In-the three next verſes is ſet forth the order in 
T/rael for praiſing God, a Type of Figure of the 
Praiſes of God in the hearts of Believers, where 
there is more harmonious melzdy, than all Singers 
Players on Inſtruments, or Damfels with Tim- 
brels can make, and higher Lords than all Princes 
and Rulers can ordain;,' to praiſe God in the con- 
gregation, even the Lord from the fountain: of 
. Ifracl;, whete by congregation underſtand the 
Church of God differied through the world, but 
gather'y by the Grace of God from luſts and lies 


to the praiſes of their God, and+that is the foun- * 


tain of '7/rael, for as God called: Abraham out of 
tdolatry, fo calls he all his people ont of iniquity 
or bypecriſie. \ 

» Verſe 2.8. Thy Ged. h:th commanded thy ſivength 
ſtrengthen © God that which thaw haſt wrought for ni; 
The firſt" Teſtimony ſignifies the ſending of the 
Lord Jeſvs for he is fent by God and is thewhole 


ſtrener of his Caurch ; the latter is proper for | 


the eſtabliſhing his people in faith, to ftand faſt in 
it ; rofight the good fight of it, to quench theke- 
ry darts of the Devil by it. Ea 4 
Perſe 29. Becauſe of thy Temple at Jeruſalem, ſhal 
Kings bring prefents nnto thee ;, This is very typical, 
for by Temple is figured the Lord Jeſus, foras 
the. Temple was the only place where at Sacrifices 
maſt” be offered, ſo aff worſhip of God and pray- 
Ers to liintmuſt be in the name of Jeſus ; By Tim 
Alam 
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Difficult: Terts'in' Palms: 2 &9 
ſale is figureg:the broken: and. coitrite iti heart 
which are FerFalem from above,' the place where 
God will dwcll ; by Kings are bnderſtood behe- 
vers, whorh Jeſus makes Kings and- Prieſts unto 
theit Gad ; by Preſents is meant, offering them- 
ſelves body, foul, ahd ſpirit, unto God; So that 
the ſenſe ſtands thus, becauſe thouarr pleaſed to 
ſend Jeſus tro comfort the afflicted ſoul, thy ſer= 
vants will give up themſelves body, 'foul, and fpi- 
rit:to thee daily. F | 

Verſe 30. Rebuke the Spearmtn, the multitud; of 
the Balls, w:th the calv.s of the 'people, till every one 
ſubmit him. If with pieces of (ilver , ſcatter thou the 
people that delirht in war. Here David prays again 
that God will work-his great work, to bring into 
ſubjettion all his enemies, that arm themſelves 
with ſtrong reaſons ; as with ſpears, that ſer.their 
faces againſt the truth of God, with frowning count- 
renance, like Bulls, that think to pleaſe God with 
the ſacrifices of calves, that delight to corttend a- 
gainſt 'the ways of God, as men of war agaitilt 
their enemies z that the Lord would ſo deftroy 
and confound them, till they ſubmitted themſelves 
to the righteouſneſs of faith, and received that 
word of truch, that is like tryed ſilver. 

Verſe 31. Princes ſhall come out of Egypt, Ethis- 
pia ſhall ſoon ſtretch ont her hands to God ;; When God 
ſhall thus ſhew his power , the higheſt power of 
all his people*s enemies, as Egypt was to /ſraeland 
the moſt ſinfnl of men who are 5s foul within, as 
the Blackatnore in skin, ſhall all come to God , 
ſtretching out thejr hands to -pxay for mer&y. 

The concluſion of the Pſalm js an exhortation 
tg all that are thus converted, (when their old 

| a . kingdoms 


2466 An Expoſition of the | 
kingdoms-of :Juſt and reaſon) theig pride in their 
own wiſdom and, Tighteouſtieſs, -2fe ſubdued, to 
pr the Lord his-du2 praiſes, that in him 
OL the excellency of all power, and that he gi- 
VEL ſtrengthand power to his/people, but he harh 
hid-t. as in the clouds, in miſts 'and thick -datknels, 
fomall'the wiſe of the world,ſo terrible is he in 
kis-holy place.-*:- | 24 17.57 
. "1Pfal. 72..This is Intituled: a Song of Solomon , 
bnt is- altogether to be underſtood concerning 


»Clixiſt, as well may be underſtood, *by cthathe'ar-' 


tributes an erernal continuance- to him, as-in all 
things. to which he aſcribes eternity ;- muſt be'vn- 
deritood of ſpiritual things; Expounders of ithe 
Scripture would have ſach ſayings underftood'ef 
;that age, as: where it is written of ſome cerems- 
Mes," ordinances, or facrifices given to 7/Fael{thit 
. they. ſhall beicontinued: for ever, they would un- 
:dexſtand it tillthe.coming of Chriſt ; becauſe that 
then all ſoch things were taken away, -but they 
:ſhouldbe nnderftoodof. the fpicitnal things figured 
»by'them ; as by circumciſion - of the foreskins, 'the 
;circumcifion:of the heart, which muſt continue for 
ever ;. Andtherefore Paul faith, we are the circunr 

weſ:or, which worſhip God mm the ſpirit, rejoyce'i 
. Chit Zeſits and have no confidence in the flcſh ;, where 
.(by fteſh)) is meant the circumciſion of the' fleſh, of 
+-any otheriexternal,; corporal aCtion or work of Re- 


-ligion ;. ſo whew it is faid, the law ſhall endure for 


ever, it is-ſpoken concerning that law wherevt 
, the Apoſtle: faich, the Law of the ſpirit of life in 

Chriſt, hath freed me from the law of ſin ard death ; 
and inthis'{fpeeck Panl' tffsans (by the law of the 
tyicit of life the power of the Grace of God, 0! 


- 


Difficult Terts fn Plalms: 26, 
the gujdiog.of the ſpirit ; and'by (the law of ſin) 
the{trength ofduſt and'the remptations of 'Saray?; 
So when!it4s ſpoken of /ſracl's dwelling in Jernf4- 
len, or in their own land for ever, it 1s fo bEuyſt- 
deritocd of that the Apoſtle calls Farwfalem from 7 
boye; 40 Wir, the ſtate of Chrifffahity, which js 
$0; live by faith, for that js the City of ſnare habi- 
ration, and'their own Land or perpetuzFkingdom 
10 the people of God. ' K, "04 138 BEE 

Pſa}; 73. la this Palm David (etteth forth the 
proſperity of the wicked, and tow his mind was 
tronhled, hecauſe-it is commonty.: ſaid, that 'Goll 
well puniſh the wicked, ara proſper the 7ipht:ous ; which 
he ſays he did nor under itand tiil he we it into the 
SanCtuary of God, which ( as 1 have fhewcd before) 
is the life of faith ; wherein all things. are under- 
ſtood ſpiritually, fo the puniſhment of the wick- 
ed, is a heardened heart in this life, or Hell-fire 
afrerward ; ſothe proſperity which God gives' t9 
the righteous, is'opering their ears and-rurning 
their hearts ro the diſcipline of the truth in this 
life, and eternal life hereafcer. 

Pfal. 74, Inthis Plalm, firſt the Pſalmiſt prays 
for the preſence of God, complaining as in #tims 
of defertion, thai God withdrawing his preſence, 
the Adverſaries roar Cc. where the people of 
God-are called (rhe Rod of thy inheritance, thy rc- 
deemed, mount Zion, &c.) by which is to be under- 
ſtood , Believers who live by faithtin Jeſtis, vnder 
ſenſe of fin, by the judgments of Godby the Law ; 
and filed with joy and peace in believing, whereby 
they love God above all, and all men, even ene- 
mies; which is the perfe&t work , eyen this faith, 
love, joy, peace, in and with God and ſenſe of firf 
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| 26.2 An Expoſition of the <. 
In themſelves, and they that work: this yerfe@t 
yprk are the Miniſters of Truth, and the Axes 
«they wrought with, are. the Law exalted :to judg- 
ment; and the Goſpel adminiſtred or preached $0 
the poor broken in heart, and contrite in ſpirit: 

+ By the Adverſary:is meant , the Hypocritical 
Church, and their falſe Prieſts, that preach the 
word in the Letter, and magnific-all the aCtings of 
man in the body; 2s the falſe Prophets of '1/rasl 
taught them to obſerve” Fafts, and Feaſts, and 
New-moons, and to multiply: Safrifices, and to 
impriſon and ſlay;the true: Prophets, that told 
them all theſe things were wicked and abominablke 
to.God; becauſe they were wicked and-theirhands 
full of bloud; So in theſe days, they: teach to 
pray, believe, repent, b2ptize, communicate, & 


þ 


all thirgs after the Letter, and magnific them that | 


do theſe things, and incite then to perſecute, and 
Nay, or ſtop the mouths of the Minilters of Truth, 
that tell them that all theſe things are curſed by- 
pocrifte, unleſs they be firſt. regenerate and made 


ew creatures, and 'ſo live by faith in Jefus, and | 


hive al} theſe wrowght in rheir hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt; Theſeare rhe Sanctuary of God whichthey 
deltroy, the Synagogues of Ged which they burn 
up, till there be no Prophet left, nor any that can 
declare hoyy long this iniquity ſhall prevail, theres 
fore, 


God will dr, wout his rsfht hard and oonſume them; 
which is no other but to open their ears and turn 
their keartsrodiſcipline; this isthe rigl.t hand of 
God whereby he worksSalyation in the midſt of the 
ear , by his ſharparrovs all his enemigs ſ{bmit 


unto 


. 


bn) 


Verſe 1c.. to 15. In the tenth Verſe he prays that | 


| 
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unto him, and bring gifts, even their body ſoul and 
ſpirit a Sacrikce to God 5 Thus he divides the 
Sea by his power, and breaks the heads of the dra- 
gons in the v.acers; to wit, he cleanſes the heart 
of that Sea'of iniquity and hypocriſie that was in 
it, and crucifies the fleſh, and mortifics the world- 
ly-mind, thofe poyſonfull Dragons ; and breaks 
the head of Lerzathar, and giveth him to be meat 
to the people in the wilderneſs; to wit, caſterh 
out the Devil, that he prevail not to delude the 
people, but have his paltime in the world, that 
wild wilderneſs even the deluded fouls of men, 
that feed on aſhes inſtead of bread ; even delight 
in carnal forms of Religion inſtead ofthe true and 
living faith : In the reſt of the Fialm he ſets forth 
the glory of God in all things, which are ſtil] to be 
underſtood ſpiritually, 2s by (the day giving light 
to his people, and by night, giving up others to 
their own wills, and hardneſs of heart and blind- 
neſs of mind, and by turtle-dove) the people of 
God, and (by dark places of the earth ) the igno- 
rant, blind, deluded fouls of others. 

In the 75. Pfa/m , David {peaks in his own name 
but in the perſon of Cliriſt, for it's he tht efta- 
bliſheth the pillars of the world ; even the people 
cf God, for they are kept through faith by Chriſt 
wo is the power cf God unto falvation ; it's he 
that eſtabliſheth them unto every [good word and 
work, .it's he that breaks the horns of the wicked 
and exalts the horns of the righteous, for he is the 
right hand of Gcd,, who makes the wicked 10 
wring out and drink the dregs of his red wine, e- 
ven the wrath of God againlt ſin, till their horns 
be hroken, to wit, till their proud hearts be hu 

| e bled, 
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bled, and then he exalts their horns in the Lord:, 
eyen raiſes their fouls to praiſe the Lord. 

Pal. 756. Verſe 1. God ts known in Juda, his name 
great jn [irael ; Heie by Jada and 1/rae! under- 
ſtand Believers, the true Church and people of 
God, for in that Nation there were ſo many witk- 
ed people , that the true Prophets of God ſpeak 
more again{t their hypocrite, then againft all the 
prophaneneſs and Idolatry of other natigns. 

Ver fe 2. For in Salem #5 his Tab'rnacle, and bis 
dw Iing in Sion ;, Salem fignifies peace, and Sion vis 
Church, even: the broken and contrite in heart; 
and that with ſuch he dwells as jb his tabernacle. 

V, er ſe Z+ There breaks he the arrows of the bow, the 
ſhield, the ſiro/d, and the batiel; To, wit, all the 
contention of mans reaſon, azainſt. the word and 


ways of the truth of God, which he ſays, is mors 


brizht and pniſſant than the mointains cf Prey. 


. Verſe 4. By which he means the High, Wiſe, | 
. Religions and Zealous, conceits of men, whereby | 


they rob God of his. Glory. | 
Verſe 5. The ſicut hearted are ſpoyled , they bave 
[eept their ſleep. and «ll the men of jirength have nat 
found their hands © | | 
Ve ſe 6. Atthy rebuke O Ged of Faco5, both the 
C2.:ri0t and Farfe aref. lin aſlerp, Here*s the pow- 
er of G:d that.pulls down the pride of men, and 
makes them know they were ſleeping ina carelels 
condition ignorant of God ; when they dreamed 
of ſtrength and were ſtout-hearted, they dreamed 
that they did eat and drink, but when they awaked, 
otheir ſou's fainted in them, theic horſes and cha- 
riots wereas feeble, and helpleſs, as men aſleep. 
' By 70h js underſtood the Servants of ooh, 
PI - 3-0 ” OR whom 
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whom he brings 'to the bleſſings andinhecicance, 
and birth right, which they were not born tg ; che | 
reft is plain, but Þþy the. aſt expreſſion (ſpirit of 
Princes and kings of the earth) is meant men 
proud and ,haughry jn themſelves, or upon theit 
own holineſs, be they never fo poor and low. 

Pſat. 77. Verſe 16. The” waters ſaw thee © God, 
the waters ſaw thee, and wert affrasd, y:a tbe depths 
trembled; By waters ur.derftand men in their na- 
tural ſtate, which are compated to' waters, both 
for their lightneis and vanity, wherein, they are 
like. water ſpilt upon: the gronnd, good for no- 
thing, and alſo for their fury, wherein they are 
like raging flouds or waves of the Sea; The fee- 
ing of God is the manifeſtation of Gods wrath and 


judgments becauſe of ſin, as Fob faith, I heard of 


thee before by the heaving of the ear, but now mine cies 
have ſeen thet ; this made them afraid, yea their 
hearts, that bottomleſs depth of iniquity, trem- 
bied. 

Verſe 17. & 18. The cliu1s poured out water, the 
heavens gave & ſound, yea, thine arrows went avroad; 
the voice of thy thunder was round about; thy light- 


 nirgs lightned the world, the earth trembled and fhook; 


All this ſignifies the judgments of God falling up- 
on man becauſe of iniquity, as the portion of the 
ungodly is fire and brimftone, ſtorm and tempeſt, 
bur this lightens "the world in the' knowledg of 


_ their finfulneſs and God's righteous judements,, 


bat ſhakes the foundation of the earthly miad. 
Verſe 19. Thy way 1s in the Sea,*thy paths in great 
waters, thy footſteps art ndt known ; the way and 
path of God is to ſtay the madneſs of rhe pebpls, 
as he 'ſers bounds unto the raging flouds ant _ 
® 
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of the. Sea, but no man.can know his footſteps, for 
he” makesknown his power on men, ſome in one 
way, ſome in another, ſo that this work is that 
- new name, which none can read, but he that hath 


IT. | R 

Perſe 29: Thou didſt lead thy people like ſheep by the 
band of Moſes and Aaron; Here by Moſes 1s under- 
ſtood the Law, whereby ſin is diſcovered, and the 
Sinner caſt down to death, and by: Aaren.the 
Prieſt is underſtocd Jeſus the High Prieſt of our 
Profeſſion, by which man is led out of his natural 
eſtate, that Land of darkneſs, even of ignorance 
of God; and of all things that belong to his pezcy 


in the day of his viſitation ; unto the; heavenly C@ 


aan, that land of Life and Liberty, as 1/rae| 
was led our of Egypt, that Land of their captivity, 
unto the earthly Canaar, a Land given unto them 
by God, there to ſerve him all their life in free- 
dom of ſpirit. | 
Pſal. 84. Perſe 1. How amiable are thy T aberna- 
cles O Lord cf Hoſts ? The Tabernacles of God or 
his dwelling place on earth among men, in which 
his Saints live with him, and worſhip hinz, is the 
broken and contrite heart , that lives by faith in 
Jeſus; This life of faith is that which was ſo plea- 
fant to David, and is (© to all the Saints of God. . 
Verſe 2. That they long and faint for deſire to bs 
exerciſed in faith, that works by love to God and man, 
O the Courts of ut ans fair and large, by it Abel of- 
fer'd a more acceptable Sacrifice than Cain, &c. 
Verſe 3. See the glorieus and admirable wor ky of 
it Heb. 11. And this hath God ſer forth in the 
fowls of the air, as our Saviour teacheth, they net- 
ther ſow ner reap, &C. and yet they have their weſts 
JY 
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for thcir young +; and they ſit 'and fing , fild with 
fulneſs by that bountiful hand of God, which he 
opens daily to fatisfie' every | living'thing with 
goodneſs; this hfe is ſo like to the life of faith, that 


. David calls it the Altars of God;, and cur Savicur 


ſhews by this, how little faich the Sonsof men have 
over whom'Goed hath ſhewed'ſo much more care, 
then foffcther creatures, that he hath given them 
all to his ſervice. 

Verſe 4. -Bl:ſſcd ave they that dwell in thy toyſe, 
they will be (ill praiſing thee';, they that tire by 
faith deny themſelves, and all the arm'of fleſh, te 
wit, all chewiſdom and righteouſneſs of man, and 
truſt in ſeſasonly, whict is the true and real prai- 


| frag of Gad; therefore he ſaith, 


Verſe 5. Bleſſ.d is the man whoſe ftrergth is in thee, 
and in whoſe heart are thy ways ;, Here he declares 
Plain when man places all his ſtrength in God, and 
denies any power- to be in himſelf, all the ways of 
God are in his heart. 

Verſe 6. Who going through the vail of miſery, uſe 
it for a will, and the rain filleth the pools; Here is the 
Liſe of a Chriſtian to be continually: under lenſe 
of his miſerable eſtate by nature, and this is as 
a well to him, he drinks of it conſtantly ; Other 
Profeſſors of Religion can carrowſe full cups of 
wine, as the Phars/cebrag?d, bur he lives in the 
houſe of mourning ; Others glory in their obedi- 
ence to the Law, and all the initruCtions of the 
Scripture, but he thar lives by faith hath nothing 
to glory in but infirmities, yet he is the truly blel[- 
ſed man , for the xain fills his pools, even mercies 
from heaven. | | 

Verſe 5. They go from ſtrength to ftrength, till they 

| appear 


$72. -- An Expolitionof the | 
fore the 'Lord by T/a. calls her, O thou afflited; 
rofſed with tempeſts, and not comforted;, and David 
one of the. Citizens leaves cornand wine to others, 
ard: cries. for the Light of Gads countenance, there- 
fore great things are ſpoken of thee O City of 
God; for Rahab, towity Egypt and Babylon Pake/ 
tine Tyris and eAtbiopia,ſhatl teſtifie that he was 
Born there, and all the Converts of Z:o» whom the 
Lord fhalleſtabliſh, and-when the Lord ſhall count 


his People;, even all his Converts.,;ſhll write 


that he: was Born there; but whois this; what 
He is it? Even Jeſus, of whom the-Chureh fays, 
tnto us 4, Child is borts, unto us a Son-ii4 grven, ahd 
#he Government of us 15" tayd upon bis ſhoulder, hi 
nam? is Wonderful , Councellour , the:-mighty God, 
the eternal Father, the Prince of Peate:;, for ſuch 


he:is to-us, and we had never met with him, 


-had we- not been, broken-hearted,- afflicted; in 
Spirit, there washe born to us, and ji ws, and by 
'Him the Lord will eſtabliſh us for ever. | 
Verſe 6. As well the Singers as Players upon Jnſtru- 
-ments fhall be there; ' All-my freſh Springs ate in thee 
from broken hearts comforted by the Pardon of fin 
'inJeſuszis-all true Muſick fo, the Lord, they. come to 
' Zion: with joy., and Crowns of rejoycing upon 
thefr heads z Hence ariſe all my freſh Springs, by 
| him 1 have ſprung from death. to life, from dark- 
. neſs to light, from falſhogd and hypocriſie to 
' truth; my dumb tongue harh ſpoken plainly the 
Praiſes of God, my deaf ear is opened to the 
truth; my lame Leggs and joynts are loſed, and 
- my ankle-bones are ſtrengthened to walk in ths 
ways of the Lord, and my mouth is fill'd with his 
Praifes for ever, | Fe , 


_ Difffcnit Certs in Pſalms. 47; 
Pſal. 88. In the eighty eighth Pſalm David holds 
forth the Work of God upon the Soul, by the 
Law, diſcovering: S'n and"affliting the Sonl nn- 
der the wrath and Judgment of God. And-in 
the eighty nitith, He ſpeaks. out the Praiſes of 
God for his'Salvation by Chriſt, in the third part 
at the twenty firſt verſe by David is to betnder- 
ſtood 'Chriſt 'or His EleCt; unto the-thirty ſe- 
venth Verſe; where He holds forth a Defertion, 
wherein God withdraws his Preſence fromthe 
Souls -of His'Servants, their Enervies, to Wit , 
Satan and*'Sih © prevail ; and becauſe 'this js alſo 
good for them; Affliction and © Adverlity is a 
School unto them; and the, Deſertion lets them 
kiow their' '6wn weakneſs, -and their Enemies 
Strength and Sobtlery ; and how' great need they 
have of Gods-continual Preſence and Aſliftance , 
and therefote to Watch-aW Pray conſtaiifly that 
they enter not into TefÞtation ; therefore' He 
= WG His Pſalm , with Praiſes to God fot 
all. | EY 
- Pſal. go. In the.Nintieth Pfaln which is At- 
tributed ro Afoſes, in the two firſt-Veries, He ſets 
forth the mercies of God this people, even whom 
He hath Choſen in Chriſt before- the World was ; 
In'the fonr next Verſes he ſhews mans frail condiz- 
tion by Comparifort to a Watch in the Night, 
to a Sleep, and to-green'Graſsz and Gdd's So- 
veraign Power -ovet him; In the next fix Verſes; 
He Sets forth the Wark of the Law, in Diſcos 
vering Sin, and-laying man under the Wrath of 
God, which makes His time full of grief and 
forrow; and-from thence Prays for the- Work 
of Grace, that as they have felt his _ {> 
Dey 


hier. be refreſhed wi with his 5 , and be 
with joy by his glory, WA b cling may 
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" Pfal. pn. Verſe i. He that dwelleth in the ſecret 


flce the mel? High, ſhall duel worker the ſhadew of 
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*Fhen be comfo hikes Fr; erſe $; . Syrel 
be will deliver Wipe the cid, the f owler, : 
phe noyſom peftilaeey, £0 wit, from. Satan and Sin. 
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with his feathers, 


making oyt of Gois 


rel | 


| 


\ 
| 
F 


Dificult-Texts in Pſalms. 293 
Verſe g., Thou ſhalt not be afrai1 for the terror by 
right, nor for the arrow that |.ee:h « y day. | 
Verſe 6, Nor for the peſttlence "hat walketh in 
farkneſs, ner for the d jirntt;on 1h.t waſtcth at noox= 
day. 

He that fears God t:ally, fears nothing elſe ; 
the righteous ate courageous as a Lion ;, night and 
darknels is mans unregenerate eſtate, wherein all 
things are a terror to him but God and his good- 
neſs; rumors of wars, trouble and affliction, 
crofles, and loſles, and uiiteaſorable weather, make 
him fear ; poverty, ſickneſs, weaknels, or ſudden 
chances puty him in fear of death z thunder and 
lightning terrifies him with Gods judgments ; and 
in this ſtate a grievous peſtilence walks, for they 
are infected one by another with the plague of 
Drunkennefs , Whoredom , Envy, Pride, Cove- 
—_—— or with the great plague of Hypocri- 
ie. | 
The day or ttoon-day is the Miniſtry bf the 
Goſpel, the Arrow that flieth , the deſtrytion 
that waſteth them, is that good word of God, the 
Goſpel of our Lord, which is a favour of Life to 
the Believer, is a favour of death unto all others. 

Verſe 7. This is the Arrciv and the Deſccuftion 
whereby thouſands and ten thouſands ao fall , from 
which the Believer is free. | 

Verſe 8. For it is the reward of the wick d, but if 
comes not near the houſe of the Believer. | 

Verſe g, 10. B:ciuſe he mok;th the Ld his refuge 
« 4 his hahitation , to wit, he puts h's truſt in him, 
he lives by faich. 


V Verſe 


© An'Expolitioit'vk the 
* Perſe it, 12. Therdfore God bath given his Angel: 
charge to kerp him in all his ways, that he daſh not his 


Foot agarnſt the ſtone. 


The Tranflator makes it a Stove; and heand 
other. Expounders underſtand it , - that -God ap- 
points ſome heavenly Angels to wait upon righ- 
teous men, that whilſt they live honeſtly in tneir 
Caliings, no evil ſhall befal them in their bodies 


or tetnporal eſtate.; which is both contrary: to 


the Scriptures, which teſtifie , that «like falls rd 


himtihat ſmeareth and him that feateth an oath; &c, 
fo that no man cn knw love or hatred by all that falt 
ont under the Sun; and again, the wickgd flouriſhitht 
x green Bay tree, &C. and it is contrary to ouress 
perience ; we.ſee wicked men live in all plesſures 
and fulneſs,' as Dsves, going in gorgeous apparel, 
2fd faring deliciouſly every day, whilft the righte- 
vus are as Lazarss,, wculd fain have ſome little 
help from thoſe rich ones. How are poor honeſt 
men oppreſt by cruel Landlords, and the like? 
Bat this ſhould be underſtood thus, by Angels, 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, whom God hath charged 
to preach nothing but Faith in Jeſus; therefore 
Pat faith, Wots me if I preach not the Gofpel ;, and 
hereby alone js every Soul upheld and preſerved 
that he ſtumble not, or daſh nor his foot againſt 
Jeſus, who is the ſtumbling ſtone againſt which all 
ethers daſh their feer; they ſpurn agzainſt the Ho- 
ty One of 1/r«et; but unto Believes he is the chief 
Corner-ſtohe; they daſh not their feet againſt 
h:m, bar'treſt in him in profperity, in adverfity, 
1m life-and death, in all their ways. 
Ferſe 12, And by this they rread upon the Lift 


and Adler, and trample the young Lton and Dragon 
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tinder thew feet.” All-whichd$"nothing but that by 
Faith'in Jeſusthey overcome the Devil that roarin 
Lion, that crooked Serpent, that red Dragon; and 
all the powers: of darkneſs; for Jeſus.hath given 
them a faith againſt which the gares of Hell can- 
not prevail, for he is ſtill preſent with them, to 
fatisfie them-with: all goodneſs; and deliver them 
from all troubles; as he concludes the* Pſalm ; 
where, by long life, is not meant the life of the 
Bedy, 'but that -eterhial life which is the- gift of 
GodinJeſus. | 

In'thenixery/fourth Pſalm, bv w:ickedand work: 
trs.of iniquity, is meant hypocrites in Forms of Re- 
tigion; and by Widew, Strangers and Faiherlcſs, is 
meant Believers, the little ones of God, that have 
no comforters 1n the world. 
| Jn the ninety fiſth Pſalm , by de:p plates of rhe 
earth, underſtand wicked men, of whom it is {aid 
they dig aeep to thide their Counſels from God, and 
by ſtrength. of hills under. #2d the faith cf his 
people, whereby they are exalted above all others 
itthe fight of God ; theſe are his own, he loves 
them 3 and will preſerve them for” ever. . The 
other are in hand, and they ſhall know his power 
to confound their devices, 2nd deftroy their own 
Enterprizes. bs . 

Pſal.-96. 11, t2. In ths, by Heartns and Earth, 
underſtand the people of God; as alſo by the 
Field and all that is therein, and by all the Trees of 
the wood, every Believer ; for theſe do all tejoyce 
in the Judgments of God, and delight in.themt 
more thaniin Honey or Horey-comb, and defire 
them more than Gold"; but by the. Sea and the ful- 
neſs #hereof 5 underſtznd wicked! Hvpocrites = 

"* 3 theſe 
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theſe roar. againſt God, and againſt his Anointed, 
P/al. 107. v:rſe 1, O give thanks unto the Lord, 
for be ts gracious ;, for his mercy endureth for ever, 
Here is an ezhortation to Thankſgiving, as-if it 
were toall in general, which the Church 1s ſubje&t 
to do, evenevery true Believer or Child of God, 
when they have experience of his gracioulnels in 
the great deliverance of their Souls from captivi- 
ty to Satan and Sin, then they underſtand his gra- 
ciouſneſs in all the good that they enjoy, and in 
preſerving from daily evil, then they are ſubject | 
jay, to 1nvite and exhort all others to praiſe-the 
Lord with them, as the three Children delivered 
from the fiery furnace, calls all the Creatures tq 
magnifie God with them. So Nebachadnezzu 
makes a Decree that all worſhip the God of the 
three Childrenz when God had made him know 
that he was a Beaſt by nature, without underſtand- 
zng, and had given him that true knowledge that 
the moſt high reigneth in heavenandin earth z and 
Darius made the like Decree for all to worſhip the 
God of Daniel, when he had made him know that 
heThangeth the unchangeable Decrees of menal 
his pleaſure, and alſo gives and takes away pow- 
__er from men, and from the fierceft wild Bealt on 
the earth, for the preſervation of his Servants: 
But our Pſalmift- corrects himſelf, remembring 
that all the praiſes of men ; that have not experi 
ence in themſelves of the great deliverances of 
God, are no better than the cutting off of a dogs 
Neck, or offering of Swines Blood, a vain and 
bominable thing unto God, as are al} _their profel- 
ſion of Holineſs and Religion whatſoever , there- 
fore he calls back, 2nd timits his word, and _ 
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Verſe 2. Ler them give thank; whom th: Lord hath 
red:emed, and delivered from the hand of the eremy. 
Here” are th2 Servants of God ſingled out, whom 
he hath broughe out of captivity , to Sox. with 
joy and everlaſting rejoycing, and hath ſet Crowns 
of joy upon their heads, and filled their mouths 
with Songs"of deliverance, yea hath put a new 
Song in their mouths, even praiſe and thankſgi- 
ving to tier” God : Theſe, and none bur. theſe 
can give true praiſe unto the Lord; for none can 
tearnthat Song bur thoſe whom the Lord hath re- 
deemed from'theearth, all others are magnifyin 
their wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and Zeal, an 
boaſting of their Shie!d, and Spear, and sbill in 
Battel, and praiſing their golden Image , to wit, 
they are robbing God of his Glory, and glorying 
in their own Holineſs, their obzd{ence to the com- 
mands and exhortations in the Scripture, and their 
faith in Chriſt , and their Baptiſm, and their Sa- 
craments , and their Prayer, aad Faſting, and 
Watching, and what not? Every thing muſt ſer 
forth their Religion and Zeal, as ir was with thg 
Scribes and Paarifees, bur as Fahn Baptit called: 
them 4 g-n:ration of /ipe-s, and our Saviour cal. 
led them Hypocrites , and pronounced fo many 
dreadful woes upon them , fo will every tri! & 
Miniſter of Gods Word poure out upon the(e : 


* for they that exalt themſelves ſhall be abaſed ; and 


they that ' humble themſelves, ſhall be. exalted ; 
for theſe whom he h41th redeemed, cry out conti- 
nually with David, N:t unto 19, © Lerd, uot wite 
us, but to thy Name be provie; for all we are" ai uns 
clean thing , and our fightcouſneſs as 4 wenſtruexs 
cleth ; but by the continuance of thine everlaſting 
V 3 mercies 
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Pp  /An-Gvo8rnn air: 
'mercies we ſhall be ſaved z, 
gates of, Braſs, and hurſt the bars of Iron aſundgr, 
and fer onr'capcive Souls at liberty, thou haſt re 
deemed-us by thy: great power ,. with, a ſtro 
hand and a ffretcheJout Arm thou haſt delivered 
vs; thou haſt cur ;R@b4b, and,wounded the.Drz. 
go", thon haſt broken the head: of - Leviathan, t 
wic,thou haſt overcome: Satan, and iubdued Sin 
and Luſt, Lies, Fully and Vaoky; that hardened 
our hearts and blinded our minds,and captivated 
our Aﬀections,, and haft given ys new. hearts, and 
TEDETER Light Tpirigs within , us, .cy&#n,,pourcd, ou, 
ad [ri UPON Us; the Spirit of. Prayer and Faith, 
Think and of: ſound'Ming,..and haſt wean- 
45 ; from this-world, and all, the Pleaſures and 
walfired thereg We and. haſt drawn. us up to thy 
If, and to one. ord Telus, that we may ſtand in 
-ntinually; 
ſee- thy back-Parts 
, even thy wrath and f: at!!f1 judgments againlt 
75 Sinner by. that fiery Law, but that we 
y bebold the light. of thy countenance in 
bv monty ſit , and blotting ont iniquizy 
4 Fon therefore we fall down before 
- caſt our Crowns to the ground, towil 
os ect ſelf.deptall we ſhout gut Hoſanna, and 
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himſelf, not of the Jews only, bur of the Gentiles 


. alſo, and ſo make his Name known to all.the ends 


of the eaxth. And our Saviour opens this Myſte- 
ry farther, ſaying, Many ſhall come from the Eel, 
Weſt; Noth and South, and ſhall ſit down with Abra- 
ham, Iſaac and Jacob in the Kingd.m of braven, 
aud the children of the Kirgdom ſhaft be caſt out ,, to 
wit, many Publicans and Sinners ſhall be convert- 
ed, whew' ſtrit and zealous Profeſlcrs reſiſt the 
wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt, and ſhut the gates of. 
mercy againſt themſelves , being like the Wine 
{etled on the. lees, that will not be refined, or like 
the deaf Adder, that refuſeth to hear, though the 
charmer charm never ſo wiſely ; but the Lord will 
gather his people; for it is written, that zt ſhall 
0 more be faid, the Lord lveth that braught his p:o- 
ple out of the Landof Egypt. but the Lord liveth that 
gathered his people out of af! Lands where they were 
ſcattered; for to bring man to the hearing of the 
Law under Moſes, that they may be convinced of 
Sin, and brenght under Condemnation, Curſe and 
Death, it is neceſſary that they be delivered from 
Satan (whois figured by the King of Egypt), who 

rſwades man ( as he'did our firſt Parents) tha 


he ſhall not die;, but be like God ; bit to bring 


men.to Gracegnd Truth in Chriſt, they muſt he 
gathered out of all Lands, to wit , out of all iufts 
and hes, prophaneneſs and .hypocrifie, yea from 
every; high conceit in Religion, that there,be. na 
lurking, place for man, but that he be bronght t9 
perfect, ſelf-denial, and an abſolute confeſſion be- 
fore the preſence of God, that there is no.whole 
part in him, the whole heart is fick, and the whole 
head is beavy, that in him there is no ſuſficicgcy.to 
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v80 _ ,* An Expoſition of the 


one 2a0d thought, that he may bring nothing be. 
fore the Lo. d bux the Lamb Chriſt Jeſus, in who 
alone God is wel pleaſed, and upon him, as the 
Altar of God ( whereon man hath not lift up/his 
Tool) he may effer up himielf, Bcdy, Soul and 
Spirir,. a whole burnt offering ro God, even a bro- 
ken and contrite heart, which God w.l] never re- 
fuſe, praiſed he his Name for ever. | 
Verſe 4. Thy wint aſtray t1 the wildernifs out of 
the way, and found n# City ro dw Uin. Here is firlt 
mans naturs] condition; it was.not Jſrael. that 
went through the wildernels to the Land of Cana- 
an, for they went not aſtray, nor out of the way, 
for they had God to guide thzm in a Cloud by day, 
to let them know thzt the l;ght of the day, nor the 
wiſdom of the world cannot give knowledpe 
God, for he dwelleth in thick darkneſs, as Darid 
faith ; be wade darkn'f bis fecrit place, his pvilin 
round avout him clouds and thick, d rhneſs: And why 
isit ſo ſaid, for be dwel'cthan the-hght , as ohn 
faith ;-4:.d in him is node þ:eſs at all ? Even becavk 
the light of God is darknets to man, the wiſdom 
of God isfooliſhneſs to man : So alſo he'led rhem 
by a pillar of fire by night, toenlighten rthe;r dark 
minds, and let them know, that the darkeſt night 
ſhall nor hinder , 'but that he will make himſelf 


known to his people, that he is a conſuming firs, | 


and everlaſting burnings; and when he leads his 
people tothe heavenly. Canaan ,.. their everlaſting 
Reſt, Te divides the blood red Sea of their iniqui- 
ty, and makes it to be a wall nnto them or ercher 
ſide, that they ſtray not our of the way of God, 
neither on the onechand to the lnſts and pleaſures 
of the fleſh, and vanities of the world; ner 
| one * 
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the other hand, toa bigh eſteem of their Goodnefs 
and Holineſs, but to look ſtreight forward to God 
their Guide, and pray continually to him, to de- 
fend them from the Enemy that purſues them, and 
while they walk in this ſtrejght way, their Enemy 
with all his power ſhall be overthown, the pow- 
es and principalities of darkneſs ſhal] be over- 
come, the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
them thac believe in Jeſus in the midſt of all cemp- 
tations ; but man in nature walks alone, and when 
he falls, he hath none to take him up, as Solomon 
ſaith ; he ſtrays from the way of God, to follow 
his own way , to fatisfe the deſires of his fleſhly 
mind ; this is the courle of the world, this is the 
power of the Prince of the Air, the Spirit that ru. 
leth jn the Childrea of diſobedience, and here he 
wanders in the wilderneſs, where there is neither 
Seed-time nor Harveſt; for he ſows to the fleſh, 
and he reaps corruption ;, he ſows to thewind,and 
he reaps the-whirlwind, ſhame and confuſion to 
his own ſont ;* he ſows not to God, and therefore 
he finds no food, comfort, aſſured reſt and peace, 
bur ſtrong delufions to believe a liez for a Spirit of 
deluſion hath deceived him; he feeds on aſhes in- 
Read of bread : And in this wilderneſs he is com- 
paſſed 2bout-with wild Reaſts, gaping upon him ta 
devour him ;, even his own Luſts; Covetouſneſs 
ſpends his time and. ſtrength, he riſes early, and 
Hes down late, and eats the bread of carefulnes ; 
Luxaryand Riotoufneſs conſume his Body and E- 
ſtate; Envy, Hatred and Malice frets his Mind to 
death at the proſperity of others; Pride puffs up 

his heart , that he is ready to burſt, and haſtens 
on deſtrution;; Hypocriſie deludes his Sont, and 
: makes 
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makes im «ry Peace, Prare, hut. wo and deſtrue 
Qioa g es ſuddenly. upon him.as travail upon a 


woltay with cluld for even then when his iniquity. 


is full, and he cries peace unto his Soul, though 
he walk j Jn the way of his own heart, even then 
duth the Lord extol his Law, and make it honon- 
rable ; then doth he apply Judgment ta the Line, 
and Righteouſneſs ro the Plummet , and ſweeps 
away the Refuge of Lies, and then he finds no 
City to dwell wn, he. hath dwelt too long in the 
Tents of Kedar, and Tabernacles of Me ch; now 
looks he back at all his. ways wherejn he Lt walk- 
ed, and he is aſhamed of all his own courſes, that 
there was no knowledge 
his eyes, that he, hath choſen the ways of wicked- 


neſs to the dejuſon and deſtrudtion of his own 


Soul ; This is the true and: powerful work of Gods 
Law..upen, the a s of all his people, .to make: 
Knowa all their finfulneſs, . to briug every thought 
to Jodgment , and to ſhut'them up. Yager wrath, 
Curſe and Death ; then,hunger they and thirſt * 
talte of his Mercics - therefore he ſaith, 

eſe 5; AY ayd echy, their Sad fainted in 
them, ere*san end of, mans pleaſure in fin ; now 
ſin isa burden MY, ut 'this takes away noſi in, 


but longer he continyes in-this cfate,. more he is, 


ov Erlagen Fieh it, and weary of it, he groans vn; 
def his bur den, he waſhes No Bed , and waters his 
Conchwith tears 3 complainin (: as. . David): not 
for the aickedort of the world (as all worldly 
men w$ but it's his. own iniquity that is gone over 
his head, a burden too heavy *or him to bear. Now 
Father and Mother forfake him, Friends and Kinſ- 
folks ſtand fat off gazing upou his tcquble, all are 

miſerable 


nor fear of. God beforg 


iſerable ,camforters, andthe Jvatchmen, even 
Preachers that ſhould watch over -his'Soub: for 
ife, health and comfort, theſg ſmite him, and fay 
he. is-mad ; Gom-and Wine ,;. and the -increafe 
thereof are nothing vo him, ;it#only thelight of 
Gods countenance that make him glad z therefore 
he ſaith, * | 


. Varſes6. So t y cried unto-the Lord in their tr0n- 


ble, and he deliured them out of | their diſtteſs., Now 
they come to the Dottrine-and Baptiſm :of John 
Baptiſt, whom. God 'nath ſent, fot to give them 
life and light, or” to teach them how they.muft 
obzy Gods Laws and Ordinances, or any way to 
plczſe God, that'their ſins may be pardoned, and 
ps Souls ſaved, but to bear witneſs unto the 

ord that follows:him, though be was before him, 
who.will do all things for him; and therefore he 
faith, Behold the Lawb of Geod that $akes away the 
fens.of the morlg: O comforiable word ta a Soul 
ovexladen with ſin ! Therefore now liſteas:he, a 
in 2 enirafon of the goodneſs of God ; that he 
ſhould be {> gracious as to. look upon fo. ſinful a 
world, and he hearkneth what God will ſay to bis 
. Soul, when he fpeaks peace to his people;; now he. 
weeps'and prays with Fobn Baptiſt ; for he;is bap- 
tized, his Soul is waſhed with tears of anfeigned 
Repentahce;. the Law laid him groaning under the. 
burden of his Sins, but the Love and free'Grace. 
of God, .in pardoping Sin , witneſſed by Fobn, 
hath broken his hear into unſpeakable ſorrow,and 
filled his eyes, with a: floud of 'tears, and made-him 


vieep day and night, becauſe he hath offerided ſo: - 


good and gracious. a God. This is that Water of 
Baptiſin, cyen mans loſt ang low congitign;where-: 
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fpilt upon ound, which'is 
ſo ſhed abroad, that iti-cannot be taken up again ; 
yet it is drawn vp by the beams of that Sun of righ- 
teouſneſs, who being'taken from the earth, draws 
all men to him; 'fo* is this repentant Soul, like the 
dew that hangs upon the graſs, that waits not for 
man ,. nor the. Princes of the earth, but on that 
God whoſe love-is ſtrong as death, and with the 
bonds of Love binds every Soul uato himſelf fot 
ever ; therefore he ſaith, | 

' Verſe 75. Heled them forth by the right way, that 
they might goto a o where they]diwell. This is that: 
whichour Saviour ſaith, No mr comes to we except 
the Father which hath ſent me draw him; which 
ſhews unto us the City wherein the Servants of 
God'dwell, that it is Faith in Chriſt ; as the Pro- 
Pheb Habakksk ſaith, The juft ſhal live by Fatth , 
and that they-areled unto it only by the power of 
God. © This is'that City which' Pawl calls the ' new 
Feruſalemw which « f,om above, which is free, and 
is the Mother of vs all, whereof: David alſo faith, 
Great things are ſpokznof thee O thau City of God; 
and again,” all my freſh ſprings are in thee ;, and God 
iS well 'known in her Palaces as a refuge; and in 
this City the Saints rejoyce,- ſaying by Iſaiah, We 
bevt a firong: City , Salvation wilt God appoint for 
walls and bulwarks:, Thou wilt keep him in perfets 
pe..ce whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee ,, becauſe he truſted 


 eathee, This is that which David calls the ferret 


of the moſt Hirh , where he ſpeaketh very 


greatthings that God will do for him that diyells- 


there, becauſe he hath known his Name aright, for 
that he hathtruſted in him: By all this is teſtified, 
that to believe or truſt ia God hath been called the 


Cir 
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City where the fervants of God dwelt, and how 
much they gloried in'it ; fo on the contrary,mans 
righteouſneſs which is by thE Law, is called the Ci- 
ty wherein Hypocrites dwell ; as David declares, 
Pſal-'55. v.9,t0 16. But whether man will hear 
and-obey, or he will. rebel and gainſay, this 1s the 
only thing that Gd requireth of all , and 'work- 
eth in the hearts of his people, which is called by 
the Propher giving'them a new Heart 3. and when 
Jeſus was manifeſted in the fleſh, he gives teſtimo- 
ny to him twice, that he is his only Son, and ab- 
ſolutely commands all to hear him ; which is to be= 
lieve in him, for Jeſus himſelf teſtifies , that he 
that believes in him, ſhall not come under con- 
demnation, bur is paſſed from death to life; but 
he that believes not in him, is condemned already, 
becauſe he believes not the record that God hath 
given of his Son; and Fohn Baptiſt ſaith, He that 
recerveth the teftimony of Feſus, hath ſet to his ſeal 
that Gol is true : Which Teſtimonies are ſufficient 
to conclude, that he which placeth the life of 
righteouſneſs in any thing but in the faith-of Jeſus, 
is one of thoſe of whom the Martyr Stephez teſti- 
hes, So as your Fathers were, are ye ſtiff-neck:d and 
uteircumciſed in heart and: ears, ye always reſiſt the 
holy Ghoſt. But they whom God leads to this City, 
are ſatisfied with the fulnefs 'of his Houſe as with 
marrow ; therefore he ſaith, 

Verſe 8. O that men weuld therefare praiſe the 
Lord for bis goodneſs, and declare his wonders that 
he doth for ihe children of men ! Here is man called 
to his duty ;/not ſuch as men call duties, to pray 
to God for althings, and praiſe God for «ll his 
Mercies, and te-faſt and keep Sabbaths, and give 
: Aims, 


36 fA#'$ 


Alms; md the like; all theſe things muſt be done, 


nay will be done by a true Chriſtian ; bur from 
another principle, and on another account, than 
28 a duty that muſt be done, to obey a Command, 
to pleaſe-God, toattain Heaven , toreſcape Hell. 
This is to make the Word of God a' Burden, and 
& the Prophet rold 1ſ-ael , that they that calPd it 
the' Burden of the Lord, fhould be cut off from 7/- 
ree[4 fo they that do 'theſe things upon that ac- 
eount, ſhall never attain everlaſting life ; but as 
St. James ſaith, he'that 14 affiiftca, lit him pray:, he 
that is metry, let him ſing Pſalms; it is out of ne- 
cellity and diſtreſs.of Soul that man fhould pray; 
for-then he ſtands. in need of Ged?s Help, and 
then - he prays indeed; the other praying is but 
vain babling ,” as our Saviour teſtifies. So when 


God works this -great deliverance, it will make + 


man truly merry, 1twil fill him with joy unſpeak- 
able and fult of Glory, and his mouth with a new 
Song, even praiſe and thankſgiving to his God z 
all other praiſes are nothing but vain blaſts of wind ; 
Jo'when God hath ſhewed this mercy to his Soul, 
he wilt ſhew pity and mercy to the poor and needy x 
and hewill gtve Alms, not-as by conftraint, but 
evenffeely and bountifully, remembring the boun- 

ifulneſs of Ged'to his'SonÞ in the day of his di- 

refs; and this Mercy makes the Sabbath his de- 
light, that he is not-weary of it; as Iſrael was of 
their New Maons, ſaying, when will the New /fo01! 
be over , that we"may. follow-earthly occaſions ? 
but this Soul ſays rather, when will the* Sabbath 


come, "that we may go to the Houſe of God toge- | 


ther to feaſt our Souls before him, "feeding.on that 
true Bread that came down from Heaven ,and 
| g1ycs 


A 


eives life unto'the world, 'even receiving the Lord 
Jeſus, and believing in hit, as the Lord giveth 
him to us,” and giveth vs to believe him; That he 


be unto us' wiſdom, righreonſneſs, fanctification, 


and redemption, even al things neceſſary to our 
ſalvation, that we be found an unclean thing, and 
our righteouſneſs as a menſtruous Cloth, our wil- 
dom fooliſhneſs, and our ra}Kk wwain ; yea, that we 
are not ſufficient for one gocd thought, that in ab- 
ſolure ſelf denial we may ſing his praiſes who doth 
all good things for us ; therefore he faith, 

Verſe 9. For he ſugisficth the empty Soul, andfilleth 
the hungry /oul with go:dneſs, Here the Pſalmiſt 
ſers cut the difference betwit all the ways of man, 
and theworlds fulneſs, and the goodneſs of God 5 
for all the worlds treaſures, plcaſtres, riches, ho- 
nours, and whatever man can enjoy in it, 1s not 
good to man; for it. cannot ſatisfiehis Soul, no 
nor anſwer his defires ; for his defire: is enlarged 
like Hell, and-cannor be ſatisfied ; the more man 
hath, *the more he would have ; the ear 35 not ſatis- 
fied with hearing, not the eye with ſeeing ; therefore 
Solomon (aith, all things under the Sun, ate not only 
vanity, but alſo vexation'df Spirit. And when man 
bends his courſe above what the world carr yield 
unto himy*and ſets himſelf unto Religion , ho- 
ping to attain eternal Happineſs, comes to the 
Word of God, there the: Viſion is written indeed 
in large Characters, tht man may runandread it ; 
but the Word is ſpiritual-(being the Wordof Gody 
who is a Spirit} and he is carnal, and all his wiſ- 


dom is fooliſhneſs ; the trath of the Word is a 


Myſtery toall that are without ; and he is witk- 
out, he is inthe feſh, not in the ſpirit; therefore 
he 
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7 "288 , An rpolitionol ths” 
- he ſaith he isunlearned,or the'Letter is ſealed, he 


cannot read it,and ſo he is at a loſs; or if he enter, 
he perverts the good word of God , and turns 
the Truth into a Lie, and then he is at a greater 


| loſs; for he brings a dreadful condemnation upon 


his Soul: But if he ſeek a remedy in this diſtreſs, 
and goes to the Miniſters of the Word, becauſe it 
is writted, the Prieſts lips (hall preſerve knowledge, if 
he hear many, they preach diverſe ways, beingof 
diverſe Forms of Religion, there he is at-a loſs, 
he knows not which of them teaches the Truth ; 
and if he (ingle out one, then he is at a greater 
loſs; for hefalls under condemnation, for that he 
chuſerth a Prieſt to himſelf, according to his own 


fancy, that will preach-pleaſing-things unto him - 


for a piece of Bread, or a handful of Barley; thus 
all theſe things, though they ſeem fair, and pto- 
miſe great things, they are ſtrong deluſions, and 
bring notrue ſatsfaftion tothe Soul : But this de- 
liverance ſatisfies the empty Soul, this work of 
God fills 'the hungry Soul with goodneſs ;, he is 
good, and-deth good, he opens his bountiful hand 
daily, and fills every liying thing with goodneſy, 
he cloaths the Lilies of the field, and nouriſheth 
and preſerveth all the fowls of the Air; how 
much more will he do for them that truſt in him? 
the water that Chriff gives, will ſatisfie ſo much, 
that they which drink of it ſhall thirſt no more, 
bur jtſhall be a fountain in. them flowing out to 
everlaſting lite, they ſhall be content to want or 
abound ; yea they ſhall rejoyce in tribulation, even 


to be Martyrs for the teſtimony of the Truth of 
This 


God and Faith of Jeſus, 
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This is the firſt, Deſcription of the wonderful 
Deliverances of God. , .;The ſecond follows, 
Vetſe 10. . Such as ft indrakzeſs and in the. ſhadow 
of death, being falt bomnd-in miſery ;r0n + Here 
is man in his natural ſtate, that harhnot the rege- 
neration of Life paured..on him through Chriſt; 
though he have all Knawledge to interpret all dark 
ſayings, yet harh not.the true Charity, .the love of 
Gad jpoured upon - his-Soul that begets.un hinrlove 
to God, ,and to all.men, even t9.enemies, -heis «. 
.but like ſounding: braſs, an empty. Eccho,; . theres 
Aore-he ſits in darkneſs, and inthe ſhadow of death, 
his life is but a ſhadow, , he is really. dcad in ſins,he 
lives.inthe. fleſh, and faſt bound in;iron, to wit, he 
is bound; under the power of Satan,.to fulfil the 
'unſatiable .luſts of the fleſh, is not .chis miſery ? 
T1ſaiab compares it to. a-priſon with gates of brals, 
| ,and þars of. iron ; he cannot, get: out; though. he 
have .mo,Child to inherit what he leaves, yet there's 
f .no endjpf.; his labours; he chuſeth a. Tree-in the 
$ wood;-and.the workman :'maketh an Image of it, 
| | and beaytifies it, andhe> falls downand. worthips 
| It, andhath no..undenſtanding to lay it, is wood, 
y 
? 


-anG RO god. ; {o man chuſeth a Form" of Religion, 
-andqbferyeth.and.performeth all things -that are 
therein required; md by this he truſtsto.be ſaved, 
1, and .hath no-underftanding- to fay..it is. his own 


I Work, : 11's not theiwork and operation of the hand 

0 -of God, and- therefore it cannot fave him ;- irs 

Yr © -but@tlmage of. Religion, it?s nat, the life of-god- 

n | haels;; its:2 -patfern-of heayenly. things, it's not 4 4 

of | . heavenly thinks. themſetves, to wit, there's In 1t | 
an lmage-of Prayer and Praiſes, and all holineſs, ! 


bs | -and religious atipgs, but all is but. a ſhadow , | 
X | which =» 
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- which they do to be ſeen of men; and here are 


they bounid in this miſerable vain toil , becaufe 


their hearts believed in their own ways, and not 
in the Lord Jeſus, who is' the wiſdom and power . 


of God to ſalvation; therefore he ſaith, 


' - 11: Becauſe they rebelled againſt the word of the 
. Lord, aid lightly regarded the counſel of the moſt 


High. This-s the full deſcription of Sin (where- 
by man ſeparates himſelf, from God, and brings 


' up, himſelf the fierce indignation of God.) which 
| is deſcribed by our Saviour , when he telleth his 
' Diſciples, that the Holy Ghoſt (when he cometh) 


ſhall reprove the world of Sin, becauſe they be- 
lieved not in him; for he is the word of God, as 
the Dtvine ſheweth, and the Counſel of the moſt 


High is that all men believe in him ; therefore all 
- that believenot in him, are condemned already, 
« becauſe they believe not the record that God hath 
]jivenof his Sor ; ſo that unbelief is rebellion a- 


gainſt the word of God, and the light efteeming 
of his Counſel; therefore'the Apoſtle: to the He- 
brews (aith, Take heed leſtthere be 1n any- of ' you an 


' evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living 
_« God, forby Faith man'is united to God, as our 


Saviour ſaith; He that believeth in me, 1 and the 
Father 'will come dewn , we will ſup with-him , and 
dwell with him; and 7ohn ſaith, He that believeth it 
the Son, hath the-Father a;.d the holy Ghoſt ;, ſounbe- 


' lief ſeparates -man frum God,'i as Fohn faith, He 


that believeth- not the Son, hath neither Father nor 
Holy Ghoſt 5'therefore the Apoſtle go the Hebrews 
might well ſay, withour Faitht is impoſſivle to pleaſe 
God; and Par./ mi2ht well ſay, whatſoever 5s 10t of 
Faith is Sin; (2 alſo ne m:zht well canclude, that 
man 
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man is [aved by Faith, without the works of the Law; 
not that Faith hath not the worksof the Law, but 
becauſe he that hopeth that his obedience of the 
Law ſhall avail any thing to his ſalvation,  he* 
hath no Faith ; for he going about to eſtabliſh is 
own righteouſneſs, which 1s of the Law, fubnit- 
teth not to the righteouſneſs of God, which' s by 
Faith, for he isighorant of it ; for theſe 'twocan- 
not be joyned together ; for to believe is by the 
Gift and Grace of God, therefore what'is-of Faith, 
is by Grace, and what is by Grace is not'ofworks,' 
and what is of works is not of Grace, 2s Pad ſaith? 
ſo that they that efteeif! or at:ribure anything to 
their works, they rebel againſt rhe Word6f God, 
and lightly eſteem the Counfel of the molt High, 
yea they trample under-foot th? Blood of Jets; 
that Blood'of the heavenly Corcnant, apdiaccount” 
it an unholy thing , 4nd ttrefore aſſuredly the 
fierce wrath 'of God will 7c upon them, for he 
will come flames of fire, to wit in bis fiery Law, 
rendring vengeance toll that believe*not, and 
obey not the- Goſpel our Lord Jeſus; There- 
fore he ſaith, W | i 
F erſe x2. He alſo bhedows they. heart:through 
beavineſs, they fe! d19917; and there was nane.td belp 
them up; Here Fod extols the:Lawzand makes it:ho- 
norable,and'ings Curſe,and Wrath,and judgment 
uponthe fimer, this is fearching Fery/alemas with 
Candles, event the applying of the ſpiritual Law 
unto ths carnal mind, anikearching the very heart 
and re10s,: atid ouny ſecret thought of man, till 
he be forced to confeſs; The Law is good, ſpiritual, 
and holy, bit 1 am carnal, ſold to fin, bound to 
corruption: thus God brings down his heart, ang 
R 2 wound 
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hoteyrhaye: more expegience. of the.ways10f God; 
thap leq as, 1ſ7el ran 20 Fgypr. for help, and to 


ſal 
tb» raved, till all his friends be found. ileza: 
ble. comforters, ill the. ManiſtersithatAre},; or 
ould Þe :warcnen over; his-$oghy;chyje gil their 
gngdchtvly Coun de; wand his SOWe ie the; 
keiis foreedito ſay al: <p gre;lrars, and, fly'kg God, 
who gplycj6,the tne, firm; whoje reprophy break- 
ing; hivHees,! arc goodrng, healthful Balfann zia 
"& follewss - {43 if ST 512320897 4B, {2.31 
:Herſe wii Mey erieaiiha rhe: Lordin thesr trot 
ble.aud he delivercd them out ef heir diſtreſſes: Here's 
the:continuknal ofuGadskee, \wheretbrongh 
ifubſonsof: men are nob;conkingy,..hs Be, ſhews 
"to. Hoſex,:Gi;}love a wahraidrlekedy het Finbarh 
aut yer Aduliertſc{ aocorting totkilays,of God 
ro rhe ſons: of nien ;:fwaogear fovedah be mans 
foſt tofritin;! and yeo henilieg: fronv hinrs How.of 
ten doth he draw Gimtblhim . .byfnidgrear arercys 
and yethe revolts; anthftarty alidedtike. mbroken 
Bow: {Heceeared fiml\ bis own: tmdge; evexcin 
righteonſnets and truth 5-how fooh was. he drawn 
away by Satan into lies and faKhood;, the Image - 
| rhe 


. ww . 
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that evil. Spicic 7 He made him Lord. of all the 
Creatures; how did he abute them to'his own 
laſts; or made them 1dols,- -honouring-them, loy- 
ing, deſiring and fecking atcer them:move than af- 
ter God ? 'He-'gave them. his Laws, -Statutss and 
Ordinances, good, holy and ſpiritual; how @oth 
he'tejo&t them, and chuſe his own carnal, ſenſual! 
and- voluptuous ways? He 'fent therh *Prophets 
and on men; how did they deſpiſe them and cpuy- 
ell y, perſeonte them, 'and put thena to death, and 
followed 5falſe Prophets that preached -pleafarit 
things ufito them, and {flattered them in their flefhy- 
plealing whys of an outward ſhew of Religion anl 
Zeal ? He fent Jobn' Baptiſt before the face of the 


Lotd- Jeſus, with the Doctrine and Baptiſm: of 


Repeatance, who faithfully conteſt he was not the 
Chriſt, and plainly ſhewed-him untothem,: and 
maznifie$him - as the $6n 'of ' Gd, that, would do 
great things for them thar firſt received his Do- 
'&rine, and were b2ptized by him ia water only to 
Repentance, that rhey mighr'be a people prepared 
for the Lord; bur thow-td'they run to his Repent- 
'ance , that 'they mizhr glory 31 1t;- and honoured 
him above the Lord Jeſus tor a ſeaſon, and yer ar 
length murdered him, to pleaſe a whore? Then 
*he fent "the Lord 'of 'Life and Glory unto them, 


- with wordi moſt ſeaſonable and powerful, and 


works:moſt miraculous and healthful, giving the 
deaf to hear, the 'born-bilind to ſee, the lame to 


go, the dumb to ſpear, raiſing the dead, healing 


all'their diſeaſes, preaching the Goſpel to the poor, 
but O how do they rage againſt him ? he is a Drun- 


ikard, a Wine-bibber, a friend of Pnblicans and 


Sinners {35 'if they ſhould ſay ) a Companion for 
XN 3 . Rogyies 


294 .--:'Ay Expoſition. of the 
Rogues/and Raskals , a Sabbath-breaker , a Sedu- 
cer of the People, an Antinomian, a Blaſphemer, 
what Laws do they make againſt bim ? what price 
muſt be given to them that can catch him ? what 
witneſſes do they hire againſt him ? when they have 

otten him, how do they abuie him ? King and 
 .. Judg, Captain and Souldiers, *Elders and High 
'Y Priefts, and al! the 7ealous ones of 7/rael, Scribes, 
Phariſees, Sadduces, in all their Forms of ons pe 
are banded together againſt him,reject the Lord of 
Life, put him ro 2 moſt cruel, reproachful and 
exried manner of Death, and chuſe a Murderer 
he ſent to them Apoſtles, gives them the Holy 
Ghoſt in a plain and wonderful! manner , that 
"they might be convinced that they and their Do- 
-ftrine- were of God; he 'gives them the gift of 
healing , and working of Miracles, all to make 
forth hjs glorious preſence and power with them 
he givgs'them wiſdom (that were unlearned men) 
that none was able to gainſay; yet nothing pre- 
' vails with them that glory in their own wiſdom 
and righteouſneſs, but they ſhew their hatred a- 
gainſt that which is of God ; they perſecute and 
murder the Apoſtles and Saints of God as Anti- 
nemians, -men againſt the Law, Preachers of 11- 
centious Dodtrine , teaching men to do evil that 


, iaith the Apoſtle; and thus that generation ſtill 
continges bleſing themſelves in the ways of their 

_ own heart, #nd re{iſting the holy Gheſt, as Ste- 
Fbea the firſt Martyr for the Name of Jeſus, told 


. therefo:e he faith, 


good may come thereof; whoſe damaation is juſt, ! 


. them; yet his Mercy continues to every one that | 
cries to him 1n his trouble, when he finds no belp | 
in man;tor he delivers them'out of their diſtretles; | 

- ' Verſe | 
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ſunder. Here is again holden forth unto us the 
work of God, the regeneration powred forth up- 
on us through the Lord Jeſus; for the natural ſtate 
is holden forth by darkneſs and ſhadow of death, 
and man bound therein in mifery 2nd Iron; for by 
darkneſs is meant ignorance of God; as the true 
knowledge of God is compared to Light, and 'by 
the ſhadow of death is holden forth that man in 
his natural eſtate can do nothing that is good for 
his Souls health, nor well pleaſing to God , no 
more than a dead corps can work the works of a 
living man ; and being bound in Iron, is under- 
ſtood mans captivity to Satan; for that deludin 

Spirit makes him believe that by his Reaſon an 

Wiſdom acquired by Learning, he may know God, 
and by his endeavours and diligence in the uſe of 
the means ( towit, by praying, reading, hearing, 
meditating, and the like) he may pleaſe God, 
and obtain Salvation. Some put in here by believ- 
ing in Jeſus; but then it is but believing thoſe 
things which the Hiſtory of the Goſpel ſers forth 
concerning his Humanity, all which the Devils 
believe, and tremble; as St. Fames ſaith : but the 
work of God is to make us partakers of the Di- 
vine Nature, as Peter faith; to take away our 
ſtony hearr, and give us a new heart, to take away 
that evil Spirit, and renew a right Spirit, or ta 
free us from captivity to Satan, and give his holy 
Spirit unto us, to guide us 1n all our ways, to wit- 
neſs unto our ſpirits that we are the -Sons of God, 
that we walk not any long2r in darknels, as in our 

days of ignorance, but as children of the lignt , 
b. 05 X 4 We 
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Verſe 14. For he brought them out of Darkneſs and 
out of the ſhadow of death, and brake their bonds q- 
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We may redeemiour time unto the Lord, that we 
may.have our fruic in holinefs, and tlie entVever- 
laſting life; this is the work of God, man can dv 


Nothing herein ;, therefore the Plalmiſt ſaith, He 


deliucredtham wont} of their diſtreſs , ani be brouyhe 
them out of darkneſs, &c. And Solomon ſaith, The 
Lord turnath the beart even of Kings 43 the Rivers of 
waters. fo that Kings,although they be the ſipream 
power in their Kingdom, in carthly things, yet 
they cannot turn-Rivers, 2s the Lord torned For- 
dg, and:divided the Sea, no more can they turn 
their, own hearts: from their own' ways unto' rhe 
ways of the Lord; it is the Lord'Jeſus only that 
can do this in-whomſocver, he pleaferh'; for he was 
manifeſted ; far this end, that he might deſtroy the 


worksof the Devil; therefore its. not our reaſon 


that we ought to do that which is good' arid'podly, 
and to abſfain fromevil, nor all the Motives drawn 
from: fear of .Hell-fire and punifhmenr, or from 
hopes of Heaven and Happinels, that can bring 
ns:t0-it ; for thought theſe things teaclr us to 
bcautifc our ſelves with forms and aCtions of Re- 
jigion; and. change our ways from prophaneneſs 
co a profellion of zeal and holineſs, or fron one 
torm of,Religion ro another, yet the heart re- 
m21tgs the fame; ſo that as before we abnſed the 
Creatures'tg our iuſts, iO we ſhall abuſe the Word 
aid Ordinances of God unto onr own. glory, and 
not to. the glory of God; but the work of God 
brings us to. deny: our ſelves, and afcribe all ro 
(3e Eord and-þhj sgreat , mercy ; therefore he 
1ith, 

Verfe 15. V that men would: therefore praiſe the 
Lo;d jor ins goadvels, and dicl ore the wonders that be 
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dodh\for the children of men. Here is man cal: | 
ferth'to:the praifes of God, not for corn, wine; ' X 
arndall the riches of the earth; or any thing thar: . 
perrains to the being or welt-demg of the naturab ; 
life, nor for any thing that is within the bounds | 

of Mans'capacity to underſtand it, or conceive* 

how it may be done ; but-its for the' wonders that: 

he doth, that which neither eye hath feen, nor eat* | 

hath heard, nor heart conceived; Ks that mighty ' 

work of God, its marvellous in our eyes, its 's 

day that'God hath made, not the day that Chrift 

was rtianifeſted in the fleſh, thongh that was a glo- 

rious day'; but its the day whien' Chriſt is revealed: 

in us, and Satan is caſt out ; its the day wherein 

we are d&livered from the power of Satan, and fub-: . 

jefted to the Kingdom of Chriſt, when we are 

made of ſinners the ſons of God ; its the day whey 

that Grace (which brings ſalvation to all appeat=< 

eth, #nd teacheth us to deny 2ll ungodlineſs an@ 

every worldly luſt, and to lve godly, foberly and 

holy 'in the preſent evil world, Theſe are the wort- 

ders of God, figured out by our Saviour*s great 

work of curing the deaf, blind, lame, and all dif- k 

caſes, caſting out devils, and raiſing the dead, 

wich manifeſted him ſufficiently zo be God ; and 
yet theſe wonders do it muck more; for is not 
mans (oul blind by nature; that he cannot diſceriy 
hetwixt good and evil; light and darkneſs, but fol 
lows contraries? is he not deaf, that he cannot 
hear the voyce of God, is not his car ſtopt like ths 
deaf Adder ? Is he not lame, that he cannot walk: 
1n the courts of the houſe of God ? is he not deaff 
in fins.and 'treſpaſſes, that he cannot work any 
righteouſneſs ? 1s not all this becauſe _ _ 
OUNC 
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ound him faſt in the 

.. ropes: of, vanity/and- folly? Are not theſe great 
wonders ?' Thoſe that ſaw the wonders that Chriſt 
did for theſe great diſtreſſes of the Body, magni- 
fied him-,. and admired, and wondred to, ſee it ; 
therefore much more will they.wonger at and mag- 
nifie-/him in whoſe ſouls he works theſe wonders : 
therefore he faith, - 

. Verſe 16. For he hath broken the gates of braſs, 
and ſmitten the bars of Iron aſunder. They that are 
delivered by his power, know what a wonderful 
deliverance it is ; for they'know under what ſtron 
bonds Satan kept. them priſoners, that they coul 
not look up toward Heaven, and pray for deliver- 
ance ; for he made them believe that they were of 
the chiefeſt of Gods ſervants, they knew not them- 
ſelves to be the childrea of Satan, and ſervants of 
Sin, as the Few; boaſted they were never in bon- 
dage toany; but when ſome of them were pricked 
in their hearts at the preaching of Perer, they cried 
out, Mey and Brethren, what (ball we do to be ſaved ? 
when fear of Hell comes upon tiem, their own 
Conſcience awaked, athgufand witnefſes, teſtify- 


Law declaring the juſt Judgments of God againſt - 
them-in his wrath and fi-gce indignation, and their 
hearts found guilty, aad their mouth ſtopt, that 
there 1s no excuſe found, O then how comfortable 
will it be to hear of a Saviour, and when God hath 
appeared in Jeſus, pardoning their ſins, enlights 
ning their blind minds, fanCtifying their ſouls , 
renewing their hearts, giving their ſouls aſiu- 
rance of ſalvation, O what wonders are thele 
that he hath done for their fouls! he bath brokn 
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chains of \iniguity, and cart- 


ing their numberleſs and grievous ſins, and the 
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the gates of braſs, .and burſt the bars of iron aſunden, . 


he hath pluckt them out of the horrible pit, out, - 


Thankſgiving ,, Honour , Might , Majeſty , ang - 
Dominion be unto hini for = Thus they. de- 
clare his wondroys.works ,- and ſound out his 
praiſes for ever. , 5 


This is the. ſecond deſcription of his wonder- 
ful Deliverances, the third follows... |. IIs 


Verſe 17. Fooliſh men are plagued for their offence, 
and ek of their wichades £ Fe is wor 
ral ſtate of man deſcribed whe third time ; the firſh 
to the manifeſting of Gods great Mercy towards all, 
Jews -and Gentiles, Profeſſors and prophane, 
/ Throughall the quarters of the world, without re- 
ſpeCt to any for their Religion or conceited Holi- 
neſs, he hath choſen ſome throughout the world. 
The ſecond was to the manifeſting of Gods great 
power to lead captivity captive, to wit, to ovyer- 
come Satan, that held his ſervants captive under 
bonds of fin and iniquity, as under gates of braſs, 
and bars of Iron, and to'deliver his people from 
that thraldom, and bring them into his own ſer- 
vice, which is perfe@t freedom - This manifeſts 
Gods wonderful wiſdom in giving true knowledge 
to fooliſh man, by which fooliſhneſs is meant 
| the wiſdom of this world , which is fooliſhneſs 
\ WwithGad; for man thinks by his wiſdom to un- 
| _Cerſtand the Myſtery of our falvation, and to 
. know good and evil, as Satan perſwaded, our firſt 
, Parents, ſo he perſwades the wiſe of the world , 

yea 


- pu *. 
4 


of the mire and Clay, he bath ſet their fe <>] wo * 
a rock, and ordereth their goings , Praiſe, and +... 
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yea all men. in nature, that they may by their na- 
tural wiſdom, or what they can acquire out'of the 
Word of God,” and 'meny' interpretation: of the 
fame, to know: that js good for their Soul, and 
todo it, 'and what is evil, ant to avoid it; but | | 
God appoitited.a Gherubim with a ſhaken ſword, 
tiitn ing every way to keep'the- way of the Tree 
of Life, that man ſhall not enver; he hath hid 
theſe things, from the. wit od prudent, that he { 
©nzot enter ; therefore this'is the offence, the 
great wickedneſs, that man will ſtill be eating of 
the forbidden fruit, he will ſtill be exalting himſelf 
to become hike, God., knowing gobd antl eyil; 
nay as Dariel faith, he'wiſfexalt himſelf above al 
that is called Gad in heaven and in earth ; but he 
ſhall be abaſed * for theſe fooliſh men, ith the 
Phalmiſt, are plagued ; and what is their plague? | 
Even they ate made like a wheel which ratnecth {( 
fourd by the hand of the Spinfter afl the day tong, 
fd is no further at night; ſo they toil inthe very 
fire all the day long for very vanity , to-wit, they 
are ſeeking Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Zeal 
from Teacher to Teacher, from one form of Re- | 
ligion to atother, and every way they can devife 
al their life long; and never a jot ocarer ; for 
they never were humbled under the mighty hand 
of God, to ſee their folly, 25 Pax! exhorts all rhar 
would be wiſe to becotne fools: that rey may be 
truly wiſe; . and thoſe whom Got hath choſen, tte 
Will bring them to it; therefore he fath;, . 

1 erſe 18. Ther Sou! abugrred All iaanner of meat, ) 
. 82d they were ever at deat; dior + Here is the pow- 
er of Gods own hand ; when he pleads wich man 
accomlinz to the Juſtice of his Law, then c2n no 


% 


» 


_ Qtrines,and religious; Actings thag they. could i 
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fleſh ſtand before him ;. Fob that concluded to ſtick 
to his. integrity 1. for. ever, was then forced tolay 
bis hand on his month, and abhor' bimaſelf. in Sack» 
cloth : ſo-theſe- that fed their minds. with all, Dor 
vent, of themſelves... or learn of others, their $ 
abbarred it all, and;they- were at deaths door; tax 
they ſee; nothing but..ſudgment- before them, . yea 


now; they. write ; bitter; ;things againſt, themſelyes, 


that if -any would perſwade thery that. there 1s apy 
peace; ar.comfort for. their ſouls," they. ſay, they , 
ae all-liars 4 God hath tured his face, from them, | 
2nd their ſoul refaſerh comfort z yet. by his ſecnes 
PRWEr- and great compaſiian, they are drawn out ta 

pray,unto. him.:. Therefore ;he faith, -So when thy 
cried unto the Lord 1 their, tronhle., he delivered 
thew gn : of their diftreſs. This is' the eflicacyzof 
the Miniftry.of! 7ohv Buptiſt, to bring ,manto rrye + 
Repentance, andiſo.to Prayer, and this is the tyne 
of ,wrue Prayer,” wheg-man; cries -qut of necoſlity; 
oug.afidiftreſs: its not viing a {grtime, as morn- 
WF, ay4 evenings vr: the like; as.the: Servants. of . 
God -lave dane, nog aing/the like-yprgs as-others 
haye done,, how- godly foever:; hy when man cries 
inhistrouble, the Lord:bears and anſwers ; other 
prayertg:when man feels. nd. nece<ty,.9i. what be | 

acks, is vatn babling end gbominable. to: God ;' atia 
tbotdoth man; pray; in the name. of; Jefus, -when 
man oppreſt with the burden of his fin, * acktiowb 
ied gds that heis-ſo fiufal hes. not: gorthy of wny * 
Mercy he is notable to.do any.gaod fnor afty dren ' 
ufevroeated ntans can helphim y. then dotiethe 
Lord hear. the voice; of tiis weeping, then dath li 
r&gve: his prayer , as David felth, and then ;; 
S qoth ; 


\ Fo2 © An Expolition of the 
doth he'give1hem preſent relief;therefore he faith» 
i Verſe 20.He ſent his word and healed them, and they 
were ſaved from their deſtruttion. Here js the wil- 
dom of God, the kiving Word, the Lord Jeſus,who 
|  thewiſdom and power of God unto falyation, 
fo all ; for there is 10 name given whereby men ſhall be 
faved but the name Feſus ,, this is that Tree of Life 
whoſe Leaves heal the Maladies of all Nations; 
and this is that Word that healed them ; its not the 
written Word, | for that they had before, and 
thought to juſtifie theniſelves, and condemn all 
ottier forms of Religion by it. ' This is given to 
«q, which is a-general Call of God to call all men 
from all their own ways of folly and wickednefſ, 
Into his ways of Trith and Righteouſneſs ; but this 
Call- prevails with few ; therefore its written, 
_ are called, but few are choſen} but ts whom 
he ſends this living Word , the Lord Jeſus, he 
heals them, 'and they are ſaved from their deſtru- 
Etion ; for theſe (are the ele or choſen ones of 
God, of whom it is written , Whembe hath-called, 
them he hath-ſanttified, juſtified aud glorified *; for 
he loves them to the end : and-as Jeſus is the Au- 
thor of 'Faith;- ſo he is the Finiſher of- Faith ; and 
as he is the beginner, ſo he is the perfecter of eve- 
ry good word and work, unto the praiſe and glory 


of the Father;'' fo they ate kept by ! him .who | 


is the power of God'unto ſalvation ! therefore 
- he faith, 1:1} 6 B90 

Verſe 21. O that men would praiſe the Lord for bis 
goodneſs; and declare the wonders that he doth for the 
Children of men 3 Here is manifeſt that as Gods Ju- 
ſtice manifeſted againſt Sin by his Law', and mans 
miſery through the ſame, calls him to true Re- 
pentance 


: | 
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pentance and Prayer, ſo Gods Mercy through Je” 
ſus, pardoning ſin, and healing his foul, calls hiny 
to rejoyce in the Lord, and give him true praiſes; - 
therefore here is the time and occaſion of praiſes 
the carnal minded man praiſes God forLife and 
Health', Wealth and-Riches, pleaſures, Pro-. 
fits, ' Honours, Fair Weather in Summer, ſea- 
ſonable- ſhowers in the Spring , - and 'whatever 
anſwers his defiresfor- this preſent life, all for 
back and belly, the ſoul lies hunger-ſtarved : The' 
Hypocrite praiſes God for his Form-of Religion, 
and his performance of all his Duties, as he calls 
them, as that he faſts, and prays, and'pays Tithes, 
&c. and for Election; Redemption, and the like 
Benefits we hive by Chriſt, for the Means'of Grace, 
and hope'of Glory, 'things he hath heard- or read 
of, but neyer wrought in him, and ſo his Soul is de- 
luded; but the man bf God praiſes his 'Name for 
that mighty work of his, whereby-he is madeof a _ 
Sinner a'Son of God; as David ſaith, Come,' and 
1 will ſhew thee what God hath done fay my Soul : and 
again, Praiſe the Lord; O my Soul, who forgiveth aff 
thy ſins, healeth all thy infirmities, ſaveth thy life 
from deſtruftion, crowneth thee with merty and loving 
kindneſs, filleth thy wouth with good things; and this 
is that which every foul ſhould be continually ex- 
ercifed$in. Theſe are the wonders of the Lord which 
they ſhotld declare totheir poſterity, -as the Lord - 
by 2c; commanded '1j-4e1,to declare every mvn an- 
fo his Son,and his ſons tothe. peneration following ; yea 
this ſhould be every ſoulsdelizht;thereforehe ſaith, 
Verſe 22. That they wo. offer unto him the ſacrs- 
fice of Fhanksg vuing , '\and tell ont his works with glad- 
| neſs: This 1s the Sacrifice figured out by the _ 
: Wi 
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; will offering ; for this is the time when. mau-will-do 


' Whatever he canin way of thankfulgeſs.to-God ; 
| whatever may ſet forth the joyfulnes of bis mind ; 
now he would gladly be in company;with them.thar 
' Can receive the Teſtimonies of Gods great good- 
_ nels, or elſe he would be;fgr from the iggicty of all 
men that he- might- eithor ſpeak out the (loving 
kindneſs of God tothe comfort of others, orifound 
out Allelvjah to the Lord. in ſecret far -@ll- the 
comforts that he hath received. So ether goes 
with the mpltitude and bxingthem into.zhe.houſe 
ood, with hevojct gf protie and thankagiving, 
among; ſuch as ,keep.Holy;Day, as Dev. or-clie 
be withes with him, that he.had the wikgs ofs 
dove that, hemight fly into, a ſolitary place; toſir 
. meditating the praiſes: of God, where none dhould 
— roy; | DOE OV TY SO ORL SIG 
-(e3the ge de feriprim Pale grow #hoverances 
' , Prrſeats &:24. They that go down $0:\the ſea in 
8hips and aceupirtheir buſineſs tm great waters, Theſe 
en ſee whe works o the Ltd. .avd bis Teuxers. in the 
&ep, Here the! Plalmiſt &cteth forth man; his 0a- 
- Alellatq.and the great dajiverance of God :by 
- Bain fimilitude, as if he ſhavld, lay, Mani\unrege- 
verate is like the Merchantadyentaorer,that hezasds 
| life and:alttoget worldly. wealth z fo.faris-mays 


" find and, jhis: hearts defire! ghendted from: God, - 


that he: will ,not ſpend: al penny fot, thegword of 
4th, though he' ſpend-aboafands upanthe way 
: of Hypoerires,. to be:;feon of; man, tomake gyeet 
; profeſſion; to get the ptabl of men, bur! faſt. is. he 
_ glewed unto the world, that hewaill pdyenture his 
| Kfe into the deep Sea,” erd:cun in:danger bf death 
| night & day toattain rich&s & honour among _ 


: 


— - » 


k 


Judgm 
continr 


toſled | 


DifficW6-Terts if Pfalms: 335 
So (as Solomon faith) He riſes early and lies down late 
and eats the bread of carefulneſs.4'yea the Luſt of his 
mind blinds his Reaſon fo' much, that though*He. 
hath neither. Son nor Daughter, yet 1s there no 
end of his Lahours;yea' many are ſo much*afraid of 
waſting their ſtore, or hindering the-increaſe of ir, 
that they dare not ſatisfie themſelves out of it, thus 
they live in the World without God,and Build their 
Neſts on the Earth,God is not in atl theirthoughts; 
towit, not that He is a better Good,or that he.cant 
give them more ſatisfying Riches, they often think 
on him with-tear leaſt he ſenid? hasJudgments ;-ito 
wit, Sword or Famine, or-Peſtilence among them ; 
theſe thoughts terrifie them +which ſets out. their 
- Blindneſs. and Ignorance of God'; but this of the 
Sea ſets it out much more,.. for through Covetou. 
neſs they are ſo: blinded, that they gather all their 
Treaſure and adventuceall to the Raging flouds 
where.in-one Hour all may be Loſt, and they their 
wives and children left to miſery. andthough chey 
ſeg divers taſte of ſo bitter misfortunes,” yet "They 
are carried out ſtill to Adventore. all, and now-are 
they forced to ſee (that which-they regarded.not) 
even the works of the Lord. and his wonders in the 
deep, and what are they ? even as followeth 

Verſe 26, 29. For at his word the ſtormy Wind ari- 
ſeth, which ſtirreth up the waves thereof, they are car- 
ried up to the Heayeus and down again to the deep, their 
Soul. melteth, away becauſe of trouble, they Reel to and 
fro and ftagger like a drunken man: and are at their 
wits end; Here is the Work of God by His juſt 
Judgments in his Holy Law holden fo:th, in the 
continuance of this Allegory, [for as men are thus 
tolled upon the Sea, when they are Hunting af- 
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terRiches in careleſsneſs and ſecurity, 1ſo are fin- 
ners whea their ſinsare come to be full, that they 
Live in carcleſsneſs and forgetfulneſs of God, that 
in their thoughts they fit at peace, as lifted upto 
Heaven ;z' then the Lord handing the Law upon 
them i#his fierce indignation numbers up their 


- Sins more than the hairs of their head, and heavi- 


er than they are able to bear, then are they caſt 


down to Hell, their Soul is filed with anguilh, and 
then as all in the Shipare ſet to work, and hard - 


toyl inaſtorm, fo the Sinner by the common mi- 
niſtry is {et to work to pleaſe God and quiet his 
Conſcience, and procure peace and hopes of Hea- 
ven, and ſo exerciſing all diligence in making a 
great ſhow of Repentance, and being inſtant in fa- 


Ning and praying, and praiſing God, and zealous 


againſt all nngodlinefs and ungodly men, (as if He 


had never been ſuch a one) and. devout in all his - 


ways, he gets a hope that God is reconciled unto 
him, and he is not like other men, (2s the Phariſce ſaid) 


- but he doth all things that he ought to do carefully, 


thus-are his thoughts again lifted up to Heaven, 
all menare below him ; but then the Lord ſends a 
ſecond ſtorm upon him., and as the Sea-men when 
a more grieyous Storm comes are paſt their la- 
bours, their toyl will do no good ; they caft out 
their Goods. with their own hands to Lighten the 
Ship, aad they that are travelling to get Riches, 0 
well -wete they if they could Save their Lives ; S0 
when theſe Haughty Sinners Hear-a more Soul- 
ſearching Sermon, which condemns all their Reli- 
gion as Carnal and Formal, which puft up their 
hearts with pride; then are they condemned as Hy- 


' Pocrites that did nothing that was good in the bghr 
0 
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of God, but madea fair ſhow to pleaſe men,and to 
get praiſe and Honour among them, . then are they 
caſt down to Hell again, wrath and judgment is 
upon them z then comes in another Form, - where- 


.-to Conforming, raiſes their Hopes again, that they 


think they have found out the moſt pure way, and 
now are become truly Heavenly in all their Works 
and Words, till yet another Form caftsdownto 
Hell all that the former Set up; thus Reel they to 
and fro, and ſtagger likea drunken man, andare 
at their wits end, and then when all Help of man, 
and Wiſdom of man fails, then are they conſtrained 
£0 turn to God, He is the preſent help in the need- 
ful time of trouble : And he complains that 1/rae/ 


' would never fay there is no hope, for while atan 


hath any hope by any means, or any helps,he never 
turns to God to Cry for Help, but when he hath 
ſought every way that any could dirett, or that 
himſelf could deviſe, then is forced to turn to God 
His firſt Lover ; for if abſolute neceſſity did nor 
force him he would not ſeek to God; yet ſuch is 
his goodneſs that He continues ſtilla God of love, 
and changeth not 'his loving mind, withdraws nor 
his tender mercies from ſinful Sinners, though they 
have Rebelled againſt him, though they have Re- 
yolred from him, after that he manifeſted his love 
unto them ; and therefore he faith ro Hoſea, Go 
love a woman beloved of her Hushand and yet an Adul- 
tereſs according ta the Love of God to Tſracl;, there- 
tore He faith, 

Verſe 28: So when thy cry unto the T.ord in their 
trouble, be dilrvcyeth themour of their dreſs ; Here 
1s the way of God, where man ends, there He - 
g10NS, Man will not ceafe till he be 1n cxtream nit- 
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ſery, and that's the opportunity. for God to ſhew 
mercy ; as it is written, 1 the Iſonnt will the Lord 
be ſeen; to wit, inthe Height of a mans diſtreſs, 
the Eord will manifeſt His goodneſs; as allo it is 
ſaid, One depth calleth to another, to wit, the depth 
of mans'ffliction and- trouble calleth to the depth 
of Gods Love and Compaſſions; therefore He 
ſaith by the Prophet J/a, Where is my Servant that 
walketh in darkneſs and hath no light, let him truſt in 
the Lord and ſtay himſe!f upon his God, but he that 
kinglith a fire out of his own ſparks, and walketh in the 
light of his own fire, this ſhall be have at my hand, be 
ſhall lie down in ſerrow : Therefore Gods work and 
might and grace and goodnefs are never known, 
tilfall other ways prove in vain; as it was to [/rael 
Tudges, and Kings, and Captains all muſt fail, yea 
Prophets and Viſion and all ceaſe, ſo taat the 
Scepter muſt depart from F4dah, and then wall S41- 
to come, nay ſee Wiſdom periſhed from the pru- 
dent and Conncel from the man of Underſtanding, 
a ſtrange thing, that a man ſhall be prudent and 
have no wiſdom, and tobe a man of underſtan- 
ding and can give noCouncel, and was it not fo? 
when Herod asked the High Prieits where Chriſ 


ſhould be Born, they could eaſily tell him at Berh- | 


[chem in Fudea, but neither had they wiſdom £0 
know himand receive him when he came, much leſs 
could they Councel others to do it ; nor yet could 
they ſee His Star and know 41t,; which ſtrangers out 
of the Eaſt Saw and Knew, and followed ſo far 


and (o diligently ; therefore ſhall they with Hered 


be all confounded and troubled, but they ſhall be 
called wiſe men that know His Star, and ſeek him 
trom one erd of the carth to the other- and having 


found 
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found him, fall down before him (though it be 
moſt contemptible amongſt men) and Worſhip 
Himalone, and preſent all their Treaſure to him, 


even Body,Soul and Spirit,to rejoyce 1n him alone,, 


and they ſhall return another way , for as they 
knew not the Star which Led them to Him, ſo ſhall 
they not find out the wav wherein they live that 
have ſeen him and believed in him ; Conſider now 
if ye can know the wiſe men of the Eaſff, for they 
are new-Born Babes, Born where the Sun riſeth , 
to whom Godhath revealed this wiidom, which 
he hath Hid from the wife and prudent of$he 
world, for ſuch is His good pleaſure; and this is 
his deliverance of Sinners thai cry unto Him when 
they are in-tronble, whereby he delivers them our 
of their diſtreſſes, even to lzt them fee and know 
the Star of 7eſus that Leads them {ſtraight ro Him, 
even 70ohn the Bapt:ſt , that Brings them ro Him , 
not boaſting Phariſees, but RepentingSinners,and 
therefore He faith, 

Verſe 29. For he maketh the ſtorm to ceaſe, ſo that 
the waves thereof are [ill ; when man comes to Re- 
pentance, the Law ceateth to threaten and pour 
out wrath, curſe and condemnation upon him, for 
Jeſus appears that will not quench the ſmoaking 
flax, nor break the bruiſed Reed, and therefore 
Fohn Baptiſt tells them not of the Judgments of 
God due unto them becauſe of their fins, but ſays, 
Behold the Lamb of God that takes away ſin, this word 
makes the ſtorm to ceaſe, and the raging waves to 
be ſtill, for the Prince of Peace is maniteſted that 
Commands both Wind and Seaand they obey. him; 
the mercies of God are made known to the Soul , 
that He hath ſent forth the Lord Jeſus our of 
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great Laoye to mankind, in himard through him 
co pardon fin and blot =_ iniquity for his own 
names ſake, and hath lay | 

that this they ſhould do, or that. they ſhould not 
do, but hath with him given them Grace to Poſleſs 
cheir Soul ,, and to Guide their ways, for bv its ap- 
pearing faith the Apoſtle, zr #eacherh to deny all ut- 
godlireſs, and to perform all godlineſs;, and then what 
154 wanting ? and yet more in him, he hath made 
us Sons, and hath given the ſpirit of his Son into 
our hearts, whereby we call bim Qut Father, and 
kngw our ſelvesto be his Sons, and honour him as 
our Father, yea he hath given his Angels charge 
Oyer us, to keep usin all our ways, and to bear 
us in their hands that we daſh not our foot againſt 
the ſtone, for he that hath given unto us the Lord 
Jeſus, how ſhall he not with him give us all things, 
therefore he requireth nothing of us, bur to believe 
in that lis Son ; and this he giveth usalſo, for we 
can believe nothing but the Hiſtory which is decla- 
red of Him in the Goſpel , how He was Concel- 
ved andBornand became man, and lived as a man 


amongſt men, aud Preached mighty Doctrine, and | 


wrought great miracles, and was betrayed, and 
ſuftered a curſed death, and the like; all which 
the very devils , believe andgremble , and many 
men believe and continue in their.ſins ; ſome 1n 
Rioting and Drunkenneſs and the like, others in 
Covetouſneſs, Hard-heartedneſs, injuſtice, opprel- 
fion and thelike ; others in pride and ambition and 
all yaingloryingz and Hypocrites Believe and 
make a:;great ſhew of Zeal and Devotion, and wal- 
king 1a all the ways of God ,: and all is but to be 
{cen of men, theit Heart is not ſo; they do but flat- 
| | ter 
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upon them no Burthen, . 
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ter with their 11ps and diſſemble in'their double 
heart ; But to Believe in himj and by Believing, 
to be Implanted in Him, and to abide in Him, and 
He. in us, and that we are his ſheep, and know 
His Voice, and follow Him, and not to follow 
Strangers, and that He is the Door of the ſheep- 
fold, and who enters by Him, goes in and out 
and finds paſture, and who they are that go in be- 
fore him, or climb up another way, aud that He 
is the true Shepherg, and calleth His own ſheep 
by name, what that Name is, or how He Calleth 
them; and that He is the true Vine, and We bran- 
ches ifnplanted into Him by the Father, and how 
we bear fruit by Him, and cannot bear fruit with- 
out Him, and the hike ; a thouſand gloriovs mani- 
feſtationsof Gods grace and Love to man through 
Him; as how He 1sa Fountain Sealed, and alſo a 
Fountain opened for Sin and for Iniquity ; all theſe 
are myſteries hid from the wiſe and prudent ; the 
Cherabim with that Sword of God keeps the way 
of the Tree of Life ſtill, the Law and' Teſtimony 
is bound up and Sealed among his Diſciples, who 
are not taught by Prieſts,nor Parents,ner Brothers, 
nor Neighbours, but are all Sons of Six and are 
Taught of God; and by that Teaching they Be- 
lieve and know all theſe things, and are fill with 
joy and peace in Believing; therefore he faith, 

Verſe 30. Then are they Glad becanſe they be at 
reſt, and ſo be bringeth them into the H.nven where 
they would be; Thus by the Law is man layd under 
Curie and Death, the wrath» and fierce indignati- 
on and juſt Judgment of God againſt ſin, pared 
out upon him hy Fehr Baptifs ; He is brought to. 


unfeigned ſorrow for ſin, true and- hearty Repen- 


Y 4 tance, 
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rance, under the Law is deſpair and crying ta 
Hills and Mountains to Hide them from the wrath 


of God ; under Fohz are men brought unto Hope, | 


the Son of God and pardon of fin by Him manifeſt- 
ed; By Chriſt the work is wrought, Satan that 
ſtrong one is caſt out, and ſpoyled of his Armour, 
and all His Works deſtreyed, even every manner 
of Iniquity, the Tares that He hath ſown in the 
field of God, to wit, in the hearts of His Elect 
are burnt, for he waſheth and wrinceth them, till 
he have left no ſpot, wrinkle, nor blemiſh, in them, 
He purgeth them till they be cleaner than glaſs, and 
he waſheth them till they be whiter than ſnow ; all 
theſe things he doth unto them, and doth not for- 
get them, for he hath ſet them as a ſignet on his 
Breſt, and bound them as a Seal to his Arm, He 
that toucheth them, toucheth even the Apple of 
hiseie ; ove Kings for their Sakes, there- 
fore he ſaith. 

Verſe 31. O that wen would therefore Praiſe the 
Lord for his goodneſs, and declare the wonders that he 
doth for the Children of men; Here the Pſalmiſt and 
every one that hath Tafted how gracious God is, 
would have all men to Praiſe the Lord with them, 
they would hzye all to underſtand that it is He on- 
Iy from whom all goodneſs doth proceed, as Paul 
faith, Jt 5s he in whom we live , move, and have our 
Being, and that all Evil is from our ſelves as the 
Lord faith by Hoſea, O Iſrael thy Deſtruftion is of 

by ſelf, thy Salvation is by me;, then would they un- 
Cana that the goodneſs of the Lord is exceed- 
ing great, and his mercy abſolute free, when they 
know how much goodneſs he pours out upon ſinful 
men, end that when they are dead in ſins, and ene- 
| | mics 
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mies to God, this is even the Sum of all the Scrip- 
tures, to declare how evil the Sons of men are, as 
David ſheweth, Pſal. 14. How they are corrupt and 
wicked in gll their parts and powers, and Abuſers and 
Corrupters of all rhe good creatures of God) perverters 
of all his Ordinances, fo that they turn the very truth 
of God into 4 Lye; and to manitelt how good and 
Gracious, merciful and loving, God 1s to man ; 
but man ſees neither of theſe, he is taken up with 
ſuch an Admiring of his own Goodneſs, Righteouſ- 
neſs and Wiſdom,, that he ſleights or lightly Re- 
gards, what abundant Goodne(ſs God daily pours 
out upon man; and for the freeneſs of His Grace 


| he will no way receive it, He thinks he can, and 


doth pleaſe God ſo well, that He beſtows His grace 
on him for that; but they that are Redeemed from 
Satan and freed from Sin by him, even when they 
lay in Bondageand ſo great Captivity , as the pri- 
ſoner under Gates of Braſs and Bars of Iron, to wit 
when they could do nothing but either [niquity or 
Hypocriſie, when their Sinsare freely forgiven , 
and their Souls ſet ar liberty, and their Hearts re- 
newed, and their minds enlarged, in the fear of 
God, then they Shout our his praiſes and would 
have them declared amongfl all men; Therefore ke 
ſaith, 

Verſez2, That they would exalt him inthe Congre- 
gation-of the People, andpraiſe him in the Szat of the 
Elders; This is the Work of God that gives man 
a new heart, whzchis not Self-loving, as by nature 
it hath been, but is truly charitable, not ſeeking 
his own good, but the good of others; as God 
would have all men to be Saved, ſo the Believer 
would have the gracious goodneſs of God declared 
among[t 
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amongſt all ſorts of people, High and Low, Rich 
and Poor, Near and Far off, Profeſſor and Pro- 
Ane, and that by them that have experience of it, 
that ſo they might prevail with men by the power- 
fulnefs of the Truth. As David ſaith, Come and 1 
will ſhew you what God hath: dene for wy Sent ;, that ſo 
every Miniſter ſhou!d be a man of Sorrows-and-ac- 
quainted with griefs, as the -Lerd Jeſus the High 
Prieft of our Profeſſion was, that he might be a- 
ble to comfort others with the comforts wherewith 
he hath been comforted ; that the wondrous. works 
of God might be Preached in the Congregation of 
the people, that the - people might not be gathered 
together to Hear vain and unprofitable Hiſtories, 
old Wives Fables, or Genealagzes, or mens Qpi- 
nions, or mens Doings, or what they ought rodo, 
who can do nothing that is Good, or well-plea- 
ſing toGod, but thar the wondrous works .of God 
might be declared amongſt them, even hew He 
hath brought men out of Security and. careleſsnefs, 
that cryed Peace, Peace, io their Souls, though 
they walked in the ways of their own hearts, and 
Bleſſed themſelves in the multitude of their riches, 
or lived in voluptuouſneſs, that ſate down to cat 
and drink and roſe up to play ; even how the Lord 
awakens them, not by teaching them, that-if they 
Obey His Laws they ſhall be Bleſſed. byt.by/Han- 
ding his Law upon them, ſo as. to make#hem know 
themſelves to be grievous ſinners, Rebels agaiuſt 
God, who have calt off God: and, his word and his 
fear, and chon. to themſelves pleaſures of the 
fleſh, vain and fooliſh delights, or the uncertain 
Riches of this World, or the Praiſes or Hogour 
of men, whoſe breati is ia their noſtrils , on 
WIROIE 
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whoſe Life and Glory is cut off in a moment, that 
all theſe that have forſaken the everlaſting mercies 
of God, and followed after lying vanities, may by 
His Law IIpdcliver'd upon their Souls in Thunder 
and Lightning, and Earth-quakes, as it was upon 
Mount $5245, may know the' Terrors of the Al- 
mighty, that the Law of God may be exalted and 
made Honourable, and. every thought of mans 
Heart brought to Judgment, till the [niquities of 
his heels go over his head, even the leaſt ſin that 
He hath committed be aggravated, fo that it is a 
burthen too heavy for him to bear ; that his mouth 
may be ſtopped, to wit, that he can find no excuſe 
at all, that his Heart be found guilty in all man- 
ner -of Iniquity, that he condemn Himſelf, and 
juſtifie the Judgments of God againſt himſelf, as 
David did Pſal. 51. And when the Lord hath caff 
man down to death by his Law, how he faith again, 
Return ye Children of men;, to wit, How he raiſeth 
them to Life and Comfort by the Goſpel,-How he 
bringeth the hard impenitent heart to true and un- 
feigned Repentance, by the Doctrine and Bap- 
tiſm of 7ohn, and how they are made Heirs of E- 
ternal Life by rhe Doctrine and Baptiſm of Jeſus; 
theſe are the works of God, the Teſtimonies that 
Jeſus gave that He is Chriſt, as He anſwered to 
the Meſſengers of Fobn Baptiſs ,,The Blind, even the 
Born blind, receive fight, to wit, wan that is born of 
4 Woman ts ſo void of underſt anding that he knows not 
the things of God till he be implanted into Feſus, and 
then alſo the deaf hear : to wit, man by nature can- 
not Hear the word of God, but according to his 
own conceits, whereby he perverts it and turns 
the Truth into a Lye, until the Lord Jeſus open 
| his 
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his ear, and turn his Heart to Diſcipline, and then 
alſo the dumb ſpeak ; to wit, man cannot ſpeak 
the Praiſes of God bur he is praiſing his Idols,even 
his wiſdom when He hath no wiſdom Sut carnal 
ſenſual and deviliſh, His Rigkteouſneſs;when ir is 
as filthy as a menſtruous cloath; His ſtrength, 
when He is dead in fin, ſo that-he can do nothing 
but Commit Iniquity or Hypocrifie ; His Praying, 
when he' prays to nothing but the Idol of his own 
cart, a Conceit that he hath of God and Chriſt, 
when he knows not God, becauſe he believes not 
in Jeſus to Salvation, who only makes the Father 
known to the Souls of Believers ; andthen alſo the 
Lame walk, even man that Satan hath bound in 
Bonds and Feiters of Iniquity, is by faith in Jeſus 
made ſound (as the Lame man Healed by Peter and 
Fames) to leap and rejoyce in the Praiſes of God, 
whereby his Heart is enlarged to Run the ways of 
Gods Commandments ; and hereby alſo the Barren 
Womb receiveih ſtrength to bear Children, even 
man that was wicked 11 all his conceits, hath his 
mind enlightened, that He may be ahle with all 


Saints to Comprehend the heigth and breadth and . 


depth and length, and to know that Love that 
paſleth knowledg, that his Faith working by Love 
may fulfill all the Commandments of God through 
Jeſus ; therefore hefaith, 

Verſe 33.34. Waich turneth the ſlouds into a Wit- 
aerneſs, and aryeth up the Water-ſprings; A fruitful 
Land maktth he Barren , for the wickedneſs of them 
that dwell therein: Thus the P/almiſt continueth to 
open his mouth in Parables; for: as before He ſet 
forthGods wonderful works of mercy in his church 
even them that live by Faith in Jeſus; So hereby 
Parable 
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Parable He ſets forth his Righteous and dreadful 
Judgments upon Hypocrites, even them that glo- 
ry in their own wiſdom and righteouſneſs, for they 
imagine that they bring forth flouds of Righteoul- 
neſs, and are like Springs of water, yea: like a 
fruitful field as the Pharsſee in our Saviours Para- 
ble ſaith, 1 faſt often, and pay Tythes »f allthat I 
poſſeſs , and -Paul while he was a /hariſee , how he 
elteemed himlelf touching the Righteouſneſs of the 
Law blameleſs,and to outſtrip all his Companions, 
and this was 1ſrae/s zeal to multiply Sacrifices, to 
Build Altars on every green Hill, and under every 
large Tree, to pray in the corners of the ſtreets, 
and the like ; till the Lord abhorred their Sacrifices 
and His Soul Loathed their Burnt offerings,and ſo 
gave them into the hand of their eneriies to be car: 
ried into Captivity : So our zealous men in all 
their ſeveral Forms of Religion, glory one agaiyſt 
another, as the Phariſees and Sadducees Cid, how 
they walk the.right ways of God, O what glory- 
ing is among them, and multiplying Prayers and 
Praifes, and boaſting or Truſting in their keeping 
Covenant, and their right Order of Receiving the 
Sacrament ſitting or kneeling, and their right way 
of Baptizing Children, or men that can give Ac- 
count of their faith, in their waiting on the true 
Light, where is the light that makes them know 
that they are darkneſs ? and the faith that excludes 
boaſting ? and the humility that makes them tv 
prefer others, and not ro eſteem of themſelves, 
but to be lowly in their own ejes ? and the Chari- 
ty that teacheth them not to teck their own profit 
but the good of others ? Surely the Lord will be a- 
venged on ſucha people as this? as he is zealous 
OVEL 
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over his own people to pr e them and bleſs 
them, to build them and eſtabliſh them for ever 
ſo wilt he be zealous againſt theſe his enemies to 
 Confornd them and deſtroy them, and root them 
out and give them into the Hand of their Enemies, 
even of Satan and all the Principalities and Powery 
of darkneſs. And this he will do to the Reprobate 
unto their utter Confuſion ; but unto thoſe whom 
he will in mercy Convert, he doth alfo deliver 
them up to Satan for the Deſtrution of the fleſh, 
that they may learn not to Blaſpheme, and when 
he hath covered their faces with fhame and confu- 
ſion that they are aſhamed of their own ways, and 
proftrate themſelyes before the Lord crying for 
mercy, and confeſſing their unworthineſs, then 
doth he give them a new heart, and renew a right 
ſpirit within them, to guide them into all the ways 
of truth ; therefore he ſaith, 

Verſe 35. Again, be maketh the Wilderneſs a far 
ding water, and Water ſprings of a drygreund; By | 
this Parable is Holden forth the#operation of the 
Grace of God in his people, that by natureandin 
all their own wiſdom and Righteouſneſs are like 
the Barren wilderneſs that brings forth nothing but 
Thorns and Briars, or Heath, and Ling, and mofs, 
which all the warmneſs*of the Sun, or Suppling of 
the pleaſant Spring ſhowers profits not; 1o all the 
Teaching of the word ,, the comforts of the Gof- 
pel prevails not with theſe , they are like wine ſet- 
led on the Lees that cannot be refined ; but when 
the Grace of God appears that brings Salvation to 
all, when God puts to his hand, 'wher he ſays ſeek ye 
wy face , then the work muſt goon ; they will an- 


ſwer, Thy face will we ſeek right early; Thus He 
maKes 


makes water-ſpgings of a dry ground ; He chuſeth 
not the Righteous and Zealous among men, but he 
brings in the wandring Prodigal, he Converts the 
ſinful Publican, He calls in the prophane Idola- 
trous Heathen, - He reconcileth the worldly minds, 
that live in enmity againſt him, He reveals his 
Son in them, and brings them out of darkneſs into 
his marvelous Light, He delivers them from the 
power of Satan and tranſlates: them into the king- 
dom of His dear Son, He writes his Law in their 
hearts and puts his fear into their inward parts , 
that the Law of Ged is their Souls delight, that 
they meditate therein day and night; His word is 
unto them as pure as ſilver, and his judgment more 
to be deſired thamgold and ſiveeter than Honey : 
is not this to make water-ſprings of a dry ground ? 
But you will fay, that the word muſt be under- 
ſtood according to the Letter, it needethno ſuch 
figurative Expoſition ; the Literal fenſe doth plain- 
ly enough ſet forth the Judgments of God againſt 
the wicked, and his mercies tohis people ; to wit, 
that he maketh a fruitful Land barren for the wic= 
kedneſs of them'that dwell therein ; and on the 
contrary, He by his Bleſſing makes the Wilder- 
nels a fruitful field and placeth His own people 
there. ; that they may build and ſow, and Plant, 
and receive great increaſe, and he bleſſethrhem, 
and ſuffers not their cattel to decreaſe; it's mani- 
feſt theſe words are ſpoken of temporal Bleſſings. 
O this pleaſeth you well that you may be account- 
ed the people of God, and all the Riches and Ho- 
nours that you catch with your greedy Hunting af- 
ter them , may be accounted the bleſſings of God 
upon you ; you like not the Teſtimony of Jeſus to 

his 
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bis Diſciples, you ſhall be hated and reviled and evil 
ſpoken of by all men for my names ſake; yea they ſhall 
think -they do God good Service when they kill 
you, but you had rather be doing that Service,how 
eagerly do you deſire they ſhould be kill?d or per- 
ſecuted and puniſh'd ſeverely , or forced to abjure 
their way of Religion, whom you count Hereticks 
becauſe they are not in your way, and did not the 
Apoſtle worſhip God in_ that way that was accoun- 
ted Hereſfie by them that worſhiped God after the 
Letter * But know firſt, that the Word of God 
which is altogether ſpiritual is ſoſpoken, as if it 
concerned temporal and literal things, that upon 
all the glory there may be a defence; that the law 
and teſtimony of God may be Sealedamong His 
Diſciples, and hid from the wiſe of the world,that 
neither eie can ſee, nor ear can hear, nor heart can 
perceive the manifeſtations ofGods love to his peo- 
ple:; as when the Diſciples asked- Jeſus why He 
did expound all things to them;and ſpake to others 


In Parables ? Heiarnſwered,. becauſe to you it is gi- 


ven to know the myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
but he ſpake to others in. Parables, that even as 
the Idols have eyesand-ſee not, cars and hear not; 
&c. ſoarethey that make them, and all that fall 
down and worſhip them; So all that underſtand, 
the word of God after the Letter are makers and 
worſhipers of Idols, far the word of God is alto- 
gether ſpiritual, for-God is a Spirit as our Saviour 
teacheth, .and therefore-muſt ,be -worſhiped an ſP1- 
rit , and the. greateſt part .of his worſhip is the 
Os Believing and underſtanding his word 
arighr. | 
Segondly, Know this that when he hath thrned 
| the 
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the barren wilderneſs iato a fruirful field, he gi- 
yeth it not to the Rich or Wile, for they are full, 
and them he ſends empty away; they have Wives,and 
Farms, and Oxen, to delight themſelves in, they 
mult not taſte of his Supper ; therefore he ſaith, 
Ver.. 36, 37, 38. And there he ſetteth the hungry, 
that.they may Build them a City to dwell in, that they 
way ſow the Land and Plant Vineyards to yield them 
frutts of in-re ſe , he bleſſeth them ſo that they multi- 
ply exce: dingly , ana ſuffereth 1:0t their Catte! to de- 
creaſe ,, Here 1s the Servants of God deſcribed by 
this. word Hunery, as our Saviour teacheth, Blef- 
ſed are they that hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs 
for they ſb. ll be ſatisfied, with what ? with the fat- 
zeſs of thy Houſe ſaith David; And is that earthly 
temporaltihings ? or what is the fatneſs of God's 
Houſe ? It's not Corn and Wine, 7's the light of 
thy Countenance, 1aith he ; ſo that it's not as men 
Conceive , they that are Righteous, -but it's they 
that want it and Hunger after it,, they who are 
oppreſſed and oyerladen with their fins, that muſt 
be eaſed and refreſhed, they that thirſt and have 
no money, that muſt have wine and milk with- 
out money and without price ; whether is it wine 
and milk they muſt have? or is this figuratively 
ſpoken ? But theſe Hungry ones muſt build'them 
there a City to dwell in, is notathis ſtrange ? that 
they have not food for the belly, and have money 
enough to Build with, and that a whole City ? But 
if we inquire what is this City ? the Apoſtle ſaith 
Build your ſelves upon your moſt holy faith ;, Here is the 
City , the fatneſs of the Houſe of God ; here the 
hungry feed and are ſatisfied, for the life they live 
in the fleſh is by the faith w Jeſus, for He 1s the 
| / fatnets 
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fatneſs of Gods Houſe, for it pieaſed the Father 
that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell , He is bread to the 
hungry, and drink to the thirſty, even the true bread 
that came down from heaven, and giveth life to the 
World; and heis the true drink, even the water of 
Life, which whoſoever drinketh ſhall thirſt no more ,, 
Is not this man bleſſed of God ? doth He not mul- 
tiply exceedingly , who goes through thevale of 
miſery -and uſeth it for a well, and his Poolsare 
filled with water ? ſo he walks from ſtrength to 
ſtrength and appeareth to the God of Gods in Ss- 
on ;, doth not he ſow to the Spirit and reap life everla- 
fting ? when they that ſow '0 the fleſy reap corruption ! 
Douh not he plant a Vineyard rhat yields fruits of 
increaſe 7 te wit, is xot he planted into Feſus the 
true Vine, that he'may bring forth frun abundantly, 
withou: whom hecau do nothing ? Ts not this the fruit 
of the true Vine? whereof our Saviour would drink, 
n9 more ., til he drunk, it 1:ew with bis Diſciples in the 
Fathers 1iigdom? I not the Fathers Kingdom Chriſt 
raigning i the Souls of his people ? Ts it not new tothew 
that have live inthe old man ? to wit, mn the fleſh, 
and kave not krow:. Criſt: but after the fleſh, and m 
the olun:ſs of the Litter? Doth his Cattel decreaſe 
when his k ine give milk, abur:dantly, and his Oxen are 


" ſtrong to Labour ? for Ly fatth in Chriſt he is fed as 4 


babe with milk, and as a man with ſtronger meat ;, I's 
like IſraePs Manna , for as they that gathered litl: 
bad no wai.t, and they that ga hered much had none & 
wer, fouretheſe hungry on-s f.d with true milk and h0- 
rey, the frauts of the heavenly Canaan , whereby 
both High and tow, R;ch and poor, young and 
old, are filled with the praites of God, and his 
Land is Plowed by the Holy Spirit of God , that 
turns 


"an... 


_ Difficult Texts in Pſalms. 324 
turns over the Fallow-ground of his heart, and his 
Angels weed out all the Tares, Thorns, Bryars, 
and whatever grows therein, ſave the good word 
of God ; that he may ſow in tears, and reap in Joy g 
when _ he ſows nothing but the 1lighs and groans 
of an afflicted heart, a wounded Soul, and a brai- 
ſed Spirit, but he reaps precious Corn; the righs 
teouſneſs of faith, and is filled with joy and peace 
in believing, but he lives not always 1n this peace z 


he is Ihe the Lilly among Thorns, he hath enemies 


within and without ;, Satan deſires to winnow Him 
as Wheat, the World hates him, therefore it's 
farther teſtified. 

Verſe 39, 40, 41. And again, when they are mi- 
niſhed and brought low through oppreſſion, through any 
Plague or Trouble, though he ſuffer them to be evil in- 
treated through Tyrants, and let them wander ont of 
the way, in the wilderneſs, yet helpeth be the poor out of 
miſery, and maketh him Honſholds like a flock of ſheep. 
Here?s the deſertions of God, when God leaveth 
his people unto the will of the enemy, under the 
power of Tyrants, to ſuffer Plague and Trouble 
Here 1s the tryal of Faith, the fiery Tryal that 
comes upon all, faith the Apoſtle, to ery whether 
they can believe though they ſee no help nor helper ;, as 
our Saviour faith, Bleſſed is be that hath not ſeen,ard 
yet hath believed ;, And again, yet a little while and 
ye ſhall not ſee me, for I ge to the Father, and where 1 
am, thither ye cannot come ;, And when Gods pre- 
{ence is withdrawn,then the Enemy prevails,yea all 
the Enemies of mans Soul ; Satan overthrows His 
Faith, and drives him to wiſdom and zeal, to joyn 
ſomething or other with Chriſt. The world pre- 

Vvalls cither to draw him with fair promiſes, or 
Z 2 terriſy- 
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tedrifying him: with threats and frowns to ſeek for 
the Hep or Favourof man ; The Fleſh allures to 
fatisi& the mind with Lufts and pleaſures, forget- 
' ring the joy and pleaſures that are in the preſence 
and right hand of God; So hard it 1s with-man to 
ſtand faſt in the Faith , if God be not preſent to 
uphold him continually. and to ſubdue his Ene- 
mies; therefore Moſes and all 7/rael prayed every 
morning for God to goout with them, to ſubdue 
their Enemies before them ; andevery night to re- 
turn and reſt with them, that they might reſt in 
peace under his pretection. X 
This is the Wilderneſs men wander in out of the 
way of God, to wit, from Faith in Jeſus ; for he 
7s the way, and when men live not in him by faith, 
wander in a wilderneſs, even ſeeking to pleaſe 
God by.their wiſdom, and righteouſneſs and zeal, 
and:to live in the world by their cark and care,and 
£0 ſatisfie their ſouls with fleſhly pleaſures and de- 
Hghts, but all Jight ſhort, for God is wel] pleaſed 
with Jeſus only ; when the Sinner cries out my fins 
are-great and exceedingimany, But I believe © 
. Lord thou wilt pardon themallthrough Jeſus, Lord 
God: of mercies, Have mercy upon me for Jeſus 
Sake; The Lord Hears the voice of his afflicted 
Spirit, and: receives him graciouſly: The Body 
muſt be preſerved':and maintained with Food and 
Raiment; but mans cark and care cannot obtain 
this, without the Hand- or Bleſſing of God upon 
is Labours; Sword and Peſtilence, -Thieves and 
Kobbers, Storms and Tempeſts, are Meſſengers 
of God, tolet him know , that as He hath given 
him all things liberally to enjoy of his own good 


pleaſure, ſo He can take them away in an _—_ 
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all thingsof the Earth yield gothing to man, but v4- 
nity and vexation of ſpirit z as Solomon faith, The 
miad of man muſt have content, but all that the 
eic ſees, the ear hears, and the heart conceives, ' 
cannot give content ; theſe are not the things God 
hath layd up for them that love him, theſe are not 
the joys and pleaſures that are at his right Hand ; 
therefore though He thus let Tyrants oppreſs 
them, yet he will look upon their poor ſouls, whea 
they.cry unto him in their Trouble; for he left 
them for a very little moment in his diſpleaſure, 


or for the tryal of their Faith, or the exerciſe of 


their patience; yet with everlaſting mercies will 
he returnunto them and help them out of miſery, 
and make them Houſholds like a flock of ſheep; as by 
our Saviours Parable, the Father heiped his proaigal 
Son-ont of miſery, for be ſatisfied his hunger with true 
bread, bread of the Fathers houſe, bread that comes 
down from Heaves and gives life to the World, and 
kil®d for him the fatted Calf,, and did take by filthy 
Garments from him, and «rrayed him with Wedding- 
garments, even the Righteouſneſs of Jeſhs,, and hath 
put on him the Wedding gold Ring, and hath eſponſed 
him to himſelf in faithfulneſs and everlaſting compaſſi- 
#75; SO is He of his Houſhold, and 1s no more a 
ſtranger but- of the Family of God, who are like a 
flock of ſheep, which come up irom the waſhing , 
gvery one beareth Twins, and none is barren a- 
mong them,*for they are come out of the great tri- 
bulation,and haye their garments waſhed and made 
white in the bloud of the Lamb, even the Lord Je- 
ſus, through whom they are made fruitful, to bear 
every one Twins ; even mortification of the fieſh,and 
ſanFificatign of the ſpirit , as the Apoſtle faith ; 1f 
| f 2 | Chriſt 


men OTIS "A 
* a HAT YEDIO | 

326 Arr Expoſition of the 
"Chriſt be in you , the body is dead becauſe of ſin, and 
the ſpirit 1s Life for righteouſneſs ſaks ; which two, 
Compleax the Righteouſneſs of Saints, wherein 
they declare how they are delivered out of all their 
diſtreſles, and that by the free mercies of God, and 
therefore their month is fill*d with his Praiſes , and 
their Ton2ues nevei ceaſe to tel] of his wondrous 
works; therefore the Pſalmiſt for a Concluſion 
Jaith 

| Verſe 42,43. The Righteous will conſider this. and 
Rejoyce, and the mouth of all w;ckedneſs ſhall be ſtopped ; 
whoſo 1s wiſe will ponder theſe things, and they ſhall 
underſtand. the loving kindneſs of the Lord. This is 
both the Rizhteouineſs and the Wiſdom, of the 
Servants of God, even to Confider and Ponder this 
loving kindnefs, theſe tender mercies, theſe won- 
derful works, theſc gracious deliverances of God : 
and herein they rejoyce, and the month of all wickea- 
neſs is ſtopped; to wit, of their own wickednels, not 
of other mens ; for no mans wickedneſs is ſtopped 
but'by theſe deliverances, therefore the truth ſaith, 
Let the uririphteoss be unrighteous ſ11l, but let the Ciil- 
dren of God walk wiſely, towards them, that are with- 
cnt, and ſhine as li; hts in the midſt of a crook;d and 
perverſe Geieration ;, and never expect to live but a- 
mongſt Drunkards,and Whoremongers, and proud 
Boaſters, and Covetous, Oppreſſours, and thieves, 
and Revellers, and Hateful Periecutors of all that 
wait ior the Lerd Jeſus aud His appearance ; Let 
Alillenarics or other zealous Profeſſors look for the 
. Raignings of Chriſt with his Saints upon the earth 
a thouſand years, or that as there is a Church-m- 
litant, ſo there ſhall be a Church Triu;nphant up- 


when 


on the Earth ; but the Saints Believe in Jeſus that 
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when he comes it ſhall be as in the days of Noah, _. 
men eating and drinking, marrying,and Giving. in 
marriage, all ſeeking the ſatisfying of their luſtful 
minds; yet doth Chriſt Raign with his Saints, and 
:n his Saints a thoutand years upon the Earth, for 
if he Raign in a Saint bur one day, it is as a thou- 
ſand years, and if he Raign a thouſand years, . it is 
but as one day with the Lord; and the Church 
doth Raign with Chriſt, and are Triumphant in 
him, for they Triumph that they'*are militant, even 
that they put on the whole Armour of God, and 
fight againſt all the powers of Iniquity in them- 
ſelves ſtill, not in others; Let others be Curſing , 
they Bleſs, and when they hate and perſecyte, they 
love them and pray for. them, for they love their 
enemies; do not theſe triumph over Envy, Ha- 
tred and Malice, that they ſhall have no place in 
their minds, if Satan and Sin overcome them with 
temptations, they Triumph in Jeſus, over Satan, . 
Sin, Hell, and Judgment, becauſe by him Satan is 
overcome, Sins are pardoned, and not imputed un- 
to them, they are delivered from Hell, and mer- 
cy Triumphs againſt judgment ; if they be put to 
death for the teſtimony of Jeſus, they Triumph 
over Death, for that it takes but away the Body, 
which is ordain*d to die, and their Souls ſhall paſs 
througha temporal death to eternal life ; there- 
fore they Sing that Triumphant 'S5ng, O death 
where u thy ſting ? Ograve where u thy vittory ? the 
Sing of death is ſin, and the flrength of ſin is the law, 
but praiſed be God through Feſus he hath Cancell:d the 
Law , andblotted out that Hana-writing that was 4- 
gainſt ua, and taken it out of the way, and he hath a- 
bolifhed death, and brought ” and [alvation- to light 

+ "ns 


_ 


"wn Y 


” ix W - $a _ "OO D _— n BY | 
re = | 
328” An Expoſivion of the 


ir Feſus throng h the Goſpel. Thus do they Triumph 
in all, for God hath given them viory through 
the Bloud of the Heavenly Teſtament, and made 
them more than Conquerors ;- So that neither life 
nor death , nor anyother thing, ean ſeparate them from 
the Loveof God which is in Feſus; Bleſſed and prazſed 
be bis Name for ever. 


Pſal. 109. Al the deprecations of David in 
this Pſalm are againſt the Hypocrites, who conti- 
nually hate and ſpeak evil againſt Jeſus and all his 
Servants with a lyiug tongue, therefore David 
prays that the Judgments of God may be upon him 
and that his wife may be a widow, meaning by 
his wife Hypocrilic, that he is wedded to, which he 
deſires may never be owned by any other ; and 
that his Children (to wit, all that ſhall be Hypo- 
crites after him ) be Vagabonds , ſeeking their 
bread out of deſolate places ; to wit, that the 
judgments of God be ſo upon them, that all the 
conceits of Holineſs, which they fed their Souls 
withal before, may be turn'd into deſolation ; and 
io he prays that his Fathers wickedneſs be had in 
remembrance ; to wit, the wickedneſs of former 
Hypccrites , becauſe they always perſecute the 
Poor and needy, to ſlay the Broken-hearted, in 
whom God delights, yea, they pefecute him, whom 
God hath ſmitten ; and therefore commands all 
his Miniſters to Comfort them; therefore David 


prays, that all dreadfut jadgments may be upon' 


them till they alſo be poor aad needy, and that it 
is for their Hypocriſie, (which is moſt abominable 
wickedneſs in the {ight of God) that the judgments 
of God are upon them, and ſo be conſtrained to 


turn | 
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turn to the Lord that ſmote them, to Beg for mer- 
cy in the day of their diſtreſs. 

Pſal. 110. Verſe 1. The Lord ſaid to my Lord, ſit 
thou at my right hand, till 1 make thy enemies thy foot- 
Fool; This is commonly Expounded to be, God ex- 
alting Jeſus for the Converſion of the Gentiles, 
who were enemies to 1/rael;, but it is to be under- 
ſtood of the Converſion of any finnner, for allare 
enemies to God, and all the ways of true godline(s 
by nature; and by Jeſus ſitting at theright hand of 
God, ſignifies the Preaching of the Goſpel, glad 
tidings of Gods free grace to pardon ſin,and ſanQi- 
he the Sinner ; whereby the ſinful ſoul is drawn by 
Cords of Love, into Love and Unity with God 
through Jeſus; as the left hand is appointed for the 
Veſſels of wrath in the Day of Judgment, and to 
be the. Footſtool of Jeſus doth nor _ the ab- 
jecting or trampling the Soul under foot, but the 
ſubjecting of the fleſh and fleſhly mind to the dott- 
rine and power of Grace which is naturally averſe 
to it,and deſirous to eſtabliſh mans own righteouſ- 
neſs which is of the Law. | 

Verſe 2. The Lord ſhall ſend the Rod of thy ftrengt 
ont of Zzon, Rule thou in the midſt of thine enennes.: 
Zion is uſed in Scripture for the Church or People 
of God ; The Rod of the ſtrength of Jeſus is the 
great Loveof God ; therefore this ſignifies that the 
ſame love of God whereby the Church of God is 
guided, muſt alſo Convert ſinners, and the ſen- 
ding it, is the preaching it ; and therefore our Sa- 
viour ſaid, So God loved the world that be gave his 
oily begotten Son, that whoſoever Believid in him ſhauld 
nor periſh, but have everlaſting liſe. 


Verſe 
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Ferſe 3. Thy People ſhall come willingly in he da 
of _y_ 2 the bay of holineſs , Fo the _ 
of the morning thou haſt the dew of tby youth ;, The for- 
mer of theſe Teſtimonies is ſpoken to Jeſus, and is 
very plain, that the Love of God, which was the 
cauſe of the ſending of Jeſus, is powerful to make 
his people which were filthy polluted Sinners, to 
come willingly, and that in the beauty of holineſs, 
which is not in performing all their duties as men 
account, and falſe Preachers teach, bur it is with 
broken hearts under ſenſe of fin, hungring and 
thirſting for righteouſneſs, this is the beauty of 
Holineſs with God : The latter Clauſe is ſpoken to 
the Church, thou haſt the dew of thy youth from the 
wornb of the morning ;, 'and by the w.mb of the mor- 
ning 1s meant, the Love of God in Jetus, for he is 
the Day-ſtar from whence the day dawns, or light 
ariſeth to every Converted Soul, and the ſame 
_ it fruitful, as the earth is by the mornings 

ew. 

Verſe 4. The Lord hath ſworn and will not repent, 
thou art a Prieſt for ever after the order of Melchiſe- 
aech ;, Here is the alteration of the Prieſthood from 
the Order of Aaroz to the Order of Melchiſedech ; 
which is Expounded to be King Prieſt and Prophet, 
as Melchiſedech was; and to be firſt King of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and then King of Peace, as the Apoſtle 
to the H:brews declares, and to he the High Prieſt 
of our Profeſſion 25 Paul calls him, who went in to 
the moſt Hol, p'ace once a year with Sacrifice for 
his ow fins, and the fins of the people : Bur Jeſus 
orice for ail having given up himſelf a Sacrifice for 
the fins of his people, (himſelf being without ſin) 
' £ntred into Heayen, and perfected for cyer all that 
COme 
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layd the way open that every ſinful Sinner may 
without ſacrifice enter in, by the vertue of thar 
Sacrifice; but if they: bring any Sacrifice they ſhall 
be ſhut out; but to be a Prieſt after the Order of 
Melchiſeaech , ſignifies yet further , that as Melchi- 
fedech met Abraham when he returned from the 
{laughter of the Kings, and gives him Bread and 
wine , ſo Jeſus as King gives the Believers victory 
over the Kings their Enemies, that have conquer?d 
{o many, even Satan, Sin, and Luſt, furious Kings ; 
and as he is Prieſt, he feeds them with heavenly 
bread that gives Life tothe world, and with new 
wine, even himfelf and his Holy Spirit; and as 
the Prophet he foretells them all that ſhall be to 
the end of the world, as to the Divine in his Re- 
velations. 

Verſe 5. The Lord at thy right band ſhall ſtrike 
through Kings in the day of his wrath ; The Tight 
hand ſtill ſignifies the miniſtry of the Goſpel, where- 
In Gods power is ſo manifeſted againſt ſin, that it 
is called the day of his Wrath, bur it's wrath againſt 
fin, but grace and mercy and peace to the Sinner; 
and 1t*s ſaid to ſtrike through, becauſe the Law only 
makes ſin known; but the Goſpel converts, the Law 
convinces the judgment , but the Goſpel converts 
the heart and the affetions, & that in all, Kings ef- 
cape not,the moſt ſoveraign power muſt yield,when 
that moſt Soveraign Grace comes from God. 

Verſe 6. He ſnall judg among the Heathen, he ſhall 
fill the places with drad Bodies, he ſhall wound the 
Heads over divers- Countries ;, Here is a Prophecy of 
Preaching the Goſpel to the Heathens ; and there 
the places are filled with dead bodies, for the Got- 


pel 
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pel always makes known, that the Body is dead in 
fins, and ſo ir wounds the heads over divers Coun- 
tries - Idolatry is' the Head among Heathens, and 
Hypocrifie among Profeliors, and the Goſpel cuts 
them borxh down. | 
Verſe 7. He ſhall drink.of the Brook in the way, there- 
fore be ſhall lift up his head; The meat and drink 
of Jeſus is to do the Fathers will, which is to Convert 
Sinners, and the Brook in the way, ſignifies the wan- 
dring Souls of men, that are running to and fro,(as 
a Brook doth) not knewing where to find the word 
of Truth, and this exalts him to be the Head of all, 
both high and low, rich and poor, to bring all to 
Salvation, | 
Pal. 112. Verſe 1. Blefſedis the man that feareth 
the Lord, that delighteth greatly in his Commandments; 
Here concerning the fear. of God it is to be under- 
ſtood, not that which ariſeth from the fiery Law 
of Moſes, which was dclivered by. ſuch terrible 
Thundering, that it made Moſes toquake, and 1/- 
ral to fear to come near God, and deſire Aſoſes 
to go , and what the I commands by him they 
would do ; but the Lord ſays, O that there were ſuch 
a heart in them ;, ſhewing thereby, they had an old 
deceitful heart, which feared nothing but wrath & 
deſtruction ; but this fear is that which the Lord 
that gives his people a new heart, doth engrave 
this fear init , and they fear nothing but God and 
his Goodneſs, as Hoſea ſaith, and Blefied are they 
#hat.have this fear, for they delight in his Commana- 
ents ;, not as they are ten or any more, whereby 
the word of God is made Precept upon precept , 
Line upon line, Leſſons Rules and Inſtrufijons,but 
2s all the Commands of God are delivered in ns 
| word, 
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word,, as my Songrue me thy heart; or let bvery one 
that names Feſns depart from iniquity, either of which 
words given to the Soul by love in Jeſus, is the 


Kingdom of God in man ; and like asa little lea-' 


ven leaveneth three meaſures of meal, fo it ttit- 
neth heart, ſoul ſpirit, mind, will, affeftions, and 
all unto God, it's like Xsſes that would not leave a 
hoof behind , therefore our Saviour teacheth us ta 
pray, Thy Kingdom come. | 

Verſe 2, & 3. His ſeed ſhall be mighty jen Earth; 
the Generation of the:upright ſhall be bleſſed ;, wealth 
axyd riches ſhall be in his houſe, his rachteouſneſs endu- 
reth for ever. Whereas the P/almiſt iaith, that the 
man of God ſhall be mighty upon earth, and that 
wealth and riches ſhall be in his houſe, it isnot to 
be underſtood of earthly might and riches, for 
though fome of the Servants bf God have had 
great riches as Abraham, yet it's but few, but it is 
ipoken concerning ſpiritual might, wherein they 
are mighty with God, as Abraham was, and ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings, as the feft.” of God, the grace of 
God, and the fruits of the ſpirit, which every true 
Chriſtian enjoys in ſome meaſure, and ſo much ag 
to grow thereby to the ſtature of a man in Chriſt, 
and that is enough to ſatisfic him fully. 

Verſ®4. Unto the upright there ariſeth light is 
darkneſs. This ſhews that the light of che Soul 
is not any power in man, nor that man can obtain 
it by any wiſdom or way of holineſs, nor yet is gi- 
ven to man when he js born of his mothers womb z 
to wit, when he cometh into the world, but is gi- 
ven to man , when he js regenerate, and hath layd 
long in darkneſs; to wit, ignorance of God'and 
his ways ; as 1/ainh ſaith, The people that ſat in = 
nes 
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neſs bave ſeen a great light ,, &c. and Paul ſaith, you 
that were ſometime darkneſs, are now light in the 
Lord. | 
Pſal. 113. Verſe 6, 7,8. He raiſeth up the poor 
out of the duſt, and lifteth the needy out of the dung- 
bill, that he may ſet him with Princes, even with the 
Princes of his people , He maketh the barren moman to 
keep honſe, and to be a joyful mother of children. By 
poor and needy underſtand , the Soul of man un- 
. der the,power of the Law, convinced of his ſinful 
condition, that he is not ableto dq or ſpeak, or 
think any thing that is good ; therefore he lies in 
miſery as one that lies lame or maimed in the duſt 
or dunghill, and none can raiſe him up but God, 
there?s his low condition ; and then God ſets him 
with the Princes of his people, even Believers ; that 
Jeſus hath made kings unto their God, there's theit 
high advancement. And by the Barren woman is 
the ſame low condition figured ; and by being a 
joyful mother of children is ſignified, the Believing 
Soul abounding in all chefruits of the Spirit,as love 
Joy, peace, meekneſs, temperance, patience, &c. 
Pſal. 114. Verſe 1. When Iſrael went out of Egyt 
the Houſe of Facob from a people of a ftrange Lansuagt 


bythe captivity of Iſrael in Egypr , is figured the cap' | 


tivity of mans Soul under Satan and fin, Therefore 
It 1S faid 5 that God delivered them by 4 mighty hand, 
and aſtretched-out Arm ;, to let man know, that no- 
thing can ſeparate his hearc from fin, but the migh- 
ty power of Gcd even Jeſus, for he is' the powe! 
and wiſdom of God unto Salvation, both to Jes 
and to Gentile. 

Here the P/almſe calls Egypt a People of a ſtrangt 
Language, which is to truit in their own ſtrength, 

| all 
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and to praiſe theit Idols, to be ignorant ofthe true 
God and proſecute his ery ſo thar the true 
Language, which is call'd the Language of Canaar 


even of heavenly Canaan, or Feruſalem from above, 


(which as I have ſhewed before) is the life of faith; 
the Language of a living faith is to deny our ſelves 
and truſt in Jeſus, ro: worſhip God in ſpirit and 
truth, to live in the power of Godlineſs, and to be 
ſeparate from all Forms of Religion. 

Verſe 2. Tudah was his Sanftuary and 1ſracl his do- 
2mmon; They whom God hath redeemed from fin, 
are his high and holy place, for they are ofa broken 
and contrite heart ; he delights to dwell in them , 
yea he raigns in them, and they delight to dohis 
will. | 

Verſe ;. The Sea ſaw it and fled, Fordan was dri- 
ven back ; By Sea and great Rivers and Flouds and 
Waves isalways figured, fin or finfhl men, ſo that 
hereby is ſhewed , that by the preſence and domi- 
nien of God in the Soul, ſin is put to flight,and by 
nothing elle. 

Verſe 4. The monntains shipped like Rams, andthe 
little Hills like Lambs ; By Mountains and Hills is 
figured , mans high thoughts of his goodneis and 


holineſs, or his confidence in his own wiſdom and 


righteouſneſs; all which fl.es away at the preſence 
of God ; as is ſhewed in the three next verſes; of 
whom he 'aith, 

Verſ: 8. Which turxeth the Rock.into a ſtanding wa- 
ter, the flint into 4 fountain of waters;, By Rock and 
Flint is figured mans heart iwrdr-d by fin ; and by 
Warer and F-untair's i3 ſignified fruitfulnets; fo 
thac here is ſhewed, that as God only droves away 
all ſin,ſo he alone makes man fruitful in all the ways 
of righteouſneſs. F-ſ«l. 
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' Pfal.. $16: Verſe 3. T love the Lord becauſe be 
beard my voige and my prayers; Here isthe firſt riſe 
of mans laye to God ;, the ſnares of death compaſſed 
me, the pains of Hell got hold upon me. By the {nares 
of death is to be underſtood, when man is ſenſible 
of his loſt condition by nature, that: he is altoge- 
ther dead in fin, and therefore is as unable to do 
any righteouſneſs, as the. dead Corps is to do: the 
works of a living man ;, andby the pains of Hell is 
ſgnified..the wrath of God; and from mans ſence 
ltheſe two. is the firſt riſe of true and unfeign- 
edPrayer; as he ſaith, F 

Verſe 4: Then called 1 upon the ame of the Lord; 
O Lord I beſeech thee deliver my Soul : This ſhews, 
that a true Chriſtian prays only for things pertai- 
ning to the Soul; for as to things belonging to 
the.body, he faith only, Thy will be done; havifg 
learned to want, or to abound , and inevery eſtate 
to be content; and when God hath ſhewed mercy 
unto him, then he faith, 

Verſe 5,& 8. Return unto thy reſt O my ſoul, for 
God hath dealt bountifully with thye ;, for thou haſt de- 
livered my Soul from death, my eves from tears, my feet 
{rom falling. Heres the Souls perfect reſt, to ceaſe 
from all things to the praiſes ofGod,to acknowledg 
that he hath done all things for him, he hath quick- 
ned him that was dcad in ſin, he hath comforted 
him that was in ſorrow and affliction becauſe of ſin, 
and hath given his Holy {ſpirit to guide him that he 
fall not into the ways of wickedneſs anv more. 

Hence he profeſſeth to walk before the Lord , 
(which is having God always in remembrance) in 

' the Land of the Living, (which is by Faith in Je- 
ſus) and to take the cup- of Salvation Ay to 
Believe 
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Believe in Jeſus) and to pay his vows, (which is to 
Praiſe him alone, and acknowledy that he alone . 
hath. done all that was needful for his Soul) and 
all this he will do in the preſence of all his people, 
in the Courts of the Lords houſe, in the midſt of 
thee O 7ern/alem.) All which three fignifie only 
to do all by faith in Jeſus, forell his people live by 
faith, and alſo worſhip God by faith ; to wit, give 
themſelves body,ſoul and ſpirit.,a ſacrifice unto him 
this is the Courts ofthe Lords Houſe to them, 
where Saccifices are tobe cffered, and by Faith. 
they live in that Fer#/alcm: that comes from above; 
and have fellowſhip with God the Father;and with: 
Our Lord Jeſus , and with the Saints in light: --_ 

P/ſal. 118. Verſe 10,11,12, There the Pſalmiſf 
ſaying, all Nations have compaſſed me about, is a Fi- 
gure of ſin encompaſling the Soul abour, and in the 
13th. Verſe, he faith, Thow haſt thruſt ſore at me that 
F might fall; meaning, Satan with his-many temp- 
tations; and therefore he ſaith, 71n the name of the 
Lord ſhall T deſtroy them, for by him alone 35 the wittory 
over Satan and Sin. Soin the 15th. & 16th. Ver= 
ſes, by the right hand of the Lord is ſtill figured 
his free grace, or the miniſtry of the Goſpel, that 
brings glad Tidings of Salvation to mens Souls. 

In the, g th. and 20 th. By Gates of the Lord,un- 
derſtand, this work of the Lord to deſtroy his Ene- 
mies, and deliver his Soul by his free Grace, to cha- 
ſten-him, but not to give him to death ; which 1s$ 
the gate of the Lord, whereby all his people enter. 
to live- with him by Faith. And that he fings of 
theſe things he ſhews in the latter part of the 
Palm, praiſing God becauſe heis become our Sa- 
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Prrſe2.1. to Verſe 27. And hath made that ſtone 
which the Builder refuſed the head of the Corner ;, t0 
wit, faith in Jeſus; where by Builders underſtand; 
all falſe Ptophets,, falſe Apoſtles, falſe Teachers, 
whoſoeyer ſet up anything to be needful for mans 
Salvation but Jeſus, or joyn"any thing with him; 
fot theſe build up man in high conceits of Holi- 
neſs ; but Miniſtets of Truth caft down man and 
ll his wiſdom and ways of holineſs whatſoever, 
that he may be built upon the true Corner-ſtone e- 
ven the Lord Jeſus, who is: the only foundation of 
He, for no man can lay any other, for God him- 
ff hath done it, it is his own! work and it is mar- 
yelons in our eies; our wiſdom cannot comprehend 
it, for God hath hid it from the wiſe, bar it is a 
day of joy atid gladneſs to the broken-hearted ſin- 
fer; who then prays to God'ro help ant'proſper 
flizt work, and praiſes his name for Jeſus; and 
through the light that God hath given him, gives up 
Nimſelf, Body, Soul, and Spirit, to be facrificed to 
his Services, Everi'to praiſe him fot ever; as in'all 
the concluſion of the Pſalm. 

Pſal. 119'In this Pſalm it is obſerved that one 
of theſe eight words is in every verſe; The Word, 
#be Law, the Teſtimony, the Decyees, the Statutes, 
the Commanaments, the Precepts, the Fudgwents, By 
the Word underſtand, the Lord Jeſus Clirift, the 
living word, in whom whoſvever Believeth, is 
thade a Son of God ;; By the Law utiderſtand; that 
Law of the Spirit of life in Jeſus, which' makes us 
free fromthe law of fin and death; not the Law of 
the Ten, Commandments, which 1sys every man 
under the curſe ; By Teſtimonies underſtand, the 
teſtimonies which God gave unto Jeſus, that ops 
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bg Son, and that in him atone he is well pleaſed; and 


fleſh and bloud ſh 


' this gives light to 
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this giveth wiſdomTto the ſimple, that every one 
may know, even the moſt fimple , that God is 
pleaſed with Faith in Chriſt and not with the works 
of man; in anyway of Religion or Holineſs what- 
ſoever. Decrees, and Statutes are both one, and 
they are great; She firſt Decree of God is, That 
Wt Inherit the kingdom of God , the 
ſecond is, that all the wiſdom of man ſhall be con- 
founded, and all his righteouſneſs or obedience to 
Gods word is abominabke, becauſe they proceed 
from his carnal mind ; the third is, that his Law 
ſhall make known this ſinful State, and bring eve- 
ry Soul of his Ele&tunder condemnation, curſe and 
death. The fourth is, that Jefus Chriſt ſhall looſe 
thoſe that are brought under curſe by the Law, 
from their captivity to ſin, and from the curle of 
the Law, 'and give' them eternal life onely by free 
Grace. So likewiſe Commandmeats and Precepts 
are both one, and by them underſtand the Com- 
mands that God hath given to all concerning Je- 
ſus, firſt that they ſhall hear him, ſecondly that eve- 
ry one thaz naynes Teſs depart from iniquity ;, and 
the cies of the mind, that every 

Soul may know,, that the true and only obedience 
to God. is, to' hear Jeſus; ro'wit, to believe in 
him for Salvation, that js, for the gift of eternal 
life by free:Grace, and that to believe in any other 
or to joyn their own holineſs or any thing elſe with 
him is miquity. By Judgments underſtang , the 
jadgmentr of the great Whore, As it is called Reve- 
lations the 17th. to wit , Hypocriſie , or mans 
confidence js his own works, which hath made all 
the Kings of the earth drunk with the wine of her 
| | Aa forni- 
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fornications; to.wit, hath bewitched all Sh of 
Religion: to truſt in their own works, and not in; 
the living God ; or to-joyn ſomething with faith 
in Jeſis ; as the Galatians were: bewitched to joyn 
circumciſion and keeping-of the Law. ; and now, 
all Forms are bewitched to-joyn works of merit,., qr 
good" endeavours, great zeal, a 
yenant-keeping, right baptizin 


ight communi- 


wiſdom, or c0- 


cating,; right. ſpeaking and acting, asother Holy-' 


men have done, or the like ; any thing that Jeſus 
may not be all.; and therefore this hypocrifie is: 
calted myſtery, Babylon the great, the mother of 


whoredome,” and of all abominations of the earth 4 


for ſhe; hath been in all Profeſſions: of Religions , 
and'hath corrupted all Adminiſtrations ef God; & 


rherefore that Judgments of God be poured upon. 


the carnal mind, * in which ſhe lives and afts, is to 


, the Servants of God ſweeter than honey,and more. 


to be defired'than much' fine gold. 


'Pſal 120: Verſe 4. Wo us me that I remain in Me- | 


ſheck, and dwell in the Tents of Kedar z This is the 
Complaint of the Soul that. figds. a continual Ri- 
ling of Carnal paſſions , and Lalfful or Earthly ats 
feCtions in his mind, ready to'quench all good.mo-. 
tiohs of the Spirit. 

Pj. 121, Verſe 6. The Sun ſhall not [mitt thee by, 
i; nar the Moon by night ; In this he comforts the 
weak or affited Soul, that nothing ſhall. with- 

ww his mind from God, neither the- glory of the. 

un; nor the- brighrneſi of the Moon ; but the: 
Lord Jeſus ſhall be his everlaſting light, and his 
God his glory. * .. ; 

Pſal. 123. Perſe 4 "Our Souls are exceedingly fl. 
led with contgwpe of "boſe that are at eaſe, and with 
contempt 
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comtempt of the proud; This is of Hyporrites, ' for 
they are ſo proud of their own conceited Holineſs, 
that they live at eaſe incarnal Security, put the evil 
day far off, becauſe they eſteem themſelves the 
only true Saints of God. - 5-1. $03 24's 
-*P/al. 124. Here "David by the 'Rifing of many 
Nations apainſt')/razt, himſelf and his people; and 
the Evrd giving 'them victory] even” when their-E4 
nemtes were in all. outward appearance too ſtrong 
for them,” figires'odt the'miny ſins and/iniquities , 
and ehinirieſtha# riſe 4gamſt the peace of the ſoul 
apainſt which there is no help, but by the- free 
grate of God? 12: eo TAE") | 
«PAL. 126." Ferſ&6. They went forth weepijig, bea- 
1418 precious ſeed;” dowbtleſs they ſhall come again with 
Joy, and bring their ſheaves ; By weeping underſtand 
Sorrow for ſin, by precious Seed (an afflifted Soul, 
or'a broken” heart) "by ſheaves (aſſurance of ever- 
laſting happineſs) " | | 

- -- Pſal. 127. By building a Houſe, watching a ci- 
ty, Tiſlng early and lying downlate, is figured out 
all mans care, diligenceand.pains, about hifown 
ſalvation, it*s Jeſus'that muſt do all ; mans witis 


' hugely employed to bring ſomething of man :jnto 


the buſineſs ; ſothe Spirit of God in his Servants , 


 mever"ceaſed eithet by Parables, Similitudes , or 


'plain'words,' to 'ſet forth the free Grace of God 
in Jeſus doing all for us, and therefore our Saviour 
faith, Search the Scriptures in them ye think, 'to* have 
everlaſting life, and they bear witneſs of me; 'and ye 
will not comt- to'me that ye may have life, whenceT 
Conclude, that'Scripture is not rightly expounded, 
that witneſſeth- nor-every man concluded! under 
fin, that all 'may be Sayed by free:Grace. © | 
JO NET St _ SS 


Jnhe latter part by Ghildren, .aqd the fruit, of 
the womb, is figured. the fruits of tryg Faith which 
work by love , of which all theſe [Teſtimonies are 
fulfilled, for they are the Heritage of the Lord; the 
gift of His free grace,and he is happy. that abounds 
inthem, he ſhall-nort be aſhamed, but ſhall be able 
to relift all the Temptations of His\enemies, even 
the world, the fleſh; and the devil. -But alas, few 
arethey in whoſe Children theſe Teſtimonies-are 
fulfilled, though taken in aliteral ſenſe. .-..; 

' , Pſal. 128. T his Pſalm is wholly..Fypical though 
it ſeem otherwiſe; firſt underſtand , that the fear 
ofthe Lord is the gift of God, for manby nature 
lives in'eareleſs fecurity and forgetfulneſs of (God, 
yea ignorance of God, neither;can be know (God, 
but by the revealing of Jeſus 5, neither can. he at- 
taipthe fear of God , -but it's eigraven in his heart 


by the finger of God in the newCovernant of grace; | 


therefore thou ſhalt eat the Labour of thy bands, ſigni- 
fies; thou ſhalt be f{atisfied with what thou recei- 
veſtfrom the free Grace of God (for the Hand is 
theaeceiver) . Andrby Witeis figured true faith , 
which-abounds always:n fruits, which are figured 


by:Children ; for man and his childrenare of the 


Jame þlond,and fit together at one Table, fed with 
the. ſame food; ſo faith and its; fraitgwerefrom 
 theLove of God and are fed and ftrengthened by 
his mercy ; which is fignified by. thatword, the 
Lotdfball bleſs thee out of Zion; which ſhews, that 
all theſe things are ſpoken of ſpiritual Bleffings 
which' Þelong to the Soul; for by Zz0z is com- 
monly fgnified the Church , to which all ſpiritn+ 
al bleſings delong ; and it is farther confirmed in 
the two laſt vepſes: For by Zeruſalem is meant. that 
Zeruſalem which is from above ; and by 1/rael is 


— 


et * 
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meant the Elect of God, which are the true 7ſra- 
el-ypon whom is the Goodneſs and Peace of God ; 
ſartheearthly Fernſalew and 1/rae! after the fleſh 
are in perpetyal Bondage. 
 Þſal. 12g. Many 4 time have they affiifted me 
frow-wy.yourh; This is Repeated again to ſhew the 
grieveutneſs of the affliction : By //rae! underſtand 
true Chriſt;ans, the true 1/-ae/; but whoare they. 
$bat afift ? thoſe mentioned in the Revelations; 
firſt the Devil that great red Dragon that caſt a 
floud of waters ..out of his mouth , to drown the 
woman and her child, even the-Church of God , 
andall faithandtrath; the ſecond is the Beaſt, e- 
ven the carnal mind ; for the floud that the Dra- 
gon caſt out is Forms of Religion, and the carnal 
mind.is the Earth that ſwallowed it up ; the third 
is:the falſe Prophet, even all Teachers of Formal 
Religion, and the fourth is the great Whore even 
Hypocrifte; for Hypocrites rejoyce in Formal Re- 
ligion, they cannor abide the Truth ; theſe are the 
Perſecutors of the Church, the people of God,and 
would deſtroy them, if God were not on their 
ſide ; for the.Devil transforms himſelf into the 
likeneſs of an Angel of Light, and would deceive 
the Eleft ifit were poſlible ; but that God hafh 
Sealed them in the Hand and in the Forehead : and 


Satan hath made his falſe, Teachers like Miniſters 


of Light, that with cunningly deviſed Fables they 
may deceive the world, and draw all men after 


-them:; Thus the falſe Apoſtles went from the 


Pcotefſars of Truth ; as Paul ſaith, they went out 
from us; but they were not of us ;, and even ſo now 
all Forms of. Religion, have gone out from the 
DoQrine of free Grace; as Papiſts, Epiſcopals , 

| A d 4 | Presby- 
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Prevbyterians, Independants; Anabaptiſts, Quakers, 
for none of them deny but Salvetion is by free grace 
and by faith in Chriſt ;, but as Paul faid, they were 
not of us, for if they bad been of us, doubtleſs they 
would not have gone out from us ; towit, if they 
had been Regenerate, begotten by tne word of 
Truth, Born of the Holy Spirit, and#led by Him 
inall the ways of God, and had the free Grace-and 
Operations of it, and Faith that works by Love 
always in their Souls, they would have ſaid it*s by 
Free Grace alone. and fhonted his Praiſes with us, 
who hath done all for ns, caſting their Crowns to 
the ground, .and crying, the Lamb 1s worthy to re- 
cerve glory and honour, and might and majeſty, and de- 
minion, for by thy bloud we are and were red:emed , but 
alaſs they wanting this inward ornament, this h.d 
man. of the heart, theſe glorious truths which God 
hath Hid from the wiſe and prudent of the world 
this Goſpel which 1s a myſtery *tothem that are 
without, the ejes of whoſe mind the God of this 
world hath blinded , leit the light of the glorions 
Goſpel of Jeſus ſhould ſhine upon them, therefore 
they have invented many ways, and ſtill are inven- 
tung new ways of pire Religion, great Holineſs, 
ſtrong Zeal, to conform tbeir Actions to the rule 
of the Scripture, or to the Atingsof Jeſus,-or his 
Servants, . Holy men of God ; but all' this reforms 
but theoutfide like Herd; therefore are they like 
painted Tombs and whited Sepulchers, full of rot- 
teaneſs and ſtink within, and. the- Lord Jeſus ha- 
ving commanded ns, not to Judg afrer outward 
appearance, but judg righteous judgment, we teſti- 
fie that althat they do, even their very Prayers; 
are adaminable'to the Lord ;-fortheir- ſeed-is like 
: SET Corn 
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Corn ſown on the houſe-tops, whereof the 'majy- 
eror reaper cannot fill his hand, nor the binder -ox 
gleaner his boſom; to wit, no man that-joyng 
with them finds any true ſupport, asa ſtaff to lean 
his hand upon ; that he might ſay as David ſaid 
unto the Lord, thy Rod ans thy Staff they comfort me; 
neither can they find any true comfort, that might 
be as a boſom-friend to truſt to, in any ſtraight.or 
diſtreſs; and while the Servants of God pals by, or, 
look upon their ways, -they pray not that the Lord 
would proſper them therein , but thathe would 
confound their devices, and all their wiſdom, and 
diſcover the-unrighteouſneſs of their Holy things; 
that he would .ſend-a Famine upon them,..not of, 
Bread and Drink, but of Hearing that good word 
of God; that they-might be brought back agatu/; 
naked and Hanger-ſtarved, to beg for mercy and 
free Grace. "BY 

Pſal. 137. In this Pſalm by Babylen and Edom 
are tigured all the wiſdom and righteouſne(s.of man 
for therein is every man of Gcd captivated till the 
Lord deliver him ; and all Hypocrites:whoſe life 
and glory isin their own;ways of Holineſs, they 
are cruel oppxeſſors and perſecurors of the peo- 
ple of God ; $9 by F:ru/alem . is meant the true 1/- 
rael, or: Church of God, to, whom they were 1a 
crue), therefore he prays God to remember their 
cruelry, and þleſſeth him thar deſtroyeth them and 
their Infants. among the ſtones; to wit, he prai- 
Jeth the Lord that confounds them and their devi, 
ces, that he may bring them to ſeek to himin their 
diſtreſs; for the man.of God never praysfor de- 
ſtruttionto his enemies, but ſuch as may bring him 
home toithe Lord, that with him he may.find mer- 
cy and forgiveneſs, P/al, 
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4P/2.' 138. By Kings of the Earth underſtand 
the Redeemed of the Lord; for Jeſus hath made 
them Kings and Prieſts unto their God, for they 
have heard the-words of his mouth ; but Earthly 
Kings have ſhut their-ears to the word of God, and 
deftroy®his Servants that either Preach it or Pro- 
fois'it ; as David teſtifies, Plal. 2. The Kings of the 
Earth ftand up , and the Rulers take Councel together, 
dp airifÞ the Lord and his Anointed. 

- 'Pfal. 139. Verſe 16. Thine etes did ſee me, when 
Iwas without form ; This figures the natural eſtate 
of man ; which isa maſs of ſin, without any form 
of goodneſs; as it is faid , thar the earth was with- 
ont ford void, till the ſpivit of God moved upon 
the waters; therefore he ſaith in continuance, God 
did faſhion all his members when as yet there was 
none. of them ;, -whereby he ſignifieth , that he 
wrought all manner of Righteouſneſs in him, and 
Mthings pertaining to Salvation, when there was 
none inhtm, nor no poſſibility to obtain them, no 
more 'then 4 the Conception to Form its own 
members ;#4 zerefore he ſaith, how dear are thy 
droughts to me O God ? tow great is the Sum' of them? 
Mans heart is not drawn ſo dearly tadove God,and 
reckon vp his great and gracious theughts towards 
him for the Creation of his Body ;Þut.:for the re- 
gemption of his Sonl, making him ofa ſinner a fon 
of God; it's that* that makes. him to.-love God 
with /all+ his Soul, Might and Streng thy for it's 
Gods love to us, that begets our love to him, ad 
Fobe ſaith. | | 

Verſe 19. Oh that 'thou wouldeft ſlay O God the 
wicked and Woudy men, depart ye from me, &6; Here 
by wicked and bloudy*men, is figuredfinful _ 
l F WICKE 
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wicked thougits, whichatiſc in the mind andicon- 
tend againſt God , theſe are-they he wookd have 
to depart from Him; for he hates them with.a-per- 
fect hetred-;.\for which 7eb:alſo abhorred his own 
Soul ; and therefore David. prays, that Gedatould 
faythem ; notito lay men be they never {amwicked, 
but ſin in them, that they might'be.convested unto 
God and Saved, 


Pſal. 141. Verſe 4. The laft Clauſe, Let me wor 
eat of thesr-gelicates;, this 1s, 'to truſt in che works 
of mans Holanefs, for thoſe are the daintydifhes 
that the Hypocrites Souls feeds on , as wne ſaid eo 
me, that to fay Thou,and not. You, tog"man, was 
the life of his Saul. | \ V4, 

Verſe 5. Let the Reoghteons {mite me, that is a he- 
nefit g let him Reprove ae , it ſhall be a precious ol. 
This: is meant, the Righteous God, for. within a 
while, I ſhall even/prayan their miſeries.; to; wit, 
knowing their -miſery by the fight of my own fin 
fulneſs. | nab. 

Vefe 6. . When their Fudges ſhaſl be caſt downan 
Fony places, they ball bear may words for they are ſweet ;, 
He ſpeaks this in the Perſon of. Jeſus ; for when 
they that account themſelves ſo righteous that they 
judge and condemn others, ſhall, be caſt down 
themſelvesz to wit, brought -to the ſenſe of their 
ſins and ſinful: nature; then will hey be glad to 
hear the voiceot Jefus parduning fin, and. fancti- 
fying the Sinner ; giving life to the dead, and- joy 
Ar. living; the words of Jeſus are {weet to ailtti- 

al. | | bo 6 Sto 

Verſe q.-Our bones lie ſcattered at the Graves mouth; 
this is, we are always ſenſible of our finful confditi- 
vo, On 
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ongthat we: are dead iinfins, -as the Corps that's 
readyito-be putin the Grave. - 4 4 91 
Menſioga Keep me'from' the ſnare;\&c. is the fame 
with thacbefore,  Det"we not eat other aelicates,, 
for dainty Diſhes; new-Wines, and pleaſing things 
are. Snaves-and*'Gins :that: catch the Soul, if it be 
\not/preſeryed by. Godi# 3 fo mT | 

Pſal.” 142, 143, 144- In all theſe the P/almiſt ſets 
forth-his Complaints and perplexity,or heavy trou- 
ble -of {ils Soul, :becaute' of fin; that - heffound.no 
help-froin man, butitaund great mercy with God 
ſo:thatby:all his enemies is to beamderſtood, his 
Souls:enemies,, Satan and. his Inſtruments ; by great 
waters :aundecitand always manifold Euſtings of the 
fleſh, by ſtrangers, ſuddain paſſions, by themof the 
righthand, falſe-Profeſfors of* the Goſpel z, when 
he: praysfor -Bleſlings, underſtand fpiritual Ble- 
ſings;; even the.grace of God, land: the frujts.of the 
Spiricz ;:Although temporal Bleſſings be. expreſs: 
that2sbut a:ſigure, that: upon everpiglory may be 
a defence,- for the ſpiritual are figured by them; 
for ſpiritual.Bleſſings:make'men happy and bleſſed; 
but-temporal-Riches ave often: Snares: and Temp, 
tations. :. im 3 Hy 21 ft * | 
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all, az, concerning the Temporal State of man 
that uponevery glory there may be adefence, 2s 


Heaven 


= Prophet faith; for the myſteries of the kingdom of 
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Heaven are hid from the wiſt and pr udent of the world,” 
ag'our Saviour faith, and-only revealed to his:peo-: 
ple by his Holy Spirit ;.yea>the.God of this world 
hath blinded: the'eies-of them that are withouc;teaſt 
the Lizht of the glorious Gofpel-of Jefus,-fhould: 
ſhine vpon 'them 3; and: here 1s'the hidingof this 
Myſtery, ; that-:ſuch a-man as Solomon beloved of 
God, and:endowed: with wiſdom .by God himſelf, 
ſhould exerciſe his wiſdom in earthly things, -and: 
take ſuch care to-inſtruft men-in them :;therefore” 
they Conclude, that it is divine wiſdom andGod?s 
Will, that. his people ſpend their time: ahd care” 
about earthly things, .but our Saviour teacheth us 
the: contrary, that - we take no care even for neceſſa» 
ries, as meat, drink andcloathing, no not for to marrow. 
On the other Hand again Paul faith, he that pro- 
vides not for his Family ts worſe: than an Infidel. 
Therefore here is the Life of-Faith, and guidance 
of Gods Holy Spirit, that'man'be diligent in all 
things belonging to this preſent life, and yet his 
heart not fet.upon them, as David teacheth, and 


| this reconciles all theſe Inſtrutions : But he that 


Reads the Proverbs, if he will by wiſdom under- 
ſtand Chriſt, who is the wiſdom of God unto Sal- 
vation, ..it will ſet his mind to ſeek another riches, 
and not-the riches of this world; and if by the 
Whore, he underſtands hypocrifie, whereby man 
Proteſleth Religion aud Service of God, (bur in his 
beart loves the world, he may ſee how many 
ways mans mind is allured unto-the world,and how 
wilingly he follows it rather than God ; and if by 
a..wiſe man he, underſtand a Believer, and by a 
iool. an Unbeliever, and by the envious-a Forma- 
Jilt, and þy riches the fruit of tte Spirit, he —_ 


Iigd Solow opening hismouth in Parables, and ut< 
teving;his dark ſpeeches, as' Duvid did on his Harps" 
"6 5: + BQOCLES®*.* FR | 
But in:his Second'Book who will-underftand him 
to ſpeak of carthly-wifdom ? for he makes himſelf 
a Preacher '( as the word Eceleſiaftes.figmifieth:Yand 
plainly: teſtifies, that the world 'and all that is'in 
it, and: all mans wiſdony: and! care about it, is no- 
thiag_ but vanity and vexation of Spirit, unto4 
man of God, a Believing Soul, wherein he opens 
at latge the various courſes of men inthe World, 
voyd-of the fear of God; and*how fooliſh an 
wicked” they are, and ſhews- that men ſhew them- 
ſelyes therein voyd of reaſon, and confeſſeth that 
bin{elf hath gone beyond them all in earrhly De- 
HENS, and fleſhly pleaſures, and fo toſpeak all out 
of his own experience, which-is the part of a Prez- 
cher, and to confeſs himfelf the chicfeſt of finners, 
is the part of 2" Chriſtian, as Pas! teacheth ; and 
then-he concludes, that the whole Daty of mas; 
is ro fear God and keep his Commandments; And this 
ts-another ſhadowto hide - the glorious myſtery of | 
Trath frons the wiſe ebthe Workd {for now thinks 
m=a that the is ſent back.to Aſoſes, to 'the Ten 
Commandments, that Law' that faith, Do this and | 
hve; not underſtanding, that the work of that 
Law is wrought when, man is become ſenfible of 
his ſ0,--and he and all-his ways are condemned of 
ſollyand vanity, fogiby the Law isthe* knowled? 
\ ef fin, and whoſoeveras'of the works of the Law, 
ts-under the Curſe ; But now wheti he ſaith , the 
whole/Duty of man Fs ro fear God ana heep bis Com 
manaments,he ſpeaks' of thoſe Commandments 
whereof Pax! ſaith, 'the days of that Ignorance — 
winked | 
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winked at, but now hath he commanded all to beliee® 


 andxobey the Goſpel ; Theſe are the Commands of 


God, after that Chriſt is niznifeſted; the Father 
carries not man back to Aoſes,. nor yet bids hiny 
Hear Fehr Baptiſt, nor any other ; but-calls:upon 
all from Heaven and Commands others to hear his: 
Son, and this is the work of God, to-Believe in the 
Son, for they that believe in him,. are paſſed from 
Death to Life, and ſhall not come uhder Corttem- 
nation ; but they that believe: not , are condem- 
ned already, becalffe they Believe not the Record 
of God concerning his Son.0! Therefore God in 
metcy drives not man back tv Mo/es,, but when 
man ſees his fin by the Law, he draws him-to-Chriſt 
through whom ſin is pardoned, and the Soul fancti- 
fied ;-. Therefore the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſaith, 
Te are not come tothe Aſount, that. nwght not be tourh- 
ed, nor to burning firs, blaokneſs, darkneſs,and rempeſt, 
&0. which is as much as it ke had faid, ye are not 
cometo the Law of judgment ; for ſo was thatLaw 
delivered; but ye are come to'Mount $507, the Ci- 
ty of the Living God, the Heavenly Jer»ſalew , 
&c. and to Jeſus the Mediatour of the New-Tefta- 
ment, and to: the Blond! that ſpeaketh berter 
things than that of Abet; to wit, ye are come tothe 
Tar of the Spirit of Life in Jeſus, that frees from the 
Lat of ſm and death- 

Now when» Solozzon had brought man to his 
whole Duty, even to believe wholly in Chriſt, 
then is he altogerher Divine, for then there Te- 
mams-nothing but the delight that the Bridegroom 
and the Bride, to wit, Jeſus and the Believer have 
one in}. the. other 3 for Jeſus ſaith, He that” Be 
lieves in mey 1 and the Father will come down and wi- 


ſult 
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ſup with him, and-dwell with bim ;, and the Lord faith 
by. Hoſea, 1 will betroth:thee to my ſelf in faithfulneſs, 


&c. :$otherxe- is the Soul; like the New-married 
Spouſe, : taken up with great delight in Chriſt her 
Well-beloved, for whom ſhe. hath-caſt away all 


things i that before. ſhe counted gain unto her ' 


Soul ;; as Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, Zeal, and the 
like; and now accounts thems loſs and dung,(as it was 
with'Paul) and Jeſus is ſo delighted in his Spouſe, 
the Converted Sinner, that he calls all his neigh- 
bours:to rejoyce with him, as th&woman did when 
ſhe had found her loſt groat ; for there is joy with 
the Angels in Heaven , and Saints on earth, at the 
Converſiog:of a Sinner : Let us hear then their 
Communion : the Bride begins, 

my BANTICL'E S. 

-. Chap 1. Verſe 1. Let him kiſs me with the kiſſes of 
birmouth, for thy. Love' is better than wine; Here 1s 
| thedeſire of the Soul to receive .the ſweet breath, 
even the Spirit of Chriſt ; (this is the kiſſes of his 
mouth) and to give out her breath, even her weak- 
peſs to. him, that he'maybear all- her inficmities.; 
(this 18 alſo the kiſſes 0 
better than wine : Now ſhe turns to him and tells 
him, how her heart ſtands aftetted towards him ; 
before. ſhe delighied:in the comforts that others 
are delighted in; to Hear them that Preached of 
New wines, and-pleaſant things; now nothing 
ſo pleaſant to her as: the Love of Chriſt, by his 
Crols to Crucifie the fleſh, and mortifie the world- 
Iy-mind; as a: Loving Father Corredts. the child, 
{0 ſhe finds it's his great love , whereby he weans 


her affections fromthe world , fo the Love of him- 


ſelf. 
Verſe 


is mouth) far thy Loves | 
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Perſe 2. Becauſe of the ſavour of thy good Oynt« 
ments, thy name 1s as oynutment poured forth, there- 
for: do the Virgins love thee, The good Oyntments 
of Jeſus are Graces or Fruits of the Spirit, which 
ſotten the ſtony heart, looſen the benumn'd limbs 
and joynts, ſo that they make a free and a willing 
people , for its theday of Gods power , for he 1s 
the Morning-ſtar and dawning of the day td man ; 
that hath ſat in dark; ſs, in the Region and ſhadow of 
death, and he 15 th: p wr of Cod; | herefore do vir- 
gins love him, and they are call?d virgins that are 
weaned from the woild and all it*s follies and vani- 
ties, whatever they are 2mongſt men in the world 
and now love they Jeſus, becauſe his name is as 
Ovntment poured forth, the Name of our Saviour - 
gives afragrant imell to broken-hearted and con- 
trite Sinners, 1t?*s great comfort to them that have 
found themſelves dead infins, and through fin un- 
der the wrath and curſe of God by the Law, and 
no helper amongſt men, no power nor wiſdom ſuf- 
hcient for it, it makes them leap for joy to hear of 
a Saviour, and daunce iq the praiſes of God, as 
_ did before the Arle God, a Figure of Je- 
us. 

Verſe 3.' Draw me we will run after thee, the King 
bath -rought me into bis chamber, we will rejoyce and 
be plad inthee, we wi!l remember thy love more than 
wine ;, the Righteous do love thee., Here is firſt the 
continual Prayer of the Spouſe of Thriſt his church, 
every believing Soul cryes draw me, where is-a CON- 
feſſion of her own diſability of her ſelf to any good; 
her ſlowneſs, her many hindrances and Pul-backs, 
by 1/« calPd duſt, ſhake thee from thy duſt and thaits, 
ſhake off thy chains O captive daughter of Sion ,, the 

B b Anoſtle 
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Apoſtle callsthe clog that cleaves ſo faſt to; there- 
fore ſhe prays for the conſtraining power of Chriſt, 
even his Love to draw her into his. Love, as the 
Divine faith; Herein is Love, not that we loved him, 
but that he loved us firſt. 

Secondly, here is the Effet of this draught of 
Love; we will run after thee; where ſhe ſhews 
the mijghry operation of his Grace, as our Saviour 
did to Fohx's Diſciples , when they came from 
Fobnto ask him , Art thou the Chrift ? he ſaith, Go 
rell Fohn what ye bave ſeen, the blind ſee, the deaf 
hear, the lame walk_,, the dead are raiſed, andthe 
pcor receive the Goſpel. They will run after Jeſus 
for whom he hath done theſe things ; they run with 
a willing mind, as Mary Magdalen did, out of 
whom Jeſus had caft ſeven Devils, even Luſt, and 
Pride, and Covetouſneſs, and Envy, and Malice, 
and Blindneſs, and Deafneſs, and Deadneſs and 
Lameneſs,” ſeven Devils, -Ohſeven great Devils! 
then ſke runs, and ſeeks, and kiſſes, and weeps, 
and breaks ther' Alabaſter Box of Oyntment yery 
coſtly; upon the Head of Jeſus, toanoint his Bo- 
dy-to the burial, that Wpugh his body be dead, 
and taken out of our ſight, the fragrant" ſmel) of 
his;/Name may fill all the Houſe of God, even the 
Souls of his converted ones with joy and gladneſs 
in believing. Then ſhe teſtifies his love to her, 
The King hath brought me into his Chambers; as 2 
man that hath built a new gallant Houſe, brings 
them he would ſhew his reipe& unto; and ſhews 
them all his Rooms : The Chamhers of: Jeſus his 
Houſe are free Grace, Joving kindneſs of God to 
man,tender Mercies,multitude of Compaſſions,C&c. 


whercin.the multitude of mans fins ac A * 
an 


PH w 


s ww r= Wi WT _ _0A- nd ma7cE) 


; 


Difficult Texts in Canticles; 355 
and he is received to live in Jeſus by Faith, to have 
communion and fellowſhip with God the Father, 
and with Chriſt his Lord and Saviour, and with all 
the Saints of God, therefore are they filled with 
joy and gladzeſs,and remember his love more than 
wine, to wit, more than that old Doctrine, which 
made their hearts chearful, .when thky lived under 
deluſions, and choſe Teachers to themſelves, that 
preached of new wines and pleaſant things ; for 
the believing ſoul, as ſhe rejoycecth in the DoCtrine 
of Truth, ſo ſhe js ever fill?d , yea over-filld 
with joy, that ſhe js freed from that falſe deluding 
and captivating Doctrine of mans Wiſdom, ſhe 
is eſGaped as a Bird ont of the net of the fowler ; 
ſo then ſhe adds, the rigbreons do love thee; there- 
by ſeparating the man of God , even the loſt 
ſoul, to whom the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus is 
imputed, fromthe Hypocrite that glories. in his 
own Righteouſneſs; for theſe always hate the 
wont Telus bitterly,-as the Scribes and Phariſees 
IU» 

Verſe 4. 1 am black, O Daughters of Teruſalem, 
but comely as the Tents of r, the Curtains of Solg- 
mon, Here the Spouſe directs her Speech to the 
Daughters of Fer#/alem, that is, from below, even 
all the profeſſors of formal Religion,who are beau- 
tifying themſelves , and eſteem themſelves bean- 
tiful, to wit , holy , religious and zealous ; and 
ſhe yields ſhe is black in their fight, but comely 
and delightful in the fight of God, as the Tents of 
Kedar, and Curtains of Solomon, to wit, thoſe that 
have eſcaped the wickedneſs that is in the world 
through Luſt, and dwell in Tents like pilgrims, 
ſtrangers that have no abiding place on the earch, 
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but remove their Tents from place to place, feek- 
ing for a City and habitation , whole founder and | 
builder'is God , or like the Curtains of So/omen, Ch 
thoſe coverings whereunder the Lord Jeſus gives 


his Love to his Spouſe, hid from ell the wite ad hy 
prudent of the world. yn 
£1 


Verſe 5. Regard me not, becauſe: ] am black ;, for 
the Sun hath locked upon me, the ſons of wy Mohr fee: 
were argry with me, they wade me keeprr of the V mne- 


yards, 1 k:pt not my own Vineyard. Here the Chri- by 
ſtian Soul perſwades theſe holy ſeeming ones not to we” 
be offended av her ſinfulneſsand weakneſs, it's be- | ip 
cauſe the Lord Jeſus the Son of righteouſneſs hath the. 
Jocked upon her, whereby ſhe holds forth mFhty oa 


D &rines, 1. That they that look upon the Lord | 
Jeius, they ſtrive to be holy as he; but 2. They... | Pa"! 
upon whom he looks. are poſſeſt with the ſence of 


their own fin and weakneſs, they fird themſelves | ©*2© 
not ſufficient for one good thought, they abhor | © ut] 
themſelves in aſhes; therefore are the ſons of her | ©'E 
Mother angry at her, and tell her 'the muſt watch, wy 


and take care of her own Soul and the Souls of 0- ſelf 
thers, giving them goodggxamples and good iuſtru- _—_ 
Etions, &c. but ſhe weeps, and forrows, and con- 
teſſes ſhe cannot do the good that ſhe would for | 
her own Soul. 3 cealy 
' Verſe 6. Tell me, © thou whcm my Soul loveth, where | all 4 
thou fecdeft. where thou makeſt 10 reſt. at noon ;, for 
why ſhouls 1 be as one that turneth aſide to the flocks of his 
thy Compantons? Here the Spoule turneth to her Ver 
Beloved again, enquiring how and where he feeds ws 
his flocks, and gives. them reſt ; for: herein lies | thy K 
the Myſtery of all Godlineſs, that the believing 7 
Soul have no commutiion with all or any other h 
| | . flocks, tne fa 
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flocks, though they profeſs to be companions of 
Chriſt, and walkin his way, for rhey are of, God, 
but theſe of the world ; yet. all profeſs works of 
Tizoteouſneſs and faith in Jeſus, prayer, praiſes, 
ard all things alike: therefore the Spoule cries, 
Shew me, O theu whom my Seoul loveth, where thous 
feedeſ? thine, and make'!t them re(t at nzon. My food, 
{faith Jeſas, 7s to ds the will of God: this 1s the true 
worſhip of God ; for his will is our ſanctification, 
bur rhe Houſe of Fu44h wonld do his will in wor- 
ſhiping at F*ruſal-m, and the Houſe of 1/rael in 
the Moun. of Stmaria; but they, iaith Jeſus, that 
worſhip God, ſhall worſhip him in neither ;. for 
thoſe are not his Flocks, but the Flocks of his com» 
panioiis, and fo areall our worſhipers in our ſeve- 
ral Forms, how 'zezlons foever they be; but the 
true worſhippers ſhall worſhip God in ſpirit and 
truth; for Jeſus, who is the trath and fulneſs of 
time, is come to their ſouls, and the. Father hath gi- 
ven them to beljeve in him. | 

And as Jeſus isthe food of the foul , *as he him» 
ſelf declares plainly, .70bz 6. ſo Faith in him, is 
the true reſt, as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews argues 
clearly,” Chap. 4. for by Faith in Chriſt mans Heart 
ceafeth from all carnal luſting'after all the profits 


. oripleafares that. the earth can afford, and from all 


carnal confidence in his own wiſdom, righteout- 
neſs'or- zeal, or whatever might any ways avail to 
his ſouls ſalvation. 2 My vi 
Verſe 7. If thou know net, O thou faireſt amore jt 
worer, po forth by the ſieps of the flock, and feed 
thy Kids by the Shepherds Tents. Here the Lord Je- 
lus anſwers to his Spoule, wiom , firſt, he calls 
tae faireſt among women; whence is mavife!t, 
Bb 3 1 te 
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The firſt Beauty of a Chriſtian is to be weaned or 
withdrawn from all the ways of mans Wiſdom and 
Holineſs, . to (eek unto Jeſus only for Life and 
Peace. , 
. Secondly, The Lord teaches her to go after the 
ſteps of the Flock ;' whence is teſtified, that though 
the ſervants of God arecxcrciſed divers Ways 10 
the fight' of men, as, Abraham in offering his ſon, 
Iſaac mn having two fons twins, of contrary na- 
ure, 'Facob in ſerving Zaban tor wives and wealth, 
. Moſes in prevailing againſt Pharaoh, David in 0- 
vercoming Goltah,, Fonathan in deſtroying the Phi. 
ti/tims, and the lixe. yet will it not avail any foul 


fo do like to theſe or any of theſe; but the work | 


of God in the. hearts and inward parts of thele 


and all the ſervants of God, (is all alike ; to wit," 


regenerationof the ſoul, pardon of fin, 'mortifi- 
cation of the fleſh , ſanctification of -puidance of 


the Spirit, in which ſteps all muſt go that come to | 
life; for this is that new way wherein no, unclean | 
thing ſhalf come ; and here muſk.the Kids of God |. - 


be fed; for here. do the, ſhepherds pitch. their 
| Tents, te wit, the'true Miniſters of God. preach 
nothing elſe ; though for this they are fo periecu- 
ted of r men , that they are ready to flee ſranpone 
Place to another, that they may teach to a the 
true 1/rac{ of God. 
 Verſe8. I haye compared thee, O my Love, to the 
To: P of Horſes in the Chariots of Pharaoh. Ql 
gl>rious Compaiiſon. See the: mighty power of 
trye Chriſtianity chiefly in the newly converted 
Giriſtian, able to bring in the Heatheniſh mind, 
and to bow down the necks of the ſtatelieit Kings, 
as a whole Troop of Horles to draw Pharaoh's 
Ehariot, * ' Vaſ 


—_— 
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Verſe g. Thy Checks are comely with Rows of 
Stozes, and thy Neck, with Chains; Thus are the 
Cheeks of Chriftians ({ who bluſh and are aſhamed 
of their ſins) beaurified with the conſolations of 
Gods Spirit, as with precious Stones, and the 
Neck ( that hath been bowed under the ſlavery 
of Satan ) adorned with the ſtrength of Chriſt, 
as with Chains of Gold. 


Verſe 10. We will make thee Borders of Gold, with 
Studs of Silver. Thus will God ſtrengthen the 


'Soul that truſts in him ; for he ſhall be kept by the 
"power of God through Faith unto ſalvation. 


Verſe 11. Whilſt the King was at his repaſt, my Spib- 
nard gave the ſnell thereof. Thus the Spouſe declares 


| the Comforts ſhe receives from Jeſus her Lord 


and King, whoſe Repaſt is to-convert and com- 
fort the Souls of them that truſt in him, which 


cauſes them to ſend out a- fragrant ſmell to 0- 


ters. | 
V. 12. My. well Beloved is a Bundle of Myrrhe un- 


| to me , he ſhall lie between my Breaſts, © Thus the 


Spouſe further ſets. forth what Jeſus is. unto her, 


.eyen as Myrrhe, whereby dead bodies are embalm- 
ed, that they are. turned to Mummy, a long 


laſting ſubſtance ; ſo -ſhe being a ſinner, dead in 
fins, is turned by her well beloved Jeſus into a 
Cariſtian, that ſhall live with him for ever ; there- 


fore he ſhall lie between her Breaſts, none other 
ſhall have her Love ; he aloneſſhall be her Spoule, 


and give her power to bring foith. 


Verſe 13. And he ſhall be unto her as a CluSer of 
Camphire sn the Vines of Engezt;, that as Camphir 
is ſoon ſet on fire, ſo is her Soul enflamed with his 
AP Bb4 Love 
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Love, while he comfer:s her Soul that is ſick of. | 


Love, with flagons of Wi1e, 

V. 14.My 1 ove,ehold thou art fair lechold thou art 
fair, thireey's are like the Doves ; Hcre is the ſe- 
cond Commendatiou of the Beauty of the Spoule, | 
and therefore it isdovbled, in that ſhe gives up 
her ſelf wholly to him, forſakes all other, & cleaves 
to him alone; and the Soul doth this that re- 
ceives the Do:trine of free Grace, and abhors all 
conditional Doctrine whatloe.er; then is her 

- Eyes like the Doves, full fixt in fmplicity , not 
to have comiort jn any*others, but to be abſolute 
true as the Turtle to her Vate. 

Verſ. 14, & 16: My well Beloved, 'eho!d thon art 
fair und pleaſant, alſo our Bed #4 green : The Beam 
of our Houſe Cedars , "our Rafters Fir. Thus 18 
the third Commendation of- the Beauty of the 
Spouſe; that ſhe uſeth no H«pocriſie, but abſo- 
Iuie Simplicity ; therefore is ſhe -al!o- pleaſant im | 
the eyes of her Lord Jelus. aid therefore he tells 
her thar 'their Bed" js 'preen, to wit, full of -moy- 
ſtare 'rending to fruicfolne!s and trieir Houfe 
builded -of ſtrong and pleaſant Timber, that fo 
they maycontinue in that fru:rful-confditjon with- 
out fail; for all is grounded upon the free Grace 


—_ 


and vnchangeable Love of God. - 


Chap 2.' V:rſe 1. T am the Roſe of 'the field, the 1 


Lily of the v.ll:y, Here Jetus maketh»our his goods 
nels anG beauty to his Sponie; as in the Gofpel he 


faith, .1 as the Life, the Light, the Truth, &c. | 


Which when the Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites 
heard, they ſaid , Thou beareſt record of thy felfy 
thy reeara is rot true;, but when he opens the carx, 
Lica the Soul believes, and the beligver hears, ps 
125 galy 
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only Jeſus, but the Fatheralſo, and fo receiverha 
twofold record. both Jeſus and the Father ; as he 
ſaith, He that hearth me, kheareth him1hit ſont me'; 
and he that rec:uveth me, recerveth him that ſent me; 
and th15 mai.es the ſou] ro lovehim alone ; for this 
is that (ecrer, bur-powerful Command upon every 
foul that nameth Jeſus, to depart from iniquity: 
therefore he taith, | 

Verſe 2, Like the Lily among Thorns, ſo is my 
Love among the Daughters : Wiere Jelus accepreth 
and magnifieth his Spouſe, ſhe is become like him, 
he is a Lily, fo is ſhe; asitis written, He that ſan- 
"AGificth, and they that are ſartlified are all one ;, but 


alas all others.aze thorns ſtill, ſeeing they tee and 
-Perceive notz-tearing, they hear, and underſtand 


not ; but gloriqus is (he that is a Lily among thorns, 
that ſhines as a-Light in the midſt of a crooked 
and perverle generation, - Cat ts 


— Verſe 3. Like the \pple-tree among the trees of the 


*Foreſt, fo is my beloved among the ſons of men, under 
his ſhadow had 1 delight, and his fruit was ſweet unto 
my mouth'; Here the Spoute commends the Lord 


' Felus by -way of: compariſon to all che Suns of men, 
thereby ſhe includeth all other means of ſalvation. 
He is like-the Appletree, the ſhadow whereof is 


delightful, and the fruit pleaſant ; all other things 


Fre but like trees -of the foreſt, which with the 


wind make a great roaring din, as men that brag 
and boaſt of the Law and the righteouſneſs there- 
of , ſpraking great ſwelling words of vanity, {peak- 
ing what they know not, and affirming what they 
underſtand not , but their fruit is nothing but as 
ſome Crabs and Maſt for ſwine. | 
Verſe 4. He brouzht me into his wine-cellar, & hrs 
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 Keshis kindneſs to her, to give her plenty of wine, 
"that ſhe might be chearful, and doall witha willing 
miad ; that the requirings of God might not be a 
burden, as it was to //-ael after the fleſh, to whom 
he threatned by the Prophet;that they which called 
it'a Burden,ſhonld be.cut off from his people ; and 
further his Banner ever her was Love ;. towit, his 
\Enſign, which ſhe ſhould follow to battel, to wit, 
his Love drew out her ſoul into love of him, as to 
fight the good fight of Faith againft all the princt- 
-Palities and powers of darkneſs, & c. 

Verſes. Stay me with Flagons, comfort me with 


"Apples; for. I am ſuck, of Love, Here the :Spoule, 
Poke for the continuance of his Loye. T he be-: 
ieving Soul 1s like a bungry ſtomack, which 1s 6- 


'Vercraving, The more dainty meat is of eaſie dt- 
geſtion ; and then the ſtqmack craves again, *n9ft 
-beeauſe it will faint if it.be not ſupplied ; for the 
food is of ſucha ſatisfying nature, that it enables 
to walk torty days and forty nights, but for that 4t 
likes it ſo well, that it can Tteliſh nootber, | 
, Berſe6. His left hand is under my head , and ys 
.rioly. hand doth embrace me. Thus againſlie declares 
t0'other$his great Love, that he puts forth all his 
power, exerciſeth both his-hands, 'the one to ſup- 
port her that ſhe faint not, and the 'other to maſt 
out his Love unto her with continual Com- 
forts; <B ; 
-.. Verſe 7. Tcharge you, O Daughters of Fernſalem, 
bythe Roes and by the Hinds of the field, that ye ſtir 
not up, nor waken my Beloved, until ſhe pleaſe : Here 
the Lord Jeius charges all the daughters of Feruſa- 
4:wthat is below, that is; all carnal profeſſors, to 
| ſufter 


over me was Love. Thus ſhe further teſti- | 
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ſuffer his Spoule, his Caurtho, live by Faith, al= \ 
though they count her ſleepy and careleſs, -its her , 
true reſt in the baſom of her beloved, whereby ſhe , #" 
is withdrawn from all incumbrances, to lie at peace EF 
with her beloved. 

Verſe 8. It ts the voice of my beloved, behold he 
cometh leaping over the mountains, and skipping over 
the hills. Thus the Chriſtian ſoul quickly dilcerns 
the voyce of Jeſus; though many falſe Chriſts and 
falſe Prophets'ceme, they caunot be deceived, for 
they are his ſheep, and he hath marked them in 
the hand, and in the forehead, that Satan cannot 
deceive them ; and then the Spouſe declares where- 
in he differs fromothers; he comes leaping over 
mountains and hills; other flatterers come in a 
ſmooth way, but he hath mountains and hills to 
leap over, multitude of fins to forgive, great 
failings to paſs by, many backſlidings to heal free- 
ly, before he come at.me poor ſinner, faith the 
Spouſe. _ . 
 V.'g. Mymell Beloved is like a Roe or a young Hart, 
lo, he ſlandeth, behind our wall, looking forth of the 
windows, ſhewing himſelf through the grates. Here 
ſhe goes on ſhewing of. what nature the appearance 
of Jefus is,, like that which. is little or young, like 
a Babe in'a manger, or the ſmalleſt ſeed ſown in 
the garden, we ſee him as it were behind a wall, 
through windows. or grates, much doubting whe- 
ther he be Chriſt or'a Deceiver of the people z 
our ſtrong Religion and holy ways area thick wall 
to hinder us , when we cannot fee him unleſs 'we 
be ſtript: of all, the unrighteouſnefs of our holy 
things diſcovered, that there?s nothing left us but 
fin and ſhame, O happy window or grate, ”_ 
ThEN 


Cy 


Then'we may e 
; through ! 

Perſe 10. My wilt beloved ſpake, and ſaid, Ariſe 
my Love, my fair one, and come away. Here is the 
day of Love, as it is ſaid in Ezek. when the Soul is 
caſt ont unto ſhame and deſtruction, then its the 
day of Jeſus ; then he faith to it, Live; then he 


calls it away from de:th and darkneſs to the life and 


Iiberty of 'the Sons of God. 

Yer. 11, 12. For behold Winter is paſt, the Rain is 
changed, and is gone away, the flowers appe x in the 
earth, "41d the time of the ſinging of birds is come, and 
the voyce of the Turtle i; heard in our Lad. Here 


is the unregenerate eſtate compared to Winter. 


and ſtormy Rain; and the eſtate of Chriſtianity 
or Regeneration, tothe Spring, which yields þlea- 
fant ſhowers, which-caufes flowers to ſpring, and 
birds to fing, and the Tuartleto be heard; fo that 
the firſt is-an eſtate of ignorance, and darkneſs, 
and barrenneſs, and deadneſs, a ſad and ſtormy 
winter, wherein is all rioting, and pride, and co- 
vetouſneſs , and*envy”; 'the works of * Satan from 
the children of the Devil; the latter is the Lord 
Jeſus, giving lite, light, grace, truth, Tove, joy, 
peace to the Soul of the Believer ,'and making it 
ro* abound in all goodgeſs and fruitfulneſs ; there- 
fore he faith, «- dh | 


fpy - 2 Saviour of tolt Sinners 


Verſe 13. The Figtree hath brought forth her young | 


figs, ard the Vines with ſmall grapes have caſt a ſa- 
vox; and rhence calls again, Ariſe my Love, my 
fa r one, and come away. Thus doth the Lord draw 
with bands of Love, with many invitations ; as 
by I/aiah, Ho every one that thirſteth, come to the 
waters, &c. and in the Goſpei, 44 that are wee'y 
Pi 
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ard heavy laden 4 come to me, and I will refreſh 


y. 4. 

Verſe 14 My Dove, thou art in the clefts of the 
Rock, in the ſecret places of the ſiazrs;, ſhew me thy 
ſight, let me hear thy voyce:, for thy woyce 1s ſweet and 
"thy ſight comly. When the Sponle complains of the 
thick wall of her ſins and inficmities, then the Lord 
Telus knows ſhe is in him, for he js the rock, and 
ſhe is rightly fixt in him, for that ſhe js in the 
holes of the Rock; hid fromall the wildom of the 
world, and ſhe is in thefecret places of the ſtairs, 
ſhe is aſcending up to God, but by a ſecretf®way, 
which none ſhall find, though they ſearch for it 
with all their wit and cunning craft, and ftrive to 
Enter in,and take the Kingdom of Heaven by vio- 
lence, and imitate all the doings of the man of 
God, all is but Hypocrifie, and the Hypocrite and 
his Hope ſhall periſh rogether. 


Verſe 15. Toke us the foxes, the little foxes, which 
deſtroy the vines, for our vines have [mall grapes. Here 
the Lord teaches his Spouſe that when ſhe by her 


' wit, or zeal, or holineſs, thinks to order her ſelf 


aright, to pleaſe God, or promote the way of her 
ſalvation, to ftrengthen her hope, to ſubdue luſt 
and paſſion, toeſtabliſhy faith, or the like ; theſe 
are like little Foxes., cunning crafty devices to 
brivg in our own wiſdom, and joyn it with faith 
in Jeſus; .heſe deſtroy the vines; for he that is 
circumciſed, ſaith Paul, Chriſt, the true Vine, ſhall 
profie him nothing, and he that ſeeks to be juſtifi- 
ed by his obedience of the Law, is fallen from 
Grace, therefore take us theſe Foxes away, and 
cleave tome, I am the green fir-tree , upon me Ks 
thy 
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thy fruit found, and our Vines have fmall grapes ; 
though the fruits of Faith be ſmall, yet they are 
true ; ſit down by the waters of Shilo,, which run 
ſlowly, and go not to Nylus, that ftrong-headed 


and ſeven-ſtreamed River of Egypt : He that believ- 


eth will not make haſte. 

Verſe 16. My well Beloved is mine,and I am his ;, he 

feedeth among the Lilies. Here the” Spouſes heart 
is filled with joy ; the Marriage is made, her well 
beloved is well pleafed with her, though ſhe be 
black, ſhe is comely in hfs eyes, yea as the pure 
white Lilies : for her Garment is waſhed and made 
white in the blood of the Lamb, and he feedeth 
among ſuch ; for his food is to do the Fathers will, 
which is to make of finners ſons and dayghters of 
God. 
' Verſe 11. Until the day break, and the ſhadows fly 
away, return my well beloved, and be as a Roe ,-or a 
young Heart upon the Mountains of Bether. He is 
doing the will of God till the work be perfected ; 
that he himſelf, the true day-ſtar,. give light in the 
Soul ; and then all ſhadows, falſe lights, and the 
like, fly away; therefore ſhe. prays, © Return my 
well beloved, and be as the Roe or young Hart upon 
the Mountams of Bether:;, which is, let-me have thy 
Preſence; though never fo young or little , and 
ſeem helpleſs to others, thou-art my only helpand 
delight, T'will have no other. : 

Chap. 3. Verſe 1. Inmy Bed by night I ſought him 
who my ſoul loved; 1 ſought him, but I found him 
zot: Here the Spoule, the Chriftian, declares how 
it was in herunregenerate eſtate, the Bed of carnal 
eaſe, the time of darkneſs, even ignorance of her 
Souls eſtate ; when ſhe lay fleeping; in fleſhly ſecu- 
EA rity, 
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rity, and forgetfulneſs of God, yet ſhe ſought for 
her Saviour, after the way that mans wiſdom leads, 
to go to Church, hear, read and pray, to beanti- 
fie her ſelf to procure Love, but ſhe foand hith 
not; no, he is not to be found in this way. 

Verſe 2. 1 will riſe now, and go about the City, by 
the ſtreets and open places, and ſeth bim whow my 
Soul loveth;, I ſought him, but I found him net. 
When ſhe found him not in the commen way, ſhe 
tries all Forms of Religion, yet fhe keeps her in 
the City, to wit , of Hþocriſie , whereof David 
ſaith, Pſal. 55. Wickedneſs is in the miaſt thereof, 
deceit and gule depait not «from her ſtreets, and the 
ſeeks in the ſtreets and open places thereof, to wit, 
in what may be ſeen with eye, and:heard with ear, 
and conceived by the heart; but ſhe found him 
not, no he is not to be found there. 

Verſe 3. The watchmen that went about the City, 
found me, to whom T ſaid, havs you ſeen him whow my 
ſoul loveth ? Theſe are the Preachers and Teachers, 
or Declarers, that profeſs 'to'teach the Truth, but 
its in the City of Hypocriſfie, and the Souls buſi- 
neſ$is to ſee a Saviour ; buttheyare Idol-makers, 
and are like unto them, they have eyes , *and ſee 
not,.&c. - 

Verſe 4. When I had paſt a little from them, 


(when by-the mighty power of God, I was” 


brought unto fach a ſight and ſence of my nfs 
that my Soul was wounded},-my Spirit bruiſed; 
my Heart broken ) thatthey were all liars to my 
Soul, they. had not the Tongue of the Learned , 
to ſpeak a Word of Comfort in due ſeaſon, then 
even then I found him whom my Soul loved ;- or 
rather-he gave himſelf to be: found of me that 

{ought 
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hin not; 'yea, when I 'ducſt not enquire after 
him; {ſo loving is he to a broken heayre 
and his Love filÞd my heart ſo with Love to him, 
that | took hold on. him, and Jefc him not , t1 
had brought him into my Mothers Houſe, int 
the Chamber of her tnac conceived me. 

. Thus when the Soul is brought to-Jeſaus by the 
power of God, then ir. ſticks to him with ftedfaſt 
Faith, and brivgs HIM to her aftli ted Heart; for 
there- was ſhe begotten and conceived in the Re- 
generation, and there maſt ſhe have [eſus to par- 
don her fins, comfort her Soul, ,mortifie the Fleſh, 
and earthly Mind, give her a new Heart, and re- 
new a right Spirit within her. 

Verſe 5. Icharge you O Daughters of Feruſalem, 
by the Koes and by the Hinds of the field, that ye 
ſtir not up nor waken my. Love until ſhe pleaſe. When 
Jefus jarh found the broken Heart , he comforts 


charges all che wiſe of the world not to: rouch 
his A jointed,” norFto trouble his Beloved, fo gives 
he his Beloved ſleep. 

Verſe 6.. Who is ſhe that cometh aut of the wil- 
derneſs, hike pillars of ſmoke per fgied with Myrrhe 
&d Incenſe, and all the Spices if the Merchant ? 
Here is a Queſtion detlatihe the "ſtate of the Soul, 
come out of rhe wilderneſs, to wit outof the Na- 
tural eſtate, where» the wild Creatures. live, and 
man. lives like ro... the.” bruce Bealts , without | 
knowledge, wherezthe | Soul 'is like Pillars of | 
Smoke, ligh: er and-yainer than vanity ; but by ] 
Converſion is perfumed with Myrrhe 2nd lacenſe, 
theſe bitter Gums, even ſorrow for tin, and bro- 
kennels of heart, and afcer that with all SPRcgy | li 

0 


it, and brings it to:peace and reſt,in him, and F-. 


of the Merchant, all things that are- comfortable 
and cordial, ' for ſhe is fild with all joy ahd peace 
in believing. | | 

Verſe 11. Behold bus Bed , which is Solomons, three- 
ſeore ſtrong men are about it, of the- valiant of 1/- 
reel. By Solomon underſtand Jeſus, and. by his 
Bed, his Love ro his Spouſe; and by valiant ſtrong 
men of Iſrael, the Gifcs cf God, and Operations 
of his Grace, whereby the Soul is preſerved night 


- and day in peace arid reſt with God. 


Verſo8. They all bandle the Sword, and are. expert 
inWar, and every oe hath hu Sword upon hu thigh, 
for the fear by night. . This, holds forih the Chri- 
ſtians Watch, having put on the whole Armour 
of God, the ſhiefd of Faith, to queach the fiery 
darts, evefi;the ſtrong Temptations of Satan , 
the ſword of the Spirit , &c. that he may war 
againſt the Powers of darkneſs, not with carnal 
bat ſpiritual weapons, that he may be Conquerot 
through Jeſus. _ '-..., - | 

' Verſe g &. 10. King Solomon made himſelf a Pa- 
lace of he Trees of Lebarion, the. Pillars thereof of 
Silyer,' the Pavement of Gold, the Hangings of Pur- 
ple”, whoſe midſt Was paved with the Leve of the 
Daughters. of FeMiſalem. Here is ſtill. by Solomon 
upderſtood, Jelue, by -his Palace, the New. Je- 
ruſalem , aud by het Daughters, Believers ; by 
Silver and Gold , the Word of God, his Truth 
and Faithfulneſs, as may be manifeſt by the de. 
ſcription of the New Feruſalem by Ezekiel and Re, 
velations. 


i , Perſe I1. Come forth ye Danghters of Zin, ard 
|. bebold Ring Solomon with. thy, Cropn wherewith bis 


Mohr Crow: 64. him 5n-the day of his Mar 


46 ab 
Y 


—_——_— 


—_— 
;__ 
” 
- A 4 
—— —_— edt ineme.c. n="agg- ——_— 
- —_— 
_ 


3% Ah Expoſition of the 


and in the Hay of the gladneſs of his heart. Here 
Ste all believing ſouls called Daughters of Zion, | 
and frequently in the Scripture, and are called ! 
out to ſee the Glory of Jeſus, how he alone is | 
author and finiſher of our Faith, the beginner 
and perfeCter of every good word and work for | 
the ſalvation of ſinners, he is the Lord our righte- | 
ouſneſs, our wiſdom, and all _ that pertain 
to our ſalvation, not a teacher of us to do cheſ 
things, but he is the things abſolutely ; he is our | 
Circumciſion , not that. he by his Spirit or. his | 
Grace circumciſeth our Hearts, although it is true 
to fiy fo; for He, and the Holy Ghoſt, and Grace | 
are all one; but the ſubſtance is, that he is oui 
Circumciſion ; So it may be ſaid of Baptiſm, and 
all other 'the like things; for when the Father 
biggie» in us, thetiare all things wrought 
us, and that is his Crown. __ F 
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Chap. 4+ Yerſe 1. Behold thou art Fed my Love, 
behold thdy art fair, thine eyes ave li the doves 4- 
mong thy locks , thy hair is like the fleck, of goats 
which look_dewn from the mountains of Gilead; Th 
er, which go 


Teeth like a flock. of ſheep in goodgr 
From the waſhing, which every one bring ovt twins, an 
more is barren among them, The believing Soul , 
fenſible of her own finfulheſs, and continual weak- | 
neſs, and many backſlidings, ahd afl unfruitful- 

neſs, its the work of-Jeſus to comfort her, and 
eotnmend her beauty and fairneſs in her eyes, | 
becanſe ſhe looks always to Jeſus ;- for without 
him the eye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing z in her 
Locks bf hair ; for ſhe is not trimmed with Hair 
coried , md embtoidered with Gold , bur widk 
nat 
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' the" great Congregation , 


Tiffiettl0TexrtphinCanticles) y81 
that -bideen wan of the Hearts: In ber: Teeth , 
ſer in:goovdiorder';; for —_ 'eatnot to fatishe the 
Fieflv in its luſts,. buc they feed on' Jeſus the true 
Bread which came down from Heaven, and gives 
life unto the'Sonl. | 13 

Verſe 3. In her Lips, for they are not exerciſed 
in-van babling ,: of heathenifl-minds ,- but. call 

upon 'the Lord inthe needful ime of trouble, 
and- ſpeak fore his 'praifes ' in the : midſt of 
even .of all «that 
tove the appearance of our Lord: feſus..:In-hit 
Temples, for they-are:not APd with vain imaginas 
tions , but withithe knowledge. of. God , which 
through Jeſus covers the whole eaſth, as the Was 
ters the Seas.” e::ob 

:Varſe As, Inter" Necks, F aa ſhi; is not; fob. 
boris and Riff necked ,” always:refifting.the wil 
dom of. the holy: Ghoſt, but: willing: totake atie 
yoke of Jeſus uponher, forit i is cake _ _— 
vice is-perfett freedom. - '*: | 

' Verſe 5. In _herBreaſts, fot. they. a are fot fill 


vi vanity and folly, but way the fi wy. =p 


of- the:Word.''' | 
ee 26. And-usihedoth, Py dath ſhe Alkabons 
res nyhil the ta break yi "#84, the :ſhidaws flee 
_— Her ':C6mmidnion 41s with .the Saints of 
\God, waiting: for: the appeatance-of -Jeſvs:more 
and:more to- enlighten her ſoul-inthe ways of life 
and truth : And*he concluderh,. 7 will go into the 
mount nin of Myrrhe and Incenſe; ſignifying. that he 
will withdraw himſelf from her, hich will be bit- 
terunto her, bur-will make” hef-to long more car- 
neſtly for his preſence, 'and cleave: mote cloſe to 
kim : And wheahe'findsher fo, he faith, 
CC 2 
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i1thce. The greateſt puricy of the Soul is in clea- 


ung conſtantly to Jeſvs by. faith, that neither proſpe-: 
rity, nor adverſity,. life, nor death , nor..any | 
other thing can give her hope, nor make her de- | 


' fpairof his poodnefs and faithfulneſs. 


Verſe 8. Come with me from Lebanon my Spouſe ; | 


with we from Libation, look, fromthe top of Amana, 
from.irhe. top of Shenir, and Hermon, from the dens 
of..the [Lions , from the mountains of the Leopards. 
Here: the Lord calls his Spouſe to him from the 
mountains, even from all.high-thoughts of her own 
wiſdom or righteouſneſs, though they ſeem to be 
aS\Lebanon, a Mountain of Canaan , to wit, holy 
and religions, yet are they dens of Lions, and 
mountains of Leopards, to wit, the ſeat of the 
Heart that truſts in its own goodneſs, and harbors 
thoſe cruel Beaſts of prey, even Pride and diſdain 
of'others;; from hence he calls her, and faith,Cowe 
with me, to wit, Learn of me, for | am meek and 
lowly in heart; and whe) ſhe hath learned this, he 
faith; , T7 ' Ss. ILS4 VT ed l ;v5 
Verſe 9. My Siſttr, my Spouſe, thon haſt wounded 
=) heart, thou haft' wounded my heart with one of thy 
eyes, \&;d with the chain of thy neck, When the eye 
of the Spoufe looks continually after her Beloved, 
it increaſes Love, ;Jeſvs is delighted in ſuch a ſoul 
as tenderly as a Lover in his Beloved; and this 
"Chain. of Love ,, whereby ſhe is bound ſo cloſe $0 
-him, is more delightful than a Chain of Gold a- 
I has | FP , 
Verje 10. My Siſter , Spouſe, asr 451 
Love?. : how mxch fe be Love then Wine ? px/ 
bee ſavonr of thy Oontments then ol Spices ;, Here Jo- 
8 | | 1us 


 V.7.Thow art all fair O my Love,and there is no ſpot | 
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fas lets the Spouſe know, that as ſhe eſteemed of 
him , his Kiſſes , his Name , his Oyntments , ſo 
doth he eſteem of her, her Love, her Oyntmeats, 
itsas del ghtful to him that ſhe caſts: her ſelf and 
all her Burdens, Sins, Wants, - and Weakneſs 
upon him, as ſhe is pleaſed that he relieves her in 
all things, 7 | | 

Verſe 11. Thy Lips, my Spouſe, drop as Honey- 
combs, Heney and Milk, are nnder thy Tongue, ard 
the ſaverr of thy garment ts as the ths of Leba- 
non. The Spoute, the believing Soul delights in 
nothing ſo much as in declaring the Mercies of 
God co ſinners, even to ſinful ſinners, to the re- 
bellious , and hiſſing our all'the conceited Holi- 
neſs of man, as abominable, filthy, ſtinking . Hy- 
pocrifie, and magnifying the greatneſs and free- 
neſs of the Grace of God , this makes her Lips 
and- her Tongue weil pleaſing unto Jeſus, and 
the ſavour of her Garments are fragrant , for 
they are the righteouſneſs of Jeſus. 

Verſe 12. My Siſter, my Spouſe is as 4 Gard:n en- 
cloſed, 4s 4 Spring ſhut up, and a Fountain ſcaled, 
This 1s that our Saviour rejoyced in exceedingly, 
thanking the Father that he hid theſe things from 
the wiſe of the world; this is that which neither 
eye hath ſeen, nor ear heard, nor heart conceived ; 
therefore the Apoſtle ſaith , The rrue Few 6s nt 
praiſed of men. 

Verſe 13 & 14, Thy Plams are as an Orchard. of 
Pomegranates, of ſweet fruits, as Camphire, and 
Spthnard, and Calamus, Saffron and Cinamen, with 
«bs trees of Myrrhe , Ales, and Incenſe , with all 
evief Spices, Thus is the Life of a Chriſtian that 
lives in ſtedfaſt Faith, Hope and Charity, _-" 
- Cc yy e 


5$;. - | [In Eppocrton dk rhe 
ed with all fruits of the Spirit; as Loon, Joy; Peace, # 
= whereby ſhe'is beautiful'in the fight of 'Je- | Mm 
' Perſe 15. O Fountain of the Gavdens, Well of liv- Þ 
ing waters, and Springs of Lebanoy ! Thus heeloſes | B 
bp his-Commendations of her with-an emphatical j 
Admiration of her rare worthinels , attributing | 
to her the vertues of the Holy Ghoſt, becanſe be- | 
ing led by him, ſhe brought forth ſuch fruits. | © 
Pere 16. Ariſe O Noyth-wind., come O South, | 
blow on my Garden, that the Spice thereof may flow | ® 
out : let my welt beloved come to his Garden, andeat | 1 
his pleaſant fruit. Here the. Spouſe prays that the b 
winds may blow on her Garden; which is, that | h 
theSpirit of' God may always guide her in all her G LD 
ways, that her Lord Jeſus may never withdraw 
ps power and preſence from her, but evermore | 
with her, and ſet his delight upon her ; for ſhe | 
her ſelf is bis Garden. ' + | F- :38 
Chap. 5.Virſe 1.'.J am come into my Garden , my | 
| 


- JO O—O— 


Siſter,” my Spouſe, 1 have gathered my Myrre with 
my Spice, ] ate my Honey-comb, with my Honey, I | 
drank my Wine with my 1Mi1b*; Eat O Friends, drith | 
and wake you merry O well beloved; This is Jeſus's | 
Exultation in the fruitfulneſs of his Beloved, his | 
Church, whom when he comes to, he finds bitter | 
Myrrhe, afd ſweet Spice together , ſorrow and | 
Mmoutning over her own corrupt Nature, /joy and | 
dlight in Jeſus; ſo Wine forthe 'comfort of the 
elder, Honey and Milk for the delight and growth | 
' = FVeyſes3. 1 free bur my heart waketh \ it is the voices 

of my well beloved that knocketh, - ſaying, Open-to\ me; 
#) Siſter, my Lovt; my Dove, my ungefiled, * my 
| | e 
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head « full of dew, and my locks with the drops of the 
xight. Here is the Spoule declaring the faithful- 
neſs of Jeſus, but her own weakneſs. Jeſus bath 
brought her to reſt in him, but her deceitful Heart 
is waking to carnal pleaſures and earthly profits, 
and her own holineſs withal, far theſe joyn toge- 
ther ; but the true holineſs of Jeſus will joyn with 
nothing. And Jeſus knocks and calls , but ſhe ex- 
cuſeth. | 

Verſe 3. 1 bave put off my Coat, hew ſkall I put 5t 
en ? I have waſhed my feet, how ſhall I defile them ? 
Though ke intreats with loving words, and ſhews 
bis Sufferings for her , ſhe is unwilling to receive 
him ; ſhe hath another Reſt, and another Clean- 
neſs. But then ſaith ſhe, 

Verſe 4. My well Beloved put in his hand by the 
bole of the door, and my heart was affectioned toward 
him. Words will not prevail , but when the hand 
comes, as the Church faith by 1/aiah, He laid his 
band upon me, and he taught me mightily. The King- 
dom of God is in power. The Captain rides on 
the white Horſe, conquering and to conquer ; now 
= heart is conquered, her affeftions are turned to 
Jelus. | 

Verſe 5. I roſe up to open to my Beloved, and my 
hand did drop aown myrrne.and my fingers pure myrrbe 
upon the bandles of the door ;, now is it a bitterneſs to 
her that ſhe refuſed the Lord , the grief pierceth 
even to the fingers end. 

Verſe 6. F#pgnes to my well beloved, but he was gone 
and paſt my heart was gone whts be did ſpeak, 1 ſought 
him, but I could not find him ;, 1 called, but he anſwer ed 
me not. T huswhen we refuſe him,and regard not his 


word , he will hide bimſelf from us when we ſegk 
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him ; when we call, he will not anſwer, that he may 


y ther thing, 
| t 


hi we. the ſmote we and wounded me the watchmen of the 

if walls took away ry vail from me. Here's the Preachers 
and Teachers in humane wiſdom, do at every turn 
afflict the heart of the Believer, as Ezk told them, 
Ye make the hearts of the righteous ſad. 

V. 8. I charge you,O Daughters of Feruſalem.if you 
find my well beloved, that you tell him I am (ice, of love. 
Now the Spouſe charges al] profeſſors of formal 
Religion, if they find her beloved, to tell him that 
ſhe is fick of Love, her foul grieved that ſhe open'd 
not to him, begs his pardon, and go return to her, 
for ſhe can, have no peace nor comfare till ſhe: ſee 
him, and he ſhew his old Lore to her. 

V. g. Othoufaireſt among women, what u« thy well 
beloved moe than 1other well beloved ? what us thy 
well beloved more than another Lover, that thou doſt /o 
charge w ? This is the wiſdom of the worid, as in 
the Goſpel; /s not thu the Carprnters Son? they 
covid not-then eſteem of him, bur ſcorn, hate and 
perſecute him; fo now : what is believing in Chriſt, 
fay al formal profeſſors ? if heaven could beat- 
taind that way, it were eaſily attain'd ; it's better 
to perform all our Duties, ſays one; to keepour 
Covenant, fays another; to be baptized after we 
believe, ſays a third ; to ſay Tho You ſays a 
wo ſo any Toy is better than Fairh in Chriit; 
but the Spouſe anſwers, | 

F. 10. My well beloved is white and ruddy.the chief- 
ff of ten thouſand. Here is the Chriſtians ſy” of 

ths 2-54 | N - 10 5 


I" "let us know how evil it is co refule him,and teach us | 
to wait continually for him,not fatisfied with any 0- | 


. V. *. The watchmen that w:-nt abont the City, found | 


| ways, is not the Son of God tobepre 
| themall? | 
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him ; as if one ſaid, If ye invent ten thouſand ways 
to pleaſe God,, for pardon of fin, mortifying the 
fleſh, and fanQtifying the ſoul, and guiding our 

err'd before 


Y. 11,12,13. His Head is as fine Gold, his Leeks 
curd and black, 4 4 Raven ;, bis Eyes are like Doves 
upon the ryvers of water, which are waſht with Milk , 
ard remain by the full Veſſels ,, his Cheeks are as 4 Bed 
of Spices, and 4s ſweet Flowers , his Lips like Lillies, 
dropping down pure Myrrhe.. Pure and ſolid is his 
Counſel, they that follow them, ſhall not periſh ; 
black and comly is his Countenance,whoſo delights 
in it, though they be'diſhonoured of men, they ſhall 
be bleſſed of the Lord; his Sight rejoyceth in ſim- 
plicity, they thatreceive it, and reflect on him a- 
gain, arewaſht from all uncleanneſs, and filPd wich 
joy z ſiveet and fragrant are his Cheeks to then 
that delight in him, and they ſhall be ſoin the fight 
of God, although ſmitten and deſpiſed of men, as 
he was ; his Speech jound and fincere to the Soul, 
though bitter ro the Fleſh. | 

V. '14- His "Hands as Rings of Gold ſet with the 
Chriſelite ;, to wit, his Work is the accompliſhment 
of his Counſel ; what he determines, he alſo brings 
to paſs, and none elſe ; for whom he hath choſen, 
them he hath calld, juſtified, ſanRified and glori- 
hed; and this work is pure and ſolid as Gold and 
precious aphighy Belly is like white Ivory cover- 


ed with Saphirgy his weakeſt part pure and hea- 


ES weakneſs of God is ſtronger than w 

 F'.1y, His Legs as pillars of Marble ſet upon ſockets 
of fine Gald;, he walks in his great wt and 
ſtands faſt in the day of trial, as before Herod and 


-Pulxte, 


+3838 © An-Expaſition of the: 
Pilae, and all hisadverſaries, and fo ſhall all they 


that truſt in- him :. Hs Countenarce. is as Lebanon, | 
excellent as the Gegars, mighty and glorious, bur | 


gather Lilies. This is the work of Jelus, even to 


terrible to his Adverſaries. | 

V.16. His mouth as ſweet things; The utte- 
rance of his voyce is the greateſt ſweetneſs to the 
Soul ; for he calls them that ſit in darkneſs and in 
the ſhadow of death, yea that are dead in fins , un- 
to the life and ]izht of God ; therefore he is whol- 
ly deleable : T hs is my well beloved, and this 15 ny | 
Lover, O Daughters of Feruſalem: Can you now 
compare your forms, your zeal, your works, your| 
Duties, your Covenant-keeping , and the like to 
this my well beloved ? are they nor like the Thiſtle 
that would reign over all the Trees of the Foreſt? 

V. 17. O thou faireſt among wamen, whither 1s thy 
well-beloved gore, whither 1s be turned aſide, that wt 
may ſeth. bim withthee ? Thus when Chriſt is trul 
preached, ſome are perſwaded, and ſet on defice, 
and hunger after him, but none can truly preach} 
bimbut his own Spouſe, even they that have expe- 
rience of all his work upon their Souls, and can fay 
to their Hearers ,: Come, and fe what he hati 
done for my Soul. - * 

Chap. 6.). 1. My well beloved is gone down into hu 
Garsez, to his Bed of Spices, to feed in the gardens,and 


make himſelf knownto the Elect, they are:his gat-| 
den,” there is his Bed of Spices ; for in his preſence 

1s fulneſs of joy, and at his right kid are pleaſures 
forevermore ; and this is his repaſt or feeding, tv 
call them to-the knowledge of the Truth, andthe) 
are the Lilies which -he gathers, who have thelf 
garments waſhed and made white in his Blood: 
therefore he ſaith, Verj 


anon, | 
, buy | 


reach i 


they | 


Verſo 2. 1 am my well belovess, and my toll belov- 
ed 13 mine,” he: feedeth among the Lilies. Here is a 
true Marriage ; both have one Bed, and one Ta- 
ble; he is the Head, and. they his Membeys ; he 
waſhetb, :and they are white as Lilies; therefore 
he faich, NB ct 0: | 

Verfr 4. Thou art beautiful, O my Love, as Tirza ;; 

comely'as Feruſalem, terrible as an Army with Ban- 
ners. Here is the Commendation of. the Church, 
his People compared for beauty tg Cities , which 
are at unity in themſelves, and have good order 
and government, by Charter fron the King; ſo 
hath che Church'from her King Jeſus, not by Ru- 
lers and 'Precepts, which are the common Laws, 
bot by peculiar Charter,even the Spirit,the pledge 
of their inheritance, and the Word of Truth giv- 
en into their hearts : ſo for ſtrength & valour com- . 
pared to an Army with Banners; far her. Colours - 
are continually diſplay*d againſt Satan , Sin, Hell, 
and Death, and ſhe is more than Conqueror 
throvgh the. Blood | of the heavenly Teſta- 
ment. i. * | 

: Verſe 4z 5,6: Tarn awaythine eyes from me, for 
they overcome me ;, thine hair is like a flock: of Goats 
which look dewn from Mount Gilead; thy Teeth is 
like a flock, of ſheep which'go np from the waſhing \ 
which every pre bring forth Twins, and none #1 barrex 
among them. Thy Templtt are within thy locks 4s 4 
prece of a Pomegranate. Of theſe before , Chap. 4+ 
vr hr hue An went p A aches 
CJ 'Are threefrove. Cneens .,, Ana fOHr- 
feore  Conenbines, and of xe without nuyber. 
Fhere aye many Profeſſors of Religion 5; many 
ways of Holineſs , which all eſteem ay" 
| overs 
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lovers of: Jeſus; but'my Dove is alone', my unde- | 


filed isthe only Daughter of her Mother. and ſhe 


is dear to her that barecher ; the Daughters have | 
ſeen her, and counted her bleſſed, the Queens and' | 
Here. is the 'com- | 


Coacubines have praited her. | 
mendation of- the Church, firſt, ſhe is alone ;, for 
God hath taught her not to make a Lt with 


the profeſſors of a formal religion,nor to fear their. 


Fear (for it is taught by the traditions of (men ) 
nor to give hang| tothe Adiilterer, nor to run 
unto exceſs and riot, nor to have communion, no 
not toeat with ſuch as are called Brothers, if they 
live in any way of folly and riotoufneſs. 

Secondly, She ss the only Dangbter of her Mother, 


and dear toher that bare her ;, forher Birth is from | 


the Love of God to man, and that continues ſtill, 
and ſhe is kept by the-power of God through Faith 
unto falyation ; and: this do'all ſee.in an outward 
appearance, and commend it, but they ſee it 
not in the truth of it, nor attain it. 

Verſe 9. Who is ſhe that look:th forth as the Morn- 
ing, fair as the Moon, pure as the Sun, terrible as.an 


Army with Banners ? Here Jeſus commends his 


Spouſe, to be as fair as the Moon, becauſe ſhe r& 
ceives her beauty from him as the Moon-from the 
Sun; and to be as pure as.the Sun , becauſe ſhe is 
united to him, who is the Sun of all purity ; and 
= She 65 terrible «5 «2 Army with Banners , as be- 
ore. ;: VCR 

Verſe 10. I went down to the Garden of Nuts, tt 
ſee the | fruits of the Valley, to ſee if tha Vine budded, 
if the Pomegranate flouriſhed : Here is the low de+ 
icenſion of Jeſus , as low as to the half Shrubs, 
even the meaneſt of his-people, to ſee if hgon 

| cenv 


I. 14 


a, 


| any cordial Comforts from 
| Tue to the Pomegrapates. 
' Paſell, 


| but as the ( 
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ceived any xertue from him, who is the true Vine, 

him that-gives all.yer- 
4 knew not, my Soul ft me on the Chariots 
people - as if he ſhould fay, I never ex- 
| ſach a, ludden change : The poor people 
were ſo willing and noble towards me, that. my 
Love was carried out to them as ſwiftly as in a 


| Chariot; I admired the Faith of the Romy .Cen- 


turion, exceeding all rel, and of the wornian of 
Syrophenicia, and of Zachens the Publican., .. 
Verſe 12. Return, return, O Shulamnte , return... 
that we may behold thee: What ſhall you" ſee 57 the 
Shulamie , but as the company of an Army? The 
Shulamite is the Spouſe ,-whom- her old Compani. 
ons would. call back to her old ways, or-elſe 
would know her new. ways; to whom the Lord 
Jeſus anſwers, What ſhalt you ſce in the Shulamite, 

any of , an, Army? She hathyput on 
the whole Armour of God, and is ſtrebgthened 
with might. in. the inner man, j to reſiſt all the 
Temptatidng of Satan , and Powers of Iniqui- 


Chap. 7, How, 1 ful are tby goings with ſhore 
0 Princes Entry the. jayuts of ih thighs like 
Jewels , the work, of the hand of 4 Cunning work: 


' Here the Chriſtian is magnified for his walkiog 
direftly and ſtoutly in the ways of the fear © 
God, which is the beginning of wiſdom, and this 
Is the right exerciſe of the Thighs, and to guide 
them ſo, is the work of a cunning Workman ; 
for it is God that ordereth all a true Chriſtians 


zoings, 
| Verſe 


$92 Specs; 


' Per ſe 2. 'Thy Navel & round Cvbler, which wanter) 
nf 'L5quor. By the Navel-ſtting is es _ 
nicated to the Infant in' rhe Foes hereby 
Gelirier? Þ is Life communica do every 

eliever in Jeſus , they fhall wa > Hwa 
he gives them water of the 'Well'of freeh 
And thy Belly is like a heap of heat fer about Till 
Lilies; Such an Ornament would be Þpleafant 
ſe. $o Chriſtians enjoy both oor and Vrexfures 
the Houſe of God. | 

WV le 3 Thy.two Breaft s As ors your Roes that 
Tmins : As Twins hoc Hoth of cild fother, : 
both fed with the tike'food; fo both the breafts of 
Chriſtian: to wit, both his Sout and' Body are 
dren es ] hs. 8 fl byy the word of life from hi 

Neck: ike a Tower of Tyory';, ptret 
| NT LNG fo c top 0 Jetu got flees e ſtrit 
| Jad i way of exif e. Thn 

bo es Be e the Ny Hrfb Robon þ mn Th# pate of Bu 
NN As hs Fi boo fulf of warer, fox 
the fs F a true Fllever full oflipht,' vo diſcet 
_ hing os Re q _ er the Ort 
of God, an the works af man, between the ful 
of the Spi rit and th ods TIE , bs wi 
the dvecab of watks, ad the Cov! of prac 
—_ = Faith of Chtiftians, aid: The oy 
yas and. Hypocrites. Th oſe i 5s like the 
of Letayan that looketh vnhs Damgſcu, . toK 
thou art always defirous to give” ont or receivets 
{mell of Chriſtianity in the:Hearhens,or the uncc 
Y or that gll Nations ' might receive the Gro 

God, and caſt away their Tdols. | 

P. 5.Tby Head is like Scarlet, and'the Buſh of i) 
Head liks Arey to wit, died in grain, the colc yr 
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will riot fade, for rJe eſus the Sox of God is thy j bead, 
therefore 1s the Ks ing bound in the Galleries ; Jet Tus 1$ 
thy Head and King, and he walks with thee in. Al 
thy paths and turnings. 
E's How fair art "Mp and bow pleaſant art thew 
O ivy Love, in pleaſures * By way of queſtion here 
the Lord” ſhew eth that there are no pleafares fo de- 
lightful to man, as.the light of Gods COUNTERAnCe 
to a Chriſtians/Soul, as David affirms, P/. 4. 
F. 5. The. thy Starure is like the. Palm-tree, and 
thy Breaſts like Cluſters ; ; high.inthe growth of fark, 
pliable in uſe, ro rable i in a thi 85, & to'all.per 
2ns, & double in fruitfulnels is che true Chriſti 
V.8. I ſaid, f will go up into the Faprtree, Il 
take bold £ her boi 5!" Is By ſhall iow be like 


the cluſters of the one & 11) Xuf like fo es;W 
| Solis takes hold of the Soul » 1ts preſe; Ne | firne 


m the 1ervice or pleaſures of meg tb the ſeryice 
of God, that both ſoul and body ma mented 
into the true Vine, .and ſhe may {inell the comfort $ 
of God as pleaſant as Apples. 

V.9- Andt 8 roof, iy [eh whe hich 
pL Jug 10m be Caf Ci £ haf 
the ancient to we _ a me , he faith to-his 
er (rc the. roof of. ber maxth & like good 
Wines hich geeth Faro 20 bis well beloved ; 3 There- 
fore underſtand,/as the roof of the moNAy UT c ſta- 
bility of the Tpeech, he it i $.that.1s the ſta ity of 
all things to his Church, & the wine of Joey 517-0 
zocth [traight unto his bel ved,; for they are truly 

Rug ed hearts, -and it cauſeththew though! NEVET 

Jo. ancient, to ſpeak out his Þ! rl 
i. #,-10. 1 am.my well beloved's,.. and bis dilroares- 
wardr me. This is the Seal that true Believershave 
certain 


3B24-. C25. An Expoſition of the | 
certaif! aſſurance of the Love of God to them t9 
abc firm, notwithſtanding all their weakneſs and 
ailings. | 

V. 5 1. Come my well beloved, let 4 go fotth nto the 
field, let us remain in the villages. As the Lord in his 
Humanity did go through fields, & from village to 
village, to work the works of God, and to give te- 
ſtimony of his great works upon the Soul, by his 
miraculous cures upon mens Bodies;ſo doth he lead 


his ſervants to be doing good ,. and declaring the | 


goodneſs of God where-ever they can. 

' F. 12. Let ws get up early to the Vine, let « ſee if 
the Vine flouriſh, F it hath budded the ſmall grape, if 
the poaggr nee flouriſh, there will ] give thee my love; 
to wis,let our diſcourſe be concerning Jeſus, let us 
fee if there be any RT of him amongſt 
men, if there be any works of Grace and Faith in 
their deans, if it be but as ſmall buds, if there be 
any comforts of the Spirit upon them, thereby ſhalt 
'thon know: my great love to men. 4 


4 


*'V. 143. The Mandrakes have given « ſmell, andin| 


Our, gates are all ſweet things new and old ;, my well be- 
loved, T have kept then for thee. The' ſmell of the 
Mandrake is faid tomake the bagren womb to con- 
ceive and bear Children; Jeſus is the Mandrakes 
tb his peopte,ty makethem fruitful in good works, 
which before were as void of any good, as the bar- 
ren womb of children, for they were dead ia fins; 
and it is now ſweet and pleaſing unto the'Lord that 
they confeſs their old barrenneſs, and declare their 
fruitfulnes througbJeſus, for this is the ſetting forth 
his true praiſe, which none can'do bur they, he hatt! 
kept it for them, they are the Scribes well taught ti 
the Kingdom of Heaven, which bring forth f their 
weaſures beth old andnew. Cha. 


| 


wt. ad 
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Chap 8. Verſe 1. Oh that thou wert as my Brether, 


.that ſucked the Lreaſts of my Mother, I would fir.d thee 


without, I would kiſs thee, thin they ſbould not de- 
/piſe thee;, This is the Believers earneſt defire- for 
the Converfion of others, making known their na- 
tural condition that they are without,. that they 
are not of Chriſts flock; that they live withour 
God in the world, ſtrangers to the Covenant of 
Grace, and the opening the work of Ged, the 
freeneſs of Grace, his great love. to man in Jetus ; 
this is the finding him without and kiſſing him, & 
when he lays hold on this, though he be defpiſed in 
the world, he ſhall not be deſpited, but highly hu- 
noured of God and all his Seints and Servants. 
Verſe 2. 1 will lead thee and bring thee into any 1o- 
thers Houſe, that is, I will declare all the work of 
Cod upon me, how I was begotten by the word of 
Truth, and born of water and the Holy Ghoſt,and 
Sucked the ſincere milk of the word, and grew 
thereby unto the ſtature of a man in Chriſt, and ali 


- through the free love of Ged in Chriſt. 


Thou ſhalt teach me, the unconverted being mo- 
ved by theſe Teſtimonies, on the one ſide troukled 
with his ſad condition. on the other ſide, his af- 
fections moved to defire ſo comfortable an Eſtate, 
deſires to be taught by -his Teacher, thar can de- 
clare both the old and neweſtate ſo well, andaays 
plainly, thou ſhalt teach me. 

I will cauſe thee to drink. ſpiced wine, new wine of 
the Poamoranate ; Here the. Beliewz ( goes on to let 
others know all the ſweet and free-xercies of God 
in Jeſus, like ſpiced wine; and 2M the: comforts of 


. the Holy Gholt call\d wine of the Pomgrana:e, bc- 


cauſe they come from Jeſus. 


Verfe 


388. An Expoſition of the 


Verſe 18. O thiuthat dwelleſ in the Gardens, he | 
Companions hearken unto thy voice, cauſe me to heart, 
Here's the cry of 2 hungry Soul unto JFelus, who 
teſtifies the dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and they that hear ſhall live; therefore ſhe 
faith, the Companions, even thoſe that have fellow. | 
ſhipwith the Father and our Lord Jeſus, as the | 
Divine ſaith, theſe hear the voice of the Son of God, | 
therefore She'cries, cauſe me to bear it ;, it's Ope- | 
ning the ear nd turning the heart to diſcipline, | 

Verſe 14. O my well-beloved flee away, and be likg| 
a Roe or a young Hart upon the mountain of Spices 
Hear the Spouſe - defires to have her well-beloyed 
toher ſelf; to be unto all thewiſe of the world as 
aRoeor young Hart, as a young or little thing of 
{mall value; but unto his own, as a Mountain of 
Spices altogether, ſweet and delectable,and great- | 
Iy to be deſired. 


ISAIAH. 


"Fils Prophet ſpeaketh very myſtically, to wit, 
-by external things figuring inward things, by 
temporal ſpiritual,by things of the body, things of 
the ſoul. as, | | 
Chap. 1. Verſe 2. Hear O Heavens, heark O Earth, 
is meant, Angelsand Sons of men ; Yerſe 5,6 6. 
By the "Head, Heart, and Foot, 1s meant al! facul- 
ties of the Soul, and members of the body, and alſo 
all the whole Nation; the King who is the Head, 


the Governours who are the heart, the gy 
| Who 
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who are the Feet and Limbs ; By: Wounds, Swellings, 
and Corrupt Sores, all manner»of fin and iniquity 
by wrapped, bcund up, and moliified with oyl, the love 
of God , that wraps up the Soul tenderly, the tear 
of God, that binds the heart cloſe ro God, the co- 
venant of Grace that ſoftens and enlarges the heart 
of man to all goodneſs. 
Verſe 7. Tour Land is waſte. T he Soul that wants 
the Spirit of God to mortifie the deeds of the 
fleſh, and to guide him in the ways of God, is like 
a walte place that brings forth nothing but thorns 
and bryars; Tour Cities are burnt with fire , The bo- 


dy wherein the Soul dwells being not ſubjected to 


the will of God, is continually enflamed with ra- 
ging luſts, which make it as burned cities,where 
tiere is nothing left but heaps of rubbiſh, and fo 
are become the habitation of Owls anU Screech- 
Owls; Ziim and Fim, wicked Spirits, a cape of 
unclean Birds, a Den ef Beaſts of Prev ; Strangers 
devour your Land in your preſence ;, your hcarts that 
ſhould be the Receptacle of the Grace of God, & 
all the operations of it, and the producer of all 
the fruits of the ſpirit, is devoured by raging tuſts ; 
{o that the abomination ofdeſolation is ſet upin the 
place where it ought not to be. And that in your 
preſence ;, to wit, you knowing that theſe things 
ought not to be, that you ſhould not yield your 
members to ſuch wickedneſs, and rhat the judg- 
went of God is juſt againſt them that do ſuch things 
yet you have ſo Sold your ſelves to wickedneſs , 
you are ſo enſlaved to Satan and Sin, that you can 
take pleaſure in nothing but that, you know will 
be the perpetual deſtraction of your Souls. 


Dd 3 Fer ſe 
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Verſe $. And the Daughter of Zion ſball remain | 


like a Cottagein a Vmeyard, like a Lodg in a Garden | 
of Cucumbers, like a Beſieged City. Zion 18 always | 
pſed for the Church or people of God, which is | 


poor and low like a Cottage ; but in a Vineyard, | 


every Soul Planted in Jeſus the true" Vine , they 
have flagons of the beſt wine to cheer the heart, 
they are like a Lodg, a refting place for ſtrangers 
and Pilgrims weaned from the world, but they dwell 
in a Garden of Cucumbers, which are a ſawce that 
makes the meat delightful, even Jeſus, that mdkes 
the Croſs joyful, the Tree that made the bitter 
| waters ſweet ; ard. ſhe 35 like abeſreged City ; ſhe is 
within ſet about andexercited with many & ſtrong 
Temptations; Satan will winnow her like wheat, 
without ſhe is afflicted and perſecuted by hateful, 
envious, wicked hypocrites. | 
Verſe 10. Hear the word of the Lord O Princes if 
Sodom, Hearken to the Law of our God O people of Gv- 
morrah ;, Firſt here is to be underſtood, that Sodow 
and Gemorrah , were known to be abominably wit- 
ked, by the dreadful judgment;of God upon them ; 
and therefore it was odious to 1/7ael! to be compa- 
red to them, as it is with us to be compared to 
Twrks and Pepj/ts, yet the Propher lets them know 
thar' they are as evil as they were, though God be 
patient and long ſuffering towards them : So if ever 
the 'Truth d&enter any of our Souls, it will let us 
know that we are as wicked as Paprſis0r Turks. Se* 
condly, where as he bids them hearken to the word 
and law of God, and in the Verſes following ſpeaks 
againſt all the Sacrifices and Services required and 
gnzoyned in the Law of God; this ſhews all our ex- 
fernal performance of any Duties (as men A 
24s em 
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them) to wit, whatſoever is required in theword 
of God is abominable to God, when that work of 
God is- not wrought in the heart, which makes 
them of Sinners Sons of Ged ; for till then they are 
ſtrangers and Aliens tothe Covenant of Grace,& 
live without God in the world, every one bearing 
the Idol of his heart before him ; therefore God 
gives not his word to them, but to his own people, 
to whom he ſpeaks as to Sons, ſaying, My Son grve 
me thy heart ; but the other take his word into their 
mouths and declare his Statutes they profeſs and 
preach too ., obedience to the word, bur it's to the 
Letter that kills, for the Spirit or truth of the word 
that quickens, hath found no place with them, . 
therefore they abhor it, and all that either profeſs 
or teach it. | 

In the remainder of the Chapter he ſhews their 
wicked hypocriſie in their ſtrict Exerciſe of Religi- 
on, and performance of all their duties, ſometimes 
in plain words, ſometimes in figures, as that their 
ſilver is become droſs, their wine mixt with wa- 
ter, worſhiping God in ſpirit and truch, which is 
in the truth of their heart humbled under the 
ſenſe of theirſin; and hungring after righteouſ- 
neſs is pure ſilver or gold, but performing the fer- 
vice,. (becauſe ſo commanded) is filthy droſs : So 
the grace of God is wine to cherriſh the Soul, but 
when it's mixt with the works of man, it's as 
wine clearly deſtroyed with over much water. 

In the 15th; and 25th. Verſes he touches the 
works of God in Jeſus, where he ſaith, come zew, he 
calls them out of themſelves and from all their 
own workings, and then tells them, he will work 
all the works of righteouſneſs in them ;' which he 
Dd 4 fets 


292 An.Expolition of-the 
ſets forth by cleanſing out their bloudy fins,and ta- 
king away their Yroſsand their Tin ; by whichis 


F 


bo 
- 


meant , all that is of manswork and will, and ſub. ! 


jeting. the Soul tothe will of God, which is their 


fanCtibcation,which is figured by white as ſnow,C-c. | 


In the 26th. Verſe he ſaith, / will Reſtore thy 
F-ages as at the firſt, and thy Councellours as at the 
beginnings Is the bringing man to the truth of 
Gods word, that all that is of man may be judged 
and condemned and caſt away ; and that which is 
of God may be the whole ſtay and ſtrength of the 
Soul; that God and Jeſus and the Holy Ghoſt may 
be his only Judges And then he (news that when 
Gods work 1s wronght, all the work and workers 
of Iniquity ſhall be caſt out, and every one ſhall 
be aſhamed of his own ways, which before he ac- 
counted righteous and gain to his Soul, as Paul did; 
which is figured by Oaks that he deſired and the 
"pes that he had choſen; and every one fhall 

nd himſelf, as unable to do any righteouſneſs, 
as the-Oak whoſe heart is rotterFout, and ſap ſo 
dryed away that the very leaf fadeth , that it nei- 
ther bears fruit -nor bloſſom, .and as the Garden 
that hath no water. | 

And then ſhall he eſfeem his Religion which be- 
fore he accounted ſtrong, to be as light and uſeleſs 
as towe, & the Miniſter that taught him as a ſpark, 
aad they ſhall burn rogether, and no Servant of 
Got ſhall deſire them any more. 

Chap. 2. Verſe2. He faith, It ſhall be in the laſt 
days the mountains of the Lords houſe ſhall be prepa- 
red in the top of the mountains and exalted above the 
pills, and all nations ſhall flow unto it ; men in their 
wildom Expounding this and other like places 
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concerning a timeto come, have fei to them- 
ſelves a triumphant ſtate of ghe Church, and a 
Raign of Chriſt with his Servantsa thouſand years 
in this world, and the like vain fooleries, which 
nothing profit the Soul z but by the laſt days here, 
is.underſtood, the laſt days of any true Chriſtian, 
whoſe firft days are days of vanity and folly, his 
heart being delighted in the pleaſures of the fleſh 
and vanities of the world ; his ſecond days are un- 
der the Law, whereby the judgment of God againſt 
fin being declared, he beraketh himſelf toall Re- 
ligion and Holineſs and Zeal, and the like; all 
that he can do, to attain Heaven and eſcape Hell z 
theſe are his hills and rocks he cries to, to fave him 
from the wrath of God. for he is come to judgment. 
The laſt days are the days of Jefus ond faith in 


. him which is the mountain of the Lords houſe, and 


in whoſe heart the Lord reveals Jeſus and Salvati- 
on by faith in him, it is above all his former hills 
and mountains, they are altogether vaniſhed, his 
Soul abhors them, and unto this mountain doth 
every Believing Soul reſort in the day of Jelas,who 
is the power and wiſdom of God to falvation; and 
though Jeſus himſelf was put todeath, and theyal- 
ſo ſuffer much for the word of Truth, even many 
of them cruel deaths, yet are they the Churchtri- 
umphant; for Jeſus by death triumphed over deati 
and over him that hath the power of death, even 
the devil ; ſo his Servants aliotriumph in him over 
all their enemies, even Satan, Sin, Hell and death, 
and though they live but one day, yea but one hour 
in this faith, the Lord hath bleſt them with long 
Life; for one day is with the Lord as 4 thouſand years, 
and therefore David ſaith; one day in thy Courts is 
butter than a thinſand. Verſe + 


394 An Cxpolition ofthe 
© Yerſe5. Here the Propher ſhews how they that 
taſte of rhis goodnels ofGod earneſtly invite others 
to it, their Souls Long that all ſhould be Saved;and 
where he faith, the L; » ſhall goforth of Zion, ard 
the word of the Lor4 j:011 *&ru/alem ; underſtand by 
thole words the Church a1 People of God, for he 
ſaith before, that God ſhall re.;ch all; to wit, by mi- 
niſters whom he hath ſenc, neither by any mira- 
cles or ſtrange ways, nor yet by the common mi- 
niſtry thar. reaches the word by humane wildom, 
but they chat teach by experience ; that can ſay 
with David, Come, ſee what God hath done for my 
Soul. + | ? 

Verſe 4. In this Verſe where he ſaith, They ſhall 
tern their weapons into Inſtruments of busbandry, and 
ſhall not fight any more; [tis ſpoken only of the peo- 
ple of God, and the meaning is, that'they contend 
no more for their Opinions and their Forms of re- 
ligion; they go nct about to eſtabliſh their own 
righteouſneſs, but ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of 
God that is by faith ; the ceaſing of contention he 
ſpeaks of, is to contend againſt God and reſiſt his 
wiſdom; for man to contend with man is not for- 
bidden, the Chriſtian is required to contend for 
the truth, though it ſhould neither be by weapons 
of war, nor Arguments of Diſpute, but by ſtedfaſt 
faith in Jeſus. 

Verſe 6. Surly thou haſt ſorſaken thy people , the 
houſe of Facob, becauſe they are full of Eaſt-manners, 
Sorcerers, asthe Philiſtims, and abound with ſtrange 
children. Here's the deſcription of J/rae!'s Iniqui- 
ty, and the canſe of it, becauſe he hath ſorſaken 
them; man will have it otherwiſe, that he for- 
lakes them becauſe they are ſuch ; but it's _ 
0 
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of his Grace that makes' man wicked, and their 
wickedneſs is, they are Idolaters; as the poſterity 
of Ham, Sorterers as the Philiftims, and abound 
in ſtrange children ; which is they have learned 
their Religionof men, not of God ; therefore the 
works of their Religion are works of the fleſh, or 
fleſhly wiſdom and humane righteouſneſs, there- 
fore they are ſtrange children, they are not the 
fruits of Gods ſpirit ; and the ſpirit of God by the 
Prophggalls them Sorcerers, as by Paul he calld 
the like Religion witcheraft. ms! 
. Inthenext three verſes he ſhews how they were 
full of Riches, and of Idols, and feigned humility 
in Hypocrifie, thereby ſignifying, that the carnal 
mind always makes an Jdol of his Riches in his 
heart; putting confiden@ in them, he ſaith, Ear, 
Drink, and be merry, thou haſt much goods liyd up 
©. he makes a great ſhow of 
inefs that may be, and flat- 
ters himſelfthat God gives him riches and bleſſeth 
and proſpereth him for his goodneſs, and honeſty, 
and godlineſs; therefore he ſaith rotrue Chriſti- 
ans. . 
Verſe 10. Enter intothe Rock, hide thee in the duſt, 
from before the fear of the Lord, and fromthe glory of 
bis Majefty ;, Herein by (enter into the rock) is un- 
derſtood (believe in Chriſt) ard by hide thee in the 
auſt) is (live in ſenſe of thy finfulneſs, and how un- 
able thou art to do that which is gocd)) as if he 
ſhould ſay, remember thou art but duſt, and why ? be- 
cauſe when the day of God comes, when he ſhews 
his glory and Majeſty , even his righteous judg- 
ments againſt ſin and Hypocrifie, when he ſearch- 


th mens hearts and ſecret parts, as with candles, 
| He 


* 


I” & 5 


He will pull down all proud looks, and high con- 
ceits, that man hath of his own-goodnelſs and god- 
lineſs, which is figured by Cedars and Oaks, High 
mountains and hills, High T owers and ſfirong walls, and 
ſhips of T arſhiſh, to wit, that went thither for gold 
and pleaſant pictures, and fo he will bring man to 
true Humility and brokenneſs of Heart, and to 
faith in Chriſt ; which is figured bycaſting away all 
his Idols of Silver and of Gold, unto the Bats and 
Moles of the.Earth, even to them that livein dark- 
neſs and carthly. mindedneſs, and betaking himſelf 
into the holes,of the Rocks, and tops of ragged: 


Rocky | 
In the third Chapter is declared the miſerable 
eſtate that whole Natigns or particular perſons 
are brought into by thE&righteous judgments of 
God, becauſe of Sin; and ſhews that they declare 
their fin by their countenances and proud Apparel. 
Chap. y. Verſe 1. In That day ſeven women ſhall 
take Hold of one man,and ſay we mull eat our own bread 
and wear our own garments, only let us be called by thy 
name to take away our reproach. Seyen is uſed in 
Scripture as a#number of perteRion, and js taken 
for all; as by ſeven Spirits is ſignified all the Spi- 
Tits of Gcd, and by ſeven Angels of the ſeven Chur- 
ches is ſignified, all the Miniſters of all the Chur- 
ches ; ſo by oc man is meant the Lord Jeſus; and 
by mearing our owngarments and eating our own bread, 
ngaifies confeſling our ſinfulnefs, weakneſs, and fai- 
lings, and living ia the ſenſe of it, where under E- 
very truly humbled Soul thar believes in Jeſus,and 
by that faith brings forth fruit, and fo reproach is 
Laken away. 


erſe 
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Verſe 2.t0 5.. And to tele Souls that are thus 
eſcaped from, the ſnares of Satan, that bud, even 
the Lord Jeſus ſhall be beautifuland glorious, and 
his fruit, even true faith and fear of God ſhall be 
excellent and pleaſant, becaule the Lord hath taken 
away their ſin, and ſanctified their Souls ,by his ſpi- 
rit, which he calls the ſpirit of judgment and by 
the ſpirit of burning ; becauſe true judgment is10 
Set up in theirhearts that they judg themſelves for 


every evil thought or haſty paſſion, or carthly af- 


fection ; nd the ſpirit mortifies the deeds of the body, 
as Paul teftifies, which AMalachs calls rhe Refiners 
firez &c. But upon everv Believing Soul which he 
calls Daughters of Zion, and Jeruſalem, and mount 
Zion, ſhall-the Lord create cloud and ſmoak by day , 
aud the ſhining of a flaming fire by might ; towit, men 
that judg them after the eutward appearance-ſhall 
condemn them for Hereticks.and Schiſmaticks, bar 
the Lord that btholds the heart , ſhall ſee the bright 
flame of his own ſpirit burning up Tniquity there : And 
{o upon every glory there Thail be a defence, a co- 
vering for a, ſhadow to fave them -from heatand 
from ſtorm and rain, . for all the ways and ſervants 
of God, ſhall he hid from the wiſdomof the wotld;; 
and freed fron; the wrath of God. os 
Chap. 5. Here is a great Parable of a Vineyard, 


which ſignifies ingrafting the Soul of man. into Je- 


1vs, for be'is the true Vine, and the fruitful Hill ſig- 
nifies the love of God , -throygh which he gave Je- 
ſus ; and this is fruitful for it begets love, which is 
the fulfilling of the Lay ;, by hedging it aaderſtand 
the Law, which by diſcovering lin , conſtrains 
man tocleaveto Chriſt for pardon of ſin,& ſantti- 
acation of the Soul; by gathering ſtones our of it, un- 

derſtand 
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derftand the Miniſters of Truth,that teſtifie againſt | 


all that is of man; .by the beſt Plants underſtand , 
the Promiſes and Prophecies concerning Chriſt,by 
Grapes underſtand, true faith, hopeand charity; 
by wild-Grapes the works aid wiſdom of man.Here- 
upon the Lord threatens his judgment, & pronoun- 
ceth woes againſt covetouſneſs & oppreſſion, drun- 
kennels, riotouſneſs and pride, becauſe'this car- 
nal Religion and theſe Iniquities joyn together, for 
the Religion is but an outward ſhow, for all they 
do is. to be ſeen of men, and theſe fins live in the 
heart; therefore he complains , that his people i; 
gone #nto captivity ;, becauſe they are captiva 1 
theſe ſins, and that they are famiſhed and dryednp 
with thirſt, becauſe they are void ofthe Grace of 
God and the fruits of the ſpirit ; and therefore con- 
cludes, that they are gone down to hell with al 
their glory and pomp and rejoycing together; To 
wit, they are conclnded fo under curfe and wrath 
of God. that they lie in'bitter anguifh , as in Hell 
becauſe'of their fins; ſd.isman and his proud heart 
and eies humbled, and God alone exalted. 
Verſe 17. Then the Lambs, to wit. (true belic- 
vers) feed after their manner , and ſtrangers, to 
wit, ( converted Heathens) or. new Converts) eat 
the deſolate places of the fat ; to wit, live by faith, 
and rejoyce in free Grace, which they that were 
fat even fed to the full with their own conceited 
Forms never meddle with. And 'the ſame word 
which is a Savour of life to his Lambs, ſhall be? 
Savour of death to theſe fat ones ; firſt becauſe the 
mock at the work of the Lord, and the cquncel ol 
' the Holy one. Secondly, becauſe they ſpeak evil 


of good, and good of evil, put darkneſs for light, 
al 


— 


ww tac to cot cw £ODQou 


I I” 


zainſt | 
and , 
rity ; 
Here- 
noun- 
drun- 
$ CAr- 
7r, for 
1 they 
in the 
ople 1s | 


_ 
yeaup 


race of 
'e CON- 
vith all 
C5 'To 
| wrath 
in Hell 
d heart 


> belic- 
'ErS, [0 
rts) eat 
y faith, 
at welt 
nceited 
ne word 
1all bea 
uſe they 
nncel ol 


eak evil | 


and 


Difficult Texts in Tſaiah. 399 
and light for darkneſs &c. to wit, magnifie their 
wiſdom, zeal, and holy actions, which all are car- 
:nal; andrejett the mercy, love; and truth of God 
which are' ſpiritual. Thirdly, becauſe they are 
wiſe in their own eies, &c.'Fourthly., becauſe they 
are mighty"to- drink wine, &c. .Fifthly, becauſe 
they juſtifie the wicked for a reward, and take a- 
way the righteouſneſs of the Righteous from him ; 
to wit, they-praiſe wicked hypocrites, that they 
may be praiſed of them again, and they per lecute 
the righteous as if he were-wicked. 
Verſe't4. He threatneth that judgments of God 
fhall be upon them , to wit, the Law of God ſhall 
diſcover their ſinfulneſs, till their root be fv: 
rotrenneſs and their ſeed duſt ; to wit, their foun- 
dation rotten, even the heart deceitful, and heir 
fruit of no worth, nothing but hypocrifie ; Tien - 
doth he teſtifie his calling of the Gentiles, or Con- 
verſion of new Believers, which ſhall not faint nor 
fall, ſlumber norſleep; but: ſhall ha-e their Loyns 
girt, &c. their ſhoes faft, their bows bent, and 
their arrows ſharp or prepared to battel a; ainſt 
Satan and Sin; and their horle-hoofs like flint,and 
their wheels like a whirlwind, their coming; is 
ſtrong aid iwifc, and their teſtimony ſhall be great 
and terrible as the roaring of Lyons or of S2as, & 
they ſhall lay hold of the Covenant of life as a rich 
prey to their Souls, whil"ſt they that contemned it 
ſhall find nothing bur darkneſs in earth, and their 
Lipht pvt out. in the Heavens. | 
(0p. 6. Here the Prophet ſhews a Viſion given 
uncv him, the Lord fitting: upon a kigh Throne, 
the lower part whereof filled the Temple; figni- 
fying,that God which dwells in the Hedvens,dwell 
| | allo 
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alſo-in the hearts of his people,' they are the Tem- 
ple of God for he is pleaſed through Jeſus to dwell 
in' them; dnd he Jaw Angels call*d Seraphim 
upon the Temple, crying out, the Glory of God; which 
fenifieth Miniſters of the Truth, in all their mi- 


of the door cheehs were moved, and the houſe pled with 
ſmoak; to wit, the hearts of his people were ſo 
Tryed and Searched, that they were hlled with 
the ſenſe of their fin and weakneſs as Paul ſaith, by 
our rejoycing in Teſus I die daily ;, more the Servants 
of. God fee his glory ſo much the more they ſee 
their own ſinfulneſs and abhor themſelves, 'ag Fob 
did : So hereupon the Prophet. cries, woe as nx, 
lamenting his own and his peoples fintulneſs ; and 
then the Seraphim tough*d bis lips with a coal from 
the Altar; which ſignifieth, that the Miniſters of 
Truth teachoth#thar if man confeſs his fin, Godss 
juſt and gracious te forginue bis fins and cleanſe his Soul 
by the blood of Feſus;, (that's the coal from the Al- 
tar) then he heard God ſaying whayy ſhall ] ſend ? &s. 
then ſaid 1, here am I,ſend ne, which ſheweth,when 
God ſpeaks he opens mans ear, and. turns his heart 
to. diicipline, makes it freely willing, to ge toand 
undergo, whatſoever God commands. 

His, firſt Meflage is to let them know, thit 
though they hear and fee and perce:ve with the 
heart, yet they cannot know the things of God, 
which belong to the peace 'of their ſouls by theſe 
means; then he aſks how long ſhall theſe things 

_ be thvs hid from them ? whereto he anſwers, 
the Cities be waſied without Inhabitant, and houſes 
without man, and the Land utterly deſolate; & c. which 


lignifies, til man be hopele(s and helplels, thathe 
| | ces 


niitty giving glory to God; whereupon the Lintel: 
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ſees no poſſibility in himſelf, nor by any other me«1:s 
ro attain it, till he return from all things to ſeek 
to Gods free Grace; and then there ſhall be a tenth, 
a ſmall number that ſhall return , and they lic an 
Oak or an E'm eaten up, and' their leaves faile: , 
no ſtrength lefr, no appearance of life, yet tae a 
ſubſtance in them ; the holy Seed is the ſubltence, 
towit, the broken heart receives the free Grace 
of God. 

Chap. 7. Here is a Hiſtory of two Kings that 
conſpired againſt the King of 7:dah, to whom God 
ſends the Prophet to bid him not fear nor be faint- 
hearted but truſt in Ged, though never ſo many 
come againſt him ; for God hath determined that 
it ſhall not ſtand ; and with God , they are but as 
two burnt ſticks ; and to confirm him in the be- 
liefof this promiſe, he bids him ask a ſign, to wit, 
that God would ſhew him ſome miracle ; but the 
King was learned in Religion, that to ask a hgn 
was to tempt God, therefore he would not ask 
cne ; whereupon the Prophet cries againſt all hu- 
mane Religion ; O houſe of David, will ye not have 
a ſign or a miracle ? all true Religion ſhall be groun- 
ded upon a miracle ; the Lord will give you a miracle; 
A Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son, and ſhe ſhall 
call his name Emanuel, z a wonderful miracle, a vir- 
gin, and a mother, and yet a greatcr, his name 
hall be Emanuel, whith is G:d with us ;, a mighty 
miracle, a Righteous God with ſinful man, and 
hence the greateſt miracle ; no man ſhall have any 
true Religion, but by the miraculous power and 
preſence of God with man ; Yet more butter and 
honey ſhall heeat; butter and honey are ſaid to be 
the fruits of the earthly Caron; whereby _ 

E e re 


402 An Expoſition of the 
red, that every man in whom this Emanzel is, heiy 
a Child of God, and he ſhall be fed with the fruits 
of the heavenly Canaan before he know to diſcern 
good and evil, toeſchew mans Religion,and chuſe 
that which is of God; for that is good, though it 
be marvelous ſtrange to man; and if thou wouldſt 
be a child of God and learn this, even to truſt in 
God and not in man, the Land that thou abhorreſt 
would be forſaken of both her Kings, they ſhould 
not be able to ſtand againſt thee, to defend their 
own Land. | 
Verſe 17. Here the Prophet tells the King, that 
though the Lord will deliver him from this De- 
ſtrution which he feared, becauſe that he and his 
people did not learn to truſt in him , he will bring 
a great deſtruftion upcn him, even the King of 
Aſbnr ., that ſhould ſo utterly deſtroy all they had, 


a$ a place that is ſhaven ; whereby js figured, Gods | 


judgments by the Law in diſcovering ſin, and brin- 
ging the Soul under the wrath of God becauſe of 
fin, till he have no peace at al! ; Then by the hiſ- 
ſing for the flie that is in the furtheſt part of Egypt, 
and the Bee that is in Aſwr, he figures the rp , 
of Heathens, or converting Souls that are far off, 
to bring them by his power tothe Hill of his ſalva- 
tion and ſhew them his glory ; and by their light- 
ing in deſolate and thorny places, the ways of God 
are figured out, which are deſolate places to the 


world, and thorny to the fleſh ; for the Servants of 


God mult live by Faith, contrary to the ſenſe or 
reaſon of man, and rejoyce in the croſs ; yet though 
they be poor and afflicted as a man that keeps but 
one Cow and two Sheep, they ſhall eat butter and 


honey z to wit, they ſhall be fed with the fruits - 
[ 


Op 
—— 


- Bibſtult Texts fy lfiiab? 763 


' the heavenly Canaan . even abound ia the fruits of 


the ſpirit, love, joy, peace,&c. which David calls 
the fatneſs of Gods houſe, wherewith they ſhall be 
ſatisfied as with 'tnarrow ; but he ſhall not enjoy 
this abundance of Butter and Honey in the fat pla- 
ces of the Land, to wit, in ways pleaſing to the 
fleſh ; for in thoſe fat grounds ſhall grow Briars & 
Thorns, that men mult come thither with Bows & 
Arrows; which fignifies,. that the man of God 
muſt be girt about with Armour of God, that he 
may overcome all Tempratioas of Satan and the 
World, and mortifie the luſts of the Fleſh ; bur he 


ſhall enjoy this plenty in the dry mountains of God 


even 1n the life of faith, for there ſhall be good 
husbandry there ; for our Saviour ſa:th, my Farker 
is a bushandman, and there ſhall be no Briats and 
Thirns there. The Servants of God are weaned 
from the Luſts of the Fleſh and Vanities of the 

world. | 2 | 
Chap. 8. Verſe 1. Moreover the Lord faidto me , 
to wit, though 1 have teſtified all the truth of God 
to you, yet the Lord hath yet more to lay :o you; 
for he bid me, take a great Roul , which ſtgnihes , 
he hath much ro fay z and I muſt write in it Afaher 
Shalalbaſhbuz ; wtuch is, make haſte to the prey, 
make ſpeed to ſpoyl, yox have refuſed the waters 
of Shilo that run ſoftly, to wit, you will not truſt in 
God , but in Kezzx the King of Aran and the 
King of 1/ael.; you will be Religious and pleaſe 
God By walking in the ways of mans wiſdom ; bur 
you muſt become a prey and a ſpoyl to yaur enemy 
firſt, for God will bring upon you the waters of 
the great River,the King of 4ſbur with I] his glory, 
&c, And be ſhalt treak into Fudab, and he ſhall over- 
Ee2 fi ow 
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Spirit ofGod is ſo intent by the Prophet to de- 
clare the myſteries of the ways of God that per- 
tain to Salvation, that in declaring the affliction 
that he brings upon the outward man by wars or 
other judgments, he ſtill intermixes the works cf 
God upon the Scul to ſeparate him from fir, and 
bring him to his heavenly kingdom ; therefore by 
his bribging the King of Aſhur upon them, forto 
correct them, by bringing them into diſtreſs; that 
they may return and ſeek unto him, as it is writter; 
Tn their ' afflift:on they will ſeek me early; he figures 
out the manifeſtation of his judgment upon their 
Souls becauſe of fin, that will arflit their minds, 
break their hearts, wound their ſpirits, ſo that 
they ſhall not have any reſt night nor day ; asitis 
written,a wound:d ſpirit who can bear ? for they find 
that ſin is gone over all their parts and powers, 
members of body, and faculties of Soul all enflavec 
to fin; therefore he ſaith, the ſtretching out of bis 
wings ſhall fill the breadth of thy Land O Emanucl;now 
Emanuel is the name of Chriſt, therefore he ſpeaks 
not of the Land of Fzaah, but of the heart, ſoul, 
and ſpirit , which is the Land that Chriſt ſhould 
rajgnin ; and as fin is ſpread over them all,ſo muſt 
the wrath of God ſeize upon all; -for by ſin and 
hypocrifie, not only mans natural Abilities are 
corrupted, but alſo his works, (which he counts 
righteouſneſs )) even his obedience to the word of 
God; as Prayer, Praifes, Faſting, Baptiſm, Re- 
ceiving Sacrament, and keeping Sabbaths , are 2ll 
hypocritical and abominable in the ſight of God; 
as JſraePs Fafts, Feaſts, New-Moons, Prayers, Cir- 
CUMIItION 
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cumciſion, andall were; and yet further, his faith, 
hope and charity, is np better rhan the faith of 
devils ; therefore the ſaith, ir hath fild the breadth 
of thy Land O Emanuel ;, therefore now he Preaches 
the Goſpel, which firſt calls out all che witdom ,, 
ſtrength, and rightecuſneſneſs of man,as in the grh. . 
and 10th. verſes, where he calls them, people of far 
Countries ;, for all are far off, that are not true Chri- 
ſtians; then the miniſtry of tke Goſpel ſeparates 
his people from all the world ; as Goats from the 
Sheep, Tares from the good Corn, that his people 
walk not 1n their way, nor make a League with 
them, nor fear their fear; (for their fear of God 
is ta!ghrt by the precepts of men) nor be afraid of 
them, (although they perſecute them grievouſlly) 
as in the 11ih. & 12th. verſes ; Then the Goſpel 
binds upthe hearr of man in the fear of God, as in 
the 13th, verſe, and then ſhews, that he is and 
will be to his people a Sanftuary, or holy place, for 
worſhip, and for refuge and ſafety, bur unto car- 
nal Profeſſors of Religion, as both 1/rael and Fu- 
dah and the Inhabitants of Fe-uſalem were, he will 
be a Stoneto ſtumble upon, and a Rock of Offence; 
and a fnare anda ner, and they ſhall fall and be bro- 
ken and be ſnared and taken. as in the 14th. & 1th. 
verſes: Then he gives a Charge, bind up the Law, 
ſeal up the teſtim2;,y among my Diſciples; as our 
Saviour chargeth his Difciples, caſ# not your holy 
tings to dogs, nor your pearls ro Swine ;, Alas, Alas 
for che wile and religicus of the world, well might 
Feremy wilh, his head a well of water, and his eies 4 
fountain of tears, to bewas! the hurt of his peop'e, when 
the Lord Jeſus the Prince of Peace and. Love, caſts 

them out-as dozs and ſwine, 2nd thanks the father 
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that he hath hid theſe things from then 5 In the 
t7th- verſe he ſpeaks in the name of the Church, 
I will wait. for, the Lord that %ath hid himſelf from th; 
buuſe of Faceb, and I w:ll look for him; The Believer 
waits, to wit, Believes in Chriſt alone, without 
a1y thing elſe,and is not weary : In the 18th. verſe, 
he ſpeaks in the name of Jelus, Behold 1 and thi 
Coi:dren whom thou haſt given me, are as ſigns and ut 
wonders 3n Iſrael! by the Lord of hoſts which awelleth in 
yrunt Zien to Wit, in his Church : even broker- 
hearted Sinners thar live by faith in Jeſus. 
ln the 19th. verſe, the Prophet admoniſheth the 
people of God, that makes no League with car. 
nal worſhipers,, nor walks not in their ways, &c. 
waen their neighbours that are in thoſe ways adviſe 
ar exhort them to hear their Miniſters, Q they are 
divine fay they ! no ſaith the Prophet, chey whiſper 
qnd murmur, they dare not [prak out, thiy cannit ſpeak 
plain'y, thry call the Churl liberal, 'and the niggard 
bountiful, they ſpeck the larguage of Aſhdvd, they have 
1.0: learned che lan uage of Canaan, they £41108 pro- 
nource Shibvoleth. Anſver them, ſhouid-not a pev- 
ple enquire at their God ? ſhould we go from the 
Fiving to the dead ? wewill go to the Law and te« 
{tzmony or Goſpe], if they ſpeak not accordingtso 
this word; to wir, if they condemn not all thatis 
of man, and him that truſty in it, ir*s becau'e they 
ace blind leaders. of the blind ; therefore if the ſoul 
be afflicted he may ſeek fromone form to another, 
and {fill bs hungry and famiſhed, and curſe the 
Ring and his Gods ; for he,thinks the Magiſtrates 
are in faulc that the. true, Religign is not. Taught , 
or his Teachers who are great Gods in his eſteem, 
are not zealpus enough to teach that doftrine __ 
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he accounts right, though they ſuffer never ſo much 
for it,for he looks high ; but when he looks down 
into himſelf, there?s nothing but trouble, darkneſs, 
rexationand anguiſh, ſo he is driven into darkneſ*, 
. Ferſe 1. This darknefs is not like other 
darkneſs or troubles that men ſuffer by wars or any 
more grievous afflitions , every affliction ſhould 
lead man to ſeek to God for help and comfort,but 
nothing will, but that darkneſs which God brings 
vpon the ſoul, by the diſcovery of mans ſinful na- 
ture, and then nothing can give them comfort bur 
he that afflited them ; then they cry unto the Lord 
in their trouble and he delivers them out of their 
diſtreſs, as David fays, for he ſends to them his 
word, even his living word, the Lord Jeius, that 
gives them life and light, that they ſee both their 
own darkneſs and his glorious light. | 

V.2, & 3. Then the people that walked in darkneſs, 
do ſee great lsght, the light ſhines upon them that awels 
in the Land of the ſhadow of death , even in 1gno- 
rance of themſelves & their ſinful miſerable eſtate, 
& of God & his everlaſting mercies, therefore now 
rhey ſpeak the praiſes of God and declare his won- 
drous works, Thou hiſt multiplied the nation but not 
increaſed their joy to wit, All thy multiplying of 
men, wealth, riches, *and every outward blefling, 
hath not brought their hearts and ſouls to rejoyce 
in thee, but they have rejoyced in thy gifts, and 
forgotten the giver; but now thou haſt ſent the 
Lord Jeſus, and they joy before thee as men that 
have got in their harveſt, and as Souldiers that have 
got the victory and divide the ſpoyl ; for they have 
got their Harveſt, the Lord Jeſus will be feo1to, 
them 1n the winter of affliction, and meat that 11- 


— 
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408 . An Expoſition of the 
duces to everlaſting litez and they have got the 
victory : For, 

Verſe 4. Theu haſt brik;n the yoak of their burthen, 
the ſt ff of their ſhouid.r, the rod of their oppreſſour ; 
even Satan, Sin, Hell, and Death, as in the day of 
Midtan.as then thou deliveredſt 1/-ael & leweſt all 
their enemies, the Mid:ianiies by Gideon, and he & 
his Souldiers had-nothing,to do but ſhout, the ſword 
of the Lord and G:d:gn; So row thy people have 
nothing to do bur ſhout the Praiſes of God and of 
the Lamb, fer, by .bim they are redeemed. 

Verſe 5. Surely every Baitcl of the Wartiour ts with 
confuſed noiſe and garments; ouÞd in bloud,but this ſhall 
be with burnwy:g and devour:ng of fire, tO Wit, with 
that power of God which js compared toa Refiners 
fire, whereby -he refiges or. ,-purifies all che Sons of 
Levi, as Malachi faith; that Baptiſm of Teſus is by 

fire andthe Holy Ghoſt , as Fohn Baptiſk ſanth, that 
fiery Tryal that ſhall come upon all Believers ; as 
Peter calls it. > 

Verſe..6. He gives the reaſon why this ſhall be 
by fire, . even becauſe Chriſt is given to us to be our re- 
decmer, for his work is to. make us new creatures, 
to take away the heart of ſtone, and to. give us a 
new heart, and renew a right ſpirit within us, to 

deſtroy. the. works of the;devil ; eyen all luſt and 
pride, and {elt-love, and envy; &g. and to work 
the works. of Gcd in us, even faith, truth and judg- 
ment ; and rhis he ſers forth by his great. names. 
Verſe 75. He teſtifies that he ſhall continue this 
Goyernment 1n Peace over them for ever, for he 
will give them a faithagainſt which the gatey of beli 
canyot prevail; therefore: neither ſhall the Devil 
pluck them cur of h;s hands nor deceive thetn, nei- 
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ther ſhall they fail through their own weaknels, for 
he will ſtrengthen 'them with might in the inner 
man, he will ſtabliſh their feer, and order all their 
g010gs. | 

Verſe. 8. The Lord hath ſent a word inzo Facob,and 
it hath lighted yon Iſrael; what is this? theſe two 
names belong both to one man, who was named 
Facob- at: his birth; but had the name of 1/rael gi- 
ven him by the Angel when he wreftled with him 
and obtained a Bleſling:: Therefore the one beto- 
kens man in his natural Eſtate, the other-betokens 
a man ſtriving to prevail with God for a Bleſſing ; 
therefore this ſignifies that the word of God, that 
reprovyes all the Luſts, folly and; vanity of mans na- 
tiraleſtzte, will alſo reprove all the hypocriſie of: 
mans Religion ; he will diſcover the unrighteoul- 
neſs of our holy things. * « .: * | 

Verſe o: & 10. Here he reproves them that they 
ſay-in the pride of heart, the bricks are fallen down, 
but we will Build with hewen ſtone, &c. which figures 
the price of Formaliſts in Religion, when they are 
any way convinced of the failing of their Form, ſo: 
that it fails their hopes ; preſently they joyn them- 
(elves to agother Form, and then no doubt but they 
ſhall perform all; thus-//-ae! beaurified themſelves 
and traverſed their, courtes upon the mountains to 
procure .love, but all in vain, for God hath mote 
enemies to {ct upen them. As, © 

Verſe 11, 12. Aram before, and the Philiſtims be- 
hind, to devour Iſrael with epen month ; which figures: 
Sin and Luſt within,and Satan, the World, and the 
Fleſh to ſet it on foot, eat out the heart, andas it 
were {ſwallow up all ; 'yer his wrath 15 not turned @- 
Way, Ce. | aq 

| Verſe 
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Verſe 13. For tbey turn not to him that ſmote them, 
either do they ſeek the Lord; Hence he declares 
judgment againſt them for their hypocriſie & Ido- 
Jatry, tothe end of the Chapter, and all in plain 
words; but yet by bryars & thorns he denotes the 
moſt high Profeſſors which always 2re ſharpeſt Re- 
provers of others, & higheſt juſtifiers of themſelves, 

Here alſo he proceeds on to declare their injqui- 
ties, and how he delivered them into their enemies 
power.hecaule Of their fins, and how Aſhur was his 
Rcd.till he cxalted himſelf againſt him, and boaftcd 
o: his own wiſdom and power ; then the Prophet 
1atermixes the judgments of God. againſt every hy- 
pocrite that truſts in his own conceited wiſdom & 
rizhteonſnefs, as in the 15th. verſe, and therefore 
threatens, _ - + | 

Verſe 16. tO 24. The Lord of hoſts ſhall ſend among 
bis fat ones leaxneſs.;, meaning by fat ones thoſe that 
cfteem themfelves righteous, and by leanneſs ſenſe 
oftheir fin and- miſery ; And his heart that gloriedin 
ys righteonſnefs and wiſdom, ſhall burn with fear of the 
burring wrath of God becauſe of his ſinfulueſs, for the 
Lord Feſus that holy one of Iſrael that gwves light totht 
Soul, ſhall be as fire and a flame. to deſtroy the ſins of tht 
fieſh; as bryars and thorns, for he baptizeth with the 


holy Ghoſt and with fire; this will conſume all his glo- 


y. for *» faith in Feſus all boaſting is taken away ;,and 
ho hee eng he was wiſer both for the comfort 
of his Soal and government of the body is become 
a fool ; and he that thought himſelf tout enough to 
bear the Standard, and hold out battel againſt Sa- 
tan and Sin, faints and lets his ſtandard fall, and is 
taken captive by Satan at his will ; and when he 


thcy 


locks upon all his fellows in profeſſion of Religion, - 


they are ſlain or taken captive, there is ſo few left, 
that a child may count them. Thrs 2s the mighty 
work of God, whereby he brings the remuant that ate 
eſcaped both of Profeſſors & profane to true fatth, that 
they believe Satan (that ſmote them ) no more, nor his lik 
that per ſmaged them they ſhould become liks God, ever 
wiſe in know: ng 2 02d aid evil, and rzobte 0145 4n doing the 
good 4nd. refraining the'evil by their awn care and dil.+ 
gerce. Bur they ſnallbelirue in the Lord Feſu: only,that 
be maybe the Lord theix righteouſneſs; bus there is bit 
4 very ſminll Yemnant that are thus ſayed;, though Pro- 
feſſor s be. innumerable as the ſand of the Sea, for the 
Lord Feſus hath his fan in his hand, he will throughly 
purge his floor ;, then mxch 15 the chaff and light corn, 
and ail the ſeed of weeds, arid all theſe muſt bc caſt into 
unquenchable fire ; the fire of hell,even the wrath of God 
that burns for ever againſt. ſin; ſo ſhall a great con+ 
ſur;prton be made in the midſt of the earth. 

o Verſe 24, I Jy 26,37» O my people that awelleth 672 
Zion, be not afraid of Aſhur ;, Here by way of com- 
forting H{ae/againkt their enemies the Aſſyrians,te 
encouragetn his Church againſt all afflictions, there 


fore he calls them Inhabitan:s of Zion, for though 


he corrects them as a loving father doth his ſon,yct 
it is but for a moment in his diſpleaſure that ne is 
angry with them for their fins, & with everlaſting ' 
mercies will he heal them ; and his wrath ſhall end 
1n the deſtruction of their enemies, as he did upoii 
Maiaian and upon Egypt; even the Lord himſelf by 
the Lord Jeſus who is his ſtrong hand and ſtretch- 
ed out arm, even his power and wiſdom to ſalva- 
tion, both of Few & Gentile, ſhall deliver his people 
from the burden of ſin, from the yoak of Satan; 
becauſe they are his anointed ones. ENTS oe of 
Ig 
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In the five next verſes he deſcribes the marchingy| 
and prevailings of the King of Aſhur,& the diſtref.| 
ſes of the places where he comes ; thereby figuring 
the power and ſubrlety of Saran, and the miſery he| 
brings upon the ſoul that 1s taken by his wiles; when} 
Aſhur comes to enter into the land of 'Fudah, or 
when Satan lifts up his hand againſt the mount of 
the daughter of Zo; then the Lord will'cut off the 
bough with fear,and all of high ſtature, & the thick} 
Places of the foreſt, and Lebanon ſhall have a migh-} 
ty fall; whereby is figured, that every one that is 
high minded; and thinks himſelf wiſe enough, and 
ſtrong enough to reſiſt the temptations : of Satan, 
ſhall be overcome ; but they. that are *hambled in} 
ſeeing their own weakneſs, ſhell be faved by faith 
in Chriſt, in whom alone is. trength and*wiſdom 
for our ſalvation, as is declared in the following 

Chap. 11.Yerſe 1. But there ſhall come a Bud ont of \ 
the flem of Jeſſe, a branth ſliall grow out of his root: This 
is he ro whom all the Prophets give witneſs. tha 
Whoſocver belicves in hims ſhall be-eſtabliſhed in the fear 
of God, and then they need not fear any thing elſe, thi 
gates of hell ſhall not prevail. avain(# th-m , no, uf Iſrael 
bad trufled him, Afhur could do nothing againſ# them. 

jr. 2.105. Whereof he renders a reaſon,” For 
the ſpirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon him, a ſpirit of miſ- 
fiom and power. and of the fear of God-, and this ſpirit 
reſts alſo upan them that believe in him, for God 
= the ſpirit of his Son into their hearts, there- 
oreare they wile in the fear of God. Then the Pro- 
pher ſhews, that-his judgment is nor like mans, for 
he jadges nat by ſeeing or hearing, bat acccording 
to. that ſecret iniquity that is in the heart, which 
the hypocrite caunot hide from him; then 'by _ 

at 
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and [ps underſtand the word of truth, which isthe 
ſword of the tpirit ; & by earth & wicked, underſtand 
all earthly mindedneſs and hypocriſie, which he 
deſtroyeth in truth and faithfulneſs. 

Verſe 6. Here the Prophet falls on to Preach the 
Goſpel mightily, where by wo!f and leopard & lyon, 
he figures out the cruel herce bloudy minded , by 
lamb & calf ,the ſervants ofGod regenerated or con- 
yerted by Jeſus, become young and tender, eaſily 
yielding to the fear of God, that live by ſucking the 
ſincere milk of the word ; and this is his power to 
make all the ravenous company like unto them, & 
torejoyce in their company, for he is the little child 
that leads them. Perſe 7, & 8. This holds forth 
the ſame work, In the 18th. verſe by the ſucking & 
weaned child underſtand, the Chriſtian newly rege- 
nerate or elder, by the Aſp & the Cichatrice, under- 
ſtand the devil, by playing upon,watching and oppoſing, 
that as the exerciſe of children is play, ſo the. exer- 
ciſe of a Chriſtian is to keep continual watch, and 
to fight againſt the temptations of Satan. 

Verfeg. In this verſe by mountain of Gods holineſs, 
underſtand the life of faith, for there ſhall none 
hurt nor deſtroy there, for they that live by faith , 
are full of true knowledg of God,for they bear the 
glory of Gcd in their earthen veſſels. Ia the 10th. 

11th. 12th. & 13th. verſes, he ſets forth the power 
of Jeſus to convert and to purifie the hearts of all, 
both Jew & Gentzle by faith, that they ſhall live in 
unity together, all hatred and every fleſhly [uſt be- 
ing ſubdued, which is an Expoſition of the 16th. & 
17th. verſes Perſe 14. But they ſhall flee upan the 
ſheulder of the Philiſtims towards the Weſt, and ſpoyl 
them of the Eaſt, Fdums and Moab ſhall be the ſtretch- 


ng 
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ing out of their hands,and the children of Ammon ſhal 
obey them. This is not ſpoken, of victories that 1/4: 
tl ſhould have over theſe nations, but of the vidte- 
rious outgoings of the Goſpel in converting ene- 
mies as the Ph:l:tims were, and haters as: Edom waz, 
and inceſtuous perſons as Moab & Ammon were ; & 
in the 15th. verſe he adds the conyerſion of Egyy 
as the greateſt work of all, which requires power 
to ſmite Aus in his ſeven ſtreams, which agpils, 
*more man hath to confide in of his own wi 


convert him,for all that is of man muſt be deſtroyed 
that man may receive the kingdom of heaven as: 
new born child,which hath nothing'but ſin & ſhame, 
as Ezelzel holds forth, or elſe he muſt never enter 
therein. And-he concludes that he will make a high 
way for all theſe Converts, as he did for ac! out 
of Zeype,for he hath conſecrated a new way through 
the vale; to wit, by crucifying the fleſh with all its 
luſts, that the ſoul may live by faith. 
The 12th. Chap. contains nothing but the prai- 
ſes of God by theſe Converts,for they cannot ceaſe. 
Chap. 13. Verſe 1. The Burden of Babel ; He that 
Reads this Viſion and takes it to be a Prophecy of 
a deſtruction upon Babel or the Babyloniaxs for their 
ſins, finds nothing by it , but a thinking that they 
were more wicked then he, and ſo eſteems himſelf 
better in the ſight of God and contemns them ; but 
he that remembers Babe! was the City and Tow! 
which men were building,whoſe top rhey intended 
ſhould reach to heaven to ſeat themſelves wirhGod, 
let him conſider what he is intending in all his moſt 


holy actions,whether he intend not to attain a place | 


in heaven, yea let him conſider whether that inti- 
quity 


| dom &|- 
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quity be not in his heart, which Dame! calls the abo- 
mination of deſolation ; and ſaith it ſets it ſelf above 
all that is called God in heaven and in earth, which 
js no other but mans righteouſneſs according to 
the Law without the regeneration ; or if he look up- 
on the Babylonians as great enemies to //r acl, let 
him conſider whether he be not in a zealous Form 
of Religion, a perſecutor of the true 1ſracl cf Ged, 
that worſhip not God in any Form bur jn ſpirit & 
truth; and if he find himſelf in any of theſe condi- 


| tionsas a Babylonian, then may he read God in. his 


faithful judgments, executing his juſtice upon his 
havghty mind ; which is figured by lifting up a ſtan- 
dard upon the high mountains,and entring into the 
gates of the nobles, for it is his high mind & proud 
heart that God wil} viſit,and the fanRified & migi« 


ty ones of God that rejoyce in his glory are the mi- 


niſters of the word of truth, that preach the word, 
not as Rules or Leſſons for man to leatn Holineſs 
by, butas a battering hammer and a burning fire, 
and a double edged ſword,that divides between the 
marrow and the bone, and ſearches out and diſco- 
vers the iniquity of all the ſecret intentions of che 
heart, the noiſe of a multitude, a tumultuous voice, 
a great hoſt of many people came from far , whom 
the Lord numbreth, figureth the crv of our'con(ci- 
ence, which is as a thouſand witneſſes againſt us 
when the Lord hath awakened it, & ſetteth all our 
miſdeeds in order before us, the weapons of his 
wrath is the manifeſtation of his judgment againſt 
ſin, for that makes every word of God pierce 
threugh onr ſouls like a fharparrow. which made 
Fob cry , the wounds and arrows of the Almighty flick 
Joſt in me, this it the day of the Lord this i; the poxring 
Out 
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out of his fierce wrath, that makes all the Land waſte & 
deſolate that man lived in. for he lived and hoped in hi 
own righteouſneſs and wiſdom ;, T hus doth God bring 
Sinners out of it, for in this dav neither ſtar nor 
planer, nor ſun nor moon, to wit, neither law,word 
nor promiſe can give any light, or bring any com- 
fort to this ſcul,for the Lord hath brought his wic- 
kedneſs upon him, to bring down his proud heart; 
thus doth he make man more precious than gold, 
for thus God ſhakes once more, not only earth, but 
heaven alſo, which ſignifies the removing of all 
things that maus heart truſted in, as the Apoſtle to 
the Hebrews expounds it. And thus the ſinner ſhall b 
4s a chaſed doe or as loſt ſheep that 10 man taketh up, 
ven whom no man can comfort but the Lord Jeſus only, 
who ſeck:th and ſaveth the loſt ſheep ;, &c. Thus every 
one that is found, to wit, whole iniquities God dif 
covers, is ſtricken through ; and he that joyns him- 
ſelf, to wit, he that fights againſt God and his peo- 
ple (as the helpers of Babylon did) by confidence 
in his own ſtrength ſhall fall by the ſword, even the 
ſword of the ſpirit; which is the word of truth: 
The deſtruction of their children, raviſhing of their 
wives, making their houſes deſolate, ſignifies depri- 
ving them of all earthly comforts, that they can 
take no pleaſure in all their enjoyments,becauſe of 
the wound and deep affliction of their.ſoul becauſe 
of ſin: Andthe deſtruction of Babel the glory of 
kingdoms, the beauty and pride of the Chaldears, 
that it be a lodging place for nothing but fearful 
ſpirits of the night and darkneſs, and of wild beaſts 
and birds of prey, figures out the hypocritical reli- 
gion wherein all that glory and count it beautiful 


and are proud of it,thart know not the ——— 
0 
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of the ſoul by Jeſus, therefore ir is the habitaticn :f 
fearful ſpirits, a cage of unclean birds;aden cf 
filthy beaſts, for they that live in it never were wa- 
ſhed by the Holy Ghoſt, never were ſanCtified and 
juſtified in the name of the Lord Jeſus and by the 
ſpirit of 'our God : He: I-fay that thus reads this 
Chapter as finding his own ſoul as a Bzbylonian,and 
falls down-under the judgment of God, all his pride 
and high thoughts will be -pulied down & brouy ht 
into ſubjetion unto the obedience of Jetus, then he 
that fmote him, will heal him and make. him purer 
than the fineſt gold,& give himeternal life through 
Chrift : But he that finds not himſelf a finner, br 
juſtifies himſe;f and condemns others, or at leaſt 
thinkshimſelf berter than others, he lives in ſecu- 
rity,kindles a fire out of his own ſparks, he may lie 
down in forrow, for his ſoul is the Receptacle of 
theſe night-ſpirits;filthy beaſts & ravenousb.rds even 
of luf! s,pride.envy,C* all manner of iniquity far ever 
' Chap. 14:V. 1. The Lord w:ll bave conipaſſion on 
Faceb, to wit, man in his natural eftate; and will zer 
chuſe Iſrael, to wit, man that prevails with God by 
faith in Jeſus, and cauſe themto reſt intheir own.land,, 
to wit, the land that God hath given'them.. olit of 
which he hath driven Sinners & Idolaters,: even to 
hve by faith in Chriſt, for no unclean thing ſhall 


Todg there; every Idolatrous hypocrite 'is driven 


from thence, for their works are hy pocrifie. & their 
faith is of the devil;they believe & tremble ; and the 
ftranger ſball joyn himſelf to them, and ſhall cleave to 
the houſe of Facob. To wit, he that finds himlelf a 
ftranger to the covenant of G-:ace, ſhall hunger af- 
ter the compaſſions of God. | | 
V. 2.The people ſhall receive them and bring them to 

he houſe of the Lord; to-wit, the Miniſters of the 
Fi word 


"IF 
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word of truth, for Jelus hath made all Gods people 
Kings & Prieſts unto their God, & theſe bring ſtran. 
gers tothe houſe of the Lord, to wit, they teach 
that God will have compaſſion upon all that ſeek 
unto him in their trouble. for a broken heart and troy- 
bled ſpirit is the only ſacrifice well pleaſing to God, So 
ſhall they be received 2s Servants of the Lord. 

And they ſtall take them priſoners whoſe, ſervants they 
were, and have rule over their opp effors ;, This figures 
the Chriſtian crucifying all the luſts & affeCtions of 
the fleſh, and mortitying his mind to the follies and 
vanities of the world, to which he hath been miſe- 
Tably captivated ; that though he knew that the 
judgments of God were righteous againſt them 
that did ſuch things, yet he not only did them, but 
alfo had pleaſure in them that did them. 

Yer. 3.t0v..11. Here the Prophet figureth (by 1]: 
racks rejoycing over Babel when the Lord had d:liverd 
bim the Chriſtians great triumph over his hypocri- 
rical religion Whereunto he was captivated, and by 
the whole. world being at reſt and ſinging for joy,is 
meant, all they whom God hath broyght to the 

.knowledg of the truth, fo likewiſe by the Fir-tre 
& Cedars of Lebanon,is ſignified Believers, who were 
hewed in-pieces by the many great burdens that 


were upon them, for they toyl'd as in the fire for | 


vanity ; By hell movid for the raiſing of the dead for 
thee, even all the kings of the earth, is ſignified that Sz 
tan is the Author of this carnal Religion,as our Sa- 
viour told them, that they were of their father the 
dev | for he raiſeth the dead, even all that are not 
quickned by Chriſt, he cauſech to play the Hypo- 
crites in ſtrong Forms of Religion, and to deny the 
power ; yea he makes Kings to eſtabliſh this Religi- 


on 1n all their dominions, when they or any of them 
are 


| 
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are. made ſenſible of their own fin, they admire 
tharthis Religion,which they relyed fo much gpon, 
and to which they:were all ſubjet, ſhould be as weak 
as they, when they perceive it ſo rotten as the cor- 
rupted carkaſs covered with worms, they cry O Lu- 
cifer ſon of the morning how art thou caſt:do f- ont 
keaven; T his figures out the Drago» caſt''out of 
heaven by Michael the Arch-angel, to this:Religion 
which man looks upon as the day-ſtar that-brings 
light unto them is caſt down by Jeſus, bat-in then 
that know not him, it aſcends into heaven,even 
makes thembelieve thar it is from heaven and will 
make them righteous and holy like God, it made 
the world: like a wilderneſs even void of the true 
knowledg of God ; zt opened not the houſe of the priſo- 
ner, it brought none out of captivity to Satan and fiÞ. 
Ver. 18. All Kings of the Nations ſleep *1n glory, 
eviry one inhis own houſe ;, to wit, all whom Chriſt 
hath made Kings to their God, reſt with-God, this 
is the right. houſe to the believing ſoul, bur thou art 
caſt out of thy grave as an abominable braiith, '&c.thus 
by all the enemies of //7ael is figured this formal re- 
ligion which is always in great enmity unto the 
truth ; as Bavel & Aſher &-Paleſtina were to [ſracl, 
and therefore as by their deſtruction he figares the 
downfall of this formal Religion, ſo by the'ſalvati- 
on of 1/#ae! he figures the conſolation of Believers; 
therefore he ſaith, for the firſt-torn of the poor: ſoall be 
fed and the needy ſhall lie downin ſafety theſe do not 
ſignifie 1/-ael after the fleſh, but poor broken con- 
trite ſoulgg which are the true 7/rae! of God aftec 
the promiſe,” as Paul teacheth.1 Þ ; . 

_ Chap. 153, & 16-Theſe two'Chapters are concer- 
ning Afaw, which was one of' the ſons of Lox born 
of his owa dmghter which is __ lacelt, & _ 

| | Fi2 ts 
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ted a moſt; abominable wickedneſs that a man agg. ! 


womg: ſhall joyn together in marriage or without, 
whoare within the degrets: of kindrediforbidden; 
& Ammon:was his other fori born of his other dzugh- 


leſs" they. were-inſtructed' in the knowledg of the 
worſhyp and ways of-the true God, yet turned to 
Idolatryi;-& belidzs when-1/rae! camerout, of Egypt 
wearied and tyred in the long and dreadful wilder- 
neſs; they would not ſuffer them to paſs throvgh 
their-landyfuch were'their iniquities z-yet the Lord 
would not-then deſtroythem before {/r4e/.fs he did 
other nations, becauſe thoſe were not the land pro- 
miſed; and becauſe he had given thoſe kingdoms tg 
the children of Tt, for though they:were wicked, 
yeBrhedLord remembred righteous Lot and would make 
known hs anercy to a then generations of them that 
love bim;;Yet now the Prophet ſheweth that their 
deſtri&ion is at hand ; therefore now. he that rea- 
deth this Prophecy and confidereth himſelf an abv 
minable {tnner as Moab, even from his birth and 
conception, as David did, and therefore faid;m ſw 
was I concerved. gn imquity was I brought forth, though 
David mas not the Sort of laceſt ; and likewiſe ſe 
eth himſelf an Idolater and living in a formal Reli- 
-giom,” even in hypocriſie, and thereby, an enemy to 
the true God; let him confider thaugh he enjoy 
amany and; gteat. mercies" and bleſſings in. the Earth, 
. thoſt are from the free mercies of: God; who tan- 
: ſeth hs Sarits fine upon good and bad; and that this is 
the; patience and long ſnfferance of Gl, -and the 
goodneſs of God not leading «him to Tepentance, 
his:judgment and puniſhment will be more fierce, 
which the Prophet figures here by his zhreatnings 
againſt Moab ; And thefefore Councels, + 


Chap. 


| 
ter, which: came to be two nations,& though doubt- | 
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Chap.:16.F. 1.” To ſew 4lamb tothe Ruler ur the 
world; to wit, offer thy ſelf both body ſoul and Tpi- 
Tit, in denying thy ſelf chy being hard & ſt ny as 
the rock of a wilderneſs that thou truſt no more, 
that any good can come from ir, bur” believe in 
Chriſt, that lamb of God, that t. krs away the ſins of 
the world, that thou miſt live in the mnitainof the 
daughter of Ziow. Ver.2.to 13. that thy own wiſdom 
may be as a bird that flies awav, as a nelt for!ak'n that 
tho maiſt be:councelled by the ſpirit of God roex cute 
Judgment, to WIt, to mort;fie rhe fleſh and All rby fieſh!y 
members, which are, forncatiar. pie env; $cove- 
rouſneſs, which 18 Idolatry ;, and ib; ſhadow under which 
thou dwell:ft;, to wit, faith in Cariit, way be as the 
nighr in the mid-day, tO wit, a m; ſRtery to them that 
are without, hid from all the wiſe and prudent of 
the world, that thy oniy delight may be in the true 
Iſraelite, that is chaſed away and fled' from all the 
Pleaſures of the fleſh, and all the ways of man, from 
which I have made them fuzitives, and have baniſhed 
them, that they may reſt and find a covert wwch thee as 
with a brother, in the faith and fear of God; that all op- 
preſſion and extortion may be far from thee, and the 
throne of mercy ſet up in thy heart, as in the tabernacle 
of David ; and all pride, arrogancy, and lies may be 
driven. away, then ſhall the Prophet. even every true be- 
liever mourn with thee, when thu art weatied of thy 
high places, even of that Religion wherein thy mind was 
lift: d in pride, and thou flieft to thy Temple to pray and 


not to Feſus th: Temple of God, and therefore prevails gat 


ſo all thy glory and great multitude that followed I1o- 

latry, hypocriſie, and lies, is contemned, and a ſmall fee- 

ble remnant 1s preſerved. 

C3. 17. ver, 1. to 14. The King of 1ſrael being 

joyned with the King of Syris againſt Fudab, the 
Ft 3 Prophet 


-- * 
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. Prophet joyns them together and calls-it, the Bur-| 


.  denof Damaſeus, ſignifying as the judgment of hes, 
.then:ſh Idolaters js, fo ſhall the judgment of hypo- 
critical Profeſſors be from the Lord, for ke will make 


them of acity aruinous hesp, and where they duelt ſhal| 


be a deſolate place where fiocks of cattel may lie withow 
adiſturbavice; and their fortification and kingdom and gle. 
ry ſhall be caſt down a1. d impoveriſhedyſo that wh:re they 
had rich harveſts asin a fat valley, there ſhall be but a 
a gieanirg of grapes after the Vintage, or two or three 
olives in the upmoſt boughs, or four or five in the high 
brarches after the ſhohing ; by all which he figures 
out the work of God in the ſouls of his people, 
- whereby he caſts down all their confidence in their 
ownſtrength, wiſdom, riches, or righteouſneſs, and 
ſhews though they are a numerous people, yet they 
are but few in whom this work is wrought, as two 
.or three in a City. four or five in a Countrey ; but 
theſe few ſhall look to their maker, the holy one of Iſra- 
el, to wit, ſhall truſt in him and his free mercy; & 
not to the works of their own banas, as Altars,Groves, 
cr Images; to wit, whatever they do in an outward 
Form of Religion, for their cities or dwellings ſhalbe 
in the furſuk; n boughs and branches; to wit, in faith & 
fear of God,which the ten T ribes of 7/racl did for- 
fake when they followed Feroboam to worſhip golden 
calves at Dan and Bethel,which though they leemed 
pleaſant, yet they were ſtrange Plants for 1/rael to 
ſet, to wit, to put their truſt in; who had ſeen o 
many wonderful teſtimonies of Gods goodnels, 
mercy,and power ; therefore in that day a man makes 
that Plant to grow ad the ſeed to flouriſh as in one'mor- 
712g; to wit, truſts in his own conceited Religion, 
and the great holineſs of it; for it flouriſhes faſt as 


corn ſown upon ſtony ground, but when the Harvell 
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comes, that they ſhould reap fruit of it for everlaſt- 
ing life, there is deſperate ſorrow, for the root is 
rottenneſs and the ſeed is duſt : And though they 
are mgny that follow thiscarnal Religion, and per- 
ſecute the Servants of God, raging and roaring like 
the Sea, or like many and mighty waters, yet God 
ſhall rebuke them.and make them like chaff before 
the wind, or a light round thing before the whirl- 
wind ; this ſhall be their portion from God that a- 
venzes the cauſe of his ſervants, who though they 
have trouble in the evening, in the morning it 1s 
gone, their trouble is but momentary as it were for 
an evening, bur their joy is life everlaſting, a mor- 
ning that ſhall have no end. | 

Chap. 18. Yer. 1.t0 7. Oh the Land ſhadowing with 
wings which is beyond the Rivers of Ethiopia ;, what 
Land is this ? the Prophet names it not, ſurely it's 
ſome ſtrange land that hath no name, it is no part 
of Erhiopia , as the margin gives it, for he faith it 
is beyond the Rivers of Erhzop:a ; the laſt verſe a- 
greeing with the ſecond, ſhews what it is principal- 
ly, it is a Preſent brought unto the Lord ; whence 
is it brought? the Lord hath gathered it out of all land's 
faith David; Pſal. 107. Ethiopia and Seba, and T e- 
141 and Dedan, and Pull and Lud, &c. ſhall bring 
their ſons ard daughters unto thee ſaith this Prophet 
Therefore our Prophet faith, zt #5 a nation ſcattered 
abroad and ſp:yled;, and how ? not by ſword of their 
enemies, that ſpoyls men of their goods, but by the 
{word of the ſpirit even the word of truth, that 
ipoyls them of all their own wiſdom and righteouſ- 
nels, to make them poor and lowly in heart, and 
therefore he adds, that they are 4 terrible people from 
their beginning, even hitherto; to wit, after the Lord 
begun with them to lay the foundation in truth, he 
Ff4 digged 


- 


>4 +; An Expoſition of the | 
- diggeddeepthar itmight not be Jayd upon the ſad 
but.gpon che Rock, be made his judgments known| 
againſt all fin and hypocriſie,he exalted his law to he 
a ſearcher of the heart and ſecret parts, todiſco} y1;r 
ver all the wicked devices & intentions of the heart, 
as Paul ſaith, he me:ts them as a bear robbed of bur 
whe!ps., ard tears in pieces the very canl of the heart, yea the 
he tears them in picces as alyon or abear, even dayand| fait 
mght, as Hezgk:ab ſaiih, thus by little and little are of ti 
they tredden under foot ; the flouds have ſpoyled | hat 
their land, even the flouds of Gods wrath againſt } wil 
fin hath pull'd down all carnal confidence, wherein pe 
they lived , that they may be broughce to the place F hir 
of the name of the Lord of hoſts Mount Zion;to| jg] 
wit, that they may be Gods people which live by is | 
faith in Jeſus; therefore he calls ic a Laad ſhadow- | #hs 
ing with wings, for they live under the ſhadow of | ani 
the wings of Gods mercy, even under the defence | thi 
of God againſt Satan and Sin ; and he ſaith it is be- | he 
yond the rivers of Er-opia, for all the Riversand | th 
great Seas of Ethiopia could never wath away their | m 


blackneſs; to wit,mans own righteouſneſs could ne- di 
ver remove any fin, it is engraven in his heart, as Pt 
with a point of a diamond ; but the river of God e- | fo 
ven his free grace,waſheth & rinſeth rill he have ta- ſo 
ken away all his uncleanneſs; for # teacherh to deny k 
all angodlineſs and every worldly luſt,this is beyond the t 
rivers of Ethzopia ; there live the Blackamoors, the t 
Taunymcors and the like, but here ſh:1] no unclean e 
thing come; Ambaſladors are ſent by the Sea to a 
them, in veſſels of Reeds upon the waters ; towit, 1 
the promiſes of God go ſwiftly as in light Veſſels c 
to their ſouls to comfort them, when the waters of \ 
ailiction are upon them. | | I 

Ver. 5. All ye the In.jabitanti o the world and anel- 


lers 


wo 


Difficult Texts ift Uaiah. F&5 
lers in the earth, ſhall ſee when he ſetteth ap a ſign «you 
the monitains, when he bloweth a trumpet ye ſhall hear; 
Here he ſbeweth the work of God, to make the 
blind to ſee and the deaf to hear, for man that lives 
in worldly wiſdom and earthly luſts, can neither 
hear nor ſte the things ofGod, for they are hid from 
the wiſe and prudent of the world, as our Saviour 
faith ; yea Saran hath blinded their ezes, leſt the light 
of the G ofpel of Feſus,ſhould ſhine upon them ſaith Paul, 
but God w1ll ſet up a ſign upon the mountains, to wit, 
will L;ft up the Lord Jeſus, as Moſes lift up the {er- 
peat” in the wilderneſs, that whoſoever believethin 
him ſhall not periſh but have everlaſting life; for he 
is life, and that life is the light of men, ſo when he 
is ſetupin their hearts above all other things,then 
ſhall chey fee; and when he bloweth the trumpet, 
and makes the houſe of 7/rael to know their ſins, & 
the houſe of Judah their tranſgreſſions; to wit,when 
he by his Law makes knownthe unrighteanſneſs of 
their holy things, even of their baptiſm and facra- 
ment aud ſabbaths, and faſting and prayer,and rea- 
ding and hearing, then ſhall they Hear,for ſo He o- 
peneth the ear and turneth the heart to diſcipline; 
for the Lord teſtifieth that he will reſt even uponthe 
ſouls of his people,and in his tabernacle ;, to wit,in bro- 
ken and contrite hearts, in whom he hath choſen 
to dwell ; ſhall be as a heat drying up therain; to wit, 
the Sun of conſolation to wipe all tears from their 
eies, and as a cloud of dew in the heat of Harveſt, 
a cool refreſhment in the burning drought of afflit- 
10n; for even. before the Harveſt when the flower 
of the Corn is faln,and the ſeed is ripening, to wit. 
when they expected profit of their own wiſdom and 
righteouinels, then the Lord cut all down and rook 
all away root and branches, to wit, nes all 
rneir 


A426 _ An Expoſition ofthe 
their ways to be Hypocriſie, and left it to the foul, 
of the mountains and beaſts of the earth, even ty 
earthly carnal minds, that are ſtil delighted t9 
feed upon it. 

Chap. 19. Yer. 1. The Prophet calls his Viſion; 
Burden, although it is a moſt neceſſary and comfor. 
table DoCtrine, becauſe it is a burden to the fleſh. 
ly mind, becauſe all the confidence thereof is de, 
ſtroyed, and the wiſdom is confounded : And noy 
he. comes to the butden of Egypr, even of the naty 
ral mind, for every one there isas ignorant of God, 
as Egypt was ( therefore Paul ſaith, man that is boy 
of a womun knoweth not the things of God) & as much 


*an enemy to the people of God as Egypt ; as Pal, 


ſaith, He that 1s after the fleſh hateth him that 15 aftn 
the ſpirit ;, theretore the burden is, Behold the Loi 
rideth upon a ſwift cloud, and ſhall.come into Egypt, an 
the Idols of Egypt ſhall be moved at his preſence, andih 
heart of Egypt ſhall melt in the midſt of ber ; Man' 
heart lives in ſecurity by nature, fearing nothing 
but thatall ſhall be well with him, he ſhall be ſaved 


either by the mercies of God, or becauſe of his | 


works of Holineſs, or ſome thinks there?s no ſuch 
thing as either Heaven or Hell, God or Devil, 
ſome thinks, that though there be a God, yet he rc- 
gardeth no ſuch thing as mans doings upon earth, 
orſome never thinks at all of it ; however, everj 
natural man cries peace, peace, to his Soul, though 
he walk in the way of his own heart adding into 
fin; therefore when the Lord manifeſts his judg- 
ments upon them,it is ſaid to come ſwiftly and ſud- 
dainly, and violently, and powerfully , as it is hol- 
den forth very frequently in Scripture by many 
Similies, 4s a thief in the night ; or ſorrow upon a we 
manin travel , and firſt it deſtroyeth the Idols, even 
whatever 


| 
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whatever man had confidence in, ſo that it makes 
mans Heart melt within him.. | ; 
Verſe 2.to 16. Secondly, it ſets a man againſt 
his Brother, or neighbour, and city againſt city,for 
Chrift come; not to ſend peace on earth but a ſword; 
Thirdly, 5 makes their ſpiPit fail;confounding all their 
wi/dem, and the wiſdom of all their Teachers, tor their 
Teachers are their great Idols, and Sorcerers,and 
Southſayers, deluders of their ſouls ; Fourthly, Ic 
lets them know that cruel Lords rule over them ;, even 
luſt, pride, and a mighty king, even Satan the God 


_ of this world, the Spirit that Rules in the hearts of 


the children of diſobedience. Fifthly, Ak that hath 


| been their defence or riches , ſhall yield no comfort to 


them, for the Sea ſhall fail and their great River Nils, 
and all its ſeven (treams, and all reeds and flags, and 
graſs, and all their fiſhers, and workers in flax, and 


. makers of nets and ponds, &Cc. even all that the car- 


nal mind puts confidence in. 

V. 11. Surely the Princes of Zoan are fools, &C. 
By theſe is figured Teachers of Formal Religion 
that teach men to glory in their own wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs, and teach Kings to eſtabliſh' a Reli- 
gion ſeemingly Holy, and foto think themielves 
wiſe and honourable,that they have ſet forth a right 
Order of Religion, and ſo are nurſing Fathers to 
the Church ; and never teach them, not tojudg at- 
ter the outward appearance, but to judg righteous 
judgment, for the only King of the Church is the 
Lord Jeſus ; who judgeth not after the ſight of the eies 
nor after the hearing of the ear ;, and the only nurfin 
Fathers of the Church are the Miniſters of the _ 
of truth, for they beget them through Jeſus & they 
miniſter unto them the ſincere milk of the word ; 
they are ſure to be their fathers that beget _ 
an 


4:3 © An! Exrpolitiorr'of the 


and nurſes that feed them-with pure milk, & they 


-unto their God. But by theſe falſe Teachersth; 
Lord hath'mingted among them a ſpirit of errors, 
for theſe are the miniſtggs,of Satan thar lying ſhi. 
rit, whom he makes like 'miniſters oi light, and 6 
deceives the world, fo that they err in every work, 
they can do'no work that is good, neither the auy. 
cient and honourable man which is the head, nor 
the Prophet which teHeth lies which is the tail; 
they are all gone out of the way, they are altozetherhe- 
come abominatle in their doings. 


F. 16. to 23. But inthe day of the Lord they ſhalh 


"like fearfal women under the hand of God, to wit,Golf 


-will pur his fear intotheir hearts, that'they my 


ſerve the Lord in fear,& rejoyce in him with tren-| 


bling as David councelleth; and they ſhalt fear astn 
land of Fudah or the true Iſratl of God becauſe the lmi 
hath determined this conrcel' upon” tt, even to eſtabliſ 
#hum in the true faith and fear of God. Thus a remnant 
of Egypt as it were five cities, ſhall ſpeak the languaz 
of Canaan, to Wit, ſhall profeſs the worſhip of tie 
true God ; whereof one ſhalt be called the city of deſtr- 
&10n;to wit, a very ſmall remnant of theſe Profef 
ſors ſhall be the true ſervants of God ; for many «t 
called but fewchoſen : and they ſhall be hated by al 


the reſt and accuſed to deſtroy all order,& zeal, &| 


religion, and ro teach a licentious doctrine. But for 
theſe few ſake, Egypt ſhall not be deſtroyed, but"the Al 
tar of the lord ſhall be there, even the true worſhip of 
God, for they ſhall offer themſelves body ſoul,and ſpit 
z1nto the lord, this 15 a ſtrong pillar to uphold them, an 
a faithful teſtimony of their truth, and they ſhall pray 
God to ſave them from their oppreſſors ;, even from $6 


tan and ſin,and |.e ſhall ſend them a $.viour, agree 
l ; man, 


are kings, for Jeſus hath made them kings & Prieſ 
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man,tven the lord Jeſus.} be ſhall do it; ſo ſhall Egypt 


| worſwp God in truth, when be hath ſmitten aud alſd bras. 


led them;to wit ,ceſtroyed «ll (in and hypocriſie &: given. 
the true knowiedg of God: & faith in Cbreſt unto them: 
Y. 23, 24, 25. Then fſhallgþere be a path'from Egype 
to Aſhur, to wit, the lord atſe or redeem to himſelf a. 
few out | of Aſhar, after tþ: ſame manner as hs did out: 
of Egypt. ſo ſhall they be joyned together, and both joy-: 
ned'to the Lord ;, aid'1/rael the third withihew as a 
Bleſſing #n the midi of 4 lard; towit., all new Converts 
ſhalt bowarr and rejoyce to ſee the truziſeryants of God'; 
And the Lord ſhall give them @ great bleſſing for he ſhall 
own. "tem ſaying, Egypt and Aſbur 1s the mork of my 


| bands,,and 1/rael mine inheritance, ſo are they brought 


intd the' Covenant of grace, where be ſaith, they ſhaltbe' 


| my propleimd [ millbe heir God, 


Chap. >0:v. 1: to63Here the-Prophet is comman- 
ded, to:go naked and bave footed, for ateſtimony that: 
the King of Aſher whavhad overcome the Phili/ts7hs 
& taken Aſhdcd, ſhould alſo overcome Ethiopia and 
Egypt, in whom the land of Fxdza truſted,”& carry 
them away captives:old and young, nay-and bare. 
fooreg;that the people of Judea might be aſhamed 
that they truſted in thoſe that were not able to fave 
themlelves,whereby'is figured that God will diſco- 
ver the weakneſs and: uaprofitablenels of all things 
that iman truſts in, that he may make ff aſhamed, 
that be hath trufted in vain things that cannot help hin 
bis defireſs, and to truſt in the Lord. 

. Coap: 21. 0. 1. The Burden of the aeſart Sea, in the 
mindof: man that is void of the fear of God, is a fea 

of srxquity.and it is de{art or deſolate, becauſe the 

ipwit.of God is not there, there is no grace in it ; 
but it's a dwelling place for ſpirits of darkneſs and 
unclean birds, and filthy beaſts, even for allmannec 


430 An' Expoſition of the | 
of luſts as hath been ſhewed, before. therefore here-; 
in he Prophecieth againſt many nations and preat,| 
becauſe that ſuch a mind is in them all, andthe hur.| 
den upon them is as the whirlwinas in the South uſet 
paſs in the wilderneſs, ſo ſhall it come from the. horii 
ble land; The whirlwinds 1gnifie the power of Gol 
the wilderneſs ſignifies the heart of man in-his nx 
tural eſtate, the horrible land ſignifies, the judgmen 
of God againſt. fin, ſo that it plainly ſhews, tha 
when God makes his power to be known to mat, 
of what nation ſoever , he brings judgment-upa 
him becauſe of fin ; man teaches that God: will-< 


this except He pray and confeſs his fins, and'leaw} 


eff iniquity, and unleſs He repent and believean 
the like, He ſtammers and ſpeaks not plainly; bit 
the Truth ſays, al fleſh have corrupted their ways;au 
therefore the Lord will ſearch the heart and tryth 
reins, and diſcover the very fountein of their ſins, ant 
ow the unrighteouſneſs of their boly things; think 
att b, L SHYDY 5.22 
\y Ver. 2.t0 6. A grievous Viſion was ſhewed me, « 
Tranſgreſſer againſi a tranſgreſſor, and a d:ftroyr « 
gainſt a deſtroyer; One {inner againſt another, the 
Prodigal againſt the Covetous.,the Profeſſor againl 
the Pcofane, one Hypocrite againſt another; 1 cex 
ſed to weep or be ſorrowful that the judgments 
God ſhouMEofie upon them, for thar is for their 
good ; but my loyns were fill'd with ſorrow, yea my heat 
fail'd for very ſorrow that men ſhauld be ſo-wickedit 
perſecute one another, and ſo blind to account it gedlint| 
They ſay prepare the Table, even for the multitude ;10 
Wit, afibls. to wit, remember all your leſſons and 


precepts, and rules and inſtructions, let them bes | 


your meat and drink O Princes, to wit, ye ſtrong 


Profeſlors ariſe, anoynt the ſhield, that ye may be 
Pet. 


ready to reſiſt Satan & ſin. 


Jer 
lit hu 
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fully 
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and h 
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re"; 
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Ver, 6.to13. The Lord ſaith, go ſet a watchman, 
l.t bim declare what he ſeeth , Theſe are falſe tea- 


| chers, ſer a true Miniſter that will declare faith- 


fully what they do, and he ſaw a Chawot, a conple of 
horſumen, a Chariot of Aſſes, and a Charict of Camels 
and he hearkened diligently with much heed ; Firſt he 
ſaw men, provided with all wiſdom and power to 
reſiſt the wiſdom of God in their double zeal and 
double Holineſs; then he hearkened diligently what 
would be the end of it, and he cryed a lyan my Lord,the 
Lyon of the Tribe of Fudah 15 riſen againſt them: 1 
keep Watch and Ward night and day, 1 fo greatly 


| deſire to know the end ; And behold bere cometh a 


Chariot of men,a couple of Horſemen, they make bold to 
fight againſi the Lyon,and whit is the end of theBattel? 
He ar.ſwered and ſaid, Babylon 1s fallen, 1« fallen, and 
all the graven Images of her Gods hath he broken down 
to the ground; The Lord Jeſus hath prevailed and 
deſtroyed all the Forms of Religion, about which 
they contended. © this is my threſhing, and the Corn 
of my floor ;, to wit, this is the end and benefit of 
my Prophecy to bring men from Idolatry and eve- 
ry falſe Religion, unto the Lord Jeſus ; and I have 
ſhewed you that which I heard from the Lord and 
nothing elſe. 
 V.11. The Burden of Dumah ,, ora Viſion for 
the Sons of Eſau, whoſe young the Bleſ- 
ſing and Birthright, but the time comes when he 
ſhall break his yoak from him, if ye will ask after 
this time from morning to night ; Inquire, retern, 
andcome; its not ſeeking after a time; bur if ye 
will, to wit, if God hath made you a willing peo- 


_ Ple, its the day of his power, it's the appearing 


of his grace ; return and come, you have gone out 
after ſtrange Gods, after earthly profits, and fleſh- 
ly pleaſure, return and come. Fer. 
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Per. 13, 14. The burden apanit Arabia, 11 the F4. 


reſt of Arabia ſhall ye tarry all night; to wit, man will 


abide among wild beaſts, even !uſt, folly, and vs. 
nity ; all the @me of his ignorance of God, Hej 
a Son of darkneſs, and not. a child ef light, there. 
fore defart Foreſts are his delight where the Heath 
grows, which: neither Sun-nor Rain profits. But 
now the Lord calls on theſe, O Inbabitants of Idy 
med, remember your father Tſhmacl had periſhed, bu 
that the Lord gave bim water, when he locked upon yur 
mother Hagars affiittion, and bring watcr to the thit 
fiy and prevent him that fleeth with bread, even then 
ho flee from the drawn ſword and fromihe gricuouſn| 
of war ;, Towit, live by thefree mercies of God.hj 
which your Father was preſerved.,and eſteem highl 
of the judgments of God, even that ſword that 
drawn againſt iniquity, for it is of more worth rhan 
fine gold, and feeter than the Honey-comb ; for 
the Lord hath appointed out a ſhort time wherein 
all your glory ſhall fail, and your ſtrong Archen 
ſhall be few, that you may truſt no more in the am 
of fleſh, the ſtrength or wiſdom of man, but in the 
hving God. 


Cap. 22.4,1,2,3.T he burden of the Valley of Viſun, | 


"The valley of Viſion is the people of God,to whom 
He hath ſet is Prophets with true Viſions early 
late, yet there's a burden for them, He hath ſome- 
thing againſt them; why art thou wholly gone up int0 
the houſe tops; to wit,, why glarieſt thou ſo much ths 
thou alone art the peeple of God? why thinkeſb thou of thy 
felf above what is meet? what ha#t thou to gloryof twh 
baft thou that thou haſt not received ? this thy noiſe and 
brute and rejoycing is net good, thou ſbalt be pulled dom 
and ſlain, but not by ſword ner in battel; All th) 


| Princes, to wit, Thy higheſt Boaſters , thoſe 4 
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thy ſtriteſt Set or Form of Religion ſhall flee 
tozether from the how; the arrow of the 
Almighty fhall wopnd them; for they ſhall be 
bound that they cannor, eſcape ; all that ſhall be 
found glorying as thou , although they glory that 
they are fled from far, to wir, that they have turn - 
ed from great prophanenefs or much wickedneſs to 
the profeſſion of Religion. 

Verſe g. Therefore the Prophet refuſeth to be 
comforted, he will not ceaſe weeping, he is lo per- 
plexed That there ſhould be ſucha ſtarring aſide in 
the people of Ged, that when there was. trouble 
upon them from the Lord, 

Verſe 5. They cry unto the mountains to hide them 
from bis wrath, even to their high conceited Reli- 
£10n, and turn not to him'that ſmote them, thaf 
he may heal them. ' | | 

Verſe 6. And when the enemies came intotheir 
Land with Chariots, and Horſemen, and Armies, 
and verſ. 7. ld their valleys, and fer themſelves 
In array againſt the gate, then, verf. 8. They look- 
ed to their Armour, and vey/. g. and repaired the 
breaches of the walls, and providedto have water, 


| and the like; they did all things ver/. rc. thar wit 


and policy led them toz wverſ, 11. but: locked 
not to the maker thereof, had no reſpett ro him that 
formed it of old. 

By all this is figured that when the Lord leaves 
them open to rhe enernies of their Souls, eien 
Satan and Sin,. then, wer/. 12, they fa!! tro S-cri- 
hces, and Prayer, and Faſting, and all the exer- 
ciſe of 'Religion, , zsSit is written, Jn their aff 5- 
ton thcy will ſeek me early; but its but a ſhew, 
the heart is not ſo; for he then cal's ro weeprog an4 
G E | bala.eſs, 


\ 
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baldneſs, and girding with Sackcloth, but behold jo! 
and. gladneſs, eating aud drinking, and ſaying, u| 
1071 ow we mujt die, putting the evil day far of, and] 
jearing the true Prophets that told them, The ws} 
ges eo Sinis Death. Butthe Lord heard this, and} 
iald, | 

Ve: ſe 14. Surely this iniquity ſhall not be purged a- 


w-y'till ye die. Ye your ſelves ſhall know thar thef 
wages of ſinis Death ; not the Death of the body, 
for ye ſhall live in the body, to feel a more biitterk 


Death than that, even anzuiſh aad bitter perplexi- 
ty of Soul becauſe of Sin. 

In the latter part of the Chapter he propheſieth 
the removing of Shebra the Treaſurer from his Of. 


fice, as a man of low degree, that the Chariots of | 


his Glory ſhall ve a diſcrace to his Lords Houſe; where. 
by he figures placing confidence in any thing be- 
low Chaiſt ; for it would not be to the Glory of 
God, that any but he ſhould ve our Saviour ; and 
then he propheſfies the placing Eliakim in his Of- 
fice; by whom he figures Cariit ; for he attributes 
{uch Glory to him as belongs only to Chriſt. 
Chap. 23. The Burden of Tyrus. This was a great 
Mart; for many Nations came thither to vent or 
exchange Commodities; ſo that prophecying its de- 
ſt:v-tion, he ſhews that Tarſliſh, and Zydon, and 
Egypt will greatly lament the loſs of it ; whereby 
is figured out the carnal mind with all its wiſdom 
and righteouſneſs, this is the great Mart that all 
Nations, all prophane perſons, all earthly world- 
lines, all Idolaters, all Hypocrites, all carnal pro- 
feſſors meet at, to vend or change their Commo- 
Cities ; all woald have eaſe, peace, plenty, plca- 
lures, riches, honours and praiſes of ſon, 
whic 
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which are commodities the carnal mind hunts af- 
ter, and trafficks in, but the Lord of Hoſis hath 
decreed to ſtain the pride of all fleſhly Glory; to 
bring to contempt all theſe things which are ſo glo- 
rious with all earthly minds,and when he converts 
2 Soul, ſhe is forgotten for ſeventy years, a Cer- 
tain time, but then ſhe returns to her wages, and 


commits fornication with all the Kingdoms of the _ 


Earth, for all wouid joyn Religion and Pleaſures 
of the fleſh, and praites of men together ; but her 
wages ſhall be holy uito the Lord; for more-ſhe al- 
lures to the world, more will the Lord wean them 
from it, that they ſhall defire to lay nothing in 
ſtore, bur be ſuficed with Meat and Cloathing. 
Chap. 24. Here by the Earth and the Inhabitants 
made empty and waſte, Prielt and People all alike, un- 
derſtand the work of God extolling the Law in the 
hearts of men, and diſcovering earthly minded- 
neſs in all; and where that is, they /ive with- 
out God in the world, they have not Jeſus to give 
them life and light, therefore the Prieſt cannot 
preach him, he is a dumb Dog, he cannot bark, 
the people have ſtopt their Ears like the deaf Ad- 
der, they cannot hear. They have not the Spirit 
of God to guide them, nor his Grace to teach 
them to deny all ungodlineſs, and to live godly, 
Cc. therefore are they all like a deſolate wilder- 
neſs, that hath nothing but weeds, bryars and 
thorns growing in it, and wild beaits and frightful 
Spirits inhabiting it, though there he never ſo gla- 
riousſhewsof Religion, ir deceives men, for its 
like Corn that hath no meal in it but duſt. - This 
15 the City wherein is left deſolation, and the gate 
imitten with deftruttion ; for whoſoever enters 
| G# 2 Into 


aa : 
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not upon them, they are a City of Vanity. 


Be 


Into it, its to.the deſtruCtion of his' Soul, - for they 
tranſgreſs the Laws, they change the Ordinance, 
l for God hath ordained that nothing that is of ma 
ſhall ſtand, bur Jeſvs ſhell be'all in all to the Soulf 
of man; but they. will either do all themſelves 
and. make their works- meritorious, or elſe they 
will joyn ſomething with Chriſt, either Works af 
Opinions, cr ſomething in man ſo neceſſary. 
without which he cannot be ſaved ; therefore the 
Wine faileth, for Jeſus the true Vine is not there, 
there's no mirth, for the-joy of | the holy Ghoſt 


When it ſhall be thus in the midlt of the earth, 
there ſhall be a few among the people as the ſha. 
king ofan Olive tree, or a few grapes when the 
Vintage isendegd, this is an uſval Type with this 
Prophet, to fignre the people of Ged, who ſhout 
for the magnificence of the Lord, to wit , with| 
humbled Sou's give praiſe to God that he hath cal 
down the pride of mans heart, and taught himto 
deny himſelf, even to forſake all his Luſts, and to 
ave no confidence. in his own wiſdom cr righte- 
cuſneſs, .but to helieve in Jeſus only to ſalvation, 
and to righteouſneſs; and tv' acknewledge and 
admire the grearneſs and freeneſs of the Grace of 
God ; and there ſhall be found of theſe in all Na- 
tions and Iſles of the Sea that thus magnihe the 
Lord and his Mercies, .yet are they ſo few, that 
tine Church cries, my leanneſs, my leanneſs, wo » 


And the Prophet complains again of the great 
and grievous wickedneſs of men, and ſets fortl 
the Jugdments of God upon them by Fear, & Pit & 
Snare,By Fear is meant want of the fear of Gud;for 
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| they that fear not him, fear all things-elſe, to wir, 


want, and poverty,. conſenage, and cppxreſſion of 
men, and appearance of Gods Power, as T hun- 
der, and Lightring, and ,Storms, and, War, & c. 
in all which the righteous man is couragious and 
bold as a Lion. By the Pt, underitand deep and : 
deſperate wickedneſs, the Hezrr fo hardyed, and 
the Mind ſo blinded, that man lives in ſecurity, 
neither regarding God nor. Devil ,, Heaven nor 
Hell. By the Szare, underſtand Hypocrifie; for 
if man eſcape this careleſneſs,. and turns to Reli- 
gion, if it be not by the Grace of God, and power 
of Jeſus, he falls into Hypocrifie ; thus mans earth- 
ly mind reels to and fro, &c. but.che Lord will wiſit 
the hoſt above that is on high, the Kings of the earn, 
even thoſe whoſe hearts are _lifced up as . Kings, 
and they ſhall be ſhut up as priſoners,” to wit, con- 
cluded under Sin and Death., till the Lord viſit 
them in mercy, and then ſhall their light ſhine 
brighter than Sun or Moon, for the' Lord ſhall 
reign in them as in his ſervants of old. 

Chap. 25. In the ſecond Verſe underſtand by C:- 
ty, 4 flrong City, mans confidence in an external 
ſhew of Religion and Zeal, and his own obedience 
to the Scriptures ; for its that which 1s the Palace 
of ſtrangers; tor ſuch are ſtrangers to the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and in whom God throws it down, 
they will never-build it up again, 

Perſe 3. In this, by a wighty People, underſtan4 
the Pegple of God, for they are mighty through 
Faith in Chriſt, even againſt Satan, Sin, Hell and 
Death ; and by their C;ty, underſtand Feruſal: m 
from above, even the free Grace of Ged, where- 
by every Believer is what he is; and tele only ſear 
the Lord , for Ge} Frſc 
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Verſe 4. He was a'ſtreiigth an refuze unto theit 
Souls when'.chey were poor and needy, and th 
blaſt of their mighry-enemies was but as a blaſt 
gainſt the wall ; ant he bath brought down all the 
Noiſe and their Song, even all their Glory to thf 
Daft; 
| Verſes. By this Mountain , underſtand Riill th 
freeGrace of God; by all People, underſtand ti 
Servants of God gathered out of all Nations. jj 
a Feaſt, the Lord Jeſus; by fat things, and refind 
Wines, forgiveneſs of. Sin and SanCtihication of th 
Soul, &c. 

Veaſe 7. By Covering and Vail, underſtand care 
lels ſecurity andcarnal Religion; for one ofthek 
covers 8ll- X:.- 2M | 

Ferſe 8. By deſtroying Death, underſtand then 
tural eſtare wherein man lies dead in Sin. 

Verſe 10. By Moab, underſtand any or ever 
Sinner, whom the Lord hath choſen to Salvation; 
by Tireſbing, underſtand convincing them of thei 
Sin, and making it ſo grievous a burden to them, 
that their very heart is broken with it, wherebyt 
brings down all their pride, to wit, their highcot- 
ceit 'of their own holineſs, and caſts down the 
height of their walls even to the duſt, that man 

'may have nothing to glory in but the Lord andhis 
free Mercies. [0-0 

Chap. 26. In the fifth Verſe , By them that dwel 
01 high, underſtand Hypocrites, and by their Cn), 
Hypocriſie, In the fixth Verſe, by the poor an 
needy, underſtand the people of God, who are gri- 


ly poor in ſpirit, and needy, to wit, wanting the] 


help of God; for they are not able to keep theit 
own Vineyard; by treading Hypocriſie down __ 
| their 


" cher fect, underſtand their abhorring of their own 
{ Righteouſneſs and form of Religion which once 
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they admired ; as Fob abhorred his own Soul, and 
Paul accounted that Loſs and dung which befc re 


| heaccounted his gain. 


In the 13th. Verſg, By Lords beſides thee have had 
dominson over us, uWrſtand Luſt, Folly and Vani- 
ty, and Satan, by them. 

In the laſt Verſe, by the earth ſhall diſcloſe ber 
Hood, and ſhall no more hide ber ſlain, underſtand, 
that by Gods power upon the Soul man ſhall con- 
feſs all his ſinfulnefs, and play the Hypocrite no 
longer. 

Chap. 27. By Leviathan and the Dragon , under- 
ſtand all the inventions of mans Heart to make 
himſelf righreous without the Regeneration , as 
Solomon Calls it; God hath made man righteons, but 


| behath found out many inventions ; Paul calls it the 


Wiles of Satan ; for it is thar deceit of Satan where- 

by he would ſtill teach man to become like God 

in wiſdom and righteouſneſs : So by Sea, under- 

ſtand the Sea of Iniquity and Hypocriſie that is in 

= Heart of the natural man, by the deluſions of 
atan. 

Verſe 8. In the Sch. Verſe, By Gods blowing with 
his rongh wind in the day of the Eaft-wind, under- 
ſtand the revealing of Chriſt in man; for he is 
compared to the dawning of the day, and to the 
Sun, and to the Day-ſtar ; therefore his coming is 
calPd the day of the Eaſt-wind ; for all theſe are in 
the Eaſt, and his coming is rough to the fleſh ; for 
he hath his Fan in his hand , and will throvghly 
purge his Floor; he cometh to Judgment to pur 
out al the light that is in man,to turn his wiſdom ta * 

GS 4 folly, 
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folly, to reprove ſharply all Hypocrites, and pro. 
nounce woes unto them, and ler them know that 
they are the Chiidren of the D-vil, and that they 
will do his Luſfts : Expoſitors of Scripture expound 
by Leviathan and the Dragon to be underſtood the 


- ther lo man thinks that's xjght , man eſcapes; 
thus he put the evil day far + but its the Devil 
in the heart of man], for there? no time of viſiting 
the Devil with a rough wind, to wit, in Judgment, 
for he lies under Judgment for ever , whatever i 
ſyoken of Time, concerns man. 

Virſeg. By Stones of the Altar, underſtand al 
the ſtrong foundations that man hath to proye his 
Religion to be the true Worſhip of God ; as to 
' Frove it by Scripture, wherein he perverts the Scri- 
Pture, which 1s the ſpiritual Word of God, to 
confirm his carnal doings. 
Secondly, He will prove it by Reaſon, and his 
Reaſon is the Wiſdom of the world, which is foo- 
Tiihneſs with God, and the wiſdom of God foo- 
Iiſhneſs to it., By Groves and Images ,, underſtand 
all Forms of Religion; for all muſt down when 
that Eaſt-wind blows, even when Chriſt comes ; 
for he is the power of God, and the form is againf 
the power: therefore he will contend with it in all 


the branches thereof, to wit, in every form of | 


Religion, but yet in mealure, to wit , that the 
ficſh be crucited, and the Soul faved, tit all that 
js - man may þe pulled down, and Chriſt ex- 
aitcd. | | 
' Verſe 10. By defenced City and Habitation under- 
fland Hypocriſie, and by the Calf that feeds on it, 
and lics there , underſtand the natural man in his 
fooliſhneſs, ſatisfied with forms, and denying the 


«- 
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powet ; therefore the Propher ſaith, they feed on 
bat] Aſhes inſtead of Bread. | 
ey Verſe \1. By a People of no_ underſtanaiug.,, is 
nd} meant” Hypocrites, who are the wile and prudent 
the } of the world, and live in their own wiſdom, and, 
reject. Chriſt the wiſdom of God, therefore God 
vil their Maker will have no mercy on them. 
ng Verſe 12. By the Lords Threſhing from River to 
River , underſtand working his work in his Ser- 
is |  vantsthroughout all the world, calPd Threlhing ; 
becauſe by that work he ſeparates his people from 
all | all the wicked, as Cord is ſeparated from Chaffe, 
is | and ſo gathers his own ane by one. _. 
to Verſe 13. By the great Trump, unWgſtand the 
ll. Miniſtry of the Goſpel; and by A4ſharand Egypt, 
to all that are ignorant of the true God ; for its for 
want of true knowledge that all worſhip Idols, and 
ls periſh from the right way. 

0- Chap. 28./erſe 1.By Ephraim underſtagd all wor- 
” ſhippers of God after the wiſdom otwnan : By 
d the Crown of pride, underſtand the ſtriftelt way of 
n worſhipping ; for pride in Religion is the higheſt 
; of all prides, puffs up the heart of man moſt: By 
| Drunkgrds , underſtand ſtri&t Profeſſors, who are 


[l ſo beſorted with their conceited holineſs, that they 
f | haveno feeling of any burden of ſin, or want of 
e Gods mercy, bur are prided in making a ſhew, of 
t ſorrowfor ſin, and of praying much to God; and 


(- by Head if the Vally, underſtand their hearts, that 
are as wild and high ſpirited as fed horſes, or as 
men overcome with wine. 

Verſe 2. Bythe Lords mighty ftrong hoſt, tempe*# 
of hail, and overthrowing wh: lwind , underſtand 
the Judgments of God againſt fin , not Armies of 

we: 50 men, 
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men, but: by his power , handing the Law upon 
their hearts, for its only that which overthrows , 
loſſes, and croſles, and wars, dearth and plague 
trouble men, and they fret, and grieve, and com- 
plain how finful the Nation is; but this over- 
throws not. Every one lays the blame upon others, 
but when Judgment comes from God upon any 
Soul, that his Sin is fo great, that he is forced to 
mourn alone, and to weep bitterly, then he cries 
with the Prodigal, 1 have feuncd ,* 1 have ſinned, 
This treads under foot the Crown of pride, and 
makes the the glorious beauty like a fading flower. 

Verſe S. Shen will the Lord Jeſwn be a Crown of 
Glory, ani Diadem of "Beauty to his Servants ;, and 
Verſe 6. will give them a ſpivit of Fudgment , to dit- 
cern betwixt that which is of God, and that which is 
of his own corrupt Nature or deceived heart, -and 
ſtrength to overcome all the temptations of Satan 
and Sin, that they enter not into his heart. 

V er}. 7.8. By ſtrong Drink and Wine , under- 
ftand mens ſtrong and high conceits of their own 
wiſdom and righteouſneſs : By Prieſt and Prophet, 
underſtand all Teachers, that teach the word of 
God after the wiſdom of man : By their Tables, 
underſtand all their whole Doctrine that they feed 
their hearers with. By filthy Vomit , underſtand 
the Word of God, and all Ordinances corrupted 
with the wiſdom of man, fo that there's nothing 
clean. 

Verſe g. By thoſe that are weaned from the milk, 
and drawn from the Breaſts, underitand the Ser- 
vants of God that art ſeparated from all worldly 
wiſdom, or teaching of men, and that they fay 
not a League to whom they ſay a League, tO ys 

that 
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that they worſhip not God in their way, nor fear 
their fear ; for they reach for Dottrines the Tradsti- 
615 of men, though drawn from the Scriptures , 
their Fear of God is taught by the precepts of 
men. | 

Conſider the next four Verſes, for they are the 
greateſt Curſe that is in all this Book of God, 
though generally preach®d, and expounded, aud 
holdefi forth by Teachers, and received. by Hear- 
ers for a Bleſling. . 

Verſe 14. By making a Covenant with Death, and 
an Agreement with Hell , underſtand man. crying 
peace to his Soul, by confidence in hj ligion, 
that no Judgment of God ſhall befal hMF, for he 
thinks that' he keeps Covenant with God, and 
walks in his way ; but alas he builds without a foun- 
dation. 

Verſe 15. This holds forth the foundation that 

God lays, even Jefus, that tried, precious Corner- 
ſtone, and Faith and Patience the effect of it. 
'-In the remainder he ſhews the work of God in 
the, heart of man, that firſt brings Jugmeot and 
Curſe upon him, and takes away all his vain con- 
tidence, ,and brings a terrible ſcourge upon him 
mght and day, making him know the ſtreightneſs 
and ſhortneſs of all his Religion, and exhorts him 
to hearken and conſider that this is the right way, 
by the example of the Plowman, that breaks all 
the ciods, and makes it even before he ſow his 
Corn, and how Corn is threſht or beaten out be- 
fore it be made into bread. | 

Chap. 29. Verſ. 1 and 3. By Altar and Lambs, 
underſtand allmans Religion ; as alſo by ſtrangers 
and ſtrong m:n, underſtand every thing that man 
puts 


aah4 {An Expoſition” of the 


puts-confidence in, and not in the Lord ; and by 


Thunder, and Whirlwind; and T empeſt, and deyour- 


3ng fire, underſtand Judgments. of. God againſt Þ 


Hypocriſie, and all formal:Religion ; but in 
Verſe 5. By Altar, underſtand the Lord Jeſus. 


Verſe 9. By' thay are blind ,- underſtand: falſe | 


Teachers, againſt whom, and they that are taught 
by them, is all ſpoken to the 17th. Verſe. ' 
Lerſe 17. By Lebanon turned into Carmel, under- 
ſtand the ſame as by a wilderneſs turned into a fruix- 
ful: field;; and by Carmel, counted as a Foreſt, un: 


derſtagd:the ſame as by a fruitful field into a barren 
wir aj wit, the carnal mind, that is not ſub- 
ject ro ME Law of God, nor can be, made obedi- 


enthy Jeſus, who js the day of Gods power, and 
the Hypocrite thatfabounded in all external works 
of Religion, confounded, and all his righteouſneſs 
diſcovered to be abominable iniquity. The. for 
mer of theſe is manifeſted in the 18th. and 19th - 
Verſes; and the latter in the 2oth, and 21th. ver- 
fes; ſo the work of Grace ends the Chapter ; for 
all Bzlievers are the true' 1/-ael, the Children of 
Abraham according to the promiſe- 
Chap. 30. Here the Prophet pours ont woe (as 
our Saviour did) upon Hypocrites, that profeſs 
to worfhip God, but truſt in their own ways of ho- 
lineſs which they have choſen , ſetring it forth by 
J/ract traſting in Egype for help againſt their ene- 
niies; {omen truſts 1a his conceited Holineſs to 
defend him from Satan and Sin; therefore he tells 
them rherr ſtrength rs to ſit fill; for as Moſes ſaid at 
the Red Sea, Stand ſtill and ſee the Siluation of God 
to ſtand ſtedfaſt in Faith and Patience, waiting 
cn God, is the ſyreſt way of Vittory over all Enez 
mies 


Z 


mies ſpiritualand temporal... But all the Chapter 


following ſhews that this is not ſpoken to the peo- 


ple of //rael that were then, and their State, but. 
it belongs to all Nations of the world, that all 


- may know the way of life and peace is by Faith in 


Jelys, andghat every one that hves not therein is 
accyrſed, and the wrath of God is upon him but 
Godebrings Judgment upon his people ſharply, 
that he may bring them to feek unto him, and he 
may bave mercy upon them ; for when he hath 
brought them to exalt bim, he. wall have compaſ- 
fon.on them, and then they ſhall caſt away their 
Idols of ſilver and gold, to wit,- all the righteoul- 
neſs that formerly they eſteemed as pure as filyer, 
and *folid as, gold, they fhall account as loſs and 
dung. | 

Then (faith the.-Prophet) will God pour ont all 
Bleſſings upon him, and all that he hath ; and there- 
fore he ſpeaks as of temporal Bleſſings; yet by 
them1s figured ſpiritusl Bleſſings, the Gifts and 
Graces of Gods Spirit ; and by freedom from ex- 
ternal evil, is figured freedom from Saran and Sin z 


' forthe people of God muſt not be freed from ex- 


ternal evils, but exerciſed with them, 'much to1n- 
ure them to ſufferings for the trial of their Faith, 
and exerciſe of Patience, and-that they may be 
perfected through ſufferings,- as the Lord Jeſus 
Was. 

Verſe 25. And upon every bigh Monntain , and 
everyhigh hill fhall be rivers and ſtreams of water in 
the day of the great jlanghter, when the Towers ſhall 
fall. Here by Towers, underſtand the high efteem 
that man hath of his goodneſs and holineſs ; and 
therefore he calls ir the day of the great ſlaughter, 
becau!e 
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becauſe the Lord Jeſus then deſtroys all the work. 


ihgs of Satan in the heart of man, whereby man i 


lifted up in his mind, and teaches him to be mee 
and lowly in heart, as he was; and by River, 
underſtand the joys and comforts of the holy 
Ghoſt ; and by high mcuntains and hills, underſtand 
the mind, and heart, and ſoul of man, that is 
barren of all goodneſs by Nature. 

From hence is the great and abundant mercig 
of God to the Souls of his people held forth ſome. 
times by figures, ſometimes in plain words, with 
the-power of the Croſs to crucife the fleſh with 
all its.luſts, figured. by the deſtruction of Aſbur; 
which is maniteſted;-for that: he ſays i: ſhall be de 
ſtroyed by the voyce.of the Lord: for by the wordot 
the Golſpe], which is ſharper than a double edged 
ſword.is the fleſh crucified ; and he concludes, that 
as theſe fiery Trials, or great ſufferings are or- 
dained for his people, ſo Hell is ordained for all 
others, from which the King, the moſt Sovereign 
_ on earth, cannot eſcape, figured by Tv 
pher. 

Chap. 31. The vety ſame things are holden forth 
- In this Chapter ; therefore he ſaith, | 

Verſe 8. Aſhur' ſhall fall by the ſword, not of 
man, to wit, the fleſh with all its luſts ſhall be 
crucified , but not by mans wiſdom, zeal, or holi- 
neſs, bur by the Voice of God, as before. 

Chap. 32.From the beginning to the ninth Verſe, 
he declares the glorious Kingdom of Chriſt in the 
fouls of his people, and how total an alteration 1s 
wrouzht in them in all their ſences, as hearing, ſce- 
ing, &c. and in all their members and actions; 


and Je declares his great Blzſlings in the 15th youy 
| an 


_ 


; 


and to the 
15th. he, 

1eachers, 
they care r 


fatthemſe 


upon then 
comparito! 


helds, and 


ſhall grow 
houſes of J 
Doctrine 1 
jpyce exce: 
forth all ez 
neſs and 
therefore 1 
Chap. 53 
Ifrael agai! 
(tory to th 
er againſt 
nouſly ſett 
glory of hi: 
whom he n 
Balways 1 
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Chap. 34 
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the. deſtruc 
for therein 
believers, t 
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tecauſe H 
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God in he: 
la che 
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nd to the end; but in the gth. verſe, and tothe 
15th. he, declares his Judgments againſt falſe 
Il eachers, under the name of careleſs women ; tor 
they care not for the ſalvation of Souls, but for to 
atthemſelves ; therefore he ſhews his Judgments 
upon them, and men that are led by them , by 
compariſon of deſtroying the crop of pleaſant 
nelds, and fruit-yines, that Thorns and Briars 
ſhall grow upon their Land , and upon all the 
houſes of joy in the City of rejoycing, to wit, their 
Doctrine is pleaſant, and they and their hearers re- 
jyce exceedingly in it, and its fruitful in bringing 
tocth all external and hypocritical ſhews of holi- 
neſs and. zeal; but its but Brijars and thorns : 
therefore the end of it ſhall be utter deſtruftion. 

Chap. 33. Under the figure of giving Yitory to 
Ifracl againſt Babylon, here js figured þis giving vi- 
Cory to the Soul againſt the fleſh, or to the Belic- 
x againſt ttie Hypocrite; where he exceeding glo- 
nouſly ſetterh out the unſpeakable riches of tae 
glory of his Grace ( as 'Paxicalls it) to Believers, 
whom he names Zzon and Ferr/alem, and by Zion 
Balways underſtood the Church of God, which 
Paul calls Feruſalem from above. 

Chap. 34. Under the Figure of deſtroying all 
Nations that were againſt 1/rael, he ſetteth forth 
the.deſtruction of all carnal Forms,of Religion ; 
for therein do all Hypocrites contend againſt all 
believers, the true //racl of God, therefore he faith, 

Ferſe 4. All the boſt of heaven ſhall be diſſclved 
ecauſe Hypocrites count themſelves a heavenly 
xople, yea ſet themſelves above all that 1s called 
God in heaven or carth, as Dariel faith. 

la che Cloſe of the ſixth Verſe, he _ 
The 
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The Lord hath a great ſlaughter in Fam, tg 
wit, of the enemies of Believers; for Edom waz 
the elder Brother of Facob, he was in great wrath 
and envy againſt Facob ;, fo had the Elder Brother 
againſt-the repentant Prodigal; he brags he hath 
done all the Father commands. So Iſhmael was 
elder Brother tor T/aac ; ſo are all that are doers of 
the Law after the fleſh, haters of them that are 
after the Spirit ; but God will deſtroy them, or 
*the pride of hearts that they have in their Holi- 
neſs; for this is that Unicorn that muſt come down, 
the Heifers and the Bulls that muſt be ſlain ; and 
their Land, to wit, hypocrifie, fhail be the habita- 
tion of Night-Spirits, as Zijmand Jim, and rave- 
nous Fowls and filthy Beaſts, to wit, of all fleſhly 
_ Luſts; for Hypocrires are ſome proud , ſome co- 


vetous, fome whoremongers , &c. and Religion | 


1s. the covering for all; but God will rent it and 
{weep it away with the beeſom of deſiruction, to 
wit, that none of his Servants ſhall poſſeſs it; for 
he hath given ir for a poſleſtion to thoſe filthy crea- 
tures for eycr. 

Cap. 35. This is even 42" Song of Joy for the 
great Mercies of God to his people; for that he 
makes them flouriſhing, and fruitful, and ſeeing, 
and hearing, and underſtznding, and "ſuffers none 
of theſe Night-Spirirs, ravenous Birds, nor ilthy 
Beaſts, to wit , no fearfulneſs zor fleſhly Luſts a- 
mong them. 

From hence to the 4oth. Chapter, is the Hiſtory 
of Hezek/ab, and his teſtimony of the mighty work 
of God upon hisSon]. 

Chop. 40. Here is the great Commillion to all 
Mwiſters of the Word, that they preach the Go- 


——_— 


pel, | 
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ſpel, glad Tidings, a wordof comfort in due fea- 
{on to broken hearts, they are the only real peo- 

le of God, and this is Bread to the Soul, and the 
Childrens Bread muſt not be given to Dogs, to 
wit,no glad tidings,no comfort to Hypocrites,even 
the zealous walkers in ways of formal Religion, 

Verſe ;. Here he prophefieth of John Baprift, as 
Fohn himielf teſtifierh, to wit, the Doctrine of 
true Repentance; when man ſees the Giory of the 
Lord, even the riches of his free Grace, furgiving 
Sin for Chriſt*s ſake; then 1s every high mountain 
caſt down , every valley exalted, rough places mad: 
plain, and crooked ways ſtraight ;, to wit, pride cf 
heart pulPd down, affiicted Souls comforted, and 
all Gods Servants guided in ſtreight ways. 

Verſe 6. Then, and only then, doth the Soul of 
man know and confeſs that he is nothing but a maſs 
of ſin, and fo comes to be humbled in heart, and 
aſcribe all the work of his Salvaticn to God. 

" Verſe 9g. Here by Zion and.Zern/a!em, underftand 


' Believers; for they always give good tidings, even 


that the Lord will work all the whole work of 
their ſalvation, and that in comfortable ways, ea[- 
ing themof all their Burdens and Oppreſlions,and 
refreſhing them with comforts in all their weak- 
neſs, and encourages them to believe in him, con- 
ſidering his great power over all Creatures in his 
dayly Providence, and his mighty wiſdom, that 
doth all theſe things without any Counieller, and 
to whoſe greatneſs all Nations ate but as a drop of 
water. /er/e 16. Here he ſhews the work cannot be 
done with Sacrifice ; for all the wood of Lebanon 
would not be ſuffici:nt for fire, nor a'l the Beaſts of 
the Foreſt fer Sacrifice; Hence he reproveth the 

H h fooliſh- 


E 


done" 
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' The Lord bath @ great. ſlaughter in Eden x to 


exemies 'of Believers ; for . Edom waz 
ant of Facob, he Was in great wrath 

Facdb;40- had the Elder Brother 
encaor Prodigal-; he-brags he hath 
oh Father commands; 'So 1ſhmacl was 
elder Brother toTſaac ;, ſo are all that are doers of 
the, Eaw*after the flelk, haters of them thatare 
after the Spirit 3" but God will deſtroy them, 'o of 


wit, of the 

the elder pe 
and envy ag, 
againſ-the 


'the pride of hearts. that-they have in their Holi- 


neſs; for this is that Unicorn that muſt comedown, 
the Heifers ayd”"the- Balls that muſt be. ſlain ; and 
their Land, to wit, - hypocriſie,” fhail be the habire- 
tion of Night: Spirits. as' Zrjm and Zim, and rave- 
nous Fowls and+filthy Beaſts, to wit, of ll fleſhly 


Eufts; for Hypocrites are ſome proud , ſome co- 


vetous, fome whoremongers-,"&c. and: Religion 


 is.the covering for all; bur'God*-will rent it and 


iweep it away with: the beeſom of deſtruction,'ts 
wit, [that none of his Servants ſhall poſſeſs ir; for 
behath given it tor a poſſeſſion to thoſe filthy cret- 
tures for eyecr. 

» Chap. 35-. This'is even -2*Sohg. of Joy for chi 
great'Mercies of God: to his people ; for that. he 
makes them flouriſhing, aud fruirful, and ſeeing, 
and hearing, and underſtatiding, 2d Tufters none 
of theleNight-Spirits, ravenons Birds,nor filthy 
Beaſts 3\to wit, no fearfulneſs zor fleſhly Luſts Ly 
morig them. 

From hence to-the-4oth. Chapter, is the Hiſtory 
of Hezek/ab; andhis teſtimopy of the mighty work 
of God upon hisSonl. - © - 

Chap. 49: Here is the. great: Commiſſion: to all 
Miniſters of. the Word; that they preach the Go- 


pe}, 
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ſpel, glad Tidings, a wordof comfort in due ſea- 
ſon to broken hearts, they are the only real peo- 
ple of God, and this is Bread to the Soul, and the 
Childrens Bread muſt not be given to Dogs, to 
wit,no glad tidings,no comfort to Hypocrites,even 
the zealous walkers in ways of formal Religion, 

Verſe ;. Here he prophefieth of John Baprift, 2s 
Fohn himſelf teſtifierh, to wit, the Doctrine of 
true Repentance;; when man ſees the Giory of the 
Lord, even the riches of his free Grace, forgiving 
Sin for Chriſt*s ſake; then is every high mountair 
caſt down , every valley exalted, rough places mad: 
plain, and crooked ways ſtraight ;, to wit, pride cf 
heart pul'd down, affiicted Souls comforted, and 
all Gods Servants guided in ſtreight ways. 

Verſe 6. Then, and only then, doth the Soul of 
man know and confeſs that he is nothing but a maſs 
of ſin, and fo comes to be humbled in heart, and 
aſcribe all the work of his Salvation to God. 

" Verſe g. Here by Zion and Feruſaltem, undetſtand 


| Believers; for they always give good tidings, even 


that the Lord will work all the whole work of 
their falvation, and that in comfortable ways, eaſ- 
Ing them of all their Burdens and Oppreſſions,and 
refreſhing them with comforts in all their weak- 
neſs, and enconrages them to believe in him, con- 
ſidering his.great power over all Creatures in his 
dayly Providence, and his mighty wiſdom, that 
doth all theſe things without any Counſeller, and 
to whoſe greatneſs all Nations ate but as a drop of 
water. Verſe 16, Here he ſhews the work cannot be 
done with Sacrifice ; for all the wood of Lebanon 
would not be ſufici:nt for fire, nor a'l the Beaſts of 
the Foreſt fer Sacrifice, Hence he reproveth the 
| Hy © 7 mn 
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fooliſhneſs of man to. make an Image that can do 
nothing, and truits in that rather than in Gad that 
doth ſo wonderful things both in heaven and earth, 

Chap. 41. Verſe i. Here he goes an with the 
work of Grace, whereby all mans wiſdom is con- 
Founded, and his ſinfulneſs diſcovered ; fo that his 
mouth is ſtopped ; therefore he ſaith, Kcep ſilence 
before me, &c. ſignifying, that all ſhall be cons 
founded that plead for their own Righteouſneſ, 

Verſe 2. By FJuftice , underſtand not Abraham 
as the Tranſlator ſays in the Margin, but the Lord 
Jeſus. Neither in the 25th. verſe underſtand (- 
rus, but the Lord Jeſus ſtill ; for theſe Teſtimoe- 


nies belong not to temporal, but to ſpiritual 


works and Deliverances, - They that expound{he 
Prophets to ſpeak concerning temporal things, 
forget that Teſtimony, That all the Prophets give 
witneſs to Feſws;, and that of our Saviaur, Search 
the Scriptures, for they teftifie of me ;, in them ye think, 
zo have eternal L'fe. In vain ſhall he think xo have 
eternal life by the Scriptures, that. follows or ber 
lieves ſich expoſitions.as expound them not ta give 
teſtimony'of Chriſt in every teſtimony ejther pl 1un- 
ly ortypically.,. Therefore by raiſirig Juſtice from 
rhe Eaſt, underſtand rhe Lord Jeſys to give the 
firſt light to the Soul; and therefore by Peter he 


is called the Day ſtar, and dawning. of the Day, be 


cauſe thoſe things remporally are frogwiehe Eaſl, 
And by ſabdu:ng Nations and Kings, underſtand 


CO ———_— 


all Sins, and the Principalities and Powers of dark- | 


n21s, over which, he makes us more than Can- | 


querors, when h2 gives vs 2 Faith againſt which 
the Gites of Hzl1 cannot prevail : And who dorh 


theſe things ? faich he, 1 che Lord, the firſt a2g with 


the lajt the ſame. Verſe 
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Verſe 6. Here he ſets forth the fooliſhneſs of 
man in making Idols; by material Idols figuring 
ſpiritual ; which is calld ſperitual withedneſs in hea- 
venly places, to wit, in the heart of man, which 
ſhould be the place of heavenly things only, even 
mans confidence in his own duties ; wherein men 
encourage one another ro be ſtrong and make it 
beautiful, that it may ſeem truly holy, and highly 
religious: Oh this is an cxcellent Religion , it 
brings forth fruit,many good works, it*s not a dead 
Faith; it's not an idle Opinion, bur careful Zeal; 
thus they gild it, it muſt have a beautiful outſide ; 
for all they do is to be ſeen of men. 

Verſe 8. Here is the Mercy of God to take man 
to himſelf, to be his Servant, and to miniſter mer- 
cy unto him daily, and deftroy his enemies, even 
all Sin and Luſt, fizured by them that are againſt 
thee, for theſe war in our Members,'ss 7ames ſaith; 
butin this war the Lord will help them, and make 
them as a threſhing Inſtrument to beatghe moun- 
trins (even all high thoughts )' to powder. 

). 17. More poor and needy man is in himſelf , 
the nearer will God be to him 3 he will open Rovers 
in the tops of hills(to wit,minifter comfort ro him in 
his dry barren condition)and fountains in the midſt 
of 'Valteys ( even refreſhment in his low eſtate ) 
"th holly turn himto a new eſtate, as if a 
barren'Mere turned into a fruitful place, end all 
trees of beauty, ſtrength , profir, or pleaſure 
Planted in it ; for in his heart, thus void of all 
goodneſs, will the Lord place all the fruits of 
righteouſneſs and peace, in which work there 1s n0 
Counſel, Wiſdom or Power of man thar can do 
any thing, they are all yain as Images of Wood 
Hl 2 OC 
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or Stone. They are but wind, and ſhall be brought 
to Confuſion. 

Chap. 42." Here the Lord ſpeaks by the Prophet, 
and calls all-to look unto ſeſus, whom he calls his 
Servant, not becauſe of his Manhood, as the Mar- 
gin faith, but becauſe he is his only Servant to re- 
deem hisele& ; for which Office is required both 
his Humanity and Divinity,in'the one,to ſuffer for 
Sin, in the other, to overcome Satan, Sin, Hell 
and Death, 

Verſe 3. Abruiſcd Reed ſhall he not break, &c, to 
wit, he'comes not with the Law'to curſe and con- 
deman all that do not obey ; but he ſhall brig forth 
JTudrment tn truth, towit, he will condemn all that 
think themſelves able ro obey, and he will. comfort 
them that mourn under their Sinfulnels. 
- Ferſe 11. -Fhis is commonly expounded to be a 
Prophecy of the converſion of the Gentiles , as 
though it wer& a greater matter to convert Gen- 
tiles than Jews ; no, no, every” man by nature 1s 
like a barren wildernels, he can. bring no good 
fruit ; every one is a ſtranger to the Covenant of 
Grace, as far from God as the. Arabians ;; there- 
fore the Apoſtle ſaid God. put- no difterence:be- 
tween them'and vs, purifying the hearts ofi all'-by 
Faith ; ſo that this is the greatneſs of Gods Grate, 
in making of Sinners Sons of God, and filling 
thcir Souls with joy and peace in believing %Fziving 
our his ſtrength to reſiſt Satan, that he be as a Gti- 
and in them , and make all deſolate that was in 
high eſteem with them before, and ſo lead them 
. though blind, by a way they have not known, even 
by his great Love to Sinners, and deſtroying ll 
12 and Hypocriſfie, entightning their Souls, rs 
Eo. of | cney 
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they. may ſee their own ignorance. and crooked 
ways, and be aſhamed of their idolatrous minds, 
which have worſhipped and {erved the Creature 
more than their bleſſed Creator. 

Verſe 1g. Who is blind but my ſervant ? deaf as 
the Meſſcuger that I ſent , or bi/md 4s theprrfeft ? GC. 
This is commonly <xpcunded to be the falte Pricits 
and Prophets that made therafelves teachers of 0- 
thers, and themſelves knew nor the Truth; but 
unto thoſe he ſpeaks in the foregoing Verſe, and 
ſhews here that they account fo evil of nothing as 
of the Lord Jeſus and his.,Servants that believe in 
him ; for theſe do ſtill fay, that they ſee all, and 
teach well, but they do not as they ſay, but live 
licenticuſly, and teach licentious DoCtrine, fayingy 
Lit a do evil that goed may come thereof ,, but the 
Lord will exalt-the Law againſt them; for as Pazl 
laith, their damnation hafteth ;, for they are robbed 
and ſpoyled (to wit, of all goodneſs by Satan ) 
and- hid in priſons and dungeons; Satan holds 
them captives in great ignorance ; for the Lord 
tath left them to hardneſs of heart, and blindneſs 
of mind, becauſe they ſinned againſt him; which 
IS his fierce wrath upon them , bur they knew 1t 
not. 

Chap. 43. Here the Prophet proceeds in the 
Name of the Lord , magnifying his Mercy to his 
People, as before; but in the 14th. Verſe, he ſaith, 
For your ſake have I ſent to Babel , and brought ut 
down, to wit, I have confounded 2lt your wi:dom, 
that you may become fools in your felves, and tru- 
ly wiſe in Chriſt : The Caldears, towit, every one 
that truſteth in his own wiſdom, are fugitives, . to 
wit, they flee from God , even in ſhips, but his 
Fin 3 J.dgments 
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Judgments will overtake them, and fill them with 
ſorrow. 

Verſe 16. Thus ſaith the Lord, which maketh 4 
way in the ſea, a path in the mighty waters , when he 
 bringeth out the Chariots and Herſe, the Army and 
Power lie together, they ſhall not riſe, they are extinth 
' and quenched 4s Tow. Expoſitoss underſtand thi, 
as ſpoken of Gods Mercy to J/r-el at the Red Sea; 
but it is that wherecf that was a Type, even that 
when God brings the Soul out of captivity to Sa- 
tan and Sin, to bring them to the life of Faith, 
that fpiritual Caraer, a Sea of Sins is in their way, 
even blood-red Sins, Fear and Unbelief, like great 
Rocks, are on both ſides , and Satan purſues in 
great-rage to bring them back; but God gives 
them a fair way through all, and victory over 
their enemies, that they may ſing forth his praiſes, 
as Moſes, Aaronand Miriam did. 

V.18, 19. Remember ye nat the former things, &c. 
Behold I do a new thing, I will even maks a way in the 
Deſart ; as if he ſhould ſay, it avails you not to 
know the great things 1 did of old, 1 will even 
do the like in you ,, for I will make a way in your 
defolate ſouls , and give your dry barren hearts 
flouds of comfort, that the wild Beaſts, Dragons, 


and Oftriches, even filthy Iuftful Minds and Afﬀedcti- | 


ons may honour me, becauſe | viſited you in yout 
diſtreſs; for whew ] bring again my Captives Jacob 
with rejoyce, and Iſrael will be glad: and 1 dont 
this, O 1/-ael, for thy Holineſs, thy Sacrifices, 
and thy Offerings, &c. but when thou madeſt me 
to ſerve withthy ſins, and 'weariedſt me with thy 
tranſgreſſions. | 

Verſe 
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Verſe 27, & 28. Thy firſt Father hath ſinned, thy 
T eithers have. tranſgreſſed ag ainſt me; therefore [ 
have prophaned the Rule: s of the Sanitary, and made 
Iſrael a Curſe, and Facob a Reproach. This is the 
Teſtimony concerning 1/rael after the fleſh, to 
wit, all carnal worſhippers, that it may be mani- 
faſt that all the former Promiſes, Mercies, and 
Bleſſi:gs belong to the true 7/-ael of God, as Paul 
ſattthto them that walk in the ſteps of the faith of 
Abraham: B.t unto all tht glory in their wiſ- 
dom-, faith, zeal 5 and righteovſneſs is reſerved 
indignation, and wrath, blackneſs, and darkneſs 
for ever. TheGod of Mercies grant the light of 
his countenance unto us, and' turn away his judg- 
ments from us, for his own Names ſake. 
' Chap. 44. Here the Lord ſpeaketh to his people, 
his Eiet, whom he ſeparates from 2ll others, and 
herein is the wiſdom of the Miniſters of the word, 
to declare plainly that all Bleſſings, Promiſes , 
Mercies , Priviledges, Comforts , Deliverances, 
and every good thing holden. forth by the Word, 
asthe gift of Faith and Repentance, the Spirit of 
Prayer and- Praiſes, the Fruits of the Spirit, as 
Love, Joy. Peace, &c. all belong to the elect of 
_ only; and who are they ? They that fear the 
Verſe 3. They that hunger and thirſt after right 
teonſneſs ;- they that acknowledge they are the 
Lords, though all other forſake them , ſtand far 
off, and cannot help them , like miſerable com» 
fortersin the day of adverſity, then the Lord takes 
them up, though caſt out todeſtruttion, as a chi!d 
Ix its gore-blood, as it is by Ezekiel: But, 


Verſe 


Hi4 
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Verſe g. All that make an Image are V anity, they 
celeftable things ſhall not profit them ;, to wit, they 
that glory in their own wiſdom and holineſs. Thi 
is the great and gene-al Image-making, and this 
is a delightful Religion that man may have itin 
his own power, that his doings may be of ſome 
worth tohim, that he may outtrip his Compani- 
on, that he may have praiſe of men ; but all is vs 
nity, it ſhall not profit them, they ſhall be con. 
founded. | 

Verſe 20. Thiy feed on aſhes, a ſeduced heart hath 
aecerved them, they cannot deliver their ſoul ont of 
1 his acccit,, nor ſay, is there not alie 1n my 11ght band? 
Then charges he his people to remember theſe 
things, and not forget what the Lot of the wicked 
is, and to cleave unto their God for ever. 

Verſe 28. Here he names the King plainly by 
whom Fernſal:m ſhould be built again which firſt 
ſhews, that what God: determined , he declared 
plainly by his Prophets, which he did not of the 
Return of the ten Tribes, or of the reſtoring that 
People, the Jews, after the crucifying of the Lord 
Jeſus) but as they took the guilt of his Blood upon 
them and their Children, ſo it remains. Yet ſe- 
condly, by Gr, is figured the Lord Jeſus ; and 
by Zeruſalem, is meant Feruſalem that is from above, 
to wit, the ſtate of Chriſtianity, or the life of 


Faith ; for he faith, the Founaation ſhaB be ſurely 


laid ;, 'which hapned not unto that Ferwſalew, nor 
to that Temple, but unto the Church of God ; for 
her Foundation is ſurely laid in Jeſus, for he is the 
power and wiſdom of 'God. 
Chap. 45. V. 4, 5- Here the Prophet foretelleth 
phinly what great things he would do for the you 
Le J 
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by Cyrzs how much he would make his Power 
known in him, though he had not known him ; 
but under all this Chriſt and the Church is figured, 
and the great things God doth for man inand by 

Chriſt, though man hath not known him ; as break- 
ing the brazen doors,and burſting the iron bands(which 
isbreaking the power of Satan, and Sin, and, 

Verſe 3. Gwoing them the Treaſures of darkneſs,and 
things hid #n ſecret places ( to wit, giving them. to 
know the Myſteries of the Goſpet , which are hid 
from all the wiſe of the world) and yer, 

Verſe 6. are made known by Chriſt from Eaſt to 
Weſt, even that God in mercy, 

Verſe 75. Gives true Light and Peace to his Ser- 
yants, and in juſtice ſhuts up the wicked in Dark- 
wſs (to wit, in ignorance of him ; that they.com- 
wit all evil ; -that. every Soul may know, 

Verſe 8. That Righteouſneſs comes from Heaven, 
as the dew of the birth of Jeſus ; and, 

Verſe 9. Thathe is accurſed that ffriverh with his 
Maker, to wit, he that accounts not of Gods good- 
neſs according to. the freeneſs of his Grace to his 
People, but thinks evil of God in his heart, out of 
his own corrupt Reaſon. 

Verſe 13. He ſhall let go my captives not for price 
nor reward, Here by this Type of Cyr giving the 
Fews free liberty to return to their own Land, 1s 
figured Gods free Grace , that ſaves not the righ- 
teous for their righteouſneſs ſake, but calls finners 


to repentance, to wit, gives them repentance and. 


faith in Chriſt ; and calls not the Fews only, but 
Verſe 14: the Ethiopians and Sabeans, to wit, the 
moſt ſinfal C figured by the black Erhiopians) and 


them that are far off from the ways of righteoul- 
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nefs, and ſtrong in their own conceited holinek 
figured by the Sabeans, men of Stature.) And that 
this is the work of God by Chriſt, is manifeſted 
in the words following ; They ſhalt be thine, they 
ſhall follow thee, and-go #3 Chains ( to wit, drawh 
by the Chains of thy Love ) thy ſal fall down by. 
fore thee, and maks ſupplication umo thee, ſaying, ſure- 
ly God is in thee, there is no other gods beſides thee, 
[Fhefe are not the words of men: to Cyr, bur of 
Believers to Jeſus. Which all the reſt of the Chap- 
ter teftifies in plain words, that he muft'be wholly 
iznorant of the: work of God,. afnd very perverſe 
unto it, as every one is that eſtablifhes a'righte- 
onlneſs mn mans Obedience: tothe-Law , evenito 
any. Teſtimony of the Word, as to @ Precept, 
Rule, or Lefſon. 

Verſe 20. By Abjeft of the Gemiles, underſtand 
them whom the Lord hath caſt down from glory- 
ing in their own wiſdom, to be abjet miſerable 
frnners mtheir own hearts. 

Verſe 25. By the whole Seed of 1jrasl , under- 
ſtand true Believers, which are the Seed of Abva- 
bam, as Paul faith. 

Chap. 46. Verſe 1. By the Overrbrow of Babylons 
Idels, is figured the bringing down of mans heart, 
which is alwaysmoſt prided in a carnal, format 
Religion, conſilting in many aftions, whereby 
they would ſubdoe the beaſtly carnal mind, which 
was a great burden to them, but did: not: profit 
them ;- and therefore he ſays, 

Verſe 2. Their Soul 1s gone to captovity. 

Verſe 6. By deſcribing the mukiny gods of Gold 
and Silver, and their wwprofitableneſs, he ſhews, the 
moſt beautiful form of Religion that man can ſet 
up, 
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up, canndrt 2vail any thing at all tohis ſalvation. 
He only is God from everlaſting, that: can ſay,My 
Conneel ſhall. ſtard, 1 will do whatever I will. 

Verſe 11. 1 call a Bird fromthe Eaſt, the man of 
my Conncel' from far By this is figured Chriſt , 
who is faid to come from the Eaſt, becauſe he 
brings Light and Life with him ; ſo he calls him a 
man of his Councel, becauſe he is the: wiftom of 
God in which all bis works are wrought; and; he is 
ſaid. to come from far, becauſe the knowledge of 
him is far from the wiſdom of man. 

Chep. 47. Verſe 1. Come down ,, (it in the duſb,, O 
Firgin Daughter of Babel. Here by the deſtruftion 
of Babylon 1s figured the diſcovery of Hypocriſie, 
and bringing the Hypocrite.to Judgment. There- 
fore he ſays, Come down ( for the Hypocrites keart 
15 lifted up in his conceited Religion) aud ſir wn the 
duſt ( the higher man is lifted up in himſelf, more 
ſhall he. be humbled and abaſed of God ) O Firgin 
Dawgbter of Babel. ( thou that. eſteemeſt thy ſelf a 
pue Viegin, and Daughter of God, yet art. thou 
Babel, a-confuſton, a vain thing, in which there 
1s no comfort. 

Verſe 2. Take the Mi/ftones, &c, (to wit., thou 
laboureſt in the very fice for very vanity, to cover 
thy Sin and Luſt, bur all in vain ) for thy filchurſs 
ſhalt be diſcovered, and thy ſhame ſeen , becanſe thou 
Engle uot thy garments of me, but haſt wits 4 [ps- 

73 W:0. | 

Verſe 6. I have given my pcople into thy hand, and 
thou didſt ſhew . hem no mercy. but aidſt lay thy very 
heavy yoke upon the ancient; and 1 our Saviour ſaid, 
the Hypocrites did bind very heavy burdeus upon 


others. p 
Verſe 
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lories, 'and lives in ſecurity, in hope of eterngl 
happineſs, and knows not that her day is coming, 
wherein, | | \ -11 | 
, Verſe g. She ſhall ſee the loſs of all; miſery 
ſhall fall upon her in great extremity'; for thy wil. 
dom and knowledge have cauſed thee to err, 
through the multitude of thy Enchanters and 
Soothſayers, &c. ( to wit, thy Teachers, Preach: 
ers, and Beclarers, 

Verſe 12. With whom theu haſt wearied thy ſelf 
from thy youth (to wit, thy Teachers in whom thou 
delightedſt , and therefore haſt paſſed all thy time 
in learning at them, © ©LIR 

Verſe 13. And now.is the Age come which make 
thee weary of all thy former delights. 

Verſe 14. Thou and they fhall burn together in 
the day of Gods ſudgment, they ſhall not be ablets 
deliver their own Souls, Their Doctrine ſhall yield 
thee no coals to warm at, nor light to fit by ( to 
wit, no comfort to warm thy cold, frozen and be- 
nummed mind, nor knowledge to guide thee in 
the ways of Life; for they will be gone every one 
to ſeek his own Glory, and leave the afflicted Soul; 
ny cannot ſpeak a word of comfort in due ſga- 

ON, 

Chap. 48. Verſe 1. Here he declares to his peo- 
ple what they were of old, to wit, though they 
profeſſed the Worſhip and Service of God, and to 
__ in him, it was not in truth and righteouſnels, 

or , | 

Verſe 4. They are an obſtinate generation, their 
finew like Iron: and their brow like braſs. 

Verſe 5. That they may know that their 74s; 
even 


- Ferſe7. Thus the Hypocrites heart boaſts and} « 


even their carnal Religion could not do itz for it 
cannot open the ear, andturn the heart to Diſci- 


pline 


Verſe F- 'But 7 have Grand thee new things before 


they come to paſs, things which thou kneweſt net, to 
wit, | have made thee to know , 
Verſe 8." That thou arta grievous F, renſgreſſr 


fromthe wowh. 


Verſe 9g. But for my Name ſake 1 put away my 
wrath, and purified thee, I —_ thee in #he fone of 
a i&ion: 

Verſe 14" loved thee, dey Arm ſhal be againſt 
the Chaldeans,, to wit ,' all Hypocrites ;:their way 
is wicked; therefore they ſhall be confounded. 


Verſe;17. But I teach thee to profit ;,. and by my 


teaching ſhalt thou abound: in all oodnefs: it 

But go our of. Babel, 
joyn not-with any in a iformal Religion; dw all 
Hypocriſie, and rejoyce therein. 


Verſe:21. For he thatOcleaveth to me, fall bs 


Atished with comforts: that: flow from Jeſus the 
Rockof! their ſalyation;' 


Verſe 22: But the wicked hypocrite ſhall _ 


enjoy my everlaſting peace;though they bleſs them- 
ſelves; and cry peace:to.'their Souls in:their deluſt- 
ons; they, have made lies their refuge, and under 
falſhood have they hid themſelves, it will not be 
peace in the end. 

Chop, 49." This is a plain Teſtimony of Chriſt, 


and his glorious work in the ſalvation of his Peok. 


ple. 


Verſe 2. By hid, underſtand from all the wiſe 


af the world. By Gods Quiver, underſtand his ſe- 
cret Counſel, which is hid in Jeſus, but made ma- 
Rifeft to his Servants. Verſe 
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flee from the Caldeans, to wit, | 
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Verſe.4; This Comptaint is becauſe theheartsof 
. men ate-fo'deluded that few. receive his Grace. - 

Verſe 8. By raiſe up the earth, underſtand that 
the worid-is.glorious by thoſe few choſen ones vf 
God ; for. by chem it is compared to a fru:rfol freld, 
otherwiſe to a deſolate Wilderneſs, an habitation of 
Neght-Sparits, unclean Berds, and filihy Beaſts, tor 
= are all Sinners and Hypocrites in the fightof 

Verſeg. By Priſeners,underſtand Sinners that are 
priſoners to Satan & Sin : By Darkne/z,underſtand 
Ignorance of (God and his free Grace, or the wok 
of Regeneration. By commanding them to ſhe 
them/clyes, underſtand the working this work up- 
on their Souls ; for it fits their mouth with praiſes. 
By fecding in the ways, and paſturing upon the tops of 
the ills; underſtand finding mercy and 4oving kind- 


neſs of God'through Jeſus 'in every Text of the 


Scripture. yonpeti 
Verſe x4: By the Churches Complaint , 
that God bail for ſiken bze., underſtand that the be- 
lieving Soul finds ſo much: finfulneſs amr himſelf, 
and ſd great want of Gods help, that he criesout 
often,” that God would not forſake him; © | 
- Verſe v4..'By Builders, underſtand the true Mi- 
niſters -of' the 'Goſpet: By them thar. made thee 
waſe, underſtand: falfe Teachers that veach mens 
actions, and zeal, and diligence todo fomething, 
and do net attribute all' to' free Grate.: By ( are 
departed'from thes ) underſtand { that thou .canſt 
not receive their Daftrine ) which before thou 
konoured(t. | 


Verſe 19. By Deſolation, waſte places, and Land | 


#:ftroyed ,. underſtand Heart , Sonl , and Spirit , 


made waſte and deſolate through Sin. verſe 
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Verſe 20. By Children of thy barrenneſs, under” 
ſtand the fruits of rhe Spirit, brought forthabun- 
dantly by Faith in Chriſt , whereunto thou waſt 
barren by naturs,. as himſelf faith ; without me ye 
$41 do nothing. 
Verſe 23. By Kings and Oneess being Nurſes to 


the Church, underſtayd true Miniſters of the Go- 


ſpel.; for they are made Kings to God, and the 
youriſh the Church with ſincere milk of the ward. 
By worſhipping with their faces to the earth, under- 
ſtand, that all that truly worſhip God are lowly ia 
heart. By licking the duſt of thy feet, underſtand 
receiving the Doctrine of free Grace ; as ſhaking 
the duſt of the feet againſt them that refuſed that 
Doctrine, was a teſtimony __—_ them ; for the 
ſame Doetrins is tg one the ſavqur of Life, andto 
the other thie ſaypur of death. 


. Verſe 24, & 25. By prey of the mighty, and cap- 


tivity of the Tyrant , underſtand the captivity of 


Souls ro Satan and Sin. | 


. Verſe 26. By ſeeding thew that - [poil the Church, 
with (heir. own fleſh, and making them drunk, with 


;beir own Bloog ,, underſtand making them know 
their own iniquity and hypocriles t they may, 
0, 


be brought in ſubjeCtion to God alſo, and know the 
Lord Jeſus, and the redemption that is by bjm. 
Chip. 50, Fare 1, By Athe , underſtand th 
Church under the adminiſtration of the Law : By 
the, whole,verſe underſtand , that.they were: not, 
nor any are not rejected, : but they. who are not by 
Law brought to the ſight of their fins and fig» 


t 
of nature, 2nd jn farrow and mourning thereun-: 
EC13 


Gr, ſeek to God far mercy. . ,. 
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' Verſe 2. In this firſt is ſhewed that God waits 
when'men will come to him in that way ſo oppref: 
fed in their minds through their finfulneſs , and 
that ſo few ate found to ſeek to him ſo, and there: 
fore the Lord. complains that there is none ; as if 

. The Lord had no power to forxive their: ſins, and 
Change 'their ſinful nature; then he teſtifies his 
power by his works formerly wrought for 1/-ael. 
'*Verſe 4. By Learning, underſtand $kill how ty 
miniſter the Word aright,to comfort the mourter, 

and: declare the Judgments of God againſt the'im- 
penitent ſinner.” By the - 07nimg., underſtand 
when God reveals Chriſt in the Soul ; for he brings 

Hgir with him ; al} mans former eſtate is ignorancy, 
md therefore. is called Darkneſs:, or _— 7 
Perſe 6. By this underſtand patient ſuffering all 

affliction and perſecntion, though unto Death, for 
ie 'teſtimony 'of 'the Word of Truth, even' for 
aving to Faith in Jeſus, 'or the Dodtrine of free 


Grace only; for all other fiffering, though for | 


Relibton,*whetein' mani either fpeaks or as any 
thing ag=inſt temporal Government, of adds any 


thing to the Dodtrite of free Grace, that he ac- 


cbuttts he ought to'db as available to ſalvation, is 
of no worth, © ** we": 


Perſe 7. By Ihave. ſet my face like « flint, ender- 


fand the Chtiſtians, either Teacher or Hearers re- 


ſofution to ſtand' to the Dottrine of free Grace, 
though it be *ſpoken againſt every where, as, As 
28:22. From'thence to'the. laſt Verſe, is a moſt 

orious witneſs of the Doftrine of 'Faith ; and the 


aſt Verfe, of mans confidencein his own wiſtlom 


and 
mn ſparks, and walking in the light of it. 


Chap. 
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es | 1/In the firſt Verſe, B Look into the Rot p 
&6, pau cÞc (Abraham an Sara) aSit is in oi 


. Margin, bot their own ſinful Name, which they 
have from fallen 4a, whereby every one is con<— 


ceived-in fin, and brought forth in iniquity, as Da» - 
vid corifefleth he was; that td every one may know, 
that ulleſt he be regenerate, made a new Creature, 
and partaket of a divine Nature, he cannot enter 
into.the Kingdom of Heaven, as our Saviour teach< 
ech. | - | 
Veſt 2. 'By Confidet Abraham, &c. is to confider 
that what: he was better than others, was. by Gods 
Calling; ot by his own Nature. | 
Vetf-5i* Underſtand that by Zion, is meant the 


itttie Chuteh, which are broken-hearted people; under 


the {tſe #ad burden of their ſins, and therefore con- 
feſs ehemſelves to be fruitleſs like a deſolate wilderneſs 
tlidt brifgs forth nothing that is good; and the word 
6f God iy: ts comfort them, and his work to make 
then titful. ESE $iÞ:* == 
 Vrſt $i By Sons that ſhe hath brought forth, unders. 
ſtand-all-the ways of Religion after the wiſdom of 
man ; for by them man ſeeks for ſouls comfort ; but 
whett God diſcovers the hypocrifie of mans hearr, 
then there?s nothing can- comfort him: but the free 
Virſe 9. By Famine, underſtand hunger for the 
wotd of truth, when all Teachers are found falſe and 
deceitful z and by the Sword, underſtand the Word 
of God, which is the Sword of the Spirit z for thete 
two make'man ſee the deſvlation and deſtruQidn of 
his Soul under Satan and Sir, ruling and raging in 
bis Weart and affections. , , ef2' oY 
erſe 22, 23. Underſtand by the Lords ſpoylinig 
f:0" that-ſpoyl bis Charch, that he will deſtroy =_ 
| Fi a 
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and Hypocriſiez: for thoſe. are (they that; ſpoil the 
Soul , and the:word: of Truthi deſtroys: them, and 
when they are deſtroyed, then the Sawl abounds in 
fruits of righteouſneſs, and this is not underſtood of 
deſtruction of other Nations that were: enemies to 
Iſra:l; for: ſuch temporal deliverances work.-na 
Truth in the heart, . but-moſt- commonly: fill them 
with pride to boaſt of their ſword, and power, and 
policy in war, or at leaſt of the goodneſs; of thei 
Caule. 

Chap. 52.Fexſe 1. By Ariſe,underſtand'the fame a 
Leok, up unto me, ard be ye [aved; 'which is z; ceaſe to 
look at thy ſelf, thy own-ways, -wiſdom, or holineſ;, 
(whichalſo is meant by ſhake thy ſelf from the duſt. 2; 
Paul calls it Dang) and look up to me for all : By 
Put on thy ſtrength, underſtand , believe in the Lord 
Jeſus, for he is the Power of God unto ſalvation; By 
Put onthe Garments of Beauty, underſtand the righte- 


£vineſs of Jeſus ; for that is beautiful in the ſight of 


Gcd ; for in him alone he is well pleaſed. By ancir- 
eurpiſed, underſtand unregenerare ; for they are not 
circumiſed in heart, therefore they are unclean in 


the ſight of God. 


Verſe 2. By Sit «own, underſtand Stand ſtedfaſt 
1n the Faith : By looſe the bands of thy neck,, underſtand 
hcarken not to the teaching of men, which teach the 
word of God as Precepts and Leſſons of righteouſ- 


.. Neſs; forthat binds man in jgnorance of the grace of 
| . Ged, which only deſtroys all luft , and brings forth 


all righteouſneſs. 
Verſe 3. By fold for novght , underſtand that this 


;teaching of external holinets to: which man is ſo ea- 


fily captivated, is nought, and brings forth. nought 


- but Hypocriſie: By redetmed without money, underfland 


by free Grace ; for all mang wiſdom and rightroot 
« Be 
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neſs which he hopes to pleaſe God with, and by it 
to be ſaved, ſhall avail him nothing , for Jeſus ſhall 


aicken hinf when he is dead in ſin, and work all his 
works in him. | | | 

Verſe 4- By Egypt, where [irael were captives, is fi- 

ured mans captivity to Sin : By Aſhar that was firong 


in multit:de of men, is figured carnal Religion, which 


is ſtrong in humane wiſdom, and reaſons, and ſeem- 
ing holineſs. | I 

Verſe 5. By they that rule over them, canſe them to 
howl, underſtand the fame as their Teachers cauſe then 
to err. By my Name continually is blaſphemed, under- 
ſtand, becauſe every form of. Religion is taught in, 
the Name of God, and his word made the Author 
of it- 

Verſe 6. My people ſhall know my Name , under- 
hag ſhall Jikemn Rona that hich is of God, 
and that which is of man. | 

Verſe 7. Sets forth the great joy that the Converts 
have ia the Miniſters of the Truth of the Goſpel. 

Verſe$. Holds forth the great joy they have one 
in another through the work of God upon their ſouls. 

Verſe g. By deſolate places, underſtand always bro- 
ken and contrite hearts. ,.;.., | 
Verſe 10. Underſtand not only\Converſion of Gen- 
tiles, but alſo that God makes every one to know 
himſelf to he as a heathen, before he convert him. 

Verſe 11. Underſtand the ſame as Go ot of Baby- 
lon , which is interpreted the City of confuſion ; 
which isout of hypocriſie, or every form cfReligion. 
By Veſſels of the Lord, underſtand new hearts, and 
that right ſpirit which God gives to- his Converts. 

Fare 12. Underſtand that the Converſion of man 
is not. by the wit and will of man, which is haſty and 
violent, but by. the grace of God , which draws by 
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bonds of Love, whichalſo is meant by Sit div by 
waters of Shiilo, that run ſlowly, and rejoyer not ih Ni 
las, that ſeven-hraded River -of Egypt. | 


Re 
an 
pl 


Wei ſe 13. Speaks +4 In exaltatioti of ]6 be 


Cns in the heart of- man by Fait 


Verſe 14. Shews how all Believers, though Kingy ; 
ſhall believe and admire , that by his ſtfferings whetel * 
al 
þ 
and Death,/ over which he triumphed- glocioufly ith , 


n he was judged moſt wicked, and ſeemed moſt mij: 
ſerable of all men, he overcame Hell, Death and'th 
Devil, and redeemed: afl that believe in i, 
Curſe and Coridemnation, and froin Satan, Sift, He 


that his greqt humiliation. | 
Caap. 53. This is fo plain a teſtittiony of Chrif 
and his ſufferings, and our redemption by him,witt- 
out Types and Figures, that Expornders of the Scri. 
pture cennot but: expound it concerning him, be 
cauſe it agrees ſo fully with the Goſpel ; but they 
exponnd it but after the Letter, becauſe they. have 
no knowledge of Chriſt , but after the Fiſh; but 
(C as Paul ſaith) Iſiah ſpoke of him when he ſaw his 
Glory, which is, when he had experience of his 


gracious work upon- his: Soul.; as Fobn the Divine } - 


alſo calls his Experjence, that which onr eyes have ſet, 
and orr hands beve handled of the word 79; AY 
though'Paxl ſaith, thatthis is a Myſtery, *and ſuchas 
netther Eye hath ſeen, nor ear heard, nor bath entredin* 
ro the heart of: man to conceive : and Fob alſo faith, 
it is @ new Name which 10 man can read but he thit 
harhir. The Lord in mercy open it unto the hearts 
of the Readers. . 

Chap. 54 Here'the Prophet contforts the Church 
under the Figure of-a barren wonian, and deſot ate 
widow ,, or 'a young wife forſaken and afflifted 1n 
ſpirit; becauſe that in' ways and works of humane 

- Religion, 


Religion , man ſeems ito be married tothe Lord , 


\Pifcevit Terts 40 1iah; "YT | 


and t0:bring forth fruits abundantly, as 1/rael multi- 


{ plied Sacrifices, and all obſervations and traditions, 


allages:, in all Nations , never ceaſe inventing 


Wl .yew and -more ſcemingly holy forms of Religion ; 


but yhen God exalrs his Law upon the Soul , .and 


me difgovers all his unrighteouſneſs, even of mans ho- 


et 1y.chings, then,mans heart is found barren, void. ef 


all goodneſs, and lies in great diſtreſs, unto ſuch 
ſgeaks the Prophet, and to direct ſuch to obey, or 
believe, or repent, 'or any thing whatſoever to at- 
xtain'felvation by, were to make their hearts ſad ; or 


U} . as the Prophet calls-it, to break. che (braiſed reed, or 


guench the ſmoaking flax, which Jeſus will not do ; 
;butihgcalls:them ro ſinging and exceeding joy:; for 
now. |ſhe ſhall have-many Children from the Lord: ; 
to wit, ſhall bring forth 'abundant fruits'of rjghte- 
-ouſheſs, by-faifharn Chriſt, and[then he declares the 


great Mercies-,-Comforts , Glories and glarions 
deliverances which:iall be upogithe Church through 
;Gbrift, all-which'are to be underſtood of ſpiritual 
-Joysand-Delivergnces of the Soul from Satan .and 
Sin, and ſpiritual eſtate and enjoyments in Chriſt , 
for/)in the bodly- the word ſtands} unmoveable ;\He 
 thetewill live godly in Chriſh, muſſ-ſuſſer affiition;*ahd 


therefore they chat have underſtood. it as of tempo- 


zabevjoyments;'as of a Church triumphant , ox the 
 milletaryReign of Chriſt with; his Sainrs, or'of the 


7ews returning, &e. have erred, and are deceived; 


for'thcir fooliſh heart. is hardiied from the knowledge 


z pl 


\ Chap. 55. Here, the Prophet calls to the fons of 
men: to receive:the free-Grace of:1God, and not ta 
ſeek to ſatisfie their-Souls with: their Zeaſous, cap+ 
mt forms of Religion , in the three firſt Verſes. 
| | >< Y - Theg 
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| Judge rightly betwixt that which is of God, and'tha 


- Thep he teſtifies of Jeſs and his Grace, and 


all-to ſeek the Lord by faith in him; for in him4 mn 
near, and in him wiil he be found. wt G | 
.' Verſe 7. By man for/aking his own ways and in ffs 
. wat.ons, is meant of ways ot Religion, and imagug ,; 
' ryholiveſs, confiſting in works of zeal, and gieþ 

devotion, as may be well-undei ſtood by his promi ph 
. of: Mercy and Forgiveneſs; for they aro not obtaj th 
ied by Works, bur given freely by Grace. b 
, Kerſe 8 & 9g. Here by mans thoughts, is meanth J 
: moſt religious intentions to pleaſe Gcd with h , 
working, repenting,,. believing, praying, and t} 4 
+0ike : By Gods » Thanghts ,/is. meant his eternal pu} 
: paſeof. Love and Mercy to rebellions Sinners (wh ©, 
i:Works, Repentance, Faith, Prayers, andall ):u} 4 
: abominable in the ſight of God:;-for he willar} + 


- them by free Grace in'Chriſt. -. */: , 
+ Io; the 'reſt of ithe Chapter he. ſhews the eſſicn 
-pf- his Word , eve the fruitfulneſs of free Graz} 
:wpon all ro whomhe: ſends ir 3n' Chriſt, by way 
compariſon, and then by types ;».by Mountains, all 
Hills, and Treesof the held, figuring the hardnd 
and, highneſs of :rhe thoughts of» men ſubjected,;anl 
{fille& with joy in-Chriſt ; and-by the Fer: ere and!th 
FAdyrrhe- tree, gram :anſtead of iT barns and Nettle, 


fguring: all fruits'of the Spirir, asLove, Joy, Peat 


:&c, abounding in: their hearts; which beforewer 
-full:of: Hatred Hypocriſic , Luſt; :and all Ungod 
Baeſs: © 55 0 bgrys | RF A ;1 

Chap. 56. Verſe.1>By kcep: Fudament, undetſtant 


"which is 'of mail. By 4 7uftrer,” underſtand ,, Ho 


Nour that whichis of God, 'and caſt out that whidl | 


43 of man (though'it: ſzem never. ſo holy ) tread 
#: pnfer foot as Nubg, as Per{did ; for on 


_ Þifffcult Texts in ffaiahn. -— 47+ 

bedone; When' the Tighteonſneſ3 and ſalvation of 

God is revealed, as it was with Paul. © © 
' Verfe 2. By the Sabbath keeping unpollated, under- 


| and, ſtanding ſtedfaſt inFaith; and'adding nothing 


to it as any righteons work or help” to ſalvation 
for believing is keeping the Sabbath ; as 'Is'fully and 
plainly declared ," Heb: 41 and "Believers only keep 
their bands” from doing any evil ; for rhey are' keps 
by Faith through the power of God to ſalvation. 

Verſe 3." By the Son of a Stranger, underſtand man 
in his raturat” condition ;-for he /eves withour God tn 
the wor'd, 4 ſtranger to the 'Covenant of Grace, as Paul 


ith.” Ant by joyned'ro the Lord , underſtand, him 
npon whofit che Lord traf' fo handed his! Law, that 
he he$tfidet the ſence" ant burden of his Sins, and 


_ hinger$after righteouſtieſs; -— ! 


Parſe 4. By Ennuch, underſtand the fame ; and by 
Keep my Subbaths, underſtand, believeth) as before ; 
By chuſing the thing that pleaſeth me , underſtand , 
traſts not'in' any righteoutnets' that he can perform 
by obeying the Lay ,'or {ny Word of God, but 
chuſeth the righreouſnefs of God, which is by faith 
m Jeſus; for 'm him* alone God is well pleafed, and 
that"is the *righreonſnefF” of* God, and the taking 


. told: of fiir? Covenaie; Tor to believe forgivenets 


of fins by-Chffilt; is the Covetiant'of Grace. 
""Verſe'3!' BY Holy Motta, ' underſtand juſtifica- 
tion by'Faith, ſanCtificztion'of- the Spirir, and'peace 
of Conſtieniee: * 'By Honſe of Prayer , underſtand 
ſabjeftivn to the will of God Y for the 'Believer re- 
joyceth that God reigns, and prays for nothing but 
m-ſubmiſſioiy to the will' of God. By Rkyne Offer- 
gs - and $:crifices ,, underſtand , offering. np'the! 
Flves; Body, Soul and Spirit-unto'the Lord, which 
Þ his acceptable ſervice, as Part faith. By Altar , 
Ii4 unders 
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ACCep 
_ Vaſes. By $earicred of Iſragl, underſtand, thok 
that hf 1n their own You, wel for ah 
are men ſcattered from God and his Grace, into mp 
ny Opinions and Forms of Religion. ;Ang by | 
that are to be gathered, underſtand, thole that. livey 
Lyſts;which jn Veal were called os Bela, 
all there js no difference between them. and gbe Gep 
Fes for asthey dg worſhip Idols, 19 thele. make <- 
4h er their Gold or. thay Belly, theix god, 
Verſe g,. By cali to devour, und derffayd th 
udgments of. G 22nd Fin, that every Soul ny 
corn an pieces as by Lion. and Beer (55- reha 
gas J-t t ſo they might be brought tg, ck ynto 
the Lord in the day of their Miſery {. 35th Prod: 
galdid. BY 
Verſe 10 & 11. Here 41 Teachers of fern of + Þ 
ligion are deſcribed ; By Bling, u 
are ATE PTA of the diftxrence oder Sncy wich] 
od; -and that which Rot man, ſo that they have 


e Word 9 ifs aright 
By they are dumb, they canuee bets UPNCET pd, tha 
they canner, reprove Hypocriſie, tor they Ar6 hypo 
crites themſclyes; neither . can ghey TEpFOVE Petlh 
cular ſins, for they. hear tat hiſts FTE of Fr adn? 
nor o ts, joyning a E he ſe gion. gnd 
ove e world togethe Meh fog th do-1ſothem- 
ſelves.: By Sl-ep., under Rat © + that they 
are et the fear o! oy they arg ppt troubled 
for their fulngſs. 


ingybeml 


ves. inth Pa wherein they 
peace and Þ| 


Perſe, 5 Notes both. Prieſt and. rope, him ter- | 


We | 


Fee: 57 an uy "fiſt Verſes he declares vet: | 
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bieſſedoeſs of the righteous in departing ovk of this 
Life,, and for ever. | 

teh 3. By Witches Children, &c, underſtand fall 

Teachers 2nd their Hegrers, as by whom Paul told 
the Gelqtiang that they were bewitched,and in whom 
it is writeen ,- that « Spirit of Whoredaw 67: the nya 
of them; for they goa whoring fromtheir God after 
their own conceited wiſdom and rightooutueſs, things 
rior profit them. 

: Vaſa He intimates that all their Dadtrinesis'« 
Ganing.o of oy and his Word, and his Sctvants 
pain is fear, -: 
5:20 inflamed. with Jdels , underſtand their 
Wl up: Withi 2+bigh'conceig of the goadneſs 
 fhvig vay- 1 By.eweny (gneen; Tre, underſtand afair 
axtengal ſhew of Holineſs : By Satrifeing Grildnen 
w1heivaley,, wader the raps of the racks underſtand , 
Fy 8g: the.) ls: gf their heazers 40, believe that 
they ſhajb ba Freitful; a3 Ply ne have a ſtroug 
defence by theix Holineſs, as by hos. 

Horſes: By ſmoth foxes, undes bd 4 plcafog 
None » tha Man may-Attai ping Glyatiqs-liy his 
Qfen _— 6 £h1$:46: the:! 'grguy of all his Qfftrings 

» koavit, of all lis praying, and what- 
erica: in;way ofiReligios, he:idoth nothing 
wlieihe delights inthe faw of God, por ſpeaks 

uſe he believes Jeſus; but allso beautific him- 
« procure Love.; but. rhe Lord Hlith, Stud I 


in: theeſe'f 
't enſe. 'Þ> Thaumadeſ thy Bed —_ merghieb ey 
en to wit, thou reſtedſt upon thy wiſdoun and 
Tghteo rghoeop hal ſyel3, which theu-accounted(t. ſo: high, that 
gemedlt thy {elf a Chibi fiiFGod, rouching 


the righteouſneſ; of his Law , blameleſs.; thig-45a 


gh Mountain indeeg ; 2nd in this conceit "thou ſer- 
yelt God. V, erſe 


-a4%0 . 'An:Expolition.of the 
- Thep he teſtifics of Jeſus and his Grace, and 

FF all-to ſeek the Lord by faith in him; for in himhe; 
| near, and in him wiil he be found. 

.” Verſe 5. By man for/aking his own ways and i 


of 


| . wat. ons, 1s meant of ways ot Religion, and imagi - 

Ty holineſs, confiſting in works of zeal, and graj £, 

- devotion, as may be well underſtood by his promil pl 

| . of. Mercy and Forgiveneis; for they are not obtain} #+ 

> ed by Works, bur given frecly by Grace. b 

| / Kerſe 8 & g. Here by mans thoughts, is meant hy , 

; moſt 1eligious intentions to pleate Ged with hi F 

| working, repenting.,. believing, praying, and th} 4, 

like : 'By Gods  Thanghts , is meant his eternal pu-{ 

: poſe of Love and Mercy to rebellions Sinners {whak| 1 

|. ;Works, Repentance, Faith, Prayers, andall ) ar} + 

127 ; abominable in the ſight of God:; for he will-ſar} +- 
them by free Grace in Chriſt. - 

» -Io.the reſt of :the Chapter he ſhews the efficq| 


.pf- his Word , even the fruitfulneſs of free Grac| 

.vpon all to whom he-ſends it in Chriſt, by way! 

; compariſon, and then by types ;..by Mountains, ail | 
Hills, and Trees of the held, figuring the hardnel 
and. highneſs ofthe thoughts of :men ſubjefted, and 

filled with joy in-Chriſt ; and by the Fir: rrge and'tht | 

t Myrrhe- tree, prawn :inſtead of Thorns and Nettles, | 
fnguring all fruits Toke Spirit, asLove, Joy, Peace, | 

:&c, abounding in: their hearts; -which beforewere | 

-full:'of Hatred, Hypocrifie , Luſt; :and all Unkod: | 
mock: - {> |=5 7 357 , bs; OY ; 1 33 

. .' Chap. 56. Verſe.1;'By keep. Fudgment, underſtand | 
| judge rightly betwixt that which is of God, and tha | 

FE - which is of mail. By @ «free, underſtand , Ho- 

» 8 .nour that whichis of Ged, 'and caſt our that which 

js.of man ( though:'it ſzem never. ſo holy ) tread 

#: pader fgor as Nutg, as Par{did ; for this , 

X 7 " 


Se, 
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bedone; when' the righteonſneſs and ſalvation of 
God is revealed, as it was with Paul. 

Verfe 2. By the Sabbath keeping unpollated, under- 
ſtand, ſtanding ſtedfaſt in Faith, and'adding nothing 
to it as any righteons work or help to ſalvation 
for believing is keeping the Sabbath ; as is' fully and 
plainly declared ,* Heb: 4:' and "Believers only keep 
their hands' from doing any evil ; for rhey are keps 
by Faith through the piwer of God to ſalvation. 

* Verſe 3." By the Son of a Stranger, underſtand man 
in his raturat condition ; -for he /zves withour God mn 
the wor!d, a ſtranger to the 'Covenant of Grace, as Paul 
ſaith. Ant by joyned'ro the Lord , underſtand, him 
upon whofr the Lord hatlr' ſo handed his: Law, that 
he lies ufider the ſence' and: burden of this Sins, and 
hangers after righteouſneſs; -- : ks 

Virſe 4. By Eunuch, underſtand the ſame ; and by 
Keep my Sabbaths, underſtand, believeth) as before ; 
By chuſing | the thing that pleaſerh me , underſtand , 
truſts not'in' any 'righteoutnets' that he can perform 
by obeying the Law ,''or any Word of God , but 
chuſerh the righreouſnefs of God, which is by faith 
in Jeſus; for in him” alone God is well pleaſed, and 
that 'is the *righteonſnefs” off God, and the taking 


. ho'd: of fits? Covenanit; for to believe forgivencts 
of ſins by«Chffiſt; "is the Covenant'of Grace. 
: "Perſe 51" 


; ;D) Holy Moli#irain®, underſtand juſtifica- 
tion by' Faith, anCtifi-aripn'of the Spitir, and'peace 


of Conſtietiee: ' By Honſe of Prayer , underſtand 
ſubjeCtion to the will of God F' for the 'Believer re- 


joyceth that God reigns, and prays for nothing but 
in ſubmiſſioiyto the will' of God. By Birynt Offer- 


sngs and Sicrifices ,, underſtand , offering. np'them- 
ſelves; Body, Soul and Spirit.unto the Lord, which 


1s his acceptable ſepyice, as Part faith. By Altar , 
CF 4 undere 
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nor. rgEprove -Joyning a,.profeſſion- & 10n,- gnd 
[oOVe on the. world i . ers them 
ſelves.: Slep., und | Cour + that they 
Are v0! T the fear o) hey UF YL. troubled! 
for their fiofulngſs. 


An Srpattion of the - 
podeeſtpng the Loxd Jeſus; for in- him arg all thing 
ACcep 
Verſe 8. By Sceticred of Iſrael, underſtand, Fi 
that truſted jn their own righteouſneſs ;, for there 
are men fcattered from God and his Grace, into my 
ny Opinious and Forms of Religion. :Ang by the 
that are to be gathered, underſtand, thoſe j pl 
Lyſts,which 3 in Wirael were called Son 
and there is no difference between them. an i c en 
tiles; for as they dg worthip Idols, 10 thele. make; 
Fer their Gold, o thejr Relly, their god. 
Verſe g,. By cel begf to devour, underſtand d th 
udgments. of. G agatnlt Jin, that every Foul 
corn in Pieces a$ by Lion and Bear (a5. 
gas )- Ht ſo they might be brought tg, T7 uazo 
the 44 in the day of their Miſery (. 35th Prods 
[di | 
ok 10& 11, Here in Teachers of Forms of ts 
ligion aredeſcribeq : By Bling, uaderfiand, that the 
are. norant of the difference bernine thay whichs 
od,-and that which is of man, ſo that ey have 
a knowledge to diyide ,the Word q uk od aright, 
By they are dumb, they Faxinet voks underſtand, that 
they. canror reprove Hypocrifie, f of they Ars: hypo 
crites thepnſelyes;, neither. can they reppove perth 
cular ſins, for they. lien bs hem! of Fe fy Ol 
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bleſidraſe' of the rightcous in departing ovh of this 
Life, and for ever. -. 

Yarfe 3. By Witches Children, ic, underſtand fall 
Texchers 2nd their Hegrers, as by whom Paul tajd 
the Galqtiong that they were bewitched,and in whom 
it is writeen , that 4 Speris of Wboredaw u6 51: the nyd(Þ 
of them; for they goa whoring from their God after 
their own conceited wiſdom and Figntoouiucſs things 
that. cannot profic them. 

: Vaſa a, He intimates that all their Dactrines.is'« 
org of God and his Word,. and his Servants 
purine ive1n his fear, -- 
Poiry By imflancd. with ldals , underſtand their 
mij ted up With a:bigh'conceig of the goodneſs 
ig way: i: By:qwery gneen: Tree, underſtand afair 
ann ſhew of Holineſs : By Saqrifging Ghildren 
he n+ wader the tops of the rocks , underſtand , 
vg: the.) Owls: of their heazers 40. believe that 
they ſhall be Freitful; 25 Palleyngnn | have a ſtrong 
defence by theis Holineſs, as byR pets 

Horſes By ſmorh foxee, underſtand 2-pleatiog 
Nocrng + Thar man may- Alta) ning 'Glyatiqn-by his 
9jFn WAYS; 4þis: 157 the: ground; of allhis Offerings 
rifices, £o2vit, of all his praying, and what- 


Correo doth in;way of Religios, he:idoth nothing 


wleihe delights in 4n the Faw of God, por ſpeaks 
uſe he believes io Jeſus; hut all co beautific hun. 


wars . Love; 4 but: the bord faith, Shed J 


bi, x la Thanmadef thy Beg pena weey high 0s 


jams | to wit, thou reſtedſt upon thy wiſdom and 
(yelh, which thou-accolunted(F. ſor high, that 
edſt chy ſelf a Chibi of;God, rauching 


4 Mountain indeeg , and in this conceit "thou ſer- 
V erſe 


yell God. 


v « 


1" Verſt 8: Behind; the doors alſe and poſts than aſt ſu | 
up thy remembrance, to wit, Thou-haſt kept thy fin | 
under the ſhew'of Religion, which chou haſt:made | 
to'ſhine in the fight of men;'there haſt rhox enlavged | 
tby'Bed, to-wit ,'thou haſt endeavonred by a large | 
ſhew of Holineſs, to get the*praiſes: of mers; and 
"therein haſt thou reſted, as in'a Bed ; this haſkthay 
loved and ſought2in all things: -- + 943 2.200 
Verſe 10. Thou weariedſt thy-ſtlf in thy: manifold | 
-Joutneys, yet thou ſaidft not, there's ns hope 1\-thou haſt | 
found life by thy-hend, &c. to-wit , Thou haſt gone | 
from one form of Religion to another ; yet when | 
' "thou waſt weity vf-one ,*becauſe-it anſivered not 
thy hope, ; thou wouldſt not ſay there was:n&tiohe 
- for:thy. ſalvation in any” thing that thou could do, 


zthar ' thou mighteſt turn- to' God, 'and-confels thy 


. ſelf an unprofirable Servant ; bnt thou. 'haft* hoped 


to have Life by thy new way., therefore: thou 'waſt 


. not grieved that: thou failedft ilvthe formers ' 
Verſe 111. Bydied'on me, underſtihd; Thowy believ- 


edt; and faidftitoothers; that [required thoſe things | 


-of thee, and of all people, and have laid thatisn 
*Burden  vpon-rHtiem' that they 'muſt perfortiy, 'and 
halt not remembred the freeneſs'of .my Grace /and 
''Love,' nor haſt ſerthy-mind vpon: it; thatwhitſo- 
-evcrimy people do, they dditwitha chearfel mind, 
.as a-free-will' offering, ; andrejoyce in its -111379% 
:. -\By<7 held:my poate, underſtand-,] I'did 'not? exalt 
my Law in thy heart to diſcover all: thy -ſins,;;md 
- bring thee under the Curſe, therefore thau-kraredſt 
: Me mot. V3 i 1; 51 rol. ra Ab 
.. Ferſe 12. I willideclare thy righteouſneſs, &c.. to 
«wit, that all thywpbedicnce pak 2p 1s CAENat' 2% 
thog arc, ire 2 Hl bo pn gtT 02 
7 who 6f11 hat " Vaſe 


et 


ay = — — — 
= 
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Verſe 13. By them that thou. haſt gathered, under- 
ſtand, thy Hope, and Confidence, and Peace which 
thou promiſedſt to thy Soul out of that carnal 
Obedience. By Wind, underſtand , the Wrath of 
God. By the Lana, underſtand, That which King 
Hezkiah called the Land of the living, to wit, eter- 
nal Life through Chriſt : And by Holy Mountain, 
underſtand w— kn of forgiveneſs of ſins by Chriſt, 
and juſtification by free Grace, and ſanCtification by 
the guidance of the Holy-Ghoſt. x 
. The reſt of the Chapteris a plain declaring, 
Verſe 14: Firſt, Of ſending Fohn Bapriſt to prepare 
the way. : A i # 
Verſe 15, 16. Secondly, Of the Lord Jeſus to give 
Life; or as Paw! faith, to quicken them that are dead 


in fin by free Mercy. 


' Verſe 17.” Thirdly, Of the Judgment of God, and 
withdrawiug? his comforts becauſe of iniquity and 
coverouſneſs..::\' + 0624 | 

- Ferſ.c18, 19. Fourthly, Of the Miniſtry of the 


Goſpel. - - 


And Laſtly , 'Of the ſtate of the wicked in this 


Life, aid for ever.. . © ; 
#5; Chap. 58:'Fhe- firſt Verſe is a Command of God 
'to the Prophets, and to all Miniſters, to reprove the 


Hypocrifie- of Profeſſors; ' lat the four next is Hy- 


'pocriſie deſcribed: : Inthe'reft is declared true Chri- 


ſtianity, conſiſting in Faſting and. Sabbath-keeping ; 
for by Falting is -figured>the breaking ot mans heart 


-under the -ſence of all :his: Sin- and Hypocrifie, by 


the Law; and from Self-tove , to the pity-of the 


-Poor : And by Sabbath-keeping , is always figured 


ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt, whereby man is wholly turn- 
ed from all his own Delights, Ways, Will, Word 
and Works, and ſubmitted to thg Will and a 
9 
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.of God. in all-things.,, by the Miniſtry of the Go. 
 #pel or Doftrine of free Grace. 
 Chap.i59, ln the ſecond Yerſe, by Jniguity under- 
Ntand Hypocribe, to wit, thatall profeſſion of Reli, 
gioo is DBothing but wicked hypocriſie , - when the 
foundation. is not laid:in regeneratioy, ithat work gf 
God in Chriſt whereby/the '{Squl of man' is anti 
ed, therfleflx crucified, and the mind wholly ſubdyed 
ito the: will of God ; and without-which all:that man 
can do in the ſtriteſt way -of Raligion,. avails no- 
thing , fot his heart 1&-£1r ned from God, his ear is 
Nopped, it. will not recgive the Trothzof, God, that 
diſcovers mans corrupted Nature, bur receives the 
es of Satan, that ſtill-perſiyades him that by his own 


;doing ke:ſhall-be like Ggd; ;fo his hands are full of | 


Blood, and all' his members ſervants -of: Satan and 
'$i9 ; Jothat there is ng true Judgment,-to.witz no 


[diſcerning between that-which is of God; and that | 


which is of man; no Juſtice, to wit,. 9@ execution 
-of the Law-ypou'Sin and Sjtmer, the .Law is uſted as 
a Rule tq walk by z ſothat every onein his form of 
\Religian:glories that he: obeys the Law and Word of 
God, better than they of other farms ; yea moſt 
ſuppoſe ithey: outſtrip' thezt/ own Companians, 3s 
-Payl did, (orat leaftareittiebphind-the heſt ; there 
isn0-Light;to wit,no knowledge of thetrue God and 
-his free Giace ;, all afeindarkneſs,to-wit,Ignorange 
of thewaysof Life ; but theres roaring as of Bears, 
for \|hypocgites are. eyei,covetous ,. greedy of their 
\Prey;: and;tliere)s moptrnjug as of Doves , for they 
-baveloft their Mate ; thete*s. nothing» but like a wild 
defart or:barren wilderneſs in all the world about 
them ;"yet fo they rage [in their wickedneſs , that 
_ man/is the Objedt of their Hatred and Cr 
Eity,  - -. FI 


Verſe 
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Yerſe16. The Prophet bating this complained 
that iniquity reigned and raged fo in the earth, here 
{ers forth the freeneſs of Gods Grace, and riches 
of mercy, That he will not leave all men to utrer de- 
ſttuQion , t6 periſh in their ſins, but with a ſtrong 
hand & ſtretched out arm(as in Egypt) he will ſubdue 
Satan arid Sin, the enemies of our ſouls,” and par'his 
fear ito the hearrs of his people, andby his Spitit 
crucifie the fleſhly Luſts and worldly otind; thoſe E- 
netnjes of out peace, and- Jeſus ſhall dweliritr us. and: 
we in him, ar his Spitit- ſhall be upori us.” and all' 
true Believers (which afe his {red ard his feeds feed) 
for ever. . | hors 

Chap. 60. Here firſt is the Church call?d forth as it 
i$if the fight of God , fot to him it ſhines'in' bright- 


- neſs; he that bdlieves in Jeſus is with6tit ſpot or' 


wrinkle in his _ - but heis riot approved of met, 
but hated ,. pertecuted. as a Heretick,. a prophatie 
perſon, a Blaſphemer, &c. as Jeſus was: | 

Verſe 2. Here is the Hypocritt deſcribed, who iti 
the eyes of men ſeems moſt holy and religious, ſhi- 
ning-in his = | pgoone and” zeal, whetewith' he' 
beautifies himſelf to procure the Love of God, but 
groſs darktieſs is upon hith; fot he' is ignorant of 
God and his free Grace; thetefore he and all that 
hedoth is abominable in the ſipht' of. God, 'becauſe 
the Glory of the Lord is not upon him. 

From hence , 'the whole Chapter is the. ſetting 
forth of the glorious eſtate of the Church; not char 
there is a time when it ſhall be triumphant in the 
world, but when it is moſt perſecuted}, fot then it 
moſt trivephs; for then it is moſt confornied un- 
to its Lord Jeſus, irs Captain and Leader. And 
by the many Nations, and their Kings, and the Iſtes, 
and the Seas that ſhall be converted, underſtand , 
not 
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not only. the Converſion of other Nations, but the 
converting of Hypocrites and Idolaters from «all 
their falſe worſhips , wherein ſome reign as Kin 
( as Paxl ſaid )) ſome flock together in great mul. 
titudes, worſhipping in humane wiſdom, as Gamu- 
liel teſtified ; for all bigh things ſhall be abaſed, and 
all wiſdom confounded in the day of the Lord. By 
bringing in their Riches, and Cattel, Gold and Incenſ., 


&c. underſtand whatever: delighted them, or = 
} 


gloried in, or luſted after, ſhould all be ſubjet 
that mans heart ſhould be wholly given up to God, 


that he may poſſeſs theſe things as not poſſeſſing, | 


and uſe the world, and not abuſe it. 
Verſe 11. By #e Gates of Feruſalem being open 


God always, and to all perſons that are hum- 


bled by his Power. Kings cannot enter in but that | 


way. | 

Verſe 12. The Nation and Kingdom that will nit 
ſerve thee , ſhall periſh; underſtand how preatly all 
Converts do honour the people of God; fo that 


they which do not honour them , are hypocrites, and | 


therefore accurſed. 

Verſe 13. By the Glory of Lebanon, and the Trees 
thereof, underſtand that Gods free Grace ſhall brin 
unto his people all Strength, Glory, Beauty an 
Fruitfolneſs, 

Verſe 14. This ſhews that many Perſecutors of the 
Church ſhall become Preachers of the Word whick 
they bated, 

Verſe 15. This ſhews that every true Convert is 
brought from a moſt deſperate loſt condition, to a 
moſt glorious and comfortable eſtate. | 

Verſe 16. By ſucking the milk of the Gentiles, and 
Breaſts of Kings, underſtand , that when ſuch per- 
10.1$ 


wy —  ” EI" , _ 


mighe and day, underſtand the freenei!s of the Mercy: | 
O 


— 
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ſons are -converted ,, all their Heart, Soul, Might 
and Strength 1s drawn our to the Love of God, and 
Life of Faith. . -_ - | 

Verſe 17.. This alſo ſhews the great change of 
Converts, as the fifteenth Verſe ,. ſo that Conver- 
ſon is not an increaſing of our Rightequlnels, Zeal, 
and Devotion, but it is a total caſting out of all that 
we eſtcem?d before, as Loſs and Dung. ..+ 

Ferſe 18. This ſhews that Converts do know and 
acknowledge that their former Religion was a vio- 
lent thing , there was; no free- willingneſs to it, it 
was 2 heayy, Tax,.and- a Burden', .and- therefore 
brought-Deſolation ; byt now the .Soul praiſes God. 
with Jay-for his ſtrong Salvation. We | 

Verſ, 193 20. Thele fſhew that Believers rejoyce- 
not in the.enjoyment.of .aty Gifts, Qualities, Crea-; 
tures, Qrdjnances ,:.or .any thing whatſoever z for 
all theſe are but T'ypes+or Figures for the time of 
himthat; is to come,- and now he is come, and their 
Joy.is full; and all theſe things are fulfilled in him, 
he is. the wving word. of God, in him is the Law 
of the Spirit of Life, ;jn him they are circumci- 
ſed, baptized and nouriſhed ,, as with Bread and 
Wine; all old things are done away, all things are 
becofftie new and true in him. | 

Verſe 20, By poſſeſſing the Land for ever , under- 
ſtand, it cannot be meant of the Land of Canaan, 
for that is. not an everlaſting Land ; ;but it is the 
praiſe of God for their ſalvation, for that they en- 
terto in this life, aſſoonas they are converted, and 
ſhall live in it for ever. 

Virſe 22. By this ſtrength of Believers, underſtand 
their ſtrength by Chriſt againſt Saran, Sin and Luſt, 
and by «-lstrle one, and 4 ſmall one, underſtand, lefler 
and weaker man is-'in himſelf , more is Jeſus, the 

| ſtrength 
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ſtteagth of God z niaflifelted in him , to give him | 
Vieory over all the Enefwies of his Souls prace, | | 
Chap. 61. This is a plain Teſtimony 'vf Chriſt, | 


ahd -hi9 lorions work in the Redempriony 'Sandtif: 
cation; Satvdtion ; and Conſolation of onr. Souls; 
in the three firſt Verſes. | 
Verſe 4- By id waſte plates; and former Dbſolai 
0715, underſtand M' things that pertain to- the Sat 
vatiot! and Sandtification of the Soul, as the true 
fear of God, and oye to God ahd nan, even ty 
Engentics, and ſtedfaſt Faith: in- Chriſt , and all the 
works 6r froitsof ttie Spifit , as Love, Joy, Peace 
of Coniſcietice, Tettiperance, Chaſtity, Contentet- 
neſs with our Eſtates , true ſibjeftion to all Stpe- 
riofs: Fheſe things are either wholly negletal, 
of but ſlightly taught or obſerved, till tran be rege- 


rierated in Chriſt, and the Spitie given to mottilis 
ted £0 guide is , 


# the deedyof the Fleſlily mind, 'atvd co gulich 
in the ways of God; yea maity are ths Profeſſions 
of Religi6ti Whetein is neither - true fubjeCtion' td 
Stperi6rs', fior true Love fo men, except thei of 
= own jane Aro >, is here ___ A a 
iHiog Nemo defblate « warty generdtivns ; but 

the Reis of free Grce all be things arc faik 
ed up, and as it were, buildet| itt the heart of iifan j 


for livis void of Grace in whont theſe things are tot, 


ard-abound. | 


Verſe. 5. By Strdncers feeding onr Shetp, avrd flow 


Hg o# Gronnd , wnderſtand', that we ſhall follow 
our Callings;. not-in Covetouſiteſs; to increaſe off 
Eſtates, or to fatisfie our Luſts,” but! if! the fear 0 
God and ſibwiſſion to' his wilt for giving vs 4t- 


teaſe or not, ahd contentedneſs in adverſity , aid | 


ſuffering Loſſes, Croſſes , Troubles, and AMiCtions, 
& wellas in proſperity, and in proſperity to js 
s 
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-and pray that our hearts be not lifred up above o- 
thers, .or withdrawn from the fear of Gcd, and 
Love of his poor affli ted Saints ; which thing have 
been ſtrangers to our hearts and minds in the Eays of 
our Ignorance. | 

Verſe 6. This ſets forth the great honour and ad- 
miration'whieh new Converts have of true Beliey- 
ers. 

Verſe g. This expreſſes Gods Mercy to Believers ; 
( but thoſe Mercies are always to be underſtood of 
ſpiritual, Bleſſings.) EE 

Verſe 8. By Robbery for burnt Offering, underſtand 
a Profeſſion of Religion with a covctous mind ; for 
ſuch a 6ne often giveth gifrs to Churches, or Mini- 
ſters, or poor, for a ſhew of Godline{s, when he hath 
wreſted. and wrung. it out of all men he had to deal 
with, by cunning covetous practices. M0 

Verſe 9. Underſtand that the People of God are 
not known by Gentiles, nor any till they be converted 
therefore by ſeeing them, is meant ſeeing their true 
Faith and Fear of God, which none can'fee but they 
that ate converted from worldly mindedneſs into the 
ſame faith and fear; and therefore qur Saviour faith 
by the Prophet, I and the Children whom thou haſt 
gow me, are aſtrange thing to both the Houſes of If- 
Yaet. 

| The Cloſe is the Churches rejoycing in Gods Mer- 
cies. 

Chap. 62. Here is the Prophets zeal , . and the zeal 
of all true Miniſters, to declare the riches of the 
free Grace of God, for the comfort of all true Be- 
levers, althoughit is ſuch a Myſtery that others can- 
not receive it, but count it Hereſfie , and hate, and 
perſecute them for it. By Salvation being 4s &@ burning 
Lamp, underſtand, the free Grace of God inthe 
K k hearts 
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hearis.of his people ;, for it barns with a perfect ze 
againſt all the wiſdom and righteouſneſs of may; 
which cauſed Sr. P-xl to.:ccount his own. Joſs and 
dung, avd to wiſh that the. faiſe Apoſtles whid 
froubled the Church with it, were cut cr: | 

Verſe 2, The Prophet ſaith, that the Church hal 
te Called by a vew Name, which the mou:h of the Ll 
ſhall z4me. The Divine faith, that it ſhall be wray 
in a white ſtone, and no man can read it but he that hah 
it; atd this Name is that which Feremy teſtifies in 
the new Covenant, wherein the Lord ſaith, I wilh 
their God, and they ſhall be my Peeple ;, I will be thi 
Father, and they ſhall be my Sons and Daughters. This 
is the Name that God teſtifies ro the Soul, Thou at 
#:e; none knows this but he that hears it; and 
this is that which David hearkned for , I will bed 
what the Lord will ſay wito my $,ul, wh:n he [peat 
prace to bu people: and therefore he ſaid, Bleſſed art 
they whom the Lord chuſ+th* to take thm for his own. 

Verſe 5. Underſtand by Sons, the fruits of the 
Spirit, or works of Grace; for they are fixed in 
the heart of a Believer, asa young mans affections 
in the heart of his Lover. | 

Verſe 6. By Watchmen , underſtand the free Love 
aud Mercy of God, wherein he watches over his peo- 
pie for good, as in his Judgments and Wrath he 


bat their Hypoct iſe. 
. V .8.By Give thy Corn tobe meat for thy Enemies, Ul 
derſtend, Thou ſha!t not profeſs Relizion to pleaſe 


men, which ccntents Satan and thy carnal mind, | 


tho'e great Enemies of thy Soul ; but thy exerciſe of 
Religion ſhall be to receive the Lord Jeſus, the true 
Bread, and to feed on him to eternal Lite, and to 
drink of that Water of Life, which fhall be in thee 


2 
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z fountajn flowing toeverlaſting life, even to receive 
theSpirir. | 

Verſe 9g. By Courts of Gods S.mtuary, underſtard 
Faith in Jeſus ; this iz Gods huly place. ard the Be- 
ſjiever receives bhe Spirit, not by the works of .the 
Law, but by hearing cf Faith. 

mer 10. This teſtifies to Fehr Baprift, the prepa- 
rer of the way, that Preacher of Repeintance,wher e- 
by ſtones are gathercd our ,, and the Standaid is ſet 
vp, to wit, a Teſtimcny whe: eby all ſhall know thar 
Jeſus is come. 

The Cloſe is this Teſtymony of Jeſus ard his peo- 
le. 
Chap. 63. Here by Queition and Anſwer, the Pro- 
pherceclares unto us the Lord Jelvs and his Mighiy 
Redemption and Salvation ; wherein, by E:'ow, the 
Land of Eſau, and Bozrah, one of his chick Cities, 
underſtand al Witdom and Religion-which is afier 
the fleſh, which is always figured by the eldey Bros 
ther, becauſe that which is after the f|-ſh, is always 
before that which is after the Spirit; for Lult, Prid2, 
Envy, &c- are befoge true Love and uprightne!s ro 
God and man, avd carnal and formal Religion is al- 
ways before "the Regeneration, and the free Gra: & 
of God which teaches to deny ungodlinelſs ard every 
worldly Luſt, and eſtabliſheth Faich, Hope, and 
Charity in the heart of man; and Jeſus when be 
comes, deſtroys all that's after the Fleſh; there- 
fore .he is ſaid to come from Edom and Bora, with 
garments red, or died in blood;, for he hath crucihed 
the Fleſh, he hath rrodex the wine- preſs of his Fai hers 
Wrath alone ;, and: becauſe amongſt allforms of R<li- 
210n he fourd them-all wiſe, and knowing, aud talk- 
mg, as with the tongue of an Angel, bur nuve cru- 
cifying the Flcſh, 'ar.d appezſing the wrath of God 
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tread them underfoot in wrath and fury, and the 
day of vengeance to be in his heart, and becauſethe 
"= deſtraCtion of ſin is for the ſalvation of the ſinner, 
o_. therefore he ſaith, The year of my redeemed is come. 
" Verſe 6. By Gods-:wrath and indignation , always 
v:deiſtand the execution of the Law to ſuch a diſ- 
covery of Sin, that man is brought to ſee himflf a 
void of any ſtrength to do good, as the drunken man 
to go on the way. 
Verſe 8. Underſtand that thoſe whom he hath 
brought ſo faithfully to confeſs their ſins, they are 
his People, and he will favethem. 

Verſe 9. By Angel of his preſence , underſtand the 
Lord Jeſus; for as by the Law he afflits, ſo by him 
he faves and comforts. 

Verſe 10. Underſtand a time of deſertion, when 
God is not preſent with them, then are they over- 
come by temptations of Satan, luſts of the Fleſh, and 
vanities of the' world, thoſe enemies of their Souls 
health, which withdraw them from God, and lead 
them into Rebellion; for when God: gives them into 
the hands-of men that are ther” enemies, it. isto 
bring them to know their weakneſs, and the want of 
his help to ſeek to him again. | 
Perſe 11. By he remembred., underſtand, he made 
them to remember all the mercies of God to his peoe 
ple, and to pray unto him, and to cleave unto him 
alone, and not toglory, that chey were the Children of 
EKrael, the poſterity of Abraham. | 

Verfe 17. Why haſt thou made wa to erre ? &e. UN- 
cert, why. haſt thov withdrawn the Light of thy 

- countenance from us? whereby alone weare preſer- 
ved from erring from thy ways, therefore they Pray 
bam [0 rot uh | 

perſt 


ipainſt Sin and: Hypocriſie ; therefore he is ſaid te | 


+" ww _ Sms G2 {— Ts | | 
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Vrſe 18, 19. This ſhews the weakneſs of Believ- 
er, thar ſtand not ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and thereby 
poſſeſs peace but a little while ; and when Chriſt is 
not with them, then Sin enters, and they areas if 
he had no Rule over them ; which is that which our 
&yiour ſaith, yer 4 little while I am with you; and 
2paift, 4 Litrle while and ye ſhall ſeek me, and cannot 
find me,, and where I am , thuher ye cannot come ;, aud 
ifain, 4 little while and I will ſee you again. | 

Chap. 64. Verſe 1. The believing Soul that hath 
known that the execution of Gods Law to the 
diſcovery of ſin upon the Soul, is the work of 
God, to bring -every Soul to ſeck after Goe, 
and'to be humbled under the ſence and burden 
of their fins, prays to God that he would ſhew that 
his power” as mightily and terribly as vpan Mount 
Sts; and/by melting; the Mountains, underſtand 
bringing down the haughty imagination of every 
mans heart. pt ot w; | 

Perſe 2. By Fire melting, underſtand the Law, as 
tie-Apoſtle calls it, the fiery Law; and by waters 
tyling, underftand'the ſubduing of iniquity, and by 
Gods Adverſaries, underſtand the unconverted , for 
al fc "are in enmity and hatred of God through 
love of the world. ' = = 

Verſe 3, 4. Here the Church confeſſeth, that is a 
ſnhge'way to man, which no power or wiſdom of 
min'ever underſtood. jp” | | 

Verſe 5. This ſhews that when man rejoyceththat 
God hath ſo diſcovered his (in, and thirſt afrer righte, 
qufheſs, God will meer hjm in abtdndagt Mercies , 2s 
off Saviour ſhews inthe Parableof the Prodigal, 

Verſe 6, 5, 8,9. Here the Church confeſs their ſins, 
al pray for Mercy, as the Prodigatdid, 

Kk3 ts 


\ In thereſt, by holy Citi-s and Sauuary lying wah] were 


edt. 


and bu: ut, isa Type of the prevailing of Satan aug 
Sin, to withdraw the hcart of man , wherein Gy 
'ſhou'qdwcti, and the Souls wheie all thould be ſac; 
iced. ro God, and the alfeRions, that ſhould low 
hin; adore all things, and cica«e to h malone, eve 
to lead them capives to Sin and Hypocrifie, an( 
therefore they pray that he will ariſe that all thei 
'enemies might be tcacrered before them at his pre. 
ſeuce; tor whiic he js ablent, they are afflicted abon 
meaiyre. ,-.. op 


Caap. 65. Verſe ', This ſhews that the converſion 
ef S1uners is b. Gods power alane , and that every 


,nacouverted Soul knows hym:not, and that the work 
of God isthe manifeitation of iamlelt to man-; whica 
45 plain f. om-this word, ] Jaz4, bchold me, GC. 


 Fe-ſe 2. Herebegins thedeſcription of hypccrites 
Verſe 3. By Sacrficing in'Gardens, underſtand wor- 


ſbipping. Godin: a way that. is. pleaſing to the fleſhly 
wiſdom, and makes a great ſhew of. fruitfulneſs. By 


burrsng incenſe npqn Bricks, underſtand. truſting in | 


_ their owt works; for Bricks are made by.man. © 

+ Verſe 4. By remein in the graves, and ledge in the 
deſar's nnde;ſtand, lie dead tn ſims, and: barren df 
2} yondnes:: By. eat Swincs fleſh, &c. underſtand, 
-f:ed . their tonls., with a conceited holineſs af their 
Religion, whilſt they themſelves are unclean and 
polluted ;, {or all unclean bicds and beaſts are a type 
or figure of the unclean heart. affetions and:con- 
a figure of Chyiſt, and his Word , and the: Holy 
Ghoſt. | = 

minds 


farrificing won the 1:85, pnderſtand that their 
- Were 


ſcience of unbalic- -rs, as: clean birds and beaſtsare 


Ferſe 7. By burning neon upon the mountains; ang 


were lifted uNn pride to eſteem themſ:lves above 
that: which.is meet by their Religion: © | 

Verſe 8,9. Here is ſhewed ihe gathering of the 
thoſen people of God, how few and how rare they 
are. os | ; 
Verſe 10. By Sharon and Achor, fruitful valleys for 
Cattel;/ s:figured the. Goſpel, whereby the Soul 1s 
repleniſhc with the fruits of the Spirit. 
- Ferſe 11. Here he proceeds to declare Hyporcrifie ; 
where,” by holy Mountain, underſtand the' free Grace 
of Geds By multitude and rumber, underſtand lufts 
and fleſhly affeftions, which are the Idols of all mens 
heartsiexcept the people of God, in whom they 2re 
mortified by the holy Ghoſt. F 

Perſe 15. Here is hoiden forth the Mercies of God 
tohis people,” and his Judgments upon Hypocrites, 
whichare'not to be underſtood of temporal things, 
but ſpiritoa!;for in this world th-y that a ec Chriſt s,muſt 
fer affii&109 and bave tribuLutien , that they may be 
perfefted byſufferings, as he was ; but the wicked flou- 
11/b like'a green Bay tree. 
"Verſe 16. By Bleſſing, underſtand comfort, or fix 


' his heart and/hope 3 -ai:d by 'Swearing,underſtand con- 


hrming-his' mind, that he will not change, as that 
which is confirmed by oath of witneſſes , muſt no” 
be chatiged.. = 

wa 17;' By all theſe Bleſſings, / underſtand the 
M-niſtry of the Goſpel, the Dodtrine of fres Grace, 
the Life of Faith, the Fruits of the Spiric, he works 
of Charity, the Patieiice of Saints , which are as 
new Heavens, new Sun, new Moon, new Stars ſhi- 
ning gloriouſly upon the Saints, our Lord Jeſus, and 
his Saints Believers ſuffering with patience all ſcorn- 
Ing, reviling, and afflictions, even to death, are as 
renewed Earth; and in theſe things They rej»yce, and 
KK 4 = _ 
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2re 2s. it were, builded, planted, effwhliſhed; now 
riſhed, and fed, and no man takes this Joy or. food 
 Ferſe25. By Wolf, Lamb and Lion , underſtand 
converſion of Sinners of all natvires, to feed on the 
Word, and live in Faith.and Fear of God. : By!$e. 
perectrng duſt, underſtand Hypocrites, who are the 
leed of the old Serpent , 'or ( as our Saviour calls 
them.) children of the Devil, truſting:in their own 
wiſdom and . works of righteouſneſs, which are but 
as duſt in compariſon of the free Grace of God. ;. 
. Chap. 66.. Here is the taking 'away -of- all; external 
things; as firſt, the Houſeof-.God; teſtifying/its the 
poor andcontrite ſpirit, that js'the houſe that- ht will 
dwell-in,:and ghe {acrifice that he will never; refuſe; 
and he declares, that all othes Sacrifices,. Oblations, 


Tncenſe, Gs. are. an abomination unto him, though 
commanded in the Law and Letter of the' Word, for 
they were, only,: Types or. Figures of the..giving tp 
Heart ,: Saul, and Spirit ungo God-, ardtherefore 
they that make them a worſhip,well pleafing to God,: 
have choſen.theif own ways ; for its'the::way of man 


to pleaſe God with a ſtrict form, of exteryal Religi-' 
on, but ſuch thoughts are abominable te; Gad; for 
—s way. to quicken. him ,when. he is dead, tp-lead:. 
hitchat is blind in the ways of Life and Lxuth,®to. 


draw im. by draughts of: Love,” even when he is an 
enemy, +0 make him of .a- ſinner a fon of, « 
forgive hi fins, and fanctifie his Soul, and all by free 


race; butthey that receive this Grace, are hated, - 


perſecuted , and ſlain by them that follow the exter- 
| nal Religion ;'and, rp | 4015 [1 
 Ferſe5. When they kill them, they fay., Let the 
Lord be glorified," i | EO 
4, Verſe 7. Herethe compares the Church to a ow 
a oa”, "be: 7 lg EC flow, 6 f ere os | ma 


, 


- 10 


uu ene tet ST 


man that bears Children, aud hath no pain or travel, 
becauſe; all the righteouſneſs of the Saints are nos 
their own-works, but the fruits of the Spirit of Jeſus. 
Herſe-ro. Underſtand that Fer»ſalew is not the 
earthly City, but the-Church of God, which he calls 
| 104 IM above. And by rejoycing with her, un- 
derſtand,. being madeof © barren in themſelves, fruit- 
ful by the Lord, and then they are: comforted with 
the ſame conſolations:thitſhe.is comferted with. . - 
Verſe 15. Here is manifeſted, that as Believers ars. 
eomfbrted, ſ Hypecrites are caſt out by the Goſpel; 
theme: Doctrine which is the ſavour of Life to one, 
is the-favaur- of death and damnation to the other,, : 
.. eſe 175, Here is Hypocrifie deſcribed, man ian;: 
Qiffiog: hum felf 3 iand where ?- 5» the gardens, to: with 
in-lleſh-pleaſing forms of Religion, and behind: one; 
tw, to wit, under one form, that he eftcems aboyg 
Wothes ; \and- how? eatirg Swines fleſh, and molt 
damingble\things,. een che Monſe, to wit, feeding, 
timind with his own conceits, whichaze filthy and 
lt;abominable in the fight of God. © + ++... cp 
From hence , to- the laſt Verſe, is declafed. the 
huitofethe Goſpel.in converting Sinners of-all Na- 
ions and Lfles afar off, that.heard:.not his fame, nor: 
bs big. Glory, to wit, that were deaf. through hand- 
je. of heart, that:they cauld not rexeive the Truth, 
tilGod opened the ear, and turn'd the heart to diſs 
cpline, and fo blinded by the wiſdom of the* fleſh, 


thafthey could norſee the bright beauty of the free. 


ck 0d; 'tith he draw. thiem-in by cords -of 
Lowes i 7 an ids eh nom t i 
'\Fhe.laft Verſe decharxes that Canvetts.ſhall plain». 


ly know.the miſcrable' eſtate of the-wicked. | 
27 1) ©. 15: FURKAGANS: 
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do | AfExpotf of the. 
St DES) ﬀ 21 ABR BAER. 5 nt 
"He Propher: Feremiahs [eemeth to reprove” Iſrad 
© for Idolatry, in worſhipping Images'of Baa, 
wide of wood-and ſtone, the work of their: own 
hands ; both-which do figure unto'us, our cohfidetiee 
m-our worſhipping of God in" our own iconceited 
righteonineſs 42.0ur. long Prayers, our Fas, our 
Zeal, &c. Therefore he faith;" 


Coap: 2. Verſe 33+ Why age hou prepare” thy ways | 


fe? k amy: f. ' And, / 
perſet 36. Why Lny oft the jo ike about os chang 
hy ways? A8- F001 ſometitmes-rruſted "in" ſhi; 
ſomerimes'in Egypr, and all in:yain;'fo man'truiting 
forrietinfſes-411" one, form of RHigion, : fomerinesin 
another, wilibe deveived ;5for all:is bur the! work of 
hisown' hands; afid 2 way of- goon wovention';, for 
the' way'or- God ts Tſrnel was, 
Per ſe'6. Fo" getrver bimout of os Land of: band: ”" 
et of Egypt; thr ough the wilderneſs, a deſart ji Waſt 
Land, Ld iy Tiwid; 'the ſhadow of- death, a Laxdihat 
m0 mn aſſeth by, and where no wan dwelt : J and whea 
_ Ihael followed him there, i; 
Perle 2: '1t was the kindneſs of bis youth, the 4 of 
bss Mayriaze ; then'was Ifral £0 the Lord, 4; -'i-., 
Werfe's: Athingchattowed, hes fort fruits, all they 
that eat it ,> ſhall -offend', ' evili ſhall come upon Yous ; 
which jainly figuresour-the work. of. Goq>deliver- 
ing: his people from their captivity-ro Satanand Sin, 
and giving-rhemto live meetly by Faith 1n:Jeſbs 
this is that wilderneſs,” that Defart; dry Landgwhere 
the Believer confeſleth , i» him there is no good thing ; 
cf this David Cith;'] divll 54% Laid of drought, where 
there is no moyſture at all ; and'' Paid complains he'is a 
wre:ched man, lying under a body of Death; no man 
will dwell here, nor paſs by this way, but by = 


mighty 
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mighty power of God, when he hath eſpouſed him 
to himſelf in faithfulneſs and judgment, that he be to 
him and to none other days without number ; and this 
1s the hindn:ſs < f his youth : when God hath made hm a4 
pewcreature, then he follows him in Love, and all his 
delight, is-ſet upon him;-as the heart of the young 


. Spouſe upon-.her beloved. . Again the Lord faith by 


Hoſea,Thou ſhalt call me no mare Baali which is my Loa, 
but thou ſhalt call me 1ſhi, which is, my Husbaud; where- 
by:it appears, that the worſhipping Zaal, doth figure 
the worſhipping God as a Lord under the adminiſtra- 
tion of the Law, whereby is threatned'death and 
curſe; and therefore man comes with all the Sacrifices, 
Faſts, and Feaſts, and long Prayers, and all Holineſs 
that he can to pleaſe God, and procure his love, bur 
all in vain; his Love is-not procured- ſo,z but ſaich 
he, Thou ſhalt call we Tjhs, thy Huband, to. wit, thou 
ſhalt be united unto. me under the adminiſtration of 
the Goſpel, even through Jeſus, in whom will par; 
don all thy ſins, and heal: all thy - backflidings, and 
Jove thee freely, thou ſhalt not offer me thy birds and 
thy beaſts, ;{1 will have:no meat-offering nar ſacrifice, 
I have mo pleaſure inither think not;to Þleaſe:i' me 
with.thy:prayers-, and. faſtings,. and ;alms, all is hy» 
pocrifie, : and abominable unto me, thou ſhalt rendes 
nothing; to.me for all my benefits, and loving kind+ 
nels, but take-the cup of ſalvation,and return thanks, 
L will work all thy works in thee, I have given thee 
the Lord. Jeſus and with him all things,: even wiſ- 
dom,;righreouſneſs, and all things needful to falvaz 
tion, this.is the cup of falyation, drink »O my beloved, 
d-ink, abgudantly, to wit; belicve in him, '1. have eſta; 
bliſhed all; fulne(s in bim,jf thou believe.in him, thou 
art filſed with that fulne(s, I: have given in him my 
Spirit to-gyide thee in all ghy ways, aad comfort theg 
in 
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In all thy affliftions , and my Grace to teach thee tg 
' caſt off all ungodlineſs, and to make thee abound jn 
all goodneſs, -and my Wordto fanCtifie thee, to be 
a light unto thy feet, and a lanthorn unto thy paths; 
L am not unto thee as a barren Land; if thou belieye 
not, thowcanſt not be eſtabliſhed; for then, Yer. 13, 
. Thou /orfakeſt me the fountain of living waters, and dy- 
gefrunto thy ſelf broken Ciſterns that can hotd no-water. 
ev. 22." And though thow take Nitre and much Sope to 
waſh thee, 'y:t thy iniquity is marked before me. Pei 
I6, 17. The Children of Noph and T aphanes have broken 
thy head ; haſt thou not protured this unto thy ſelf, be. 
cauſe thou haſt forſaken the 'Lord thy God when by ltd 
thee by the way, -to wit; whed' any Sin or Luſt preva'ls 
over thee, *it' is becauſe they didſt not cleave' to Jeſus 
by faith'; whereby alone"the heart is purified ; but 
thou haſthad confidentee in thy own works,and'(aidf, 
Verfe 25. T ani not polluted; 'T ans guiltleſs*;' I will enter 
into. Fudgment with thee becanſe thou' ſay; Verſe 35. 
T have not ſinned. The Lord hath vejefted thy confidence, 
thou ſhalt tot proſper. ' Every maks confidetice is in 
his- form of Religion, thats the Idol hethath choſen 
to himſelf 5 but God hath *fejected' then Ull ; man 
fhaltnever#toſper "but infabtmitting himſelf to the 
rightheouſneſs which is' of "G6d by Faith" in'Jeſus ; 
for he is the power andwiſdom'sf God todalvation ; 
and'it is ftpoſſible to pletfe God by any-6ther holi- 
neſs but by Fth/in him. ©: 200 0 OW 

In the third Chapter' hebepinneth to preach the 
Goſpel; even thegretitnels ariÞfreeneſs of the Grace 
ard Love of 'God; for by the Law, sf _a-man pat away 


his Wife,antd ſh# bevome' anothev nians,if he retlivn tobe? - | 


again, the Land is polluted, bit though 1ſrael bath pley- 
, ed the harlor with many Lovers; yet if ſhe THt err to him, 
ke will receive her ; yea tie woes her to rettirn ;' this « 
Srtuwdrns © | 0 re the 


| 
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the true Miniſtry of the Goſpel; therefore Paut- 
ſaith, We beſeech you in Chriſs ſtead ,, be ye reconciled 
4nteGod. Then he ſhews how 1/rael» played the har- 
lot upon the high places and in the ways.to wit, truſt- 
ed that worſhipping God in thoſe ways thasſhe highly 
eſteemegof, was true Holineſs, and well pleaGng' to 
God; and therefore ſhe called God her Father, and 
the guide of her youth,and hoped he would not be an 
ery with her for ever,for ſhe was his people.,therefore ' 
any afflictions thar he laid upon her, as that ſhowers 
were reſtrained.;.and the later rain came not, was but for 
the trial of her Faith, and exerciſe of her patience : 
thus all Hypocrites flatter themſelves, and cry peace 
to their ſouls, when they are far from the ways of 
eace, | 
f Secondly, He complains that in the days of 7oſi- 
ah, that godly King that was terrified by hearing the 
Curſe of God declared againſt Sin in the Book of the 
Law, and therefore reformed all that he could, and 
ſet up Religion with all his power, that /-ae! played 
the harlot ſo much that he caſt her off, and yet this 
was 00 warning to Fudah, but ſhe rebelled more ;, all” 
which-is but to ſhew that all Reformations that are by 
fear under the Law, avail not, they are but hypocri- 
tical z the greater profeſſion they make of godlineſs 
and zeal; the more hypocritical they are; it?s not the 
way that the Lord hath ordained for conyerſion of 
ſinners, therefore it is written, when any King did ma- 
ny things in reforming Religion, as. pulled down the Al- 
tars of Baal, and the Groves, and repaired the houſe of 
the Lord, and commanded the people to worſhip there, - 4s 
God had 6ommanded, yet the high places were not taken a- 
ay, but the people worſhipped in the high places ſtill ; 
which figures to us, that all external Reformation 
takes not away pride of heart,but that centinues ſtill. 
But 
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But then he-comes to ſhew.the work of the Lord:1 zif 
take you. anc of a Ci:y, and two of 4 Tribe, and will brin 
you to.Zion, Alas,how few are the people whom G 
rakesto himſelf/ how many thouſands in every City, 
and in ever . Fribe, & but one or two whom the Lord 
chuſeth tefimſelf ? And what means this ? I will brin 
you to Hlon: was not Zion in Fernſalem? and doth he 
no#fpeak to Jeruſalem s Inhabitants ? here is the my- 
ery , for by Zion is always ſignified his Church, and 


/ they are all glorious in appa el, but it's withen ; there- 


fore this manifeſts they whom the Lord takes to him- 


ſelf, he brings them from their forms of Religion, to | 


the living power of the Truth. The Palmiſt figures 
this by forlaking her kindred and fathers houſe , ſo ſhal 
the King delight in ber beauty, for he delights not in burnt 
offerings and ſacrifices, but in a broken and contrite heart, 
that's the only ſacrifice which always acccptable um0 
vim. So he proceedeth to propheſie of the Goſpel, 
that he will give them Paſtors according ro his heart, who 
| Will fcedthem with kxowledype, to wit, that will preach 
Jeſus unto them ; for #n him are hid the treaſures of wiſ- 
dom and kaowleage ; and then they ſhall ryemember the 
Ark, of his Covenant no more, to wit, the Covenant of 
. works, for the Book of the Law was in it ; neither 


ſhall the Marmathat was in it be- any more admired, | 


which was a figure or ſhadow of Jeſas ; for now the 
Subſtance, even Jeſus himſelf is revealed to their 
. Souls; neither ſhall the golden Aice and Emrods be 
mentioned, the Plagues wherewith he ſmote his Ene- 
mies; for now hatred of man ſhall be overcome by the 
love of God in Jeſus, and enemies ſhall be reconciled 
by his death, and ſaved by his life. So he ſays Feru/alem 
ſhall be the Throne of the Lord at that time ;, and every 
word of time to come,ſignifieth, when Jeſus is reveal- 
ed 1n the Soul, then by Fer»ſalen is figured Believers, 

or 
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or true Chriſtians, whom Pax! calls the New Fernſa- 
lem whicy Comes down f Yom heaves : and then here is 


- holden forth tne in-dwelling of God in them, or the 


life of Chriſtianity ;.it is God firting upona Throne 
in the. Sools, whereby'they are judged continually in 
all their-thoughts, words and deeds, that thry may be 
condemned in all things in the fleſh, and juſlified only in 
the ſpirit by bus Grace. And that all Nations ſhall ve ga; 
thered to'ir, ſignifies, that Jew, and Gentile, and every 
one whoſoever, ſhall be converted by the ſame pow- 
er, and preſerved by the ſame grace ; only by this 
mealis Iſrael and Fud:h, and their enemies out of the 
North ſhall te united together ,, this unites all forms of 
Religion, making them caſt away their Forms which 
they idolized ſo much, to the Bats and Moles, that ' 
they may rejoyce to live under the power of Grace, 
and the ignorant Heathen, and heatheniſh prophane 
Perſon are joyned together in the ſzme life and light 
of God, as Iſaiah faith ; The people that fate in drk- 
heſs ſaw a great light, &c. Theretore he faith, [gave 
thee a pleaſart Land, the glorious heritage of the armies 
of the keathen ,, when a heatheniſh mind is converted 


unto God, and taſtes how good & gracious he is, and-.___.___._. 


beholds the largeneſs of his free Grace, and feels the 
warmth of his love , then they have a glorious hert- 
fage, & it is the ſame which he gives toall his people ; 
then lays he down the backſlidings or failings of the 
people of God, who,as a woman rebelleth againſt her hug- 
band, ſo they rebel againſt tife Lord ;, then he holds forth 
their repentance; that chr weeping, and.ſupplicaticn, 
and confeſſion was heard apon the high places, to wit,their 
high minds, wherein they offered facrifice;as it is ſaid, 
they ſacri.:ced fi1ll inthe high places, which figured high 
Minds;foare they ſaid to weep #pon high places, to ſigni- 
fe thattheic minds are ow putl'd down. that they are 

brought 
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brought to ſacrifice nothing but a broken & contri 
- heart. conufeſling iniquity, & crying for metcy,and xc. 
knowledging that nothing elle availeth to ſalvation, 
therefore they ſay, in vain is falvation boped for fron 
the hills and nuultitude of mountains; whereby is figuryl 
the.many inventions & profeſſions of holineſs, where. 
by mans heart is lifted ina high conceited holineſ,. 
Ch. 4. Upcn this begins the Lords Exhortation; y 
Iſrael, if thou return unto meas if he ſhould fay, returns 
not as thou haſt done to thy own priſoner f 
whatever thou doſt in way of obedience to my Law, t 
being carnal, and not regenerate by me, tus carnal, an 
therefore an abomination to me ; and if thou wilt put then 
away, thou ſhalr not be removed, but ſhalt be confirmed (4 


by oath) to live in the truth,” righteouſneſs and judzmen | 


of God, in whom all Nations (that are converted) hal be 
leſſed, and ſhall glory. Yer.4. Therefore be finſt renew- 
edin mind, think not that the righteouſneſs of God 
can proceed from a carnal mind, wherein love of the 
world and flefhly Iuſts grow as thorns in an untilled 
held, be circumciſed in heart, not inthe fleſh, for that's 
but carnal and hypocritical, againſt which my wrath 
burns for ever as againſt all inventions of man. Yer/. 
5, 6, 7 Here is the exhortation of the falſe Prophets, 
who perſwade men to ſtrengthen themſelves, and fly to 
firong holds,to wit, to uſe all their care and diligence, 
to exerciſe all zeal and devotion to eſcape the wrati 
of the Lord,as men flee to ſtrong Cities to eſcape the 
Enemy ; but it cannot be eſcaped, for he  /ike a Lion, 
he # th deſfoyer of the Gentiles, all heatheniſh wicked- 
neſs and prophaneneſs muſt be deſtroyed, widow mult 
' be confounded, nothing lefc, but like Cities deſtroyed, 
without inhabitants,{o that neitherKing nor Princes cal 
help by their power, nor Prieſt and Prophets by theis 
wiſdom: | y F 
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- Perſe. to 14. Sothit the peofile are deceived fs 
by.the. Lord, becauſe they truſted imtorhe falſe Prophets 
who prophecied peace unto them in the name of the Lord 
adbe fent them net,. therefore their word is but as a dry 


waidabe neitker famieth 7.07 cleanſeth,” But the word of 


therLord: ſhall be as & wighty wind, ard ſhall give Jen- 
toe upon them and. upon all their wiſdom and righ;eouſ- 
wſs that they fled irito and trufed in, -and ſhall be deſtroy- 
th;:for-his word and his judgments are fierger than ftorms 
anblike borſes ſwifter than eagles. [5 TO HEN af? 
»Prſe"14.-to 25. Therefore O Feriſalem ſubmat thy 
flfto chs word, theſe 'judgme: ts of God, for this is the 

mp'the' heart fron wickedneſs, yea'tven from every 


{ 't> 


 wiched-thought that rehozins in thee: that the fleſh and 
| Withis #&' fleſhly miay tbe deſtroyed, and the ſoul may b: ſe 


ved »dvwvice diclartth from Ban and pkbliſheth afftidti= 
fn Mount Ephraint, Dar 152 City tn che utmoſt 
biider;of:the land, which fignifierh' the further man 
from: God, the neafer to deſtractionFand the high- 
exmani& heart is lifced vp like-a'Mounr; ſharper will 
thejudinents of God be upon hin#;+S6 'the word of 
Godlis) unto the Soul; as Scontr-1Þ% detlare that 2 
ghiyidimy #5 at hand," which they cannot eſcape, for 
carers all mans ways and inventions to be wick- 
edneſs,; therefore it will pierce even totheit heart; & 
deftwill they find itabitter thing that-fhey followed 
hing vanities, and' have forſaken Gods everlaſting 
metcies.”  Hence'ifollow the crics of: an afflicted Soul 
'the wrath of God, as of a land waſted by att 
Aimy;! Here is the'complaint of God; that his' peo- 


- plepta wit, they tharpeofeſſ'd his worſh)p were foo- 


liſkichildren, yet wile to do evil; -to wit, To Exer- 
aſs carnal Form of Religion, a blind Zeal, a proud 
knowledUg, - but to'do well they had ng ungerftanaing 
wvit;; toſubmitto- the TW of God whictt 
$15.23 TT : Is 
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15 by faith, and purifeth the heart, pleaſeth God, and 
worketh by love all . righteouſneſs towards God and 
man. | | 
py Verſe 23. to 30. Hence He ſheweth that whip| 
man 1s without . being therefore without God and 
Chriſt and Holy Ghoſt aud Grace, and. thesefareql 
the world is unto him as before it was creared;"the 
earth void, the Heavens without lights, the Meyn. 
rains a trembling Chaos, and no manthere,. no bird 
the fruitful fheld a barren wilderneſs ; Cities broken 
down, the whole land deſolate as if deſtroyed hy grex 
wars, to wit, the wrath .of God forſin, ſo .confoun. 
ding the ſoal of man, that all the Creation bringgno 
comfort, but increaſeth his terrors. becabſe they refti 
fie to the righteouſneſs of Gods judgments againſt 
him ; therefore He asketh him, whaz mile then do whin 
thor ſhalt be Eqfraged ? thangh thoucleath thy ſelf mit 
ſearlet &c. thou trims thy ſelf in vain; all 'Hy- 
Pocritical Forms of Religion will do no good 
when Gods judgments are upon the ſoul;''7 heard; 
xoiſe. as of a woman travelling of ker firſt child ; afiet 
the judgment of God hath made all the world'no 
ring to mans ſoul, then brings keforth firftifruits to 
Gad, then he ſtretcheth out his hands to: God.for 
mercy, and mgurneth becauſe of murtherers ; to wit, 
deluſions of Satan and his confidance in carnal Reli- 
gion that deſtroyed his foul. ,_ | 7 012th 
; Chap. 5. Verſe 1. to 1c. This is the work of the 
true miniſtry of the word, this js the true effeft of 
the word, eyen to ſearch every heart, (as'He that 
runs to gnd'fro ſearching every houſe for a man} 
but..when the word. ſearches the heart of nan faith- 
ully , every maniis found out of the way ;; as David 
Gaith ?/e. 14. But: the Miniſter of the wotd hopes to 
Tome, He thinks, its for want 'of underſtanding, 


there- 


. * 
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therefore .be will try the wiſe and learged, and' the 
ealous Profeſſors of the word; but theſe are far 
worſe, the wiſdom of the world is fooliſhneſs in 
Gods word ; the Profeſſors zeal is without knowledg 
and therefore full of envy and hztred and contradict:- 
on. There/oxe the word ſhall be as a batt:1ring hamm.t 
and a burning fire, and the Lord wilt by it tear thn 1 
pieces, as the ſheep arc torn in pieces by a Lyon, a «lf, 
or a Leopard, as he 4. d Hezchiah, from Gay to night hs 
will make an end of them '; he will make hnown their ſins 
zo be filthy Tdolatry and Agultery. hurting Harlots houſes, 
C& like. borſ- 5 every 0:e neighing af: er his neighbours wife ;, 
whereby. he-;ſignifties th.t Adultery 1s deteſtable to 
God ; and therefore he compares Hypocritical Pro- 
feſlian of Religion to it,, which is always moſt abo- 
minable x0 h1m ; for it mekes even his prayers abomj- 
nable, therefcre he will not ſpare ſuch 2 nation. | 
Ferſe 10. Here agai:1 the Lord gives Commillion 
andCommand'to his M inifters to dire his word a- 
gainft their zeal and Holingfs, whereby they think 
themſelves fortiked as with walls, and to thraw it all 
down except that which is founded on the Rack,even 
vpon Chriſt by faith ; and therefore He ſaith (nor all) 
and He commands them to caſt down their hopes 
whereby they think themſelves ſecure from: falling 
dwn: (as he that walks. upon a Houſe is ſecured by 
Battlements)_ for thele Battlements are not the lords, 
for theword of the lord is, Let him that thinks he ſtands 
toke heed: le.z/ft be fall. But Iſrael and Zydah even all 
Profeſſors and Practiſers of external Religjon ſtand 
out ſtubbornly, and deny that this is the word of the. 
Lord; they eſteem themſelves ſecure enough by their 
Holineſs an Zeal, and account the promiles,of God 
tobelong 19:them ; that. plague, ſword, or famine, 
nor any £vilſhall come 5pon them ; therefare the Log 
»* + UN WW! 
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W;H make his word in the mouth of a true miniſter ſharyy 
than a gonb'e edged ſword; It ſhall divide between mar. 
row and bone, and diſcover all ſecret intentions of 
the Heart, and burn like fire, and they ſhall be de: 
ftroyed as any countrey is deſtroyed by a mighty ene. 
my ;' an auncient nation whoſe Language thou knoy- 
Eſt not; for this kath been from the beginning, that 
God by his Law doth difcover ſin, and bring every 
ſinner under guilt and wrath, but thou knoweſt nor 
that Language of it, but will have it to be a Rule of 
righteouſnefs unto thee, and juſtifie thy doings ; but 
it will diſcover thy doings to be Hypocriſie and bring 
thee under curfe, that thou maift ſeek to Jeſvs for: 
Bleſſing ; but thou knoweſt not this Language of Ca 
aan; but ſpeakeſt ſtil the Language of Afbard; 
therefore the Lord will extol his Law and makeit 
Honourable, and ſweep away the refuge of lies, as 2 
Prevailing enemy deſtroysall; even the fenced cities 
wherein they did truſt : Yet the Lord will not make 
a fullend of all Profeſſurs; for when He deſtroys all 
carnal confidence of man in his own wiſdom & righ- 
teonſnefs, He will ſave the ſoul by Jeſus, the Lord 
His Righteouſneſs; But Profeſſors ſay, why doth the 
Lord theſethings ? Is not our obedience to the Law, 
which He hath commanded us to obey, our righte- 
ouſneſs? Thetrue Miniſter anſwers, ye have not 0- 
beyed the Lord your God, but ye have ſerved other 
Geds, for your carnal minds cannot obey Godslaw, 
for it is ſpiritual ; bur ye have obeyed your dominee- 
ring lufts, even in your Exerciſe of Religion, for ye | 
have done alFto be ſeen of men; there you have 0 
beyed prideand vain-glory ; and under pretence of 
long Prayers, ye have devoured widows Houſes, 
therei.ye have obeyed covetouſneſs and oppreſſion; 


therefore I will give you up to hardneſs of _ bn 
blin6- 


_— 
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bKndneſs of mind, till you appear to be a fooliſh peo- 
ple, like unto the Idols ye worſhip ;. that have eies 
and ſee not, ears and hear not ,, that underſtand not 
that it is God that Ruleth the raging Sea, He alone 
can ſtay your madneſs, and without that work you 
are of an unfaithful and rebellious heart not fearing 
God that gives you rain , and Harvell, either in their 
due time, which ye ſhould never want, if your fins 
deprived you not of them ; to wit, you ſhould never 
want the rain of comfort, nor the fruit of joy unto 
your ſouls, if you lived by faith in Jeſus : Bur you are 
wicked Hypocrites, that neither will enter into that 
Covenant of Grace your ſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe that 
areentring in; you lay ſnares to catch, to wit, you 
allure.others into your Formal Religion, you lead 
captive ſimple women, there's nothing but deceit in 
your hearts ; But you eſteem your ſelves rich, increa- 
ſed with goods, you do not judg your ſelves that you 
might eſcape the condemnation of the Lord ; you 
know not that your ſouls want all things as fatherleſs 
children, and poor people ; bur glory in your riches 
and proſper.in-your way$S7 therefore I will viſit you 
and pull you down, and diſcover this horrible and 
filthy wickedneſs, that is among you and your falfe 
Teachers that you have choſen to your ſelves; for 
they Prophecie lies for their wages and you delight 
Init: And what end can you expect from the Lurd, 
but ytter deſtruction to you both. 

Chap. 6. Under the name of the children of Benja+ 
win whom he exhorts to flee out of ehe midſt of Feruſalem, 
Is figured the Lords calling out his people from a- 
monpt carnal Profeſſors, - for the judgments of God 
muſt fall upon them , even hardneſs of heart and un- 
belief; And compa-ing the daughter of Zion ta abeauti- 
ful wow”, fizu ez out Hypocrites, and ſignifies their 
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external Religion how beautiful it is in outward ap. 
pearance,: and ſhews how far it is from Chriſt, whoſ 
viſage is ſo ſpoyled, that there is no beauty in him 
when we ſee him that he ſhould be defired; And Pe 
ſftors coming to her with their flocks,. and feeding ev 
one in thtir place ;, figures ſeveral Forms of Religion, 
which all yet- agree in making a fair external ſhow, 
ſtriving tooutſtrip one another in cxcernal Holineſs, 
but ſtick ſtrongly to thejr own opinions, which is f# 
genred by feeding in their own place. Prepare War « 
g1irſt ker; Here a: ain the Lord gives Command and 
Committon to his Miniſters to Preach againit Hype- 
c ilie above all things; yea: night and day, 1n ſeaſon 
and out of {eaſon, for this Hypocrifie 1s the fountain 
of oppreſſion through malice and cruelty, ſhe ſpoy- 
leth the Church contin ally 2s the falſe Prophets, & 
High Pricſts and their Heaters deſtroyed the true 
Prophets ard Saints in J/-ael, and falſe Apoſtlesand 
Phariſees ard Szducees deſtroyed the Lord Jeſus and 
his Apoſtles and Hearers. They will not be inſtrutts 
ed though they be continually admoniſhed, 7 berefore 
the Lord "will forſake them and gather the remnant of 
Iſrael as one that gathercth ſound grapes ; and putshis 
hand into 'the basker again, that if he had put ina 
.COrruPt grape he might caſt ir out again; as IN our 
$4viours Parable; the Gueſt that had not or: a wedding 
garment was caſt out. 

Verſe 16. Herg he continues the reproof of Hypo- 
crites that their ears are. uncircumciſed z -for they 
having an; external Form of Religion, they have no 
delight inthe word of, God, which cafts, of all that, 
and requires-'truth in the inward part j; but the true 
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Difficult Texts itt Jeremiah. Joy 
{ 1{e Prieſts ind Prophets becfuſe rhey heal the hact 
falſly,.and cry peace where no peace is, even to them 


that work, and not to them that believe on him that 
juſtifieth the ungodly. 


Yer: 15. to 26. Here he ſheweth the condition of - 


Hypacrites{that they are not aſhamed to commir abo- 
mination ; for if they fall into groſs iniquity they 
hope that God will rot regard it; for every man 
bath bis failings, and God will have more reſpect un- 
to- their. Holineſs and zeal ;- and that their Prayers 
and all the practice of their Religion: ſhould bc a 0- 
mination. in the ſight of God, becauſe they are not 
regenerate, they will not believe. Therefore the. 
Prophet adviſeth them, among all ways to inquirs 


forthe old way , for that is the good way, and walk 


in itz, but that they will not, for that is to believe in 
Chriſt, the ſeed of che woman, bur that they abhor. 

Secondly, He adviſeth them to hearken to His 
Watchmen, and take l;eed to the ſound of the trum- 
pet; to wit, of the Goſpel, for that is figured by 
trumpet, but that they will not z therefore he cal- 
leth the Gentiles, alchouzh they be unregenerate , 
(which He ſignifieth by earth) and he will make them 
know that his judgments are juſt againſt 7/rael,becaufe 
they have followed the.r own imaginations, and not 
regarded his word nor his law : Yea he will make 
them know that it is in vain to brmg him Incencey 
Burnt offerings, and Sacrifice; to wit, to ſeek to 
pleaſe him by theſe their works; for he hath layda 
foundation of ſalvation in Jeſus, and they that Be- 
herein him ſhall never be confounded - but he ſhall 
beas a ſtumbling block: to this people, and all: than 
katn of them : as the Son learns ofthe Father, and 


afriend of his neighbour. Hence he threatens judg- 


ment; even to deſtroy. them as by war, by apotent 
enemy as before. L14 Ver. 


on. 
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. Verſe: 26. to 30: Here he calleth them to prext 
ſorrow and mourning for their finfulnets, as the on- 
ly means to prevent the deſtruction determined by 
the Lord, even to give them up.to hardneſs of heart, 
for that makes all'deſoiate, and their: hearts a caze 
of unclean birds; to wit, the very ſeat of all-inj- 
quity. 

: Verſe 27. This ſhews what 5 true Miniſter is untq 


the people; and what true Doctrine is : Towit, 


that he ſtandsin the gap ro intercede for them, a 
Adofes did; and that his DoCtrine ſearches the truth 
of the-heart in_ att their ways; :Laſtly, he teſtifieth, 
their-exceeding wickedneſs :1by reb:Uiiom children, 
their hardneſs:pfiheart by braſs and Iron, and their 
Hypocriſie, becauſe they pretend to refine as by a fire 
blown with bellows, and yet their wickedneſs is not 
taken away:; but they .are 2s reprobate ſilver, which 
will not be refined, therefore the Lord rejecteth 
them, 

' Coap. 9g, 10. Vir. 1.to 14. Vponthe Mountains wil 
Ttakg up a lamentation &C. By Mountains and far pla- 
ces of thewilderneſs underſtand haughty minds, under 
fair ſhows of Religion; for that is it which cauſesa 
true Miniſters ſorrow, and that is it, whereby mans 
truecomfort is deſtroyed, for he is rejected of God; 
ad therefore all creatures can do him no good ; and 
by this Profeſſors of Religion become as cruel as dra- 
gons, and mens hearts as deſolate as Cities without 
an Inhabitant ; .for where the Holy Spirit and free 
Grace, and the fear of God is not, there is nothing 
but deiolatipn and ravening luſts,*and theſe are in 


man that lives inexternal formal Religion, and none 
of the former ;, therefore he faith,: who is wiſe and he - 

hal naderſtand this, and to-whom the mouth of the lord 
. bath ſpoken even he ſhall declare it ;, as if he ſhould fay, 


he 


11% 


zeand no other ; for others do take theſe words to 
be meant of deſolations made by wars, and-other ex- 
rernal judgments. 

yer. 14. to 27. Here he gives the reaſon why Gods 
judgments are upon 7/rael, to wit, becauſe they walk, 
ed every one after the ſtubborneſs of his heart, (by 
which is figured mans underſtanding of the word of 
God after his own wiſdom) and after Baal:ms which 
their fathers taught them ; (whereby is figured forms 
of Religion which men are taught by other men)thoſe 
are the two grounds of a]l hypocriſie ; for in all Gods 
people their own wiſdom 1s confounded, and they 
are not taught of friend or brother but they are all 
tanght of God ;, and Gods teaching is bitterneſs to 
the carnal mind ; which is figured by giving them 
wormwood aud gall to drink, and ſcattering them among 
the heathen ſignifies to makethem confeſs themſelyes 
to be as wicked as the Heathen, ayd by fending a [word 
after thes, isfigured, giving the word power to enter 
into their hearts as a double edged ſword, to deſtroy 
all their peace and carnal confidence in their own 
conceited holineſs ; and then there will be great 
mourning as of Rachel weeping for her children, r:fuſing 
to be comforted becauſe they were not , for now can man' 
havenocomforts, for there are no fruits of his pre- 


' tended righteouſneſs, for his ſoul 1s parched, as li- 


ving in a land of drought where no moiſture is,there- 
fore death is entred,; they now ſee themſelves dead in 
ſins, they are dead carkaſſes, that can do nothing 
but corrupt themſelves,they are as dung in the ſtreets 
which no man taketh up for it ſtinketh/; ſuch are all 


: the*works andways of Religion abominable ro God; 


Hencethe Prophet concludeth with the glorious do- 
Afine of the* Goſpel, firſt calling his people from 
zlorying in any thing but Chriſt, by whom totey 
- Tr b a Il; 5* & . . - = @ 2 ju g- 
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heart, and by whom the Heathen are alſo convert 
and joyned to them in truſting in the Lord, and 
confeſling they are uncircumciled in themſelves, or 
unprofitable ſervants ; to wit, not ſufhcient of them. 
{elves to one good thought. | 

Chap. 12. Ver. 1, togz. This Chapter is ſomy- 
ſtical io that the Tranſlator could not tei] what to ſay 
ro .it in ſome places, but tells what others have 
thought, bur it is uo other. but a diſcoyery of Hy- 
pocrites ; who, though they are wicked yet. they 
proſper; to wit, in a ſhew of Holineſs, and they 
ſeem to.be fuH of zeal, as wealthy men are of rich. 
es, though they rebelliouſly  tranſgreſs: By Gods 
Planting.. underſtand, giving them his: Laws, Ord; 
nances, and Teſtimonies, even his Law and his Goſ- 
pel ; 'for 4n all theſe. they ſeem to take root, and 
grow, and-.bring forth fruit, yea with joy and glad 
neſs of heart (as our Saviour ſhews in his Parable by 
the ſtony ground) but all is but froth of the mouth, 
(ſaith the. Prophet) thox art far from their reins. 

Verſe 3, The Prophet in his own name figureth 
the Church of God, who teſtifies the truth of her 
heart unto.God, and prays that they may be brought 
to SCE , the Lord deſtroying all their Hypo- 
crite. 1... 

Verſe 4. By Herbs, aud Beaſts, and Birds, is fig- 
red all comforts of the Soul which the Lord deprives 
them. of, who are confident that God will not de- 
ſtroy them , but will ſave them for their conceited 
Holineſs and, wiſdom. - 

Verſe, 5,'& 6. Here the Lord ſhews the Prophet 
that the. wickedneſs of profane and earthly minded 
men are butas footmen, but Hypocrites are as F4- 
ging horſes, he. may dwell with the former. asina 
PEace- 


jadgment, and righteanſneſs, live in comet | 


ky 
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iceable1and, but theſe are as: raging in contenti- 
ons againſt the truth, as Jordan when it flows over all 
rs banks; they pretend to be-thy brethren begotten 
by the ſame word of truth, but they are unfaithful , 
believe them not, though they ſpeak fair to thee ; 
many believed our Saviour but he did not commit 
himſelf ro them. | 

Verſe 7, 8 Here the Lord ſheweth that though 
they profeſs to be his Houſe ahd his Heritage, He 
hath Erfaken them, he hath given them up to hard- 
nefs'of beart and blindneſs of. mind, thoſe great.ene- 
mies of their Souls health ;. and why ? . becauſe they 
glory in their own ſtrength (as Lyons do) and riſe 
up againſt me. And ſecondly, becauſe all their glo- 
ry s1n outward ſhows, like a bird of divers colours ; 
kt all beaſts and birds, corhe and devour her ; 'by 
this isfigured the judgments of the Lord and cries of 
2 gniltv conſcience, 

Verft 10. to 17. Here-is a Teſtimony againſt falſe | 
Teadhers:in plain words, for they: do all theſe things 
acainſt*the Truth; this teſtimonie is of the might 
work.vf God upon the foul, to deſtroy all thar isaf- 
ter the fleſh; then he ſhews how the Grace of God} 
entring,' they ſee the evil fruits that ariſeth cut of 
their own wiſdom and zeal; inſtead of good wheat; 
grow thorns, ſo that, they are aſhamed; that they 
xe lick and none to heal them. 9345 

Then he preaches the glorious work of the Goſ"- 
pel , firſt to pluck up all that?s evil, & then to have: 
compaſlion on them and. bring them again, and eſta- 
bliſh- them in faith and fear of God ; that:every-one 
may be confirinedn: the truth, to! truſt in the:name 
of God and his everlaſting mercies, for there 'is 
eſtabliſhment, and in all other things confuſion; | 


Chap. 
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Chap 13. Verſe 1.to 18, By the ſimilitude of 
Girdle He ſheweth what true Religion is; even thx 
the ſoul be bound as cloſe to God by faith, as the 
girdle is to the loynsz; when man is ſeparate from 
God though he thinks to be layd up ſafe by other 
Holy ways, all is corrupt and good for nothing | Ae 
ſows ro the fleſhand reaps corruption ,, And by the Pars 
ble of filling every bottle with wine, he figures every 
man ſo drunk and befotted and fllPd with high con. 
ceits in his form of Religion that they daſh ones. 


gainſt another, and every one againſt God ; as Pha. þ 


riſees and Sadducees, Herod and Pilate were ones 
gainſt another ; but all againſt Jeſus; but all were 
confounded, but he was exalted though he was f- 
flicted, Firſt therefore he adviſeth not to be proud, 
but to give Glory to God; to be proud is to eſteem 
of our ſelves above what is meet, to give glory to 
Gods to attribute all goodneſs to-him and his free 


Grace, God hringing darkneſs &c. is giving manup | 


to himſelf, for then he runs headlong into all evil 
to his own deſtruction, which is: occaſion. of ' great 
ſorrow to a true-Miniſter; as Paul was in affliction , 
(when the Churches ſtood not ſtedfaſt in the faith ) 
as a woman in Travel) til! Chriſt was formed inthem 
again. 

Verſe 18. By King and Queen he ſheweth, that ng 
earthly glory muſt free man, but that every ſoul be 
tumbled under ſence of his fins to ſeek unto the lord, 
otherwiſe he can have no ſalvation to his ſoul, nor {e- 
curity to his temporal glory > By Beautiful Flock ul- 
derſtand Hypocrites, for the true . Few js not beauti- 
ful1n-the ſight of man, neither looſeth he his beauty 
for God preſerveth him. | : 

Verſe 23. Can the Blackamoor change his Shin ? This 
is the Goſpel that teaches man that his ſin is not in his 


- actions 
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ations which he can change, but it is his whole na- 
turewhich God only can change ;, therefore, muſt he 
beregenerate or made a new creature or partaker of 
che divine nature ; for man in nature' truſts jn lies, 
even in thoſe doctrines of falſhood, that flatter him 
and. puts him in hope that he can do that which jg 
200d ; but every true Miniſter diſcovers every ſecret 
fnandall hypocrifie; and that unleſs he be cleanſed 
of all, he lies under wo and curſe. | 

_ 14- Verſe 1.to 11. By Dearth is figured the 


* Souls. famine, that man be brought to ſenſe of his ſin, 


as the Prodigal was : And by the Peoples prayer verſe 7. 
is fignibed, that mart never returns in true humility 
to ſeek: to God and confeſs his finfulnefs,-till God 
have brought him to that diſtreſs ; therefore it is faid 
God ſent a famine , before the Prodigal cried I have ſin- 
ved. And by their aelight to wander 1S f gured mans ex- 
erciſing all ways of ſeeming Holineſs, for then his 
heart is not eſtabliſhed in the truth, which hath no 
outward fair ſhow ; for it is nothing but a heart tru- 
ly burthened with ſin, crying to God for mercy and 
truſtingin him. | 
Unto the People of God by Sword is figured, the 
word-of God which is ſharper than a double edged 
ſword to deſtroy fin ; By Famine is figured that hun- 
ger and thirſt after righteouſneſs ſent upon a ſinner». 
by the Lord : And by Peſtilence is figured, that the 
Soul is made truly ſick of fin if God deliver not, 
happy are the ſouls whom God ſo viſits ; wato the 
falle Prophets and obſtinate ſinners by Srord is figu- 
red the temptations of Satan, which deſtroy all feag 
of God, and ways of truth, for he is alyar and a mur- 
derer; And by Famize. is figured. their eager deſire 
after riches that ſuffers them not to reſt, for their de- 


kres are enlarged like Hell that cannot be ſatisfied z 
All 


$76 -' 'Ay' Eppoſlitſon of the 
and by Peſtslence is figured that InfeCtion of ſm,where 
though they add ſin to fin, and draw on fin as with 
cart-ropes, every one is infected with the company 
ofanother, till they be nothing but as a fink of 


from the ſole ofthe foot to the crown of the head; | 


therefore the true Miniſter weepeth and prayeth un- 
to God. | |  BÞ 

') Chap, go. Verſe, 1, This Chapter ſheweth thathy 
this ſeventy years captivity threatned in all this Pro- 
pheey , is figured the captivity of the Soul under $z- 
tan in fin, or in hypocrifie bythe judgments of God 
upon them, and by ' falfe Prophets that Profhecied 
peace unto them and that the} ſhould: continue in 
their own land: ;-is figured falſe Miniſters that do not 
Preach the Law as'a diſcoverer of fin ; a battering 
hammer to break their hearts into ſoxrow for: fin, and 


a-burning fire that fo inflames their minds, that they 

can have no reſt; but preach ithe Law to be aRuls 

and Line of Righteouſneſs; that-by ordering theit 

ves and converſations according to. :it, they ſhall 
have. peace -and bethe Lords people : And by Pro: 

phecying to all other nations that theyſhall:alfo ſerve 

the King of Babel, is figured thatthere is one way of 

Redemption ordained of God to Few and Gemile, to 

Profeſſor and Profane-; te wit,. that firſt every Soul 

be'brought to know: himſelf captive to S2tan, carri- 

ed on in fin-and bypocrifie, faftbound as under thains 

or bands of Iron, and ſuch a hunger raiſed inhis mind 
after righteouſneſs, that bis hunger-ſtarven ſoul cries 
out as the Prodigal; how many. ſervants in my fathers 
heuſe have bread enough, and I periſh for hunger, there- 
fore the Propher ſaith, this is the time of F acobs trouble 
and- again, we-beard'a terrible woice of fear and nt of 
peace, behold” every man with his hands on his loyis us 4 
Wormanin travel : This day is'great none like tt. _ 
on _ tnen 
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thenthe ſetting down feventy years determnied for 
their captivity, gives hopes of comfort -that there 
(hall be'a deliverance ; this figures ontthe-redempri- 
on of the Soul from Satan and fin by Chriſt ; which 


| he ſignifies by breaking the yoak from off their neck, 


and all their bands, and- that they ſhall ferve David 
their King : And then the Propher preacheth plainly 
the Goſpel; they ſhall be delivered from the- land of their 
Captivity”; to wit, from finand hypocrifie,,and ſhall 
bein reſt 3nd proſperity; to wit, ſhall live by faith, 
ind bring: forth- fruits' of the ſpirit, for that is the 
popeany 'of the ſoul, :and none ſhall make them a« 
fraid, for they ſhall truſt tin God, and the-eates of 
Hell cannot prevail-againfſt that faith; therefore he 
comforteth *them + They. that' devorr thee fhall be de- 
woured - &'c: whereby is figured, that' by Chriſt fin 
ſhall beſubdued, and Satan overcome; fleſh crucified 
and woraly mind mortified; and 1 wil reſtore health 
untd thee; and heal thee of thy wounds ; 8G. which i 
pureth , forgiving fin and healing all backſlidings, & 
gunding by the Holy Spirit ; becauſe theytalled thee 
caft away, ſaying, this is Zign whom no nan ſecketh af- 
jer 5 whereby 'is plainly figured, that' no man appro- 
reth the-true Few, and 'trug Circymcifion;” the Chri- 
ian and his righteouſhefs is a myſtery hid from all 
the wiſe of the world'; but from them proceed all 
Foycing in God and giving thanks to Gag, and they 
now'the tetrors- of the Lord, hls wrath againſf{in', 
and-rhe Joyful ſalvation; for it is the latter days 
withthem, this noble one the Lord-Jefps , raigneth 
In and With®'them for eyer. _ 
' Chap! 31. Perſe 1. Here the Prophet proceedeth 
to Prefich the Goſpel, at'the ſame time fatth the lord 
I will be the'God of albthe families of Tſr.aet ,7qll the Pro- 
piets - Prophecied of Chriſt, and therefore uy 
wor 
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word that ſignifies time, is to be underſtood when 
Chriſt ſhall -be revealed in the ſoul, for thereby j 


man converted and not before ; as it was with Pau, 
he heard of Chriſt born, of his powerfnl doCtrine, 
and wonderful miracles, but all that availed not, he 
was ſtill a cruel enemy in his mind,till God was plez- 
ſed to reveal .Chriſt in him; and ſo it is and willbe 
with every man, no knowledg that he gets by reading 
or hearing , no exerciſe of Religion will turn his 
mind from enmity and hatred of God and all good: 
neſs till Chriſt be revealed in him by the father: Se- 
condly by Iſrael underſtand, not the poſterity of 4 
braham after the fleſh; but all that ſhall be thus conver: 
ted unto God, be the Fews or Gentzles. - > -- | 

T he people which eſcaped the ſword , foundgrace inth; 
wilderneſs; He walked before 1/-ael to cauſe himto 


reſt ; By eſcaping the ſword is figured the chaſtiſe- 
ments of God', for only they whom he correcteth, 
doth he love and they find grace in the. wilderneſs, 
to wit in this life , for this world is a wilderneſs, a 
Land of drought faith David, wherein there is 0 
moyſture no refreſhment, to the Soul wearyed in in, 
but from the love of God pardaning fin By Gd: walk 
#8 before his people;, underſtand Chriſt's ſuffering an 
reſurreftion.,, for by ſuffering with Chrift is man 
brought to true reſt and peace-in him.” -,, .. 
Verſe 3. Here the Lord begins declaring his love to 
be everlaſting and therefore not procured.by. man,but 
drawing man from the.love of every other object to 
the love of God alone : and he hath builded to wit 
eſtabliſhed his people upon the true and firm found- 
ation, that they ſhall not be confounded but fillsd 
with joy and there ſhall be Vines Planted uponthe 
Mountains .of Samaris, to wit, thoſe that- revolted 
from God, aud became as thorns and briars by 1do- 


% 


latry, 
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latry, ſhall be converted by Grace, and become true 
Vines-in Jeſus , and theſe Vines ſhall be common; 
for every Soul afflite1 for fin, ſhall have wine of 
Conſolation in Jeſus, to drink abundantly, and ſhall 
be his beloved. | | 

Perſe 6. By Watchmen, underſtand true Miniſters, 
by their ſaying, Ariſe, let ws go up to Zion, is ſigni- 
fied, that true Miniſtry calls man from lying {etled. 
(like wine on the Lees) upon his own ways, works 
and wiſdom, to believe in Jeſus, whereby his Church” 
isrefined or purifted from all ſcum, droſs, Froth or 
Filth, to ſerve the Lord intrue humility. 

Yerſe' 7. Whence they are filled with exceedin 
joy and: gladneſs, and give great praiſes to God, and. 
pray ſeriouſly for all Gods people. | 

Verſe 8. That he will bring them from all manner 
of Sin and Hypocriſie, which is figured by the North, 
and all Coaſts of the world ;, for ſinners are- ſcattered 
from God , and enſlaved through luſt. | 

Verſe 9, That they may truly ſorrow for their 
ſins, and the Lord may lead them by the Revers of con- 
fort, and eſtabliſh their feet, and order all their guingss 
_ be their Father, and receive them in Jeſus his fiſt 

rn. | 

 Ferſe 10. Here, the true Miniſter calls to Gentiles, 
Heathens, all anconverted Souls to hear and receive 
the ſame Doctrine ; it is God that viſits man for ſin, 
and afflits or puniſheth him, and he alone raiſes 
him, comforts him, keeps him, and feeds him, as 
d Shepherd doth his Flock ; and he gives them the 
Reaſon, _ 27 

Verſe 11. Becauſe they were captivated by Satan; 
who is ſtronger than they, and no power can deliver 
from him but God alone. Then he teaceth them, 

Verſe 12. To'ſeek to m_ for ali things _— 

m VY 
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for Soul or Body, and they ſhall find him ſo bounti 
that their Souls ſhall be as a watered garden, and they 
ſhall want no comforts. 

' Verſe 13. Sohe teacheth all both young and old, the 
manifold and tender Mercies of God to every Saul 
that waits on him. 

Verſe 14- Making his Miniſters glad in their Con- 
verts, and all that are converted, tobe fatisfied with 
his goodneſs, 

Verſe 15. Then he ſhews hor the people of Gol 
ar? afflicted , that they are not able to bring forth | 
fruits unto the Lord, figured by Rachel weeprnp.fo 
ber Children, and refuſing to be comforted , becauſe thr 
were nt; Whom he comforted; 

| Yerſe 16. That their ſorrow ſhall be turned inty 
J0y ; for they ſhall be delivered from their enemy. 


Verſe 17. And ſerve the Lord 7» the end, to wit, in | 
the latter days, which is the time of Chrift ; forthat | 
whichis of the fleſh is firſt, ir hath our beginning. | 


Verſe 18. Then he teaches under the Name of E. | 
phraim, that others are lamenting that they are as an | 
untamed Calf, therefore the chaſtiſements and correttin | 
of Gea are upon thei ; therefore they pray, Convert | 


thou me, and 1 ſhall be converted. 


| | 
Jerſe 19, Acknowledging , nothing will prevail | 


with their hard hearts but the power of God; and 
that by Gods power they were converted, aud then 
they repented, they ſmste upon the thigh ,, to wit, wete 
aſtoniſhed at the greatneſs and multitude of their fins, 
yea they were aſhamed and confounded to ſee the 
vileneſs of thoſe things wherein they had delighted. 
Verſe 20. Then he lets them know how the Lotd 
ewns for his dear Children them that are ſo afffited in 
their minds for fin, and opens the dowels of his mer- 
cies to them , and poyrs out bis 'compaſſions vpoi 
them. : Perſe 


£ 
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Vaſe 21. Then he admoniſheth every Soul to re- 

member their former ſinful eſtate and rebellions 4- 
gainſt God, and to return unto the Lord : for, 
_ Verſe22. He wrought a wonderful thing in the 
earth ; Jeſus is born of a Virgin that knew no man; 
ſignifying; that our Salvetion ſhall be by God alone, 
no'man can do any thing in it. 

Verſe 23. Then he teacheth that all that are thus 
converted, ſhall rejoyce in this eſtate, and bleſs God 
for it, calling it the Habitation of Fuſtice, a holy monn- 
tain, becauſe Juſtice is exerciſed ro puniſh Sinzers, 
and Mercy to fave the Soul, whence ariſeth true ho- 
lineſs; wherein, 

Verſe 24. All ſorts of people do meet, the Hus- 
bandnan.and the Shepherd ;, every poor Labourer is 
25 atceptable to God , as they that ſpend their time 
in religious exerciſes; for it's no: mans doing any 
thing to pleaſe God ; but it's _ 

Verſe 25, God ſatufying the weary and ſerrowful 


Soul. © 


 Vorſe26.. This makes mans heart joyful , and his ' 


Sleep ſweet nnto him. 
. Verſe 27. Then heteacheth the people, that both 
Poſe whrks are the Lords. | 

Verſe 28. Even to root out and pluck up every fin, 
and to plant and build the Soul in rightequſneſs ; and 
this is the filling their Souls with bleffedneſs in them- 
ſelves and all enjoyments. | Rn 

Vi x 29. And therefore they ſhall ſay »9 more the F4- 
thers þ ve eaten ſowr grapes, and the Childrens tceth 
«re ſet en edge ;, as if the Children ſhould ſuffer for 
the Fathers Sin. | 

Verſe 30. For they ſhall know that every Sinner 
mult be chaſtiſed for his own ſin, and that it i; from 
the love of God to convert his Sou]. 


Mm2 Vr;.; 
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Verſe 31. Again he teacheth the difference betwirt 
the Law and the Goſpel , calling them two Cove. 
nants.but abſolutely contrary ; the firſt propounded 
Works, and Curſe to the Tranſgreſſors ; ſo it leaves 
every man under Curſe : for all rranſsfeſs it, though 
Ged ſhew great kindneſs to them. - 410 

Verſe 32. The latter is a Covenant of Grace, pr6- 
pounding, , | | — TSS 

Verſe 33. That God will thereby write his Lapin 
their hearts, and forgive their ſins, and teach themto 
know him in truth; ſo that, © RT 

Verſe 34. They ſhall not. be taught of men ;, Add, 

Verſe 35. This ſhall Rand as ſure for eyer astle 
Sun ſhall give light on the day, and the Moon and 
the Stars onthe night , ſo ſure ſhall they that ref 
npon this new Covenant, be''the true 7/-ael , the 
People of God for ever. © ' a 

Henceforward is the Hiſtory of the performance 
of the Judgments of God declared by the Prophet 


againſt Feruſalem,and his Sufferings,and his declaring | 
. of Judgments of Goa againſt other Nations , aid 


ſome Prephecies of great Mercies of God to [ſr 
and Fernuſalew., ſometimes under the name. of: the 
Houſe of Faceb, and David, and ſome Prophecits of 
reſtoring of other Nations in the latter* days ; all 
which are to be underſtood concerning the rrue-/ſral 
who are the Sezd of Abrahaw, not only after the” Fleſh, 
but of Gentiles alſo, who walk, in the fteps of the Fail 
of Abrahwm, who are that new Feruſalem that i fron 
above; for they are regenerate of God; it is not the 
work of man; and this is that' whereof the Apoſtle 
faith, that the Spirits of the) Prophets enquired into what, 
or what manner of time they p; opheſied; 10 whom it wat tt- 
vealed, that the tl.s 19s they propheſied pertained not unit 


then ſe. ves, but 1.10 14 that were ts come after, that thi) 


without 
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without 15 ſhould not be perfeft ;, that as they denounced 
Jud?ments not only againſt 7/7ael, but alſo againſt 
other Nations, and propheſied of Mercies to both ; 
this figured that by fthe work of Grace both Profeſ- 
ſors. and prophane perſons ſhould die and ſuffer with 
Chriſt;' for the deſtruction of the Fleſh, becauſe all 
livein the Luſts of the Fleſh, or in fleſhly or carnal 
Profeſſion, before they know any thing of the power 
of God ; but they that are {o mortified by his power, 
ſhall be partakers of all his Grace, though they were 
never 'ſo wicked before. 


EZEKIEL, 


Chap. 1} ZEKIEL begins to deelare unto us 
Verſe 4- a Viſion given to him of God; firſt, a 
Whirlwind came out of the North, which figures Gods 
power appearing upon man ; for mans heart is cold 
and frozen, dead in fin, as all the Plants of the earth 
aredead in winter, by cold, froſty, Northern blaſts, 
and the power of God comes as a Whirlwind, nof 
blowing him one way, but whirling him round about, 
to ſearch out what is in him ; for the Lord will ſearch 
him as With Candles, that all his fin may be manifeſt- 


| ed, andall the deceitfulneſs of his Heart, even all 


his Hypocrifie may be diſcovered, and then theres a 


4 | great Cloud, and a Fire wrapped about it, and abright- 
he | "#/s , and 52 the midſt of the Fire as the likeneſs 
«| of Amber. 
| found as a thick Cloud; but there*sa Fire and bright- 
-| nels about it, and in the midſt of it likeneſs of Am- 


When God ſearches man, his ſins are 


ber; for ſinful man hath burning Cruelty in hismind, 


| but ia the midſt of it a pretence of Goodneſs. 
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Verſe 5. Alſo out of the midſt thereof came. the like 
neſs of four Beafts. Sinful man is a Beaſt by khoy- 
ledge, he hath corrupted all his ways , he is altope. 


ther become abominable in his doings, his Life isthe 


power of iniquity, his Light is meer darkneſs, hi 
Heart deceitful, and his ways wicked ; yet hath he 
the Face of a man; he makes a ſhew as the belt 
Gods Creatures, created in his image, and for his 
Glory. But, 

' Verſe 6 & 10. He bath four Faces ;, for though 
make the ſhewof a man, he appears in his Action 
to be a Lion,fierce and cruel,deyouring one another, 
10 is helike a heaft given to ſenſuality and brutiſhneh, 
worſe than the Ox and the Af, yet flotes he like a 
Eagle, and ſets himſelf above all that is called Gol 
in heaven andearth : And every one had four wing, 


two were ſpred out above, as if he would flie; fit] 


man muſt ilie from the fight of God, to live in ſec 
tity and forgetfulneſs of God, and thereforemiti 
two he covers his body, he would not have that bod 
of ſin ar:d luſt to be ſeen , but 'gathers feathers (s 
Adam fewed Fig-leaves ) to cover is nakedneb, 
&hat his ſhame ſhould not be ſeen. 


| 
Verſe 5. He hath Feet like a Calves foot ;, forlis 


walking is jn wickedneſs ; his feet are unclean, Jelis 
hath not waſht them, and therefore he hath no fel 
lowſhip in the adminiſtration of theGoſpel; no part i 
Teſus,yet they ſparkle like the apearance of bright bra 
the hypocrite makes a great ſhew , as if all his ſte 
were orderd by the Lord, and the word of his Trut 


Verſe 8. Aud the hands of man cawe from under thitl 
- wins; when man hath covered: while he can, I 


actions, wanifeſt him to be but man; for by hand 
are {ignified his doings. 


{4 


1«tje 9, & 11. They were joyned by their wings # 
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to another ;, though there be many forms of Religion 
2mong men, wherein they differ in' opinion, yet they 
agree In this, that they all deſire to out-lly all others, 
( as Paul ſtrove to outſtrip all his companions.) 

Verſe 12. When they went forth , they returned not, 
every one went ſtraight forward. Man never turns to 
God, but goes on ſtill in his wagkedneſs till God bring 
him back by a way he hath not known; for the Spirit 
of man carries him ſtill into luſtand envy. 

Verſe 13. The ſimilitude alſo of the Beaſts was like 
burning coals of fire, and like Lamps ran among the 
Beaſts, and gave a Gliſter, and out of the Firewent 
Lightning, and the Beaſt ran, and returned like Light- 
ng This is the ſame with the fourth Verſe. 

Verſe 15. Now as T beheld the Beaſts, behold a wheel 
upon the earth having four faces. Man is made like a 
wheel, he runs round all his day, and no further at 
night; as he lives, To he dies. 

' Verſe 16. The faſhion of the wheel and their work. 
was like a Chriſolite ;, all of one form, as one whedl in 
another wheel ;, to wit, man in his haſting ſeems as a 
precious ſtone , even like Gold; and though they 
bave four faces, yet are they joyned as one within 


another ; for all this beautiful and haſty Religion is 


all one body of hypocriſie ; when they went, they went 


-| pon their four ſides, they returned not when they went 5; 


a$1t was ſaid of the Beaſts before, for they areall 
one, and their going one, and their ſtanding one, 
and their lifting up one, and their Spirit one ; and 
thereforeit is manifeſt that all ſignifies but one thing, 


even. mans wicked mind, and hypocritical, that is 
in; bs} haſt 


taſting on in wicked ways, as Paul was riding to D4- 
maſeus to perſecute the Saints ; therefore he faith 
that their Rings and height was fearful to behold. Is 
nota moſt terrible thing, that man profeſling Relt- 
M m 4 gion 
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gion ſo ſtrictly, as Paul, to be touching the righteuſ. 
neſs 'of the Law of God blameleſs , ſhould be a: perk- 
cuter of Jeſus, and all that called upon his Name, 
Andthey were ſull of eyes round about ; man is quick 
ſighted to ſpy -a moath in another mans eye, there 
goes no man by but: he cenſures him of ſome fault, 
while he juſtifies himigh{t; for his eyes are wandrin 
round about, never ed inward to ſee the grey 
Beam that is in his own eye. Now there is a Fir. 
mament ſpred ever their heads above, wonder ful like w 
zo Chriſtsl. The Word of God is upon man, oe 
his head, what way ſoever he turn him, though with 
bis wings he fiy, and make a noiſe as if he were Gol 


\ yet this is Judge of all, and when he is brought ty 


2 ſtand, and his wings let down, his pride pull 
down, then he ſhall hear a voyce from the Firms 
ment diſcoyering all his iniquity and hypocriſie; fa 
above their heads u the faſhion of a Throne like a Saphi 
fone, even the: Throne of God, whence true an( 


clegr Judgment is given againſt all iniquity ; but Gol 


in the midſt of judgment remembers mercy ; for « 
bove the T hroze 44.1he likeneſs of a man , even the Loid 
Jeſus , for there the likeneſs of the Rainbow, Gol 
Covenant of Mercy after Judgment with all the p&- 
ftzrity of Noah... 

This is the true opening of the Viſion of Gd 
Glory ; for it. is the Glory of God, and the Viſio 
which he gives to: every Miniſter, of the Word, to 
diſcover all mans Sin, Ilnjquity and Hypocrifie, and 
Gods juit- Judgments hanging over his head tofil 
upon him for the deſtruction cf ſin , yet his Merd 


exalced in Chriſt, triumphing over Judgment, to fait 


ezery broken-hearted and afflicted 'Sinner. . God 
ſends not his Praphets to ſhew to-man his Cherubims, 
as the Tranflator holds out in the Margin (for , N0- 

thing 
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thing concerns man ). not. to ſet forth thoſe glorious 
Angels in the likeneſs of miſs-formed Beaſts; but he 
ſends all his Miniſters to make known to-man, how 
he bath caſt off the form and image of God, wherein 
he was created, and hath changed it into. the like=- 
peſs of. raging and devouring - beaſts, ſo that his 
Heart is become a Cage of unclean birds, and a Den 
of unclean beaſts ; this is the work of the Miniſtry, 
and the true interpretation of all Viſions; for when 
he promiſeth that old men ſhall have dreams, the young 
| ſee viſions ,, the meaning 1s no other, but that 
old Chriſtians that have experience of theſe things - 
ſhall meditate of them by Night as well as by Day ; 
and that theſe things ſhall be manifeſted to young 
men, to babes in Chriſt, as clear as if they ſaw theta 
withtheir eyes : And that this is the true interpreta- 
tion of the Viſion, appears by what follows; For, 
yerſe 28. The Prophet ſhews, that upon the ſight 
of the Vion, he fell upon his face ;, but then, of 

Chap. 2. Ver. 1,2. The Spirit entred into him, and 
ſet him upon hs feet; and the Lord ſends him to te« 
ſtiie to 7/-ael all their Rebellion, that they are Re- 
bels, Thorns and Scorpions; and he ' gives him a 
Roll written within and without, | 

Verſe 10. Lamentation, Motrning and Wo ; to wit, 
the juſt Judgment of God to bring them to ſight of 
their fins, and to mourn under it. 

Chap. 3. Verſe 3. And when he did eat the Rofl, it 
W4s as ſweet as honey in his mouth; which ſignifies, that 
itis very delightful to a true Miniſter of God to de. 
Clare faithfully the Judgments of God againſt Sin- 
Again, when the Spirit took, him up, and he heard the 
zoiſe of a great ruſhing behind him, ſaying, Zleſſed be the 
Glory of the Lordout of this place; ſ1gnifies, that God 
would reprove fin even in them that were 10 Captir 
vity, 
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vity, as well as in thoſe at Zeru/alem. And when he 


| heard the Viſion that he had ſeen before, hewent i 


bitterneſs and indignation of his Spirit, to wit, he 
was full of grief, that they ſhould till be ſo full of 
wickedneſs. | | 

*Thus when the Lord ſends him to reproveSin, 
there is fome manifeſtation of the Viſion given to 
him. | Now whereas the Beaſts deſcribed in the Vil. 
on, are called Cherubims , thereby is ſign/fied true 
Miniſters of the Word, who have themſelves been 
ſinful and hypocritical, and being converted by the 
power of God, have experience to preach unto 0- 
wares to make known both the wiles of Satan, and 

e operation of the Grace of God. And that one 
of them is ſaid to take fire from the Altar, it fignifi- 
eth preaching Chrift Jeſus the power of God to pu- 
Tific the Soul from all iniquity. EE. 2 

' Chap. 4. By 4 long Siege, whereby comes a great 
Dearth and Famine, is fignified the power of God 
upon the Soul: ſo diſcovering ſinfulneſs of all parts 
and powers, that man cannot tell what to do, as it 
1s ſaid, If he abide in the City, there is Famine ; if he 
go out, there is the Sword; ſo that it is ſaid, his way » 

edged wp with thorns ;, this cauſes a great hunger for 
the Bread of Life, the Lord Jeſus; So by the break- 
wg the Stef of Bread in Jeruſalem, is figured the dif: 
covery of the falſe Miniſtry , and all that holineſs 
that it led man to, though'to be rouching the righte- 
ouſneſs of the Law blameleſs, to be loſs to mans Soul, 
and dung, in the ſight of God. 

Cap. 5. By the Hairs , whereof ſome muſt be burnt 
zn the fire, ſome. ſmitten about with a knife, ſome ſcat- 
tered in the wind, and a ſword drawn after \them, is f1- 
gured the manifold operations of the Word of God; 


- for it is ypon-ſome a burning fire, to burn up iniqui- 
” | T_— ty . 
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_ without the Law; but when Gcd applied it, then he 
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ty as ſtubble; to others it is as a ſacrificing knife, to 
kill the fleſh ; that the Soul may be offered a living 
Sacrifice acceptable to God ; to others, it is as a ter- 
rible whirlwind, todrive them out of- their Seat that 
ſit in ſecurity, and as a double-edged Sword, to di- 
vide between the marrow and the bone, that all that 
isof man may be deſtroyed, that mans Salvation may 
be only by free Grace z but there are few to whom 
itis as the lap or boſom of God to comfort therfi , 
but they mult be caſt into the midſt of the fire; to 
wit , perſecuted and deftroyed by the hypocritical 
Church, and thereof ſhall a fire come into all-the 
Houſe of Iſrael; for theſe are his anointed ones, his 
Prophets, and he commanded, Touch not mine ancint- 
ed , do my Prophets mw harm; for he that toucheth 
them; toucheth the Apple of his eye, andtherefore 
he will avenge the blood of his Saints. This is'the 
great iniquity of the world, they hate and perſecute 
the ſervants of God for Hereticks ; and better it were 
forthem( ſaith the Lord Jeſus) that 4 Miiſtone were 
hanged about their neck,, and they caſt into the midſt of 
the Sea, than to offend one of them. 

Chap. 7. Verſe 9. Te ſhall know that I am the Lord 
that ſmiteth. Till God extol the Law, and apply 
Judgment upon the Soul of man, he never knows 
that it is the Lord z while man applieth the Law, he 
will apply it ſharply againſt others, but he puts the 
evil day far from himſelf, and cries peace to his own 
Soul, as Paxl ( whilſt he was a Phariſee) preached 
(as all donow ) the Law to the condemnation of 0- 
thers, but he thought himſelf touching that righte- 
ouſneſs blameleſs; therefore he ſays , he was alive 


took it not up himſelf, but it came as. a ſtrong man 


armed, and threw downall excuſes, and falfe hopes : 
- an 


and gave life to Sin, and brought death and: curþ 
upon the'Sinner ; this is the ſmiting ofi God, any 
then man knows that it is God, and cries, :7#bave in 
ned againſs Heaven, write 
Verſe 13- Neither doth any encourage. himſelf inthy 
puniſhment of vis life ; to. wit, No man acknowledy. 
eth that the evil he ſuffereth by Famine, Sword, Pe, 
ſilence , or any Loſes ;-Crefles, or Troubles, i; 
the hand of God: upon him, to- correct or. chaſtif 
him, for the -amendment-of his Life, that it might 
be an encouragement unto him to turn unto God, az 
a lovipg Father that corre&s him out of love,to pray 
to him with comfort, believing that God:which cot- 
refts him for ſin, will give him:newneſs of life. 
Perſe '16; They that flee away froni them ſhall be upon 
the mountains as doves of. the valleys. T his'1s:an excel- 
lent deſcription of the. People of God. - Firſt, They 


flee from the wicked, not to accompany them, no, | 


Not to eat with them. Secondly, They ſhall be up- 
on the Mountains, to wit, exalted, though like doves 
'of the valleys, to wit, meek and lowly ;-yea, upon 
the Mountains, to wit, in the-fleſh, as-in a Land of 
drought, where no moiſture is; though Doves of 
the valleys, to wit, heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
whence'their Souls are filled with all the conſolations 
of Life in Jeſus; ſo he proceeds, 

Verſe 175. To ſhew their ſorrow for Sin, the ſence 
| oo own. weakneſs ahd inſufficiency to: any 
good, q 
. Verſe 18. Their humbling themſelves, . their fears 
of God, how they are aſhamed of all their wicked 
courſes. And, LN 

Perſe 19.Their caſting off their Hove to the world, 
as ynprofitable-either to Soul or Body. 

SI a Chap. 
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io $. Verſe 5. Behold Northward at the Gate 0 
liter, the hl of indignation was in_the Entry, 

o wits WER man enters into the Houſe of God, and 
t,not oben certainly there is an Idol in 
Entry w s the indignation of God; 

vie ted .man offers Bizds ond Beaſts, and- offers not 


rhe Body , Soul gn, Fpirie-wate: the Lord; or 
when 


ebrings 2 obeys boaſting of, or at leaſt 
confiding in his own wi we d rightequſheſs, when 
he ſhould come with a;broken ſo! owfal heart, de- 
nfingall ſufficiency ty.aDy good in imſelt, and truſt- 
ing ir} rhe free mercies of 
Verle 6... This, 1s chat date that God i 1s diſplesL. 
ed eB IC h wakey im depart from all places of 
external worſhip ; by when Jeſus comes to many 
Rare him to wotſhi pin Fparie and truth, then 
ki we G id -JuP ith, has, , and dwell with him for 


"Fi 


ile Ig: "5 _ ins” iepuy behold. a <=? of 


3 wt 


YE, a s of Ta aznted ypon th wall round about. 

bs ſe 11. 0, eee ther. ſeventy; menof 
the Ancients of the F uſe. of Iſrael, and in the ria of 
them, euer,y man Wit Cenſer 113 *y —- 
| Vaſe. 12: Andhe: £9:me, haſt, thou ſaen what Pal 
Anciems of . the Houſe of Iſvel. "do in the. dark, every 
one in the: Chamber of bis Images ? This: isa Viſion, - 
whereby the Lord ſhews to the Prophets what the hy-: 
Pocries or carnal worſhippers of 1/ael do in the. 

ark; every one in the Chambers of his Imagery, not 1n 
ſecret chambers, as the Margin holds forth, but in the 
{ecfets of: his deceived and deceitful heart; for that, 


Lit which is bid from man, and which God reveals 
to 


26 -- An Expolition of the-" 
co every true Miniſter of the Goſpel, that they uy 
be able to reprove every fecret_inj quity,”.that Arn, 
the ſinger hears, and is convinced, he may fall dow 
and confeſs that God is in that Miniſter of a truth, 
And what arc theſe fecrets of the heart ? even that 
when man ſhould go into the Houſe of God, he goes 
in at a By-hole, and there lic js worſhipping, to mit, 


honouring or A Treeprlg, things and 
abominatle bead be -Feewr all the '1dols of th the Houſe of 
- rel, to wit, Coyetoulteſs, Pride, Luſts, &; 


he Heart jt Ag crevplh Se the world, and it 
Riches and Honoprs. The Mind vaunts and gle. 
ries in forms of Religion, eyety one deſtroying any- 
ther” like brute heaſts; andthe Aﬀetions purſuing 
the filthy Juſts''of the Fleſh, and yet, pretend, the 
worſhip of God ; here's Chamhers of lmayery, whe 
he imagines miſchief upon his'bed; *thinkshe'can pro- 
feſs and pradtice Religion, and his heart delightin 
other things: Arid the Proptiet mult Jig" iniche wall 
debes hefindout this, towit,” be muſt by che Word 
up the Heart; and ſcarth evety ſecret ace; for 

if therebe ſef-love, or love df 'the wo * thete i Is 
notre loye- of God:z arid Who; are they that are 
found thus exerted ?' The "incjents of the Hei of 
Iſrael ;*no' prophane perſons" 19 heathens,” bot 1/- 
raclites: profeſſats of the Ew4nd Worfhip' of God, 
and no: meanumen, nor urtleatire -Hor 0 lhe -mirided, 
unſtableyounx'men, 'but' of the * and Prin- 
ces; 16 that there's nothin wining © that"they were 
nat true worſtiippers-of God, but the true foundati- 
on, even theregeneration of 'Life, to' be new Crea- 
tures in Chrift; without which. to. entrance into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, or trnefaith in Chriſt, without 
which it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, 


Verſe 


0715; 4nd he cauſed me to enter att 
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Verfe 15. Turn thee ;, thou ſhalt "hs great gbominati= 
| e Gate of the Lords . 
Hiuſe towards the North, and behold there ſat Women 
weeping for 'Tammaz, : This is alſo a Viſion, not a 
real thing ,, as the Margin ſeems to hold forth , that 


Few: Write that this Tawmuz was a Prophet of the 


Idols, who after his death was mourned for one _ 
every year; therefore: this Viſion may ſignifie, that 
women, who are weaker in Judgment , 'but ſtranger 
in affetion and zeal, then men, when they entered 
into the Houſe of God, were weeping as under ſence 
of their ſinfulnefs , but they. rather wept that they 
obeyed not the Idol Prieſts and Prophets; then that” 
they obeyed not the trae Miniſters, the Prieſt or Pros, 
phets of God ;- for the Apoſtles tells us that falfe A- 
poſtles led Caprive ſimple Women, that were always learn- 
ihg, and neuer came to the knowledg of the Truth for 
the Idol Prieſts, teach the'word of Gag by Lines and* 
Precepts, Rules, Leſſons and laftruftions, here a lit- 
tle and there a little, their hearers cat! never come to 
knowledp of the Truth , 'for they build without a 
Foundation'; but true Minifters teach that unleſs rhe 
Foundation be laid, the building will down, 'when it 
comes to tryal, as our Saviour taught , and all his 
Prophets and Apoſtles, that withour Regeneration, 
free Grace given , Faith given, Repentance given , 
Love wrought by *the tove of God ſhed abroad in 
Qur hearts, .all our Religion is Hypocricy, our zeal 
is hatred of 'God, and perſecution of Chriſt and his 
Saints, his true Church but falſe Prieſts, (for whom 
theſe womaniſh Profeſſours mourn ) theſe Tammuz- 
zes teach that Love and Faith and Repentance are 
duties men muſt do, to pleaſe God with all, and ob- 
tain Heaven and Eternal Life, they cannot endure 
that any thing be given to ſinners by-the free a 4 
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| God, but conditionally that man be ſo holy and walk 
ſo zealouſly, = a7 12.6 HY 
.. Verſe 17. Thus they caſt out a ſtink before their Noſe, 
"Perſe 18,. For God abborreth ſuch Sacrificei, and 
not hear nor pity them. g (ot + wel 
© Chap. 11.. Perſe 15, Son of man thy BretHren=— 
the men of thy kindred, and the whole Houſe of Iſradl 
are they to whom the Inhabitants.of Feruſalem have ſaid, 
depart yo fer row the Lord,for the land #_givtn us inpife 
ſeſion : Here, by the Prophets, Brethren and. Kindred, 
underſtand, not his Kinfolks after the fleſh. but hi 
Bretbren a, the" Faith of Jeſus ; therefore, he call 
them alſo f 7 Whole Howſe o \Jrael, to wit,the true 1[- 
ror eleft of /God, that walk in the.ſteps of the 
Faith of. Abraham i By Inhaltants of Feryſalem, is 
derſtand carnal Profeſſors, zealous Hypocrites, which 
always.drive out and perſecute trye Chriſtians, and 
clain to. themſelves to be the people of God., - + 
| Perſe 16. Although [ have caſt them far off among th 
Heathen, and ſcattered them among the Countries : 
derſtand hereby, Gods diſcovering by his wgrd their 
unrjghteouſneſs, and pouritig- out his judgtticnts 3 
upon Heathens guilty of the like ſins, for he will not 
are his people, bur will make all alike'in the day of 
his Judgment ; for his ſword muſt begin at his own houſe, 
When he fifts the Nations with a ſieve of Vanity, yet wil 
he be a little Sanftuary unto them; to wit, he will ſan- 
Ctifie them to himſelf by his Judgment, . for they ſhall 
be to them as the corrections of a loving Father, and: 
Perſe 17. He will gather them again, and give then 
the Land of Iſrael , to wit his free Grace and, Faith in 
Jeſus, which}is thejproper Land, or dwelling place 
to Gods people, and then both Father and Son will 
ſup with them and dwell with them ; and they living 
by Faith in Jeſus, will 2: 
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Verſe 18. bring forth good fruit and caſt away .aH 
Idolatry, and every hippocritical way, which is abs- 
mination to the Lord, | 

Perſe 19. and the Lord w Þ give them one heart,” and 
4a new Spirit, 

Verſe 20. That they may walk in his Statutes, and ex- 
ecute bis Fudgments ; for none can do fo until the Lord 
give thoſe great gitts. 

Chap. 13. Verſe 2. Here is a full diſcovery of the 
falſe Miniſtry ; Firſt , They Prophecy out of their own 
Hearts, and yet they [ay hear the word of the Lord: To 
Prophecy our of their own hearts , is promiſing, 

Verſe 10. Peace where no Peace ts, to wit, from 
their own zcal and holineſs ; whereas the word ofthe 
Lord is, being juſtified by Faith , we have Perce mith 
Ged;, therefore 

Verſe 5. They ſtand not in the gap, nor make up the 
hedze to ſtand in the Battle in the day of the Lird,, to 
wit, to reſiſt Satan unto bloud ,, to overcome the 


world; to crucifie the fleſh and its luſt , to mortifie - 


the worldly mind in all its out goings after Riches, 
Pride and honours of men which none can do, but 
only by Faith in Chrift; for by it alone is the hear 
purified, and to the impure all things are unclean, even 
the very Conſcience #5 dcfiled ; yet talie Teachers preſs 
men to perform theſe things, as dutics they ovghtto 
do,never mentioning Chriſt,cxcept as a Lawgiver en- 
joyning them to perform theſe things; and oppoling 
the Docrine of Faith moſt birterly ; for when Pau 
tavght that Doctrine, they made his hearers bel.eve 
that he was out of his wits. 

Verſe 10. Therefore one builds 4 Will , and others 
Aaub it with fntempered Morter : By the buildang of a 
Wall, it is to fortifie themſelves againſt Satan aiid tin, 


by their own wiſdom, ſtrength and Righteouli.el5, 


N 1 T2 


co w.- 


 fſhowres, and hail fiones upon it in h:s indignation, andds 


353d. An Expoſition of the 


Fo danb it with untempered morter,is to-uphold that wy 
with their own care and diligence ; here's a totter; 
wall and untempered Morter ; for here's no word 
Chriſt who is the foundation , or elſe the build 
Cannot ſtand ; 

Verſe 13. For God will ſend a ſtormy wind, and gru 


ſtroy it even to the Foundation; to wit, he will diſco 
ver all hypocriſy of the heart, and pour out his wrath 
upon the Hypocrites. 

Verſe 14. Till they be confounded and aſhamed of a 
their ways and wickedneſs of their hearts, that thh 
way return unto the Lord, in great contrition and 
brokenneſs of heart, and confeſſion of all their heart 
deceitfulneſs, and in earneſt Prayer , that God wil 
give them a new heart, and renew a right ſpirit with 
in them; for this is the gratious and glorious work 
of God, todeſtroy every falſe building of man, tha 
he may build man upon a true Foundation, even his 
free mercies in Jeſus, that foundation which he hath 
laid in S:on,he that believes in it. ſhall zever be confound 
ed; and they that are built upon this Foundation, ſhall 
never build their former houſe again ; to wit , the 
ſhall play the Hypocrites no more , but ſtand Rtedfaſt 
1n the Faith, for ever ; for they ſhall be kept by the you- 

- of God; and then that falſe Doctrine, which is but 
ike 

Verſe 18, 19, 22. Pillows under the Arm hole, 
and Yailes upon the head of a Piftnre;, to wit, eaſy flat- 
tering Doctrine, only an image or likeneſs of holi- 
neſs, which makes the Hypocrites glad , will cauſe 
_— to their hearts , that are truly conyertedito 
God. | 


Chap. 14. from Y. 3. to Verſe 24. Here theLordde | 


clared that the Doctrine of every true Miniſter mult 
y E diſcover 


diſcov« 
ever} | 
be gul 
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juſtifie 
Cha! 
that m: 
or that 
much | 


ww” 


—_ 


Difficult Texts in Ezekiel. 531 
diſcover the"tecret iniquity which is in the heart of 
every profeſſor that comes to hear, as if he deſired to 
be guided by the word in all his ways, and to deſtroy 
that Hypocricy, tand alſo © maniteſt the Doctrine of 
the falſe Prophets or falſe Miriſters, and to deliver 
his people from all falſe DoCtrines, aud eſtabliſh them 
in the truth, and this will fill them with joy and com- 
fort; that they are delivered from falſe Teachers, and 
falſe DoQtrines, and prarie the Lord for it;:'and to 
juſtifie him in all his Judgments againſt them. 

Chap. 15. By this fimilitude of a Yine, he ſhews 
that man by nature is of noworth to the ſight of God ; 
or that he cannot do any thing in the ſervice of God ;, 
much leſs when he is grown up, for his.power is de- 
ſroyed by ſin, as the Y:ne is burnt with fire, his heart 
hardened by fin, his mind blinded and deluded by Sa- 
tan, to take, good for evil, and evil for good, &c. 

Chap. 16. Here is the great parable , that ſhews 
mans natural eſtate again, Firft, from his Parents. 

Verſe 3. Secondly, that there was none that pitti- - 
ed him, ſo much as to do any work for him, whereby 
his ſoul might be ſanCtified andſaved ; 

Verſe 4. Whereby curttng the Navel , figures the 
changing of the mind from earthly things to heaven- 
ly ; from carnal and litteral to ſpiritual, 

Verſe 5. and by waſhing with water , is figured the 
cleanſing the affeCftions from ſin , and ſeeking after 
temporal and viſible things, to eternal and inviſible 
things : and by /alting with Salt , is figured the eſta- 
bliſhing of the Soul to live by Faith, that it be not cor- 
rupted with falſe Doſtrines : and ſwaaling in Claths, 
teures confirming the ſoul to live in love to God and 
man, even to the enemies by the love of God in Jeſus, 
and'caſting into the open field , figures leaving him to 
tobimſeif deſtroy himſelf by his own corcupt nature : 

No 2 Verſe 
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| : ; Pearl; * 
Verſe 6. Thirdly, That God hadpity on may iny neſs, P: 


polled eſtate, and miniſtred unto him all things thi work: - 


were needful. the walk 


Verſe 7, Where by faying to.-the Soul , Liv} ways of 


_ 3s figured the giving of Jeſus Chriſt ( that lira covered? 


Word) unto him, or revealing of Chriſt & irs of ( 
him, or, appearing in Chriſt to reconcile (| perſe 
world to himſelf; for allthis is one : as alſo tom} Chain - 
man a new Creature in Chriſt, and by cauſing him} made hi 


wultiply as the bud of the field, is figured implantinf Crown 
* himinto Chriſt, thar he may bring torth much frith 7erſ? 


and by getting excellent Ornaments, is figured recer} do figu1 
ing the Gifts of Gods free Grace; as, the holy Sil that m: 
rit to guide him, and Faith to implant him ini} Fer/; 
Chriſt, &c. And by the Harr grown, is figured thi Kingdo 


being comely in the ſight of God. And all the} Virtue 


things, and all that was wanting in him to Sanftiic} and ot! 
tion and Salvation, God did for him, eyen when} inthe 
ſaw him polluted 51 his own blood. caſting 
* Verſe 8. For it was the day of Love ;, whereby ish| Ver 
gured the free Grace of God, that he loves not ma] ſtiar , 
becauſe he is righteous, holy and wife, but becaut} work 
he is fooliſh, ſinful, and hath need of his help; this is 
therefore it is written , He ſatssfiech the hungry will all to 
bread, and the neecy with good things. And by fred Ve 
ing his shirts over him, and covering his nakedneſs #r ji playtr 
ebineſs, is figured torgiveneſs of Sins ; and by ſmea-| ing p 
ing unto bim, ard entring 11to aCovenant with him, 3) the C 
hgured giving him aſſurance of eternal Life. Ve 
Verſe g. And by anointing with ol, is figured wi} thing 
lingneſs andchearſulneſs-of mind to all the ways d that 
God. And, | forg 
Verſe 10. By cloathing him with breydered work., V, 
figured all the fruits of the Spirit, as Love , Jo} Got 
Peace, which are glorious as Silver, Golf 
call, 


Pearl ; and they are wrought with Humility, Meek- 


| neſs, Patience, which makea glorious embroydered 
v work: And to be ſhod with Baagers Skins, figures 


the walking of a Chriſtian witha free heart in all the 
ways of God : And to be grrt with fine Linnen, and 


# coveredWith Silk ,, is figured Juſtification by the Me- 


Nw) 


q rits of Chriſts Sufferings. 


Verſe 11. And by Bracelets on the hands, anda 
Chain about the neck , is figured, that Chriſt hath 
made him King and Prieſt, and ſo is the beautiful 


Crown upon the head. 


Verſe 12. But Frontlets upon the Fice, & Ear-rings, 


ff dofigure the Memorial of the Love of God in Chrilt, 


that man forget not his Goodneſs. 

Verſe 13. By being beautiful, and growing into 4 
Kingdom, , is figured the exerciſe of all Chriſtian 
Virtues in due order ; as ſometimes fervent Zeal, 
and otherwhiles long ſuffering ; ſometimes glorying 
inthe Gifts of Grace , and otherwhile ſelf-denial, 
caſting himſelf down to the duſt. 

Verſe 14 And by ſpreading of the Name of a Chri- 


ſftian among the Heathen , is declaring the mighty 


work of God, that hath 'done all this himſelf; for 
this is the perfect beauty of a Chriſtian to attribute 
all to God. | 

Verſe 15. By mans truſting in his own Beauty, and 
playing the harlot, and pouring out fornication, is grow- 
ing proud of all theſe Gifts of God, and forgetting 
the Giver. 

Verſe 16. And by decking the high places with theſe 
things, is to be proud of them, and to deſpiſe them 
that have them not, ard ſo to grow high-minded,and 
forget God, of whom he received then. 

Verſe 17. By making to himſclf Images of men of the 
Gotd and Silver that God gave him, is to account theſe 

| Nn3 Works 
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Works and Graces of God no more but what my 
may dg by nature, or obtain, by wiſdom, and {64 
form-himſelf into the Image or likeneſs of a Ch 
ſtian, and account natural endowments and acquire 
wiſdom good Chriſtianity, and ſo to delight andph 
ry in them, asif they wereof God. This is, 
: Verſe 18, The ſctting Gods Oyl end Perfume befy 
them. | 

Verſe 19. So to ſt the Meat wherewith Ged fedhin 
before them for a ſweet ſavour, is to tell pleaſant fy. 
riesof Chriſt, and Faith in him, to men that knoy 
nething, of any Godlineſs ; for this is the Goſpe 
which ſhould not be preached but to the poor, aff 
Qed, broken-hearted ſinners ; for our Saviour co 
mands not to give holy things to Dogs and Swine: 

Chap. 20, And to ſacrifice our Sons and Dawghta! 


zothem to be devourtd, is to. bring them up.in acar-| 


nal Religion; for that will be deſtruction to their 
Souls, if- God prevent not. £53 

Verſe24. And to build high places in every Stret, 
i be lift up in his mind in all things thathe 

Otn. « ee wat 

Verſe 35. And to open the feet, or play tbe barkt 
r#uh cvery one that paſſeth by, is, to delight in every 
one that makes a profeſſion of Religion , though 
he live not in the Life and Truth of Chriſtianity. 

Verſe 26, To commit fornication with the Egyptians, 
is to truſt unto them for help, and not truſt in God; 
So likewife to truſt unto the 4ſſyrians and others, is 
adulterating the mind from God; and Gods dimi- 
niſning mans ordimmry, is not to continue his uſual 
gooanets to him. | 


Lerſe 27. And to deliver him to the will of them that 


bate him, is to give him up to his own Luſts, and 


hardneſs of heart, which he calls Danghters of -Phili- 


ſims; 
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ims ; becauſe as the Philiſtims were continual ene- 
miest0 1/-ae/, ſo are theſe to Chriſtianity. 

Verſe 30. And to be weak tn heart , is to truſt in 
any thing of the world, and not in God. 

Yerſe 33. And to hire Lovers, 1s to allure others 
intotheir Form of Re'igion and Glory & Delight in 
them, whom God hath not brought in by his power, 
even Jeſus, who is. the only power and wiſdom of 
God to ſalvation toall. 

Verſe 27. By puniſhing Iſrael by the Heathens , both 
them they loved or truſted to, as Egyptians; and 
them they hated, as 4ſſyriars and Caldeans, to diſco- 
ver all their filthineſs, and ſtrip them naked, and deſtroy 
their high Places. 

Verſe 39. And to ſtone them with ſtones, and thruſ# 
them through with Swords , &c. all figures the work of 


-| Godin the heart of man. 


.Verſe 40. For it is that which covers bis filthi- 
neſs, and under that the Servants of God cried, The 
Wounds and Arrows of the Almighty ſtick, faſt in me; 
and it*s that that pulls down high places, to wit, 
brings the haughty mind to Humility, which Wars 
will never do ; for the Party overcome in Battel, is 
not brought by that to the fear of God, but rather 
hlld full of wrath, and ſeeking revenge. 

Verſe 42. So will I make my wrath toward thee to 
reſt, and my jealouſie to depart from thee, T will ceaſe 
andbe no more angry. This is to preach the Goſpel ; 
when all of man is deſtroyed, then begins the Grace 
of God ; Judgment and Wrath is ceaſed, and Mercy 
and Love ſucceeds. 

Verſe 43. Here the repeating of mans wickedneſs, 
ſhews, that afcer Mercy is ſhewed, man remembers 
his iniquities moſt of all, and how he nothing conſi- 
dered them before. | 

X Nn 4 Verſe 
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"Perſe 44,to 57. Comparing Iſrael tothe Heathey 
that were before them, and to Samaria and Sodom, (ipni 
fies, that when man is enlightned by the Lord Jew 
he eſteems himſelf the chiefeſt of Sinners, even ex. 
ceeding ail others : But in that the Lord will reſo 
them all, and their Daughters, figures the free Mere 
of God, that he hath no reſpect of perſons ; neither 
Is it more difficult with him to reſtore the moſt pro. 
Phane, or greateſt hypocrite, than the leaſt ;, for he 
faith, 
. Verfe 63. 1 willmst reflere them by thy Covenant, to 
wit, by the Covenant of Works; for they ſhall nat 
be reſtored by what they do to pleaſe me, but *by wy 
Grace and Gifts to therhfi, | 
Chap. 157. By a Parable of two Eagles, the Prophet 
hguring Iſrael dealing falſly with the King of Bay 
lon, and truſting in the King of Egypt, and threat 
ning his Judgments againſt 7/rael, for breaking bu Cy- 
wenziit with the King of Babylen, 1s fizured mans re- 
volting from Faith jn, Gods Mercy, which is the Co- 
veranrt of Grace, to obtain peace by his obedience 
to the Law, and ſhew how he will powr out his Judg- 
ments upon him, even exalt- the Law to condemn 
hum and al} his works, that he may vtterly overthron 
all his confidence -in his own ways and works, and 
then he will plane him upon a high and great Mountan 
of Tſracl, even his free Grace in Jetus, which only 
longs to the true 1/rael, and there will he make 
im to abonpd with fruit in the ſight of all the world, 10 
wit, all his Elect. | 
 Chep. 18. Concerning the Proverb, The Fathers 
have eatcn ſewr Grapes, and the Childrens teeth are ſet 


#4 edge, itt is ſpoken Fer. 31. And this Chapter is al- 


together a full explication of 1t: 


Chap. 


Mercy, a Figure of Faith in Jeſus. 
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/ Cþap;20- Verſe 5. Here the Lord cauſes the Prophet 
to declare his Mercies to Jſrael, and their Tranfgref- 
ſons in the Land of Fgypr, which figures rhans na- 
thral condition, wherein he is enſlaved to Satan, - as 
Iſrael was here to Pharach. 

Secondly, In the Wilderneſs; which figuxes mans 
Profeſlion' of the Worſhip of God, to be-travelling 
towards Heaven, as Iſrael was towards Canaax.; and 

Verſe 28. Thirdly, In the Land of Canaan ; which 
figures the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, where man ſhould 
live by Faith in Jeſus, and in-him enjoy, all fulneſs, as 
Iſ-ael enjoyed the chief of all Lands' flowing with milk 
and honey, Re. Ss 

Verſe 6. The Mercies of God to 1/rael in Egypy, 
was his great deliverance of them from Pharaoh hat 
had reſolved and contrived to extinguiſh the Name 
of 1/rael, and keep them in perpetual Slavery ; figu- 
ring the deliverance of our [Souls from Satan, -who 
hath chain*d vs as faſt in Sin as a Priſoner-under gates 
of Braſs and bars of Iron, that we might: never at- 
tain to be the people of God. © | | 
*Verſe8. Their Tranſgreſſion was , that they dia 
nat caſt away the abomination of their eyes, nar forſaks 
the Ido!s of Egypt. The firſt ſignifieth the worſhip- 
ing of a viſible God ; the.latter ſignifieth worſhiping 
God in a viſible form; therefore Moſes bids them 
remember that they mnaks no Image of God of any likngs, 


| fo they ſaw'to form of him, although they heard his 


voyce, and ſaw his miracles. | 

Verſe 11. Gods Mercies to them in the .Wilder- 
neſs, were, That he gave them his Statutes, and Fndg- 
ments, and bis Sabbaths ; the firſt declaring, his dete- 
ſtation of Sin ; and the other brings a Teſtimony of 


Perſe 


 AnEppolition.of the - 
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* Perſe 13, Their Tranſgreſſions were, they caf « 
way 'bis Fudgments , to wit, the cordeginationof 4 
fleſhly Infts and earthly delights; they walked mot i 
bis Statutes, towit, to live by Faith ; they polluted hi 
Sabbaths, to wit, they bleſt themſelves in cartul 
peace, which they promiſed to their Souls by ther 
own righteouſneſs; 4zd entered not into his reſt, by be. 
Leving 1n his Mercies, and ceaſing fr6tn' carnal Coy. 
fidence inijtheir own Works. | 
Verſe 16. Theſe were the Icols their Heart went af- 
—_ | 
Verſe 25, That the Lord gave them. Statutes tha 
were 110} good, and Fudg ments wherein they ſhould not li, 
is giving, them up tothejr-own will and carnal mind; 
for to.becarnally minded is death. | 

* Go@s Mercies to them in the Latid of Canaan 
were, to give them victory over their Enemic, 
preat Giants, and ſtrong Kings, which figures giving 
us 'victory through Jeſvs_ over .all our Sins, raging 
Luſts, and ſtrong Temptations of Satan,; and to ex- 
joy a wealthy Land : which figures all the Comforts 
of the Spirit, and treaſures of Wiſdom and Knoy- 
ledge in Chriſt. ext | 

Perſe 28. 'Their Ttanſpreſſions in the Land of Ce 
n4an were, that when they ſaw thick, Trees , and high 
Plates, there they performed all their worſhips of God, 
which figures our attributing all our holineſs, and 
Mlieving, and repentin} to our own ſtrength, and 
wiſdom, and growing proud of it, and high mind- 
ed, therefore it is called, 

 Verſe29. Bamah ;, which fignifies a high Place : to 
this day man forgets that he hath notbing but what 
he receives from God, and learns not of Jeſus to bs 
meek and lowly in mind. 

| | Verſe 


| 
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Perſe 31. To maketheir Sons paſs through the fire, is 
to bring them upin a carnal hypocritical Religion ; 
for that will bring them to the wrathof God, which 


is conſuming fire and everlaſting burnings. 


Verſe 34. To gather them out of all Countreys where 
they were ſcattered, with a mighty hand and. ſtretched one 
Arm, and in wrath poured out , is to apply his Judg- 
ments upon their Souls by his Law, that all their ſins, 
whereby they were ſcattered from God, may be dif- 
covered, and they lie under the wrath of God, 

Verſe 35. I will bring you into the wilderneſs, and 
plead with you face to face; this 1s to bring them to 


the fence of their ſins: 


Verſe 36. To condemn all Sin by the Law, which 
he gave to their Fathers mm the wilderneſs in great Ter- 


r0Y. 


.'Ferſe 37. Which is figured by nafſing under thared, 


and bringing them anger the bond of the Covenant, ta 
wit, under the Law, which is the Covenant of works, 


contained in this word, Do this aud live. 


Verſe 38. Whereupon every Rebel and Tranſgreſ. 
ſor is ſeparated, that they (hall not enter 4nta the Land 


of Ijrae! but, 
Verſe 39. Give 


n up to their own Luſts, which is 
figured by ſerving their own Idols. 


Verſe 40. By my Holy Mountain, the high Mountain 
of 1/744}, underitand Free Grace, or the Life of 
Faith; and by rhe Houſe of Iſrael, underſtand True 


Believers. 


Verſe 41. For all their Worſhips are acceptable 
tothe Father: through» Chriſt, and all their Life and 


Converſation amongſt men is a ſweet f 


r unto 


him through Jeſus; for he is the Altar that ſanCtifies 
the Gift. 


Tobe ſanttified in his Teople before. the Heathen, is, 
= us to 


_ CT oO m———_—_—_— EI Boo 
= 


"$46 _ Ant Expoſition of the 
to convert the heatheniſh mind by the ſame Ds. 
Qrine., to the ſame Faith. hg 

| Verſe: 42. To be brought into their Land which Gig | thi 
[| gives them, is tO give themto believe. This figures | erc 
[] that rio man knows God but the Believer; as Pay | for! 


| faith, "How ſhall they know him in whom they have mt | whe 
þ | believed? | | wiſc 
if | Verſe 43. And likewiſe that only Believers ſee th cluc 
} folly-and wickedneſs of their former ways, and ſhalf it m 
| be aſhamed of them, and condemn themfelves for þ {tail 
them. eurr 


|| "Perſe 44. And they only ſhall acknowledge tht mar 


Gods Meicies are free ; for they are wicked and in-j ' 
n | worthy. I | | thot 
% 4 _—_ 47. Behold 1 will kindle a fire in thee, andit ſtru! 

| ſhall devour all the green wood and dry wood in the: he C 
This is the exalting of the Law , which the Apoſtik | te 

Þ} calls the fiery Law of Moſes ;, and' the green wool" he is 

| | new invented ways of Religion; and rhe dry, "isoll dem 
| Sin and Luſt; for-the Law # ſpiritzal, and condemis Ijra, 


= 
4] 
© 


all that is carnal. 

| | ' Ferſe 39. Itis a continual fire in the heart of ain 7 
& | ner, that will not be quenched ;, but all Faces ſhallkþ %2' 
F- | burnt ini it, to wit,- all outward Forms of Religin} £4” 
ſhall be confounded: and all in' whom! this'is dong} $4 
Tthall know that-it is the Lords doing. : \F-. *f 
' Chap. 21. Here be propheſieth the deſtruRtiond} 4 
Feruſalem ; which ſhall be'ſo great, that it ſhall &/4 4 
frroy the righteous with the wicked , and that-the Lolf V1 
ſaith, it ſhall not ſpare the Rod of 'h#4 Son, + meaning tit 
King, whom he hath made hjs Son or Deputy to go 
vern the Land; and by the Rod, he meaneth all hi plea 


power and ſtrength ; by all whieh is figured the julh © 
ment of God, when he exalts the Law , it will cor that 
{ demn all Fleſh;' even all carnal ways or forms of ke aw 


ligioh 
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ligion, 2s much as the moſt prophane ; yea, though 
they glory in the Goſpel, which 1s the Rod or Pow- 
er of the Son of God, becauſe all 'glorying is carnal ; 
forits a fleſhly wiſdom that apprehends the Goſpet - 
when the mind is prided in it ; for a true ſpiritual 
wiſdom apprehending of the Goſpel by faith , 'ex- 
cludes all boaſting, which the Law will cut off, for 
it muſt take away the Diadem and the Crown .. even 
ſtain the Pride of all fleſhly Glory; ſo will God over- 
turn all the wiſdom , ſtrength and Righteouſneſs of. 
man,” that the wiſe man becomes a fool, the ſtrong 
weak , that he hath'no ſufficiency to one good 
thought ; the righteouſneſs of manas filthy as a men- 
{truous cloth, that there be none found in man, till 
he come whoſe it is, even till Chriſt be revealed in 
the Soul; for he is the wiſdom 2nd the power, and 
he is the Lord our righteouſneſs ; yea he is the Dia- 
dem and the Crown ; for he is the King of the true 
Iſrael, and he wiil exalt the humble, and abaſe the 
high. And whereas the Prophet faith, that the King 
of Babel ſhall ſtand at the parting of two ways, conſult- 
ing whether he ſhall come firſt againſt Jeruſalem, or as 
gain the Ammonites, and he concludes to come firſt a- 
gainf Feruſalem, it ſignifies, that the Rod muſt firft 
begin at the Houſe of God, he will perfett his work, upon 
Mount Zion ; then will he ſift the Nations in the ſieve of 
vanity; to wit, he will make man know that al! his 
wiidom and power in earthly things is a vain thing; 
for it will not dire@ nor ſtrengthen his Soul to bring 
himto reſt in the end ; therefore he faith, He wall 
plead with the Ammonites where they were created, be- 
cauſe their Father was born in inceſt; {ſignifying thereby 
thatno man ſhall bejuſtifted that hzch nor the Rege- 
neration ; for by natural generaticn 3o man is better 
than inceſtuous Ammon; for it is written, tiat 4 
fort 
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ſperit of whoredow is in the midſt of them, therefore he | 


tells Armor that he ſball be wholly devoured in the þ 
and ſhall be no more remembred: whereby is figur 
that all that is of or after the fleſh ſhall utterly be abo- 
liſhed by the fiery Law of Moſes, that that which is 
truely ſpiritual may be eſtabliſhed by the peaceable 
Goſpel of Jeſus, and ſo both Moab and Ammon, beth 


Exuch and ſtranger may be received in the Congregation of | 


Iſrael, and have a name better than the name of ſons and 
daughters. 

Chap. 22. In the firſt part of this Chapter the Lord 
by asking the Prophet, wrlt ebou judge, and again wilt 
thon judge ;, ſhews that it is the work of the Miniſtry 
to judge, and reprove ſharply every Profeſſor of the 
worſhip of God, for that he he doth not walk in the 
fight of God and man uprightly , according to his 
profeſſion ; and to reject all ſuch, more than the pro- 
phane and ignorant worldlings: As the Apoſtle char- 
ges the Church, 1f any that is called 2 brother be an 
Aaulterer, or the like, with ſuch a one not to eat ;, but 
he doth: not require, that they ſhould avoid the.con- 
verſation with the Adulterers of the world, for then 
they muſt go out of the world : So our Saviour ſays, 
that Harlots and Publicans ſhall obtain the King dom of 


/ Heaven before that generation of hypocritical profeſſors. 


Secondly, He ſhews that they were guilty of all man- 
ner of iniquity, whatever a man rofeſſes if he be not 
regenerate, the ſeed of all manaer of ſins is in him 
for Jeſus is not in bim, and therefore neither mortifi- 
cation of the Fleſh, nor life of the Spirit. 

In the latter part is another Viſion, That 1/rael it 
nothing but droſs, or as Iron, Braſs, Silver, Lead, Tin, 
all mixed together > . And that he will pour out his wrath 
upon them, and melt them in bis fire ;, to wit, he will 
bring his j1dgements upon them , to Nparataae 
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good Metal from the drols., and thereby ſhall they 
know it is the Lord that doth ic ; for man takestheſe 
things mixt together ; to wit, he eſteems himto be 
a Religious man, that 1s a ſtrict obſerver of his reli- 
gjous duties, tho he be a drunkard, or covetens, or 
proud or the like ; ſo he mixeth altogether, and juſti- 
fies the wicked for a rewazd; to wit, becauſe he is 


' bountiful, or at leaſt ſpeaks well of him. 


Thirdly, He ſheweth the ground of all this, isin 
the Prieſts, and the Princes, therefore he complains, 
1he Leaders of my people cauſe them to err ;, fcrthe 
Prieſts are like roaring Lyons devouring ſouls, for they 
put i710 difference between {ye holy and prophane, between 
the clean aud unclean ; fog they never mention the 
work of God, to take away the ſtony heart, and give 
them a new heart , without which all is profane 
and unclean. Secondly, They hid their eyes from my 
Sabbaths ; to wit, they Preach not Faith, and it is on- 
ly Believers that enters into the Reſt or Sabbath of 
God, to ceaſe from his own works, and' to do the 
works of the Lord. Thirdly, They daub with antem- 
pered morter,of which before Chap.13. Fourthly, They 
ſee vanities and dvine les, to wit, they preach that 
God will be well pleaſed gith their doing, and he is 
well pleaſed only in Jeſus; therefore he is not well 
pleaſed in any doings but them which are jn Jeſus,for 
NM fleſh is mortified, and the ſoul fanctified, in 0- 
thers there is nothing but hypocriſy; the outſideis 
bright, but the inſide fall of corruption. 

Chap.23. The Lord reproveth the two houſes /ſrael 
and 7ada, under the names of Aholah aid Abolrbah, 
for their Adultery and Idolatry with Egyptians, Aſy- 
r14ns and Caldeans ; where he ſays, they commitred 
Adultry with the: Egyprians in. their youth ; whereby 

figured'their following after the Luſts of the Fleſh, 
as 
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as Egyptians that have no knowledge of God : And 


ſhews,” that they were allured to tollow after the 4; 
ſyrians and Chaldeans, by their beauty and ralinneng 
and-gallant attire which figures their following he. 
pocritical forms of Religion,becauſe they make grey 
profeſſion of godlineſs, and .zeal in outward appex 
rance, 9sin long prayers, large alms, ſtrict faſting, 
many devotions, &c. | | 
Cap. 24. By the Pot whoſe ſcum is boild in it, j 
figured Mans profeſſion of Religion, without morti 
fication of the Fleſh, ſo that the ther's nothing buy 
( as our Saviour ſaid )) Devouring widdows houſes 
and for a pretencen of lang prayers : under the 
death of the Prophe rpourning Cc: 15 threat. 
ned the Judgements of Gol to take away that which 
they moſt delighted, and none ſhould ſorrow for 
them, by him that is elcaped, is figured the ſoul af 
flicted for his ſins, for he judgeth and -condemeh} 
himſelf, and eſcapeth the judgement of God; there- 
fore the Prophets mouth is opened to him, he is n0 


more dumb : for it is the work of the true Miniſter }- 


to comfort the afflicted. '\ 


Chap.25. In thisand the following,the Lord threat- | 


ning his Judgments upon ghe Nations round about 
Iſrael , becauſe they rejoyced at the deſtruction of 
1ſrael ;, figureth that all men in natural wiſdom ſcorn 
the way of God, to exerciſe his people in great 
. fictions, they think he ſhould defend them from thel 
enemies, and that he ſhould not puniſh them for ſin, 
but rather ſhould make them righteous, for the ways 
of God are a myſtery unto them,Gr they are hid from 
all worldly wiſe. Therefore they hate Gods people, 
and further their deſtruction, for brother is ſet a 
gainſt brother as Cain againſt Abel, Eſau againſt 74 
ob; but God will viſit them with the like Jadgmenn, 
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towit, correct them for their ſins, and then ſhall they 
know the Lord, to wit, as many of the heathens as 
the Lord will redeem and add unto his people. 

Chap. 29. He threatneth deſtruction to Egype,com- 
paring the King to a great Dragon ; thereby hguring 
the cruelty and raging pride of man, that hath ng 
knowlepe nor fear of God upon him ; therefore he 
threatneth Captivity to him for forty years, becauſe 
when 7/-ae! truſted to him, he not only failed him, 
but alſo was great affliction to him , which figureth, 
that whatſoever man truſteth to, and not to God, it 
ſhall not only fail him, but aHo bring trouble to his 
foul in the day of Gods power, as Pau! faith, Whar 


fruit had ye then in thoſe Hings, thereof ye are now aſhas 


mea? Then he promileth to reſtore Fgypr, but it ſhall 
but be a ſmall Kingdom ; which figureth, chat when 
God hath corrected man for ſin, and reſtoreth him to 
mercy, his greatneſs and cruelty ſhall be deſtroyed, 
and he ſhall be ſmall in his own efteem, and mercifal 
to others : and whereas he ſaith, that it ſhall be the 


_ confidence of 7/-ae/ ; to wit, becauſe it is but a ſmall 


Kingdom, figures,that he that believes in God,counts 


| evety thing too ſmall for him to truſt to, except the 


tiviug God. 

Cap. 32. God ſheweth his Judgments upon many 
greatNations one after another,thiat they are allfallen 
among the uncircumciſed, and gone down to the pit, 
Which cauſed themſelves to be feared in the land of the 
livirig, and in the laſt Verſe, he concludes that he will 
cauſe his fearto be in the lend of the living; thereby 
ſenifying, that man that fears not God, lives in fear 

deing 8fiQted, wronged, oppreſſed, or the like, by 
them that are above him, mighty and cruel in the 
tarth 5 but they that fear the living God , fear 
nothing elſe ; for to ſuffer —_ is their _— 

(0) and 
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and-ro ſuffer for righteouſneſs is their joy, they a, 
count not of their lives, for they are congquerers oye 
Hell, Death and the Devil. ” 


*'Chap. 33- Here the Watchman is the Miniſter, " 


negligent Watchman is the falſe Teacher,whothouph 
he preſs his Hearers to perform every Duty, thatth 
word requires, and to be conſtant in all exerciſes 
Religion, fervent in Prayers, bouztiful to the 

zealous in faſting and keeping ſabbaths; yethe ſe 
- Not the ſword: come, for in thus doing he promilſet 
them peace, and ſays the Lord hath faid it, whenth 
Lord hath not ſpoken ; nor ſent them , but the tne 
Miniſter ſeeth the ſword, yea he draws out the ſyoi 
vpon them, for the ſword of the Spirit is the word, 
Truth,which is doubleedged,quick and powerful.au 
divides between the marrow and the bone ; ſearcha 
the ſecret intentions of the heart, and inward part 
therefore this Meſſenger of God, this faithful Watch 
man tells them they may do all theſe things, yea aud 
further, give their gcods to the poor, and their bodig 
to be burned, and yet novght but vaunting gloſlug 


Hypocrites,.like ſounding braſs and tinckling Cim 
-bals,unleſs they be regenerate, born of the Spirit fat) 
our Lord Jeſus, made new creatures in Chfiſt faith 
Paul, Begotten of God,ſaith Fames, Built upon Jeſus, ſaith 
Peter, Bern not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor 
.the will of man, but of Ged ſaith Fobn ;, have a new heat 
-given, and the old ſtony heart taken away, and arigit 
ſpirit, even the ſpirit of God poured upon them faj 
the Prophets, This I would not have you ignorant of jhi 
4 f.ery tryal ſhall come upon all ſaith Peter ;, Every. man 
work (hall be tried by fire, faith Paul ; Onur God 18 act 
ſuming fire, and an everlaſting burning, who can da 
with him ſaith David : Therefore the faithful Watcl 


man ſaith, you hm deſire to be hearers of the _ 
- | 6 
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to wit, to live in form of Religion, the word whereof 
is do this and live, behold the ſword cometh, for tere 
is none Of you that keepeth the Law, and yet you will 
not yield your jelves under the judgment- of God by 
the Law ; that every one wat is of che works of the 
Law is under the Curſe, that tie Law mizht bea 
battering hammer, to break in pieces ycur hard and 
and covetous hearts, and a burning fire to deſtroy 
your pride, cruelty and -oppreſſion that the Lord 
might meet you with this ſword drawn, and tear you 
in pieces like a Lyon, or as a Bear robbed of her 
Whelps and from day.to night make an end of you, 
till you yield, and cry the Lord hath [aid it, and hath 
done it; what ſhall Iſay or do ? I will walk.in filence 
and bitrernerſs of my ſpirit all the days of my life. 
And you that profeſs Repentance; behold the {word 
cometh, even the mighty word of God , which doth 


not ſay, do you truly repent you of your fins ſteadfaſt- 


ly parpoſing to' lead a new life, the Lord puts not 
this work upon your truth and ſteadfaſtneſs, for he 
knows what is in man, and that there?s no truth and 
ſteadfaſtneſs in him; Every man is 4 Iyer faithDavid,and 
lighter and vainer than vanity it ſelf; but when he gives 
Repentance to any, he makes him to number his ſins, 
and thev are more than the hairs of his head, he makes 
him feel the weight of them, they are too heavy for 
for hit to bear ,, he makes him to caſt his gorgeaus 
attire, and delicious dyet,as Fohx Baptiſt, that Preach- 
er of Repentance did, he makes him to confeſs not 
one or many ſins, but cry out I am a maſs ofſin, and 
cry out of his deceitful heart, and infinitely wicked , 
from whence all his parts and powers are acted in 
wickedneſs; he makes him weep bitterly as Peter did, 
he makes him to confeſs, heis the greateſt of ſinners, 
and that all his righteouſneſs (ths touching 211 exter- 
| | — WS 3 nak 
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digal, cryiag I have ſinned, I have ſinned, that dare 
not fook up toward Heaven, but ſmiting your finfut 
and forrowful breaſt, and crying for mercy, if you 
have not. this Wedding Garment on, you muſt be 
be bound hand and foor, and caſt into utter darkneſs, 
to weeping and wailing and knaſhing of teeth. Be- 
hoid the Sword, Chriſt is made of God unto us all 
things, the life, light, way and truth, wiſedom, righ- 
teouſneſs,. ſanctification and redemption; if your life 
be in your own works, and not in Chriſt who is the 
bread, that came down from Heaven and gives life 
tothe world; if your light be in your perceiving by 
ſeeing, reading, hearing or conceiving of your hearts, 
and/ not in Chriſt making! known the father the true 
God, ard revealing all things of God to you by his 
holy Spiric;if your way be the ſtrickt cleaving to your 
form of Religion, and not Chriſt that hath ſanCtified 
3new way. by-his Croſs; that the crucifying the Fleſh, 
and receiving the Spirit may be joyned together, and 
4,1 both:frorm his being in us ; if your truth be to follow 
| that you. conceive moſt agreeable to the word of 
God, and not in Chriſt manifeſting the Father to be 
true and every man a lyer; if your wiſedom be the 
guiding of your ways, after the letter of the word, 
and not+Chrift confounding your wiſdom, that the 
true wiſdom of the Father, may lead you by his holy 
Spirit to: the fair green paſtures, and to thoſe ſtill 
waters. of Shilo, that you rejoyce not in the haſt 
ſtreams of: Nilus ;, to wit, to wait with patience til 
God came, and not to becarried on with the violence 
4 of: your'own wit and will; if your righteouſneſs be 
the ordezing of your life and converſation a right,ac- 
cording'to'the commands and exhortations in the 
Scripture, and not. in ſuffering 2nd dying with Chriſt, 
4. that you may alſo live and reign with him : If your 
EL gs O03 ſanſtificatiog 
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ſanCtification be your walking holily in the fights 
men , and not the renewing of the mind by faith 
Chriſt, whereby you give up, your ſelves body, fa 
and ſpirit unto God daily : yea if you be not circum. 
ciſed by Chriſt with a circumcifion made withqy 
hands: if you be not baptized into the fellowſhipy 
his death, and raiſed by him into the participationd 
his life: if your Sabbath keeping be not ſtandiy 
ſtedfaſt in faith whereby you entred into bis reſt, ce. 
ſing from your own works that you may do the woris 
of Gcd; Nay if you joyn the leaſt thing with Chi 
as conducing to righteouſyelſs iiere, or ſalvation here 
after, as the faiſe Apoſtles added circumciſion; Be- 
hold the ſword, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing, you 
aredebtorsto the whole Law.to obey it in all its com- 
wands , as well as in the ordinance of Circumciſion, 
and that continually. in word and deed, or elſe yor 
are curſed, a generztion of Hypocrites-like whited 
Tombs and painted Sepulchers, you waſh the outſide 
of the Cup or Platter, the infide is full. of Whore 
dom, Gluttony , Corruption, - Rottonnefs , Stink, 
youdo all to'be ſeen of men, therefore Jeſus is come 
i Judgement upon you ; -that as he gives light tothe 
blind, though even born blind, ſo he will utterlyex- 
tinguiſh your light that ſay you {ce, and as. he is afs 
our of life to eternal life to them that truſt him, fo 
e will be aſavour of death to eternal death; -ſoyou 
that dare not-truſt to him alone , but ſet the Idolef 
your abomination, the Idol that-your hearts truſt to 
hefore your face, and before your eyes you commit 
all wickedneſs, and come into the houſe of the Lord 
and put the branch to your noſe ; you profeſs faithin 
Jeſus in words, but in heart you deny him, you will 


not have himto reign over you, you aame into the 


keuſe of the: Lord, but you will have every one his 
; own 
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own ſong, not the ſong that he puts into your mouths; 
therefore, Behold the Sword , you profeſs to be frit, 
but: you ſhall be laſt, you profeſs to be children of 
che Kingdom;but many ſhall come from all the farthelt 
craſts of the Earth, and Iſlands of the Sea , and ſhall 
ſit down with the Fathers in the Kingd&tn of Heaven, 
and you ſhall' be caſt out, for Harlots arid Publicans 
ſhall enter into the Kingdom before you © 

Laſtly, you that: profeſs the life of Chriſtjanity-,; 
Beholdthe Sword, whilſt you are ſtriving one Formaliit, 
with another ; one man with another,to out{trip one. 
another-in external Holineſs of life-and converſation, 


and'purity of conforming your ſelves to a holy pro- 


feſfion', 'performin2 your ways after the word of: 


God ; you . have. mad? the word of God unto you- 
precept upon precept., {ine upon -line, here a little. 
there alittle, leſſon attcr leſſon, inftrution after in- 
ſtrution,you ſhall go backward and ſtumble, and fall, 
and be broken, and ſhared, and taken ;: for you are 
not the 'true Jew. who 1s not one outwardly,, whictx 
bath not that Circamciſion which is outward in the 
fleſh, but that of the heart, not in the letter but inthe 
Spirit, whoſe praiſe is not of .man but of God, you 
are not found with 'Feſus of the:children of whom 
Gdd! aath: given him; a ſtrange thing to both the 
houſes''of :7/7ael,.even to. all-profefiors of the word 
and worſhip of God; yea-who are caſt out by all zea+ 
lousrefigious men, as theiſcum and off ſcouring of all 
things; -by them wha defired a mnrgerer to be given 
toitliem, and crncified - the Lord.'of Life ; but you 


 areifound with them that make Jong 'Prayers, tat 


caule a Trumpet to be ſounded hefore them when 


_ they give: Alms, thats hang down their heads like 2 


Bulruſh wen you! faſt :;: Behold the Sword, verily you 


aveyaurteward you: are walting wita the ſerranst 
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of God for the comins of the Bridegroom, you haye 
trimmed your Lamps,who ſeems more Saint-liks thay 
you in your holy profeſſion ? but you have no Oyl, ng 
inward life of Grace , you are like Corn in. ſtop 
— you even receive the Word with jay, and 
ring forth With gladneſs of heart, when the Sun 
ſhines hot upon it, 1t withers away becauſe it had ng 
depth of Earth, fo the Bridegroom. comes in-an hoyt 
that you know not of, you are: gone togbuy Qylof 
them that ſeil, you will not have it of the free gif 
2nd Grace of God ; Behold the Sword, the door ſhall 
be ſhut againſt you, and when you knock, you ſhall 
hear the voice of the moſt loving Bridegraom t9 
them that waits for him, ſay to you, away framme 
ye Hypocrites, verily I know you not, be gone intg 
everlaſting darkneſs prepared for the Devil and his 


Angels; Lord God of mercies keep thy people, that 


they fall not into the lot of the wicked. 
+ This ſhews alſo how the reſt of.the Chapter 1s to 
be underſtood, to wit, that the turning of the wicked 
man to Righteouſneſs, that his Sins be no more 
membred, but he ſhall live jn his Righteouſneſs, this 
turning is by the work of Ged, the regeneratian.of 
life, that he is redeemed by Chriſt,for then his fins ace 
doned, and his ſoul fanctified by the blood:of.. Je- 
as, -and is kept by the power of Gad through baith 
unto Salvation, and his backflidings are healed by the 


free love of God, for he is.under the Covenanee - |. 


Grace,given to Teſts ;, and it is the will of the Father 
that of all: that he*hath given tohis Son, he ſhall loks 
none, but ſhall raiſe them up to eternal life, andhs 
came ro do the will of the Father; which will : is our 
fanCtification, for neither Satan inor Sin, nor any & 
ther power can pluck us (to wit, Believers)-outiof the 
hand of Jeſus, for the Father that gave us tochim is 
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eatiytifan-all, and through Faith in-Chriſt the Fa- 
episin:vs, therefore Jeſus ſaid, greerer iibe thar 
141 you than all that are againſt yau. 22 
On the contracy, they that fail from their-righte. 
ouſneſs to wickedneſs, ſo that theo regbfeou/neſs. ſball 
be remembred na more, but they (ball die im heir (ins, this 
righteouſneſs. jis.their own work ; their obedience to 
the Law, thevgh they. prafeſs the Goſhel , its but as 
2 Rule unto them, to-teach them what they ſhall do 
that they. may-live ; ſo they-pervert the Goſpel, and 
turn itintoa Law.; for the ward of- the Law is do 
this, anelivez bur the wordiof the Goſpel is, live ard 
do; And as this our Prophet ſhewed,Chap. 16. Thar- 
the Lorg /cring 1/rapl asf Coild caſt out in his gore blecd 
to-decth, be ſard unta bimi Eve ;, fo hegives him life in 
Jeſus, and \then-be brijngsforth fruit, . and that indue 
ſeaſon.;,. but he that is religious beforeGoehath given 
him Life in Jeſus, is.75ghteaxs-iton. fooks, \as" Solomon 
faith; © ;This:is that Hypocrifie {& much abhorr*d of 
God; ; faviie joyns with any Gltby Luft 3:far:it is but 
an Outfide covering which is not of 'Gods Spirit, and 
thareforeiGod: will deſtxoy it ard: them together:;'fos 
the Hypacrite and: his: hope muſt periſh: together ; 
and in this do all Forms of Religion throughout all 
ths earth Jlave, -far they: fet- ta themfelves.an Order 
ta obſerye,, and Works te be dqne.10:that- the Sum 


. 


_ of all is; iDo and Live... | 


The laſt part of the: Chapter is concerning men 
alasying in their Father Abraham, and ſeeking the 
enjoyment of large: portions of the: Earth, which 
manifeſts. that they were hypocrites; for the true 
{#rvams-oaf God ſeek not great things in the earth, 
bat rather expect to be hated and perſecuted of men, 
even'zeglons and religious men. ( as Jeſis-was) and 
therefore the Lord will deſtroy them ; and w—_ 
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cludes with-men that make yeits upon-the'Ptop 
and ſo do all hypocrites upon'the Miniſters.of Tru 
therefore they muſt have no other reward from th 
Lord, but-eternal ruine. 
hy 34: Verſe 2-* This is'a moſt excellent Ch 
ter , firſt: ſetting out falfe Teachers. pronouncing 
Wo unto them, "becauſe chey feed themſelves, and in 
the ſheep- . By: feedin themſelves, is meant preaching 
of the-Law, or any form ot Religion, whereby ny 
ace put in hopes, that by obferving that-Order, 
ſhall be ſaved : .this is a pleafing Doctrine: to: me;, 
and they feed thoſe Teachers: __ they are as fax 
fatted Hogs in our ſtreets. 
>: Kerſey, By not feeding the forep underſag, 
preach-not the Goſpel ; -tor. he - ſays, rhey fireagthe 
net the weak; 'theyheal notthe ſick,, they bind nat up tht 
broken heaited, \rhey bring not\again that which' is drive 
away, nor ſeek that which is loſt for all theſe-are the 
wofks of: Chriſt, for he is; qut /Strengit\&nd'our 
Phyficran;he brings agunitoLife thoſe whom Satan 
and Sin:had - captivated to. death, as Panbfays ; Tow 
hat were dead in furs: hath he? quiickened 2am he " fecks 
eth.and ſaverb theſe that arf of; ashhimſelf ppg yen 
the Goſpel: :: + 240, 
Perſe 5. By the ſheep broke ifperſed, and ſeatend 
Harb all. the earth:, underſtand”, carried; out into 
divers forms of Religion, all. that 'the wit of mall, 
and dubtlety of Satan can ifivent; -- | 
Ferfe 6, By bring'devonred-of all Beaſts; 'naderſtani 
exarried out into alt manner of ſin-underithe covering 
ef; Religion.: :By wandring upon the Mountains; an 
every high Hill, underſtand their; poide in their'zeal, 
and -high: conceited holinefs; whereby they- wander: 
kr fromthe lowlineGs of Curſe: and ſimplicity: of the 
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they 
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" FVerſer1. By I will ſearch my fheey, and ſeck, them 
out, and deliver them ont of all places where they have 
been ſcattered "in the cloudy and dark day ;, underſtand 
Gods promiſe to ſend crue Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
which ſhall ſo preach as to ſearch their hearts, that 
all the faiſhood of their ſeveral Forms of Religion 
may be ſo manifelted,that their Souls may be-brought 
from' confidence in any of thoſe things which they hw- 
ped ſhould be ſalvation unto their' fouls whilft they: 
wete carried on in deceit, and jgriorance- of 'the' 
Truth, which he calls the cloudy and dark day; for 
ſoare all Forms of Religion ; for Chriſt only is the 
Light, the Morning-ſtar, the dawuing of the day, 
till he 'oome the Prophers Doftrinie'is but as a Light 
ſhining it a dark place ( as Peter teſtified: ) "OO 't? 
Verſe 13. By their own Lard, underſtand Faith \in 
Chriſt, By Mountains of 1/rael , underſtand the great 
Love of God to man , and his free Grace. By = 
vers, underſtand-the Spirit of Jeſus4 as himſelf uſed: 
it ,, Fobin:5;:By wanted platty df the Countrey, WN-' 
derſtand the Truth of'the Goſpel', and Righteouſ- 
neſs of: Jeſus, wherein all dwell that are inhabitants 
of that heavenly Canaan, and the new Feriſalem 
which is from above. even all che'Saints of God. / 
Verſe 15. By bringins them totheir reſt; underſtand, 
eſtabliſhing them in- the Faith, 'as''is manifeſt by the- 
Apoſtle to the Hebrews; Ch. g. 0 oO OT 
Verſe 16. By I will deſtroy the Fat and the fro: py 
and will feed them with Fiidgment , uriderſtand, exal - 
ing the Law as a batce: ng Hammer'upon them that? 
arelifted up'in mind'with a conceit of their own wil- 
dom: and righteoufnelſs: - oi} 039493) 7 of (Reba 
Verſe 175. By judging between ſheep and ſheep, goats 
ana rams, underſtand Chriſtians and Hypocrites. ' ** 


Vele 


| 
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the Counſels of God tp them, to offer them up, a 
holy, living and acceptable Sacrifice to'God, and:tdreig) 
in their ſouls by. the Holy) Ghoft:. [- inet 
» Verſe 25. Thirdly, By  meking; « Covenant of peace 
Tiththem; underſtand forgiving their Sins, which oh 
ly cauſe the diſpleaſure of God ; and by cauſing the 
e944. Beaſf to ceaſe, underſtand, mortifying their luſts, 


and by dwelling ſafely in the wilderneſs and ſletpony it | 
Foe 


woods, underſtand, though they live among wicked 
men Preachers and Hearers they ſhall not be-poyfon- 


ed with. their DoCtrines, nor polluted with their fil 


thy converſation. | | 

. Verſe 26. By being 4 Bleſſing round about Gads mou 
tain, underſtand, that all belieyers ſhall rejoyce in the. 
mutual faith one of anether ; and'by rain, even r6# 


of bleſſing coming dawn in due ſeaſon, underſtandall in» 


ruCtions in the Truth and comforts in the = 
prit 


—_ _ Þifffcyſt Texts fn Ezekiel. 557 
Spizit given to every Believer in time of need, as our 
Saviour teacheth his Diſciples not to take thought 
whas they ſhall ſay , when they are brought before 
great perfons , for it ſhall be given them in that 
bour. 

Verſe 27. And by the tree of the field, underſtand, 
the Grace of God, that teaches to deny ungodlineſs, 
and to live godlily ; atd by earth, underſtand, the 
heart of man ſubjected to it. By the cords of rhe yokey 


. | underſtand the heart, delight in fleſhly pleaſures and, 


earthly contentments.: And by hard of thoſe that ſer- 
ved themſeves of them,anderſtand. faife Teachers which 
greatly delight in their followers. 

 Verſe28. By the heathen , underſtand, alſo falſe 


Teachers whom he calls heathen, becaule what they 


teach is Idolatry in the heart, as heathens follow ex- 
ternal Idolatry : And by the Beaſt of the field, under- 
ſtand noiſom Juſts which are beaſtly and ſpread over 
the world as many Beaſts ina field. | 

4 29. By 4 plant of renown, underſtand, Jeſus 
who ſatisfies his people with Bread, and makes them 
fruitful, and fo takes away the reproach of bar- 
rennels. 

Verſe 30,3 1- By all this he concludes that they ſhall 
know the Lord to be their Ged and to be with them, 
not to ſeek him neither in Heaven above nor in Hel 
below, and that they are my people, and that they 
are men weak and ſinful, and I am God ſtrong, merci- 
ful; theſe are the things that can be known no other 
Way but by this work of God in Jeſus, theſe are the 
things which are hid from all the wiſe of the world : 
they think they know God, but it is only by ſeeing, 
hearing or conceiving, and nothing of God is known 
thereby; they think he is their God, but they are 
Hypocrites whom God abhorreth, they are bus _ 

ur 
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but they ſet themſelves above all that is called Gul. 
therefore they do not know themſelves to be ty 
men, as David ſheweth, They think that they know th 
Lord to be God, but they do not truſt tohim, therty, 
in beart they deny him. 

Chap. 35. Here is a Prophecy to Mount Seir th 
land of Eſa the elder brother to Facob, who wy 
called //-cl, wherof all his poſterity was nam; 
rael, and as Eſau envied his brother Facob, ſo Mou 
Siir is ſaid to hate 1/#ael, and fall upon them with th 
fword ; when God gave them up to their Enemies fy 
their ſins ; therefore he threatneth becauſe they 
joyced at the deſtruction of 7/rae/, ſo he will deſtry 
them, and all Nations ſhall rejoyce at it, now as 1/« 
was not deſtroyed for ever, hut corrected for thiir 
ſins, and brought to the true knowledge and fear 
God, ſo ſhall Mount Szer and all Idumea be broughtts 
the knowledge of God: $ 

Chap.36. Here he Propheſierth to 1/rael that thouph 
he hath made them deſolate, and the Heathens round 
about them do rejoyce at it, yet he will returnunto 
them in mercy and reſtore them, wherein he preachez 
the Goſpel, for firſt he ſaith,. he will not do it for 
their ſakes, but for his names ſake, which ſignikes 
the freeneſs of his Grace - Secondly, he will ſandtife 
his.name in them which they [have polluted among 
the Hearhen; to wit, he will give the people to knon 
that he is a God that delights in mercy, and will not 
caſt of his people'whom he -loved, but corre then 
for their ſins, and reſtore' them -in great mercy: 
Thirdly, that he will 'gather them out of all Coun- 
tries where they are ſcattered, and: bring them into 
their own Land; -which- is, that he will bring them 
out of all forms of Religion, into the Faith of Jeſus, 
which is their own Land, that he hath givents them, 

2 OICRT "even 


POW Fats a Jrtid. wo 
even the heavenly Cenaar, the poſſeſſion of them that 


belieycin him ; hereby he will cleanfe -a'vy from all 
filthigeſs, for Faith purifies,the bearr, ſo he will give 
them-a new.. heart and take away their ſtony heart, 
and put his ſpirit upon them, that they may walk in 
his Statutes and keep his Judgements, and give them 
all temporal bleſlings, to wit, give them content in 
whatſoever ſtate he placeth them, and then they ſhall 


| remember their great ſinfulneſs and judge themſelves 


worthy of. eternal damnation ; ſo that they ſhall mag- 
nie his great mercy that. ſaved them and bvilded 
their ſouls upon a moſt holy Faith, that were made 
deſolate by their Sins and Hypocriſie z and the Hea- 
then that is converted,or the ignorant mind thatis en- 
lighted in the knowledge of theſe tnings; ſhall know 
that the Lord doth build the ruinous places,and plant 
the deſolate places, to wit. makes of a ſinner a Son of 
God : And his people ſhall ſeek to him,or pray to him 
to perform this,to wit,when he hath broken their hard 
hearts by his judgements and made Sin a burthen to 
them,then will they pray ſeriouſly, fervently, unceC 
{antly and thoſe prayers he heaceth and anſwereth,for 
to hear the crys of the afflicted, and will blets them 
he delighteth With abundant mercies. 
* Chap. ;7. Here the Prophet by dry Bones ſignifies 
mans naturalEſtate,where there is no moiſture of Gods 
Spirit, no life of Grace, which David calls a Land of 
drought where no moiſture is, which in the 12th Yer ſe, 
our Prophets calls Graves and Sepulchres , for man 
by nature is dead in fins, as Paul faith, from which 
he Aith Chriſt ſhall quicken us, and raiſe us up and 
make us fit down in heavenly places with him; there- 
fore henceit appears how clearly the Prophet preach- 
eth the Goſpel for by dry bones, very dry, is plainly 
bgnified {CIC condition, that he can do no gocd, _ 
| | e 


Foo Att Expolitionok the 
he is ttot ſufficient to'\bne good thought, that alli 

ave corrupted their aſs becortte ebomninable; 
in their doings as David faith, of which he faith tw 
more, as onr Prophet here ſets it forth in tivo thy: 
bles, and fo other Prophets and Apoſtles ſpeak ahi 
datitly to this, yet the blind mind of man will noth 
it, and his hardned heart will not believe but filly 
vlorys in his works, or his good endeayonrs, off 
prayers, repentance or faith, when he can do nog 
thing, how can he indeavonr to do good when het 
dead and rotting in the Grave, when he is liketh | 
bones, vety dry, yea when he is holden ptifonethl heir 
Satan and Sin as under gates of Braſs and Itoh, 
 Jfaiabfaith, hath an impenitenit mind, aid an nile 
lieving heart, therefore the Lord asks the P 
can theſe bones live, is there any poſlibility that tht 
bones ſhould live, if they cannot live , ſurely thy 
cannot work righteouſneſs, then comes in the Diſt: 
pl=s queſtion to our Savionr. How tHtn can manly 
ſaved ? whereto he anſwers, With mar thi is inpi 
ble, with God 4l! things are poſſible ; 1s heres the 
Arine that ſets forth the unprofitablenefs of man, ft 
his exceeding finful condition, and miſerable eftit 
through ſin, and this exalts and maghiſies the grett 
love of God to man, the freenefs of his Gract; a 
Fail amplifies it abundantly, Eph.2. And if tan will 
receive this doCtrine and cleave to it; the ficlt path 7-1 
would teach him to be lowly in mind and caft off 4 
all boaſting; the latter would teach him that nf pap 
ſong, praiſe and chankſpiving to his God, yea it woulſ .,-. 
make him with all Saints {as the Divine Bich) caſt :4e 
Crown down to the ground, and fing that ſong thit} (je; 
none can learn but the redeemed of the Lord, evel} 0 
to praiſe that Lamb of God, who hath. raifed the} 7, 
out of the Graves, and ntade thettt of dry _ &w 
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army of men, oy ing men but-alſo armed with the 
wholearmour 6f God, to ſtand jn the day of battle a- 
gainft Satan ang the principalities -and powers of 
darkneſs, the lufts of the fleſh, the vanities and follies 
of the world, and brought them into their own land, 


{ to wit, that which is proper to the people of God;ro 
| by: together if unity of- Spirit, tho#gh they be never 


far abſent in body, ro ſtand ſtedfaſt ip Faith, is to 
tive in their own land, for this « that ſpiritual Canaan, 
and' beavenly Feruſalew, wherein the Fews cafting of 
heir obſtinacy, to truſt in their own works, and hum- 


' bled' to truſt in the living God ard his free mercies, 
20d the Gentiles denying their own wiſdom, and be- 


feving in Jeſus, the wiſdom of God to Salvation, and 
all Nations and Iſlands brought out of flefhly luſt, and 
eatthly vanities,tolive in the fear of God, do all meet 
here in ſpirit, though they be never ſo far ſeparate in 
body to live by Faith, and worſhip God in Spirit. And 
thighs that returning of the Fewsto their own land 
much-Prophefied of ; and not coming to the earthly 
Caen to live in the body , notwithſtanding all the 
dreams of E/aras,and the expeCtation of the Fews, and 
the fancies of all that expound the Scriptures afterthe 
tetter this ſhall never be, whar, is there any thing in 
the earth of Canaan, io make men'more holy and Re- 
ligious then jn other lands ? ſurely then had Iſrael ne- 
ver been driven out of it : but its the life of the'Spiris 
and free Grace of God, for where thoſe are.,God the 
Father, Son, and Haly Ghoſt are all in theſe ſouls, 
and whereſvever their bodies are, Nations or Tlands, 
they are alt one people, and living in anity of Faith, 
they ſound out his praiſes from the ends of the Earth, 
and ſtarid in the preſence of God, for the earth 5s the 
Lords ard the falnefs thereof, the world and they that 
dwell thereii. And this 39 that which the Prophet ſig- 
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nifies offthepyning of the two Wiiſeg of Fudab ay} the fur 4 
Iſrael-rogethery for by this are ali forms of Religin| ther chin 
deſtroyed; for they are raiſed by the diverſity of thi 5,514 
wits of men.in exponnding the Scriptures aftet the ey comp4 
Letter of the Scriptures; therefore when mansmiſ] gedCity 3" 
dom is confounded, and the Spirit is-given to pguich for this £ 
them into all trflth, then ſhall all, Forms. be tata chief Pxi 


4 
4 
- 


away. and all ſhall live by. Faith and not by fo ſacs, 


and ſhall all be of one heart and one mind, wo 


Gods: 


ping God neither,,jin one form nor another, at ax four qua! 


place nor another (as our Saviour faid) bat 5z./i 
and truth, not expecting the fulfilling of any. fits 
phecies or Promiſes, for they. have Jeſus in'whomal 
are fulfilled : and he is the Sanctuary or Holy placed 
God wherein they dwell,. and God is become thek 
Gcd, and his glory is made out unto Gentiles or-ny- 
converted ſouls, that they-alſo ngF'receive the knon- 
ledge of God. - _ \ Is | 

. Chap. 38. Here the Prophet is commanded aged 
phecy againſt Gog and the land of. Mapyo7, the lil 
Priace of Xeſtech and Twbal., and who ;are, thele! 
in the margent is holden forth, F-pher. had a fon call! 
Magoe, therefore'it muft be a people that came from 
him; and fome other: people that were. great Enemies 
to 1/racl, but though, he names him .Gog and Mage, 
he fays the cheif Prince» of Mefhich and Tubal, asit 
he ſpoke but of one, he addsallo Parar, aud Guſh, and, 
Phat, and Gomer, and Togarma, and yet he ſpeakss 
of one; Andhe ſaith, art thou not he of whom I ſp 
old time by the hand of my ſervants the Prophets of Iſratl; 
and yet none of the Prophets before this named Gu 
and 2/agog, therefore the queſtion remains ſtil{, who, 
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EY | 
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compaſs 


fed City, 


the belo! 
2pain{t rl 
criſie, fc 


Sea, Ov 
on the. 
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ere 
or by t, 
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wit, H 
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that ye 
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Magog 
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theſe. are ; but the: Divine in the Revelations ſaith, 
tht Satan ſhallke bound up a thouſand. years, \and when 
he 3; looſed, he ſhall go ont to deceive the people that art 4 

j - 


about it 
the mis 
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the fur quarters of the Earth, Gog.«u4Magog, to gas 
therchems 10 the Battle, whoſe number it tf theſand of the 
Sea 5 And th: y went up into the plain of the Earth, and 
they compaſſed the Te ts of the Sains al out, and the belo> 


of tedCity © Let,bim that readerh underſtand, ſaith the truth; 


for this gives us to know who this Gog and M:gog the 
chief Prince of 1M ſhech and Tabal is, He hath rwo 
mes, therefore he is cre that lives not in the unity 
of Gods truth, He is all the people that dwell in the 
four quarters of the Earth deceived:by Satan, whoſe 
_ is as the ſand of the Sca, and is gathered to 
attle, which go up into the plain cf the Earth, and 
compaſs the Tents of the- Saints about and the belo- 
fedCity, ſothey are about the Tents of the Saints and 
the beloved Ciry,but they come not in,but are fighters 
zpainſt them.z Hence it js manifeſt thar this is Hypo- 
ctiſie, for it hat Faces under one Hood as the 


EY is, and it 15 the Chief Prince of all iniquity , 


whilh.Devid:calls Meſhech and ANdar ; and one that 
late peace, and Hypocrites are as the ſandof the 
Sea, O what what multitudes of forms of Religion is 
on the Earth, and theſe are they whom Satan hath 
deceived in all the four quarters of the Eacthz”and 
gathered them rogerher to. Battle againſt the Saints, 
torby themi have all the Saints -of God from age to ' 
zpe ſuffered, and the Divine ſaith, that their City, to 
Wit; pocrife wherein they dwell is ſpiritually cal- 
ed Sedom and Egypr, where our Lord alſo ſuffered, 
but. it was called Ferſalem: in the Letter; and they 
that yerſecuted.him ro death were called High Prieſts 
and Elders of 1ſ-ael, but in fpirit they were Gog and 
Magog# This is the City of which David faid I have 
ſyacruelty 4nd lirife inthe City, day and night they 20 
about it upon the walls th:rtof, iniquity and miſchief are 11 
the midjt of it ; deceit and phil cepart not from ber 
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ſtreets, and theſe Hypocrites are they whom Saty 


hath deceived, for he makes them” ro believe thi 
they are Gods ſervants, and that Gods ſervants ye 
Hereticks, and that they do good ſervices to Gr] 
when they kill them; as our Saviour teacheth they 
ſhall do for ever ; therefore our Prophet faith to Gy, 
Tn the latter years thuu ſhalt come tnto the Land that hat 
been deftroyed with the ſword ,, and is gathered ou 
may people upon the Mountains of 1\rael that hay 
long laid waſte, yet have been brought out of the geaql, 
and fhall all _— : This 1s a clear deſcription 
of the people God whom Hypocrites perk: 
cute; for they have been deſtroyed with the ſword, 
to wit, all ſin hath been deſtroyed in them bythe 
word of God which is the ſword of the Spirit, and 
rb are gathered upon the Mountains of 7/rael, to 
it, the great love and free grate of God, theſe ar 
the Mcuntains into which the true 1f-ael, to pit, 
they that walk in the ſteps of the faith of Abruken, 
are brought out of the people, to wit, are converted 
and made of ſinners Sons of God. but theſe Mountains 
lay long waſt, for none doth inhabit them, till they 
be redeemed and fanctified of God, but thoſe ſhal 
all dwell ſafe in them, to wit, from all the powerof 
Satan and Sin, for they are kept by the power of 
God through faich to ſalvation ; but this.Gop withal 
his bands, to wit, Hypocrites ſhall think evil thoughts, 
and ſhall ſay ,, / willgs np to the Land that hath no waled 
Towers, Iwill ggzo them that arc at reſt azd dwell in ſafty, 
which dwell all without walls, and neither have gates 
nor barrs, here. is another clear deſcription of Chri- 
ſtians dwelling: place, they have no w-lled Towers, 
no, nor Walls, Gates nor Barrs, towit, no defer 


or ſtrength of man, no wiſdom of man can maintai þ 


their-quarre], and yet are they at reſt and dwell 


ſakety, as no power or wiſdom of man deth preſerve 


work ( 
Childr 
fora 
lexims 


ha 
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but that deſtroys them not.for to thera todye is gain, 
ſar itsa paſſage to a better even an immortal life. 
Again he fa:rh, that he ſhall come in the latter years 


| or days; for (as I have before ſhewed ) mans: firſt 


days are days of ignorance, Sin and Luff, living in 
his natural eſtate, ignorant of his ſinful condition, 
and miſerable eſtate through fin ; His ſecond days are 
under the Law, accuſed and condemned for fin, and 
ignorant of Gods free mercy and happineſs of the 
Soul that believes therein ; fo the Jaft days are the 
dyfot Chriſtianity, when God hath revealed Chriſt 
in his Soul in him, and given him to believe in him; 
and then comes the Hypocrite ;, for he profefleth the 
ſame Religion, and the ſame Faith ; but 11s by the 
wiſdom ot-man and policy of Satan, and not by the 
work of God ; but hereby are they ſo like unto the 


Cluidren of God, that they are received among them * 


foratime, as Simon Magus was, and Demas and A- 
lexand:r the Copperſmith, thet became a perlecuter, 
and did Paul much harm ;. and the falſe Apoſtles of 
whom Pail faith, They went out from 14, but they were 
not of w ;, to Wit, they had profeſſed the ſame Do- 
Arine of Faith, but it was nor the gift of God,there- 
fore they could not ſtand ſtedfaſtin it. 

Again-he faith, thar he had ſpoken of them of old 
by his former Prophets, and ſo he did conſtantly te- 
ſtite by all the Prophets againſt a hypocritical Relij- 
pion, though not under the name of Gog and A. gog, 
but under other names, as worſhipping God under 
the Name of Bal, my Lord, to wit, that rulesby 
power, and not under the name of 71s, my Husband, 
to wit, that makes me fruitful by Love. So by fome 
under the worſhipping of the works of their own 
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| thempo neither can it deſtroy them;men can kill them 


nds, to wit, placing their holineſs and happincis. . 


bs 
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- InCignation he will make {ch a ſhaking in 1/-aeÞþ(n 


_ In the day of God's Power 7? 


in their own exteinal aCtions : By ſome in ch of 
a Tree, and making an [mage of jr, ard beautify 
It, and worſhipping it for God, figuring thereby 
Form of Religion which they chuſe and approve x 
moſt glorious in outward {hzv of Holineſs and Zeal 
or molt agreeable to the Scripture inthe Letter.Thy, 
and many other ways have the Prophets ſpoken, 
g2inlt this Gog & Azgez, even Hypocrilie: And tha 
this may be known to be ſuch a hgurativeExpreſſig, 
is further manifeſt 1-; declaring the Judgment of 
Goc upon him , for he faith, that in Gods wrath ax 


wit, 1ſrael after the fleſh, whom onr S1viour called 
Hypocrites ; for he ſaid before, that 1/-ael afterthe 
premile ſhall te ar rift, and dwell alt ſafe npan thin 
Aountains ) that ll fiſh and f. wil and creeprng thing 
and men ſhall tremble at his p-eſence;, doth not thish- 
gure that all the ways whe: cin mans heart delights 
ſhall fail with h,m, and not he «ble to ſunporthin| 
And he further faith 
The Mountains ſhall be cverthrown , whe Staits and 
Walls ſha/l fall to the ground. Here by Mountains 
15 igured the pride and hauzhtineſs of the Hypocrites 
Mind in his Religion, figured by 1/aiah, by Oaks 
Baſan, and Cedars of Lebanon, and divers othet 
tnings. By Stazrs, is figured the ways whereby man 
hopes. to aſcend inro Heaven, towit, to attain eter: 
nal happineſs ; and by Walt is figured all ſtrong ſup 
ports that the Hypocrite hopes in; for that he hope 
not in God: Further he ſaith, . / wif deſtroy thee, and 
leave but a ſixth part of thee ;, I will canſe thy Baw and 
Arrows to fall out of thy hands, and thou ſhalt fall - 
en the Mountains of Iſrael. Here is figured the tugt- 


ing of Hypocrites unte the Truth of God , when he 


is brought to the:'Mountaing of 1/rart, to wit, 196 
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cymwted by the great Love 'of God, and to be re- 
ceived.nto his free Grace; theſe are the Mountains 
of {rael;, *and rhen their Bows and A;rows will fall o:it 
of th:ir hands ) to wit, then they will cea(e to perle- 
cnte '$he-Church , as Pax! did ; and then he ſhall te 
deſtroyed; but a ſixth part left;, towir, all Hypocriſiz 
4nd fleſhly mindednels deſtroyed, but ſome parrt is 
left to be the exerciſe of Chriſtians Patience and 
Faith, and-to keep them in humility, that they have 
nothing to glory in, that they may acknowledege ſti} 
that they have nothing but what they have received ; 
this:is-that Prick in the fleth that was upon Pax!. Fur- 
therhe ſaith, / mw give thee to every feathered Fowl, 
and Beaſt of the Earth to be devon-ed;, to Wit, all that 
isof the fleſhly power and wiſdom ſhall be caſt out to 
them that fly away from God, and live in bealtly- 
mindednefs, for their focd it is. This is hgured in 
Iſaiah, by caſting their Idols to the Bats and Moles of the 
earth,to wit, to them that live in darkneſs and earthly 
mindedneſs. | 

Laſtly, He ſaith] will ſend a fire 0» Magog,and then 
that dwell ſafely in the Iſies, & they ſhall know that I am 
the Lord, So the Divine ſaith, Fire came down from 
heaven and devoured them; whereby is figured the 
Word of God, which is a burning fire to deſtroy all 
Inquity and hypocriſie , and then. doth man know 
God; as Paul did never know God before, although 
he was a ſtrict Profeſſor of godlineſs. Thea he faith, 
that all in 1/-ael ſha# ſet. ire upon all the weapoys where- 
with Gop and hs; Army fought again# them ſeven years, 
wich4gureth, that every true Chriſtian ſhall by the 
Word of God, that true heavenly Fixe, burn up ail 
power of Hypocriſie that riſeth in his mind , 3!l the, 


. Fears or days of his Life ; for by ſeven is figured All 
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in many places of Scripture ; as by ſeven Churchy 
of Aſia, is meant all the Churches of Aa. 

Again he faith, They ſhall rob thoſe thit robbed they 
and ſpoil thoſe that ſpouled them: to wit, fleſhly Af. 
ftions and earthly Delights, which carry out -Hyyy 
crites from ſincerity in the profeſſion of Religion, it 
is the life of Chriſtianity ro crucifie the fleſh, and 
mortific all earthly mindedneſs. 

Further he faith, that they ſhall give Gog a Burigl. 
pl ce rm Jſrael, ard every one that paſſeth by ſhall fy 
bis Noje;, towit, that when the hypocrite is made; 
true Chriltian, all his former hypocritical Religion 
{hall ſtink co him, as Pa! ſaid that he acconnred by ty 
te auns. 

' And he faith, They ſhall bury them ſeven Months, 
wi1c1is the ſam? Figure as burning their weapons ſeven 
ears. And if ary Travellers that paſs tnrough the 
Land, ſce a Bone of aman, he ſhall ſet «a Mark by it, 
rill the Buricrs have Luriedit,, which is, that every 
Chriſtian ſhall continuaily w#ch that there be no- 
thing of the wit, wiſdom, power or luſt of man in 
his life and converſation, bur that it be mortified by 
the Spirit. 

Then he' faith, he will ſacrifice, and make a feaſt 
to all feathered fowls and beaſts, and they ſhall be filled 
w:th korſes and chariots; which word may plainly 
ſhew it js a figurative Speech, and it is the ſame that 
15 befors ſet forth in giving them to theſe to be de- 
voured. Heice he ſheweth , that by this his work 
all people ſhall know , to'wit ( all that ate convert- 
ed ) that he is God, and rhat it was for their ſin and 
tranſgreſſions that he hid his face from them, and 
gave them up into the hand of their enemies, and 
that when they had born tha ſhame of their ſins, and 
their living in careleſs ſecurity in a plentiful _ 
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then/he looked upon their affliction, and jn great 
compaſſion he delivered them our of their enemies 
hand, to wit, out of the powes of Satan and Sin, 
and gathered them into their own Land, even to live 
by faith, 2nd thar he will hide his face no more from 
them, to wit, he will make himſelf known unto them 
in Jeſus, for that is his face and light of his counte- 
nance, and his love that ſhall never be changed ; for 
in him he hath m2de them h s {ns, and given his Spi- 
rit to gnide them into all truth. 

Hence is a Viſion given to the Prophet of a new 
T:mple to be built, and all the Ordinances thereof, a 
Type and Fignre of Chriſt, for he is the Temple 
wherein alone God will be worſhipped for ever, and 
by whom our Bodies are made the Temples of the li- 
ving God, and he isthe Altar whereon we are offer- 
ed unto God body, ſoul and ſpirit, by him holy, and 
not dead in fins, but living unto him, and find ac- 
ceptance ; he is the door by which we-enter into the 
Word of God, and find food and paſture ufto our 
ſouls; and there are many d ors deſcribed to this 
Temple, ſignifying that there is by him free entrance 
to God for people oiall iorts; one for the King, by 
which, he laying down his Crown, to wit, humbled 
11 Soul under fence of his ſins', Jooketh upon him- 
ſelf no better than his meaneſt Subject, and ſo com- 
Ing to God, receives a Crown of eternal Glory; 
and this is the ſame gate at which the Lord entred ; 
tor our- Lord Jeſus, though it was no robbery to 
make himſelf equal with the Father, yet he took up- 
on himſelf the form of a Servant, and ſuffered in ir, 
and received the Crown of Glory to be the only Re- 
feemer, Mediator, Sanctifier and Saviour of all fin- 
vers; another Gate whereby Fews enter,that through 


k him caſting.eff all their righteouſneſs as an unholy 


thing, 


_ 
wiſe unto ſalvation by him who is the wiſdom of t 


_ there is for all Drunkards, Waoremongers, and4 
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thing; they may receive a Crown of Gloryby6| 


true righteouſneſs 'of Chriſt imputed untovthen, 
another Gate is for the Greeks to enter in, 
through him their wiſdom being confounded, thy 

receive a Crown of Glory, veing ma@tri 


Father: Another is-or ignorant prophane perſoy 
wherein entring bewailing their [gnorance. and P 
phaneneſfs, they may receive a Crown of Gloryj 
knowing che only true God, and Jeſus the Redee 
of- the world, which is eternal Life. Another Gi 


hlthy luftfal perſons to enter in at, mourning far 
their fhilthineſs and uncleanneſs, the miſpent'time 
their former Life, and receive a Crown of Glory 
the waſhing of their Souls in the Blood of Jeſus 
the forgiveneſs of their ſins and newnels of Lik 
Another Gate there is for the Blackmore to ents 
at, weeping andaſhamed that he is ſo black that 
is aſhamed to appear before the Lord;:his (infulne 
having made his Soul as black as his skin, that he mz 
receive a Crown of Glory through Jeſus, by con 
ing through the great tribulations, and having hi 
Garments, Soul and Skin and all waſhed and mat 


| white by the blood of Jeſus. Another Door theres 


for the Eunuch and Stranger to enter in, the ons 
complaining that he is a dry Tree, and the othe 
mourning that he is not of the Seed of Abraha, 
that.they may receive Crowns of eternal Glory, tit 
one being made fruitfulby Jeſus the true Vine, ail 
the other made near by the blood of the heavell) 
Covenant. Another Door there is for all that at 
ſcattered through many Nations, 'and wandring l 
By-ways, having no ſure abiding place to enterth 
bewailing their deſolate condition, that-they may it 
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ceivea Crown of Glory through Jeſus, and be ga- 
thered into unity of Spirit with the Sons of God. 
Miny Windows there are to ſightfie that he 1s the 
Light that enljghtens every one that -believeth in 


' him, That they may not walk in darkneſs any more, 


but have theIight of everlaſting Life abiding in them; 
and there are many little Windows that every Chri- 
{tian may behold themſelves in him, and not be for- 
perful hearers, but doers cf the Word, and may be 
changed into the ſame Image as by the Spirit of God, 
that they may bear no longer the Image of the 'firſt 
Adam unto fin and corruption, but be transformed 
intothe Image of the Lord Jefvs unto life and falva- 
tian. And there are Poſts or Pillars, ſignifying that 
ſeſos is the Pillar and Ground of Truth , whereby 
all Believers are fanCtified-and upholden by him in 


| the ways of God, and: therefore he ſaith, that zhey 


zor their King ſhall never more defile his holy Name by 
their Formications. * 

There are many Chambers, ſignifying that there 
1s good, ſure and ſafe reſting places for all -thar are 
by himmade Kings and Prieſts unto their God. 

And the; e iſſued Witers from uncer the Threſhald of 
the Houſe which r:ſ: up to the Ankles, thin to the Knees, 
thru to the Loins, and becomes an unpaſſable River ;lig- 
nifying, that from Jeſus is adminiſtred Grace and 
Fruitfulneſs to every Believer according to his ſtate 
and place in the Church; that every one may be 
brought ro rhe frrineſs of the ſtature of a man in Christ, 
and ſtill a falneſs abiding in him beyond the compre- 
henfion of a man in this life. 

Heres alſo deſcribed a-new diviſion of the Land 
of Canaan, wherein is appointed' that they give to 
every-Rranper an Inheritance in every Tribe where 
te dvelleth 3 ſignifying, that God purs no difference 
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{pokeas of four Monarchies, and though there a,” 


J 


berween Jew and Gentiles (as Peter ſaid) purifying k 
hearts of all by faith ;, all ſhall have habitation, a 
peace 2nd rlt and fulneſs in Jeſys,,Qthat are weaned 
trom this worlds fulneſs. dl © 


js 


DANIEL. 


Coap. 2. N this Chapter is Neuchadnezzar's Drean 
which was gone from him, that he coul 
not declare it, & yet he muſt have the wiſe men to de- 
clare the Dream and the Interpretation, otherwik 
they ſhould all de ſlain ; which ſhews man in his nats 
ral eſtate lifced up with greatneſs in the world, hoy 
furious he is and unreaſonable. | | 
Secondiy,, The Aſtrologers and Wiſe men have no 
other courle toi take for the ſaving of their Lives; 
they could tell the King, that none could declare it bu 
the Goas , whoſe dwelling 45 not with fleſh; but Dam, 
though he knew the ſame, yet he believed that God 
would declare it, as is written, that he revealeth all bi 
Secrets to his Servants the Prophets. Now in the Drean 
is the opening of the Myſtery of our Salvation ; for 
the ſeyeral parts of this Image ſets forth the ſeveral 


_ condition of mans.eſtate before that Chriſt be reveal- 


cd in him, although the Tranſlator in the Marginat 
tributes to ſeveral Monarchies that ſhould be upon 
earth before Chriſt's coming in the fleſh ; bur this 
ſpeaks .not of his coming in the fleſh, for thenhe 
came not to reign and ſubdue all things under him, 
(as here is ſpoken of ) but to be the ſeryant of al, 
and to be flain of wicked men: Although David 
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be Monarchies on the earth: ſeemingly anſwering to 
ſuch an interpretation, all that is nothing; for there 
muſt be upon evRffence, to wit upon every Scri- 
ptureWwhich holds forth the glorious Myſtery of our 
$lvation; there muſt be a literal Expoſition ſeem- 
ingly agreeable to it, that. Gods Law may be bound 
up, and his Teſtimony ſealed among his Diſciples ; 


yet though man would make it ſo, it agrees nat z for 


if his Coming ſhould break down all Monarchies, 
yet all -theſe Monarchies were not all at once ; but 
he (ays 1t breaks them all, the Iron, Clay, Braſs, Sil- 
wr,ard Gold: And again,as it is his ſpiritual Coming, 
it meddles not with earthly temporal Monarchies,but 
that Spirit within man, which lufteth to emvy,, Gods 
Spirit, which is a Spirit of Love, comes to deſtroy 
It. Therefore that which is figured by theſe ſeveral 
Monarchies, is firſt the Head, to wit, mans Wit and 
Policy, whereby he will cunningly enter into all the 
Scriptures, comprehend and expound all dark Say- 
nps, 2nd ſearch into the deep things of God, and 
taikas with the tongue of Men and Angels. The 
ſecondis his Breaſt and Arms, which is his Power to 
workz for the Arms are the Members or Inſtru- 
ments of working, which though he cannot go as 
faras hls Head comprehends, yet he can imitate all 
the works that the Servant of God doth in Spirit, he 
can form a likeneſs of it in bodily ations, under- 
ſanding and obeying the Word after the Letter, as 
(pray, read, hear, faſt, give Alms, repent, obey 
the Law, believe the Goſpel, yea, and give his goods 
tothe poor, and his body to be burned. The third 
I$his Belly and his Thighs, which are but ſerviceable 
lembers to others more principal ; but that the Bel- 
ly |sthe cleanſing part , to caſt out all impurity ; and 
lereia he fails, for when he would caſt Hereticks 
f out 


Py 
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.our of the Church, he miſtakes, and deſtroys 
People of God ; therefore this is compared to Brah 
whofe Ruſt is abſolute Poyſon, qegkhe fourth Parts 
the Legs, which are of tron, that breaks all q 


in pieces, his goings are afcer ways of wickedn 
he ſtamps underfoot all the Servants of God as my 
he can; therefore David ſaith, his feet are ſwift 
ſhedblood;, but God ſhortens his Power; thereſoy 
his Toes are part of Potters Clay, which cangot mit histhire 
with the Iron; therefore there is ſome weaknels ; ith hintſel? : 
they mix with the ſeed of men, to wit, they adjoyti ff ad tow: 
the power of the Magiſtrate to maintain their z#| thea\ 
- tous fiery Religion, toburn and deſtroy the Peoplif tl 
of God, bur yet they ſhall nor prevail ; as Pail pr 
cured Letters fromthe High Prieſt to bring all bound 
Jerufalem that profeſſed rhe Name of Feſus, but yet i Quit 
prevailed not : for then it,was Gods time to lay tif ble 
Hig#hand, and kelphisServants; and therefore as .. 
iS riding at Noon-day, a Light ſhines about him greata 
than the Light of the Sun, and down he pors to th 
ground,all is now broken in pieces;his Gold,Braſs,$ 
ver, and Iron, his Head, his Breaſt and Arms, Bel 
ty, and Thighs, Legs and Toes, all are broken and 
confounded, to wat , his wiſdom is become fooliſh 
neſs ; therefore now he counfels him that will K this grea 
wiſe, to betome a fool, thar he may be truly wiſe;] #, for t 
his works that he counted great righreonfnef$are be} wang 
come Loſs and Dung, His Zeal to ſeparate Hereticks| a0d let 
from. the Church, was to perſecute Jeſus and tiff Dream 
Saints, his violent cruelty to ſtamp all the Saints ut] kasdon 
der foot, is now fallen upon his own head, and bt] tiatall t 
is, ſtamped under foot, and perſecuted by the ſame} ilterpre 
buad Zeal, - ©  -- | | et [as 
C7ap. 4. This containeth the ſecond Dream d 
Nebuchadaezzar, who had magnified the God of mt 
| l 


; Difficult Texts in Daniel. 57 5 


vel, upon his interpretation. of his firſt Dream, and 
theGod of Shadrach , Meſhack, and Abedego, upon 
til their delivery from his Cruelty , bur yet was lifted 
pin pride of heart, therefore God gives hin a ſe- 
ond Dream, wherein, by Dames interpretation, 
if tells him firft what he is according to his proud 
thoughts of himſelf; that retained net in his mind 
zremembrance of Gods great Power in delivering 
$three Servants from his Cruelty, but ſtill efteems 
, inſelf as Ged, a preſerver of all beaſts of theearth, 
41 ad fowls of the ayr, and that his Glory reached up 
| toheaven as welb as over all the earth ; but then he 
olf cells bim plainly what ſhall become of him ; and 
pref Daniel. Rands aſtonied a whole hodr at the terrible 
4 fiedot tic King fall upon him : then being re- 


of quired of the King to ſpeak freely, and not” be trou- 
h ; Fitſt', he” ſhews. how much he was troubled at 
it, aying, The Dream be to them that hate thee, and 
the interpretation to thy enemies; then he ſhews him 
4 what God will do with him ; and then gives hin 
ef good counſel how to divert the Judgments 'of God; 
| but the Lord deferring his Judgment a whole year, 
i0-} tie continues his pride ſtill, and boaſting, ſaith, 7s nor 
WI thi great Babel chat T bave built by the might of my pow- 
ſe;| #, for the glory of my Majeſty ?. therefore while the 
be- nord aim his month, a voyce came down from heaven, 
ki] add Jet him know that "the interpretation of the 
his} Dream ſhould be fulfilled npon him, and the Dged 
uw] nasdone that yery hour ; whence it is manifeſt, firſt, 
he} thatall the manifeſtation of Gods wiſdom ( avin the. 
me} interpretation of. thefirſt'/Dream)) and of his pow- 
{las in that wonderful deliverance of his three' 
«ff rants) nor all the manifeſtation of his dreadful 
s | ldgments againſt Pride, aud all wholſom Counſet 


WI 4 - that 
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that man can give, will not prevail to pull downth 
Pride of mans heart ; bur yet ſo great is Gods goud. 
neſs, that he ſheweth all this patience and long ſife. 
Trance towards him'; but when all this Prevailsax, 
if hebea Veſſel of wrath, he lets him run on hey 
long to deſtruftion ; but if he be a Veſlel of met 


he caſts bis hook in his noſtrils, and his bit in bu jan, | 


and brings him back, by the way he bath rot known, an 
* leads him to the hill, of his ſalvation , and ſhews him by 


Glory. Hence it appears this great proud Kingal ; 
ordained to Mercy, therefore the greater he wal ; 


and the more he rejects or neglects all his teſtimg- 
nies and admonitions,- the more heavy will he ly 
his hand upon him; therefore it may be that 

changed his Body according to his Dream, for a td 
Tible ſpeCtacie to others; but. howeyer the Powerd 
God was great upon his Soul, -to make him knoi 
that his heart was a Den of filthy Beaſts, and a Cage 
of uaclean Birds ( as every. wicked mans is) wiici 
it may be was all that was figured by this changing 
of his Form-z-but it might be fo dreadfal as todrixe 
him into a diſtraQtion of Senſes, ſo that the Govern 
ment of his Kingdom was performed by others, aid 
in that time he might delight to be in the open Ay 
and to eat graſs like a Beaſt, imagining himſelf tobx 
a Beaft or feathered Fowl; for many diſtrated pet 
ſons are carriedinto ſtrange Fancies ; but however 
was with the Body, it matters not. for.the workd 
God was, to bring him to a right underſtanding , a 
_— to the words of the Dream, even to'knol 
himſelf to be but man, and that the God of Heavn 
rule:ls alſo inthe Earth, and diſpoſeth Kingdoms evth 
a he pleaſes, that the true fear of God might livell 
his heart. And whereas he faith ſever times paſed 
ever bims, it's v0 number of days , years or oy 
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that att ſignified thereby, for ſeven is uſed in Scrip- 
rife for a _nitimber” of perfection, therefore it ſigni- 
Fes that this Power of God was upon him, till a true . 
nnderſtanding was given him; and the fear of God 
perfettly eſtabliſhed in his mind, and then the God 
of mercy turne&all his ſorrow into joy. 
hip: 5. 1n this Chapter is the like exatmple of a 
jon given'to Belſhaz.zar another proud King, that 
bow tis mifd to drink in'the Veſſels of the Lords 
Hoſe bfought from 7eruſalem, magnifying his Gods 
fold; Silver, Braſs and Stone; probably diſdain- 
etheGod of 1f7aet, as ore that was not able to'de- 
ſiver oy People vi of' their hands, and: therefore 
ſds a hand to Write beforehim, which terrified him | 
on pynts. of his loins were loofed,; and his 
 {mote'tegether, ſo inhaſt was he fot all his'wiſe 
met to inferpret' the Viſion; but though they had the 
fiting before them; they could notread it, till Da- 
#ekcame, who had the'Spitir of God, for it was of 
thoſe things which God hath hid-from rhe wiſe of the 
world; 'But this Viſion- was” fiven to reprove this 
King ant 'n6t- to! convert him, as Nebuchadritzzars 
poem rd Daniel ſpeaks very peremtorily, 
#not rhgarding him nor his gifts ; yet the Writing 
winifeſts the power of God uport tiim, thou art weigh- 
(d, dart Found too light, for this is the great work of 
God tftmake man know, that he is lighter and vainer 
thin vanity , 4ll his wiſdoiri tobe fooliſtineſs, all his 
righteouſneſs as filthy arid ſtinking dung, atl hisfonour 
duta vain reputation amonſt men, ll his ſtrength, 
though he have re /er ſo grear armies, but like a ſmall 
biirnt ſtick i 'the- preſence. of God ; he wilt make 
Frops; Flies, Lice, Caterpiltars or the like moſt 
Gitemptible creatures to devour hin, as he did by 
PhFrob King of Erypt. Ons | 
Pug Q q Ehap.7: 


fe ;. An Erpolitioniok the 
7-Here Daniel begins toGeglape Hy t 
whe h Ct: gave him; An the ke whi WAI Gol coo 
to hisProphets are fot concerningKing ems 4ndjþ d Tick 
alteratjqus,-as the frapſlator expounds this in rhe yer Mor 
pentybur. it.is the, revealing unto hisProphers all fo wan 
ciets concerning his-Church abereforo ag 9 heh 
Beaſts. hx holds forth-four cordirionsef mn mar arral foreche is 
beaſt like x nature, before Chrill bereyealed \inh = 
the Fathe Firſt, he's ihe a roarang L-yog before j : Gich 
Beafty off 36k "hh tremble at his. xoxreng,, 40 exal yight!, 
King would have all his people to oþey.every bY Godg- but 
{peaks be it never ſocontrary to God 06, g0 odd zor alt h 
and evepy one weuldbe a King or £3 Lomm | 1502 C0 
HOG: Hor his. proud. phop My th Ml mined þ 
[hems yt theſe. wings, are Ofe of 3 6g 
bo I Hat. be a cl Iz 
(whi Ic ns 4} (ge bet 
fo be content with AER —_ horn, - af 
and Subject; . Parents an! d;Ghth _ = 2a Ul ay; 76 
wy ” Evgry one.content with his oof peckeng 
he, 1 & cond. ſtate; of, nature; (4 , Fo ere IK 483 A, 
like aqvild: Bear, he flands.upon the ons {i 6.10200 great ſh 
contiguerlicy when he hath heard the on Hi | little ho 
if he-haye. a favour Po we party. be; will; of ny Reform: 
other, but utterly: Gy them 1h ; he can, and, luſt; 
ſpcech js as fierce rf pot beth d Bear t hat ha cio wow, 
in hjs mo mopth, as if he had Pe] alread 
faid) to, Yom, arife fe and dewour much feſb , hy wit, _ ft 
his witand thoughts and devices are to deſtroy all repent 0 
Can. ..H | Mong un! 
-The third eſtate kath.| ſubtle Policy joyned to, i u_—_ 
cruel mind, whereby he flies ſpeedily upon whomlge| | 
ver he ſers himlelf agamit;as a fowl might fly;twiced 
talt with four wings,and he hath ſo much rugningAs 


as if he had four heads, and dominion 3s given him R 
W 
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ww] wit , by his power and policy he prevails over 
| many- BE 22 The 
& The fourth eſtate of the ndtural and carnal Mind, is 
&r| yer more crucl,even terrible and very ſtrong,the lon- 
ik rer man continues in this corrupr ſtate, ignorant of 
Wl God 2ndyoidot: his fear, the worſe he grows, there- 
_ is faid to be unlike to what he was before ; for 
by hath ten herns,. to wit, he grows five times more 
ml cruel than a Beaſt, for the Beaſt of prey kills and eats 
al fight}, and gocs away, but cruel man is not ſo ſatis- 
Mal Godp-but wlien he hath overcome his adverſary, and 
es gorali ts pretended luſles or wrongs ſatisfied, yet he 
* ish0t content, but  purſueghim, t1i1l he hath utterly 
hall cxined. him and his family., as-is often manifeſt. But 
ll che;Prophet confidering theſe horns, to wit, exceed- 
8! ely-aſtonifhft-and. perplext that man can be fo diſ- 
all (@lvtely- wicked; Bebotd agreater wonder, attothet little 
Ninl born, before. whom thret of the: firſt: horns were pluckt a- 
Xa way; and it had eyes. like tbe ey8s ofa man. but a wouth 
ol {prdkeng preſirmptuons things, and this is Religion, but 
wh is is: 2, carnal. Religion, but*there maſt need be a 
ay great ſhow: of humility , and: therefore its* called a 
M little bon; *and* there muſt be''alſo a great ſhew of 
thy Reformagion, and therefore-an "abatement: of pride, 
al n&k and covetouſheſs, thoſe three hotns'ſeem to 
nl lepluckt.away in outward appearance.andthere fore 
th] itidaidite.bieye eyes like the eyes of a wangs if he would 
3] bdno. more like! a beaſt as he had been, bat he will 
[if] repent of his fins and fear God, and live honeſtly a- 
+;] mong men, . if words will'do4t, bur the heart is not 
is] renemed by the Grace of God therefore talkes pre- 
off lumptuouy things, the Lotd Telus faid, no man Cai 
6a] aer.cnto the. Kingdom of Hehver except be be regenerate, 
As] who will perform all Righteouſneſs without Rege- 
0] Wedtion, or elſe he ſays he was regenerate, when he 
:3 Q_q 2 was 
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was baptized with water, :tho the Baptiſm of Jeſy yed and | 
by fire and the Holy Ghoſt, that fin may becleak - jor 1 
out, burnt up by fice and the - Soul ſanctified by , ,;s ſeaſes 
Holy Ghoſt. Theſe are preſumptuous things; ſtroyed , 
-be ſays more , he will walk fo holily and pray fokt| with fait 
vently that he will get Chriſt and faith and theſhiyj gf*his wi 
of prayer, which are the mighty and free gifrsofGf may keex 
by Chriſt, theſe are preſumptuous things ; yet hedg ;rmour « 
more, like Lucifer he cxalts himſelf above all tail chriſt « * 
called God in heaven and in earth. Therefore} ,,ne and 
nox high-time that the thrones be ſet and the angin} ,vreion 5 
of days ſit , to wit that God ariſe to judgment wal at Ngtro: 
this proud preſumptuous Creature. His garment ml ylcemed ; 
white as ſnow , to wit he appeared to judge in right 4,þroyed: 
teouſneſs : rhe hair of his head like pure wool , towithi The E 
clear that his judgment ſhall have noznofe of defedlnl P&hbſitic 
it ; his Throne like fire thay. flames, and bis wheeles are four Þ 
turning fire., to wit his judgment will burn up all tha ariſes all 
appeares.eyil before bim eitheir in his ſeat.or ink cheywoul 
going uv, for the, Scepter of-his realm maintain} zyyh, tt 
righregulneſs ; thirefore:a fery flame iſſued and can] thefourt 
forth bifore him, to wit true apd perfect judgmentfel} (© ampli 
upoa all.his adverfaries ;' thouſands upon thonſerds | from all 
niſtred unto him and Poeragfers him, 'to wit, an infnit] tilt Chri 
number of. true and faithful witneſſes gave teſtima{ reveal th 
to the,uprightneſs of his judgements ;; all evil Angel} ſervants 
and wicked men acknowledge that their puniſhments] - @hap;" 
juſt.and all the redeemed teſtifie that their falvations Wh. 
gnly by his free Grace; Therefore the Prophet b#| was piy 
heid becaule of the preſumptuons werds of the little bonty] literal” 
aud he ſees the Beaſt ſlain and his body d:ſtroyed andgima| therefor 
to the burning fire, to wit, till God exalted his fief] far cert 
Law, that. it came upon him, (as it did upon PW] man of 
whenhe was alive in his own righteouſneſs which na} theWo; 
by the Law, and he therein bſameleſs) tt.ca fin gu. bath fo- 
'y s 
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[ ved and he dyed, as for the o:hrr Beaſts they had their 
dommion taken away ,, but their lives prolonged for a cer- 


| cainſeaſon, to wit, the raign and power of Sin is de- 
 ſroyed , but 'it lives to exerciſe the converted ſoul 


with faith and patience, and to keep him ſenſible 
of his weakneſs and the Enemies power, that he 
may keep conſtant watch girt about with the whole 
armour of God , that he may conquer - through 


{ Chriſt : Therefore now the Prophet ſees the Lord 


come and 1cc:ive from the Futher an everlaſting dominion 


ll roreign 577 and with his Saints, that are gathered out of 
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all Nations, Kinareds ana People, that they alſo by him 
redzemed may resgn in righteouſneſs with him,and never be 


defrayed: © | 
| © he Expoſition that is given to Darrel ſhews this 


dition to be true , for he ſays the four Beaſts 
ate four Kings which ſhall ariſe out of the earth;, hence 


Mf ariſes all the natural powers ſpoken of, and he ſays, 


they would take the Kingdoms of the Saints of the moſt 
Hyb, thisis that which -Hypocrites ſtrive at, and of 
thefourth Beaſt he ſpeaks in like manner though.not 
ſo amply, becauſe the thinzs of God were tg b&hid, 
fromallthe wiſe of the world, and not fulffrevtaled 
tilt Chriſt come and open the ſeven ſealed Baok, and 
reveal the- myſteries of his heavenly Kingdom to his 
ſervants by his Holy Spirit. 
© Ghap."'8; Here is Dantels ſecond Viſion, and the 
ntekpretation- of it but a figure ; ſo that though ir 
mas given to Daniel by an Angel, yet was it but a 
literaPexpoſition of ir, the ſpiritual was awanting, 
therefore-Panicl was ſick, and aſtoniſht at rhe Viſion 
far certain'days; but certainly there is no cauſe for a 
Men of God to be ſo, for hearing/ of Wars in th 
theWorldz is no trouble to them; for our Savionr 
Mo taught vs, when ye hear of Wars and rumours :f 
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Wars be net trowbled ;, but lift up your heads for yay 


ſalvation draweth near, but that which tronbleth th ; 


Prophet was the miſtery of this Viſion, for by this 
Kam or King, of the Aedes and Perſians is figuredthe 
Hypoctite under the adminiſtration of the Law, that 


comes in his great ſtrenz2th wherein he boaſteth thy] * 


he is touching the adminiſtration of the Law blany 
leſs, and outitripeth all his Companions, as Paultil 
and who could ſtand before him ;, the Heathens thi 


were not worthy to be named, the ſons of Belialin | 'E 


racl,to wit,profane perſons they wanted ſtrongCome- 
(tion: The Chriſtians he trampled under foot, an 
made havock of them, as himſelf expreſt it; Thush 
puſht againſt Weſt,North and South; But then they 
aroſe anorherKing out of theWeſt,notJeſus by "lt 
Paul was ſubjeted by Love,for he was a Lamb, and 

came at the riſing Sun and brought light with him, bt 
this is a Goat or King of Grecis that comes out of tle 
Weſt where the Sunſets, ſure he is a child'of darknels 
for this figures the Hypocrites under the adminiſtrs 
tion of the Goſpel he ſeems to have twoeys,he think 
he'knows well enough, what pertains both to Lay 
and Goſpel, bur there appears a tiorn between them, 
he is forfighting ; he will ſubdue all bythe power df 
the ſword, he is not for winning all by love ; andbe 


ing a Hypocrite he comes with great arguments} 


reaſon, which is the ground of all humane wiſdett, 
almoit all men, agree with him and pretending the 
Goſpel of Jeſus, all men think themſelves bound to 
take part with him. Therefore he comes with ſo great 
jirength, the Ram cannot ſtand before him”; there 
xau!t be no mention- of the Law, nor of its Sacrifice 
andCecicmouies alter the Gofpel-is eoine, ſo this Gott 
grows. exceeding great; hethat: makes a profeſſion 
of the Gofpel ayd carries it on by myitiplying ps 
cept, 
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 Difffculs Textsin Daniel. 483 
cet lines, rules,leflons and inſtructions is magnified 
ol 1g10ys men ; but.when he is ſtrongeſt , his 
greafhorn is broken; and when no adyerſary appears, 
Oſttange? what is-the matter, Hypocrifie cannot ſtand 
orcofitinge.1n one way, and therefore is broken into 
four anfwerable.to the four quarters of the World, 
Prjtdpreads its ſelf into as many forms, as men in- 
xertaod devile new opipions aud ways of conceited 
holineſs, and opt of one of theſe ariſes a little horn, 
'&veti one pretending to be. molt like Chriſt in meek- 
mf and lowlineſs, as if he would be ſervant even to 
ſervants, wo he grows great even both againſt men 
and againſtGod and all his. Hoſt,there's rothing mare 
proud and havghty than comiterteired humility,and he 
ſts down ſome of Gods Hoſts and Stars even to the 
Pound, to wit, prevails with ſome true believers, 
tojovn with-him in that way, a faickful mans ſimpli- 
Cty 819901 deceived with ſuch pretended humility, 
therefore chis. Hypocriſie prevails fora time, and the 
Gyly. facrifice js taken away, fr they ind no nece(- 
fity, and then prayer and praiſes which are Ghriftians 
tact! &-2x6 in.yain, and the place of the SanQtuary 
is caſt down, to wit, Jeſus, they have no need of 
bim,they.keep his name in remembrance that he hath 
woteht Redemption ang. Salvation, but that, he is a 
dylyRedeeiner, Interceſſor, SanCtificr and Saviou , 
Me kap $otbing of him, they have no need of him 
l 


his proud lictle horn ſhall be deſtroyed withcur 
and, power of man can U9 nothing in deſtroying of 
rae ritic and eſtabliſhing trath on rhe Earth, th:t 
is the wot k of Chriſt alone, to give peace-to his fer- 
Vants, but .ſich as the world knows nof of, in the 
world miſt be no ſuch thing, for there js no peace to 
the wink a fog | 2F) L Ay © | 

me wicked,” their filthy migds_ are like waves of the 
$6, continually caſting ouh frotf,and filth. This 
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| * was that which afflited 'the Prophet ſo much 
made him ſick and aſtonifht, to conſider thatmy 
heart and mind is ſo wicked, and deceitful, t 
the whole word of God,to play theHypocrite bgtj 
"Law and Goſvel, where he'profeſſes to be moſthy. 
ly, there to « x ced all humane Pride, where he aj 
'tends moſt for Chriſt. there to perſecuteall his Sai 
"This was it, chatgynade the Prophet Feremy tqmi 
bis head to be a well if Water, and his cyes Fonttagu; 
tears to bewaile the hurt of the daiighttr of bis people, y fruitful, 
wit, their corrupt and ſinful hearts. - 4} myback! 
And this is ſuch zn Expoſition,” as all the Scripta} whom t! 
ſhovld be expounded with, not to concern any pal man, it 
ticular Nation or ſome few Nations, but to concen} God,” 
the. whole World, for all are his creatures. bag 


will ſave ſome ont of every Nation and ]flaid;th 
far off us vpon the Scas ; and this Expoſition.tou E 
ethalt people, for all have ſome form cf worſhipping] gd Goc 
ſuch Idols as are ſeen or heard, or conceivedin the} pivew a 
heart of man, therefore the work of God is todras his | 
ther from all ſuctthings to him, thet is beyond may} feaſon, 
comprehenſion', which made the Philoſopher fy, and by 
(when he had ſearched out and treared of all thing] fear ht 
that his wit could react unto ) O thing above d} things, 
thirgs have mercy on me: Again this Expoſition. hol| upon-n 
forth the ground of all contentions and wars in N& works 
tions, as of cur preſent jealouſies, for they that hol ». 
works meritorious. although they profeſs Faith;in| witho 
Chriſt they are abſolute maintainers of Salvation by} avails: 
the works cf the Law, and they that profeſs ny” quick: 
by Faith in Chriſt only, and yer joyn any other oa 
as ſo neceſſary as without which no man can be faved, | . 

as good indegyours,. or our form of Religion what: | clare 1 
ever it be, fs but Hypocriical, and would caſt out | which 
all other Nations, and all of this Nation, that is got | andy! 


of 
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of their form, but there is more mercy with God, that 
he gay be honoured throughout all the world ; ' they 
that have. Idols of wood, ftone, braſs, ſilver, gold, 
or-lron, he will make them throw them away-tothe 
rats.and Moles, -and thoſe that have forms of Reli- 
ion, tliey worſhip God as Baal, to wit, asa Lord 
hat hath preſcribed to them a form, without obſer- 
wing! Righ no Salvation, net as J/ch; my husband - 
throygtt whoſe love-1 am drawn unto him, and made 
fruitful, and who pardons all my ſins, and heals all 
mybackſlidings, and loves me freely. And they to 


whem'the Goſpel is not preached by the words of 


man,it is preached by the works and creatures of 
d,' {tr the heavens declare the glory of God, the firma- 


pit ſÞ:w:th 'bis handy work: though 'they have no 
Fc no language, yet their ſound 1s gone over all 


Earth, for' God hath ſhewed his divine Power 
and Godhead by the things he hath created; and hath 


Os ang. doth continually give ſufficient teſtimony 
# his goodnels, giving us fruitful ſhowers in due 
ſeaſon, and filling our | bes with joy and gladneſs, 
add by this his mercy ſome are.drawn-to love him, 
fear him, truſt m:him, and_ honour him above all 
things, and others are left without excuſe, his hand 
upon-man in the conſideration of his creaturus, or his 
works will work wonderfully to bring man to the true 
of God, anda firm faith' in his Mercy ; and 
mint that hand preaching af -Law and Goſpel 
aratlsnothing ; 'for that band: is. Jeſus his tiving and 
qniekning.. word, 'who-is his only power and wiſdom 
Tn all both Zews and Gezt:les. 

Chap. 9. Verſe 24.: Here is:an: Angol ſent to de- 
Clare to: Danieh that which his ſoul deſired, and that 
Which all the:Prophets and holy: men of God, yea 
ad the Angelg of Heaven deſired to look into, = 
Tae 


56> _ iAn(Eppoſition' of the - 
the briþging of 7/rael out of Captivity in Babylow al 
building; of the City of Feruſalem, &c. as-it is. | 
pounded in the margent, but the bringing of the tr 
I/r-ael of God our of Captivity to Satan.and'Sin, ay- 
the building of the City of 'God Ferufalem whiz 
from. above, 'and the revealing of Chriſt in andwyþ @; 
the foul , and the death of Jeſus and his reſurrg@tion awan 
and thedeath and reſurrection of his Saints wig bit 467 
And he ſhews him, that for this whole work. feyet | 
weeks are determined, firſt upon whom,upon thy Þ& 
ple, and apon thy Holy City, to wit, the Elect of Gut 
his.Brethren, nat after the fleſh, but after the Faith 
Abraham,who ſhall dwell in theHoly City,(not in Fer 
ſalem below. which is in bondage-with her = 


but) Fer«ſaler: from above, which is free, which ist 

Mother. of all the'Saints of God, an end-being put 

their wickednels,' their Sins pardoned, their Souls 

reconciled;trueand everlaſting Righteouſneſs broupht 

into their, hearts, even the Rightcouſnefs of Faith 

whereby they ſet to their Seals that: God is true; fot 

all the Viſions and Prophefies given to his ſeryants 

are-fulfilled, and Jeſus the mbif Holyds'one exalted 

in their Souls as. King ,' Prieſt: and Prophet 'uiith 

them, and in them, : and all their thoughts, ways, 

words and works ; and. what.-is this time of ſeventy 

weeks ? iFirſt, I have ſhewed before that ſeven is uſed! 

in Scripture for no determinate time'but for a nutty 

ber of perfection, Secondly,, When Siroz' asked ollt' 
Saviour, when my brather ſinneth again me, how often 
ſhall I for give him , He anſwered, till ſeven times, and. 
then he ſays further, 7 do not ſay to thee' till ſevm 
times, but till ſeventy times ſeuen rimes, and here being. 
{ct down ſeventy weeks, and a week containitry ſcyel 
days, here is'the ſame number of ſeventy tines ſeen 
days or times for a day. or a time; thongh it = E 
00S 
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lojs time even of a thouſand years with God isall 
one, fo the fame time of Gods forgivinz out fins, and 
bringing in everlaſting Righteouſucts is Eerermined, 
xs for our forgiving our Brothers offences, therefore 
djr Saviour hath joyned them together teaching us 
i pray , Father forgive ns our fins, as we forgive 
them that offend us, or ſin againſt us; and therefore 
a 60x Saviour ſet down fo determinate time of our 
fotdiving our Brothers offences, fo there is-nor 
be any determinate time of accomplifhing the 
tions works of God, or of the end of this world 
al-sone, for theſe works muſthe working as tong 
& tie farh any Saints upan Earch, for while there are 
any bf his people, "the world is continued and ſuppor- 

# for their ſakes, but aſſoon as the number of Gods 
Bet are gathered up, the world rmuft fall away, but 
when the Diſciples askt our Saviour, wilt, thou at 
this time reſtore the Kingdom to Hſ#4et, and' likewiſe 
when they alt of the end of the world, he told them, 
ifwas not. for them to know the times and ſaſons, 
which God hath kept in his owt! power. So he tells 
the Prophet thatthe bringirfg back the people, and 
the buildintg the” City” ro+ thee Meſſiah ſhaltbe ſeven 
weeks, even that perfect tine khown'only to'God. 
al in threeſtore and two weeks the ſtreet arid wall 
ſ{1l beBailt aSatre, eve in a rroablbus time, for as 
ti&building of earthly Feriſalem was troublons, be- 
cabſe they had ſo many Enemies hat they wereforced 
to hold their weapotis in one Han, and'to build with 
theGher,this was # plain figure of the building of the 
heavenly Jeruſalem, for the bujtders muft have the 
Croſsto crucihe the Fleſh with Fit& Tufts and affecti. 
ons; and to mortifie the carne! rhind, 25 well as the 


Spirit to lead them into all Fruths;. they moſt reſiſt 
datan till-he fly, as welt as love and heffeve in Tefus 


with 
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with all ther hearts : but this is ſet down in a dets, 
minate time, becauſe it is wrought in man; butj 
that new name written in 4 white ſtone; which noney 
read but they that have it. F 

After which time Meſſiah ſhall be ſlain, and ſhall hy 
nothing ;, after he hath declared the work of Gody} Soul 
his fe. he declares the working of the People gf # 
the Prince of darkneſs, even unbelievers, as Scri 
Phariſees, Sadduces, and all that come after then; 
they, pierce the Lord, the Lord Jeſus, he hath 
thing in them, they are of their Father the Devil, p 
hi: Luſts will they do, he was a Liar and a Mutien 
fromthe beginning, and ſo are they; for they deſtny 
the city even the heavenly Jeruſalem and the Sanftue| { 
ry, even faith in Jeſus, to wit,:inthat: generations 

ound all the blood of the righteous from the blood o 
Abel, and fo on from generation to generation, tothe 
end of the world, this the flood of iniquity that 
works all deſolations ; for theſe ſer up the aboninain 
of deſulation in the place where it ſhould nat be , even 
Hypocriſie in the heart.of man ; -but the Covenantis 
confirmed with-theſe wary © for (Hypocrites ate 
many.) but they mubneels pretend to ſtick to they} f# 
Covenant of Grace for a week, to wit, their ſeven; 
days, to wit, all their Life ; but in the midſt of their" 
week they cauſe the Sacrifice and Oblation to ceaſe, to' 
wit, they will not give themſelves both Body, Soul 
and Spirit.in perfect {elf-denial unto the will of God, 
which ts our [anificatian;, but their Confidence is in: | 
their own wiſdom and righteauſneſs, their own-obe-' | Fer; 
djence toboth Law and Goſpel, their repentingand:| 70 
believing overſpreadMll-; and this is the great 2bo-1 | 41rd 
mination in the ſight of God, which makes all their: | 110 
Souls and Spirits deſolate in whom it is, to wit, void | fe 
of Grace, and of Chriſt, of Gods Love, and = i Natior 

; 7P | oly G 
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Difficult Texts in Daniel. 58g 
Holy Ghoſt,” till the conſummation determined be 
upon thedeſolate, to wit, till the work of 
God he upon every Soul that God hath choſen in Je- 
ſus, fot ro confound every mans work, and way, and 
widdom, that all boaſting, be taken away, and the 
Soul receiving Grace, and being renewed in Jeſus, 
may:f know 2nd acknowledge that his Salvation is 
of God, and his Deſolation is of lhymſelf. - _ 
4p. 20. Hence to the End, is Damie's laſt Viſion, 
which ſeems more apparently to fiznihe changes of 
the*Kingdoms of the earth then occurring, as the 
Ttranflator hath expoundeditin the Margin ; but be- 
fdes the Reaſons that I have given that theſe Chan- 
ces ſhould never trouble the” Servants of God, nor 
any thing pertaining tothe Miniſtry foredification 
of Souls, - but- rather on- the contrary, to buſte the 
mindsof men with impertinent Matter. © | 
:Yeſe 1. This is further to be conſidered that the 
Prophet ſaith, that the tzme appointed was long, when-. 
theſe things were ſhortly in their order coming on. 
Verſe 5. -Secondly, That Daniel only ſaw the Viſion, 
and they that were with him were frighted, 4nd fled for 


i} fear, "a hearing the voyee, but ſeeing 10 man, as It was 
| iwith PauPs Companions when Jeſus apxgeired to 


him; for theſe temporal things belong to' others as 
mich -or more than to the Servants of God ; 'but it 
belongs only to- the Servants of God to know the 
things” of God, for they are hid from all others, 
though never ſo wiſe. | $4 

Firſe 14. Thirdly, Becauſe the Angel ſairh, 7 4m 
come'to ſhew thee what ſhall come to thy People in the 
latier days ; now this Viſion thus expounded, did con-. 
cern-other Nations much 'more than the Nation of 
tie-Fews;' and thovgh ſomething befel the '7:wiſh 
Nation, yet they are not here to be — 
_ fy 
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( thy, People) for thoſe are rather ta be underſtoog 
Believers gathered out of all Natiaqns.; therefore; 
addeth, Fer the Viſion i yet for many days,  Apzi 
he faith, © hall he i the latter days;, which words, y 
all words in Scripture that ſpeak of a time to caz 
are always ſpoken of the time of Chriſt, and may 
commonly of the revealing of him in the Soulyd 
his People, thag, " his, coming in the fleſh. ©... 
Verſe, 15. FourMly, Becauſe the Angel faith, that 
the Prince of Perſia: withſtood him one and twenty days, 
but it is certain no.man can.hinder the Angels of Gai 
in performing any ſervice to his Church, it?s Satay 
only that hinders this buſineſs, whois the-God of thy 
world , the Prince. of the, Powers, of the. Air, as Pal 
faith, and he hinders this work by transforming; himy 
ſelf into the likene(s.of, an Arget. of. Light, making 
men believe that he is Chriſt, and foto reject the 
Dodtrine-of the true Miniſters of | the Goſpal, 
the Angels of Geds Churches, and. therefore.l;cop- 
clude, that by. the, Prznce. of Perſia, is. figured Satgt 
ſo transformed, which, is Antiahrilt indeed reigning 
10 the-Pope, and .in as, many cither.Papiſls, or-Protee 
ty its, 0x any Sect whatſoever, who,profeſliag Chriſt 
ict word, .do in heaxt either wholly.depend. upon theiy 
own works ang wiſdom, or. do, joyn. ſomething ell 
with Faith in-Chriſt; andtherefore Paul ſaid ,. That 
are many Amichriſts alxeady.in the world. | 
Verſe.21.. Fifthly, Becauſe he ſaigh, thas nove;ſtou, 
mith me but Michael yorr Prince, rowit, our:Lord Je 
ſus; for he alone came to deſtroy the works oftheDe- 
vil,but in the-Kingdoms of this. world he.medleth.ngþ 


Laſtly, Becaulc he faith, 7 wil [lem thee that which #; 


dec1eed 1n the Scripture. of truth ; now that Scripture 
pertgins only. to the, ſalvation of, the Soul of man, 
and ſhews the free Grace,of God, apd Jeſus on-thy 
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one hand , and the. great wickedneſs and manifold 
wpoctifies of man through the cunning degewuot. Sa-" 
i oberpead. «; | end Colt Boater 
; Apd the Decrees of God inthjs Scripture are, 
Fidſt, That he will diſcover mans great finſulneſs 
by. giyiog his haly Law. yo 22 
$ecqndly,He-will give Repeitance to wicked inan, 
by. the Miniſtry of ZobnBupri/t,theMeſlenger that goes 
tefore Jeſus, the Lond of rhe heavenly Covenant: ' 
.\Tbirdly, That he will givexedemption from death, 
fargiyeneſs of ſins, fanctification of Soul, wiſdom' to 
kngn God, and all his ways and works, juſtification 
qr acceptance in his fight, the-life of righteouſneſs 
ere, and eternal. life hexeafter by Faith in: Cliriſt- 
2ne-; 2nd he hath ſet Satan,a lying Spirit, to.trans-' 
rm himſelf. and his Miniſters into the likeneſs of 


| God, preſling the duties of his: Law ; andinto the 


likengſs of Chriſt! C who is theoply Angel-ob Light) 
preſſing Repentance,, and Faith, aud Love to God; 
which-are the free gifts of God:, and Prayer-and 
Praiſes; which: are-the: fruits or effects- of. His. fee 

ca,.and Baptifim, Communion of the Lotds:Sup-. 
pet 8nd Sabbarh-keeping, which are. the figures 'of: 
qas Life, Health, Strength and-Reft inand by Chriſt; 
#Npties of che Goſpel, and thisDectee of God to. 
ſet-Satan and his Miniſters thus to. counter-work his; 
r& Grace,-1s\for to'try us -whether we will cleave, 
tothe Lord our [God with: AlF our beart:dndalli/our 
louls; as Afofes faith'; and-that his: Servants may be. 
*«uginted with all the wiles of. Satang and know, 
beffer how to avoid-them, -as;Pard. faith; and $0'be 
Wade conformable to-our Head! and Captaing:whou 
Weremprediin lo-preat Temptatiorts,” and-for the 
Pullyizz of our Faith, and exetciſe bf : Purience, 


Us 
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us through ſo great Trials and Tcibulatioj, 
Now. as Mithacl figures Chriſt , who is then 
helper in theſe things, ſo by the King of 74 
is Satan figured out , who is the only hinderet @ 
all the Mercies of God to his Church, and wilth, 
as Paul ſaith, He that lerteth will lee till be be ti 
out of» the way; to wit, till all his working be bo 


feſted and deſtroyed by Chtiſt. -So by all theſe Rig po 


Aghting one againſt another,'is figyred the hot 4 

bloody contentions of -SeCtariſts and Hereticks we 
againſd another : what cruel wars are raiſed betwkg 
Papiſts:'and Proteſtants now, as hath -beeq hs: 
tween other Sets heretofore ? and what” Party 4 

the 'Name in any- Natiento-'\be counted the Church 
how-ceuellydotheyi murder, cor” grievouſly puniſhd 
thatare-of 'any other-Judgment, having perſwidel 
the: King-'or chief! Governonr of the'Countrey « 
Nation that they arevrhe' true worſhippers of God, 
andall ather are Heretitks,: and- fo they obtain'their 
powertoaccompliſhitheir bloody defires;- and hereby 
mamfelb that-they arent the ſervants of Chriſt; who, 
wittralÞhistrae Servants, are ſufferets as Hereticks, 
and tho'like, by-thisbfoody generation, 'w! 
Sonsof: Hypocriſie, that great Whore that makes 
the 'Rings-and Pbtentates of - the Barth Urunk whit 
the Wineof: her Fornicationy as the Divine teſtifiel! 
therefore by atttheſs Kin gs fighting ifor ſuperivtity 


in the world;:are theſe Forms of Religion fiputedthat| 


are ſtriving for fupetiority in the worſhip of God, 
whereby:they are manifeſted agair.”:that they are not 
Diſciples of 'Mktiſby. ww raught: his Dilciples thit 
they' (ould;rneither; Be: #5 the Scribes and Phariſees, 
that werecalled Rabls;:2nd choſe the chief ſeats in $y- 
nagogurt;; and the-like, inor as the Gentiles , whoſe 
greatones:had dominion over them; but if any - 
P if 
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ce to be firſt among them, or the like, he ſhould be 
the leaſt and ſervanr of all. 
' By a Woman called Bernice brought in among 
theſe, ſtrongly ſtriving for Superiority , is figured 
how ſoon women that are weak in Judgment, and 
ſtrong in Aﬀections, are ſtrongly carried inro Hy- 
pocrilie, by weakneſs of their Judgment not able to 
diſcerh berween things that differ, and by their ſtrong 
affections eagerly purſuing a ſeeming religious way, 
as Paul ſaith, that falſe Teachers crept into houſes, and 
led captive ſimple women ——ever learning, and ne- 
ver able to come to the acknewledging of the Truth. And 
whereas he faith, The rebellious Chilaren of thy People 
ſhall exalt themſelves to eſtabliſh the Covenant. 1 his 
ligfifies theſe Hypocrites that being 1gnorant of the 
righteouſneſs of God which is by faith, which is of 
the Covenant of Grace, go about to eſtabliſh their 
own righteouſneſs which is of the Law, which is of 
the Covenant of works, as Paul faith. And whereas 
he ſpeaketh of the Daughter of women, or a beautiful 
woman, its the figare of Hypocriſie , which the Di- 
 vineſets forth as a beautiful woman, and arrayed in 
&ftly apparel ; for hypocritical Religion is altogether 
beautiful in outward appearance ; for Hypocvites 
niake great ſhew of Holineſs and Zeal. 

Whereas he ſpeaks of one that ſhall exte? into the 
Pleaſant Land , which by his hand fhall be conſumed, he 
figures out Hypocrifie, which makes Religion a plea- 
fant thing ; for they will know nothing of the Croſs 
of Chriſt, but of a glorious oſtentation of their own 
godlineſs, and this pleaſing Religion he ſwzllows alt 
up, as the Divine faith, when the Dragon caſt out 4 
ſhea of Water out of his momth to drown the Woman and 
her Child, the Earth cpcned her mouth, and ſwellowed it 
'}; to wit, earthly minded men ſwallow vp all the 
R: [ fioed 
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flood of Reljgions which the Enemy, to wit, Sata 
hath deviſed by carnal minds, to deceive the people 
of God with. | | F-: 
And where he ſaith, that he ſhall turn hu face tot 
Jſles, but a Prince ſhafl cauſe his ſhame to light "at 
him ;, hereby is figured the gracious help of Ged ty 
his new Ccnverts that dwell afar off in the Iſles,whe 
Satan would lead them into hypocriſie , their Prince 
Jeſus def2nds them, and cauſes the inftrumentsd 
Satan to have ſhame of their enterprizes. - 
Azain, Where he ſaith, Both theſe Kings bats fu 
be to do miſchi-f, he ſignifieth , that Hypocritesa 
chough they contend one againſt another, their hearts 
intent is to deſtroy the People of God, as Plate an 
Herod azainft our Lord Jeſus. They talkt of deceit but 
at one Table, to wit, at the Table of the Devil, 


Paul calls falſe DoCtrines, and agree to invent miſ-| f 


chief againſt the Servants of God; therefore the 
Prophet ſaith, hi heart ſhall be againſt the holy Cave 
ant; for though the Hypocrites, are contending one 
againſt another, yet their heart is againſt God, and 
Jeſus, and all his Saints ; therefore he ſaith to them, 
Marvel nit that they hate you, for they bated me firh, 
and my Father alſo. | 

Yet farther he faith, He ſhall be grieved and fri 
againſt the Holy Covenant, and hold intelligeiice wit) 
them that forſake the holy Covenant, to wit, make ſhit- 
wrath of Faith and a good Conſcience , as Paul Calls 
it, and fo turn with dogs to their vomit , and with Sons 
to wallow in the mire: Any ſilly wretches are for him, 
(to wit, the hypocrite ) rather than the People df 
Gcd. 

So they ſh:B pollute the, Sarftuary of Strength , (0 
wit, .their holy Calling to Faith in Jeſus; and rak 
away the axily Sacrifice (to wii, oltering hel 
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dailyto the. wall;of God, and the guidance of his ho 
ly Spirit; ) and ſhall ſer up the abominable acſolation, 
towit, pling their own works and-inventions of 
| eal, as I bave faid before. 

But the people that kzow their God ſhall p#riv:1il and 
proſper ; Here he begins ,to declare how it ſhall be 
with the faithful ſervants of God, ſuch as know him, 
boy oY the Wiſdom of man, but ) by the Lord Feſud 


| ftveads the Father untothem ; fieſt he ſays they ſhall pre- 
| $4il and proſper, not againſt their enemies,*for they 


ſtrive aot againſt them, but lave them, and'pray for 
then, as the Lord hath taught then 3 bat they ſhall 
prevail with God by Faith and Prayer, and' ſhall pro- 
ſ , in Grace, growing datly in Faith and Fear -of 
od: 
 Secondly,- They that underſtand among them ſhall iis 
ftriÞ many ;, thesr hearts defore #8 that all ſhonid be ſaved, 
and therefore they take any.opportunity to ſet forth 
the freeneſs cf Gods Grace and Love to finaers, that 
they might by any means win ſome unto the Faith. But, 
Thirdly , They ſhall fall'\ by Sword, by Fire; by 
Captrvity, 4d Spoil.many days. This'iF another mer- 
cy of Cod to his People, 'that he gives them not only 
tobelieve, but alſo to ſuffer for bis Nunes ſake. And 
Yhenthey fall they ſhall obtain A. little help; to wit, by 
the help of God they ſhall not eſteem of their lives, 
but perſevere unto the end, and fuffer death or tor- 
ments patiently and chearfylly ; but ſome will faint; 
even as many as did cleave-to them feignedly, to wit, 
of their own minds, and not by the calling of God ; 
but they that underſtand the Truth ſhall ſuffer, to 
try and purge them, and make then? white, evelt 
that they may ſtand ſtedfaſt tothe end. Ws 
| Butt the King, to wit, this domineering 12s 
hub evalt and magnifie himſelf agai:iſt all that 1,008, 
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ua ſhall ſpeak, marvellous things againſt the God of Gil, | 
6 : i, 


And wnſtead of God, ke ſhall hovour Mauzzim, to nit, dren 0f | 


the God of Riches and Strength , to wit, he yl} /# 
glory that he is ſtrong and rich in faith, but his hay} #5 


ſhall be to truſt in power and riches of the worlt 
and be ſhall enter into the pleaſant Land, to wit, a ben 
tiful form of Religion ; and thereby he. ſhall overcy 
many, to turn them to Hypocriſie ; but Edom, ; 


Moab and Ammon ſhall eſcape; to wit, beirlg conven] ! 
ed to the Truth ; whereby he fignifieth that wherez 


Edom was the Poſterity of Eſau, that hated his By 
ther 7acob, and fought to kill him; and Adoabanl 
Ammon Generations that proceeded from Inceſt, ji 
they ſhall be converted, and eſcape the ſword ofthi 
Deſtroyer:: The Teſtimony of our Saviour is verih 
ed, That Harlots and Publicans ſhall enter into th 
Kirgdom of Heaven before that Generation , to wit, 
the Scribes ard Phariſees, becauſe they were Hypo 
CTIITES, 

Again he ſays, He ſhall plant the Palace of his Tu 
bernacle betwfen the ſeas in the glorious holy' Mountain, 
Here is a right ſeat of a Hypocrite fer gloryingii 
his holineſs, he thinks himſelf ſecure from danger 
on both ſides, he will neither preſume nor deſpair 
God's Mercies, he dare not truft to be ſaved by 
Gods Mercy freely, but he is ſo carefyl and diligent 
in the exerciſe of all Holineſs, that he doubts not 
but Gods Mercy will make out ; but he is deceived, 


for his portion (hall be with the fearful and unbelievers. 


The like Figure is held forth in 1ſatah, of Tyrus, th 
made her Neſt in the Clifts of the Rocks, where ſhe 
thavght her (elf ſecure , that none ſhould pull ber 
down. 

©; Cha 
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Chap. 12. Mt that time ſhall- Michael ſand up, rhe 
) 


ret Prince ( even Jeſus ) who ſtandeth fur the Chil- 


.| dmof thy People ;, andihere fhall be a tim? of trouble 


ſuch as never was ſince there began tobe a Nation ;, t5 
wit, 2 great Batrel between this Afichacl and Hy- 
pocriſie. The Dz#v:ne in the Revelation, lays it is be- 
tween Michael” and hy Anvels, and the preat Dra- 
gon and bis Angels. And Iſaiab ſays, Every Battel of 
the Warrior 1s with confuſed nayſe, and garments rowled 


| inbloud; bat this ſhall be with burning and devour- 


ingot firey for Jeſus will bzr2 up the Seat cf the Hy- 
xorite,! and ſave bis Poople for their Names are writ- 
tth in his Book. 

Here is another Argument, ard the greateſt of all, 
that all theſe Wars of the Nations are ſpoken of to 
kgure out the, Contentions among Hypocrites and 
hypocritical Forms of Religion, becauſe there is no 
end;put unto them but by the Lord Jeſuswhen he 
comesto Judg « at the laſt day ; as he command- 
ed in the Parab e of the Tares, Ler all grow toges 
ther, &c. | 

Verſe 4. Here the Prophet is commanded to ſhut 
up the Words, and ſcal the Book till the end of the time ; 
wherice it may be queried, how it is ſealed ? | The 
Divine laith with ſeven Seals, which none can open but 
the Lion of the Tribe of Fudah;, and ſeven is the 
Nhmber of Perfeftion, and ſignifies no determinate 
time, ( as | have ſhewed before )) but that it is per- 
teftly ſealed : | 

And there is a ſecond Queſtion ; wherein it 1s 
ſealed? and thar is in Parables ; for our Saviour did 
preach abundantly in Parables z and when his Diſci- 
ples asked him why ? he ſaid, beoarſe to you it is giv- 
en to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
byt to othirs in Parables, that ſceing they m:y [ e and 
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pet perceevet and bearing, they may het and no wy. 
ſtand. * Therefore all the Prophets ſpoke in Py, 
bles,. Types and Figures; for 1/4:4b was commay, 
cd to bind up the Law, «nd ſeal up the Teſtimony , 
70:0 my Diſcaples. | ; 

Athird Queſtion is, How long ſhall: it be ſealed 
Which Daz! here ſaith he heard one-ask, and aw 
ther anſwer with a great Qath to confient the truthy 
his Anſwer.; tua T ine, two Times avd an balf : th 
Time is:the time of mans living. in tuft and fol; 
the two T imes are the times! of: his--Jininigzunderth 
Adminiſtration of the Law, the finft conchuding hin 
under Curſe, Wrath, Judgment, Deathiand Hd, 
wichout any-hope ; the latter Time laying: kim unde 
Repentance-and Sorrow far: $in, but/tinder the My 
niſtry- of 70h Baptiſh;; who hath ſhewed' Jeſus th 
him, and ſo hath opened a'dvor af hope: to him that is ft 
nedts Death inthe Valley of Achor. The half Titne 
1s the Time of the Lord. Jeſus, he, Miniſtry of the 
Golpel; glad Tidings to finful Suiners, which maj 
well be called half a time, or a ſhort time; for te 
It 15 that ſhortneth the time of that grievous alllich- 
on- under. the Law, Ieft all. Fleſh ſhould fail before 
him; bleſſed and praiſed be his Name for ever. Tit 
Time and two Times are by Figure {aid to be a Thow 
ſand rwq; Hundred and ninety Days ; and the hall 
but forty hive days more ; and he that liveth to it, 18 
ſaid to bg bleſſed ; for he that receiveth that great 
Gifc of Faith in. : {hriſt, is bleſſed for ever. 
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HOSEAMA. 


His Prophet begins with Types and Figures by 
taking a Wife of Whoredom, figuring hypocri- 
tical Worthippers, who in outwand; appearance are 
like a faithful and loving Wife, bur in heart loves 0- 
thers above her Husband; and by calling his firlt 
Son 1/regl which ſignifies a (cattered people, isfigur- 
ed, that nor Iſrael, which was the Seed of Abraham 
after the fleſh, and boafWd in their pedigrees and pri- 
viledges,but they that walk in the ſt2ps of the Faith, 
4 ſcatered pcople whom God will gather 0:1t of all Nations, 
are the firſt born of God: . by alling his Daughter 
Lorubamah, which ſignifies will not viitt her, is f2ut- 
ed, that the Lord will not regard all reli zioulſnels : 
that i is, after "th = or outward appearance ; and 
_— Houſe:Mom he will ſave by ihe Lord their 
y Is feodd the ele t of God, 'who ſhall be ſaved 
wc grace through Chriſt, and not by their own 
wilom, ſtrength or righteouſneſs, And by call:ng 
his ſecond Son Logmms, which ſignihes not mine, is 
figured again, that God will notown any external 0- 
hedience, as Paul ſets forth, plaialy and fully, in de- 
ſribing the true Few, and the trac Circumciſion ; 44 
by the Children of 1/i raul, being innumerable as the ? - nds 
of the Sea, and by Fudah and Iſrael gathered together 
and appointing themſelucs one head, is fi "ured 2gAin, the 
Church of God, even al! believers who expect Salva- 
tion nor Righteouſneſs, by no other m2 40S, but only 


by faith in Jeſus. 
Co2p. 2. By appointing Amni and Ruham th whites © 


awwne, and | will vifither, © Lo which fianifies not B2- 
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ing taken away) is figured that God will returnjy 
mercy, and will receive unto him thoſe whom hehe. 
fore rejected, and when he thus viſits them, thenthey 
ſhall ceaſe from Fornications and Adulteries, toi 
from all carnal confidence in their own works or way, 
and ſhall be ſtript naked .all falſe coverings (tht 
were not of Gods Spirit) being taken away, that 
they may be like the new barn Child caſt out in 
its gore bloud (as Ezebzel holds its forth 3 and likez 
barren wilderneſs, and as Jſaiah calls it, and like, 
ary land, where no moiſture is , whereby hey ar 
parched away with thirſt,as David complains ; tha 
ſhe ſhall know that ker Chien are of Fornication, 
to wit, that all her works oF Righteouſneſs are hype- 
Critical ; and then ail that Righteouſneſs which ſte 
counted gain to her gp!, for which ſhe ſuppoſed that 
God beſtowed on her all bleſſings, both temporal as 
Corn, Wine, Oyl, &c. and ſpiritual as his Lawsand 
Ordinances, he will account to be loſs and dung, as Pay 
did, for God hath ſtopt her with T horns, to 
wit, hath ſo laid her under curſe an® judgment for 
her ſins, that ſhe can not find neither her ways.nor her 
lovers as David ſaid,its neither Corn, Wine nor Oyle, 
its the light of Gods countenanceſihe wants,its his well 
pleaſed face inJeſus.forGod hath diſcovered her lewd 
neſs and made all her mirth to ceaſe,and all her religi 
OQus exerciſe as niw Moors, Feaſts and Sabbaths, and viſt 
ted upon her all the days if Baalim, to wit, her worlhipp- 
ing many Idols, even ſuch forms of will-worſhipas ſhe 
delighted in, wherewith ſbe d:ckt her ſelf as with Eart- 
rings and Jewels and forgot the Lord; byt now he wil 
allure ber into the wilderneſs, to wit , open her eyes by 
his great love in Jeſus to ſee her ſeif to be like the bar 
ren' wilderneſs, that ſhe can do nothing that is good, 
and being therewith afflicted he will ſpeak friend 

| | | y 
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ln | lyto her, to Wit, cauſe her to receive the glad tid- 
be. | jngs of the Goſpel, and then will he give her Vine- 
bey | yards, to wit, plant her intoJeſus and make her a fruir- 
nt, | ful Vine, and give her the Vally of Athor for a door of 
ms | hype, to wit, crucihe the fleſh and mortihe the earthly 
tut | mind, that ſhe may be aſſured that. he which /aures 
hat | ber will heal her, and he that affiifts her will comfort her, 
inf} then ſhall ſhe fing pratſes to God, as lirael did whenGod 
ea] brought them out of Egypt and thorow the Red Sea, aud 
64 | q there deſtroyed all their Enemies,ard then ſhall ſhe call him 
| Jþ, towit, my loving husband, by whom I am fruits 
"*k and ſhall no more call bim Baaly, to wit, my Lord, 
n, | that reſtrains me with fear, for he will take all ſuch 
po | conftrained ſervice from her ; And then will he make 
ſie | « Covenant. for her with the wild beaſts, and fowles, and 
at | greaping things, that they ſhall ſexrulþ ker, arid ſhe ſhall not 
38 | beg. ſervant ro them thorow covetouſneſs , And he will 
nd | break the inſtruments of war , that ſhe ſhall ngt contend 
a | aymore, but love and pray for her Enmies, ſowill 
to. he give his beloved reſt; and he. will marry her'to 
or | himſelf in faithfulneſs, that, ſhe (hall be to'hjm alone 
er | forever, and in judgmentiſſthat ſhe ſhall underſtand 
le, | how much better it is to truſt in him than in Me arm 
ell | of fleſh, and in mercy pardoning ſin, and in BmpaC 
'& | fionjn healing all her backſl:dings and loving her free- 
i | I, whereby ſhe ſhall live in mutual love with him 
f- | forever. 
P- | Chap 3, Verſe 1. Here apain, the Prophet ſets forth 
he | the freeneſs of the Love of God to man, and man?s 
e- | unworthineſs, who though the Lord manifeſts his 
10 | loveto him, yet he follows whoredom, to wit, looks 
y | wneother Gads, and loves wine bottels,by which is figu- 
xr | Ted bypocrifie and Juſtfulneſs, for theſe joyn toge- 
I, | ther, for all the Hypocrites Religion is but to cover 
l | me luſtsorother. | 


Firſe 2 


Leda de ad 
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Verſe 2. By buying 4 wife, is ſet fotth ſtill thetyl 
of God to man, that when man will not come tgk$ «x: 
freely , will buy him, and by the price, fif:een yi] 
of ſilver , whereas Jefus was fold for thirty 
ſignified ,, that he gives to the Believer a 1h 
portion in the *metics of the death' and ſuffering 
Jefus: | 
Ver(e 3. Here is fignified that the Love of Gi 
Jefus, is that only which binds the ſoul of may 
love to God alone, 'and ſeparates his affeCtions ft - 5 
all other things, that he calls them Nebuſbram, fþ 
dowsof vanity, as Hezekzah call'd the worſhipingd 
the Braſen Serpent. | 
Verſe 4. Yhen-when God hath thus purchaſt if x+ir 
Soul to himſelf, he ſhall own none for King al 6h 
Prince to guide 'an® govern his Soul but the' Ev 
nor any offering that he gives to God for Relig 
but his Religion is to receive from God the Cipoff pe 
Salvation even Jeſus, and 'that his mouth be fill thee - 
with'a new ſong, even praiſe and thankſgiving toll pioy: 
God, '{o+ he ſhall have ng: Image wherein to worllilf ({&v& 
God,, hut Jeſus the ver{Mbſtance of the Fatherinti} wary 
whomus planted, and by whom the Father is revealalf (yp 
tohim;atd-in whom he is united unto God,and wor} © 
ſhips him in trith;: and he ſhall have no Ephoddll Prop 
Teraphim, to make known to him the will and couth cos, 
cels of God, for all are made known through Jeſus} whic 
for the Father hath hid all the treaſures of wiſdon| rhe 
and knowledge in him. _Jand! 
Verſe'5. Therefore all theſe things being taken#] Moti 
way ; they ſhall ſeek the Lord their God, and Jen #7 
their King, and live in the true fearof God, becif} inp j 
his goodneſs is manifeſted to them, for z# 1s their Latta] riſe 
days, to wit the revealing of Jeſus unto them andit| Ieli 
them. | 1th 
Coq4| © 
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4; Verſe 1,2. Here' the Prophet blojnis itt 
ards*to fet forth the iniquity of man, Firft, 
th, therefore they ate all Hypotrites 
in their pretended, worſhip of God, . , 
want of Mercy they art cruel oppr ſfors one's 
cher. Thirdly; For want of the kyowledge of God; 
ng, lying, killing, ſtealing, whoring abounds, 
pryes not his Grace into the hear, ig 


deftt6y; thein 


For want-of 'Frit 


Wy Den of all wickedneſs.” 

-*Feſe 3. He threatens Judgement to 
i their Lard;and deprive then of all his Fadd cea-, 
$, whereby is figured the.byitrging, of their ſouls 
| nider-Judgrent, by exalting his; Law, upotrthem'to 
q brins fuck fedr-and tercor.upon their fouls, that all 
ng all early blefliress,carnot cotnfoet them, for then are 
& whett.chicy can have hd.com- 


tures; where 


privedof them 
ifinovin? them. "x OO. 
Verſe 4.Herg he bids them not to reprave one ano- 


e lM] ther * ex thibir" eproving; 1s not (good, for they re- 


; oh 


pore the Prieſt who is ordained by his Hips to pre- 


rorfhil (ve knowiedbe;\ Even to MAKE Known the | 
eriltif watfthem! attorgibg to whit Got hath dotic for his. 
veal} {©vB" but thatdottrine they cannot endure. © 


d wot 
phod t 


"Peſe 5. But they have choſen other Prieſts and 
Pigphets ro themſelves, according to their owii fan- 


cout c6s,/ to: preach pleaſing rings, unto them , after 
| Jeſs} which their ear$itet, therefore they ſhall all fall to- 


71fdbm 


kens 
1 Teſts 
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ether, Go@ wil-in faithfulneſs deffroy then all , 
and the hypocrifie of their heats, which 1s as the 
Moths from whence they aff ſpring. | 

' Parſe 6. By Wai of knowledge, undefffand abound- 
8 in literal Kowledge, wherein the Scribes and Pha- 
meraboundee, & thereby was fit up in ſtrictneſs of 
Mipion, that they could:nat receive the knowledge 
Truth; By- forgerting rhe L ww of Ged, vu 


604 An Expoſition of the | 
ſtand, that they never received the Law as a 
verex of the ſecret wickedneſs of their heart, but v 
rule to teach them what to do and what not. 
Verſe 8. By. eating the ſins of the people, underſty{ 
the heart ſatisfied, and the mind glorying in an hyp 
crital Religion, which is the greateſt ſin and abogj 
nation in the ſighF®of God. 2 | 


Verſe 12. By asking Councel at their Stock and the 
Staffe, underſtand their own carnal underſtanding 
the Word,. Laws, Ordinances, Statutes and Juds; 
mentsþof God, for that is their Idol to worſhip, and; 
Staffe ro ſuport them. By ſpirit of Farnication ani pu 
a whoring, underſtand Hypocriſy or pleaſing Relig 
on, whereby they think they bring forth much! frai 
to wit, exerciſe always of Holineſs. and performal 
duties, byt the fleſh is not crucified, nor the mig 
mortified,; but their bead #5 full of inventions, and that 
mouths of babbling. : | 

Verſe 13. By ſacrificing ypon the tops of mauntamns,6&, 
undecſtand, Pride and high mindedneſs;;n their wa 
of Religion,by the trees whoſe (hadow is goad,underſtand 
their great delight they have in it, and the hops 
that they live in, that they ſhall be bleſſed abony 
all others, for they are never ſo ſtricken with fearto 
iay there is no hopes. By their daughters being Har 
lots and their wives Whores, underſtand that all Wo 
men ſhall learn-at them that whoriſh Religion, fot 


women are ſoon taken with it by their weakneſs it 
judgement. | 


Verſe 15. By let nat Fudah ſin, is figured the Eledl, 


of God, for Fudah worſhipping at Feruſalem, was 10 
more acceptable to God than 1/-aels worſhipping il 
the mountains of Sazaria as our Saviour ſheweth. 
By not coming to Gilgal, underſtand, uſe no form of 
Religion, though neyerx ſo like to the true worſhip 
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Godin outward appearance,and by go not to Bethaven, 
which word is uſed inſtead of Bethel, the houſe of 
wickedneſs inſtead of the-houſe of God, underſtand 
that the true worſhip of God, when it is conceived in 
mans head by his wit, and not wrought in his heart 
by Gods free Grace, is turned into abſolute wick- 
els. 

Verſe 15. By the Lord will feed them as a Lamb in a 
large place, underſtand, a promile of mercy for that is 
ſet forth by feed,and by Lamb, is figured the conver- 
ted, and by the large place is figured free Grace, 
which is extended to Jew and Gerti/e far off and 
near. 

Verſe 157 .Ephraim is joyned to Idols,lethim alone,when 
God ſends forth his Goſpel, profeſſors are found 
Idolators, but the Lord bids let them alone, for it's 
not the wit of man, but the power of God that muſt 
convert them : But more the Goſpel is preached , 
more their wickedneſs ſtinketh, as Drunkenneſs and 
Bribery. 

' Verſe 18. Till the wind bind thew up in her wings, to 
= the voice of God which Dawid ſays, # of great 
wee. 
 Virſe ig. That it makes them aſhamed of their ſacrs- 
fices, to wit, of their Religion which conſiſted in do- 
ng and giving all to pleaſe God, and not in receiving 
his Grace. 
Coap. 5. Verſe 1. Here he begins with the Prieſts, 


| 2$the Authors of all the evil as the Lord faith, The 


Leaders of my people cauſe them to erre ;, And to themis 
that word, ye have been a ſnare on Mizpah and a Net 
ſpread upon Tabor, to wit, as Nets and Snares upon 
tle Mountains do catch wild Beaſts or Fowles, ſo are 
both King and People deluded with falſe DoQtrinez 
lierefors this is a warning to both King and People 

£0 
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© avoid ſuch DoQtrine, as our Saviour warned a 
Take heed and beware of the leaven of rheScribes ant ing the C 
riſees, meaning their Dodrine. ro their 1 

Verf. 2. They have be-wprofonund to decline to flak | peace 
ter, to wit, they have ſhewed all their wit inth 
ſoul murdering doctrine, though thave been & rebulpy and to Ju 
there all, to wit,, by all mv Prophers I bave reproy them kno 
their multiplying of Sacrifices,obſerying of all myO away thei 
dinances, when their hearts were full of Hypo | 
and their bands of bloud. 


time will make ther cry with bb; 'Fhe wounils al 
arrows of the Almighty ſtick faſt in me, bir band} ©. The 
preſſeth me ſore, thea the Hypocrite and his hope weaknels 
periſh together. Secondly 
Verſe 8,9. By Blow the Trumpet, underſt 1d, preadtÞ quity : * 
the Goſpel, that Gibeah and Ramah 2nd Benjamin and The per 

all may hear, and Ephraim that is /o proud in her high God. 
Religion may {ee her ſelf deſolate; to wit, wanting} In the 
the free Grace of Go in Jeſus, to Pard6n fins 0 evil of | 
ſantifie her foul, and the Holy Ghoſt to mortifie the] hewed 1 

deeds of the fteſh, and lead her into all truth,c.ant item. 
there may be of the Tribes of 7-42! converted from'| Chap. 
Hypacriſte, to the true knowledge of God, and to uderſta 
live in his-faith and fear. W found 
: Verſe 161 
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l} Perſe 10. By removing the bound, underſtand, put- 
ing the evil day far off, and crying peace, peace 
to their ſouls when they are far from the way of 
ace. 
"Ve 12. By the Lord being to Epharim as a Moth, 
f{ cd ro Judalt as rottenneſs, underſtand, 1 will make 
al them know their Sin which as a Moth doth fret 
M away their ſtrength, and as corruption makes them 
ff to perifh. 
Verſe 13. By ſending to Aſhur and King Fareb, is © 
fizured, ſeeking help of man and not truſting in God 
Kf| alone. 
nd} Yerſe 14, 15.: Here is figured , that when Gods 
judgments are upon the Soul, no man nor means can 
if help him, Friend and Neighbours ſtand far off, Fa- 
ther and Mother forſake, and under that affliiftion 
only will they confeſs their fins and cry for mercy, 
then will they turn to him that ſmote them. | 
Chap. 6. The firſt three Verſes are of the Souls that 
return in their affliction to ſeek the Lord by Repen-. 
tance, for he hath opened a door of hope unto them, 
withat as he hath wounded them, ſo he will heal them, 
I &c. The four next are of God complaining of mans 
= weakneſs, to ſtand ſteadfaſt in the Faith of God. 
Secondly, His faithful judgments to deſtroy their ini- 
#}quity : Thirdly, declaring his true worſhip, Laſtly, 
7 L, perverſneſs of mens minds to the true worſhip of 


LE acdc 


| In the eighth and ninth Verſes is declared the 
; evil of falſe Teachers, and in the two laſt Verſes 1s 
je ou that both Iſrael and Fudah were corrupted by 
& | them, 

"'} Chap. 5. Verſe 1. By when I would have healed Tſrael, 
| inderſtand, by preaching the Goſpel, then were thev 


Ufound to be wicked. as the ſtrict Religious i" 
1 : 
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and others were all declared to be Hypocrits 
Chriſt ; By the Theif and Robber, underſtand Satany have C 
Sin, or hypocrifie and wickedneſs. By as. 
Verſe 3. By making the King and Princesglad,unk | 1; ow 
ſtand, that all rejoyced in a falſe hypocritical R&f 7; 
gui | . « \mye-P 
Verſe 4. By Adultry is always Hypocriſie figurdff qndet 
by 4 hot Oven is figured, their great zeal withaf G64 - 
knowledge. | Ent 
' Verſe 5. By making the King ſick with ftagons of nin; 0. 
is figured , making the ſoul ſinful with a plealaf ,y;ha 
doctrine ſtretching out his hands to ſcorners, is\ignilall yh,m 
his great delight in falfe Teachers, who are call ch, 
ſcorners, becauſe they ſcorn the ſimplicity of tl of the 
Goſpel. preack 
Verſe 75. By devouring their judges, underſtand, ſa bring 
the true Miniſters of the word, by which the ſecrlf mi 
iniquity of their hearts was diſcovered and judgment cg 
poured out/upon them. _ 
Verſe 8. Epharim is as a Cake on the Harth not tun merc; 
to wit, continuing in their natural ſinful conditim} fer 
unregenerate. | 166d 
Verſe g. Strangers have devoured his ſtrength, to ith heart 
Sins, which ſhould be ſtrangers to all proteſling Golf ſed by 
linefs, and he knows not that he ſins becauſe hypocn thy 'G 
ſie hides his fin and blinds his mind, that he flatten faich, 
himſelf with vain hope. cogd| 
Ferſe 11. Herethe Prophet bewailes the conditial the L 
of Ephraim, comparing, her. to a Dove, that milf him, x 
quiet creature. and pities that ſhe ſhould be deceived} . Ye 
tliat ſhe hath not a heart to underſtand that ſhe iskd their 
by falſe Teachers from truſting in the ſure Mera in orc 
of God to ſeek after and depend upon the ſtrength] neſs, 
and wiſdom of man. them 


Verſe 12: The Lord ſpreading his Net upon the Ao 
rain 


tains, | 
in, th 
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; | rain; underſtand, applying his Law to difcgver their 
tes If £1. that they be. forced to confeis thar its they that 
ana ve committed 4niquity and done hypocritically ; 
| By as their congregation hath keard ; undeiſtand, as all 
2ung | 1s own true Prophets have always preached. 

al Rt Verſe 12. Here 1s the application whercby every. 
rye; penitent Sinner applies rhe word againſt himſelf 
condemning themſelves & magnitying the mercies of . 
God unto them, and juſtifying the Heathens of 
Egypt in comparifons of themſelves , according to. 
that.of Paul, Thisis a faithfu! ſaying to be accepred of 
dl that Chriſt Feſus came imo the world to (eve ſinners of 
whom 1 am the chei felt. | 

Chap. 8. By Trumpet, ſtill undo;ſtand, preaching 
of the Goſpel , though many judge it rather the 
preaching of the Law, to aggravate their ſin, and 
F bring them to the Lord by terrors, bat its a fonl 
for- man flies from, wrathful G d, and 
165 Mountains and Hills to. hide him , but he 
ls, down before a loving God, confeſſes: and begs 
mercy. - 
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Perſe >. By an Eagle, underſtand, that.the love of 
God preached'in the Goſpel, goes ſo ſiif.ly to the. 
heart that it-make&men confeſs they have tranſgreſ- 
q {ed doth againſt Law and Goſpel, and yer ro _c1y 
my .God, we know thee, wherein firſt is a. mighty 
fath; that a ſinner dare call God kis own-God : S2- 
_ » | condly a confeſſion that they never know him, while 
ditiaf the Law was preached unto them,but now they.kno.v 
milf him, a juſt God and Saviour there is none other, _ 
eivel Verſe 3, 4 And this makes them, remember ail 
iskd} their” wickedaefs ,, this hata fr all Ceir. miſdeeds 
ers] 18 order before them, that they have caſt off all, good- 
nztj neſs, that Sar2n parſues them z that they have yielded 
| themlelves to be pied Þy rowers uf 1t.(as Kingz.an ; 
ow: > BE: P, nic? 
ram , 
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Princes) and not by God; That they have lay 
Silver and Gold more than God, that they have hy 
ſo brutiſh to change the invifible, immortal and 
wiſe God into. the likeneſs of a Calf that &- 
graſs, and to worſhip for God the work of their 
ztands. 

Verſe 5,6. That they have reccived a dodtrij 
that was nothing but vain wind, and therefore God 
righteous judgments hath overthrown them as yi 
a whirlewind. | 

Verſe 75. They h2ve had no prefit by that do(tri 
but to lead them into ſtrange fancies, and new invey 
tions of will-worſhip. 

Verſe 8. That they are even like Heathens igng - 
rant of Gcds ways, living in the world without Gd 
he can have no pleaſure in them; for they have ſouph 
for help of Aſhur. | 

Verſe g,10,11. They have loved the help of 1 
and forſaken Ged, yet God gathered them an tian 
+ feſted his love to them, which hath made themtoſ 
row, that they have forfaken ſo gracious and merd 
ful a Gcd to: chuſe other Kings and Princes, and 
follow ſuch a ſinful way of Religion. 

Verſe 12,1;. That when the Lord by his Servant 
made known to them the great things of his Lay 
even his mercy, truth and faithfulneſs, they counted 
ita ſtrange way, they would have a rule, line, aol 


precept given unto them, which obeying they un muſt 


attain Salvation ; as by offering Sacrifices, how Youl 
the Lord accept thew, why -ſhall he not moſtjuſtlys 
ſit them becauſe.of Sin, and give them into captiniy 
ro Satan, as they were to Pharaoh in Egypt, fort: 
though they builded Temples in zeal of Religion, al 
was hypocriſie, for they had not God in a!l thei 
thoughts, and they have put their _ 


Jaw! frog Cities, why may not God juſtly deſtroy them 
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Chap. g. Rejoyce O Iſrael for jey, (this ſignifies preat 


' joyorjoy of ſou])) as people, here is meant, ( Gods - 


ple:) By loving areward upon a Cor floor, is ſigni- 
Ed Religion, and riches or praiſes of men joyned 
together. ; 

Verſe 3. They will not dwvcll in the Lords Lind, bud 
Ephraim will return to Egypt; Here he alludes to 1/ra- 
2, when the Lord gave them Manna from Heaven, 
they loathed it, and would wake them a Captain, atd 
return into Egypt, thereby ſhewing that their wicked- 
neſs was alike, as all Hypocrites are; they loath to 


have falvation by the free Grace and Gift of God; 


they will have itas wages for their work, as I/racl 
had Egypr, or elſe they will not have that which God 
hath ſanftified, and wade clean ; hut they will eav un- 


than things in Afſur, they regatd not cleanneſs, but - 


thatthey haveic by the power of man. 
\ Verſe 4. Here he ſheweth that Gcd is diſpleaſed 
with all their Religion. | 

Farſ g. Then the Qyeſtion is asked, What muſt 
they do then in their time of Gods Worſhip? Agsit 
is now, if it be ſaid, Man in his Natural condition 
can do nothing well pleaſing to Ged, his Prayers and 
all his. Duties are an abomination unto him; he is 
dead in fin; then they ask the ſame Queſtion , 
what muſt men do then ? muſt they do nothing ? 


muſt they not pray, read, and hear, and wait oft 


God in his Ordinances ? whereto it may be asked, 
what! can dead men work living wotks ? or can Sin- 
vers perform tighteouſneſs ,- or pleaſe the moſt righ- 
teous God? But what doth the Lord anſwer 


them ? 
$ſ\ 3 Verſe 


* 
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Verſe 6. They fiee from d:ſtrnition, but Egyyt |y 
gether them up , and Memphis ſnall bury them. || 
_ cauſe the Lord pave them uiito the Babylonian jy 
their fins , they fled into Fgypr to ſave themlzly, | 
; As if he ſhould"ſay, What thall finners do?- 
"ſhall be deſtroyed, the Fleſh ſhall be crucified, k 
.carval wind mortified, rheir wiſdom turned to fa 
their ſtrength broken, that they may receivea te 
{piritual Lite , Light , wiſdom, Strength, and 
things in Jeſus by the Lord, 1h.:t caſts men denn 
death, a:d ſaith again, Retitrn ye Sons of min, they 
fore thovgh they flee from this deſtruttion , 
will not have-ſalvation in'this, way , but they 


.make Bricks in Eeype, and per-their living; toni} 


they will do all that God hath cominanded inhi 
"Word, that they may pleaſe God, and then. heyl 
jave them ; but his Word is ſpiritual, and he} 
Spirit, and will be. worſhipped in Spirit; butyn 
are Carnal, you can neither obey his Word, nor wes 
ſkiphim, all you fleero is Hypocriſie, and thetefore 
a greater deſtxuction ſhall come upon you. © 4 
. #erſe 5 T be, Hypocrite and hs hope ſhall perihnge 
ther ;; for your Prophets are fools, and your ſpiritud 
men mad : This is greater iniquity, therefore greatet 
is Gods wrath. ky | WW 
Verſe 2. The Watchman of Ephraim ( to' wit, tit 
true Miniſter) 45 with wy God; + The Prophet: 1 
the Snare of a'Fowler in all his ways ; to wit, tou 
all mcars ta,win'Souls; ard hatred in the Houſe of wn 
God; to Wit, he is hated of them, becauſe hede 
clares to themthe Truth, as Paul was,* by the Chur 
ches through falſe Apoſtles. 208 
Verſe 9g. Aere he ſhews their fetledneſ$ in thei 
Way. as Wine upon the Lees, that will rot be refintd; 
theretore he threatens his Judgments; for it is - 
| | W 
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wayof God tolet iniquity come to a height before 


he viſt. | 
Verſe ro. Here he ſpeaks firſt of Avraham, Iſaac, 


| Facob and. Foſepb ,, they were like moſt choice Grapes 


in the, wilderneſs ;, to wit, : moſt faithful ſervants of 
God amone heathen Infidels; then he ipeaks of their 
revolting Polterity, that turned to Idolatry notwith- 
ſanding his wonderful Mercies to them. hl 
Verſe 11. Here by Epyraim, he figures Hypocrites, 
who think they can worſhip God arighr, not conſj- 
derins (as D#vid did )) that. they are conceived 22 ſin, 
andbrought forth ininiquity, and therefore can d9 no 
gpod till they are regenerate , as our Saviour 
taught. | | 
Perſe 'i2. By Children, is figured the conceited 
righteouſneſs of Hypocrites, which ſhall uot be 


Bi] bleſſed of God; bur curſed. 


ere: This hath the fame Figure. Hence the 
pphet ſeems to petition againſt them; but the, 
Servantfef God never prays.azainit any ; for , 

{Perſe 14. *He loves and prays for' Enemies ; but : 
alltisis againſt kypocriſie and the fruiroffjt: -& 1 

. dx 15. Therefore he lays, All their wickedneſs 
11n.Gulpal, which was a place of-Worſhip, and there : 
tie uled their own inventions. ( as all Hypocrites 
do) to make an'outward ſhew of great zeal and ho- ? 
lines, when:the heart is abſolutely rebellious, even. 
aa ſtriteſt of them, whom he calleth Prixces, bur - 

els, 

Terfe 16. And therefore compares them to a Trce 
mhoſe Root is dricd uy, becauſe they are not planted 
nts Jeſus ; thexctore the Religion that they moſt de- 
lignt in, is ahom:nahie ro God. | 

(Perſe. 17. Therefore Gad will dofirey thrm, ard 
ſeatitr chem aimonft the Heatheas ;, to-wit., they Bll 

- 
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_ the ſame Judgment with them that worſhip 
ols. 

Chap. 10. Verſe 1. Here by Figures he ſhews ty 
man that is religious in his own wiſdom, aboun 
in abundant ways of holineſs ard zcal,and great ſim 
of godlineſs and devotion | 

Verſe 2. Thctr heart ts divided; this is a full deft 
ption of Hypocriſie', and the. great diſpleaſure d 
God againſt it. | Þ 5d 

Verſe 3. By having no King, is figured their hig 
eſteem of their own Religion ; where-through thy 
feared nut hut God would'govern them himſelf, the 


they needed noKing ; for that they ſhould be goul] (pi 


and.honeſt without a King and Laws. y 

Verſe 4. Here the Prophet ſhews that all this is it 
cent therefore t4e cnd of it will be bitter as now 
W072g. : "#7 

Verſe5. Here he ſheweth , that their nou 
( which he calls 1be:Calf of Aven, which is the 
of Jniquity ,-inſtc2d of the Sacrifice of Berbel \ the 
Houſe ef-God ) ſhould bring fear and grief: 


ther andhtir Priefls ( whom he calls Coemarines yid\ 


wit, Prieſts of Idols) becauſe the Glory of it 1s gom 
to wit, when. God ſtains the p: ade of all: fleſhly Glory. "| 

Ferſe 5. Then they may. preſent it ra: King Farth, 
to whom they muſt be Gaptives, to ſee if they cat 
get his Favour ;, but they will ger nothing bat ſhapth 
alltheir devices. | 

Verſe 9. For when they reject God, that heſhil 
not reign (as King, ) over them; whatever they 
vp for King is but. Fome. "1 

Verfe 8, By High I l:ces of Aven, underſtand Iſs 
pocrilſie ; for Ave ſignifies Iniquiry ;. and Hypocril 
1s the higheſt In;quity, becauſe it is againſt God: i 
Thervs and Thiſiles growing upon ih:ir Altars, uy 
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fand that their Worſhip of God is curſed; for A!- 
zarsare built for worſhip ,, and Thorns and Toiſtl.s 
growing on the Earth, was by the Curſe for Adaz's 
gin. Phe Mountains and Hills that Hypocrites call 


| ro, tofall upon them, and hide them from the wrath 


of God for Sin , are their owu high.conceited Re- 
ligion, and Zeal; and Devotion, wherein thzy think 
they excel all others. | 
Verſe 9. Here he ſignifieth that they might know 
themſelves tobe wicked, becauſe the Lord did give 
the victory to the wicked men of Gibeab, that kad 
commitred ſuch whoredom and rapine. upon the 
Prieſts Concubine, to wit, that they alſo did commir 
ſpiritual whoredom, to wit, while they exerciſed 
Religion in words, their Hearts went after Pride 
and Covetouſneſs; therefore the Lord gave them to 
deſtroction twice, tolet them know that Hypocriſie 
wasmore deteltable to him 'than any other wicked- 
ſy but it couched them nor. - 
Verſe 10. By the Lords deſire to chaſtiſe them , 1s 
meant, that hedid ir-to correct and morrtifie the:r 
Minds. By the People ſhall be gathered againſt them , 
; billerſtand, Gods People ſhall always be azpinſt Hy- 
porrites. By their two Furrows, underſtand their 
double mir. dednefs, wherein Hypocrites draw near 
toGod in words; but in heart are far from him. 
- Verſe 11. By Threſhing, underſtznd beating down 
allothers; ſo would Hypocrites do. By p.:{ir.z by 
ber. fair Neck', underſtand , diſcover all her fatr 
ſhews of Relizion to, be abſclute Hypocriſie, and 
bring her ro Judgment. By 7«dxb ſvall plow, under- 
ſtand; the true Elettof God ſhall ever be ſearching 
the ſecrets of their Hearts and Reins, that no Tni- 
uty. be there. By Jacob , underſtand the fajrit-l 
Iniſter, that ſhall by the Word diſcover unto Gods 
SL 4 Pepe 
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People the Myſtery of Iniquity in man, and theh, 


ſtery of Righteontneſs ja Jefus. that he 
Ferſe 12. Thists an exiortetion unto this Exenial jad bi 


an& to expect tharc they can neither work] rige.; from I: 
ouinels, nor obtain Mercy, but by Geds free og Jeſus, 
and Mercy. falyatl 

Verſe 13. Here ho ſhews that they have done Free fc 
clear contraty z where, by eating 1:8 frattof Thl which 
uhderſtand , they truſted to have Salyation by the. Yer, 


own righte uſnels, ard fed their Souls with yy 
hopes therein. By wulititi:de of ſt:eng men, und 
ſta::d, their trony Reaſons, and mal y ways of 
linefs; ; 
Verſe 14. Here God ſhoweth his faithful Job 
menr, thac he w.Þ wrerly deſt-oy theſe falſe hojy 
evin as ore Nation deſtroys fiber by Battel;, butth 
deſt:ucticn of Gced is.to c: vcifie the Fleſh, "and fin 
the Sonl. | | 2 
V.rſe 15. By Zethel,' which ſignifies the Hoſe 
- God, underſtand that their H: 7pocriſie ſhail bri 
this deſtruction unon them. By 4orning, underſta 


Jelus', The Morn ing-Star; for by him ſhall alta] 


rejens28King jn the Heart of man he deſtroyed, 
Chay. 11. Verſe 1. By a Ch::d , ui.derſiand his w 
tufaletiare} boin in fin; ſo char thi $1ets forth God 
fiee Love; and by Foyp!, underſtand, in captivit 
ro Saian and Sin; fo rat this fers forth G-ds.gret 
power given out for ener MIvgtiOn,  . - | 
Vir's 2. Here is the nex: Mercy of God tolp 
* ata Nos ems inem; © Wit, to rcach them his wa} 
by his Miyſters ; but here is mans wicked and: 
ceitfin} heatrt, $6g2r turns to idolatry, to wit, Hy 
Crifie, io wor{hiÞGced as an Id9!, according to whit 
he ſecs or tears, or his Heart conceiy2s, 21d not 
"Kel 95044: aftd faith in Jeſus, . 
Va 
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Perſe 3. Here he ſhews, that man underſtands not 


tht he cannot walk in the ways of God unleſs God 
kad bim by his holy Spirit; nor can favehimfelf 


t; from falling into iniquity, eq ins uphold him by 


Jeſus, who is the Arm of his power and wiſdom to 
falvation ; nor can eſcape deſtruction by Sin, .but by 
Free forgiveneſs of Sin, and ſanttifying of the Soul, 
which he calls , / | 

Verſe 4. Healing, and leading in Love, and taking 
of their bands, and fceding them. 
. Perſe 5. Here he [hews that his Redeemed ones ſhall 


Wot return anto their Natural eſtate, but they ſhall be 


Hubjetted to Satan becauſe of Hypocrifie, 
Perſe 6. And his Fudgments ſhall be upon them, be- 
raxſe they follow their on Counſe!s. 

Verſe 7. And are bent to Revell'on , though his- 
P:ophets raught them taar-ali their Happineſs was in 
his free Grace ;, yet none would believe? it, that they 
mithe exa't him, to wit, magnifie the Riches of his 
' Mercy 1n his great. Love to-man. 

. Perſe 8. Here he (hewerh that he loves them ſa ten- 


ual 'derly, that ke will not deſiÞoy them in wrath, as Ad- 


mah and Zeboim with Sodom, but will ceafe from hzs 
path, for he 3 God (to wit, abounding in Mercy ) 
and not m.21 (to wit, eaſily provektd to wrath) but the 
Juundation of all holineſs 1s 11 thy hzart ;, I will not eater 


.mtothe City, to Wit, my. Gtace and Mercy ſhall not 


be communicated to all, hut referved ro my xe- 
eemed. 
Fee 10. Here by Roarins, underſtand the ſend-. 


Jag his Word in power to convert the Gentiles, Afﬀſy- 


trans, Egyptians, to wit, ail Enemies and Haters, and 


Make them as Sparrows and D ves, meek and pati- 
| [nc eſtahliſh them in ſure Houſes, even to live 


f ihe Mercjes of God in the Faith of Jeſus. 
Verſe 
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Verſe 12. Here by Ephraim and. Iſ-ael is meanth, 
pocrites among them ; and by: F#4a, the trite $ 
vants of God. | 
Chap. 12. Verſe 1. Here, by the Wind and ki 
wind, underſtand mans own Councel, which is 
er than Wind with God; for that they do noth 
but think to pleaſe Goll with their Religiouſnely 
they pleaſe Aſnar and Egypt with Preſents. ' * {| 
Verſe 2. Here he ſheweth that God will repre 
on People wherein ſoever they truſt in their g 
ways and works. == 
Verſe 5. Though he loved Facob above his Brothaj 
the Birth ;, | | . 
Verſe 4. And gave hiw Power and Bleſſing in 
his Vifitations and Trials; and, + 0'Y 
Verſe 5. Became his Memorial, that he might bil 
noured of all men. i; 
Verſe 6. Hence he exhorts his People toſtickt] - 
Gods Mercies, and judge: themſelves as wick-d, gt 
ftill eruft in Gd. 
Verſe 75. Here is the Teſtimony of Truth concert} Fer 
ing Manand his Religion,- that he is wicked as C ciful, 
and his Religion decestfal ( as falſe balances ) and} gypt, 
only 4 Covering for his Covetouſneſs ang Oppreſſion, © 
Verſe 8. ere is the Hypocrites conceit of tute © 
elf, he thinks himſelf to.be blameleſ7, and to ourſtrp} hevit 
all others in Holineſs. 1 pr 
Harfe g. Here the Lord«ſhews him that thought] 
be his God, to'Wit; that he loves him with an unchab 
geable Love, yet he will make him dwell»m Taber 
Ps w wit, he = make him know that bo be 
ſure abiding place here, but muſt ſeek for a Oty and. 
b:ration who Founder and p31 ms b4 | 
_ Verſe 10. Here he ſhews that he hath continijalſ} - 
declared this by the Miniſtry of his Prophets aſl 
- > and Parables. "Ha 
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Vaſer11. Here he ſhews that their iniquity is in 
their way of worſhip; he eſteems no more of it than 
L ES] of furrows in the field. © 
5h Verſe 13. Here he ſhews Facob"s low condition, 
and how the Lord rais?d him and preſerved him by 
his Mercies and Servants, 
| Yerſe 14. But being grown, Ephraim provoked . 
ne of him with his pride in Religion, therefore the Lord 
r on will bring him down. 
Chap. 13. Verſe 2. Here he ſheweth how man by a 
lous holy proteſſion gets great Anthority and 
Fteem with man, but is dead as to God; and by 
this honour of man he goes on-more and more in his 
of zealous way, he ſpares no coft; yea he will be facri- 
bl} ficed, to wit, he will ſuffer death for his Religion, 
i} he kiſſes it as 1/rael did Feroboam's Calves. 
cb} - Verſe 3. Hence he ſheweth the work of God is to 
Mſ bring y to account of himſelf asWina, Dew, Chaff, 
Of Smok". | Eee. 
err Perſe 4.) Here he ſhews that ſt11] hefontinues mer- 
ciful, aftrong delivsrer, as out of the Land of E- 
on mtheir diſtreſſes, that then they have no other 
od and Saviour. 
Verſe 5, 6. He ſhews again that in their neceſſities 
ewes « preſent help, but in cher fulneſs they grem 
7} povlard forget by. 
nt} - Verſe 9, 8: Therefore he ſhews that he will break 
uy theit” proud®.beart , and” diftreſs theit- high minds, 
"j alBoabes anetorn inpreces by wild Reaſty ; 
11 Ferfe'g. Till they krow that their defiruſtian 3s of 
* | themplves,. bur theer ſalvation « of :God: + © | 
Perſe 10, 11,12. Here he ſhews.that he continues 
l the fame,” and chai char 7/2c/chuſerh ro guide and 
if govern them, faitand periſh as -Sanl-did, whom he 
feve #1 his anger, and teck, away in 1 nrath; bat n 
| | a 
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all this they fee not that.-it is for theie 6 | 1055: 

Verſe 13. Here he ſhews by ;another limilitude thy lovt! mf 
the work of God is like the ſÞrow of 4 rravailagg|, I*Þ*.© 
m4, Which man not underſtanding, ſtands aſtogy ghdew ) 


knows not'what it means, he looks for joy in way ohnre 41) 
righteouſneſs, and know; not that he muſt have ſo Vaſe, 
firſt: But he ſhews them they muſt be crucified gl #&*" 


{eſſi, ani 


mortified, all th f (i b | 
| all the power of fin muſt © deſtroyed heat 


them. | | 

Verſe.14.. But he will redeem and deliver fm 
Death and the. Grave, and triumph. viCtoriouſly ol 4 
chem in his Croſs, he will not fail, even to deſtroy 
and all the works of Satan in them, YR 

Verſe 15. And further, if his People would Wt 
proud of their Religion, as others are, the Word 
the Lord ſhill be as a drying *Eaſ!-wind, and: ſhalt 
up bis” wine and fountain of pride, and {pail all his ples but ha 
ſat Religion wherem he glories, + x; 

Chap. 14. Hgce is the glorious work of God, ty fir-jo 
mace {inful maBunder ſence of Ins Sin and Rebelling ſaxeve! 
xgainſt God, eftn by-che Word of God, that ſyat| "I 
of the Spirit, that all his righteouſneſs, the fri) ee 
his deluded mind be deſtroyed, as if Infants welt 
daſht in pjeces, .or, women with child ript up. © There 

Verſe 2. Thereby will his ear be opened,. he will bet] "1, 
the Lord calling to him to» erurn rom his own way, | — 
for they are iniquity. . And, | ; 

Verſe 35., Topray unto the Lord for pardon of fin; | ' © 
and to receive him of his own free Grace, that be. | + .. 
may.praiſe.his Name for ever.. ONT. | 

Verſe 4. And never any more to truſt in the;helpg | Crap 
| ſtrengthbof man, or to eſcape the J udgments of Gul | .- 
or to haye confidence in_his own @orks, . but to fl!s* | RO 
to him (as a'fatherle(s Child ) to find Mercy with | ©: 
him alone. | 3, | Fl 

Verſt'| + * 
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Veſt 5.' Then will the: Lord heal their rebellion, and 
ethyl (our? m freely, and ceaſe from his anger ;, Yea, | 
1 Ftrſe 6. He will make them fruitful ( as the Earth 
ob yhdew ) and their righteouſneſs ſhall be as clear as the 

wire Lly. K, 

Vaſe 7. And as firong as the Cedars of Lebanon ;, 
31 id-every Branch of it , both .mortification of the 
il effi, and  ſanctification of the ſpirit, ſhall: ſpread 
ith beauty and fragrant ſmell toallure others ; and 
fray | they that are ſo converted, =Y 
al Joſe 8..Shall receive new Life, like Cortf,- and 

ih in Jeſus the true Vine, and give a ſweet ſmell 


ul Perſe 2. Then ſhall the converted Soul fay What | 
-4#| have Lto do any-more with any thing: but the Mercy 
ly my God ? for I have not only heard his voyce, 
os hat {have ſeen his face, even his love in Jeſus, who 
| hath aid to me, 7 awthe green Fir-tree, upon me 45. thy 
"h <p his word 15 true, praiſed be his Name 
W er. 

M 'Fofſe 10. The Prophet concludes,” be that. is wiſe 
ith] rderftarras that theſe things belong not to Tſragt only, but 
i to-every Soul of Sinners throughout the . world ; 
There 13 no reſpett of perſons with God. 
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| 94-1. N this Chapter the Prophet declares large- 
d | + A 1y all ſigns of a great Dearth, whereby is 


ks | Igured the hunger-of the Soul of man for. the word 
| 4 God, which may be manifeſt , . - | | 
| Fufſt, Becauſe he faith, That a 
PS - fY 


622 An Expoſition of the 
ard the Drinh-Offering are cut off from theitit, 
Ged , for Es Artie L.A the food! 
Prieſts that waited on the Altar ard Serviceof 
which figured that all his People whom the 
ſus makes Prieſts unto their God , ſhall be 
Table, to wit, their Souls ſhall receive nor tl; 
nothing for righteouſneſs, ſalvation, or ſandtiig 
on, but only the Lord Jeſus , who is the bread 


came down from keaven, and gives life to the warld, lt} 


that life is the light of men, and whoſoever beleves ink 
are the Sons of Gad, and be # the Lord qur ny 
ouſueſe ;, yea he is ordained of God to' be all thy 
tous; therefore if qur Souls feed not on him, | 


are as men famiſhed; which ourSaviour hgaight ;0.58: 
the Prodigal, who cries out, / have ſinedyhal aan: 


ſinned; when a Famine is upon men of temporal wy 


fre; 
f 
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the 7 
wir, Þ 
Conc 


elf, t 
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_ for the Body, they cry not out of fin, but cwſerh ate” 
K#nz8 and their Gods, 2s It 18 Written. ii] hal h 


Secondly, Becauſe he ſaith, The fire bath de 
ed the paſttres of the wilderneſs, and the natural ey 
of man (which can do nothing but commit ſq 
ſeeds only on earthly and carnal delights) is 
monly compared to a barren wilderneſs ; and yl | 
the Judgments of Godare upon his Soul, thenk 
carnal delights will be gone , as the Prodigal'sdelf 
to harlots, and feeding of ſwine, and all were No 
when fin became a burden to him : This is that wid 
makes men cry Alas, the day of the Lord is at handy 
Comes as deſtruttion from the Almighty. | 

Chap. 2+ In this Chapter the Prophet firſt thre 
ens the Sword, a great and terrible Wav , that ſhall ® 
firoy and make all deſolate; whereby is figured 
Battel of the Lord, whereof 7/aieb-ſaith, EveryW 
tel of the Warrior is with confuſed noiſe , and garm®! 
ro//edin blood : But , Fol 
| [1 
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Verſe 2. This ſhall be w.th burrang and flames of 
fre; this Battel is by the word of 1ruth, which is 


i the ſword of the Spirit, and comes upon man when 


God exrols the Law, and makes it honourable , 
and applies Agme:nt to the Line, and righteouſneſs to 
the Plea, and ſweeps away the refuge of Les: to 
wit, brings guilt upon mans Soul, and awakens his 


bq Gultjeie to be as a thouſand witneſſes againſt him- 
» If, tha 
there is 10 peace to the wicked; for when they flat- 


then he is diſcovered to be wicked, and 


rchemfelves with vain hopes, and cry peace, peace 
by xir Souls, then wa and ſndden defratts cal apes 
m ſuddenly as Travail upon a woman with child. And 
& this ſpiritual Battel is here figured, is plainly 
mifeſted, for that he ſaith, | 

Verſe 10. The Earth ſhall tremble , the Heavens (hall 


i ſhake, the Sun and Moon ſhall be dark, , and the Stars 
ii} ſhalt ceaſe ſhining ;, for theſe things are not done by 
a"! any. temporal Battel , but this Battel of the Lord 


*#1 nakes the earthly mind of man to tremble, ſo that 


* the heavens ſeem to ſhake the Sword of Divine Ju- 
x ſfice over his head, the light of the Sun, Moon, and 


Stars yield no light to his dark mind, the increaſe of 


| the Earth, as Corn, Wine and Oy], will nothing a- 


j] bim, the light of the Sun, Moon'and Stars will 
not comfort him; it*s the light of God's counte 


4 nance he wants. In the midſt of all the Earth's plen- 


ty his Soul is hunger-ſtarved, he dwells in a Land of 
drought, where no moyſture is, the brightneſs of the 
Sua at noon, brings darkneſs upon him, witneſſing 
the darkneſs of his mind, that hath deſired, delight- 
ed in, and loved the Creature more than:the Crea- 
tor, who is God bleſſed for ever. 

Vrſe 11. By the Lords Hof, underſtand the Lord 
Jeſus and all his holy Angels, even the — 
[4 
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the T ruth, the Angels of 'the Churches, the Conk 
ence, that is as a thouſand witneſſes, -the day wy 
night that keep their changeable courſe by the &@ 
mand of God, rhemlelyes can donothing, the; wj 
of the earth that go down into the earth in Wink 
and all their glory 'and beauty obſcured, and*hig 
forth im the Spring with an increaſe of glory & 


beauty-;--and all at God?s appointment. - Likew} ** 


Summer and Winter, and all other interchanges 
heat and cold, the Seas with their ebbings and flog, 
the Thunder , and all the fiery Vapors cf, the $, 


the Rainbow, and 2l} glorious teſtimonies of Got FY 


wondrotis Power , all terrible Apparitions on 
Earth or in the Skies;*all theſe are witneſſes of Gi 
great Power, and mans and all Creatures Nothil 
neſs in compariſon of him, and therefore app 
againſt man, that either glories in the'work of hy 
own hand, or ſceks after, or- honours ary thing hy 
God in-heayen of on earth. HP * 
Verſe 12. He begins to lay open the'effect of thy 
Battel'of God, to bring them' to a true and unfeipy, 
ed Repentance, wherein' by cxhortation to. it, ut 
derſtand, that it js not any thing that, man can ds; 
for he-fays ,. Rent your hearts, which no,man cands; 
for all the' preparations 'of the heart are fromthe 
Lord ; therefore' by exhortations he manifeſts hot 

the Lord doth work in his People. , 
"Verſe 18. Here he ſhews ſtill how the Lord fro- 
ceeds, even to preach the Goſpel, thoſe glad Th 
dings tothe repentivg ſinner ; where by tempor 
bleſfings\ always underſtand ſpiritual, to wit, Pardal 
of Sin'; Sanctification of the Soul, Love of God, 
Rejoycing in Jeſus, Hunger after Righteouſneſs, ti 
Guidance of the holy Ghoſt; By Enemies , under 
ſtand Satan, the World and the Fleſh ;, by Yiltoh 
gnderſtars 
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underfland the crucifying of. the Fleſh, the mortjfying 
of the carnal Mind, preſeryation from Satans temp- 
tations, conqueſt over Hell and Death; theſe. things 
pelong to a Chriſtian, not worlds Riches, Peace and 
Plenty ; for they that will live godly 4n Coraſt Feſus ſhall 
MM ffer perſecution ;, and that thele things are hereby fi» 
"T4 gured, is plainly manifeſt, hy that he faith, - 
A Yerſe23. Be glad O ye Ciilaren of Zion, and re- 
a”. | jojce in the Lord your God, for he bath given you the 
rain of Righteouſneſs. | | 
'Ferſe'26. And lo goes on declaring all the Com- 
= forts and Bleflings of God to a Chriſtian Soul z 
I i by Dreams and Viſions , is figured the perfect 


wedge of Chriſt, the operations of free Grace, 
and fruits of the Spirit, the gocdneſs, mercy and 
lore of God, the life of Faith, and its working by 
Love, &c. wherein it is given to true Chriſtians to 
be meditating night and day. = 
For the goth. and 31th. Verſes, is the ſame to be 
nagerſtood as in the roth. Verſe. | 
Perſe 32. By Call on the Name of the Lord ; 
underſtand , believe in him; for whatever mart 
ks believing, he ſhall receive 5, no man can call upon 
1 God, but he that believes in gim; for others know hins 
hl, 4s Pal witneſſeth. | 
| By Mount Zion, underſtand always ,God's free 
Grace. By Feruſalew, underſtand the Ele of God 
Im Ifradl. By Who the Lord ſhall call, underſtand 
iy the Conyerts of the Gentiles. | 
Chap. 3. By Iſra«l"s Captivity unto cther Nations, 1s 
hgured their Captivity to Satan & Sin, all the Luſts'of 
te the Fleſh, and Vanities and Follies of the earthly mind. 
; BY givt,g them vittory over their enemies, is figured 
, Mortification of fin, and Victory over Satans Temp- 
| ations z therefore he calls it che ley of threſbing. 
LY: B 
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By 1/raePs multitade, is figured all the operations 
Grace, and fruits of the Spirit, that teach to 

allnngodlinz[s, and mortifie-every ſin. Therefory 
thoſe aays and that time, is meant when Jeſus is rex. 
cd in the Soul ; for then there is victory given (xl C 
all theſe enemies, as in Paul ; when Chriſt was rem. 
ed in him, all his raging madneſs in perſeenti 
Chriſt and all his Servants was gone, and all his Py 
riſaical righteouſneſs was as filthy as dung; th 
things held his Soul priſoner in fin, under car 
wiſdom and ſhew of Religion, and pa holy Ze 
as under gates of braſs and bars of iron; theſey 
the Coors that Chriſt breaks open to ſet Tr 


at liberty. Theſe are the everlaſting gates 'and UW 
that are lift up, and Chriſt is the King of Glory 
comes in z thereby is the heavenly 7eru/alem holym 
no ſtranger goes through her , and Gods Mountaiy, 
even his free Grace, and great Love to man dQ 
down wine; and Gods Hills, even his Goodneſs 
Truth, flow with Milk, even with tender co 
fion to nouriſh his Babe-like Converts, and all 
Rivers of 7udah ( even'the meditations of true 
lievers ) run with water, even to waſh and c 
out every filthy ſpot , gnd a Fountain -out of tk 
Lords Houſe, even the cries of a broken and 
trite heart waters the. Vally of Shittizs, to wit, brit 
down the pride of the vain-glorious mind. "Tis 
ſhall Egypt and Edom ( to wit , the Oppreſſors al 
Haters of God's People )) be 'wafte , and a drut 
wilderneſs for ever. 


AM 0 
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AMOS. 


Chap. 1. Ere rs ſhewed that Gcd ſeeth not as man 
Verſe 1. ſeeth, nor chuſeth as he chuſeth ; for 
man will chuſe only learned men to the Miniſtry of 
the Word, but God chuſeth Learned, as 7oſes, and 
Noble, as 1/aiah, of the Royal Blood ; and ignoble, 
35 this Awos,a poor herdſman;& unlearned,as Peter & 
Janezang makes them mighty in DoCtrine,that they 
may teach not what they have learnt of men, but what 

hey have received of God ; as our Saviour ſaid , 

ly ye bave- received, freely give; and if men have 
rning, he cauſes them to lay it aſide in the Mi- 
niſtry, as Pant; I came not to you tn humane wiſdom or 
eloquence of Spcech, no nit #n the words that humane 
w1/dow 1wvented, but in demonſtration and peer of the 
Itty: And again, Wheat I have received of the Lord 

Teſws Chrift,, that I ſhew unto you. 

- Ferſt2, By the Lords Roariyg, underſtand the giv= 
ingqut of his Law ia power upon the Heart of man 
todiſcover all his fin, and bring him under guilt and 
wrath of God. By Dwelling place of Shepherds, nn- 
derſtand mans feeding on vain hopes of Peace by his 
omn righteouſneſs. By Top of Carmel, undetitand 
Pride of mind in his own conceited Holineſs, | 

Verſe 3, By three Tranſgreſſions and fokr , under- 
ſtand fulneſs of iniquity; for three and four are ſe- 
ven, which is uſed fox perfe:tion , and not for ahy 
determinate Number, as I have ſhewed before; and 
It ſheweth firſt che growth of Sin, that though it be 

{mall at firſt,. it ceafeth not till it come to a fulneſs. 
Secondly, The long ſufferance of Gog towards fin- - 
hers, that often warneth them of his Judgments, 

. TER and 


628 An Expoſition of the 
and waiteth for their Repentance , and-exerty| \erſt 
not his wrath till their iniquity be full, as he 
not the Land of Cnaar to Iſrael till the iniquing 
the Amcrites was full. By all the wickedneſs of theky, | yith 
thens, he ſheweth whar great and vile iniquitfes&&| ,, a 
natural man that is not regenerate cornmitterhz@Wll 4,y 
by threatuing, Fudgments againſt them, he ſheweththy 
noke ſhall elcape puniſhment for his ſin by ignorang thei 
of God; for God hath not left them withouttcſ;Þ fre 
. monies in his creatures, as Pavid faith ; The Buf the 
 vens aeclare the glory of God, &c, And by his Proj; 
dence, as Paul faith, ſending ſhowers of Rain, al 
giving us fruitful ſeaſons, filling our hearts Withuj 
Therefore every man is inexcuſable that he worl 
him not as Gcd, but his fooliſh mind is darkned.””} a 
 Chap.2. Verſe 4. By caſting away the Law of the Loi] thi 
underſtand the firſt Command ; to have no other Git} to 
but him, for this implies all the reſt of the firſt Tv| k; 

ble; for then man muſt make no Image ; for an ing 
1s buta vain ſhadow, but God is the real beidg, lik} tc 
and power of all things, and in all things; andir} p 
muſt not take Gods Name in vain, for he muſt wot} ,C 
ſhip him as God, to wit, good, gracious and: me} d 
0 
n 
c 
] 
| 


ciful, from whom every, good ability of body and 
ſcul, every upright deed, and every good inclinatid 
of his. mind do flow, and by whom all goodneſs if 
'the Creature for mans benefit, are ordained ; and 
laſtly, he muſt ceaſe from his own works, and doth 
works of God, which is the keeping of the Sabbatl, 
and the fujfiling of all theſe is Love; for onlyIt 
doth theſe things that loves God with his own heal 
By keeping his Commandments, underſtand all the 
cond 1 able,, which is alſo obeyed by Love; for - 
iy he which ves every man as himſelf, honoursh 
Superiors, and is merciful to the poor, and harmeti 
. po1e 
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none in thought, word or deed. By their Lage, un- 
derſtand their thoughts or hopes that they can per- 


2 formtheſe things , all orany of them, by their own 


widom or power, or care, or diligence, for that is 
without Chriſt, the promiſed Sced, for he z the pow- 
er and Wiſdom of God to ffalviti:n to all, both Few and 


Wh Gommle, Profeſſor and Pr ophane. 


*Ferſe 8. This ſhews how they worſhip God while 


A their hearts are not cleanſed from iniquity ; there- 
| fore while they are unjuſt and vnmerciful to men, 


thev cannot be good in the ſight of God. 
© By drink. the Wine of the condenmed, is figured de- 
zehting in ſucha Form of Religion as is condemned 


| inthe Word of God; for by Wize is figured the de- 


lightfulneſs,. and in their thoughts the profirableneſs 
and fruitfulneſs of it ; and by drinking, is figured 
their free receiving of it, and therefore they are faid 
to be drink,” but not with wine ;, for this is called Wine 
figuratively. 

Verſe 12. And this is the Wine which they are ſaid 
to give the Nazarites. And by commanding the P:0- 
pnets not to propheſic, is meant, not to preach 


*| ;Chtiſt, or that man cannot work righteouſneſs, or 


doanv thing acceptable to God by his own wiſdom 
or power ;. for that 1s preaching Chriſt -and *Self-de- 
nal; therefore the Church is brought in by 1/azah, 
denying their own righteouſneſs, and teſtifying, 
He hath wrought all our work inus;, this He is Chriſt; 
for all Prophecy is of him, and fulfilled in him, and 
therefore no more mentioned after he came inthe 


' fleſh; not that it ceaſeth, but that it is hencefarth 


called Preaching the Goſpel, or Preaching Chriſt 

and his Croſs to all. 
Verſe 14. By all theſe failings of mans power, un- 
ferſtand a convittion of the Soul and Conſcience, 
'' £4 that 
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that heis able to do nothing that is good, rightegn 
or well-pleaſing in the fight of God, and fo to ſtand 
naked, hungry and thirity , crying to God. 

Chap. 3. Verſe 3. Here he ſhews that man cant 
walk inthe ways of God until God hath reconcild 
him to himſelf by Chriſt ; for man carnor ſerve ty 
HAafters,, as our Saviour teacheth:; if he love th | 
world, the love of God canmt bein bun. , 

Ferſe 4. By a Lion roaring is figured God, by his 
Prophets or true Miniſters preaching the Word pom: 
erfully., whereby man is taken, to wit, convinced 


'To be a ſinner ; ſo that he falls down humbly before | ® 


God, and acknowledgeth thar God is in ſuch Mint 
ſters indeed. =. | 
Verſe 5,6. By theſe Parables is figured the efhicaty 
of the Word of God in his Servants , when itis 
reached. faithfully, to wit, not made Precepts, 
ules and Leſſons to guide mens words atid actions, 
but a diſcoverer of Sins, aſearcher and trier of the 
heart and reins, that every man may be braupht to 
confeſſion of his fins and ſinful nature, and uttgrh 
to ſtand confounded, that he ſee no way or means of 
help. This is the evil that none doth in a City but 
God himſelf even go force every Soul to cry out, Lai 
a Maſs of ſin , as David did. | 
Verſe g. By Afhdod and Egypt, underſtand Sinners 
or menin their ratural eſtate, living without Godin 
the world. | 
By Mountains of Samaria, underſtand men in 4 
profeſſion of Religion, lifted up in their minds asth 
only Pcople of God. 
. Verſe 11. By Adverſary, is figured the Law 
Hand-writing of Ordinances that is againſt us ; Ir 
when Ged. ſends it upon mans ſoul in his powel, 


. Fen appears ſtrength of Sin, and all mans ſtrength 
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ad glory is foyled, as Pau! ſaith, When the Comm 1nd. 
wit came, fin reviged, and I dicd. 

Verſe 12, Here is figured the Lords deliverance of 
tis Elect out of captivity to Satan aud Sin, as a prey 
out of the Lions mouth, although they lie in ſecurity 
their fin as in a corner of a Bed, or a Couch. 

i Ferſe 14. By viſur the Tranſs re ſſtons of Iſrael, un- 
ferſtznd diſcover all their fins ; and by vs: the Altar 
ef Bethel , underſtand diſcover their hypocriſie, or 
the unrighteouſneſs of their holy things, as the Pro- 
phet calls it. By breaking the horns of the Altars, 


| anderſtand pulling down the high thoughts of man 
| raiſed by bis own righteouſneſs. 


Ferſe 15. By the Lords ſmiting and conſuming ill the 
bayſes, underſtand all rhe ways wherein man ſits in ſe- 
curity , an promiſeth peace tp his Soul, though he 
te far from the way of peace; as by rhe winter-houſe, 
bis ſecurity from the ſtarving in fin ; 'by the Suwmer- 
boyſe, his ſecurity from the burning wrath of God 
by the houſes of Ivory, his ſecurity by the conceited 
purity of his Religion ; and theſe are called Houſes, 
beguſe men have found out many inventions, to wit, 
new Forms of Religion, which they account pure as 
the white Ivory ; and by great hoxſes , his ſecurity 
under the great Mercies of God, which they take 
fot from the freeneſs of his Grace in pardoning all 
their fins, and ſanctifying their Sou!s by Chriſt, for 
then they were ſafe ; but they take the greatneſs of 
his Mercy for acceptance ' of their Holineſs, and 
fal, and Devotion * and good Endeavours , and 
berein are they deceived; for if any thing of mans 
could be accepted , Chriſt had never died; there- 
fore he faich,, Thy Afoney periſn and thy Coyn , thy 
Renſuw will I pay wy ſelf. 
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632 _ © An Expoſition of the © 
Chap. 4. By Kine of Baſax, is figured. men my 


delighted in their way of Religion, as Kinearedg | 


lighted in a fat paſture; by being in the Mountayy 
of Samaria, 18 ſigured that their Religion is invay 
ed by man, as 7eroboam?s Calves were, which 


worſhipped in their Mountains. By oppre/ſing the.piy, | iiyire 


&c. 18 lignified, that though they profels the "y jevrv 


ſhip of- Gods they have no goodnels in them towany 
man. Þy ſaying to their Maſters, Bring, and let.» 
drink. is tgured their conſent to the inventersg| 
that Form of Religion, and their delight therein; 
as Drunkards in their drunken fellowſhip. 

Verſe 2. This is a Prophecy of Chriſt, as all as 
that ſpeak of time to come and for the certaiſty 
of it, he faith, the Lord hath ſworn ut, and the es 
cacy bf it 1s to take them away, and their Poſterity, 
to wit, to deprive them of all comfort as men hurried 
away with thorns, 'and- deſtroy all. their fins, which 
ate the brcod of a ſinful mind. | 4 


Verſe 3. And ye ſhall go cut at the Breaches ; when 


the Lord makes a breach between Sin and the Souk | 


when he diſanuls mans Covenant with Hell and 

eath, then man g2es out, even caſts: himſelf out of 
the Palace, 'though he thought himſelf as ſecure ard 
' glorious' as a King in his Palace, he is in haſte to bs 


gone out'of 1t, 'as Paxd counted that loſs and dungy 
whici before He counted gain. = 

Verſe'q, 5. Here he ſhews how they delightedin 
their religious way, In obſerving «ll things commandcd, 
yea; in, muitplying Sacrifices, and inventing new ways if 
Holineſs, but all was tranfzrefſion in the ſight of God, 

Verſe 6. By Cleanneſs of tecth, and ſcarceneſs of 
Þ$read,. is figured a ſence of want in the Soul , which 
yet turns not to God, but either to increaſe D2vs 
tion, or ro ſome other form of Religion, or to iome 
more zcalous Preacher. Vaſ 


— 
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_Ferſe 7, 8. By Rain, underſtand the true Miniſtry 
ethe Goſpel, which only makes fruitful, and which 
& Lord gives in few places, even where he hath a 
Yople- to cull out, for there is an cffeCtual door 0- 
fed to'the Miniſter, as'to Paul in, Maredomta, and 
prevails in his EleCt, bur the reſt wither away, ' for. 


4 


joy Winer not unto the Lord, but cither oppoſe it, og 


n-the Grace of God into waitonnels. 

Worſe 9. By the blaſlings of God upon the f uits of 
trearth, is figured the diſcovery of all they Religi- 
aus ations and zealous ways, that they are not from 
the Lordy and'therefore they ſhall not proſper, yet 
they turn not unto tlic Lord, tlicy ſay not yet, zkere 


bore,” but by more cerefulneſs and diligence they 


hope to pleaſe God. 


Verſe 16. By Peſiilence, underſtand infection of 
me:another. with their hypocrific, as the Phariſees 


| ade Proſelytes. © By ſaying their young: men with the 


frord, underſtand the Word of Truth,, which is the 
mord- of the Spirit , prevailing with ſore yoyups 


ten,” even ſuch as he hath weaned irom the Tedts, 


evet from all that js nouriſhment to corrupt- Na- 
rare, and hath made them Babes in Chriſt, and re- 
led his hidden things untothem, that by them he 
might ſtop the mouth of the Enemy. * By Horſes , 
wderſtand their ffrenpth in Battel, to wit, Their 
Arguments whereby they fought againlt .the free 
Grace of God ; :2ad their ſwiftneſs ro fl:eaway and 
eſcape the righteous Judgments of- God; for whe 
they tee upon ſwift beaſts , their purſuers ſhall be 
ſmfter. By the ſtink, of their Tents comrg up into 


ter Noſtrils, underſtand a great diſlike of their way 
of Religion, wherein they thonght to abide all their 
Ike, 2s men that live in Tents; yet for all this, they 
urn .not unto the Lord, chey ſoy. not yet, i hers 
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not a Lie in my right hand ? but ſtill hope to' find 
the fruit of their labours, even to be ſaved by may 
ſtriftneſs in their way. 
Perſe 11. By overthrowing them as Sodom ,and 6 
morrah,. underſtand, exalting the fiery Law of A, 
ſes upon them to diſcover Sin, and lay them andal 
- their works under Curſe and the burning wrath. 
God, ſo that none could be faved but ſuchasw 
pluckt out of the fire by God's free Grace in Jef 
yet they turned not unto him as loſt and undone f 


ut they hoped to lay hold on that Grace of Godly | vis 
faith, not of his gift, but their own Reaſon leadin | the 


to it. 
Verſe 12, 13. Here ſhe ſheweth that, the Lord gil 


do theſe things: unto mens ſouls, and exhorts then doo 


to humble themſelves under the hand of God, to be 
ſubject co his work, and receive his word with mett- 
neſs of ſpigit, that they may be made a new creatur 
in Chriſt Jeſus, conſidering his abſolute power in 
thg.creatures,and that he knows the thoughts of man, 
ap. 5-V. 1,2. The Prophet calls I/rael to mourt- 
ing, as he mourns for them ; for ſo doth every true 
Miniſter of the Word ; he is much afflited that 
there are ſo few that receive the Word, andin all 
afflictions of Believers, he ſympathizeth with them 
as Paul did with his converted Churches. 
Verſe 3. Here he ſignifies how few the word of 
Truth prevails with to turn their hearts to truſt in 
God's free Grace. 
Verſe 4,5. Here the Lord dire&s them to ſeek 
him in his Mercies in Chriſt, and not in their ways 
of Religion; for all thoſe ways will come to novglit, 
and they that truſt in them will be confounded. 
Verſe 8. By turning the ſhadow of death inta the mar- 
xing, underſtand, making men that were daxknels 
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ep] gildren of light. By making the day dark. « night, 
[0 


wderſtand Jeſus coming to Judgment, that they tha 

ſe, may become blind. By calling the waters of 7be 
$24, 81d powring them upon the-open earth, underſtand 
icoveriog that raging flood of iniquity that lies 
id iv the heatt of man, that man may know that he 
| in Lord, as the woman of Sqamaria knew that Je- 
Tus was the Chriſt, when he diſcovered all her whore- 


" Verſeg. By firengthning the Deſtroyer againſt the 
piebty, underſtand dies the Lord ſear foe the 
theworks of the Devil; for the Devil is mighty to 
- 4 the heart of man; and Jeſus is God's;Elect, 
*Wom be upkoldeth. 

© By the Deſtroyer coming againſs the Fortreſs, under- 
ſtand Jeſus deſtroying all that fortified man' in 
$in. 

Yerſe 10. Nere he lays down mans hatred of the 

true Miniſter, becauſe he reproveth all hypocrifie in 
| bk” 
"Ferſe 11. He ſheweth how they enrich themſelves 
byoppreflion af the poor. By building houfes of bewen 
Ste, and plantivg pleaſant vineyards, 1s figured ſerling 
themſelves in a Rs wiſe , Religion pleaſant tq- 
mans Reaſon ; but they ſhall figd no benefic nor com- 
.ort thereby ; 

Verſe 12, 13. Becauſe it is deceitful, it makes them 
not merciful as God -is merciful , therefore God 
hath charged his prudent Miniſters to let the wicked 
te wicked ſtill. © | 

Verſe 14,15. He admoniſheth them to doas they 
| rs obey the Law which they glory in, then 
ball they find mercy with the Lord. 

Verſe 16, Hete he ſheweth the power of the word 
20d work of God is not to ſer men on in ſtrife who 
h cal 


636 In.Expolitidn of the 
can be moſt holy, but to bring every one to maur. 
ing.under ſence of his ſinfulneſs, that all mayo 
upor Jeſus whom "they have pierced, to wit, thy 
their fits were fo great , that they could be exp | 
ted by to means but by the blood of Jeſus ; nd, 
they may moutn every Tribe and Hauſe, and every \ 
apart, tO wit, 1n the ſecret of his Soul, where now | feat 
Reth but God ; for what he ſeeth in ſecret, het 
watdeth openly. Cd 

Verſe 11. By Vines, underſtand the Elect of Gi 
that are planted in Jeſus, that true Vine ; they all} j 
ſhall mourn for their failings. : 7 * 

Verſe 18. Here he ſets forth the coming of Jelwl} G 
which' the Fews profeſt- to'deſire'greatly ; for th] 

they expected they ſhould be declared"to be the Pk | W 
ple'of God only , and all other caſt out; for bee] pre 
he ſhews it ſhall be'clear contrary; for many ſwl| A 
come from the furtheſt coaſts of the earth, and enjoyth 
Kingdom of heaven with their. Fathers, but they ſhalt 
eaſt out; for'it ſhall declare them to bedarknelſs.. '':| wi 

a#Zerſe 19. And if they will flee from the Lindy at 
from # Lion or a Rear ready to tear them' th pieces becaule 
of their ſin, aud'go into the Houſe" of God to worſh 

him,” and lean upon the wall, to wit, profeſs Faith 

Chriit, Satan, that old Serpent will delude the 

to.expect peace thereby,” but Jeſus hath no houſe nor] 7 

pillow to lay his head on , neither came he to ſend] the 

peace on earth, but a ſword and fire, 

Perſe 21, 22, 23. Here he ſhews that the Lot] 
hates all the Religion of : man that is not regenerath, |! 
' though never ſo zealous and holy in outward appet: 
ance, and pleaſant toall the wiſdom of man. *' 

_ Verſe 24. Here he ſhews what true Religions, {0 
wit, that by the Law every Soul lies under the judp- | 
ment of God, becauſe of his fins, and by Bl 
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thiſt true righteouſneſs enters in/and cleanſes every 
@l., as a mighty River waſhes the ſtreets. 

"Yerſe 25: Here he ſhews that though they exer- 
ded Religion, it was in the wilderneſs, towit, in 
ir natural and tanregenerate eſtate, where their 


eps were like a wilderneſs, a neſt of unclean 
a den of' filthy beaſts ;- therefore, | 4 


erſe26. Their. Religion was but Idolatry, a ' 
prſhipping of Images for their God and King ;, the liv- 
w God did not rule and goyern them ; therefore, 


'1"Yeſe 27. He will make them know that they are 


tives to Satan and Sin. 
"hap. 6: Yerſe 1. Here the Prophet proceeds to 
ſand out the Judgments of God 2gainſt them that 
profes a Religion whereby they are at eaſe ; for by 
Zn ſtill is the Church figured, and by Mountains of 
Senaria is Idolatry ſignified ; ſothat they profeſs to 
feof the Church of God, but they truſted in Idols, 
Heathens worſhipped at firſt, and Jſrael learn- 
"Verſe 2. He ſhews them great Cities that were'de- 
ſttgzed for their iniquity, and thatthey were no bet- 
| Nan they ; and therefore muſt alfo be de- 
e 2 
Ferſez. Although they put far the evil day, yet 
$f am wickedneſs which muſt not go unpu- 
Verſe 4, 53:6. Here he lays out the condition of 
'{hmen, whereby is figured mans ſetled mind in a 
ſtming glorious way- of Religion, which he ſigni- 
lesto be wicked, and not of God. becauſe none. of 
tem was ſerry for the afſiiition of Foſeph, to wit, none 
Wows what ic is to ſuffer as a Chriſtian, without any 
i: Cauſe, only by the enmity of the Seed of the 
'pefit aZeinſt the Seed of the Woman. 
| Verſe 


I | 
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Verſe 5. Here he threatens in the Name of tt 
Lord that their Viſitation is at hand ; which theuph i 
be given forth as a Threatning, yet it is-a grit 
Bleſling ; for happy are they whom the Lord chaſpiji 
for they are Children whom he loveth. ; 

Verſe 1. Here he ſheweth howrTeſolute the Lay 
is, ſo that he confirms it with an Qath, that he ha 
Jacobs Excellency and bis Palaces, though he loves 
cob ;, therefgre will he deſtroy the City and allthati 
in jt, for he will have Facob, to wit, his beloved ong 
to have no certain abiding place in this world, buf wit, - 
Seek for a City whoſe Founder and Builger 1s Gad- Thewl have: 
fore if any have a houſe of- their own, to wit, mf Ch 
certain abiding place in this world, though thareh or eve 
renof them all joyn'd togetherin ſuch ſociety, thy] ment 
ſhallall die; to wit, all their confidence in that wy] man 


fhal}- be diſſolved, | "| obedi 
Verſe 10. And bu ' Unkle fhall take him uy. Fawx| hypo, 
Unkle was /fkmer!, the Son of the Bond-womn, al} Ws 7: 


out of the houſe of Abraham, for that he ſhoulda 4 
no itherizance with 7/azc ; therefore here is ſigninqay Whethe 
that the naturabMan hath more care. and pity to Veriny 
any Office of Mercy for the diſtteſſed, thanſtall andb 
religious hypocrites, but by the ſharpneſs of Gollſ fisSh 
Judgments upon hypoct ites, he is terrified that i * 
does not remember the Lords' Name. 

Verſe 11. By great Houſe, underſtand mars ſro & Fa 
zealous Religion : By /jrrle Houſe , pnderſtgng mal © Fir 
ſhew of humility. By the Lords ſaniting them wi] ths 
breathes andclefts, underſtand that he will diſco} Ser 
them both to be hypocritical, 

Verſe 12. Here is figured that mans hope tg wiſe] 
righteouſneſs, or pleate God by his own power] beg 
wiſdom, isas vain as to ride borſes ypon ſharp 7495#1} * Ih 


rocks, or to plow there with oxen ;, therefore the Fw | 
; 6 
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of tis] of their righteouſneſs ſhall be bitter untothem as Wor m« 
duphit] yd and gall, 
| piet] Perſe a3. Te rejoyce in a thing of nonght ;, to wit, in 
iſs, | your own ways of holineſs : ye ſay have we not gotten 

. | whorns by our own ſtrength ? to wit , power to over- 
Fol come other Nations by our holineſs in the ways of 
e hay] God. | | | 
vesfe| Perſe 14. Here he ſhews that the Lord will over- 
thaty] grow this their confidence,&by giving their enemies 
xd og} power to deſtroy them through all their Lang, to 
 buta wit, execute his Law upon them ſo , that they ſhall 
Then} have-wo peace within nor without. 
it; a} :;Chap. 7. Here firſt by Graſhoppers eating up the graſs, 
ae] wevery green thing of the Land, is figured the judg- 
7, thy] meat of God upon the Soul, diſcovering all that 
at wr] man'accounted to be holinefs, ſpringing from.their 

"| obedience to the Letter of the Word, tobe abſolute 
$| typocriſie, as Pax/s righteouſneſs was , though it 
| Was rourhing the Law blameleſs. 
ſe 4. By Fire devouring the great deep, is igured 
fiery Law, or hot burning wrath bf God, diſco- 
W vering the decp deceitfulneſs of the heart of man, 
n {tri axliinging him to utter defolation under ſence of 


oy 


" Verſe 5. By the Lord ſtanding by a wall made by Line, 
mb a Line 3n bis band, is figured the righteouſneſs 
; Riroſſ & Faith, which is made by a perfect Line ; for, 

d mol * Firſt, It isthe righteouſneſs of God, his Gift, or 
cw will tis Work in the heart of man. 
iſco "Secondly, It purifieth the hearts in which it is, 
orking.by Love obedience in Spirit to all the Laws, 
0 #0] Eatutes, Decrees. and Ordinances of God, to wit, 
ver] tepetting in mans heart true love to God and man. . 
rag * Thirdly, By it, as by a perfect Line, are all peo- 
c vn tle meaſured to Life or Death eternal, as our Savi- 
| Our 


86459 © An Expoſition of the 


our ſheweth ; He that believeth in me # paſſedfig ning 1 
| canſe © 


Death to Life, and ſhall not come into condemnatinq. 
that belicuah not #n me, ts condemned already; bee; 
he believeth not the Recordof God whico he hath ging 
ki Son... Therefore hereby are af rhe high Plargi 


Fudah , to wit, all Religion wherein mans hegry| dc 


prided, and all the Temples of Iſrael, even all eng 
nal worſhip of God, ard Feroboem?s Idolatry, em 
all mans invented ways of Religion lined to deſtn 
Ction: : 

By the Prophets interccſſion for 1/-acl, in the thy 
former, and Gods repentance, 
were the afiliction of the Soul under the Law: 
therefore the Prophet intercedes that thoſe mw 
be ſhortned, and God will in Mercy haſten the' 


; and Gods Decree 1s to ſhorten thoſe days; 


ſ] 
; +-om the Prophet intercedes according tofſe Jidg 
will of God, and the Lord granteth his Requel| 


underſtand, that thy ; 


but the laſt is the vnalterable Councel of God, the 
confummation 'determined upon the whole Earth; 


p*6 . 


the ſcourge overflowing in righteouſneſs ; therefog WExpet 
here the Prophet intercedes not, but ſtands boldy hs 


againſt Amaziah, and propheficsruine to himand hy 
Poſterity, and to:Fero504m, and all 7/rae/ that folloi 
ed him into Idotatry. . ; 


Chap. 8. ver. 1,2, Here by 4 Bucket of Summer fruth ad 
is figured that the iniquity of /racl was come | % 


the full ; for all their Religion was turned to [dolz 


try and Hypocrite ; for that unto the wotſhipping | 


the Calves of Ferotorm inſtead of the true God, tne 
added cruel oppreſſion of the poor , as v.4, 5,6 
Ferſe z By tne Songs of the Temple becoming Howl- 
85, underſtand, tha they ſhall not hear the.Golpel, 
which is the glad Tidings of Joy to-all Nations, but 
they ſhell feel the burning heat of the fiery Law (i 
meng 


they 
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ming in their bearts, and ſcorching their Souls be- 
aſe of ſins. By many dead Bodves 3n every place, is 
fzured the word of Truth diſcovgring all.men to be 
dead ia fins: And by caſting them out with ſilenct, is 
fpured, that the baye nothing to ſay againſt them, 
cauſe they felr themſelves under the ſame guilt; as 
they that accuſed the woman taken in Adultery, to 
ſeſus, when he bade, be that is without ſin, caſt the firſt 
ſane at ber, they went all away in ſilance. , 
Perſe 75. By the Excellency of Faceb, underſtand 
the Lord Jeſus ; for through him cnly are all our fins 
forgot, and put out of Gods remembrance ; there- 
fgce it is-c6nfirmed by the greateſt Oath or eternal 


elieve not in. him. 


| bg of God, that he will never forget their ſins 


| Perſe $. By the Floud of Egypt, underſtand, the 

| Jdgments of God. againſt the haters of his People, 
| which he caft out as a Floud upon Egypr. | 

tel +/+ 9+. By the Sz going down at noon, is figured the 

\| Jidgfhents of God falling upon them ſuddenly and 


wexpetted; as. our Saviour ſays , as 4 Thief inthe 
; the Prophers ſay, When they cry peace, peace, 
1m ang ſnaden deſtruftion. comes as Travel upon a 
nan with Child ;, and for the Certainty, he doubles 
le Parable; 1will darken the Earth in the clear day ; 
ad by many Similitudes he ſers focth the effects of ir 
athe toth. Verſe. 
'"Nrſe 11. But the real effect of it is a hunger, not 
k Bread, and athirſt, not for water, but for hear- 
ngthe word of the Lord; and though this be threat- 
ned as a Judgnient upon a ſinful Nation, it is the 
neatelt Bleſling; thrice happy are the Souls, upon 
Wom the Lord. ſends this Famine ; they will 
Kturn ( as the Prodigal did ) to beg the Bread of 
i Fathers Houſe, and that Father of Mercies by his 


un all 


if 


- - them, and feeds them with a feaſt of fat thnigs, @ 
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zli-ſeeing-eye ſees their hungry hearts afar.off, and 
prevents them with his goodneſs, and haſtens to meet 


of Wine well refined upon the Mountains, even h 
free Grace/and great Love to man;for thoſe are Gyy 
Mountains. OSS ns - _ 
'Ferſe 12. Here is held forth not only the great huni 
ger and thirſt upon theſe wandring Souls', whid 
makes them labour ſo hard for it, but _— 
it, that they ſhall not find it; whereby 4s ſignified, 
not that they obtain it not at all, but that they þ 
tain it not- by their labour And ſeeking ; for thy 
ſeek itamong the wiſe and learned , but"it ths 


there ; but God ſends it by fuch a fimple Herd 
as this Amos ; or they ſeek itamong: thoſe miniltth 


which-are well accounted of amongſt men; but Gol, | | 


P1ves it by ſuch as are accounted Hereticks, and pet- 
— as Paul _— P | A 
Verſe 13. By fair virgins and young men, un 
Profeſſors of 'a deautifel and aſant Religion ; and 
by per:ſhirg, underſtand , that they ſhall be diſcore- 
ed to be dead in fin; and by ſwearing by the Sinof S% 
maria, ſaying, thy God, O Dan livetb, and fhe mann 


of Beerſheba liveth,, underſtand the greateſt ſinnets, 
that. attribute Life or expe&t falvation from dum), 
Idols, for the magnifying the freenefs of GodyMer-;| 


Cy , that he will ſhew his power and grace upon ſuc, 
to convert them, even to deftroy theirfins andfais 
their ſouls. | BO 

Ch. g.v.1. By the Lord ſtanding upon the Altar undet- 
ſtand God appearing injeſds.e heisthe Altar up 
which we are offered nnto God: and by his command 


to ſmmite the Lintel of the Deor ,, that the Poſts md 


ſhake, and cut them in pieces, eventhe heads of them al, 
ard Iwill ſlay the laſt of them with the ſword, wo 
| | and, 
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fend, Preach the Goſpel that:all Hypocrifie may -be 
difcovered; all Religion whereby mans mind is lifted 
op, Which'is figured by the Heads of them; for ſo 
our Saviour declared Phariſtes and Sadduces, ſtrit- 
eſt obſervers of Religion to be all hypocrites, and he 
et them off; 'for he told. them, they were Children of 
the Devil, . and would da his Luiſts, and would not bg con- 
gerted , but rejefted the Connſel of God ;, but the laſt, 
ſays he, -to wit, ſuch ag/are .p6t ſo obſtipate, 7 will 
(9 by the ſword , to: wit , convert them by the 

ord. * Ly Me? | as | 
YerſtZ, $4.4; Here he ſhews the proſecution of the 

ments of God by the Law, that man can hide 
Welt no'where-but God will. find him out (which 

.David declares) buts.it's to deſtroy his ſins, and 


| fave his Son], though he ſay, 7 will ſer mine eyes upon 


them fcrevil,and not for good; its ſpoken according to 

mans apprehenſion, that, accounts {uch ſharp corre- 

Aiok evil-c6- him, till he find the good fruit of it, 

then he accounts God his friend, and his reproofs to 

be goo@healing Balſoms. 

-Ferſe yg. Here he ſhews the Touch of God cleatly 
all, ſmallows vp all, as it did Eyypr by the 


Verſe 6. For the confirmation of this , he ſhews 
ane greatneſs of God in the Creation of all things, 
Und in his adminiſtration ; or:-government, or change 
of all at his pleaſure, even by one word. 

Virſe 5; Are'ye not # efithiopians unto me ? By this 
Queſtion he declares ,-'that they are as black iv Soul 
by fa -in-his. fights, as the efthiopiajts are in Skin. 
By the other Queſtion, he ſhews that he. hath done 
&ereat thinigs'for their temporal being as he did far 
het Nutions; and for ocher Nations as for them ; 
\othat theteinhe puts Ho difference. | 
" Wy 2 | Verſe 
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Verſe $8. But when he deſtroys a ſinful-Kingdom 
out of the Earth, he will-uot utterly deſtroy them; 
Verſe g. But he will -fift them among all Nations, 
wit,they ſhall ſuffer affliction as other people, buth 
purifie them; not to deſtroy them; for the leaſt ſtots 
ſhall not fall to the'earth, for they coming to Jeſuz, 
the lwing Stone, ſhall be. built up as lively ſtones, 
ſpiritual Houſe'to God, as Peter faith. - :1 ©  » 
10. This ſignifies that they that flatter themſelye 
hopes of Peace, ſhall be confounded tuddenly. - .;\ 
V. 11. But in that day will be raiſe up the T abernacly 
of David, towit, when he confounds :their wildom, 
he will eſtabliſh them in'Chriſt. I: IIS ” 
- V.12. By poſſeſſing the Renmant of Edom,and oh | 
then, is figured converſion of theGentiles by the {2 
WOrk. | Y Tu £5. | pat 
\ Ver 15, 14, 15-{By all the plenty,is gured ſpiritual 
bleſſings ; and that they ſhall not be pulled up again, ig 
os that the fruit-of this work of God is eter; 
nal life. : 4: 


PIES 


_— 
XY 


OBUDIUA.\ 
4 Propheſie azainſt Edom. ; 


_— was the Poſterity of - Eſau , Jacob's Elder 
Brother, who, becauſe-he was ſo, envied Facob, 
as Cain did Abel; and why ? becauſe Facob got the 
Bleſling, and Abels*s Sacrifice was. more acceptable 
-jn the fight of God: And as Cain flew Abel, {0 £/« 
- intended to ſlay Facob; ſo Edom kept the ſame grudge 
againſt J/-ael , and when the Lord gave //7a8/ w 


# 


QSOs 


—_ 
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the handof; their enemies becauſe of their Sins, they 
xere perſecutors of 7/rael. alſo, did not remember 
that they were brethren, but rejoyced in their affli- | 
tion, and-Jaid hands on their goods, and ſtood in 
the croſs way, to cut off them that fled, and ſhut ap 
all in priſon, whom' their, Enemies lefr. Hereby is 
figured the Hypocrite, who glories himſelf to'be the 
Elder,cyen to bethe true Child of God, the heritage is 
duc to him, but he ſells it for a meſs of Pottage, to 
wit, be loves the world, therefore ths love of God - 
cannot dwelh in him; he greatly deſires the Bleſſing, 
but God loyes-Facob, and teaces his Mother, to wit, 
the true Church, how to. procure it to. Facob ; Eſa / 


S | ho great;ſhew ofbeing a man of God, by begging - 


igarneſtly- for a Bleſſing, but Murderis in his heart,” 
5 hypocrites make great ſhew of Chriſtianity, by 
making long Prayers, and exerciſing all ſtriftneſs of 
Religion, ;but Cruelty and Envy is" in their hearts a- 
pin the. FrPger Brother, even againſt the Chri- 
that hath nothing to glory in but jafirmities ; 
bewatcheth to ſee him. fall, and when God delivers 
zato his enemies hand, even leaves. him to him- 


Y 
| {el}; that he flips into ſome (in or folly, he triumphs 


ns and, makes it his'gloryifig; arid if a Chri- 
wy 


be perſecuted for the teſtimony of the Truth, 
bythem that knovv nothing of it, the hypoctite joyns 
Fit them againſt him, and are great accuſers © 
tim,-2s when Pilate and Herod were againſt Chriſt, 
was Serzbes and Phariſees that were his Accuſers,and 
ſired up the People againſt him, and joyned with 
Us Herodjans to-accuſe him; and Alexander the Cop- 


| Ferſmith, who had bypocyit ically profeſgd Faith in 


Chriſt, did Pax! much harm. Theſe are the Edomiteg 


tat-envy 7-1; but Gcd will raiſe up the men of 


ſir confederacy again(t chem'in the day that he vi- 
| | ty ; | lits 


4-5 
- 


646. " An Expoſition of whe: 
ſits for fin/; to'wit , when he brings ther 
ment, ſearching and diſcovering their iniquR) fy 
Law, then ir will he a terrible thing unto cheir {dule' 
that they have beenTugh haters of Chriſtians'as itwh' 
to Paul, that he had made h wack of the Church [then 
ſhall they lookup on him whom t: 9 have -piercod, rev, tomit 
they ſhail underſtand rhar al} thoy did' iq vinft-Chriſti 
ans, was 2Wainlt Chriſt; for they wef@hi8"litele ontt;! 
then Eſau"s Moun: ts ont down,towit,theirihigh eſteem 
oi chemſeives ; and they jh all mourn everyene'sn the ſeen 
of bye heart, "tk know- it is 2 grievous! fiif whatever 
they did a | prhaphs icelZ ones; hey 
Myi/ one had ben banged. about their che > kay 
been caſt /:t the Sea thus the Lord ms 
with his Judzmeits opon his holy Movthtain; 
when . he Fakes his rod) and makes —_ 
that it hath ſirepr away t e ref e of Lies," to) wit 
confidence pe th St Ti hreouſhels ; Wiſdom and 
Zeal. mat then the Hos ſe of - Facob 144" fire, andihi 
ol uſe of 'E[iui as rubble, 19 \wit, the rishteouſheſ kd 
Fai, yh; ift the Chriſtian "dwells, burns Upall coi 
fidence in i fleſh} y knowing of Chriſt; wherem Me 
Hy poctites Qwell "grebriy, + t the S6ul'{6 converttd, 
abhers it for ever. Thus'the Houſe of Facob = 
i 
5; 


the Mount of Fſan, to wit, thus Hypocritesare' 
crue C hriſtians ,. and live ol Faith in Chr ſt Wi 
true Beliey ers. Er 28 


"FONAR.. 


Char. 1. N this Chapter is held forth? mw 
1 obedience of the Prophet ; whereby B 
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igtimated3;what Self;love is in the beſt, and how 
auch maris bent to avoid trouble and diſdain, and 


' to: livein peace and pleafure ; but a more miraculous 


work, that God brings forth by the Infidelity of Fo- 
x< even the converſion of the Mariners ; for-when 
they had wakened Fonah ont of ſleep, God wakened 
kim-out of ſecurity, and made him preach to the 
Mariners what a God the God of the Hebrews was, 
and how-ſinfol he was; whereby they were abſolute- 
1y converted: to fear-and. believe him, and to know 
he was the only true God, 'ajid to worſhip him, which 
made them. row fore to bring the Shipto Land to 
fave 7b, becauſe he had: made known to them the 
weGod. And when he had made knownto them, 


_ thit the Sea would not'be calm till he was thrown in, 


apd'perſwaded them to throw him in, for it was the 
will of Godz tomwtkich both he and they muſt be ſab- 
kA; for: it 44 manifeſt; that he' preached much ro 
rm; which is. not_ expreſt;; then they prayed eat- 
iſtly. thathis Blood might not be imputed to them. 
'The rude-prattice of Seamen and Heathens was gone; 
and they are found truly afraid of Sin, praying, be 
lieving and honouring God. 
4 Then is declared Gods wonderful preſervation of 
þ, by a great Fiſh that ſwallowed him; and kepr 
alive three days and three nights 4n the Fiſhes 
Helly, which our Saviour ſhews, was a Figure of his 
being in the Grave ſo long, and therefore is a Figure, 


; | that man by being caſt into death, to.wit, under ihe 


Judgment of Gcd becauſeof Sin, is kept alive, to 
mitfaved from eternal death ; and how when he is 
vader that - Judgment; he is in Hell, to.wit, under 
the wrath of God becauſe of Sin. 
Chap. 2. And then he confeſſeth his Sin, and prays 


Wo the Lord, -as this ſecond Chapter declares ; 
Us 4 whereby 


643+ - ' An Expoſition of the: 


whereby is ſignified, hence ariſes all'crug/Prayerty ited i 


God, when man is in affliction, that give$him eithy 


rus words," or deep ſighs to God, which is'ofmoy'] $;. 
orce with God than words ; for if they bebutfil | «6 


they make-out, Firſt , the 'Tighteous- Judgmenty 
God upon them, as Fenah here fays, Out'f*-the 'Bi 
of hill critd I, all thy ſurges and all thy waves pi 
over me, &c. rg 003 3348 IR8T' ye 2050 
Secondly,” The Mercies of God), ''Thoy. heard 


me, thou broughteſt up my. Life from the yit ; my Pray 


Came unto thee into thy\holy Temple. THERESE 
. Thirdly, Mans great Confeſſion of al his find 


neſs ; They that follew after lying vanities fe-ſuke this | 


own Mercy. 


, 


$59) 


Fourthly, The Sacrifice of every trve Chriſtian, [th 


which is only Self-denial ; attributing/all unto God; | 


briefly concluding, Salvation is of the Lord.  * | nt 
And laſtly, When mail is brought*to- that, hoy| te% 


quickly the Lord commands deliverance to him, ty 
bring him from under his wrath , and bring himto 


the light of Life ,"to- wit, wipes all tears-from his| "Ve 


eyes, eſtablyſherh his feet, and ordereth-all his g&| 1 


ings. | 


Cap. 3. This contains JondlPs Preaching, and Nj 'P4 


piveh's Repenting; whereby /is figured only hoy] % 


mightily the Word of God prevails :even with Hes 
thens, when God works with it in the heart ; as 
Foſeph*s interpteting of Pharaoh?s'Dreams, the Ki 
and all his Nobles choſe him willingly-to'xule overal 
the Land, and leaned true wiſdom at him: :-*-- | 
Chap. 4. This treatethonly of the Mercifulneſs 
God; and ſheweth by a Gourd; that man judgeth 
ter. outward appearance, therefore he is ſometim6 


merciful, . and ſometimes-void of compaſſion but | 


ad changeth not ; but een his Judgments are - 
| | cute 
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yer ty |cied in great Mercy,thar the Fleſh maybe crucified, 
1 eithyr worldly Mind mortified , and the Soul faved. 
fmoy'] 4. '# 0 +Y 
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291 A 
card | hap: 1. t&/41l the Farth, 
Prayer | ſe 2: and-all that is therein, to wit, the earth- 
4 [hmind and affections of 'man ; for rhat is it againſt 
finfd | hich 21] the preaching of the Word' is; therefore 
© thin | takes God to witneſs, ever the Lord from his holy 
+ | Tape, to wit;! that he {peaks nothing but what he 
ities; Halth received/from:God. Ae 

God: | "\Perſe 3. Here is the Teſtimony, The Lord will 
' * | anegowr, to wit, -appear in Chriſt, and tread ure: 
, hon| #ebigh Places of the earth, to wit, pull down all 
m, tq Kod thoughts of the heart of man, and bring them 
timte| Moſubjection unto'the obedience of Jeſus.  _ \. 
m his] *Perſ#'q.. And the Mountains ſhall melt, and the vat- 
is 80-| Wcleave as wax before the fire; 'to wit, whatever is 
/ | #ihn ſhall be 'confoinded' and utterly deffroyed: 

d Nik iW6ſe 5- And becauſe rheir Worſhip both'at Sama- 
hoy mand Feruſalem, 'is nothing but hypocrifie, there- 
Hes | tore he will deſtrof that 4: 4 heap of Rubbiſh,” which | 
as ood for nothing;then will he prike it for the planting E 
Ki 9 Vineyard; to wit, whea the: Lord hath caſt{down | 
eral] al mens pride of their conceited holineſs, he will 
». | | vant them into Jelus, the true Vine, that, they may 
es of | ding forth true righteouſneſs. 4rd the Stones there- * 
b # | if ſhall tumble down into the valtey, to wit , their hard F 
m6 | tearts ſhall be humbled ; and 7 will diſcover tbe foun- 
but |'gation thereof, to wit, theip Hypocriſie, which cor- 


ex6- | [vpts all Religion. 
bf PLS ALL BELS Perſe 
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., Kerſe 6. By graven Images and. 1gol;, underſing] cool 
mans own wiſdom and righteouſneſs; and byG| wa 
underſtand mans eſteem of them; by the burning all '4xe 
deſtroying of thew all,underſtand, bringing magtay | «he 
ſight of his fin and hypocriſie, that he abhor Knit | {Ft 
and all his own ways-before the Lord, as ob (| iy 
And the teaſon is becauſe their hearts were hypogl yu: 
tical, pretending to love the Lord, when they loy 4 
their-own profits or pleaſures, as. a Harlqt-pretend] is 81 
ta love her Husband,, when ſhe loves others, they wit, 
fore. ſpall they have the wages of ,a Harlot,. to wit, o| wj1 
be rejected of all in the end. ST \ 

Verſe.7, 8. This is cauſe of ſorrow to.all the tm gt: 

Servants of God, that any Hypocrifie be found abu 
them that profeſs the true worſhip of God, thas| has 
fore he-mourns greatly, that his fin.and the pymlh yoo 
ment of .it, was come-even to Feruſalew; and. paſe 
from City to City over. all the Land, as Paul writ toll jy 


the-Churches, reproving, them. for: harkening tothe] gy 
falſe Proper k wy +, = from the Truth; s 
the Diwne af to his ſeven Churches. «+, » | Þni 
| Chap. 2. Verſe 1. Here he repraves their Religin] \ 
for that their. hearts were ,not-purified, but werew| ge 
venting .cavetous devices;ou their Beds, and prafii 
them g: the day. Therefore he ſhews that their p 
ment ſhall be alike, | "p.-- 1 --+ i: 
Verſe.2. He will pluck, them down, and albyheir pris 
till they [9% woe terly waſted, to wit, till they i] © 
their own 3" GAS: -::. le mm 
K ſa3, Coolpſs that-there 1s n0 goodneſs 6n them#| + 
all ;, for this is.the.end off, the true Viaiſtry to bring] 0 
man. to-perfect {eli-denial ; and, }.. wy 
Ferſe 4. To hunger after their own portion, evenils | iy 
gift.of, Gods free Grace. mT |. 
Perſe 5. Fox Hypocrites have no portion "_ J 
| | | cop |? 


wo 


ple of God; they cannot endure the Miniſtry of 
"Oh Matpel, Which is the true Ptophecy. pi 
ol '\Ferſe 6: Therefore they ſhall 'not preach Mercy 
pthem, but Judgment ; for they are not aſhamed 
of their ſins, therefore Mercy belongs not to:them. 
4h "Here he asks if the Lords hand be [hort- 
b| $4.4 his Word be not the foundation of all upright 
"Ik King. = , v.., 


Pretend] is gizrſe $7 The Lord complains; that his People, to 
5, thes| git, Profeſſors of his warſhip, are 7:ſen up a4 .an eus- 
WIE, of yy (torwic ſtand in enmity againſt the power. 'of \the 
1 + for they: that have a form: of Godlineſs, re- 
the tp] gw: che--power of the Truth.) They ſer themſelves 
found againſt my ſervants that are given to practy and 
, they Res 'thag both cunt and celock,; to wit y accuſe 
= Pull] yigny/chat they are Hereticks,*and . preach licentious 
74.peſull Pottrine. STE 
«wall nyo y. By Wot, underſtand truce Believers , 
; iy ile] <aGore $ruieful im all good-works; they, to wity:hy- 
Ueno 


- \ 
I 
"y 
* #3 


'vuſnefs, butHerefic and Schiſmuorit 1 - 
{DF ſÞ 19. Herehe:exhortethbfjameither'to leave 
$f this formal Profeſſion wherein they. reſt, cowit, 
re ſetled; or elſe they will be--uprevly defiroyed, to 
| wy wholly gonfonnded in the way of Gods Jones. 
4) *: Ferſe 11. Here heſhews what. manner 0 Prophets 
bring] they chuſe, everyone very zealous, under a falſe ſhzw 
-: | of Retigion- preaching ſtrong and pleaſing things ta 
rent | \nahs deluded mind. © 
| 3&rſe 12. Hera he turns to preach the Lord Jeſus, 
ich th? ho ſha// gather all his People together out of all Nati- 


0/13 ; 


4 


x 


652 © -AtExpolitiow of: the” | 
ozs-5 for he is the breaker up , and by. him theyjey 
broken up all. the ways .of vanity and folly , yr 
'tlrwWgh: the gate, "to wit, of truth and Mercy,;uf 
their;King: Jeſus goes before them, and the Love , 
wittrhim. - | 

Chap. '3. By Heads of Facob, and Princes of Thu 
underitind the ſtricteſt Profeſſors of the Worlhig 
God ; for as our Saviour ever teſtified againſt: th 
= do alt INNER: of the Tran! and compu |# 

[Peaſe 2. That\chey regard not to s jukb betwiarth 
which of  man;. and that which is,of God; buthwblj"* 
the free: Mercies. of God, and love their onny Air 4 
.and holineſs; «+ > 

Verſe 3. And therein perſecutethe People of\ þ 
to Fearing their shin and. fleſh off them, and bs In 1. 
their bones. i} = 

'Verſe.4. Therbfare when affiiftsott comes upon t gil " 
they ſhall cry antovht yy but be will fot repay 
| af all: e) 
. Perſe5. Here dedefcribeth falſe Prophets by ie 
Dodtride they cafe. People to fry and by theirga <1. ' 


: Caverenſneſs. We! \ tÞ 


ſhall be upon them; even [to make Mem' knowl i: 

their-Dotrine'is falſe, and that it is nod the as | 

Godz it is notof ;Jeſus the Sun of Righteouſnels/F 

hath not ſhined upon them. , ': + _— 
Kerſe 7. They are Children. of Night and Dali y 

neſs; [that they may all.be aſhamed and. confounded, |} 

caſe they have Fecerued neviſion of God. j<7 
Varſet 8. Here hedeclares the truth and power#|; 

his Prophecy, to preach the righteouſneſs of GM W 
whereby all the/ſfins of men, even of Iſrael, ami 

as of Heathens, are declared : - | ; 


i\/erſe. 6: "Herebe fl ſhowy h cn of & 
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Twſeg. And Rulers are made to know that ;hey 
Equity. .,', | es 6 OE 
1»! Ferſe.10, And the Prophets , that they ſet up 2 
Loy (prch ( which they count Zn, even the Church 
It, {God ) with bloody wicked Perſecuters.. 
af p Perſe 11. And that Rulers, Prieſts and Prophets per- 
"SIE 20 ſervice but for Money, and yet glory to be 
"—"MI\E{ervants of God, and hope that no evil ſhall come 
Manſon them. ſt: 
. | Ferſe 12. Buthe concludeth, ſeeing all are wicked, 
"teTdgment of God ſhall be upon all to the rxrning 
Wal ſide down, that they may ſeth, unto the Lerdm 
” Ales d: SW with 
Bal 8: 4- Verſe 1. The laſt days are the days when 
Ak is revealed in the Soul ( as I have before de- 
"S\Kred.,.) and the Aſountain of the Lords Houſe, is 
x "{ſfree Grace of God in Chriſt ; other Mountains 
7d YadHills are mans. confidence ig his own righteoul- 
"i, wiſdom, zeal, &c. And by People, is meatit all - 
- -ltheplect of -God our of all the Coalts of the world; 
hi Indy the revealing of Chriſt in them , their wiſdom 
8 Mikdiſhneſs , their righteouſneſs as a menſtruous 


Vii 


- 


£ 608 their zeal blind without knowledge, bur the 
grace of God is all in all unto them ; they 
| We tothat, and deny, yea abhior all other things 
I& they bave before eſteemed any way available to 
Wation. AZF: | 
Dad Ferſe 2. This Verſe ſhews. what a_feryent deſire 
4, wi erted Souls have to the grace of God, and what 
# 'llmiconfidence they have.in his Mercies that he will | 
rot Aehthem, wherein is implied that before they were 
4 \Whit by men, but that teaching did not bring them 
ea [Pe ways of God, and further here is their re- 
" Aion, to: ftard fledfaft in his paths, And the rea- 


Vol d cendred, becauſe the Lay of the Lord £oes jo. 
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of Zion, to wit, the Church of God, andthe Weld jſt 
the Holz Fernſalem, ro wit +the new Zerulil$ | af 
that” comes from above,” towit, the great love of P 1 
co man, which fi nifies the 'Law i is a Law of | [, the 
and Mercy, whereby Chriſtians are drayn int mgh&Satar 
with G6 | 4 of 
Foſſe: 3. " !This ſhews the converſion of many WW), by 
P'eo divers Nations, and that Converts ceaſe tl (1. 
all contention, and live in peace and love, af vg 
peace. withall; © «of t 
Perſe 4. SO that no Enemies ſhall trouble jaja <0 
for thouglvthey ſoffer death without any Ck t C 
. for the Truth of God ; . Janit, 
Perſe 5. They quietly yield, arid love andylily; + 
for their Enemies. "PT Jeſc 
FIG Here he ſhews who they are hon fe ar 
Th 


thus ogy 


that is they are ſenſible of i Bu 
joe cA ak of God. "1th kno 
el 


oy He gſhews, that more their aid ' 
hall their comforts be! from 


| fn} 
Paſs. wy Tower of the flock, underſtand 
hg e of -God, Ferre ſaid before, was fight 
FT Moutoin, for the exatring of Gol Ll Kok 
ower of Defence to his People, and by Des, 4 


r they areguided and governed by blsg 
| aches them t0 deny all ungodlineſs _ del 
righteouſly, dberly and ball in thi 15d} of 4 OR 
CY per ver. generation. 


ING kg frog is meatit the Church and F 4 "a | 


"WP 
— 


LY 
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Pal bft 9. Here 1s an enquiry made into the ſtate of 
ail ts :Aikted for ſin, as a, People that have neither 
Cul day 10 govern them, nor Councellor to adviſe them, to 
"I (0, they have none to defend them from the power 
I e(@Satan and Sin, nor wiſdom to guide them in the 
iN z of God, therefore ſorrow is come upon them ſud- 

y 8, by the Lords Judgment laid upon them becauſe 


% 10. So that ſhe is caſt out of the City, to wit, 
b : 


& UN 

indy} 

1 F the Society of all that live at peace intheir 
{4 conceited righteouſneſs ; ſhe dwells in the field, 
2, wit, open to all enemies ; ſhe ſhall go into Babel, 
. omit, ſhe ſhall know that Satan hath taken her cap- 
mile; 4: then will the Lord redeem and deliver ber. 
FI'Ferſc 11. Here he ſhews that all Profeſſors of Re- 
t1<gon ariſe and lift up themſelves againſt Zion; their 
"Mts pon her, to wit, they envy the People of 
(Wn; Bur ſo much more will the Lord comfort them; 
' "Ag know not the thoughts of God. 
*r Pol aferſe 12.For whom he chaStiſeth, be loveth , whom he 
Lv, he honoxreth ,, it is for their eternal happi- 
It WS. - 
" A re 1.3. By Ariſe, threſh, underſtand, praiſe the 
in; ſew the Peopleof his doings, make known 
aus peat Love to Sinners; for that?s thy horns mbere- 
MB art exalted, and thy hoof whereby thou treadeft. all 
n{BEg#r:cs wander thy feet ; for the love of God. ſub- 
n_tdthe luſts of the Fleſh, and by4t only are peo- 
dAcoken in pieces, to wit, confounded in them- 
Tas, and conſecrated untothe Lord, to give him 
J ah its with all their heart and ſoul for ever ; this is 
(true conſecrating of their riches and ſubſtance 
mike Lord. (ek - 
Cher. 5- By . Daughter of Garriſons, underſtand 
*\Mgcrifie, whicti he' calls ſo, becauſe there is Hy- 


p pocr ifie 
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pocriſie in ſo many Forms of Religion, and _ 
one hath ſuch multitudes of hypocrites init; hl 
laid fege againſt us ,, who is this ? its even the Lo 
for he propheſies concerning Jeſus z and the Lot 

revealing Jeſus, cotmpaſſes the Hypocrite, to de 


his Hypocrifie; as Paul was compaſſed with a Lk; 


brighter than the Sim; yet Hypocrites are o ſtroj 
thiar tlicy ſmote the Lord Jeſus, even to death ; 
great. a. matter it.is to bring a ſtrong Profeſlor ty 
Txuth,. that. firſt Jeſus muſt die, that by his dead 
and refurreftion all Hypocriſie may be deſtroyed; 

the Hypotrite brought to the Truth by fellowlhipi 
his death, and vertue of his reſurreQtion. .* 


beginning to himthat had neither beginning not i 

ing; for bs goings forth are from ewtrlaſting , yet 1 
be born there ;, though he was the Lamb ſlain from 
foandation of the world, and was, and ever 


Verſe 2. Here is Bethlebem Ephrata, that a 


preſent with his people. 


Verſe 3. Here he ſhews that the Lord pives will] ? 


people, to wit, lets the unrighteous be unrighteom 
tillthe Churcif which moſt bear them, ſhall traval; 
to wit,. every linger ſhall be brought to wo ſudden 


4 Travail comes upon a woman with child; then ll 
the Lord work wonders , the dead ſhall be raiſed git 
blizd ſhall ſee, &c. t06'wit, alFthat travail under 
affliction for ſin, 
and fill*d with joy. "AE rot 

Verſe 4. Hete he ſhews that Believers ſhall bein 
by Jeſus, who # the power and wiſdomof God utto ſalds 
t:0n,-and they ſhall maggifie him for ever, and tf}, 
more in the Armof fleſh, to wit, the wiſdont and po 
et of man. — "OP 

. Verſe 5. Here he ſays, Chriſt ſball be our peact ;"bit 


q - 
: - 


ſliall de comforted, evett convent, 


Perſe 
that thi: 


that fhalf be no temporal peace ; for he gives noo | 


*s . ” 
L 
d 


4] yare: therefore by Aſhur coming into our Land, un- 
1 &ſtand Satan with his temptations, fleſhly luſts,and 
a8 | gorldly concerns, to withdraw us from God ;, then 
at | oe ſhall raiſe againſt him ſev:n Shepherds, to wit, the 
”-| $purit of Jeſus our Shepherd, who is alſo called the 
eh Spirits of God, for ſeven ſignifies no determi- 
e number , but perfeCtion of it ; and by eight 
mncipal men , underſtand the grace of Gcd with its 
x dperations, to caſt out Satan and his ſubrleties. 
«41 Ferſe ©. And theſe ſhall overcome Satan by the 
al yord of Truth, the ſword of the Spirit. | 
1 Paſe7. How plainly doth the Prophet here ſhew, 
| that this is ſpoken of the Converts of Jeſus in all 
"Yi that only truſt in the grace of God through 
bs. | 
Verſe 8, Here he ſheweth that Believers ſhall be 
ong unbelievers as 4 Ltox or Lions whelp , which 
"Mf Meaderh dow, and teareth in pieces, and none' can deli- 
ff #1, tO wit, they ſhall give tuch full clear teſtimony 
by juſt all power, wiſdom and righteouſneſs of man 


none can withſland. 


, i e 9. For though they be not converted by it, 


fall be a witneſs againſt them for ever of their 
"381 tecting the grace of God to their condemnation. 
&%1. Verſe 10. Here he ſhews the great work of God int 
nk of man, to eſtabliſh his Soul to live only 
ZI Faith , whereby God' purifieth mans heart, that 
.&| fly not from God as with Horſes and Chariots, nor 
| aſt to any Security , as by living in Cities or ſtrong 
Vikeg 


of fe 11, 12. Nor vſe any cunning craftineſs, as 
wehanters and Soothſayers do , nor worſhip any Idols or 
bat | (even Images, the work, of their own hanas., : 
«<4 |,.J&ſe 13. Yea the Lord will pluck, up all his Groves, 
«/ | Vyit, places of wor (WF, _ he wor ſhip God —— 

- \'X al 
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658 An Expoſition of the 


at Jerulalem, nor in the Mount of Samaria, but in ſj 
rit and truth, 

Perſe 14. So will the Lord deſtroy all his enemy 
evenallſin, hypocrifie and idolatry out of thehew 
of man, which is his own Land. 

Verſe 15. And thus alſo will God execute a vey. 
ance upon the Heathen in his wrath and indignatin 
which they have not heard of, to wit, he will conver 
them by a way that no man hath taught them; foe 
man txaches to obey the Law, to repent of Sin, and | : 
believe'in Chriſt, that they may pleaſe God, and | of Reli 
obtain everlaſting life ; but God eiſcovers manscy: | ters, * 
nal mind ," that cannot obey a ſpiritual Law, ant | yerſc 
mans impenitent and unbelieving heart, and ſo, thy. witeth : 
he can do nothing that is good, and: brings himinty;| wh. 
condemnation , and death the wages of fin, then | yer/; 
gives he hima penitent heart, anda lively faith, and 
by Jeſus quickens him that's dead in fin, heals hityſnen, b 
whom he hath wounded, and fills his Soul with joy.]te conc 
and peace in believing. Thus God ſhews his watt] wit cle 
againſt ſin, but in wrath remembers mercy, and favs 
the ſinner I |micifu 

' Chap. 6. Yerſe 1, Here the Prophet wiſhes all-peoi] Natty | 
ple to hear what the Lord hath commanded himto | Jaftl 
do, even to ariſe and contend againſt the Mountain |Nighe! 
aud. Hills, to wit, mans high, thoughts and benz wo 
IaSoatiggs of his own wiſdom and. righteolF|ullly. 
neſ. | 

| By Mountains, finderſtand the ſame z and by miyhy: [pl 
f onndations of the earth, underſtand, the earthly foutr-|nai 
dations that_ man .builds the hopes of his Salvation "hut 
u20n, -Which he eſteems mighty and firm, while k | 
rejects the Corner-ſtone that God hath laid in Zn it, 
evenin the hearts of all that believe in him-; therefore lars c] 
the Lord hath aquarrel with Iſrael, even with all Fry Kay 

pros | 
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an; 


w_ to be his People, and believe not in his-. 
Icy. 
Verſe 3. Therefore he asks what is the Cauſe ? and 
eſtifies his Mercy in delivering them out of Ezypr, 
tat great Figure of redemption from Satan and Sin. 


{meciful ro the 
0/| Natty from God. 


Verſe 4. And from all the Devices of Balak, By 
counſel of Balaar, againſt them, : that Figure of 
rites, that firſt curſe Gods people, bur God 


| ros the Curſe into a Bleſſing. 


Verſe 5. And then allure them'by beautiful Forms 
Religion, as 2foab did by their beautiful Daugh- 


ters. 
| Nerſe 6,7. The Prophet ſheweth how the Lord re- 
[iteth all Sacrifices that man can offer to pleaſe God 


Ferſe 8. Here he ſheweth what the Lord requireth 


x[nen, but alſo berween Godand his Soul, to wit, that 


jen rods juſtly,not only in his dealings amongſt 
[condemn all that is of mans power and wiſdom, 


cleave to that which is of Gods free Grace. 
Kcondly,. T hat he love Mercy, to wit, that he be 
poor, as he hath received or expects 


laſtly, Ts walk bumbly mith God, to wit, thatalF 


[Religion be only in ſelf-denial, and humble pray- . 
I lb." God out of neceſlity, and praiſing him contt- 
"|My. | 


Verſe 9. By crying to the City, underſtand, to all 
Wple, for his word belongs to all the world. By 


-[wef wiſdom, underſtand, the Believer, .to whom 


n wiſdom is become fooliſhneſs, and Chriſt is 


[uſe the Lord hath ſo appointed. 


te his wiſdom 4 for he only ſees the I\N.zme of «God, 
bit, receives his Mercy, and lives in it; andhe 
War; the Rod, to wit., obeys and ſuffers correCtiony 


% % p | Verſe 
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Verſe 10, tothe end. Inall the reſt of the Chy, 
ter he ſhews what all unbelievers do, how unjuſt, cry 
el and Ceceitful they are; and then declay 
the Judgments of God upon them, becauſe hey jy 
low the Statutes of Omri ard Ahab, towit, Idolan 
ahd ungodly practiſes. 
Chap.7 Verſe 4. The Prophet brings in the Churd 


complaining, Firſt, How few Believers or true Chr | * 


ſtiansare; even as gatherings after the harveſt or vin 
tage be enaed,or Olives ſhaken, & here ſhe ſhews thatjſhe 
| deſired th: firſt ripe fruit, even the free Mercies of Ga 
Promiſed ro Adam; to wit, that the Sced of the wona, 
even Chriſt, ſhould break the Serpents head, even + 
{troy all the workings of Satan in her, and work bs 
owa work, even make her a true Spouſe to hin- 


felt. | 
Verfe 2,3, 4- Secondly,She complains how bloody 


minded, treacherous,” covetous,: and violent othes | :; 


are in their natural ſtate. 
Verſe 5, 6. Thirdly, He adviſeth that there isn0 
troſting of Friend, or Wife, Son or Daughter, or 
any of a mans 6wn Family. - 
Verſe 5. Hence ſhe concludes, ſhe will only look, unti 
Gad, and wait upon her Saviour, for he will hear her. 
Verſe 8. By Enemyof the Church, ſtill underſtand 
the Hypocrite'; for he hath more hatred 2gainlht 
Church than Heathens. By ſit in darkneſs, undei- 
ſtand, know and+ acknowledge my folly and weak- 
neſs. 
Ver. 1c.Fy her Enemy being troden down as mirg in tit 
ftreets, underitand , all her wiſdom diſcovered to be 
toolifhneſs, and her righteouſneſs as filthy as duly, 
and her zeal without knowledge, and her knowledpe 
putting up ker heart with pride, and her heart deeett- 
ful above all things, and infinitely wicked, andibe 
ME - £ altogether 


o= 
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altogether corrupt , and become abominable. in all 


ter doings, by the righteous Judgment of God in his v, 


Law. 

Verſe 11. Here he ſhews, that when ſhe is ſo caſt 
down in her ſelf, ſhe ſhall be built up in Chriſt, and 
| ' Decree, to wit, her condemnation for ſin by the 
Law, ſhall be clear taken away, and ſhe ſhall be receivcd 
fo mercy. 

Verſe 12. By this Verſe is ſignified that men of all 
—ro_ and all States ſhall be converted unto the 
Faith. | 

Verſe 13. Here he ſhews that ſtill the Converts 
ſhall find deſolation in themſelves, and their own 
Iventions to be evil. | 

Verſe 14. Hence the Prophet prays the Lord ſtill 
to eſtabliſh his people by judgment, and guide and 
direct them by the rod of his power, as he hath always 
done of old, that they may live ſolitary, to wit, {e- 
parate from all the ways of men. , 

Verſe 15. Here he ſheweth that the preaching of 
the Work of God is like unto the Redempt ior of Urael 
ou of Egypt. | | 
*Yerſe 16. Here he -figureth, that all People that 
xe converted, are put to ſilence, to wit, aſtoniſhr, 
that they cannat_ tell what to ſay; they know the 
work is wropght, but by ſuch a way as they never 


pected; they are deaf, to Wit, they will not hear 


them, that in their wiſdom would perſivade them 
dtherwiſe. 

'Verſe 17. They ſhall lick the duſt like a Serpent, to- 
fit, they ſhall know that' they have bcen led by Sa- 
tan that old Serpent,.to live in earthly mindedneſs, 
and to craw] up and down inearthly ways for food, 
like worms, bnt now they are brought to the fear of 


Gag. | 
pt RY x 3 Verſe 


: 
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Verſe 18,19, 20. For they now knew him, th 


there 14 none like kim, he pardoneth ſin, and ceaſeth fm 


anger, and delights to ſhew mercy, and to ſubdue fa 


c< 


for ever, as to Abrahgyz of old. 


XN AHUM, 
Againſt Nueveh. 


Chap. T He -prophet' declaring Gods Judgmenty 
Verſe 2. againſt Nineveh, the great City , hereby 
| is figured the execution of his wrath againſt finners; 
. for he viſiteth them ſharply, to deſtroy all the foun- 


dations of Sin , and of falfe peace in their hearts, 


that they may be ſound inthe Faith, and hate Sin for 
Ever. | 
Verſe 3. Here he declares that he is to his own 


people ſlow to anger, yet will not ſuffer any Sintg, 


' abide in them; therefore in rooting out of Sin in his 
people, he #5 great and terrible, as in whirlwinds, form, 
and tempeſt. 
' Verſe .4. By Sea, underſtand the bottomleſs depth 
of iniquity in mans-heart. By Baſan, and other Mou 
tains and Hills, the Earth, and the World, &c. undet- 
ſtand the high and haughty thoughts ariſing from his 
earthly Riches, and worldly Honour, all whickhe 
will deſtroy in his people , that, they may glory in 
nothing but in the Lord executing his Judgments 
faithfully againſt fin, and © 
Verſe 7. Shewing- abundant wircy to' thoſe that ſub 

mit under his Judgments. | 
g IG val 
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Verſe 3.” He amplifieth his Judgments , that* he 
Hill meerly conf off all that ſet themſelves againſt him, hi 
pays and ferunnts. | 
"Verſe 10. For he will- be ufito theut as Fire to 4 
heap of Thorns, or as puniſhment to one taken in his drune* 


henneſs. 


[© Perſe 11. There cometh one out of tle: thit mnagin- 
| "th evil againſt the Lord; By this underſtand a Hypo- 


crite that comes out of finful Nature , but makes 
profeſſion of worſhipping God, but his heart 1s 
not 1{0.- *. | . 
Verſe 12. Here the Lord comforteth his Church, 
that though Hypocrites be quiet and many, yet they 
ſhall be cut off; that js, though they feem to .jintend 
thee no harm, truſt them not, 1 will not ſpare them ;' 
- though I have affficted thee, it was for thy bene-- | 
f, #: 
+ Verſe13. Thou ſhalt be afflicted no more; for F 
will even now ' break. his ' yoke and bonds from off thee ;; 
to wit, as I have afflifted thee, ſo | witl now com- 
fort- thee, looſing the bonds of Sitan-and Sin. | 
Verſe 14. Here he ſpeaketh to the Hypocrite, that” 
jhe will deſtroy Hypocrifie, the Name of it ſhall be 
otterly aboliſht ; he wilt deſtroy all Images out of 
her place of Worſhip, ſo ſhall it be buriedas in a 
'grave, becaule it is vilc. 
* Perſe 15. And then thou ſhalt bear one pn»liſhing 
Peace upon the Mountains ;, to wit, pardon of fin. by: 
free Grace, 'which is Gods Mountain; therefore now 
$'? thy folemn Feaſts, to wit, rejoyce. and be gzd 
r God hath ſeparated thee from alt wickednefs, to 
be to himſelf faichful-and true , and to Ppaiſe his 
Name for ever. | "bo; | 
Chap. 2.Yerſe. 1. Here he derideth Nineveh, bid- 
ding her uſe al means of Defence, when he meant 
Xx 4 thak 
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r R : 

hat all was in vain; as.1ſaiab bids Hypocrites 
Holaters bring forth th.ir yo Reaſons TT. Fw 
Gods, uf any could kull a1d make alive, or comfort the af- 
ficed in heart ;, ſo here he ſhews that his Judgmay 
ſpare not Hypocrites and Idolaters ; for he bath 
ſtroyed all the Glory of Fudih and Iſrael, for they glorid 
in a thing of qught, and to do all that glory in any 
thing but the Lord and his. free Grece ; his Judp. 
ments empty them of all, of cheir vine-branches, tg 
wit,jtheir fruitfulneſs; their foield,even their ſtrength, 
. though their valiant m:nma kin ſcarlet, glorying in they 
walous, arg thur Chariots are like flames of- fire, ſmiſt 
and violent, the Lords Judgments are ſwifter to over- 
take them, and make thiir ſtrong men to umbley and 
open their rivers, and melt ther Palaces, and lead their 
Queen into Cajtivity ;, whereby is figured, diſcovering 
their—fountains of iniquity , diſſolviag 2ll things 


wherein they thought ta be fecure and honourable as, 
4n Palaces, and utterly deſtroying their Hypocriſie, 


which js as a Queen adorned with an outward glory, 
not within, as our Kings Daughter is, even true Re- 
ligion, the Bride of our King Jeſus ; thus by the de- 


ſtruQtion of any great and populous City, the $pi-'., 


rit of God figures unto us the deſtruCttion of Hypo- 
criſie, Which David calls 4 City, and ſhews the. great 


wickedneſs that is in the midſPof it, Pal. 55. Hence. 


by ſhewipgthe Judgments of God upon it, ſo great 
are the Judgments of God upon the Hypccrites, ay 
is manifeſt by our Saviour's denouncing woes fo of- 
ten upon the Scribes and Phariſees hypocrites 5, and as 
he compares their King, Queen and Sons to 4 Lion, 
a Liens , and their Whelps, beaſts of prey , fo arg 
hypocrites cruel againſt God?s People ; therefore 
_ our Saviour ſaith, God will bring upon that generation 
of Serubes, Phaaiſers, Hypeerites , all the blood of the 
4 A 
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mebteows; and ſuch are all but the People of God in 
dj Nations ; for ail profeſs a worſhip, but they ei- 
ther worſhip Idols, or the true God idolatroufly; 
therefore he brings Judgments for their wickedneſs 
won them, that they are deſtroyed ; buc the Jadg- 


gents of God figured thereby, is not the deſtroying 
of them, but of their Hypocriſie, that their Souls 
may be faved; therefore by ſpoiling their.”. Silver ,, 
ind their Gold, ang the glory of all thei; pleaſant veſſels, 
is figured pulling down all thar glorious outward 
ſhew of Religion ;, as 1/aiah faith, 'God will ftain the 


pride of all fleſkly Glory, and concluding, the woyce of 


thy Meſſengers ſhall be no more heard, he ſ1gnifieth 


thac 


when Hypocriſie is pulPd down,. and the Hypocrite 


converted, hg will no more hear thoſe Preachers 
te heard and eſteemed highly. before. 


that 


Chap. 3. Verſe 1. See how this: City anſwers to 


; | Hypocriſie. O bloady City ! for in ber is fourd' all the 


blcod of the Saints, full of lies ar.d robbery, deceit and 


{#le depart not from ber ſtreets, faith David. 


' Ferſez A multitude 14 ſlain, . dead bodies are many, 
what pumbers''of Martyrs: have ſuifered by her tor- 


ments ? 


Verſe 4. By the multitude of the mhcredems of 


' the 


pell-Favoured Harlot," thy Mftrefs of witchcraft, ſie 


ſeleth Nations, (he 15 ajTayed in purple and ſcarlit, 


aeck- 


«d with gold ard precious ſtones, and bath a gold:n Cup 
mher hand full of abominations and fornications, the 
Kings and all dwellers f the earth commit fornicatiogs 


ith her, ſaith the Diy:me, Who kth bewitched 
lath Paul. | 


Verſe 5. Beh:Id I came upon thee, ſaith the Lorggand 


you ? 


bill diſcover thy th;rts, and ſhww unto all thy filrbineſ; 


ma thy haze ; buy of - me white raiment, that thou 
keleathed, that the ſhame of thy n-k-dneſs da n 


ma' 
oft a p- 
pex>, 
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pear , faith God , to the hypocritical--Ghurg 
'. Verſe 6, 7. I will caſt filth upon thee, and make th, 
vile, and all that look, upon thee ſhall flee from th; 
her Plagues ſhall come upon her in one day, Death, 
Mowgning, and Famine., for ſtrong is the Lord i 
judgeth her, and the Kings that committed fornicain 
with her, ſhall lament ſtanding afar off for fear ifh 
Forments, | WH 
- Ferſe $. Art thou better then No ? By this he ſhem, 
that as other great Cities have been Hypocrites al 
J1dolaters like her, ſo they have ſuffered the like gyet 
Judgments, ſo ſhall it fall out with thee. 
Ferſe 13. Behold the people within thee are worn, 
to wit, taſily led into errors, they delight to have 


fair outſide,” they are alwayes learning , and neye| 


come to the knowledge of the Truth. 


Verſe 1.4. Herehe exhorts her to fortific her felfa] | 


ſtrongly as ſhe can, but in deriſion ; for he ſhem 
that when ſhe hath fortified her ſe}f, 

Verſe 15. There: ſhall the fire devour ber, andth 
Sword cut her off ;,"as Paul when he had ſtrengthened 


w] of 
| ap thei: 


himſelf with Letters from the High Prieſt, to perk ... 


cute the Saints, then. was he ſtricken blind, anda]. 


his power gone. : © | pn 12 | 
Verſe 17. Thy Princes and Captains are as Graſhi 
pers in the hedges, in the cold day} when the Sun ariſett 


they flee away, as our Saviour faith, They that rect þ 


the word as into ſtony. ground, receive it. with joy, ank 
bring forth fruit with gladneſt of heart ;, theſe areſiir 
outſide ſhining Hypocrites ; but when the Sun ſhit 
hot upon them, to-wit, when perſecution ariſethb+- 
* cauſe of the Word, they fall away, their great aſl 
mg glory is gone. 


Verſe 18. Thy Shepherds ſleep, to wit, Preachers! 


hypocritical Doctrine, they are dumb dogs, thy 


ar 
| wort bark, Th ? 


Pifficult Texts ini Habakkuk, 4&6 
Thy flrong men lie down ; they ſtand boaſting over 
in their tecurity, but when trouble comes, they 
xe ſtill. | | 
Thy people ere ſcattered upon the Mountains, even in 
the various forms of a high Religion ; but the Peo- 
of God will have no communzjon wirh them. 
Verſe 19. There 1s no healing of thy wounds, The 
Hypocrite will not become a true fervang. of God 
pithout utter deſtroying of that Religion which he 
hath, that he may begin with Lord have Mercy npor 
ow fiful firmer: All that hear the bruit of thee ſhall 
dep their hand over thee, to wit, all Gods People will 
royce that thou art confounded, hoping thon wilt 
ww become a true Chriftian ; for on whom hath not 
thy malice paſſed continually ? for the more the cru- 


| eky of the Hyporrice, the more faithful Miniſter will 
18] tebe to the Church when he is converted. 


A 4 —_— 


.. HABAKKUK, 
dup THe Prophet cries unto the Lord in the 
ferſe2. & Name of the Chutch, or People of God, 


a ſeeing. what cruelty the Hypacrite or carnal Pro. 


kſor uſeth againſt Gods People , wonder that he. 

woks not upon it to puniſh the wicked, nor tochelp 

People. | | 
Verſe 3. He ſheweth, that it is a ſorrow to him to 


"| fethe iniquity , violence and contention that are 


ad againſt the Servants of God. 

Verſe 4. And that there is no execution of the Law 
bethe help of the righteous, but wrong judgment 
8eiven, and the righteous are circumvented by the 
Micked | | \er/8 


An Expoſition of the 
Verſe 5. He calls the Heathen to wonder », 
ſtrange work of the Lord ; that he will raiſe wk 
Caldeans, « furious bitter Nation againſt his own 
ple of Iſrael. By a furious People, are the Judgmey 
of God againſt his People for ſin, commonly al 
beſt figured; and it is a great wonder to men, 
he will deal fo ſeverely with them whom he owns fy 
his own people; but Paz! ſhewgth the reaſon ; fir} 
becauſe every Child whom the Father loverh he chaſtiſeh; 
Secondly. To make them ſound in the Faith. 
Verſe 12,HavingJlaid out the fierceneſs of his July. 
ments by a f#r1045 Nation, and their mighty prepare 
tions for war,and their violent proſecution of it, her 
he ſaith, Art not thou of old, Q Lord, my God, my hi 
One; we ſhall not die > O Lord, thou haſt ordained thin 
far judgment, thou haſt eſtabiiſhid them for correltin, 
which is, as if he had ſaid, This hath been thy wg 
of old, to powr out ſharp Judgments upon us ; bit 
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ws ſhall notdie; for it is to teach us to feel the hur- 


den of our fins, and to correct us, that we may tur 
to thee, and love thee, and thou wiltfave us. 

Verſe 13.” Hereby we'kwow that thou art of purer y6 
than to behold iniquity ;, why holdeſt thou thy tongue whit 
the Hypacrites deſtroy thy people? - © 

Verſe 14. And makeſt thy ſervants ta be deſtrayeda 
the Fiſhes, or as creeping things that have no ruler to 
fend them ? | 

Verſe 15, Hypocrites 6atch thy people by cunning in « 
Net, and therein they rejoyce, they rejoyce over thy berk 
tage. | 


Yerſe 16.. And this their cunning to catch thy pet: 
ple, is their Religion, as it was Paul's Zeal to perk 
cutethe Church; and the more they can perſecite 
and ſlay , the more holy and zealous they accoult 
themſelves; this is their fat portion, 
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Difficult Texts in Habakkuk, 669 
Verſe 17. Therefore they ceaſe not, but rage more and 


Wres, 
Chap, 2.Yerſe 1. The Prophet ſheweth his reſolu- 
tion to wait upon the Lord for an Anſwer to the op- 
ſer. 
Fake 2. The Lord commandeth to write the Viſi- 
0n, which 1s to preach the Goſpel ſo plain, that he 
that runneth may read it; for though man cannot 
receive it yet, the time will come when he ſhall re- 
(eve It. 
Ferſe 3. Here is the reaſon rendered. why man 
cannot recetve it, to wit, becauſe he lifreth up bim- 
ſef ;, for the ingrafred Word that is able to ſave our 
fouls , muſt be received with meekneſs of Spirit , 
faith Paul; and Jeſus ſaith, Learn of me, for I am 


| meek, and lowly inbeart , and the Viſion or Goſpel is, 


The-juſt ſhall live by faith; for that pleaſeth God, 
and purifies the heart, and works all righteouſneſs, 
and great Miracles, for nothing is impoflible to him 
that believeth. | 

Verſe 4. By prond man, underſtand he that is proud 
of his Religion; for he is drunk, but not. with Wine, 
bit with his own proud Fancies and Conceits; for 
Solomon faith, There is more hope of a fool than ſuch 4 
me ; he bath enlarged his deſire as hell, to wit, to be 
eſteemed more religious than any man, as Paul, to 
outſtrip all his Companions , he gathereth to him all 
Nations, to wit, to be of his Religion ; as the Pha- 
nſees compaſs? d See and Land to make a Proſelyte. 

Verſe 5. Shithnot all theſe, to wit, Gods People, 
&ride him that will teach others Religion when he 
bath none of his own ? 
: Ferſe 6. How lgng ſhall that ſtand ? He lades him- 
ſelf with thick, Clay, towit, a Religion that is but of 


Verſe 


: + 
4 ' 


630 - AxEppoſitton of the 
Verſe 7, 8. Shall not. Gods Judgments overtal 
thee, and make thee feel them, and awake thee 
of thy ſecurity, and ſpoil thee that haſt deluded; 
thers, and deſtroyed Souls with thy falſe DoCtringy 
every Land and Ciry ? | | 
Verſe g. Ho be that coveteth an evil coveronſneſi y 
bu own houſe ;, as before he compared the Hypocij 
to a Drunkard, ſo he compares him here to a co 
tous mamy for it's the Hypocrite that covetetht 
ſet his Neſt on high, to eicape from all evil ; forks 
thinks there is no way: to efcape Hell, and Dey 
and. Judgment, but by exceeding high Zeal, ſtri 
Holineis, and zealcu; Religior: : 
Perſe 10. This his Counſel will be ſhame to bu onl 


beuſe, to wit, to his Soul ; for he is deceived, au|d 


eeſtruttion to many people ; for he deceiveth others; 
for there is no way of falvation for ſouls, nor glory 
to houſes, but by waiting meekly on the Lord. 

Verſe 11,12. For the ſtone and timber of the houſe mil 


ery tvo unto him that buildeth a Town with blood, and 


0 


the hea 


Ing in the'wiſdom of man, and. not in the power 


erefteth-a City by iniquity ; for this is the building of a |'#gert 
bloody and hypocritical City, even a Religion ſtands | | 


God, whoſediyine Power and Godhead are cleatly* 


manifeſted by the Creatures. 

Verſe 13. Bebold this is determined of God, that Hy 
poorites labour in this as in the very fire;, 10 7ealous ue 
they for very vanity; ſoarc they deluded. F 

Verſe 14, But the earth (to wit, the Saſnts of God, 
that account themſelves poor Earth-worms ) ſhalt # 
filled with the knon ledge of the Glory of the Lard, «4 tht 
waters cover the Sea. | 

Verſe 15. But wo 80 him that giggth his Nexughbut 
atink., aud maketh him druk that he may ſee his ſham, 
to wit, that allureth his Neigbour to a falſe nypo 
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critical Religion , and bringeth him to ſhame, that 
nows not the Lord. | 
WW 16. T hou glorieſt mm thatwhich ts t 


hy fname ; 


| |inefere the Lord will makg thee aſhamed of all thy 


, 
Verſe 17. Thecrnelty of Lebanon ; By Lebanon, un- 
&ſtand bigh and proud thoughts, .which make him 
uel,, or at leaſt unmerciful to the poor ;, and this is 
idreadful Judgment againſt him., that he hath done 
ailin.the Land and City. | 
w/ 18. What profiteth the Tmages ? All that a Hy- 
write hath , 1s but an Image or Likeneſs of _ | 


Ja, of God, and Chriſt, of Law and Goſpel , 


knows not the power of God, : wherein his Kingdom 


|caſifts ;. it is but a Lie and Deceit. 


Verſe. 19. Therefore wo to him that truſteth init ;, 
for though it be beautified as with Gold, there is no 


Ih in it. 


Verſe 20. But the Lord is in holy Temple, to wit, in 


»d'|tie heart broken for fin, that believes in him ; let aft 
hearth keep ſilent before him, for this is the Goſpel 


m the wiſe and prudent ; none knows it but 
j that have it, and it is bound up, and ſealed 


ly amgit them; for it is the Law and Teſtimony 
G ; 


Chap. 3. Verſe 1. By Jgnerances , underſtand, be- 


[eaſe none knows God, and his Word, and Ways in 


tath, bat they which believe in Chriſt ; for no man 
wth the Father but the Son, and he to whom the Sou - 
ralerh him ; therefore to pray for [gnorances, 1s tO 
Ma that Chriſt may be revealed in us. | 
Verſe 2. O Lord, I have heard thy voyce and was 
fraid. This is the Law that declares the wrath of 
bd becauſe of fin, and makes the ſinner afraid. O 
urd, revive thy work, in the midſt of the People, in the 
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642 © © An'Expolitionot the © | 
midſt of the years make it known , in wrath rememig | 09: 
. Mercy. This is the Goſpel ; for to revive; or quit | 
en, and to make known, and to remember Mey 
all belongs to Chriſt ; in :he mid/t of theieople. is 


? 


cauſe yery few are converted amongſt many ; ij | MF 


widſt of years, is, becavſe man muſt be condemn 
for Sin by the Law , before he receive Mercy h | 
Chriſt. | _ 
Verſe 3. God cometh from Teman, the Holy One frn | 

Meunt Paran, Selah. Thele Hills were near Mg 
Sinai , where the Law was given, which powreth at | F 


Curſe tpon all fleſh; therefore the Prophet adds $.| 


lah, as a Note of Joy; for when he comes fro 


Jidgment, he comes to ſhew Mercy; therefore | #® 


faith,. Hu Glory covereth the Heavens, and the Ear 
z5 full of his prasſe;, for when he revealeth Chriſti 
man, that is his Glory ; for by him he maketh mai 


of a Sinner a Son of God, and then will he praiſchy 
Name for ever. 
Verſe 4. Ard his Brightneſs was as the Light, td| iy 


T 
. 


wit, by Chriſt he gave Life and Light to his Peop! 
He had Horns coming out of his Hands; there was 
hiding of his Power, to wit, that all things thath6 


long to falvatien are hid from the wiſe of the worlg | #-- 


that none may-know them but thoſe his Babes to whoſ 
he reveals them by and in Chriſt. V 
Verſe 7. Before him went the Peſiulence, to wit, be- |; 


fore Chriſt be revealed ro man, theres. nothingil |, + 


him bur ſin, whereby men tafett one another : A 
burniag Coals went before his feet, to wit, the hotil- 
dignation of God againſt Sin revealed by the Law., | 
' . Verſe6. He: ſtood and meaſured the Earth, to Wh | 
diſcovered the iniquity of the earthly mind; Heb- 
hild, and diſſolved the Nations, to wit, by diſcover: i 
ing Sin, he makes all Nations to appear (infil, wu | 


Boe Word ( wherein.it is impoſſible that he ſhoul 


of of goodnels ; and the everlaſting mountains - Were 
ad havghty thoughts of the heart of man, which 
ancient, to wit, ever {ince Satan deluded our firſt 
grents,. and do continue for ever in the wicked, are. 
lowed and;broken, to'wit, theſe are his ways, and 

bave been, and ever ſhall be with all his People. 


: L 6 


ah Ages. 


| Hearſe 7: 1 jaw the Tents of Cuſhan'in affiitzon; and. 


tains of the Land of. Midian did tremble, to wit, 
ea hid their ſins, yet God will find them our, 
Wathem,. and make them tremble under his Judg- 


nents for fin. | 


m 


#187 Rrvers and Sea, underſtand fin flwing and. 
nding in mans heart. By riding upon his horſes 


| ad chariots of Salvation, underſtand his power and | 
jory ig, . Jeſus to deſtroy ſin, and ſanCtifie the 
[ _ 


.Herſe.g: Thy Bow was manifeſtly revealed, the Oaths 
the:T ribes, .a ſure Word, to wit, thy Covenant ; 
t Rainbow is a Sign of the Covenantibetwixt 
d and his People, that are preſerved from the 
od, -wherein he hach given his Oath and Promiſe 


Il) two immutable things, to aſſure the inheritance 
tb all the Tribes of 1/rael, the heirs of Promile. 


[hon d;dft cleave the Earth with Rivers, to Wit, thou 


Wes Vager to thy People, ot did{t retreſh thine in- 
tance when it was weary. | 
Ferſe 10. The Mountains faw thee, and fled, t0 
nt, every high thought of mans heart was brought 
ito ſubjection. The overflow.ns cf the waters paſſed 
, to wit, the flowing waves of mars wicked heart 
d away when God appeared in Fm The deep ut- 
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men and the ancient hills did bow, to wit, the high 


Verſe 8. Was the Lord diſpleaſed againſt the Rivers? 


y xered 


tired bis vojety and Bife wp bis bands 64 biyh; to 
rhati i lee» iſtreſs becdaſd of fin, mA Lark Ca 
to Got, | «di 
Verſe 11. The Sun and Moon flood ſtill intheir halt 
2:04, ro-wit, man ceaſed now to attribute any | 
rv them, but to give light on the earth, for mia [ls 
they were ordained ; Ar the ſhining of thine Amriti | wwi 
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they went ; at the glittering of thy ſpears, to wit, whe 
GoUts power is made known to man, then he kim 


that the brighteſt of the Creatures cati'd6 himnth 'F. 
* 14 


govd. | | 
' Verſt 12. Thoa didft march throngh the Landis 

dignation, thou didſt threſh the heathen in anger, t0Wk| ; 
bu didſt make both thy People 7/74el attd the. Nte 


en to know thy indiznation and anger againſt 58| pod 


and Sinners. : 
_ Verſe 13. Thou wenreſt forth for the ſalvation of þ 
Prople, even of thine andinted ('to wit, in the Mins 


{try of the Goſpel ;) thou worndedſt the head of tik| +3 


Houſe of the wick:4 , thin diſcovered rhe Foundatin| fl 


anto the tk; ( to wit, the Goſpel, which why ut | it, 
of life to erernal life to Believers , is alſo -a five 


of death to eternal death to unbelievers; for if nrnÞ wy 


feſts that they are like the' barren heath in'thew|bic 


dernefs, which though the Son ſhine, and Rain fall| 


feels no good; which is cavſe of great wonder att 
. terronr to mar, therefore he adds Selah. 

Verſe 14.T hou didſt ſtrike through with Bis Wo on 
the heads of bis villages, to wit, thou madeſt him now 
that his beſt or higheſt courſe was but a dwelling m| 
fin, by thy Judgments, which are his portion -h 


( to wit, the wicked ) came out as a thirlwind 10 deat | 


7.6 ( towit, the Church of God ) cheiv rejoycing # |'48: 
ro deſtroy the poor ſecretly. Joſ 
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Paſt ig- Tho 4idft walk in the 8ca with thy hotſe® 
"+ heap of gre waters , to wit, thou madeſf 
town thy power upon the wicked to diſcover their 


al} #3; Belly trewbled, rottenntſs enthid into my bots; 
wit, d, was convinced of my ſinfulneſs, and'dri- 
wt into terror by thi Judgments, which brought 
neto re:it i th day of trouble ; when ht comrh r6 
 profle” (to wit , finfiers, which live in ſecurity 
md careleſne!s ) he will invade them with hy T r0dpr;, 
towit, by his Dower to diſcover iniquity.” © 
\Jerſe 19. Although the Fig-tree ſhall jor bloſſoms, &c:; 
towit, although \ he wicked can do nothing that i 
potor well plating to God ; | 
Pawſe 18. Tet 1 Will rejoyte in the Lord, atd jey in 
i God of my ſalvition ;, his Grace ſhall fill rhy beate 
id niputh with his pratfes. 
«Perſe 1G. The Lord God is my ffrength ( hete is 
fif-denial ) he wil make my fect like H.nds feet (£0 
S bs ren the ways of his Commandments with 
Hefs)þ+ twill wake mb to walk upon my kigh places, 
wit, by Faith ifi Chtift, filled with joy and com- 
hitia believing. | | | 


ZEPHANIAH: 
Cp, 1." He Prophet here fignifieth , that firant 
=T pleaſerh himftlf with Riches or Plea- 
we, of Fottns of Religion be they hypocritical or 
blatro6us,, or proud Apparel, or any thing, till 
Gods day, to wit; till he ſhew his Power upon him) 


 & © 8 Verſe 


pit iniquity. So ONS 
#E Woen I heurd ( to wit, wy fins diſcovet- 


676 An Expoſition of the ... 
Verſe 2. And bring Judgment upon him for al; 

ways, therefore he will deſtroy all theſe thingsj 
that day. 

\ Verſe 3. Here he ſignifies,that he will fo confout 
man for his wickedneſs and Idolatry, that he i 
haye no peace in himſelf, nor comfort in the as 
tures. 

_ Verſe 4. Here he teſtifieth againſt his own Peogk 
that they worſhip. him as Baals, and not as jþ. 
therefore he will cut them off for their Idolatry, 
Hoſea 2 16. : G 
' Verſe 5,6. As alſo all other Forms of Relipia; 
for therein they turn back from the Lord, and do ng 
ſeek and enquire after him. 

V. 7: Here he bids all men be ſilent, for its the dayi 
the Lord's Sacrifice, to wit, when he will viſit minh 
for ſin, that every one ſhall be brought to ſuch'a ſigh 
Of his ſinful Nature, that he ſhall come to ſelf-deniz 
and offering up himſelf Body, Soul and Spirits: 
holy living Sacrifice, acceptable to the Lord. 

Verſe 8, g. *Thus will he bring down the highet, 
humble the proudeſt, condemn the covetous, bring 
to - 8 Was the violent, and the deceitful to upright 
neſs. 

Verſe 10. That day will bring all to mourning, 


ſtead of ſeeking riches, in every ſtreet, and upu| 


the hills, to wit, where their minds are lift incat- 
ceited holineſs, as Fiſhers, and other T radelines, 
even to the lofty Merchants. 


Verſe 11. For God will ſearch Feruſalem as wit 1 


Candles, to diſcover all their hypocriſie, 
Verſe 12. And bring Fudgment upon them thats 
ſetled in their own conceited righteouſneſs as Mut 


pon #ne Lees, who eſteem not of God, either tdit | 
.gard the zcod, or to puniſh the bad. 


Vaſe 


iman, 
in eve! 
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Verſe 13: Therefore he will deliver them and all 


%. | te have into the hand of their enemies. 


Verſe 14. Here he ſheweth that the day of the Lord 


4a hand: what manner of day's that ? he deſcribes 


it by many terrible expreſſions, but fuch-as none can 
tell what it is but they upon whom it hath heen ; but 


this it is , even when God applies his holy Law to 
|4nan, that ſearches heart and reins, and diſcovers ſin 


mevery ſecret parr, yea in every thought, that man 
isa very maſs of Sin, and all his thoughts, words, 
2nd deeds are altogether wicked, and the wages of 
fin is Death, and therefore he lies under Curſe, and 
Wrath and Condemnation, Oh, what a day of dark- 
neſs, of gloomy darkneſs is this! when he lies in 
this diſtreſs, and ſees no way to eſcape, his Teach- 
ers bid him obey the Law, and the Law is ſpiritnal, 
and he carnal, theſe cannot agree, they bid him re- 
pent, he hath an impenitent heart, they bid. him be- 


"| lieve, he hath an evil heart of unbelief; are they not 


miſerable comforters ? 

Verſe 15. Is not this 2 day of deſolation ? 

Verſe 16. Yea this is a day of Alarm againſt the ſtrong 
Cites ( tO wit, againſt his ſtrong Religion. whereby 
te hopes to be preſerved; ) And againſt the high Tow- 
re, even againſt his high conceits of Holineſs. 

Verſe 27. And I will bring diſtreſs upzn men , they 
hall walk as blind men, to wit, they ſhall be ſenſible 
dftheir blindneſs or ignorance of the ways of God ; 
their Blood ſhall be powred ont as duſt , and their Fleſh as 
in to wit, they ſhall be willing to ſuffer in the bo- 

whatever God pleaſeth, ſecking only the ſalvation 


of their Souls, knowing that fleſh and blood muſt: 


Not inherit the Kingdom of God. 


'| Verſe 18. «Neither their Silver nor their Gold gl be 
le to deliver them in the day of Gods wrath,” "it, 
THEY V-% 4 - 2F 
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from Hell bug only the free Grace of 'God in Jeſhy; 
far he bath wholly taken away the firſt Coveriant, the 
Cayenant of works; for ab mans works are _ 


- but 'Hypocriſie, for they proceed from a decei 
heart, therefore he hath made a riddance of them al a 
and he hathefſtabliſhed the latter Covenant, theCa 
vegant of Grace, abd that ſhall perform all; forir 
proceeds from a faithful Redeemer. | F 

Chap. 2. Verſe 1. Gather your ſebves,even gather yu 0 
Nation not worthy tobs beloved. The only way for men 
to gather themſclyes to the Lord, is to confeſs them: 
ſelves 2 {inful people, not worthy of the [eaſt of Gods 
—___ SR. L-0 
'  Verſe2. Before the Decree come forth , and his fun 
mrath aud anger come upon you, and ye be as chaſfthat 
paſſeth away, to wit, the Lord hath decreed that they 
That will not ſo-gather themſelves, but will confide in 
their own worthineſs, his wrath and judgment ſhall 
come 'npon them, and make them know thar they 
are as light as Chaff, even' lighter and vainer than 
vanity it ſel | + 

Verſe 3. Seek ye the Lord, &c. Here he exnorts the 
Pec Foc of God, that have known'the Judgments of 
God, which brought them to meekneſs , to ſtand 
Kedfaſt in the righreouſneſs of God, which is by Faith, 
that they may be hid in the day of the Lords wrath; 
for Chriſt is the ſure hiding place that hides from 
Wrath, and brings to Mercy. 

Verſe 4, Azzah (bal! be forſaken, Athlon deſolate, 
they ſhall: drive out Ekron at the noon-day, &C. 10. Wit, 
all Hy pocrites and 1dolaters ſhall find themſelves for- 
ſakengf God, deſolate of all his comforts, driven 
out: frglly his Mercies, and rooted out from all hopes 
ot 108, ,- ven the light of God ſhines bs 
Q.': | Fg eV. ate: 1 | M ' 4 TEC J 
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1; | them, a5 it ſhone about Pas!, brighier than the Sun ae” 


Verſe 5. By Inhabitants of the Sea-coatt,the Nation of 
te, Cherstbims , underſtand Profeſſors of Religign , 
bit dwellers in a Sea of wickedneſs, which David 
calls Floogs of ungodly men. By Canaan, the Land of 
ty Philiſtims, byattributing Canaas to be a Land of 
Anliftems, which was the Land of Iſrael, underſtand 
ſreel turned from the Worſhip of God into Idolatry 


ar Hypocriſie. 


by they that dwell in.a Sea of iniquity ſhall become 
Miniſters of the Grace of God, and Believers, as 
our Saviour figured himſelfby Shepherd, and his Beg- 
ple by Sheep. INLAND 

Verſe 7. This ſhews the ſame, and ſignifies no 0+ 
tier by that Coaſt, aud the Haoufes of Akelon , but 
wicked men and Idalaters, and by Fudab, the Peo- 
ple of GGad, and how they ſhall be converted by the 
viſitation of God, which is the Miniſtry of the Go- 
hel, 3s our Saviour ſhews, ſaying to Feruſalem, Oh 
th thew kneweſt the things that belong ta thy peace in 
ths day of thy viſitation ! 

Verſe 8. By Moab ard Ammon, winderſtand Hypo- 
frites, men profefling true Religion, as they did that 
which they received from their Father Zoggbut living 
0, their natural eſtate, which was Whoredom and 
lacaſt, therefore always bating and perſecuting the 
People of God. 

Verſe 9. Here is ſhewed their Converfion  there- 
fore by being «s Sodom &- Gomorrah he breeding of Nt- 
Hlerand Salt-pits, a perpetual d:ſolation, is figured the 


them ſee their Sin, and to be ſo exceeding ſinful, 
that they abhor themſelves in Sackcloth and Aſhes, as 
Yy 4 Fob 


Verſe E. This is a Promiſe of the Goſpel, wherex 


Judgment of God upon them, whereby he maketh 


Þ mere "" 


mz 


| Fob did, who*before- thought this integrity gs 


, ed by his own voyce, to wit, preached pRhrn 


as. + 


that he weuld ſtickto it for ever: - Ard by 
ſpeyling them; underſtand the Miniſters of the 
pel. which continually caft dewn all mans own 1j 
teouſneſs. 
thee, underſtand their joyning in the Faith. 

' Verſe 16. Hereby he ſignifieth that they ſhall kngy 
that all mans'own righteouſneſs w hereby he hates 
perſecutes the People of God, is from pride of h 
therefore Ged caſts him down, for he re 
proud, 4 

Verſe 11. Here-he ſhews plainly, that God aka 
known the terrors of his Law upon them whomke 
will: bring to his true worſhip by. the Goſpel , ſoke 
deſtroys all the Gods of the earth , to wit , everything 
that'man hath' confidence in ; " for Gold and Sik 
isa God to the earthly covetous mind. | 

" Veirſe 12. Here. he ſhews the converſion of the 
greateſt ſinners, which are: as fintul in Soul, as tie 
Mlorigns are black in Skin. 

"Jathe cloſe of this Chapter is ſignified the deſtty- 
Qion of Hypocrifie for ever, figured by Nineveh, a 
oreat, rejoycing, and careleſs City ; for Hypocris 
count their wiſdom and righteouſneſs very great, and 


rejoyce in it, and regard not the Word and Ways | 


God. 
Chap. 3. verſe 1. By a robbing City, underſtand glo- 


rying in their own wiſdom and ri \ghteouſneſs, whete- | 


by they rob God of his Glory. 
Verſe 2. She heard not the woyce, to wit, the voyce 
of God, which bres hs the Cedars of Lebanon, to wil 
pulldown the pride of mans heart. ' 
Verſe 3. The Wordof Ged, to wit, his Law, utter 


proceeds from one ſort of men to another, todif 
Coyer great iniquity in all, ſparing none, Pe 


And'by the remnant of b People poſſi | 
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"Verſs 4 Her Prieſts and Prophets are light : wicked 
gerſhns, they are not tonched with the' ſence of the 
fs which'they reprove; they pollute the Sanitary , 


towit, the Nanie of God or Jeſus, for that's the San- 
ftuary.of God to a believing Soul, and they ate un- 


clean, therefore they pollute all that they touch or 
meddle withal 3 They have wreſted the Law, to wit, 
they have turned it from Judgment, wherein it brings 
*l uader-Coffe,; to give peace to their ſouls for their 
obedience , though they are far from the ways of 


ce. | 
Verſe 5. Here he ſhews plainly that God in his ju- 
ſtice:difcovers ſin daily, but they are wicked, and 
willnot be reproved, 
» Ferſ.6: This ſagyesehit God by his Law diſcovers 
that all Nations;*# Towers, to wit, the high thoughts 
of mens hearts, all Srreets,to wit,the common ways of 
men in- Religion, and al Cities, to wit , all things 


| wherein man hopes for ſecurity,: are deſolate ; for 


there is n0 man of Ged among them, no Spirit of Truth 
to guide them. | 

Verſe 5. This was a way of God to take place 
with man, and bring him to the fear of God, that 
he might be preſerved ,, but they haſted to their own 


Days, to corrupt their minds. 


Verſe 8. Here he commands all to attend and yield 
themſelves to his determinate judgment. even that 


 allmay lie under bis wrath, as due to them for their 


fins. | 
Verſe 9g. Here he ſhews that this brings all toa pure . 


Language, to wit, to confeſs themſelves ſinners, and - 
God gracicus and merciful , and thereupon to pray 


unto- him, and truſt in his Mercies, for that 1s the 
fervice which he requires. 

Verſe 10. By the River: of Erhicpsa,is figured all the 
-* hs pleaſures 


63 Au Expobtiqn of the 

pheaſixe of Sinners; for by Erhiopiazs, which wn 
black in skin, is always ſinners figured, to (igpify 
the extenſion of Gags Mercy tq ſinful finnery, b 
Dag bter of my diſperſed, is figured Sinners, whoar 
_ from the ways of God by the prevaleng 

n. | 

Verſe 11. He ſheys how clearly he will take any 
both Sin and Shame. By not being proud of his Hy 
Afauntain, he ſhews that his free Grace will bri 
"them to trye humility, although Hypocritical Relj 
gion made them proud. 

Verſe 12, 13. Hence the People of God arspar 
in ſpirit, faithful and true, ſatisfied with Gods Myr: 
cies, and reſt in —_- . h " A 

Perſe 14, 15, Filled with: joy yn believing , that 
they ſhall not be condemned, en ſhall decein 
them no more ; for Jeſus their Lord and King is 
with them. _ 

Verſe 16, Therefore they fear not the Enemy, they 
are bold and couragiaus in the day of Trial; 

Verſe 17. For God fills them with joy, giving then 


to prevail mightily againſt all their enemies, even 


Satan and Sin. 

Verſe 18. Although jn his appointed time hechok 
them that were afflicted becgule of Sin, and reproad- 
ed by glarying Hypocrites. 

Verſe 19. And thoſe that halted, to wit, were (We 
fable of their owa weakneſs, and caſt out by meg, the 
Lord gives them honour before all Saints and Anggl 

Verſe 20. For he will deliver them from their Cp 
tiyity to Satan and Sin. | 


HAGGAL | 


Verſe 


15 ſign re 


R | piving v 
dg 


broken a 

Verſe « 
[hoe 
thing gi) 
of G . 
and peat 

Verſe 
the Peoph 
the Word 
they on! 
by Nat 
free Gra 
God; f 


i wn 
Verſe 


|  Pifſiouls Texts nUaggai: (3 


aHlggal. 


Verſe 2. B their ſaying, The time if 2a; Fone 


P. 


I that the Lords Houſe ſhould be built, 
ix fpured, How ready the hears of man is to delay 
zlving vp his heart wholly to God, for that is the 
bilo of the Lord's Houſe ; for he dwells in 2 
token ang contrite heart. 

Verſe 6. By the failing of Crops, ang of all tempo- 
ra] Btefſings to give fatis{gction, 'is figured , that no» 
thing gives fatisfaFion to mans Soul, hut the Grace 
Cot forgiving ſin, and filling the heart with joy 
and peace in beheving. Fd 

Verſe 12. By the Prince, and the High Prigſt, «and 
the People brought out of Captivity willing ta bear & obey 
the Word of the Lord by the Prophit, is figured that 
they only who know their Captivity to Satan and Sin 
by Nature, and their redemption from it by arg 
free Grace, do willingly hear and obey the Word, « 
God; for ( as Dagyd ſaith) be makes 4 willing people 
i Vw of his power. | 

Verſe 13, 14. Here is figured that nothing makes 
the heart 'of Gods Prople  chearfyl in ways of 
Truth and Uprightneſs, 2s the aſſurance of Gods 
Mefence with them; for @# his preſence 34 fulveſs of 
jy, faith David. — 
Chap 2. verſe 3. In this Chapter is holden forth a 
Myſtery, that their eyes who. did: ſee the Temple 
that Solomon built, did ſee that this Temple which 
they now built was nothing unto it, yet the glory of 


this.latter ſhall be greater than of the former. 


| Verſeg, Therefore hereby is figured a Temple 


684. 
which is not ſeen with eyes, not the work of 
not known by the wiſdom of man; a ſtrange Tenyj 
ſurely ! what Temple is that ? The Sout of a Sings 
made the Temple of the living God : O joyful new 
ſhout for joy ;, yes the redeemed of the Lord ſhall comy 
Zion with joy, crowns of joy and everlaſting rejoin 
pon their heads : But how ſhall this be ? 4 
Verſe 4, 5. 1 am with you, and my Spirit remaint, 
among you, fear not ;, it ſhall not be your work, by 
mine, it ſhall not be corporal, but ſpiritual, fs | 


An Expoſition of the |... 


will ſhake once more the Heavens and the Earth, &. 
This once more, ( ſaith the Apoſtle to the Hebrew, ) 
fgnifieth the removing of all things that may be ſhaky, 
as of things that are made , that things which canntth 
ſhaken may remain, to wit, that nothing may be aſt 
to mans Soul, but God, and 'his unchangeable Mer. 
Cies. 
Verſe 12,13, 14. Again , Examine your ſelyes\y 
the Law, and you will be found an unclean Peopl, 
and therfore every work of your hands, and alltha 
you offer is unclean. Therefore this glorious Tem: 
ple that I ſpeak of, and all your worſhipping andof- 
ferings in it, ſhall not be your work , for then it 


would be unclean'; if you lif: up four tool upon my Al | 


tar, you defile it ;, I will mate you new Creature 


your ' worſhipping new , you ſhall worſhip in ſpirit 


and truth ; your offerings new, you ſhall offer 
more vain Oblations, as Beaſts, and Birds, wheſ 
blood cannot take away fin; but you ſhall offer your 


ſelves, -body, ſoul and ſpirit, a holy and acceptabk 
. Sacrifice through the blood of Jeſus, which cleanſed 


you fromall ſin, and rendreth your ſouls a moſt gl 
rious Temple unto the Lord. | 


ZECHh 


"i 
* 
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ZECHARIAH 


Verſe 8. Y Horſes red, ſpeckled and white , are 
B fignified the Miniſters of the Word ; the 
1d figuring the ſinful condition of man by nature. 
Verſe g. The ſpeckled diſcovering mans various in- 

rentions to hide his fins, and ſeem righteous. ' 
Yerſe 11. The white figuring the Grace of God, 
which cleanſeth all by the blood of Jeſus, and the. 
Miniſters of Truth find all by nature careleſs, vtting 
in ſecurity, and forgetful of God. © "Re. 
Verſe ito. By Horns, is figured the power and. 
wiſdom of man ; for mans truſting therein fights 2- 
zainſt God, and confidence therein deſtroys the peo- 
pleof God. _, 
Verſe 20. By Carpenters or Builders ,' underſtand. 
Miniſters of the word of Truth , which while they 
build up man upon the Grace of God, and Faithin 
ſeſus, they deſtroy all the confidence of man in his 
own wiſdom and righteouſneſs, together with all his 
Luſts and fleſhly AﬀeCtions. | 
Chap. 2. Verſe 1, 2. By this Meaſurer, underſtand a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel ; and by Feruſalem, true Be- 
lievers ; for they are meaſured diftin&tly according 
to the height, and breadth, and length, and depth 
of the love of Ged, which paſſeth knowledge; for 
tiey are the childien of Gced?s Love, but the world 
knows them not, but hates and perſecutes them, as 
they did their Lord Jeſus; again, they are meaſnred 
tothe ſtature of a man in Chriſt, in him they live to 
God, and die to the luſts of the fleſh, and vaniries 
and follies of the world ; in him they live to righte- 
\ ouſnels, 


686- An Evpolibion of the 
Onſneſs, and die toſin, in him they enjoy all ſtrengy 
and fulneſs; in themſelves nothing but deathyy 
weakneſs. IK | W 
Verſe 4. By Feruſaler UTET. ithabited as Town: wi 
. out walls, underſtand that ſhe ſhall not be defeny 
by any power or wiſdom of man, but by God alay, 
thetefore he ſaith, 7 will be a wall of fire rotnd dig 
ber, and the glory in the midft of btx ;, tor its fire thy 
defends the, People of God from all their enemin; 
for it burns upall.their fins and lufts, which arether | ; 
enemies, and tv have Gods preſence in their ſouls ig- 
ſtead of thele, is theit Glory. David ſhews thi, 
ſayings WW ſoup dwell with rvtrlaſting bartings ! 
By multitude of men, underſtand Converſion of Git 
tiles ; by multitude of Cattel, which are tempdtal, 
Bleſſings, underitand ſpiritual leflings, wherein thie 


Believers (hall, abound through Chr 
Perſe 6. Ho, ho; here is a Call, accordiing tþ 
that of St.. Paul, Awakg thou that ſleepeit, ſtand y 
fromthe dead; for by the North, where Iſrael wit 
ut captivity, is hggred gs captivity to ſing white 
tie lies in acold, frozen, dead eſtate z for Northit 
Lands are cold and frozen. By the Lord ſcnttering 
them, underſtand giving them up to a ſente of: tlikr 
ſins, .. | | 
Verſe 75. Deliver thy ſelf, O Zim: By Zion, is 
gured, with whom Ghrift her Deliverer is alway 
preſent. - By dwelling with the Datghter of Babylon, 
gnderſtand living, in the body ; for whilſt wr eres 
home inthe Body, we are abſent from the Lord; as Pal 
th. 

Verſe 8. By after the Glory , underſtand, after | 
| have diſplayed my Glory upon you , or reveake 
Chriſt in you, and called you by the Goſpel. 
Verſerg. By ſpoyling their ſpoilers, and ſiting ar 

| an 
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. | and:8pets cher, underſtand deſtroying Sin in them, 


ad givitg them victory over Satan, Sin, Hell and 


«7 | Death. 


Verſe to, Here he calls them to rejoyce in this de- 
lverance, which ſignifiech that it will 6ll their hearts 


j | with Joy. 


Verſe 11: Here is a Prophecy of the Call of the 


| Gentiles, or the Converſion of man , whereby his 


nebteouſneſs ſhall not Rtand jn his own actions, but 
in Gods preſence with then in Chriſt, whom he fent 
16 them = 

Perſe 124 By Fudah and Feruſulemw, -is always fi- 
zired the Eleft or Chutch of God. Byihe holy Land, 
offerfiand Faith in Chriſt k for thereby we deny our 
ves, and give up our Rlves to God, and hereigns 
OVer/Uus. | 
yſe 1g: This pats all Wiſdom and Ways of 
the Fleſh, all Reaſon, and-whateyer is of man to f6- 
knees for'it hath _ to doin thiswortk, God 
doth'all hirnſelf in Chriſt by his holy Spirit. 

Chap. 3. Verſe 1. BY Foſhud, underſtand any or eve- 
ty of Gods Elect ; by his Banding before the Autel 
if the Loyd, underſtand his being called to the know- 

of Chriſt ; for before that, man lives in dark- 

$, attd hides himſelf from every appearance of 

God. By Satan's being ready to reſiſt tim, wnderſtand 

bagn ſtriving in all-luſts of the Fleſh, vanities of the 

World,carnal Wiſdom and formal Religion drawing 
Man from Chriſt. | 

Perſe 2. By the Loyd rebuking Satan ,, underſtand 
Clift deſtroying all the works of Satan in man, rd 
wit, crucifying the Fleſh , mortifying the earthly 
Mind, confounding mans Wifdom, diſcoveting the 
righteouſneſs of his holy things, making the Soul 
"holly deſolate, that it- may be comforted and _ 

y 


688 An Expoſition of the .. . 
by him alone. By being a Brand pluck out of thy fy 
underftand redeemed by Chrift, the ſtrong A:may 
deep wiſdom of God. ; 
Verſe 3, 4- By Joſhua being cloathed with pllthy. Gy, 
ments, underſtand man either in his natural Luſty, v 
in his acquired or invented Form of Religion, whig 
ts Hypocriſie and Idolatry, for all that is of, man; 
hithy. | f 
Verſe 5. By a fair Mitre, underſtand the Lord |p 
fus ; and by Garments, all the fruits of his Spirit, 
Vi erſe To By walking in Gods ways, underitand ba, 
heving.in Chriſt ; by keeping his Charge, underſtand 


paingpachiogrith Faith in Chriſt ; for if-Cirrun 
eifion be joyned, Chriſt willnot.profit them y; if thy 
ſeek to be/juſtified by the Law, they are-fallen froy 
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Grace; if Aaron's Sons bring in wild Fire, thq| tommu 
muſt be deſtroyed. By judzing bis Houſe, nnderſtan] gich ar 
diſcern betwixt true Righreouſneſs and Hypocriſe1] eiv in 
By keeping:his Courts, underſtand keeping out all Bl firful 


pocrites , -as. the ſhaken Sword in the hand! of 
Cherubim, - that turns every way to keep the w 


I 


the Tree of. Life, all which is no other:but a til per ave 
Miniſter preaching Salvation only to Believers, all] arried 


caſting out the Hypocrite with all his carnal, form 
legal Religion, Zeal, and Devotion; by giving by 
place towalk among theſe, underſtand that this faith 
ful. Miniſter is an Angel of the Church, placed amgg 
the Lords heavenly Angels. $ 

Verſe 8. That Joſhua and his Fellows are men wondnl 


#;-is-the ſame which the Lord Jeſus ſays, 7, andiM| 


Children whom thou haſt given me, are a ſtrange thu 
both the Houſes of Fudah and Iſrael. They that Þf 


feſs Religion after the Letter, know not whatÞ || 
make of them that worſhip in Spicit , but at B| 
they conclude them to be Hexeticks. 


\oſ 


. Verſe gs And. this becauſe God brings forth the 
arch, even the Lord Jeſus, and lays him for a Cor- 


{ | jer-ſtone, even a ſure foundation to all the Build- 
\ | ing; . By ſaying, #poi the Stone ſhall be ſeven eyes, it 


jpnifies thac the eyes of all Gods People ſhall be up- 
0 ſeſus, as /ſaiah faith that ſeven Women ſhall takg 
hold of one Man; for ( as I have often ſaid) ſeven 
fpnifles no determinate Number, but a perfect Num- 


-|bxr, or the whole Number of thar it relates to. 


By ſaying, I will engrave the engraving thereof, un- 


+ ferftand 1 will reveal ſeſus in their Souls; for that 


the day when all iniquity will be removed; for it 
{he that deſtroys the works of the Devil. L 


_ Verſe io. By every one calling his Neighbour knacr 
frog] ih Vaxe and winder the Fig-treb, is figured the fiveet 
1] Communion which Chriſtians have in conferring one 


fith another concerning Jeſus the true Vine; and 


1 heiv ingrafting into him by the Father, and all the 


| xd 
[oem 


| fuitfulneſs and comfort they have in him. This 1s 


_ to them than Figs. 
p. 4 Verſe 1. By the Prophet being awaked ai 4 


| fan oe of ſleep, is [ignified that mans Mind is wholly 


uried away fromthe Word, if it be not awaked by 
itrvue Miniſter of the Word, which is ignihed by an 
thgel. | | | ; 
"Ferſez: Here isa Viſion; 4 Candleſtick, all of Gold, 
hich is the Lord Jeſus ; therefore when he is asked 
= things be ; he anſwereth, 7 wv 
Verſe 6. Not by might, nor by power, but by my Sp: - 
tu, Jath the Lit: Gr when Ts manifeſted, Pl 
fit might and power of man is wholly taken away, 
ad the Spirit of God is given to be the whole guid- 
© of his Church. And by tht: ſever Lamps is figu- 
the Holy Ghoſt, which is ſometimes called rhe 
Spirits of Ged, becauſe _ perfectaelſs in Co- 
Z ing 
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ing the whole will of God ; and bythe ſeven Pi 
anto the Lamps, is figured the perfeCt conveying 


the fulneſs of God in Jeſus by his holy SPIrit, wh | j 


all people. oa 
LV 3.'By the two Olive-Trees, which he ſays,v:1,m 
| the rwo anointed ones which ſtand by the Lord of the wh 


a 
*s 


Earth, underſtand the Law and the Goſpel, by wig] 


his Juſtice is powred out againſt Sinners, atdhi 
Mercy to Believers, which is the golden Oyl. 


Verſe 12. And the Pipes are the faithful Miniſtn| 


_ of the Word, which are faid to be ſeven, for they 
perfeCtneſs, andro be two, for their twofold A. 
miniſtration%' fer he preaches not the Word of Gd 
aright, that preacheth not both judgment to mani 
the Fleſh, and mercy*to'the humbled Sinner, as$ 
mon (aith, Bread for Children , and the Scourge forth 
Fools back. | 
Perſe. By oreat Mountam before Zerubbabel, w- 
defſtand all the wiſdom and righteouſneſs of ma, 
whereby all Hypocrites oppoſe the Doctrine of fre: 
| —_ as the Phariſees oppoſed Chriſt, who 1s here 
figured by Zerxbbabel. 

; Verſeg. Itis he that brings forth the Head-ſtone, 
and itis he whole hand have laid the Foundation, and 
whoſe hands alſo do finiſh it ; and by him aliom: 
know the true Prophets whom God hath ſent, fron 
the falſe. © 

. Verſe 10. And it is he by whom the Day of ſmal 
things are not deſpiſed ;.for by him we learn tor 
meek and lowly in heart, who otherwiſe areproul 
and haughty ; and it is he in whoſe hand we ſee tit 
Plummet, with thoſe ſeven, to wit, eyes of the Lotl, 
or perfect ſight that God hath given us to underſtad 
how by our Lord Jeſus righteouſneſs is laid totit 


plummet, and all the whole earth is found empeh 
YOIL, 
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v6id;; and) waſte, to wit, all the righteouſneſs of 
man is found too light (as Belſhazzar was) although 
it pretend to be obedience to the Word 'of God, 
both Law and Goſpel, as he preſumed to drink in 
the. Golden Chalices that belonged to- the Lord's 

oule. 
: Chap. g- verſe 1. By a flying Roll [7 exceeding large, 
mderſtand the Law of God tally opened in the faith- 
fil Miniſtry of the Word. | | 
- Verſe 2. Where it is not Precepts and Lines, Rules, 
Leſſons and* InſtruCtions to teach- man what to do, 
and what to-avoid ; 

Verſe 3. But it is a Curſe extended over 2ll the 
Earth,” to fall upon every 'man, becauſe all have ſin- 
wed, and fallen ſhort of the Glory of God; and to dil- 
cover every-man to be a thiet on the one hand, to 
wit, in his natural eſtate, ſtealing Life, Health, Peace, 
Joy, Light, Strength, and good things from aad by ' 
the Creatures or created Abilities, which he ſhould 
have from God his Creator, and ſo rob God of his 
Glory. - 

Verſe 4. So it diſcovers every one a falſe ſwearet 
onthe other hand, to wit, in his profeſſion of Reli- 
zjion, becauſe he makes mention of the Nzme of the 
Lord, but not in truth nor in righteouſheſneſs ; for 
they make both the Law and Goſpel conditional and 
partial, that 'neither the Law ſhall condemn all Re- 
probates, nor the Goſpel ſhall fave all the Elect, but 
all muſtbe according to mans work, not according 
tw God's purpoſe and counſel of old, niot according, 
to his free Grace in Jeſus, and his great Love to 
man, FILA 
Verſe 5. Here follows anothec Viſion ; 4- Meaſure 
call'd an Ephab, ſignifying that all our wiekednels is 
meaſured by the Lord , though it appears unmeaſu- 
"Co rable, 
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able, when it is diſcovered in the heart of' manic, hy for 
nitely wicked. | Perſe 2 

Verſe 7. Andit is ſct in the midſt of the Ephab Weovery 
the likeneſs of a woman, becauſe wickedneſs Fl there 
luſtful AﬀeCtions, as a woman doth, becauſe amy he earth 
man is ſtrong in affeCtion, and weak in judgment, Verſe ; 

Verſe $. And by, the Lord caſting 4 heavy Lud rryof th 
weight upon it , underſtand the Miniſtry of the Go | Verſe 3 
ſpel, whereby Bleſſedneſs is adminiſtred to Gol | F Gad i 
Couple, whoſe 113quity God hath covered ( as Dail Verſe 6 

ews. ) | | 

Verſe 9. And by two Women that came to carry it oy 
away, underſtand Mercy and Faithfulneſs, wherein |jycauſe t! 
Gd eſpouſeth his People to himfelf ; for therebyht|q yato | 
burieth their ſins in the grave of Obliyien for every [4m he « 
for he will remember them no more, as he faith by ved wy S; 
Feremiah. And by having the wind in their wings, ui Verſe 
derſtand the Word of God gave them ſwiftnels td |ye mixt 
carry away wickedneſs from his People. By theit.|4 God | 
Wings being like the Wings of a Stork, , underſtand | the 
ſtrong and making a great noiſe; for the. heart &> |qnoand 

man turn'd from iniquity to the fear of God, gives | gb is li 

. Its report throw all the Earth. By lifting wp the Epbet | qthe Sc 
between theygarth and heaven, underſtand the diſcove- | yſF, 
ing of ſin to make it hated of Men and Angels. . | |ghy rh 

Verſe it. By the Land of Shinar, underſtand Luſty |yfpyre 


Pride and Ignorance of God; for all iniquity hath dehio 
its rife from theſe, they are its Baſis or Foundatiol, | pſp 
and S:at for ever, andthere muſt it be placed by the [yl Jeſy 
Truth and Mercy of God, that his People may W, |&d bu; 
freed from the deceit and contagion of it for ever. + {ſoul 

Chap. 6.verſe 1. Here by a Viſion of four Coarith | Pirſe 
with varions coloured Horſes , is holden forth the vati- Jwefgy 
ous Adminiſtrations of Gods Spirit. By their com, Jud pri 


out from between two Monntains of Braſs, A 
8 


or 
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; |the ſure and unchangeable Counſel and Purpoſe: of 


| Yerſe 2. By the Red or Bay Horſes, is ſignified the 
® |afcovery of all ſins and lJuſts of all menin the earth, 
\ | ad therefore they ſeek to go to and fro through all 
* [he carth, and are commanded fo to do. 
Verſe 7. By Black Horſes, is ſignified the diſco- 
[ery of the deadneſs of men in fin by nature 
| Yerſez. And by the Whzte is ſignified the Mercy 
 |if Gad in Jeſus toquicken them. 
Yerſe 6; Therefore the Black are ſaid to gg out 
-|iw0 the North Countrey, which figures men in a cold, 
'#\fozen, dead eſtate, and the White to go after them, 
Ul |txcauſe the Mercies of God in Jeſus are only preach- 
4 vato them that ſee themſelves dead in fin, and 
gem he quickens, Therefore he ſaith, They have quj- 
by ted my Spirit in the North Countrey. © | 
W-| Yerſe 8. By the Griz/edis figured Hypocriſie ; for 
t0]he mixt Colour ſignifies their mixing of the Grace 
el'1q& God with the works of man; and cherry going to- 
ol | af the South, ſignifies their profeſſion of worſhip- 
of jngand rejoycing in Jeſus the Sun of righteouſheſs, 
'3 |ghois life and light to the Soul of man, as the Sun 
Mi dthe South is to the Creatures of: the Earth, 
4 | Foſ#g. Here is another Figure preſented ; where- 
»bi'by chem of the Captivity that are eome from Babylon, 
it, gured the fervants of God redeemed from their 
Ki wtivity to Satan and Sin. | 
,, | Ferſe 10. And by Foſhua the High Pricfh, is ſigu- 
he 0 Jeſus, whoſe Name is the Branch, and who in- 
*, {&d builds the ſpiritual Temple of the Lord, even 
fouls of his People; and | 
th | Pirſe 12. Bears the Glory of God, as he was be- 
« : y_ by Zerubbabel, heCauſe he is both King 
| rieft. | 


he 


AE: Verſe 


A 
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77 Verſe 13, And the Crown ſhall be ſet on his head, wave thei: 
be ſball fit upon the Throre, andthe? Counſel of peeceful tan the | 
be with him, as between them beth, for his. Governny Verſe; 
ſhall be a Government of peace ;, fer he ſhall not break [{royed- 
bruiſca Reed, nor quench the ſmoking Flax, nor canſily | Verſe 4 
voyce to be heard mn the ſireetst, and his Service ſhall [hem ;, ft 
only peace-offerings in that day y, for peace ſhall} world: 
proclaimed in his Name to them. that are” near ay[jiey ſee 1 
far off. | Verſe 
Verſe 14. And the redeemed of the Lord (ball hy rectatiOr 
Crowns, for a Memorial that they are not redeere[ſing 101 
by their- own power or wiſdom, . but. by his fix] Verſe 
Mercy, +. _. | [ile of 
 Verſei5: And many ſhall be converted, and ſpl 4 mt the | 
ligently ovey the voYy.e of the: Lord their "God. . For C Verſe 
they obey ) ſhould be Tranſlated, ſeeing that thtyh|{erſtand 
obey ;, for the redeemed do certainly.obey, becauk|yhereby 
they are led by his holy Spirit. _  » pure Ve 
- Clap 75, This Chapter and the 8th: have'no Myſts|Governo 
ty, only what he ſaith of mary Nations and ftrong feeb[eign vi 
ing:to the Lord, and ter men taking hold of the in| iny1as 4 
of 4 Few," is a Prophecy of the Goſpel which muſt x|klbly-v 
Preached-toall, and whereby, alone many ſhall be con-|thens t 
verted ; audby Fraying before the Lord, is Faithfigur| 1#erſe 
feds; for .ogly byFaith ins Chritt is man inthe pre-| ſand hi 
ſence of God,. for God and Chriſt are never ſp#|yterſt 
Tated=*: Fg OG * |  [00s,, 
Caap. g. ver/e 1. Here igthe Goſpel preached; fu] tat is. 
by F«:dep, istigured the work of. Regeneration, bt-| wy-fr: 
cauſe its:a burden to-the fl:ſhly mind either of Ja] lth { 
or Geita;e ro-have. their eyes turned from' all catudl|flp. 
Plea{ures, and tempgxal profits unto'the Lord, Þ |#Ver/ 


_ © ſeek afrer: erernal enjoyments. | figured 


. Verſe 2. As for them that are.\wiſe, to have their | ter an 
* wiſdom confounded, and them that ago" ed of \Fer) 
| 4 are | 


of 


wag; ? 


c«f[jan the Mire of the ſtreets. 
wm | Verſe. And all men to have their power de- 
eath [ſroyed: | | | 
aoſi; |Yerſe 4. And the Fire of Gods wrath to. be upon 
halls [hem ; for this will make even the moſt heatheniſh. 
halls Jrworld ly mind to fear, and be very ſorrowful when 


Ir and they (ee 1, 


Verſe 5. And they ſhall be aſhamed when their eX-, 


| bey[jecation is found to be in vain; and neither, the 
ecthed[ King nor the chief City can elcape this Judgment; 
$ free] Verſe 6. By « Baſtard,underſtand man that is ſenſt- 
[ile of his ſioful Birth by nature; for God-wall calf 
«1 4[ot the proud he2theniſh mind,and plant.him in. 
r (| Verſe 7. By raking away blocd and abomination, un- 
btyd|terſtand to pardon his fin, and (anctifie his Soul 
caukſyhereby he ſhall-go through the fiery trial, and be a 
Jure Veſſel for the Service of- God; and by being A 
fits] Governour 14 Fudah, underſtand that his Soul ſhall 
fetb}rtign with God among/his People z, and by. Ekror be- 
ohm| ns 4 Febuſte,; underſtand rhat his fleſh, and all 
[ts feibly. ways and works are but.as the ways. of Hea- 
cop-|thens that know not Gad. © EW: --5-3 | 
gu} Ferſe 8. By Gods camping about his Houſe, under- 
pre-| (and his, preſerving his People ; and byke-drmy, &c. 
| Witerſtand,, becauſe Satan with" Armies, of tempta- 
 [tons,. and the world, that paſſeth by , and the fleſh, 
ir] that is always returning upon the Believers, that he 
be- | y-free them from ail their oppreſſors, becauſe he 
p hy ſeen their neceſſity of his daily preſence and 
0 |FYerſeg. Here he calls the Elett to joy, who are 
- ['gared by Zion and Jeruſalem, and ſhews the man- 
i] kr and. coming of Chriſt. 
. \Verſe 19. By cutting off the Caariat , 41d Horſe and 
1 


» 
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d, &y|yve their Silver and Gold to: be no more to them * 


Lt 4 Baitle-bo'w, 
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Battle-bow, underſtand all power of man, thaty| 
may cruſt in the Loxd only. By ſpeaking peace teth 
Heathen, underſtzud pardoning, fin; and by bj 
his dominion from Sea to Sea, wuderſtand ſubduingy 
that is of fleſh and Juſt, or power or wildomy 


man. ; 
- Ferſe 11. This fignifies that Sinners are only ful; 
redeemed by Jeſus from all the power of Satan wi 
Sin. | | | 
Verſe 12. Thus he calls man to look only to Jeſu, 
who is the ſtrong Rock; . for he will bring doubl 
comfort above all mans expeftations. . 
*. Perſe 13. Here he ſhews the-effects of Faith, tht 
thereby mans heart ſhall be wholly bent to the way 
of God, and to refiſt the Eyſts of the fleſh, which 
15 figured by being againſt the Sons of Greece, and mate 
able to Qvercoie as a mighty man doth by his ſword. 
Hence to the end, is holden forth the preſence, and 
power, and glory, and goodneſs of God by Jeſus, in 
. £01 with hyyPeoplg by divers Similies. | 
' Chap. 10. verſe 1. Here the: Prophet exhorts the 
People of Gad roask all things of God ; for that is 
the life of Faith, 0548 | 
Verſe 2. Here by Idols.and Diviners, underſtand 
_ falſe, Texchers; that tezeh men to walk in holitie, 
and expe all Bleflings from thence ; which maniſeſt 
that they are no true Shepherds, they lead not {0 
preen Paſtures ana calm Rivers. £ 
Perſe 3. Here he ſhews that the Lord is diſpleaſed 
with ſuch Teachers, and puniſheth them that hear 
them, whom be calleth Goats ; ſignifying thereby, 
that they are not Chriſt's Sheep, for then they wonil 


not hear ſuch Teachers, for they are ftrangers toth - 


- Tcuth. F# viſiting the Houſe of Fudah , wnderſtanl 
 Teyealing t -e Lord Jeſus in his Elect ; for that's the 
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thing that belongs to their peace in the day of their 
viſitation, and that which will givethem ſtrength in 
the hour of temptation, to be as couragious as a 
horſe in Battel. 

Verſe 4- By Him, underſtand Chriſt, who. is the 
Corner-ſtone, and the Nail whereby we are fixed in 
the Truth} and the Battle-bow, by which we over- 
come our Souls enemies4- and out of him riſeth eve- 
ry Oppceſfor ; for we are hated and ſlain for his 
Names fake. 

Verſe 5. Here is firſt deſcribed.the victorious con- 
queſt of all Believers over their ſpiritual Enemies, 
and that only by Chriſt, who is their Immanuel, to 
wit, God with them. ” 

Secondly, He ſhews that all Hypocrites, to wit, 
profeſiprs of the righteouſneſs of works ( whom he 
calls Riders on horſes ) becauſe they truſt in their own 
wiſdomand righteouſneſs, ſhall be confounded. 

Hence he declares again his mercy to his people, 
whom he calls che Houſe of Fudah, and Foſeph and E- 
phraims, not meaning thoſe Tribes, but Believers ga- 
thered' ont of all Nations ; ſo by the Sea, and its 
paves, and the aceps of the Rivers, and Pride of Aſſy- 
144," and Seepter of Egypt , is figured all the great 
wickednes, deep deceitfulneſs of mind, pride of 
heart, and glory of man that ſhall be overcome by 
Chriſt ; for they are the works of the Devil. 

Chap. 11. Verſe 3. Here is firſt the preaching of 
theLaw to diſcover Sin, and bring man under the 
Curſe and Wrath of God for by bigh Cedars, and 
fSroug Oaks, and tall Fir-rrees , is always figured the 


" pride of mans heart through ſtrong confidence in his 


Holineſs 3 
Verſe 2. Which are all caſt down when God diſ- 
covers the unrighteou ſneſs of his holy things, which 


) 


muſt 


wk be done before man know any thing of the Gy, 
ſpel; and then falſe Teachers will rage; whichis 
hgured, , | Py 
Verſe 3. By the howling of Shepherds, and roaring 
of young: Lions, becauſe all their Doctrine is confound: 
ed;z; which he calls their Glory, and pride of Fordan ; 
for all men in the wiſdom of the fleſh do glory in it 
and are filled with pride. | 
. Ferſe. 4 Here is holden forth the Miniſtry 
of the Goſpel, which is the food of the Sov) 
of *trae;Believers, whom he calls the flock, of laygh- 
rer ;-for they are ſlain all the day long for the Lord 
Teſvs Names fake; for falſe Teachers do hate an 
perſecutEthem-; whom he calls 
Verſe 5- Therr Poſſeſſors ;for that they were taupht 
bythem till the Lord manifeſted his Truth to them; 
and delivered them;ont of their hands:;. and he ſhews 
that theſe Teachers glory that they-are rich, to wit, 
in wiſdom. and righteouſneſs, wherehy they ſell them, 
toywit;z to Satan-, inghigh conceits, and pity them 
not;forithey account thatthey teach them the Truth, 
| Verſes. Here by. the Inhabitants of the Land, is 
meant'earthly minded, men, that regard na Religion, 
and hypocrites in all their Forms of Religion; and, by 
delivering everyone intothe hand of his Neighbour, 1s1- 
nified, -that magisleft'in miſery enough, that'is It 
void of God's proteCtion, that-he neither defend 
them, nor bridle the cruelty of- others ; for-where 
there-is no fear-of God ypon men, they do ages 
but hate,” and backbite and devour one another; an 
by delivering them tt the hands of their King, is fight: 
fied another eyilamongft men ; for by. King, is {igni- 
fied any Superiors who domineer and tyrannize over 
Inferiors , that "there's 'nothing but complaints of 
Crnelty -and Oppreſlion;; and this men mult ſuffer 
- becaplſe they truſt not in the Lord. yerſe 


' . * ? i 
- 
0 F -* 
* ».x p ” Fd *_ 
/ VT has : ” T - 4 . # _ 4's 3k 


| 7 4 - ; 4 4 | 6 
\ «* 4 " 
- 


Pifficult"Texts inZechariah 69g 
-Yerſe7. When a true Miniſter feeds the flock' of 
Chtift faithfully, he takes to him his two ſtaves, or 
{ as David calls them ) tbe Red and Staff of God; the 
one is Beauty, to wit, he preacheth the beauty of the 
Salvation of God, of the 'Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
of the giving of the Spirit, of the operation of free 
Grace, and this draws them to fair green Paſtures, 
and pleaſant .calm Rivers, that they may be fed abun- 
dantly with the f.tneſs of his Houſe, that their ſouls may 
be filed as with Marrow ; this 1s the” feaſt of fat things, 
and refined, and of Wines well refined from the Lees, 
prepared for the hungry and thirſty Souls in bu boly 
Mountain. The other is called Bands, and it is preach- 
ing the great Love of God to man, wherein he fo 

tied the Souls that are captive to Sin and Satan, 
that he ſent forth his beloved Son to be a Redeemer, 
and: 1aijd 'help upon him to be a deliverer to mans 
Soul, yea, made him all rhings unto him, whereby 
he isbound up unto God in love for ever. 

Verſe 8. Thenthere aroſe up preſently hypocriti- 
cal Shepherds , whith preached theſe things. in the 
wiſdom of the Fleſh ; therefore he faith, 7 cut off three 
m-one Month ; they are called three, becauſe inſtead 
of eſtabliſhing the, Soul in unity with God through 
feſys,” they Bll it with ſelf-Jove, pride and diſdain 
of others. © Theyare ſaid to be cut Ei in. one Month, 
becauſe they live not in the light of ſeſus, but in a 
borrowed light, as the Moon doth. And therefore 
nothing was more abominable inthe ſight of God ; 
for they have forſaken him , and digged broken Ci- 
ers; and they have changed his Pruth intoa Lie ; 
"and they-abhor him and his Truth z for if they 

"ould admit of it, all their Glory would be de- 
LETT. Lon hs 
as tak Ferfe 


, Verſe 9: Here be ſhews that the Lord leaves Hypo, 
Erites to periſh in their own gainſaying, andto de, 
ſtroy. one another, and fo they do; for all wars q 


for Forms of Hy pocriſje, for they that, have trye 
Religion upon them, will not fight, bur ſuffer ing 
tence, as our Saviour did. . 
perfe 10. Then the Lord ſays, he took his Staff ea. 
led Beauty, and cut it aſuuder, that he might bregk bi 
Covenant with all People, to wit, that the beauty 
Truth ſhould not be known to @ll,, but ſeal?d amon 
his Diſciples , hid from the worldly wiſe, and rg 
vealed to Babes. 
Verſe 11. Ang it was ſo, whereby his poor people 
thawwaited on him, knew that it was his Word. 
Verſe 12, 13: Then he ſhews how one Hypoerits 
ſold him, and others put bim to death, as it is de- 
clared in the Goſpel. | 
Verſe 14. Here he ſays he broke his other Staff, cun 
Bands to break the Brotherhood batween Fudab ard 1|- 
rael, towit, that all Unity or; Brotherhood after the 
Fleſh, or all outward appearance might be diſlolyed, 
and all true unity among the Servants of God might 
be jn unity of the $piris. 
All the reſt isagainſt the falſe Teachers of theGy- 
ſpel, which preach it iff the wiſdom of man, and ng 
in the power of the Truth, after the oldneſs of the 


Arm and Eye is figured their power and wiſdom, 

which God will deſtroy and confound by his Truth. 

Coap. 12. A Burden of Gods Word for Iſrael. Heit- 

by is fignified that the true. //rael of God ſhall bei 
Burden to all people. | 

Verſe 2. Vea a Cup of trembling, when they lian 


Religion , whereof the World is full, is altogether | | 


Letter, and not in newneſs of the'Spirit ; by whoſe 


ſiege againſt them, to wit, This ſhall be the moſt __ 


SESS+S> 


—_— - —_ 


ple; the luſt o | 
'the pride of Hypocrites is great wickedneſs , but 
theik hate againft his people is beyond all, for it is' 


, | . : 
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ful Jadgment agaiaſt them, that they hate Gods peo- 
F prophane perſons is great Sin, and 


againſt God himſelf ; therefore our Savionr pronoun- 
ceth a dreadful wo to them that do but offend his 
little ones that truſt #1 him. 

Verſe 3. Is an aggravation of theiſame Teſti- 
mony. 

Verſe 4. By ſmiting every Horſe with aſtoniſhment and 
Windneſs, and bis Rider with madneſs, undetſtand by 
ſiders, men proud in their own conceited ways, and 
by their Horſes, their ſtrength and ſwifrneſs in going 
on in their ways ;, as the Hypocrite, aſſoon as he hath 

t any knowledge of Religton, preſently he thinks 

imſelf moſt able to teach others, which is figured 

by the ſwift warer of Nils , 2s the flow proceeding 
of a man of God is figured by the waters of Shilo, 
which run ſlowly. By the Lords opening his eyes upon 
the Houſe of Tudah, underſtand, to ſhew mercy and 
give courage and ſtedfaſtnels unto his People. 

Verſe 5. Here by the Inhabitants of Feruſalem, is 
meant the Elect of God+; and by the Governors of 
Tudeh plorying in them as their ſtrength in God, is a 
promile of giving ſuch Governors unto his People, 
3 regard not themſelves or any glory of the wortd, 
but ſet their delight in God's People. 

Verſe 6. Here by that day , underſtarid ( as by all 
Circumſtances of time in the Prophets) the day when 
Jeſus is revealed in the Suuls of his People , which 
men in their wiſdom have expounded ro be this 
building of Fernſalem and the Temple anew ; but a- 
las, no ſuch glory ſhall be. ro ment in the Fleſh, but 
this Prophecy is of the operations of Gods Spirit in 
bis People, when their Souls are built a new Fad 
ple 


Sv 


- ple to the Lord ;, therefore theſe: Governors of Fri 
falem are the Law of God ( which the Apoſtle torh 
Hebrews calls the fiery Law of Moſes.) for by it is thy 
fire of Gods wrath revealed againſt fin, and the Gy 
ſpel., which is-the refining fire, whereby the Belj 

' ver 1s purged, and his Faith tried and purified ; an 

by devouring all people, is meant all that js of the 1k, 
and worldly wiidom in his People; and by Jeruſebs 
nhabitcd in her own place, even in Feruſalem, is meant 
that his People ſhall live in the faith of Jeſus by fre 

Grace, which is their own place, and is the Ny 

Jeruſalem which comes from heaven, which is free, and 

# the Mother of us all, as Paul teſtifies. | 

Verſe 5. Here is a ſtranpe Myſtery : Shall the hou 
of David and of Feruſalem be againſt Fudah ? No, no, 
mind the word well ; it « their Glory, when they gl 
in living in a Houſe, and magnifie themſelves again| 
them that live in Tents ;, therefore hereby js fignified, 
that God will ſhew his mercy moſt to the loweſt and 
humbleſt of his People, that they that eſteem thew- 
{elves high, may be moſt humbled ; as our Saviour 
ſaid to his Diſciples,” He that will be chiefeſt among yi, 
ſnall be ſervant of all. 

Verſe 8. According to the ſame Myſtery is all the 
reſt of this Chapter to be underſtood ; by feeble, is 
meant ienſible of his own weakneſs in him, then ſhall 
he be as ſtrong as David in ſpirit , &c. 

Verfe 9g. So by Nations that come againſt Jeruſalem y 
is figured all fins, and luſt, and Hypocciſies, that 
are enemies to a Chriſtians peace, 

Verſe 19. So hereby Houſe of David, and Inhab- 
tants'of Feruſalem , is meant all. the Servants of Gol 
in all Ages ; for it is manifeſt that all theſe Propht- 
cies and, Promiſes have always been, and muſt ever 
be fulfilled inall, that the Lord will give _ 4 
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ſpirit of Prayer, and that they ſhall know that Jeſas 
ſuffered for their ſins, and they ſhall be brought. ro 
{ad ard ſerious Repentance eyery one in the ſecretof 
his Soul. | 

Chap. 13. Verſe. 1. By Houſe of David, and Inha- 
bitants of Feruſalem, underſtand all Believers whence- 
ſoever they come. op 
.. Verſe 2. By Idols, underſtand whatever man truſts 
to, ſave Jeſus Chriſt z and by the Land, underſtand 
bis Church, which is as Paul ſaith, 7 deſire to know ne- 
thing among you, but Chriſt , and him crecified : So by 
Prophets aud unclean Spirit, underſtand falſe Teach- 
ers; as Paul alſo ſaith, If 1, or an Angel, or any o.her 
proach any other Dottrane, let him be Anathema Mar a- 
natha. 

Verſe 3. This confirms the former to ſignifie falſe 
Teachers; as alſo the next three. 

Verſe 5. By Sword, ſtill underſtand the Word of 
Truth, which is the Sword of the Spirit ; by Shep- 
berd, and the wan that 15 my fellow, underſtand falle 
Teachers ; for they pretend to be Shepherds to Gods 
People, and magnike themſelves to be mighty and 
wiſe to teach men righteouſneſs, which none can do 
but God himſelf; therefore the Prophet faith, They 
ſhall not teach every man his Brother, but ſhall be all 
taught of God. By commanding the Word to awake, 
iSgiving it power to convince of fin. Smite the Shep- 
berd, and the Sheep ſhall be ſcattered; this was verified 
in Jeſus, and his Diſcipies; which may ſhew, that all 
the reſt are ſpiritual Prophecies, as I have opened 
them, and by ] will tara my hand upon my little ones, is 
a Prophecy that all other his Diſciples ſhall alſo 
have a ſad day, when their hope is almoſt gone, as it 


was tO the Diſciples then. 
| | Verſe 


* w ” - 
Lg 
; 


#64 © An Expoſition of the # 
Verſe 8. By two parts dying, he ſignifies, that wh 
the Goſpel is pteached, many more ſhall receive | 
after the Letter, which ſhall be lixe Corn ſown 
ſtony ground, which ſhall receive jt with joy, a 
bring forth fruit with gladneſs of heart, and yer'ſh4| 
be cut off and die. | 
 Perſeg. The Remnant reſerved by the Lord, i ky 
very ſmall ( as Iſaiah ſaith ) but the Lord will may 
them wm pare as the fineſt Gold, and they ſhall pray 
him, for bs is their atn Goll, 4nd he will bear thew, and 
own them to be his People. 
Chap. 14. Here he propheſies of the fiery Trial th 
ſhall come upon all Believers. 
Verſe 2. By gathering all Nations to Battel again 
Fernſalem, underſtand all trials of their Faith; fot 
Satan deſires rd winnow them le wheat. B the Giyth 
ken, underſtand ſo ſharp a vrial as they faint under, 
ns David, When doubting of Gods Mercies, he faid, 
Ont day I ſhall Fall by the hands of Saul. By the hiaſe, 
rifled, enderſtand all their hope and comfort in God 
almoſt vaniſhing, as when houſes are rifled, nothing 
is left but bare walls : By thei women raviſhed, vndet- 
itand their Aﬀetions violently drawn to oth(c helys 
or helpers; as David ſought to Achiſh King of Gall 
By half going 4mo Captivity, underſtand-the Flel 
yields to run after earthly pteaſures, but the reſidue, 
even the Soul and Spirit cleave faſt unto the Lord, 
_ "Yerſe 3. Here is the comfort, God will appearit 
Chl, and give his People viRory againſt Sin and 
atan. 
 Ferſe 4, He goes on with: the ſame Myſtery ; fit 
he ſays, 1n that day, which is, as 1 ſaid often befors 
(whea Jelus is revealed in mans Soul) 1he Lords fet; 
© wit, his Meſſengers, Miniſters of the Truth, 
ſhall tand upon the Mount of Olives, to wit, ſhall Pe 
| eſt 
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ſelus ; and the Mount aty ſhall cleave half toward the 
South, and yalf toward the North, to wit, Salvation 
by Chriſt, which is cailed the Oyl of joy and gladneſs, 
ſhall be preached ro Jew and Gentils, Profeſſor and 
Prophane, far off and near, and there ſhall be a very 

eal valley. 

Verſe 5. And all ſi;all fice to that valley, y#4 the 
Lord my God ſhall come, and a! the Szints with thee. 
Here the Prophet cxulting in the great joy of this 
Goſpel-Miniſtry , breaks out into this ſhout, The 
Lord my God, &c, For they that believe in Jeſus, are 
made the Sons of Ged, and Feſis comes, and the Father 
mth him, and fſups withthem, and dwells with them. 

Verſe 6. When this appearance of jeſus is firſt up- 
on the Souls of his People, it's not ctear yer, the 
Fliever ſees not through all ; nor is it dark, he fees 
a Light ſhine, though upon his dark mind. 

yerſ: 5. It 1s ſuch aſtate as man knows it got, bit 
tie Lord only; bur this is It,zr z 4 day; for when it $ 
nighe with man, the Heh. of Gott breaks our. 

Verſe 8. Tien go:s living waters out of Feruſalem, 
to wit, Jeſus by the free Grace of God, and Salvation 
by him, is preached both to the Saints that were be- 
forehim, and they that come afcer him, which he 
calls che former Sea, and th: hinder Sea, in Simmer 
ard in Winter, both in adverſity and proſperity. 

Verſe g. And in that day th: Lord ſhall be King over 
all the earth , fo wit, ſhall ſubdue aff earthlineſs in 
hs People. H2reby cortizs man ro know that there 
Ssone true God from whom all goodneſs comes, and 
n0 More. | 

Verſe 10. Th:# all the Land ſhall be as a Plain, to 
Fit, all high thoughts in man (h4ll be caſt down, and 
lejected Souls ſhall be comforred; and al zates of the 
Cry ſhall be inh.:bited, to wit, Believers ſhall live in 
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Faith, Hope, Charity, Love, Joy, Peace, Me 
neſs, Humility; Patience and Truth, the Streets 
God®s City. 

Verſe 11. And there ſhall be no more utter deſtrufli, 
for againſt theſe there is no Law, they ſhall not cor: 
into condemnation ; they are paſſed from death tolife, 
they ſhall live ſafely. 

Verſe 12. Here is the Judgment of God, a prex 
Plague upon the Enemies of Feruſalem, that while 
they ſtand upon their feet, to wit, as long as they 
withſtand the Grace of God, their fleſh ſhall conſum: 
away, to wit, they ſhall exerciſe all their ſtrengthin 
that which ſhall be their deſtruction ; fo ſhall they 
exerciſe their wiſdom, figured by the Eyes , becauſe 
wiſdom is the light of the Mind, as the eyes are of 
_ theBody ;. and 1o ſhall they exerciſe their Tong; 


for theſe Enemies of Gods People are Hypocrites, 


ſtrict in their ſeveral Forms of Religion, and tlieir 
falſe Teachers, for theſe are talking and teaching +- 
gainſt the Truth of God,the Doftrine of free Grace, 
as the falſe Apoſtles and their Hearers did againſt 


Paul; yea, as Jews and Gentils, Kings and Rulers, 


did againſt God and his Ancinted, P/al. 2. 

Verſe 13. Here js another Plague upon them from 
the Lord, agreat diviſion, every Form molt bitter a- 
gainſt another. 

Verſe 14. But Fudab ſha'l fight at Jeruſalem ; the 
People of God ſhall keep their ſtation, to wit, ſtand 
ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and contend for the Dottrine 
delivered to them, and fight not againſt men, but 
againſt Satan, Sin , and all the Principalities and 
Powers of darkneſs, to wit, luſt of the fleſh, infide- 
lity of the mind, deceitfulneſs and wickedneſs of 
the heart ; ſo the weapons of their warfare are not 
carnal, but ſpiritual ; and all the wealth which the 
Heathen 
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Heathen ſhould have, are gathered unto them, even | 
Grace, Mercy, Truth, Love. Righteouſneſs, Joy, 
Peace, &c. Theſe are pure Gold, and Silver, and 
gallant Apparel in abundance. | 

Verſe 15. The Plague of all the beaſts that ſhall be in 
theſe Tents ſhall be ſuch;, hereby is izured that theſe 
Enemies of Gods Chilrch are like brute Beaſts; yea, 
more ignorant of their God than the Ox or Aſs is of 
his Maſtee, as 7/aiah ſaith, and periſh like the brute 
Beaſt without knowledge, as David f(atth. | 
_ Perſe 16. Hereis manifeſted that all that eſcape 
this Plague (to wit, that are converted, ahd believe 
in Chriſt, for there is no deliverarce but by him ) 
ſhall go up yearly to Jeruſalem to worſhip the Lord, and 
keep the Feaſt of Tabernacles, to wit , ſhall acknow- 
ledge that they have nothing that is gcod in them- 
ſelves, - but receive all from the free grace of God yg 
this is true ſelf-denial, and herein is the going up to 
Fitaſalem, to wit, from themiclyes to Chriſt, from 
the Fleſh ro the Spirit; arid this is the true worſhip- 
ping of God : andrhey ſha!l ſeth after a Cy or Ha- 
bitation , whoſe founder and builder ts Ged,, becanſe 
they bave no ſure abiding place here, while they are at 
home in the Boay, they are abſent from the Lord ; this 
s the keeping the Feaſt of Taternacles. 

Verſe 17, 18,.19. Here is ſhewed that they that are. 
not thus converted of ab the Enemics of Gods peo- 
ple, of all the Families of the Earth, of Eegypr, and 
of all Nations, ſhall have 0 rain, to wit, no true 
rightecuſneſs, which Ged rains down from heaven, 
nomercy, nor peace, &c. to wit, no free gifrof God, 
but the Plague wherewith God ſmites the Heathen, 
even men that live in the wor!id without Gcd , ſhall 
be upon them, to wit, hardneſs of heart, and filthy 
luſts; for when 1ſracl would not hearken 10 the Lardy 
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he gave them up to their on hearts luſt, Pſal $. 1, kn bring f 
when the Heathens /tked not to retain the knowledye 
Goa, he-gave th:m up to a reprobite mind, and vile 1 
fedtions, Rom. 1. . | 

Verſe 20. By Horſes Bells having on them Hlineſyy 
the. Lord, and Pots wherein their Sacrifice is boyled, fl. 
nifies that Gods People ſhall attribute all ther 
ſtrength or power to do any goed, unto the Lord; 
tor by Horſes is ſignified Strength; zlory 1 

Ferſe 21. And lo all their worſhipping of Godin | {.; 
ipirit and truth , they ſhall acknowledge to: be the 
operation of his Grace; for this is figured by the deſulat 
Pats: And: that there ſhall be no Canaanite in the wil nes 
Loras. Houſe, ſignifies thar none ſhall enjoy theſs | y, 7,9 
things, nonor know them, but his-Diſciples: their 1 


quprntons wn . * | wiches 
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Chap. a Ele Burden of the Word of the Lord, It 8 | fimo 
Verſe 1. A Called a Burden, becauſe it reproves, and | yr x 
therefore: it is.2 Burden to- them. tb 1 
Verſe 2. Here is free Grace fet forth in Eſau and” | © py; 
Faceb, both born of the ſame Parents, and'both Pro- | of 
ſeſſing the Worſhip of God, as Cain and Abel did, | jyar 
both offered Sacrifices, yet God loved Facob.G | the 
Verſe 3. And Thated Eſa, and laid his Mountains | ten 
waſte for the Dragons of the wilderneſs. E ſan isthe Þ jtte 
Figure of Hypocrites, ' therefore his Religion is com- | then 
pared: to Mountains; for Hypocrites are haughty and | fyrh 
high minded, boaſting of their holineſs, every oe | os 
ſaying to his Brother , Stand far off me, I am hdlitr poop 
than thou; therefore they are waſte, they yo A 
ing. |: 
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bring forth Love to'God and man, Patience, Humi- 
lty,,&c. therefore they are #7 heritage to Dragons of 
the wilderneſs, even to ſuch Profeſſors of Rehgion, 
who though they are as wild beaſts by nature, yer 
their Religion makes them more cruel, under pre- 
tence of long Prayers, they devour Widows Houſes. 

Verſe 2. Here he proceeds, by Ede, to deſcribe 
Hypocrites ; for if their failings be diſcovered, they 
zlory they will be more zealous in their Form of Re- 
hgion, or they will turn to another Form more zea- 
ous in their elteem, which is figured by building np 
&ſolate places; therefore the Lord complains, The 
wi never ſay, There ts no hope : but though they buil 
the Lord will throw down, to wit, he will confound 
their wiſdom, and diſcover the unrighteouſneſs of their 
boly things ; and then they ſhall call them the Border of 
wichtdneſs, the people againſt whom the Lord hath m- 
pion for ever. Who ſhall call them ſo? The 
Prople of God , or themſelves who are converted , 
48 Fob abhorr'd himſelf 1n ſackcloth and aſhes. 

Verſe 5. Your eyes ſhall ſee. This is the ſame Te- 
ſtimony:;that they being converted,ſhould know this, 
that the Lord is not glorified bur in the true 7ſunelites, 
td wit, in true Believers, 

Yerſe6, Here is deſcribed the honour due to God, 
$f a Son to his Father,as 7ames ſaith, Of bis own will 
tepat he 125 by the Word of Truth; ſo that this ſignifies 
the Regeneration, wherein we are made Sons of God, 
then comes in true Service, that we are Servants ſub- 
k&ted unto him in Love, becauſe we are Sons, ant. 
thence comes in right fear, that we fear not his wrath, 
lor he is our loving Father , and perfect Love caſts 
ont all ſuch fear, that we fear nothing but God and his 
wot neſs. : 

. "Again, he reproveth the Prieſts that deſpiſe his 
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Name.and that ſay,The T able of the Lord u COntemyti, 
ble, to wit, thev offer polluted Bread , andthe blind 
lame axd ſh for ſacrifice; which is no other, but thy 
they truſted in their own works and wiſdom, andny 
inthe Lord-Jeſus; for all things that are of man, a 
polluted, imperfect, come not from. the hogour « | 
zear of God,but in (eeking the praiſe of men ; to tf 
:n theiz, 1s to diſſe the Name of God, and to feel 
the mind withthete, is to account the Lords Tahk 
conumptibie; for he that hononrerh that whichi 
CL Mz2!!, d:honoureth that which is of Ged- 
. 'V-/eg. Here he fignifieth that God will not ac 
ce; t11.2 rrayers of Hypocrites, for he regards not 
Trielr Peiicns. 
.: Ferſe 1c. Here he ſhews that if man be ſaved by 
tice Grace, and that his works will not be accepted 
£0: righicouſneſs, nor avail to ſalvation, then the 
Hypocrite ſays, Why ſhould man be rightcous for nought! 
which 1s figured by ſhutting the doors, or kindling 
a fire for nouzht; forthe firſt figures Self-denial, 
and the latter tne quickning of the Spirit ; therefore 
the Lord hath no pleaſure in them, nor will accept 
of all their ways of holineſs and Religiouſneſs, be- 
cauſe they come not from hatred of fin, and love of 
righteouſneſs, butas by conſtraint, that they mul: 
of neceflity do them to attain ſalvation. Als 
Verſe 11. H:re by Gentiles and Heathens , under: 
ſtand ell ferts of prophane perſons of what Nation 
ſoever, when they are converted, then will they ho- 
nour his Name continually. | 
Verſe 12. But ' Hypocrztes pollute , QC. as before ; 
for It 15 a wearineſs and a burden to them ; this 18 aC- 
c2raing to that of our Saviour, Harlors and Publicans 
- ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven before this gent- 
*77.1407, TO wit, of Scribes, and Phariſces, and all fuch 
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Verſe. 13.For they are accurſed, becauſe Chriſt Je- 
ſus is ordained a-perfect Lamb withont blemiſh , for 
taking away all the ſins of |, 3 People, and they pre- 
ſent not him, but their own works, which are cor- 
rupt, unto the Lord, to wit, believe not in him, bur 
have confidence in their own ways. 

Cap. 2. Verſe 1,2, 3. All this is againſt falſe Tea- 
chers, and here he ſhews, that ſuch of them as he 
converts, their Bleſſings ſhall be turned into Curſes, 
and they ſhall beas Pa/., all their Zeal and Holineſs, 
which they counted gafn , even profitable to Salva- 
tion, ſhall be as dung »pon their own faces, even in 
their own account. , 

Verſe 4, 5, 6, Here by Levi, underſtand Chriſt ; 
for he was and is the eternal Prieſt, whereof Levs 


and his Tribe was but a Figure, and in him are all 


theſe Teſtimonies true ; as alſo, 

Verſe 7. That his Lips do preſerve knowledge, ard 
all bs people ſeek, the Law at his mouth, for he 5th: Loras 
Meſſeng:r, to give uato them the law of the ſpiric 
of Life, and zo free them from the law of Sin and 
Death. 

' Verſe 8. But ye, to wit, falſe Teachers , which 
teach all tiiat ought to be doae after che Letter , but 
know not the Snirit, ye are departed out of the way, 


for I am a Spirit, and th:refor« my Law a1 my Covee 


mant with Levi, to Wit, with Chrilt, which 18 £14 Go- 
ſpel, are doth ſpiricaal; ſothar ye have cauſed ma- 
ny toſtumble at the Law, even by teaching themto 
obey a ſpiritual Law , who themſelves are wholiy 
carnal; and ye have corrupted the Goſpel, teaching: 
ſo, that you gave life to the wicked upon their car- 
nal obedience to ir, and ye make fad the hearts of 
the righteous, threatning them with Curle and Con- 
demaation if they do not obey it, who poor Souls, 
know they canaot obey it. Aaai 4. Ferje 
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Verſe g. Hence the Lord threatens them Judgment 
becauſe of their partial Doctrine, to wit, becauſe 
they condemn-not all that believe not jn Jeſus. 
Verſe 16. Thele arc the words of the Prophet, 
reproving falſe Teachers for dealing treachereuſly, i 
propharing Goas Covenant , which opens the doorgf 
Mercy to every Soul, but they will neither enter in 
themlelves, nor ſuffer others. 

Verſe 11. Having reproved the Teachers,he comes 
to the People, and reproveth both Fudah and Iſrae, 
that he may verifie that which 1/aieb ſaith, Ther 
ſball be like Prieſt, 2nd like Puople ;, ard why ? Judah 
bath prophanedthe Holtn: ſs of the Lord, which he loved, 
to wit , his free Gizce, whereby he ſhews mercy to 
a thouſand cf generations, and bath married the Daughe 
ter of aſtrange Gd, to wit, ſhe hath ſet all her Af- 
fettions and Delight in a carnal Religion, whichig 
of the Devil, the God of this world ; as our Saviour 
ſaid, Te are of your Father the Devil, and do bis Lifts 
' heyſe 11. Rerchethreatneth both the Peopleand 
their Teachers, tocut them cff, even every one that 
prattiſcrh ſuch Religion. | 

Verfe 12 Here he ſhews that they perform all 
their Religion with all outward ſhews of Holineſs, 
with tears, weeping, andcrying out; O this is holi- 
nels indeed, to the deepeſt expreſſion of ſorrom, 
humility, neceſſity; therefore they hope to be regard- 
ed, but therefore the Lord regardeth them not, &e. 

Verſe 14, 15,16. Here he ſheweth why. by a coll 
pariſon; As he is to be reproved that dealeth rea 
chercuſly againſt the wife of his youth, becauſe the Lord 
hath joyned them two into one, he bad abundance of / pirt 
therefore he might have commanded man to be joyl- 
edto more women, but he joyned one woman toone 
man, becauſehe deſired a gedly Seed ; ſo he joynen 
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God and man together in Chriſt; ſo that as man joyn- =_ 
ing to any other but his wife, is an Adulterer, ſo he 
that addeth any thing to Faith in Chriſt for Salvati- 
on, or ſecketh to be juſtified by the Law, he is fal- 
Jen from Grace, Chriſt ſhall profit him nothing ; 
for the Law he truſts in, will powr out all Curſes up- 
on him. 

Verſe 17. Te have wearied the Lord with your words, 
in that ye ſay, Every one that doth evil i good inthe 


fght of the Lord, and he delighteth in them. Thus the 


hypocrite ſtill reprocheth-the DoCtrine of free grace, 
thatthe Goſpel ſhould be preached to the Gentiles, 
that man ſhall be ſaved by Grace, and not accordin 
to his works ; hence he ſcorneth, and. faith, Surely 
God ts delighted in wicked men ;, but this makes them 
odious to God, becauſe they have not learned to 
know what this meaneth, 1 will have Mercy, and not 
Sacrifice. 

Chap. 3. —_ 1. Here is two Meſſengers prophe- 
fied of ; the firſt Fobn Baptiſt, which came before Je- 
ſus, to prepare the way before im, to wit, to brin 
every man that lies under the Curſe and Wrath © 
God for his fins and fi1ful Nature, diſcovered by the 
Law, to true and unfeigned Repentance, and hearty 
Sorrow, Contrition and Confeſſion, by ſhewing the 
great Love of God in ſending Jeſus to take away, ' 
and pardon all his fins; and by the faid Fohr is figu- - 
red that firſt manifeſtation of the great Love of God 
in Jeſus, which opens a door of hope to the Soul 
_ it is afflicted., wearied, and overladen with 
din. 

The ſecond Meſſenger is the Lord Jeſus himſelf, 
the Meſſenger and Mediator of the Covenant of 
Grace, as Moſes was the Meſſenger and Mediator of 
the Covenant of works, and brought a fiery Law, 
F | | therefore 
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therefore 'ſrac/ was ſtill murmuring and rebelling fn 3 2c 
againſt him; for to diſobey that Law, is Curſeag Ip their | 
Wrath, and to obey it, a burden to the carnal mini; Jyitten 
but Jeſus brings a Goſpel of peace, and all goy fon; fc 
things to the Soul, which men hearing propheſy [ein th: 
of, they delight in him, and ſeek for him; bur they Jed in th 
are miſtaken, for they ſuppoſe that theſe things will [ywn » 
be a glory to their external Zeal and Holineſs; bu Jeciſt ; 
he will come ſuddenly, and when they cry peace, [yd Goc 
peace, then comes wo and ſudden deſtrultion. {iſt app 
' Verſe 2. Wno may abide the diy of his coming ? wy (ancile 
ſhall ſf1n4 when he appeareth ? for he us as Refiners Fir, Iqot an « 
and Full:rs Sope. EA he muſt 
Verſe 3. And ſhall ſit as a Refiner and Purifier of $1. |of man 
verand Gold, and fo ſhall purifie every Chriſtian or ]ſercy i 
true, Believer, whom he calls Sozs of Levi, becauſe [fund up 
they are made Prieſts unto God by him, that they [hut ma 
may off:r an Offering in righteouſneſs; for without God. 
this purifying, all their Offerings, to wit, all their | Yer 
wethipping of Gad, as Prayers, Praiſes, Faſts, and |ad wb 
whatever they do, is Hypocrifſie. mers, 
Verſe 4. Through this. purifier all ſhall bz pleaſing ta | Verſ 
th: Lord, as in the days of old, to wit, in the rigreoul- Jyure of 
neſs wherein man was created; for by him he Jad Sp 
brought again into the ſame Image. fered t 
' Verſe 5. And through him is God come near to [iv the 
every Chriſtian in Judgment, even a witneſs in bis them, 
heart againſt all iniquity, and want of the fearof Jed hi 
God, wherein mans Nature ſo abounds, ad d 
Verſe 6. That he would: be conſumed, but that 
| God hath manifeſted himſelf in his unchangeadle 
Love in Jeſus. 
» Verſe 17. Even fron the days of your Fathers ye at 
gone away from mine Ordinances, and have not kept then 
This is the preaching of the Law, which a—_— 
Hoe ; in; 
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Aling fx 3 and that they have gone from God from the days 
bang bf their Fathers , ſignifies their receiving the Law 
ind; Fatitren in ſtone, or-taught of their Fathers by tradi- 
20 (ton; for ſo long man cannot obey it, till it be writ- 
efed Jn in their hearts by the power of God, as is promi- 
they Jkd in the new Covenant. Return unto me, and I will 
Will Inturn unto yew. This is a Call of man to Faith in 
but JCbriſt 3 for man cannot, come unto God but by him, 
act, 'Igd God-doth not come to man, but in him ; for his 
if appearance in love toman, is in Chriſt, to re- 
wy [concile his heart unto himſelf : Therefore this is 
zot an exhortation to man to return to God, which 
te muſt perform as a Duty ; bur it is the awakening 
$3 [of man out of ſecurity in Sin, that he may receive 
n or [Mercy in Chriſt; as it is ſaid, Awake thou that ſleepe(?, 
auſe Jfund up from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light , 
hey [hot man knows not this, nor that he hath robbed 
out [God. 
heir | Yerſe 8. Therefore they ſaid, wherein ſhall we return ? 
and [ad wherein have we robbed thee? Whereto he an- 
ſyers, | 
to | Verſe g. In Tithes and Offerings: Thele were a Fi- 
ul- [pore of giving up themſelves wholly , Body, Soul, 
e 1s Jad Spirit unto the Lord ; therefore while they of- 
fered to him Birds and Beaſts, which was Obedience 
to [10 the Letter, and not their hearts, and all within 
his Jthem, which was obedience to the Spirit, they rob- 
r of Jkd him; for he required 7ruth in the inward parts , 
ad deſired not, nor had pleafure in the other, as 
hat JDavid teſtifies ; therefore he ſaith, 
ble Verſe 10. Bring all theſe, and1 will openthe windows 
f Heaven, towit, my free Grace; and powr you out 
a fa bleſſing , even give you Chriſt, and with him all 
mM fittings needful torighteouſneſs and ſalvation; a great- 
ers Fer Bleſſing than ye know how to ask, or your wiſdom 
an comprehend. verſe 
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Verſe 11. And I will rebuke the Devourer , oy 
Satan, that he tempt not your Souls to vanity, yy 
corrupt your minds, nor withdraw your Faith fo 
Jeſus, the true Vine, that you ſhould not perſems 
uato the end, and bring forth perfect fruits; thay 
may ſee your good works, and call you the bleſy 
\ of the Lord, and glorifie God in you. 

Verſe 12, 13, 14- Here again he reproveth Hypg. | 
crites, whoſe words are always {tout againſt theDy 
E&rine of free Grace, and therefore againſt God him. 
ſelf, and all his Servants, as they were againſt Chi 
and his Apoſtles; for they athrm that all thatey 


centiouſly, and tempt God. 

Verſe 46. Here he deſcribeth true Chriſtians; my 
fear God, they talk often ont with anther, to wit, of 
their experience of the work of God upon their ſouly 
that they may be edified by their mutual Faith, cot 
forted in Love, ſtreagthened' in Hope, therefore 
they are had in remembrance with God, as ina Book, 

Verſe 17. Here is teſtified Gods reſpect to _ 
toown them, -accouat thera as Jewels, and be pitif 
towards them, as man is to his Children that obſerve 
and honour him. 

Verſe 18. He that is partaker of this Grate,knon! 
haw to give Bread to Children, and a Scourge for 
the Fools back, to wit, to preach Mercy, Lom, 
Peace, and Joy to Believers, but Curſe , Wrath, 
Death and Judgment to wicked workers ; but he 
that knws not this Grace, flatters the wicked and cv- 
vetous, but rejects every faithful Servant of God, 
as a molt vile. Heretick, as they did the Lord Jeſus. 

Chap. 4. Verſe 1. Here's another Fire of the Lord 
the firſt was the Fire of Gods wrath againſt Sin by 

the Law. The ſecond was the refining Fire by the 


brace that NoQtrine, are proud aud wicked, live; | 


Lon | 
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Lord Jeſds.; thus is the bird, even the fiery Trial 
that ſhall come upon all, the trial of their faith, that 
they ſtand tedfaſt in faith, that they be not moved 
gith, blaſts of other DoCtrine, thaj they fear nou the 
xeath, nor ſeek the favour of men, that they ac: ' 
count got of their Life, byt be free to give it vÞ re 
Death for the Name of Jeſus, aud Teſtimony of 
the Truth ; when, this Fire cometh , the proud. Hy- 
ite, and wicked prophane perſon are as ſtubble; 
tleaves them.neirher rooq nor branch, to wit, it dil 
cxers.the foundation. of their Religion.to be earth» 
h and.earnal,, and, therefore their building, upon it 
0k va worth ; it falls. down to eternal maine. 
Vaſe 2, 3. Here is the, Feſhinany of, Gods great 


thy | Mercy: in. Jefus, to: Behevers;, whegeby they nathing 


eſteem the- wicked.be they never ſa great. 

Verſe 4 Hereby allo they are ſa eſtabliſhe@ in the 
Faith,, that: they. walk ia the Spirir, and fulfil alt the 
Law, Statutes and Judgments of God: 

Ftrſe 5,. 6. Here he teſtifies. the next Meſſenger , 
Kiniſter,or Prophet of God ſhall be Jahn BaprifiGun- 
&rthe Name of. Elijah) to teach repentance, and 
Wark. it; in their hearts by the pawer of Gad, with- 
E a the wrath: of God will be npon all, the 

ith, 


RELKEL A- 
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REVELATIONS 


Ere is a Miſtery ; Revelations, and yet moſt nh 
| cal things or teſtimonies, certainly they are my 
Divine and Heavenly, and more they are {v, meretky 
Revdlations they are to a true Chriſtian, and moreq; 
tical unto the worldly wiſe, ſor God hath bid them fin 
the wije of the norld, and revealed them to his own Baki 
Theſe Revelations God gave to Jeſus, to ſheyw toky 
Servants things chat muſt ſhortly be done ; they a 
not things that are to be done a long time after, forthy 
are Teſtimonies of what muſt happen to the Churdy 
or to the Soul of every Believer ,, ſhortly after Chr 
is revealed in him by the Father. This muft be remen- 
bred in the opening of them , and Jeſus ſhews them 
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his ſervant Fehr, and ſo to every true Minifter. 
Verſe 2. John barerccord of the word of God, andi 
the Teftimoney of Feſus , and of all things that he ſan: 
This is to be obſerved, that though it is ſaid that Jelts 
ſhewed them to John by his Angel, yet they were ſud 
as Fohn ſaw, to wit, which he had good experience of 
in the knowledge of the Teſtimoney of Jeſus , anda 
he, ſo every true Chriſtian, for thoſe things whichnei- 
ther eye hath ſcen, nor ear heard, nor heart conceived, 
God doth reveal to them by his holy Spirit. | 
Verſe 4. By ſeaven Spirits , underſtand the Holy 
Ghoft only, for ſeven ſignifies no determinate number, 
but the perſeRion of that to which it is attributed; 
Ucrſe 5. By that firſt begotten of the dead,underſtand 
that his Reſurretion was the firſt Foundation of out 
firſt ReſurreRion, whereby we are raifcd out of thati 
tural eſtate, wherein we lie dead in fins unto an eltat 
of Grace, whereof it is written, Bleſſed and Holy 
that is partaker of the firſt Reſurretiion, for on himbt 
atter death ſhall have no power. py 
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By that Prince of the Kings of the earth. underſtand 
not earthly men, for of ſuch Satan the God of this world 
is Prince, for he rulcs in the hearts of the Children of 
diſobedience , but underftand the cle& whom he re- 
deems, for he makes them Kings, and hath purchaſed a 
Kingdom for them, and he is their Prince, a Prince of 
peace to them, he rules in their Souls, and is all things 
to them, and they are his Subjects for ever. 

Verſe 77. By every eye ſhall ſee him, underſtand not all 
men, but all beleivers , for they only ſhall ſee and ac- 
knowledge that they pierced him through, and wall be- 
fore him, but the reſt their eyes are blinded, they can-: 
not ſec, their hearts heardened, they cannot wail before 
him, for if they could, they ſhould be pardoned and re- 
deemed , therefore they ſhall do nothing but weep 
and wail and gnaſh their teeth, with all hellich ſpirits for 
anger againft him, as they do againft his grace and his 
ſervants in this life. 

Verſe 10. And I was in Spirit onthe Lords day : Some 
tranſlations have raviſh:d in Spirit, but the word rav:b- 
ed, is not in the original, nor ſhould not be there, for 
by being in Spirit is to be underſtood, that the power of 
GodsSpirit was upon himyto open his car to the teftimo- 
ny of truth,and by theLords day is not to be underſtood 
neither the firſt day which we celebrate, nor the ſeventh 
which the Fews obſerve , but that day of etcrnal reſt 
which we enter into by Faith in Chrift, when we ccale 
from all our own works, as God did from his, for he 
wuſt live in this faith, and thEpower of the ſpirit mull 
be upon him, that hears and believes this great voice as 
of a Trutopet behind him, ſaying 1 am alpha and omega 
the fir(t and the laſt, for all the wiſe -and religious of 
the world rejeR it, although by hearing this voice be- 
bind him, ſignifies no other but that Jeſus witnefſed this 
ruth by all the Prophets and witnefles of the truth, that 
Were before John: : but none can underſtand them ſo, 
un- 
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until he live by faith , and the power of the (puit hy 
vpan him, no not the diſciples of Jeſus , while key 
with them, for they had not yer received thefpirity 
Jetus was not yet glorified , therefore he called tha, 
Q yourf hittle faith, aud ſlow tobelieve all that are: 
ten in the Propiets. 

Verſe 11. By Aipha and Omega, the firſt and the lf 
underſtand, the whale worker and the whole work d 
our Salvation, that nothing may be added , nor puty 
the mid neither, as any ways neceſſary to our Sala 
en, fas that is toadd to the teftimancy of this bock, 
and it is to dimiailh the ſufficiency of our Lord [el 
aad then follows curie and judgment. By that which 
thou ſceft, uaderſiand thas which he had expericaceg| 
as dy his ſaying in his firſt Epiile , ther wh cb we bat: 
heard and ſeen with oz eyes, and our hands are handled 
of the wordof truth, muſt.neceflarily be underſtood of 
his expevicoce init And by this command to lim, al 
true Miniſters, Yea and truc Believers, for they att 
taade Pricfts vnts God, and therefore are commanded 
te'make known this truth according to their experience 
10 1f. 

By the ſeven Churches of Aſia, underſtand, all pet 
long that a Belicver is acquainted with, or can comm; 
riicate the word to, for it muft be communizatedtoall 
that the Believers may be comforted, all the ele&&al 
led, and the world left yyithout cxcuſc. C 

Verſe 12.1 turned to the uoice that [pake with my 
(a firange expreſfiorg id ever man {ee a voice?) under 
ſtand, by rwraing the whole mind turned: from under 
ftandingthe word aſter the letter, to recciveita 
ing te the experiencehe had of the work of God byJ# 
lus in him. | 

Uerſe 13. Herc he ſets forth the Lard Jeſus by bs 
title, Sex of max, underſtand the communicating ofBis 
divineſnature to man ; by his garment to the feet go” 
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Difficult Cex 
fland his rightcouſheſs co:ering ttc Fins of alteviMt the 
ſoweſt of Believers; by 4 goldtn gir./e, undeiitand his 
truth, wherebywe are bound to him in unity, by being. 


|. aboxt his prps, underftand-it is that whicts Percriealls he. = 
do bug* | 


ſincere milk of the efd, which Babes 1n Chriff 
zer after,” and thereby g owto falvation: 
Uerſe 14. By kis head and hairs white , un and, 
that ke is the pure weyon of God unto us.and th us, by 
his eyes as a flame of fire, underſtand that when he.lgoks 
vpon' us,he inflames our 3ffeRions with by 0 himy 
his word ang ſervagts, for he is that lovegt-Ged 
ſhed abroad in;gur hearts. which hegets love in us. 
Verſe 1 5-By bus feet like fine Braſs,burn 1g 4s in 4 fatt- 
mace, Underſtand, that his ways are fold, and ro. walk: 
in them'is a burning to a-carnal, mind; By þirpoices, £44 
the ſound of manywaters, underftandyrhat tis wor F 
covers floods o' iniquity and bypacricy io mens hearts., 
' Verſe 16. By, ſeven ſtars in is right hand, under- 


F 


ſtand thit he guids all true, Miniſters-of his word.as by... 


the hand : By a rivp edged ſwgrd out of bus monty, is teſti: 
fied the pawer of is word in believers to deſtroy, ini- 
quity and hypocriſy : By þ# face ſp5ring Asthe ſug of bis 
ſtrength, anderſt and that,gwhen he looks upon wanzever 
the mpſt rebellious and deſperare-finners.arc Wnverred 
and inlightened, as perfecuting Pax! was. Rl 
Verſe 17. By falling at þisf\ cr a5 dead , underftand, 
knowing that the Adllzend all usJufts- and Knowledges 
of the wor@'after.the lerter, to. be nothing but that we\ 
ate'dead in fin; By his lay:ngt5 rig br bandon him,-un: 
deiftandinaking ohr bis love ro him,gvhictt caſts.our all 
fear, and makes. him know to.de borh fff and./ft.. 
(Verſe 18. Hoare is the glory of Jeſus, that he w.4lpue;. 
his people, that be died for them, 'tbat thty.mnght td 
Miſed with him, and-that he new 1sves in them, anaguith . 
ew,” whereby they Jive with himſor ever, and that ke x 
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: Verſy 2 Here , Fob: and every true Miniſter i; 
commariied to write that which they have experience 
off, for they are the things thar are, to wit, which have 
any real being , and the things that ſhall be, all other 
things are but ſhaddows, the lies and deluſions of Satan, 
and theEinventions of mans deladed mird. 

Chap. 4-v.1. By a dore pen in Heavenunderftandythe 
mind inlightened to underftand the truth of the wordof 
God': By the firſt voice he heard, bting as of a Trump 
talking with him, underſtand, that when mans mind isig 
lighrened, the word doth plainly and powerfully diſcy 
,verto him his ſins and the Judgments of God apaink 
them. 3 

Verſe 2. By being 31 ſpirit, is opened Chap. 1. v.10. 
By a throne ſet in Heaven, underſtand, God appearing 
in the word to judge the wor'd 

Uerſe 3. Inthat God is reſembled to preciom ſtones js 
ſignifies the purity and ſolidity of his Judgments : 1n 
that a Rainbow is round about the Throne, 1s (ignified, 
that inJudgment he remembers his Covenant of mercy. 

Uerſe 4. By the Elders*ſet on ſeats round about the 
Throne, underſtand all the Saints under the Adminiſtra- 
tions that were before the incarnation of Chriſt : By 
. their "white Raiment , is ſignified that they belicved in 
Chriſt, and therefore did wear Crowns of Gold upon 
their heads. 

Verſe 5. By thander, l;zhtenings and voices proceeding 
out of the Throae, underſtand, the judgments and ter- 
rours of the Almighty againſt ſin and hypocriſy , and 
by the ſeven ſpirits, or holy Ghoſt being before the Thrant 
in the appearance of” ſeven burning Lamys , underftand, 
the ſpirit burning up er mortifying the [uſt of the fleſh, 
and guiding his peopie'in the ways of the truth. 

Uerſe 6. By 4 Sex of Glaſs, like Coriſtial before tht 
Throhe, underſtand the clearnefs of the Teftimonics of 
all the ſervants of God fiven jn the Scriptures ; And by 
t | | 1; 


c 
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the four Beaſts round about the-Throne, underſtand, the 
four Evangelifts, confirming their Teſtimonies of Jeſus 
out of all the Prophets : and by their being full of eyes be- 
ore and behind, underftand, that they were full of the 
light of God by the Holy Ghoſt, to declare both how 
the LordJefus fulfilled all Teftimonies and Propheſies of 
him by his ſervants before; and alſo to- ſhew what he 
ſhould do in and for his fervants to come. 
Uerfe 7. By their ſimititudes , underſtand, that he 
would ſubject every ſoul of his cle& unco himſclf,whe- 
ther they were as crucl as Lions, as ignorant as'Calves, 
as fooliſh as man, or as aſpiring as the Eagle. 
UerſeW*By their ſix wings, underſtand, thedpread- 
ing of their Miniftry ſwiftly to many nations : by their 
fulueſs of eyes within, underſtand, that the light of their 
teſtimony 1s not in the letter, and therefore its hid from 
all the worldly wiſe, and only revealed to his people by 
the Spirit. | 
Uerſe 10. By caſting their Crowns to the ground,under- 
Rand, their ſelf denial. without which there is no praiſe 
of Telus: | 
Coap. 5. This book is not this Revelation as the 
Tranſlator holds forth in the Margent , but it is the 
whole B:ible.for all the Tef imonies therein are hid from 
all the worldly wiſe, ſor they judge after the letter, bur 
the truth of the word is hid from them, for it is wholly 
ſpiritual; The reft of this Chapter is very plain. 
Chap. 6. v. 1. By the voice of the Euangiliſt being 45 
Thunder, vnderftand, that the opening of the truth of 
the Goſpel is terrible to-man in the fleſh, for that there- 
'by is manifefted that none ſhall be partaker of the mer:- 
ties of God by Chriſt, thar is not conformed to him in 
his death ahd ſufferings. And by his ſaying coe' and 
ſee, underſtand, the call of God, whereby men arc cal- 
cd our of their natural witdom , which is foolifhneſs 
with God; to the Lord Jeſus who'is made the true {pi- 
| Bbb 2 | ritual 
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ricual wiſdom and light of life in them, that they may 
know the things that belong to their peace in the day vj 
their viſitation. 
Verſe 2. Here is the Lord Jeſus deſcribed, riding oy 

a white horſe, as a Price of peace, and with a bow;to wit, 
the bow of God ſet inthe Sky, the remembrance of the 
eternal covenant of Mercy, between God and all the 
world, that he will no morc deſtroy the world in wrath, 
and he hath a C ow given hm becauſe he hath overcome 
all, not by ſword, nor tower, nor battle, but by bis ſpi- 
rit, and hcre is fignified that the firſt opening of the word 
of God to man in truth , is ro make known to his ſoul 
the Lord Jeſus, and his victory in deftroyingathour lins, 
the work of Sataninus, and to bring us 'into peace 
with God. | 

, Uerſe 3 and 4. Afcer Chriſt is made known what he 
is, to. his Ele, then is made known to them in. what 
condition men l:ve that arc igr.orant of Chrift, even in 
bloody mindedneſs one againſt another, figuretl by the 
rid Horſe; and great Sword, and they kill one another, 
Hypocrites contending about Religion, and others about 
the things of the world, through covetuouſnels, pride, 
or envy. | 

Verſe 5 and 6. The third thing made known to Gods 

people, is ſcarcity of the Minijtry of the word of God, 
figured by dearth of Bread Corn, but whereas he lays, 
wize and oyl burt thou not,the Cuhrch is comforted, that 
tho they travel from Sca to Sea, and can ſcarce find a 
truc Miniſter of Chriſt, yet ſhall it be ſo communicat- 


cd to them, as wine to make glad the heart, and oyl to 


make them of cheerful countenance. 
Uerſe 75 and 8. Here is the fourth thing made known 
by the word, that as they that know not God, murder 
one another, ſo are they given up todeath and hell, i 
the righteous judgments of God. 
Terſe 9, 10, 11. Here is maniſcfted the ug 
all 


— 4 
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faith and patience of the Saints for:the name of Jeſus, 
which is figured by their lying #:der the Altar, for Je- 
ſus is the true Altar; and though their blood cry toGod 
fot vengeance, yet they are taught to reſt in patience. 


Uer/e 12. tothe end. Here is the fixth thing that is . 


diſcovered to the Saints in making known the whole 
work of God, that they may be comforted when they 
ſuffer with patience all grievous afflitions, that men 
can afflift them with in the body : for then they ſhall ſee 
in ſpirit, that their Adverſaries fuffer more - grievous 
things in ſoul, for being they believed not in the Lord, 


tae {un of righteouſneſs, they have believed a lye, and- 


therefore what they belie1E4 in, as riches or caſe, and 
peace in the fleſh or form of Religion, all is turned in- 
to darkneſs and-blaod, for. groſs darkneſs covers them 
all, and as they thirſtcd after the blood of the Saints, 
God gives them blood to drink , and thoſe whom they 
accounted as ſtars of Heaven, ſhall fall as untimely figs, 
for the ſtrong wind 0i/Gods wrath ſhall blow upon them, 
and make a tetrible earthquake : And the Heaven or 
Fit mameiits over their Heads. to wit, their ſtrong con- 
ccited Religion, ſhall be roiled together into an ugpro- 
fitable heap, as a ſcroul burnt with fire, and the 1fonr- 
tatis ard Tſles," even their higheft hopes of- happineſs 


and ſecurity ſhall flze away, and then all thatare high 


and mighty/1n conceited holineſs as Kings and Captains, 
rich and.mighty men, be they bond or free ſhall hide 
themſelves in their ſeveral forms of Relig'on, as in dens 
among the Rocks of the Mountains, for they count 
them /{rong ho!ds X high,and therefore they ſhall cry to 
them, fall on 14 and hide ms from the preſente of him that 
ſuxon the thypre, and from the wrath of the Lamo , as 


our Saviour ſaith, they will ſay, have we nor in thy name + 


caft cut Devils, and in thy name done many great Works, 
ae-not theſe [irong Focks and high Mountains to truſt to ? 


19 be rouching the righteonſr:eſs of the Law, blameleſs5'19 - 
1 Bbb3 0ut- 
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outfhirsy alb their Conmparions in 2.e4l and holineſi, to make 
| longprager even in Churches and Houſes, that thiy way be 
heard in the ſtreets and the like , wilt not" theſe thingy 


hide them from the wrath of God and the Lamb; Ng | 


the great day of his wrath is comme , who can;ſtand?! An. 
ſwer not workers but only titgy that be/1eve 67 bim that 
juſtifies the ungodly. '. : | | 

, Chap. 7. v.1. Here he gives the reaſon why it is, 
there are fotir Angels ftand on'the four corners of the 
earth, holding the four winds, that thy blow not on the 
eatth, nor onthe Sea, mor on any tree, which is that, here 
was made known toGods people.the caute why men are 
{&wicked.inallthings, even decauſc fatan hath deluded 
thentinds:of-aven fo, in all Corners of the earth as if he 
was fourzev] Angels, that they receive not the wind, to 
RA werd,or {p:rit,or breath of God, but perſecute 
all the Prophets:and true Miniſters of God; for he hath 
power given to huttthe carth and the ſca.,even to delude 
man.that kyev:in theſe low and changeable eftates; bur 
but yet it ts manifeſted 16 believers for their conſort, 
that he,.to wit, the Divel by all his Miniſters, ſhall not 
hurt any thing til] he hath ſealed Gods ſervants; to wit, 
the Lord ſors his mark'and ſeal on his people; that $a- 
tan canmotdelude them - 8s by the four Angels is ſigni- 
fied the:-Devil and his Minifters, fo by the Angel comuy 
from the Edſt, is ignified the Lord Jefus and” his Mini- 
fters, for'in-the Laſt is the rifinp of the Sun whenee light 
cometh, whereby is ſignified that ib Chrift'and his Mi- 
niſters is light, and all-the world lies in darkneſs - And 
by ſealing Geds ſervants in their forcheals," is ſignilyes 
that they ſhall confeſs the Lord Jefus before men, to 


wit, and ftedfaſt in the Faith, intree ſelf denial,and p+- 


tience in tribul1tions, ſuffering for that truth, which all 
the world hates. 
Uerſe 9. By the ſervants of God ſtanding bef.re ht 
throne arid before the Lamb, is (ignified that all the -_ 
6 0 
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&ſtand, preaching Chriſt the only Altar, through 
 "_— | whom 
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of Gods word, and his mercies in Jeſus is upafhei 
fouls continually , it's the Law in which they te 
night and day, and rhence they ſound out the praiſes of 
God and the Lamb ; while hypocrites by their medita- 
tion in the letter of the ſame word, ſound out their own 
praiſe even of their knowledge and experience init and 
obſerving and conforming rntoit,every form condemn- 
ing another and juſtifying themſelves therein. 

Verſe 14. By the ſervants if God coming out of great 
tubulation, underſtand, not their affligtion by men, for 
though that be great upon the body, yet it's but light in 
comparifon of the judgments of God againſt ſin upon 
thE ſoul, 1t's that that makes them cry with Fob the 
munds and Arrows of the Almighty ſtick: faſt in nie, yea 
and makes them curſe the day-of their birth, and its 
through that they come to have their long Robes waſh- 
ed.and made white in the blood of the Lamb, and lo to en- 
joy all other comforts, and to be freed from all evils 
or dangers. | | : 

Coap. 8. v. 1. By ſilence in Heaven, underftand, the 
niniftry of truth ſilenced, that there was none that 
preacht powerſully to diſcover the iniquity and hipocri- 
of men in their forms of Religion ; but deceitful 
teachers were accounted Miniſters of God in preſſing 
uon'all an external obedience to the letter of the word, 
it ncre is the comfort, God fuſfers not this long, yet 
<&Saints'account it tedious, therefore its;{aid to be a- 
wrehalf an hour. 

Yerſe 2. By ſeven Angels, underſtand, all the Mini- 
lers of truth, and by ſever Trumpets, underitand'cou- 
We 2nd boldneſs and utterance., to declare to Fudab 


. ad Iſrael, to wit, to all proſefſours of Gods worthip 
| | 


eir (in and hipocrily. 
Verſe 3. By another Angel, underſtand, alſo a Mini- 
lerof the Goſpel, by his /tanding before the Alter, un- 
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from Heaven into the Rivers and Fountains of W, ateri,by 


the ſ,unding of the third Angel , underſtand, that thi, 


OT in. 


EAR 
derſtand, . that the Saints, to wit, believers are accept- 
ed to God through Chrift. 

Verſe 5. By the fi: e :f the Altar caſt into the earth.anl 
cauſing thunde. ings, lighte, ings and earth quakes, under 
ſtand, that this truce preaching of the Goſvel 15 the nh 
means to make ſinners hear, and fear, and tremble. 

Verſe 5. Hereby underfiand, that when the truth; 
preached ,"the dreadful judgments of God fall upm 
carthly minded men, and :/ez7 t. ees, or haughty minds, 
and all greenpgraſs, to wit, all that ſeems to be holy ay 
rehgious is pulld down all, or a third part of it. 

Verſe 3. By the Sea, under(tand, that endleſs 1ectit: 
fulneſs-and wickedneſs of mans heart, upon which judg: 
ment falls like a great mountain by the true Miniſtry 
of the Golpel, for fal'e teachers pour ovt judgment up: 
on mens ations: . but the true Miniſtery fals upon the 
heart, from whence all wicked aQions procced , 21d 
diſcover the cruel bloody mindednefs of men ,as Pawlde- 
clares how bloody minded ne was when he was a Pha- 
riſ.e, to wit, a moſt ſtrict Religious man. 

Verſe 9g. Hereby underſtand, that the fame Miniſtry 
diſcovers that al] that proceed from this deceitful heart 
is wicked, yea deadly and poyſonous,tending to deftrur 
Aion, but hereby only are deſtroyed. Ty 

. Perſe 10, 11. By th: Star called Wor mwood, that fel 


Miniſtry makes it an evil and a bitter thing to man, that 


he bath lived aſter his own Iuſts and pleaſures of the 
fleſh. asin Rivers of iniquity and vanity , and it only 


i 4. By the FIN! thereof going before God, wii | 


mortifies the mind to all theſe voluptuous courſes. 
Verſe 12. By th: ſmiting of the Sun, and Moon, an 
Slars, and Day aid Night, that none of them can git. 


(git 
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light, underftand, that by this Miniftry, all the comforts 
that man can take in any., the moft excellent Creatures 
of God, are clearly taken away, that man may ſet his 
heart, and eyes, and-affe&ions only upon the Lord. 

Verſe 13. By the Angel that flies through the mid hea- 
zen, underſtand, til] a Miniſter that preaches the truth, 
that neither medles with things above or below,but on- 
ly thoſe that pertain to the Salvation of the Soul, and 
he makes maniſcſt that all the Mnifters of the truth, 
that follow, will Rtzll declare more judgments of God 
2painft the earthly mind,that men of the world may be 
brought into- hamility, and the ſervants of God may 
ſtill be preſerved jh meeknelſs and lowlinefs of mind. 

Chap. g wv. 1. By the Star fallen from Heaven to the 
earthy at the found of the fifth Ange!, underſtand, that 
the true Minifter diſcovers, that bh that have recetv- 
ed the heavenly Doctrine of the Goſpel, but not being 
regenerated, to receive it by the power o f God, they 
turn it into an earthly way, by apprehending it after 
the letter, whence ariſe mot helliſh Hypocrites, there- 
fore he ſays, | 

Verſe 2. Hehbaub the keys of thebottomleſs pit, to wit) 
of Hell, for when the profeſſion of the Goſpel isturn- 
ed into Hypocriſy, it is moſt vile, ſo he compares it to 
groſs ſmoak, 'which darkens the Syn and the Air, for 
when Fe/w, and his grace that gives life and light and 
all the fulneſs of God to the ſoul of man, is but made as 
7teacher, to give leſſons and inftruious to men what 

they ſhould do,and what they ſhould not doyhe is much 
darkened certainly, and his grace that teaches to deny 

a} ungodlinefs , and to live Chriſtian like, doth it not 

by precept but by power , for the Kingdom of God 

is not þy word but by power ,, and his Kingdom in us 


here, is to rule in our hearts by grace, 


Verſe 3. Therefore he compares theſe Hypocrites 
to Locufts, a poylonous, and venemous Creature, he, 
| | cauſe 
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cailfe this Dofrine poylons, and envenoms mans mint [1, fig 
Verſe 4. But praiſed be the Lord, he hath limigg||Kir vio 
their power that they fhall hurt nothing bur only thok | Ver" 
men which have not the /cal of Got in their forehead. gtonclt 
Verfe 5. And they muſt nor kill them, but vex the : 
with paitr,” as if they were ſtung by 2 Scorpion; whid "Verſe 
pain ſignifies the grief Hypocrires have , one formz 91% 
againlt atother, dut'eſpecially that vexation which |s0v* 3 
forts have painft rruet believers, which is to great thi Devs 
they woyld even fiffer Death, that their form might Vetſe 
eſtabliſhed; hence attiny dies as Martyrs, that are onh Galder: . 
ftront Elypocrites, * | © I |iry of t 
Verſe 6.Yet death flees from them, to wit.the deathy ſpnified 
the rightequs,which the'old Hypocrite Balaam deſired [y0ver © 
aS well as rhey, burir flees from them as from him, fq [9's 
neither he nor they Ever knew the life of the rightcow. ſearted 
Verſe 5, Here are thele Locafts, to wit, Goſpel Hy: Verſe 
potrites deſcribed; they are like Horſes prepared to bat gs, th 
ile, and'as it wereCrowns oh their heads, they are fight. |! 9c 
ing with all pride'and criefty like hoffes , apainli the (* Go 
truth of God and his people, and they ieem to haje ind hot 
crowns qn,to wit,to have got the ViRtory, for they ſtoy, |®4*" 
the mouths of Gods,ttiinilters, and they put all his ſew. * 
; 


vants to all kind of crgel torments and death; as Heres 
ticks : But they have fates of Men, they make a ho. 
of Humihity, as David faith , They do but flatter with 
their lips, and diſſemble in their Jouble heart, their words. 
are ſmiath as oyl, but war is in their hearts: |... 


Ito 1 


Verſe 8, And their Hatr is as the hasr of Work 
women trim and! adofn their hair to aſſure lovers, 8 
thefe Typoretes pretend all delight in God, all love to 
his word and his people, but they do but humble them; 
ſelves, that the Congregations of Gods poor babes may 

fall into the hands of their” Captains. _ WT 6 
' Ve#ſe'g. Here he further deſcriheth their content! 
ous mind againſt the'word of ttuth; rhe:r hetero 0 
| | | ra, 


-1[19, figuring their cruelty , and rherr wings figuring 
no hs be. ke. and haſty fury, \, 'v" "os 
tho] Verſe 10. ard their rails figuring their poyſon,, and 
adi [itonclufion he makes it plain, that by all this he means 
then ites, becaule he lays, : | 
which "Verſe 11. The devil be he calls Abaddon 
rm; [$olyo#,cven. a defrroyer of Kods people is their King, 
<4 | our oy told them, that they are of their father 
that (8f Dev?. L | 
i Verſe 23. By the worce from the four Horns of the 
only | Golders Altar which i; before God, underſtand, the Mini- 

'[kry of the Goſpel ig its full power, for Jeſus is always 
athy ſpnified by the Altar and the four Horns ſignifies his 
ſired [power over all thie four quarters of the world, and hes 
for [e's Goſpel, glad tidings to afflicted ſouls, broken. 
ow. [{Karted Goners; 

[Verſe 14. And his command is to loaſe the four An- 
bat. (#13, that are bound in the great River Euphrates,to wit, 
gh. [yl the power of Antichriſt, even all falfe Preachersof 
the he Gofpel, - which preach it in the Eloquence of man, 
Vaſe nd not in the power of God, for Exphrates ſignifies E- 
ſtop quence and falſe teachers are bound:to theEloquence 


fer, [# n, for they kno w not the power of God,and what, 
ſes 
e © alſa 


oy of reafons do falſe teachers fetch fro 

'{Rdom., to coghrm their, Do@rine, and t 

w-| ley Fetch a river of "motives, to perſwade their hear- 
to theix way : bbt Paul to prove the truth of his 
rine, tells his. hearers, that he came-not-to them 
is worlds wiſdom , nor in the” words, which it in- 
». but in demonſtration of the truth and power of 
Spirit : And Gods will and commandment is, that 
k and where Chriſt preaches in his true Miniſters; 
hen. and there Antichriſt,even Satan.the enemy ofChriſc 
wſt'preach in all his falſe Miniſters, and fo there be 
ti-. [6hy Antichtifts (to wit, Preachers of the Goſpel in 
of [hate wiſdom) iti the world , that his ſervants may 
"= = know 


| 
| 


mane 
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| knowall the wiles ofSatan,and their faith may be may 
ſtrong by oppolition and clear by tribulation : and tha 
all the world may be left without excuſe, becauſethe; 
is ſet before them /ife and death, and they have fork. 


enthe zruth , and have choſen to believe lyes , _ 
FE bt in the Arm of fleſh, to wit, in theirow 


wildom and righteouſneſ N in the living God, an 
his free mercies in Jeſus. A | 

Verſe 15. Here is ſhewed the readineſs of Hypocrits 
to oppole the words of Truth, and perſecute the ſe. 
vants of God : ſecondly, their number and Rtrengh, 
for they arc many thouſands and ill horſe men, 

Verſe 16. They ride on the high places of the earth,th 
wit, they are liſted up in their minds, eftceming then- 
ſelves moſt religious of Men, outftriping all their com 
panions, and this heipht of their holineſs lifts up thei 
minds into cruelty as Paul in his hypocritical Religion, 
was raping mad, making havock of the Saints of God, 
and therefore, | 

Verſe 17. 18. They are ſaid to have fiery habergioni 
of jacinth ind brimſlone , and the head of their horſeshi 
be like Lions, and out of their mon h went fire, and ſmi@, 
ana brimſtone, whereby the third part of men are ſlain, 
b wit, the Era God are periecuted to dany 
t cir os: envy and cruelty, as our Saviqur and all tis 
ſerat:$ heretofore have bewncd muldSe to the wor! 
end, as he'foreto'd to his diſciples [0 

Verſe 19. That their power is in their mouths, isby 
their falſe DaCtrine, and that it is in their tailes, is i 
their alluring med into their way, and that their ih 
biyc heads like ſerpents, whereby they hurt,is ſignified, 
ehat when any is converted in their way, he is twofold 
more the child of the Divel.” . . 

Verſe 20. Here he ſhews that the reſt of men which 
are formal and hypocritical as they are, and are not 
petiecuted by them, are ſtill' Idofaters , and do cont; 
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awe in all manner of Idolatry , to wit, hypocricy pre- 
ending the worſhip of God ,, when their hearts are ſet 

nluft, pride and coveruouſneſs, and | 
Verſe + Þ They have hearts heardened in nigquit Y, they 


; do gpt.nor cannot repent of their greateſt imquittes:*» | 


Chap. 10. v. 1. This mighty Ange! is the Lord Jelus 
Chrift who is fo cloathed with Cord, to wit, with his 


" [human nature, and the mighty powerful Doarine 


which he preached in it, and the mighty miracles that 
ke wrought , and the great ſufferings and cruel 
death that he ſuffered in it,that his divine nature. where- 
in he is a child born unto us, a ſon given us, a Jeſus to 
us, the Chrift of God, our /nwmanacl, wherein h.s name 
isto us wonderful, C uicellor, the mighty God cur eternal. 


| f.ther and prince of p:ace,and wherein he is our /ife and 


light, the only Mediator between God and man.our Sheep- 
herd, 41d we bis ſh:ep, the Vine, and we bis branch:s, the 
dur, and we his family that go un by it,and wherein he 14 
wide of God to us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, and allthings 
nedful to Salvation , All theſe things are hid from fl 


| the wife and prudent of the world under this Cloud, 


but. the Rarnbow, even the Teſtimony of Gods eternal 
covenant of mercy to hs people is upon his head , his 
face 15 4s the Sun, to wit, the light of his countenance 
warms and makes fruitful the hearts of his people, and 
bis feet are as pii# of braſs, even an eftabliſhment to 
il bis ſervants to walk in the ways of life and truth. 

Verſe 2. And he had in his hand a little bock open, to 
nit, the goſpel, it is always in the hand of Jefus, and 
tis;open, to wit, revealed in him to all his people,and 
he pat bis right foct upon the ſea, and bs left foot ugon the 
earth,” ro wit, when he brings the goſpel and revcales it 
t0 Mans foul , he treads down all the flood of iniquity 
ad earthly mindedneſs inthe heart of man. 

Verſe 3. Andcryeth with-'a loud voice, as whena Lion 
Nareth, to wit,, preached the'goſpel ſo, as made all his 
peo- 
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people to icar and tremble at his voice, for he pready ſeſus. 
' 45 one that had authority. And when he hed deelgregy | <9 
then ſever thunders, to wit, all his dilciplcs er Minifi the WO! 
« "e truth, who are Boenerges {ons of thunder,ute, _ 
ed their voices, to wit. preached the Gol; iCh the | PrOPRA 
bad reccived of him. ” * whicky Fanife 
_ FYerſe 4. And when th&y*had preached] the Goh | th 
Fobn was about to write, but he was forbidden tny | $%8%» 
Heaven, for this is the Law and Tetimony that muſty preachi 
bound up and ſealed among the Diſciples, the Miftery Chap. 
| that arc hid from all the worldly wile, and revealetw | 1% 
to his babes in Chriſt only. wid the 
' Verſe 6. And Feſws lift up bis hand to Heaven, ai| rut 
ſwore by the great Creator of all things, that there ſhalk al Min 
E27Me 10 more, i190 wit, that all things of this world (hu cels of 
be as nothing to every belicver, _ [1 
Verſe 7. When the ſeventh Angel wttereth bis wig | IT VO! 
wit, when the whole Myſtery of God ſhall be fulfil | ©9951 
in the fouls of his people , they ſhall not regard they ſupper 
own wildom or righteouſneſs, which ave bur for atime, jc, ay 
all things that are temporal ſhall be of no value wil} en" 
them, for they ſhall put their whole truft in Chrilt,wlv udec 
is their Eternal wiſdom and righteouſneſs, and this is& Tan 1 
clared by all the Prophets. 55s el anc 
Verſe 8, g. Here 7ohn is commanded to 2 ake the is: ayed, | 
tle book, and eat it, which is, Fob avall truc Miniftes | nel: 
are commanded 'to receive the Goſpel from Jeſus wi hy] 
from none other, to wit, not to preach what they tur thei! 
keard and read, or learned of men, but what God hath? 
wrought intheir ſouls by the Lord Jeſus, as Dewid ih |, Uligl 
Come aud I will ſhew you what God hath done for wy ſw, 
and this they do, and .- wy 
Verſe 10. It is fweet as boney tn their months : They 
are exceeding delighted go declare the wondrous works 
of God, and to ſet forth his praifes ; It is their meat and bo 
_ drink fo do the will of #heir. heavenly father, as _ ws ol 
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wil 


Difficult Texts in Revelations. 735 

mY ſeſus. But it 18 bitter 18 their Bellies, to wit, it makes 
"| therq men of contention, as Zeremah laid, fort ſects all 

a '| the world in. contention againſt them, they muſt be hat- 
_ edand perlecuted of Fews and Gent:les, profefſours and 
'[prophane, as Jelus was: And that this is the meaning is 

þe wanifeſt, for that. he ſaith to Fobr, thou muft propheſy A- 
oh nong the People, and Nations, and Tongues, and to many 
in Kings, for by prophelying, is always to be underftood 
"Y preaching the Goſpel. | 
ter |, 042-1 1.T hen was given to me aReed. and the Angel ſaid 
4s |" mezariſe and meaſure the Temple of God,and the altar, 
41d them that worſhip therein : This is a command or an 

a/| fſtruAion, to wit the power of God upon Fohy, and . 
af} | 4 Minifters of the truth, that they declare all rheCoun- 
hal fs of God co his people, to give Feſu bis true and full 
ncaſure as the Prophet did, taying he hath wrought all 

our works in us ; for the temple of Gad is broken and 
comrite hearts, and the Altar is 7c/3-,, and the Wor- 
they | ippers are true believers,and the meaſure of this tem- 
tins ple, to wit, of broken hearted ſinners is, that they were 
wh exe and born in fin, and [aid de:d therein, and yer 
you uded by the Devil, to think that they bave wiſdom 
wy can work rightcouſnefs, and that what they do in their 
tal and form of Religion is godly, and they ſhall he 
1+ 2. | Ad, but when they arcin the height of this conceited 
#en | wjneſs, God extols his laws upon them, diſcovers fin 
ad hypocriſy, and breaks their hearts under the fenſe 
o their ſinful nature, and there they lic, then the mea- 
ge of the Altar, to wit, of 7e/ is that he gives life 
Soom he quickens them that lye dead.in fin, he gives 


s and 
have 


S knowledge of the true God unto them, and of him- 
. |, their Redeemer, which is eternal lifc, and he de- 
They m all the works of the Divel in them, and becomes 
.orks|\bings to them chat belongs to xgighteouincls and 1al- 
» and | op, and he gives the ſpurit.to-them to mortiſy all the 
as | ts of the fleſh, and leads:them ip the fair. ways o(God. 
with} + : And 


736 An Expolition of the 
| And the meaſure of the worſhippers, to wit, of bel. 
vers, is that they worſhip God in ſp:rit and xruth, thy 
they caſt down their Crowns, to wit, that they ge 
themſelves and all the righteou'neſs, which forme; 
they cfteemed and adored as gain to their tovls,andthy 
they continually praiſe God and Jeſs, that they lyy 
him and wait for his appearance, that they love all met, 
even their enemies as themſelves, and all from the lgy 
of God ſhed abroad in their hearts , and not fromtig 
command in the letter, from that love alſo they abby 
themſelves in the preſence of God, and live in all Hun. 
lity, Sobriety, Chaſtity, Temperance, and exceeding 
orcat Patience towards God and Man, and from the 
ſenſe of the many temptations of their enemics Satan, 
the world and their carnal minds, and their weakneſsty 
reſiſt and overconc them , they live in continual pray. 
cr. | 

Verſe 2. But the Cou't which ts without the Templ, 
caſt out, meaſure theu not, for it 15 given to the Gentily, 
and the holy City ſhall they tread under foot two and forty 
months: Here John and al] Miniſters of truth, as they | 
are commanded to preach all cheſc things for the con- 
fort of the Church; that they be not loaden with hy- 
man traditions, ſo they are commanded to caſt out tie 
C.urt that ts without the Temple, to wit, all that are not 
broken hearted ſinners, but Religious, Zealous, Holy 
Worlhippers, and all their worſhipping which is in bv 
dily ations and geſture, after the letter of the word 
which they call their duties , which they perform to 
pleaſe Ged withal, ynd to attain to heaven by their 
works and ways of purity as they account, andalltheit 
obſervations, cenſiderations , conieſſions, contrition, 
and ſigns of good Chriſtians, and their hopes, and theif 
g00d indeavours andtheir confederacy, and their bp" 
tiſms, and their communions , and their waiting 007 


light within, and the like, -all theſc are they command 
| c 
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ed to caſt, out as unmeaſurable iniquity, for they are gi- 
ven to Gentiles,even to thoſe that live inthe world with- 
out God to be exerciſed therein, and accountipg theſe 
their ways to be holineſs, they ſhall rejeR all the Coun 
cel of God, and perſecute his people as Hereticks, that 
all his ſervants may ſuffer for the teftimony of truth, 
and that is the time figured by two and forty Moneths, 
for when the Saints under the Altar cry, Lord how long ? 
Will not thou avenge our blood on them that dw«ll on the 
earth, they were commanded to have patience vill the 
r:lidue of their Brethren ,, which ſhould ſuffer for the 
me teſtimoney , ſhould be fulfilled. . © 

Verſe 3. But I will grve power unto my two Witneſſes, 
ard they ſhall prophecy a thouſand two hundred and three- 
ſeore deys, cloathed in Sackeloth ;, By two witneſſes again, 
underſtand,the faithfulMinifters which exalt theLaw to 
bring Judgment upon man in the fleſh becauſe of ſin,and 
magnifie the Goſpel to deliver the condemned foul, and 
lead finners into the ways of life and truth, righteouf- 
nels and peace, by the ſpace of time, underſtand. limit- 
&d time, but that it is long being ſet forth by one cthou- 
ſand two hundred and threeſcores , which is for the mag- 
tilying of Gods mercy towards his Church, and his pa- 
tience and long ſufferance towards the veſſels of wrath, 
dit alſo ir.is ſhort being numbred by days and not by 
noneths. as the time of the perfecution is, that bis ſer- 
fints may not know how long their refreſhment and 
Race in the fleſh ſhall continue, but wait every day for 


tfouble and afliion, and by their being clothed in ſack- 


tt, underſtand that they mourn for the hardneſs of 
tens hearts, that fo few receive their DoRrine;and the 


 |Frace of God ſo freely tendered thercin. 


Verſe 4. Theſe are two Olive trees, and two Candle- 
ficks anding before the God of the earth., By Olive trees, 
derfland, ehat thefc, fo wir, the Law and the G olpet, 

-4 ; " £ TY" | . 7 @ © , CC £ & Ir , 
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are the whole ſum of the Ming 0 faithſul Miditer 
16 thar evefy tfue Miniſter Preaches them both,fot tha 


fFeachi:'s 77 pi frogi the Jaw, without imetey jiold 
rive afflicted Jouls into deſpair, and to preach feb 


Q- 
ſpel, to wit, thetcy to the ſoul, and hot to eſtabliſh th 
law to condemns the fleſh , would carry out meci inti 
luxutious hipoctiſy , therefore his witneſſes are faidty 
be tiro, receiving liphit from two Candleſticks, which at 
ſupplyed by thefe two Olive Branches : of which mort 
is teſtified, Zathariah 4. | 

Verſe 5. And if any man will burt them, fire proceeded 
out of their months and deſi royeth their Aaverf ri : BY 
hurting them, vndetftand live in luſt and inhdelityy. 
the fite of Gods wrath is poured out upon the uftful 
mind, by the Law, afd the fiery tryal that putifiesth 
believing ſ6uls,cafts out the unbelicving tid, therefor 
_ ; _- = SR {7 Ya 1s 
Verſe 6. If anymill hurt them, thus muſt be bid, 
how ? they ſhut Heaven, to wit, they declate there ſhall 
rio grace, tiuth, righteouſneſs ind peace be givei to tht 
luftful and unbelievers, for-being they like 7ot to ritad 
the kndwledge of Gd it their'minds, he gives them itt 
heardneſs of heart and vile off: tions. ard they thrnih 
waters into blood , to ſmite the Earth with all manatt 
plagues. as oft as they will, to wit, they declare thatal 
their righteouſnels and zeal, wherein they were delight 
ed, as a thirſty man'is with water, is no other but pe: 
ſecuting 5 and all his ſervants unto blood, and div 
fore all the Plagues of the book of God ſhall be upa 
tle Mm. | | ib 


« 


Verſe 5. And when they have finiſhed ther Teſtins 
to wit, they. rcftilying againſt the ungodlinels of meh 
which hold the fruth in untighteoulieſs, then Hep 
pocricy out of the bottomleſs pir,. even out of he for 
the Devil teicheth men $6 vnderftand tlie Serſpeats n 
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the wifdom of the fleſh after the letter of the word 
and fo to pervert the word of truth, to juſtifie ſuch 
| uw hipoctires , and perſecute and flay the ſervants 
of God. _ | 

Verſe 8. ana taeir Curpſes le in the great City,to wit, 
theold and new Teſtament , whereinthe law and oolpel 
are contained as inviſible bodies, are kept among hipo- 
critical profeſſors, who creciſyec the Lord Jefus,there- 
fore that great Cu y which literally was called Feruſalem, 
to wit, the Temple of peace, is ſpiritually called Sodom, 
ad Egypt, for though Hipocrites profeſs Religion,they 
xre ſlaves to their own lufts, as Sodom was, and enetnies 
to Gods people, as Egipt was, and therefore Pail calls 
it Feruſalers from below, which is in bondage with her 
Children, which are all carnal and litceral profeſſors. 

Verſe 9. And they of the People and Kindreds , and 
Tongues, and Gentiles ſhall ſee their Corps three days and 
an balf , and ſhall not ſuffer theirCarkaſes to be put in 
Graves, to wit, they ſhall exerciſe themſelves in the pro- 
ſefſion of all obedience to the lettct, and honour it as 
the moſt excellent thing which they wil} not have taken 
ſom them, and by three days and an half is ſignified, till 
God ſhew his pawer in the word, which 

Verſe 10, 11. He calls the ſpirit of life coming from 
bod, and giving life to his two Witneſſes, which he ſaith 


- 


' | fall be: af ter che ſame time, and then they that rejoyeed 


wer the and were glad, becauſe tneſe Prophets that vex- 
d all that dwell onthe earth, were ſlain, to wit, when the 
freachers of the power of the law to condemnation, 
udthe Goſpel to ſalvation are ſilenced, that the letter 
of the word may be preached as rules of righteouſneſs, 
then they r&joyce and are glad, and fend prefents one 
0 another, for they tcjoyce exceedingly, they can ob- 
e theſe rules, and be very zealous, and ftrive to out 
fitip 0he atrother in external holincfs, and go on in pride 
| Cee 48g 


+40 An Expoſition of the --- - 
and covetuouſneſs;& luſt for this fair outlide'sf Relizi 
on will cover all, but when God fets them on their ket 
2 gain,to wit, lends forth Miniſters that preachthe word 
powerfully, then great fear falls upon them that ſaw, 
jurtFe: before; but into the letter of the word. 
Verſe 12. And the 'witneſſes of God , or powerful 
Preachers ſhall bear a great woite from Heaven, ſaying t 
them come #9 hi. b:r,to wit, theLordJelus ſhall give then 
power to Preach the Kingdom of Heaven; andt 


' ſhall do fo, but in a Cloud, to wit, that ſtill-the Mifte- 


ry of the truth be hid from all the wordly wiſe', but 
their encmics ſhall ſee them, 'to wit; ſhall receive the 
word and be converted. ' © © | 

' Verſe 13. And the ſame honr ſhall be a preat earth 
cuake, to wit, all their carthly mindedneſs thall be de- 


ſtroyed, and the tenth part of the City ſha'l fall, to wit, 


all Hipocrify ſhall be deſtroyed, and in the earth qual 
ſhall be ſaintn ;,umb.r ſeven thouſand, that is, when the 
carthly minis mortified, they ſhall die to theralelves 
and live unto God, they ſhall die to'the fleſh; and'liven 
the ſpirit, they ſhall die to luſt, and live'in righteovuſnel 
and fo be perfeRly converted, for ſeven (ignifies always 
perfeRion and. the remnant, to wit,” Gods people , fot 
they are always called a remnant, and they live flilin 
the fear of God, and give him glory. - 
Verſe 14. the ſecond wo is pa#t\, and: the third m 
cometh anon, that which follows declares the greiteſt joy 
to Gods prople, whence underſtand; that it isfo much 
oreater WO to the world'of unbelievers. 6 
Verſe 15. By great vbices in Heaven upon the ſoundin! 


of the ſeventh Ajigel, underſtand, that the perfeRtionol 
all Miniftry is to Afcribe all power to make of earthly | 
ſinners ſon bf God,tv be theLords and his Chriſts,nd 


it is byChrift; raigning in theif hearts;and when he takes 
unto him that Kingdom he reigns there for cver. þ 
| | rj: 


+ 
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Verſe 16, 17. And then the Prophets, and Saints f..ll 
apon thetr faces,and worſhip God to wit,deny themſelves 
and believe in Jeſus, and give praiſe unto the Lord that 
he hath deltroyed the Kingdom. of Satan and Reigr's in 
mans heart for cvcr. 

Ve ſe 18. And thegGentiles were angry, towit, Hea- 
theniſh,minds wouldfive in their lufts ſtil]; but che 11me 
come, tO wit, when the Golpel is preached,then every 
one muſt have his due reward ; for they that lie dead in 
hn, niuft be judged, 'but the ſervants of God, his Pro - 
phets and Saints, and they that fear his name, ſmall and 
great, muſt receive a rewar6;and then the Lord deſtroys 
them that deſtroys the earth, to wit, God gives his peo- 
ple 'vitory ov-r Satan, Sin, Hell, and Death. | 
' Ferſe'1g. Thin the Temple of God was ipened in Hea- 
4, to wit, broken'and-contrite' hearts, which are the 
Teinpte 6f: God, were opened by the Min:fry of the 
word, and then it was'manifcſt that God had made a 
covenant with them; in Jeſus, or given Jeſus for a cove- 

-nant-to them , and there were lightenings and woiccs and 

thuraerings, and eaithquakes, and much bail to wit great 

terrour to-the wicked ; - far the-word that is a favour 

of life unto believers,is a {favour of death unto unbetie- 

ers.” * 557% INI RIG . 

43 Chap. '12.\And there appeared agreat-wonder in Hea-. 
iy? to wit; among the Saints, for they have their'con- 


lverfation in\Heaven; to wir, in the pteſence of God, 
'for:hey believe in-Jefus, and rhey that believe in him , 
*borh he ahd theFather came down and-d welt with them, 
\amonp them is ſeen a'n 0-347 cloathed w th the Sun, and 
the Aoeriinder her feet j-and upen ker head a Cromn of 
twelve Stars; even the Thuirch or People of God, which 
iartelpa:hed with the rightcoulacls of Jeſus, and treads 


under fo ot the worlds :wiſttom, which is tgured bythe 


| Moon which hath but a borrowed light, and herCroen + 
L'A 


CCC 3 | is 
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is the emelve Apoſtles, which gives Teſtimony to Jews. 

Ve.ſ: 2. Aid (be was with Child, and cryed, tray. 
ing Brib, ard was pained ready to be deliverd;, Thyy 
is the ſorrow of the foul, afflited under the heavy bur 
den of his (in, when they are too heavy for him £9 bear, 
he cries, what ſorrow lrkg to my \faxraw ; then the Lord 
the God of mercy hears his KA a6 be heard the pro- 

digal, he is ready to br delivered for t5en the Fat 
zcvcales the Son in him; 

Verſe 3. And there appeared another winder t in Hu: 

wen , for beluld a great red Dragon, having ſeven head 
ard ten horns, and ſeven Crowns upon his heady; By Hes 
ven, underſtand the Church or Saints, as 1 ſaid before, 
by the Dragon; the Devil, for heis ready continually 
co tempt and delude the Saints , he deſires to wingow 
them» {ike wheat,ps our Saviour ſaid, By his ſeven frads, 
pnderftanc,that he is fpll of policy, ke hath many wiles, 
for ſever lignifics perſettipn or fulneſs, by ren. Hr 15 
derftand, that his malice againſt the Saints is greater 
then all his policy, and by his ſever Crowns,unfeſiand, 
:that all his politick ways axe received and honquged by 
wicked men and hypocritcs, for be is their Fachery and 
his lufts will they do. 

Verſe 4. Ard bis tail drew the third part of the Sion 
of Heaven, andcaſt. them tothe-earth : By his tail; ul- 
 derftand falſe; reathers, for. the Prophet that reackerh 

lies, is the tail ; and by the third part of the Stars vf 
, Heaven, underſtand, zealous Hipocrites, when their 
own conceits, and.in the opinion of thoſe that axe inthe 
fame ſorm with them, ſhine like.Stars of Heaven, by 
ca#ting them to the\earrb , underftand, that by the'delu- 
ſions of Satan, they underſtand all che Scriptures pies 
their own» earthly and carnal ſence, and fo peryen 
the word, and turn the truth into a ly. 


og 
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And the Dragon ford before the woman which was rea- 
ay to be delivere to dev! ur her Chila When jr ad broug bs 
it forth 3, when þ is.affli ed Soul hears. the Goſpel, the 
glad fygings af Crank of fins, apd ſalvation by free 
grace, the Devil is ready 19 allure: gyan,. cither to pride 
of God intg wantonnels,as.belieyery are peculed to day 
or to-make the Golpel. precepts ahd.rules for orcgrin 
a Chriſtian life, as zcalqus hyppcriges 9-06 all theſg 
ways do.as it were deyour Jeſus, and make the Goſpel 
of ng cifett. DP OW 

Verſe 5 : Soſhe brought fo:th a man child, that ſhoul 
rule all N':tions with.a rod of Iron, $0 wit, the peqpic of 
God heljeve in Jeſus, he 1s born, to wit, reyealed in 
them; and they are drawn to him, and both by the Fa- 
ther,and he myſt he the ry'er of his Church for ever. ta 
deſtroy all .artbly luſts and carnal.wiſgom in them for 
ever, a3. with a rod of [ron. And that ber Child was tak: 
en up wity God, and to his Throw, to wit believingin Je: 
a5, 3 a myRery bid from all rhe wiſe andprydenc ofthe 
ward, us a Myſtery; even Chrift in ys the hope of Glo- 
ry, Satan hath blinded their eyes, that the (ht gf this 
plorious.Gyſpel ſhould not ſhine upon chem.ghey think 
they believe it, for they belicye all things written in the 


# 
- 


Scripture concerning hitm,and {o do the iyeſs,and yer 
they,a£count it an excellent faith, 19. beligye in him thay 
too, that Ghrift crucified at Jeruſalem was the Son © 
God,and others belicye in Jefus thakJs in all men of ihe 
world, Joſef is the true | iphr, and yet not one of a tho\i.- 
lang that lives in the light ' o:hers have other conceits, 
Wit all tive i7 \gnorande, lome.in-prige, ſowe in drunke 
ennefs, and ſome jn arc lyſt ſome in pnorhgr, but where 
true faith is ,}ir- purifies the heart ,. jt qyarc«m's 16 
world, it wa: ks all righrcouſoels, is ſuffers all ailjictt- 
| 3 CCC 4 on 
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on even to death with patience | Therefore our Dixing 
lays it's a white tone thatjhath a new name engravenin 
It, which none can read but he that hath it. 1;miyhe 
ſome will ſay, it*s Jefus which'is the Child taken upty 
God and to his thrbne; well, then its every Believer too, 
. for he ſays that it% his'will, that where he'is, therehis 


ſervants ſhall be alſo, and it's their belicviog alſo that; . 


taken up with the; for they hiaye their conver{ationin 
Heaven, therefortit*s a worſhipios in ſpirit, andſet: 
ting their hearts and'aff2Qions not"on things below but 
on things above, their life is hid with God in Chriſt jt' 
that which neither eye hath ſeen.nor ear hath beard,nor 
heart conceived, all profeffours {eek for it, but they are 
ftricken with bſintheſs as the men bf Sodom, they can- 
not find the'Yoor, its in praying,they pray but they ak 
amiſs; its'in prailing they praiſe , butfic's the [dol of 
their hearts, 'God that hath not taken away their ſtory 
heart, and given them a new heart and renewed a fight 
lpirit within them, an idol that cannor kill and make a- 
tive. Und 'Tomfort an afflited heart, it*s in baptiſcaghcy 
are baptized, but not to death with Jeſus , that theſife 
alſo of Jelits might be manifeſted in their mortal bodies, 
it's in Communion. of the body and blood of Jcſus,and 
they receive the Communion, : but it*s'not fellowſhip 
with the Father of lights in whom is no darkneſs ,' and 
with our Lord Jeſus , for they that walk in darknels 
have no' Cortimunion with him}, it's in believing , and 
they belicye”, bug. not in him that juſtifies, the un- 
godly, that ace br freely, that rejeQs all the wil: 
Com and righteouſneſs of man, 'and teſtifies that Har- 
lots and Publicans ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Hear 
ven, before the ftrieſt' formalift in Religion, No 3- 


las they cannot believe the truth, for Satan the God of 
this world hath given them ſtrong deluſions, , that;they 


ſhould belicye a lye © It's in working ama 
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they. work, but not from taye of God, but from luft, 
to be ſeen and praiſed of 'men- It's not in ſearing God 
and his pgoodnels, but it*s' for fear of his wrath',' and 
feaſt they!hould go to Hell; therefore they work to 
pleaſe God, bot without the Mediator Jeſus, in whom 
alone ht'is well ptcafed, "therefore their working is like | 
a Wheel 'that'is turned faft. about all, the day by. the 
ſpinſter, and is at night'no farther then where it wasin 
the mornitis,, ſo they perform their daily rask and 
their | obfervations by might with great Zeal and dili- 
_ they roil as in the very fire for the, vanity of their 
Min Eta Ba) bf. | = WAH Se: - 
Verſe 6. And the woman fled into the Wilderneſs, to 
wit, the Church, every true. believer lives in che world 
among Lions, Wolves, Bears, and Tygers, and eye- 
ry wild heaft of prey ; there ſhe is hated, featned, en- 
yyed , reviled ,, perſecuted , ſlandered, reproached, 
murdered, as her Lord was, and as all her Children 
muſt be that beat the Teſtiiniony of jeſus, and ſhe goes 
on'amvygſt themriri meeKneſs and patience, Prayingfor 
them 3*abher Lord did ; Father Trails them, they know 
wot what they do, and as the firſt Martyr did;' Lord lay 
not this ſin to their charge: for here ſhe hatha pfacepro- 
vided'of Ggd, it's his good will that his fervants ſhould 
be hereby excrcifed in faith and patience. and waiting 
forthe'Lord eſus, and to give « Teſtimony to his name 
and to leavethe world without excofe, that he ſent his 
Prophets and ſervants amonft chem , and rhey hay not 
loved but Hated them and him in them) for this is the 
great condemnation of the world, that light 7s come itt- 
ro the world, Jeſus himſelf ; 'and ip his Saints, and he 
tells them it were berrer for them that they were caſt into 
the Sea; with a milſ{one hiemg about their negks, then t» FA 
fend 08 of 'hix little ones', andyet they count they > 


thele 


theſe inild Beaſts muſt his Ghyrch be fed , wich why; 
aug ig bread of affliftion and water of, aff. 
QN, as | 
fed, yet it is excellent faqd ;;it feeds tq bongur., 
if they ſuffer with Jeſust ign with! 
itfecds them to. cternal life, for they that die with hin 
fhall live with big for evergybich is igured byoze thy, 
[4nd two hundred #94, threſeoredieys , or three daysanl | the f; 
an half, the three days Gignifying their GuFering wh ly. - 
Jeſus, and the halfday their. entrance into.cternal lite, | 
and being taken far three years and an ball, which ca, 
taina thouſand two hundred and threeſcore days. - 
Verſe 7. fs there was a battle in Heguen, Michal | 
and bis Angels fought againſt the Dragan, av q the Dry 
gon and his Apgels = : | 
Chureh or Saints as befare.,, By 1ichaet , Chriſt, by | 
his Agel; true Miniſters, the yi, byt the AN ty 


By the Dragon the Devil as before, by his Angelsfa 


Miniſters that preach the ward in the wiſdom of myn; 
that this battles between. eg and falſeMiniſters whi 


hath on xn inthe wrch,, as in [{racl.betyen | 
true ang ul prophets, ynder the. Goſpel , betweo 
true. and. falle Apoſtles, True Teachers and Chriſt n 
them always contending te defend the -trpe doftrin 


1aid in the promiſe, the ſeed of the wamar ſball break tl 


chaich was by the King of Iſrael, fq.ars ther | ceſs 
hey Thall raiga with þim, of ec 


By Hears underfland the | genur 


head of the Rrgrnt delivered to. the Saints: from the | Thank 
tl 


hegioning,, the Dodtrine of free grace, thatChriſt hull | 
work all.our work in us, they would knaw nathing 8 | od $ 
.in the Ch if pr in the heart of man, hut Chriſt znd 

him Kite 3 an 

falſe teachgrs,and.Satan in them contend to peryert the 


and man ſuffering and dying with his, | ak.q 


word, and jyrn the truth. into 2 lye, and trouble the | 1, 


Church-making all che word precepts, lines, ruley lef | 
fons, and jnftryFtions and mans Salyatien to depend Vp: | jigs 
Q2 his obedicgcc to them; the firit exalts God 09.9 Ke 
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Fee grace in Jowvs3 the latter extols mans Wiſ- 
tom, Care, Diligence, Holinels, Zeyl and Righteopl: 


nels. | 
Verſe 8. But theſe Falſe Adiniſters prevailed not , 
(prailed be God ) neither was their plage found any 
pore in Heaven ,' to wit, among the: Saints, they will 
nog. receive that Doctrine , they Rand Redfaſt in 
he faith, which js their ſhield ro reſt Saran call þe 


Verſe 9- And the great Dragou that old Serpent -$af- 
id the " Dpuul and Satan was Ds , Which d.ceiveth afl 
the gr 4, he was caſt owt ato the ear th ang bus Angels were 
zaft ops m4ch bizyy tg wit, falle miniſters by Satans dely- 


* | {wnstnd pl3ce with vabelievers, carchly mindgd unre- 


Spare men which receive the word aker the wildoui 
of. man + acgerdling to the letcer, and wortbip Gad in 
award hypocrizicy APREATANCES, Adtions and Ge- 
ies. of 4h Body , gb{crvatians. and .conlideratigns” 
of ahezx gen Garpgl mind, ang regeive, their, Tefſi- 
RoFyfxpam the letter without and ng3 from the lgi- 
Temithin 4- Thus aff the Wold are deceived by them - 
ds 4587. very Amall Repoant whych God hagh pe- 

Yerſe 10. This viory Fives the Saints great joy, 
2 fls.rheir onths. with a new long, even Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving ito God and his Chrilt , that the Ring- 
vagf;!G ed and power of Chriſt lives in their heaps, 
#d $8149 30d his falle Miniſters that accuſed them for 
kregagks io [Doftrinp and licentipys 10 (onverlation 15 
"Yerfe 3.41 Andthey overcame hi by nf Ueod of the 
Ianb,, even £246. Jeſus, which gleanſtrh them fron 
i Skrnpfe: of the fieſp , 446 Þy tht ward of their Te 
lineryjy} I9wit, by high cloſe to.the truth of the 
nerd of God which fanft.hes the Soul , 2s ops S4vj- 

f our 


} 
\ 


Forth the man child : To wit, Hefſtirred vp all earthly 
*people of God 3* as'Davit cries vut, why 45d FhFH 


Ln 


- 
# 
” 
- 
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our prayed for them; Sanftifie. them through th 
truth ,-thy word is truth: And' they loved nt thy 


lwyes unto the Death, to wit. they ſuffered freely fa 5 


the name of Jeſus. Theſe are the three things where 
in the Saints evercome all, even faith, truth and 
tience. This is their ſpiritual armour. 


Verſe 12. Therefore rejoyce ye Heavens andy: te|! 


dwell in them;, By Heavens ſtill underſtand: Saints, ay 
by dwelling in them , their ſticking cloſe to the gy. 
.miſe. Wo to the Inhabitants of the E.rth and of t 
Sea, to wit, Hypocrites, that are earthly minded, x 
our Saviour cryed often wo to you Scribes, Phatiſn 
Hypocrites, and by the Inhabitants of the Sea, \unde: 
ſtand, men that live in their Tuſts ſor they arc'alnzy; 
compared*to Rivers and raging Floods , and Wars 
of the Sea and the like , and wo is to them, for th 
Devil is cont to them, and hath great wrath, kniy- 
ing that he hath but a ſhort time, here is the power 
the Devil' wanifeſted* in man';; that man hath'gret 
wrath eſpecially in matter: of 'Religion ,” though k 
be patient in temporal things, | It is'contrary with; 
ttue Believer , 'though he'be- paſſionate-in other mat 
ters, yet he js exceeding patient in ſuffering for te 
Truth. bhp: Fa." Fg O's 

* Verſe 13. 'And when the Dragon ſito that he nat 
into the earth, tt perſecnted the woman that bad 'brogh 


unregenerate men of all ſott9apainſt the Chorch, the 
then ſo furiouſly rage. together , and the Fews miligint« 
the Church or truc Believers are always Sufferers; Hy 


__ and lyſtfyl perfotis ke perſecuters; ftit? od up 
Dy Satan," | « 2331 T5. 30 Bk 
Yerſe 


vain thing,” Why do King £ and Rklers ſet thimfilves « 
gainſt the Lord and his Chriſt? Hence is hofden' forti 
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Fs But to the Woman was given two Wings of 


gruat Eagle that ſhe might fly into the Wilderneſs to 
r place, By the Wings, underſtand , the word-of 


(ruth, or truth of the word which is a Myſtery unto 


he world , whereby Believers are hid from men, 

xophane perſons account them ſuperſtitious, to wit, 
nore religious then needs, hypocrites account them - 
lIcentious , to wit, little regarding Religion, ſo they 
xe amongſr us as in aWilderneſs amongſtWild Beaſts, 

ad it is their place, for they muſt ſuffer and be con-- 
formed to their head, and there they are fed as is de- 

cared, 'Verſe 6. 

Verſe 15. And the Serpent , to wit, Satan, caſt 
wt of * his mouth, water like a flo:d after the Woman, 
that he might cauſe her to be carrizd away of the 
food; By this floed underſtand , forms of Religion, 
which are as little of worth as water ſpilt upon the 
ground , but are ſo many that they arc like a flood, 
but the woman, to wit, the Church is not carryed, 


| not moved by them ,, they are all ftrongly Religi- 


ous, but ſhe regards them not, for its in outward ap- 
prarance only. 

Verſe 16. But the earth holp the woman , opened 
ker mouth and ſwallowed up the flood , which the Dra- 
gon caſt out of his month, to wit, earthly minded men, 
run into various forms of Religion as faft as they can be 
ngnted. 

Verſe 17. Then the Dragon was wrath with the 
Woman, and went and made war with the remnant of her 
ſeed, which keeps the commandment of God , and hath 
the Teſtimony of Feſus Chriſt, to wit, when Satan hath 
raiſed up many forms of Religion, he is in them all: 
fighting apainft the Servants of God, for they that 


have a form of Religion , alwaics reſiſt the pn 
an 


yo An Expoſition of the 
and contend 2gainft, yea hate and perſecute the Se. 
vants of God, which keep his commandment, which 
he commanded all , ſaying, Thi is my beloved ſin i4 
mhom I am xell pleaſed; hear hin, and they bave thy 
Teſftimoncy of Jeſus, who faith, the they were, an 
tho gaveſt thtm me, a:d they hage loved me, becauſe | 
Came out f. owns thee, 

Verſe 18. And 1 flo:4 onthe Sza ſand; Hereby 
figured that the Miniſter ef the Truth ftands Upon 
ſolid Ground , but while he lives in this world , th, 
raging , {welling of iniquity arc near him, he feg 
them and is prieved, as righteous Lot vexed his ſou 
to ſee the filthy converſation of the Sodowntes. 

Chap, 13. Verſe 1. And I ſaw a Beaſt Tiſe out of 
the Sta, having ſeven heads and ten Horns , and um 
his Herns ten Crowns, ahd upon his heads the nam 
Blaſphemy ; By a Beaſt raſmg ont of tke Sea, under- 
ſtand, that out of thay Sea of iniquity that! is in the 
heart of. man ,- role: up Cain, an Hypecrite that 
Worſhipped God with due Sacrificesas he was taught 
by his Father, but had envy and aturder in his hean, 


this Hypocrite, as our Saviour faith , was a Child of 


the Devil ,-and {o he is here deſcribed to be vety like 
him, he hath ſeven H:ads , to wit, Hpocricy is full 
of Policy, and ten Horns, that is he hath mare envy 
and bitterneſs againſt the Saints of God. and tm 
Crowns upon his Horns, to wit, his bitterneſs ageig|t 
the Saints , is honoured of men for great zeal ahd 


0d lincſs . his: killing the Saints is counted good fer- 


vice to God, By blaſphemy upon his heads, vunaer- 
ſtand , all his invented forms and holy ways of Reii- 
gion are blaſphemy againſt God. 
- Verſe 2. And the beaſt which I ſaw Was like a Lee- 
part ; The Hypeerite is fpotted with ſpots of wane 
nc 
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neſs that cannot be fcoored ot with Niter and mtich 
Spe, 115 f6et-1ike x Bears ſect , he Aamps vpon and 
cruſhes to Death alt the 'S3ifrs of 'God ; For they 
haxe all {ured by Hypdetites; atid kis mouth is ike 
the rhouth' of a Lyon; when the Liot-roars all the 
Beafts of the Forreft tremble, ſo the Hypocrite or- 
daihs Laws to bring all Gods people to deftruttion ; 
Thos he fits in the Throne of Satan and'uſeth his pow- 
tr and great authority. The Throne of Sitan is to 
btviſe the heel of Jefus., even to tempr the Sairits, 
and his power and great Authority is to gy 
them to Death, and the Hypocrite is his vaflal to do 
all that. 


Verſe 2. and 1 ſaw one of his heads mounded as to 
Death; to wit, when the Lord drowned all the 
Wotld becauſe of Hypocrify being grown to ſuch a 
heiphit, that the Godly feed which are called the Sons 
of God, had marryed the Daughters of men, and 
ſo turnedall the Worſhip of God into humane policy, 
Hypocticy feeined- to be beheaded , when there was 
none reſerved but righteous Noah; but hit deadly wonnd 
mas bealed; to wit, hypocricy was revived in Cam; 
Ard «ft the ttorld wondred and followed the Beaſt, thiey 
zoreetf with Nimrod to build a Towet , whoſe to 
ſhould feach ts Heaven. This is the continual wotk 
of Hypocrites 'to exalt themſelves Þove all that is 
ated God; fo is their mind liften op in” ptide , 


. 


through their fair beautiful outward appearing Reti- 
gion. | 


Verfe 


C 
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Verſe 4. And they worſhipped the Dragon that gave | 
power to the Beaſt , to wit , this, their Religion which 
they account the Worſhip of. God, .is.the, Worſhi 
of the Devil , who hath taught them to make lick 
a ſhew of Holineſs , as. the Scribes. and Phariſees 
ſaid .tkey were the Sons of. God , but our, Saviour 
told them.., they were of their Father the Devil , and 
the Phariſce; thanked his God., to wit, the Devil 
that he was not (ſinful as other men ; it. muſt needs 
be the Devil that' made, him, think himfelf 'fo , for 
God teacherh, man to: know, himſelf to be but ma, 
and ſets all , his iniquities before him; = | 


Aid they worſhip the Beaſt , ſaying , who is like 
1;to the Beaſt, who 1s able to war with him, to wit, 
every Hypocrite honours his own form of Religi- 
on, ſaying, there is none ſo agreeable to. the truth 
of Gods Word, he dare prove it ſo out of the 
Scriptures. 


Verſe 5. And there was given a mouth that ſpae 
great things and Blaſphemies , 


Verſe 6. And power to do thus two and farty Months, 
to wit, as long as the World endures the Hypo- 
Crite ſhall have.the honour amongſt men , and, the 
ſervants of God ſhaſſhÞ Sackcloath, for their for- 
ty two Moneths, and the thouſand two hundred and 
threeſcore days, and three years and an: half arc 
all one time. 
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Verſe 7. Here is plainly ſhewed that hypocrific muſt 
reign and deſtroy the Saints as long as the world en- 
dures. 

Verſe 8. Andall that dnell on theearth will be hy- 
pocrites, tO wit; religious in outward appearance, 
but the Saints, whoſe Names are written in the Lambs 
Book of Life, and they ſeem not religious at all, for 
they bear the Image of the Lord Jeſus, and hzs vi- 
ſage was ſo ſpoiled, there was no beauty in him, that when 
he was ſeen, he ſhould be deſired. 

Verſe 9. If any man have an ear, let him hear. This 
ſignifies that everyone ſhould hear not what mans 
wiſdom ſpeaks, but what the Spirit ſpeaks to the Chur- 
ches; and no man can hear ſo, except he whoſe Ear 
God hath opened; and whoſe Heart he hath humbled 
to receive the Truth. | 

Verſe 10. Here is {ignified that the Hypocrite ſhall 
have judgment according to the cruelty he hath ex- 
erciſed upon the Saints, and that the Saints ſhall ſuf- 
feras long as they live. 1n this world to exerciſe their 
Faith and Patience. . - 2 | 
Verſe 11. And I bcheld another Bealt coming up out 
of the earth, which had two borns like the Lamb , but he 
ſpaks like the Dragon. This Beaſt is the Hypocrite un- 
der the Goſpel, which profeſſeth to believe in Jeſus, 
but he ſpeaks not meekly like Jeſus, who ſaid, :t be- 
hoved him to ſuffer, that the Styprures ipht be fulfilled ; 
but.he ſpeaks like the Dragon, that faith, 7 am great, 
I ought to ſpeak, who is Lord over me ? * 

Verſe 12. And he did all that the firſt Beaſt could 
do, and be cauſed the Earth, and them that awell there- 
in, to, worſhip the firſt Beaſt, whoſe d:adly wound was 
healed; that is, the Hypocrite under the Goſpel , 


caulerh all to be zealous of obeying the Law; 
Ddd as 
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753 An Expoſition of the 
as the falſe Apoſtles muſt needs have keeping 
of the Law joyned to Faith in Chriſt, that no man 
be ſaved by free Grace", but upon condition of 


Obecience; yea they make the Goſpel a Law , man | ; 


muſt repent, believe , be baptized, receivethe $4. 
crament, Pray , Cc. all as Duties, not as [gifts of 
God, operations of his Grace, fruitsof his Spirh, 
all their Religion relies upon Do this and live, which 
is the word of the Law. 

Verſe 13. And he did great wonders , ſo that he mat; 
fire come down on the 'earth in the ſight of men; all the 
wonders that the Hypocrite works is fire ; he hath x 


fiery zeal, andthis he accounts to be very keavenh, | 


and by this he murders,” afflitts, or impriſons, or 06- 
therwiſe puniſheth and tormenteth the Saints. 
Verſe 14. By this great ſhew of fiery zeal, he de- 


ceiveth men, and cauſeth them to (exerciſe the' ſame | 


hypocriſte , which is making the Image of the Beuf 
which had his deadly wound healed. 

Verſe 15. Ard'it was permitted him to 'give a Spiritto 
the Image of the Beaſt ;, this is no other than to account 
that their external legal obedience'is the true ſpirity- 
al worſhip of God, and fo make way for thisfire, 
that all that will not acknowledge it to be ſo; fhal 
be. burnt for Hereticks. Pap 
' Werſe 16, 17. And be makes all people of all ſortito 
Feceive a mark it thtir right hand, or in their forehead, 
that none may buy or fell except he have the Mark," 


. Name of the Beaſt, or the Number of his Name. BY 


tuying and ſelling, underſtand exerciſe Religion; for 
their Religion 1s a bargaining with God; 1/raecom- 
plained that they had prayed and faſted ſeventy years, 
2nd God regarded them not; they will not as mvct 
as ſhut a door for nothirg, they*will have wages for 


their work, and grumble if any receive a free gilt, 2s 
| our 
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out Saviour ſhews.in- Parable; and they ſay conſtant- 
ly; they walk catefully, zealouſly, &c. to get Faith, 
and get Chriſt, and get rhe Spirit, &e. 

. Verſe 18. Here i wiſtlom, let him that hath wit count 
the number of the Beaſt, for it ® the nmmber of a man, 
and it 6s ſix hundred ſixty ſix. This is the Mark; God 
granted unto man fix days to work in, and he made 
2 ſeventh day for man to reſt from all his Labors,and 
ſerve his God ; ſo the number of aman is to work i 
out; ſo he hath fix in a threefold dimenſion, he will 
work to pleaſe God with all, even 'iina hundred ways 
of Zeal, in a hundred forms of Religion, but he 


. will not celebrate a day to the Lord, a day to ccaſe 


from all his own works, and attend to the work of 
God upon his Sou}, he cannot attain to the ſeventh 
day; de' cannot believe that he may enter into the 


reſt of God, much lefs can he attain to-ſeven times 
ſeven, .the Jubilee of God, to releaſe all thar are in- 


debted_ to\him , and the Land that is :morgazed 
to bim , and fet his bond-fervent at liberty, and 
ket the:earth reſt,” and get neither Hay nor Corn,and 
let the beaſt reſt from-all labours, chat he* may live 
only by the free gift and grace of Gd , therefore 
toil he muſt all his days in the very fire throvgh this 
rattity of his Mind, and as he loved'not to forgive 
others: treſpaſſes, the heavenly Father wil not for- 
give him; but deliver him to the Gaoler till he pay 
the utmoſt farthing. 

' Chaps 14: This is a glorious Chapter , the firſt 
Verſe ſhewing -that Chritt the Lamb of God js in his 
Church with his Saints, who have his Fathers Name 
Written in their forcheads, to wit, to give all glory 


to God hefore the face of all men: 


* Thenext four Verſes ſet forth theſe Saints, that 
their praiſing God is terridle to the wicked world, 


D4& 232 Verſe 


« Name of the Beaſt, or the Number of bu Name. V 
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753 An Expoſition of the 
as the falſe Apoſtles muſt needs have kt 
of the Lawyjoyned to Faith in Chriſt, that no 4 
be ſaved by free Grace', but upon condition 
Obecience; yea they make the Gofpel a Law , th 
muſt repent, believe , be baptized, receivethth 
crament, pray , Ce. all as *orgn, not 2s -gift 


"5p 


God, operations of his Grace, fruits'of his Sy 


all their Religion relies upon Do this and live, wii] | 


is the word of the Law. 
Verſe 13. And he did great wonters , ſo that he m 


. fire come down on the earth 'in the fight of men ;, alt 


wonders that the Hypocrite works is fire ; he hath 
hery zeal, andthis he accounts to be very heaveth 
and by this he murders, afflifts, or impriſons, ot $ 
therwiſe puniſheth and tormenteth the Saints. 
Verſe 14. By this great ſhewof fiery zeal, hed 
ceiveth men, and canſeth-them to (exerciſe the' fate 
bypocriſie , which is making the Image of the Jl 
which had his deadly wound healed. 4 
Verſe 15. Aid'it was permitted him to 'give a Spirit 
the Image of the Beaſt ;this is ng other than to accot 
that their external legal obeience'is the true ſpirits 
al worſhip of God, and fo make way for this 
fhat all thatwill not acknowledge it to be ſo; fl 
be. burnt for Hereticks. Fas 
"Verſe 16, 17. And be makes _— of all ſortth 
Peceive a mark ih thtir right hand, 'or 11 their forehedd 
that none may buy or fell except he have the Markt 


Fuying and ſelling, underſtand exerciſe Religion; 


their Religion 15a bargaining with God; 1/raeb colt ' 
plained that they had prayed and faſted ſeventy yearz 


26d God regarded them not; they will not as mal 
as ſhut a door for nothing, they*will have wages for 
thcir work, and grumble if any receive a free gift, 5 

t ou 
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out Saviour: ſhews:in.Parable; and they ſay conſtant- 
ly; they walk cateftilly, .zealoufly, &c. to get Faith, 
and get Chriſt, and get the Spirit, &e. 
- \Werſt 18. Here 1 wiſtlom, let him that hath wit count 
tht number of the Beaſt, for it ® the nimmber of a man, 
and it is ſix bundyed ſixty ſix. This is the Mark, God 
| granted unto man fix days to work in, and he made 
8 ſeventh day for man to reſt from all this Labors,and 
ſexye his God ; ſo the number of a-man is to work i 
out; ſo he hath fix in a threefold dimenſion, he will 
Me work to pleaſe God with all, even'ira handred ways 
of Zeal, in a hundred forms of Religion , but he 
will not celebrate a day to the Lord, 'a day to ccaſe 
Is, ot $þ from all his own works, and attend to the work of 
God upon his Sou}; he cannot attain to the ſeventh 
| dayz dei cannot believe that he may enter into the 
he' fate} reſt. of God; much tefs can he atratn to-ſeven times 


he B#f| ve; the Jubilee of God, tov releaſe all thar are in- 


dedted-to\him , and the Land that is ;:morgaged 
Fp-r#h] "x0 him , and fet his bond-fetvent at liberty, and 
accolt] Jet theiearrh reſt,* and get neither Hay nor Corn,and 
Iri-| let the beaft reſt frontal labours,” that he may live 
thisfis| -only by the free gift and. grace of God , therefore 
©; All] Joil he maſt all-his days in the very fire throvgh this 
ranity of his Mind, and as he loved'not to forgive 
' ſortih - others: treſpaſſes, the: heavenly Father will not for- 
orched| give hin; but deliver him to the Gaoler till he pay 
Markn| the utmoſt farthing, | 
ve; W] + Chapy 14:"This is a glorious Chapter , the firſt 
0n'; ff 'Verte ſhewing that Chritt the Lamb of God js in his 
e/ com Church with bis Saints, who have his Fathers Name 
7 yeakl \ritten-in-their forcheads, to wit, to give all glory 
© God before the face of all men: 

ges for] * Thenext four Verſes ſer forth theſe Saints, that 
pift, 8] their praiſing God is terrible to the wicked world, 


Difficult: Texts in Revelations. 456 


our D#4& 2 * Ferſe 


dans % 4 \ _— bv - | Lb 


$0y $0.) OE RE RP. rep; 


Y v 
x 


756 An Expoſlitront of the 

Verſe 2. "As great Waters and Thunder , but pleq- 
ſant to all the Saints, and in the ſight of God as the 
Muſick of Harpers. PEA 

. -JVerſe 3. Anddnew Song, which none could learn but 
they wao are bought. from the earth , which ſignifies 
that none can give Praiſe..to God alone, but the 
Saints ; for all others are praiſing their Wiſdom, 
Zeal , Care ,, Diligence , Watching , and the like; 
tor theſe cannot be joyned together : either God muſt 
be all, or elſe they rob him.of his glory, and attri- 
bute his praiſe to graven Images, even- to their con- 
ceitcd holineſs 3; but the Saints are wholly ſeparated 
from theſe things, they ſee unrighteouſneſs in their 
holy things, .and account them loſs and dung; which 
is ſignified , 

Verſe 4. By being Virgins, not defiled with women, 
and by following the Lamb inall his ways, for Jeſus at- 
tributed all.to God, ſaying, There # none _goood but 
one, even God, and again , that he did nothing but 
what he had feen with the Father. | 2 

Verſe 5. Therefore their Mouths are found without 
gle , and they are without ſpot before the Throne of 
Goa, | JE | 

Verſe 6. By Angel, underſtand a true Miniſter of 
God; by Mia-heaven, underſtand preaching the 
Truth, and nothing cither above or below it; by 
everlaſting Goſpel, underſtand that it is the fame whuch 
was preached to Adam when he had firſt ſinned,which 
is now Chriſt being come in the fleſh, and ſhall be to 
the worlds end, ſo that the Promiſe, The Secd of the 
Woman ſhall break, the Serpents head, contains as much 
as our Baptiſm, and Communion, and Faſting, and 
Feaſting, and Sacrificing or Offering up -our ſelves 


to God, and whatever is done as to our righteouſnels' 


and ſalvation; for he is all tueſe things tous, - iS 
ut 
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but our planting into him, and abiding in-him, as he 
ſhews by bis Parables, and prays for us to the Father, 
that we may be one 45 they are one, and. one with God in 
hm. Es 

Verſe 7. And this preaching is but to bring us to 
fear and glorifie God the Creator of all things; and 
when this Goſpel is preached, it brings Judgment 
upon the world becauſe of unbglief; therefore Fob! 
Bapti# the firſt Preacher of it, faid; Now # the Axe 
laid to tbe root of the Tree, &c, Avd Jeſus himſelf 
faith, For Fudzment am ]come into the world; and a- 
gain, If I had not come, they had had ro ſin, but now 
have they no cloak, for their ſin;, for this is the condemna- 
tion of the world, that light is come into the world, and 
men love darkneſs rather than light. | 

Verſe 8.The next thing a true Minifter preacheth, 
is that Hypocriſie is deſtroyed in the hearts of them 
that receive the Goſpel; for Hypocriſie is commonly 
figured by Babylon or Edom, and cannot be rooted 
out of mans heart but by Faith in Jeſus. 

Verſe 9. Here is the third Angel, or the third thing 
that a true Miniſter preacheth, That whoſoever wor- 
ſhips the. Beaſt, or his Image, or receives his Mark, or 
his Name in his hand or his forehead, that is, wholoe- 
ver thinks that his obedience to any Precepts or Ex- 
hortations in the Law, or under the Goſpel, can a- 
vail any thing to his ſalvation, and doth nor believe 
that every Scul is faved freely by Jeſus, wien he 1s 
dead in ſin, and fo unable to do any good thing, or 
well-pleaſing to God, and that all obedience is the 0- 
petation of that grace, the effect of that love, the 
fruic of his Spirit given to us to mortifie our ſinful 
natu;e, aud lead us into all Truth; that Soul that 
knows not theſe things by believing, 

Verſe 10. Shall dari k the m_ of Gods wrath, and 
Ddd 3 
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be tormented in fire and brimſlone in the fight of the luly- 
Angels and of the Lamb. $i 

Verſe 11.. Ard the ſmoke of their torment ſhall of- 
cend for eve;., andthey ſhall have no reſt day nor mght. 

Verſe 12. Here is the patience af the Saints, hee art 
they that keep the Commands of Gad, and the. Faith 
Feſus, to wir, They behold this miſery of the wick- 
ed, and rejoyce in their ſufferings, and give praiſe 
to God and the Lamb for ever. 

Verſe 13. Hence the Miniſters of Truth are com- 
manded by. a voyce from Heaven , to wit; by the 
Word of God, to declare that it is eſtabliſhed for 
ever as a thing that is written, that they are fully 


bleſſed which die in the Lord, to wit; which die to 


fin by faith in Jeſus; for they ſhall be raiſed. alſo with 
bim, they ſhall have their part in the firſt Reſurrection, 
ard the ſecond Death, ( to wit ,, the torments of the 
wicked under the wiath of God ) ſhall have ng. power 
over them: for they reſt from their labours , and their 
works follow them. to wit , they come freely from 
faith, and grace , and Love, and the hoiy Spirit, gl- 
ven them of God, and are not wrought torget faith 
and grace,c, This is the Teſtimony of the Spirit in 
all the Word of God:It*s fleſhly wiſdom thar perverts 
the Word, and turns the Truth into a Lic; when 
man underſtands the Word any other way, {et himte 
Anathema /Maranathathat teacheth ſo. 

Verſe 14. Ard I looked, and behald a white Cloud, 
and upon it one ſitting like unto the Son of may, with 4 
Crown of Gold upon his head, and in his hang a ſharp 
Sickk. By 4 Cloud, underſtand ſtill the hiding of 
theſe Myſteries from the worldly wiſe ; By whate , 80- 
derſtand that they are for the peace of his Saints ; by 
the (harp Sicle, his teachings that was with authority 3 
by bi Crown of Gold, underſtand that Jeſus alope 


pre- 


; 
- 
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prevailed to overcome all enemies, and bring his 
Saints to Salvation. | 

Verſe 15. And azother Angel came out of the Tem- 
ple, &c. underſtand by this Angel, and the next , 
which came out of the Temple, true Miniſters, who out 
of broken hearts and afflicted fouls pray earneſtly 
wo! gu to work his great work for ſalvation of the 
world. 

Verſe 16. The firſt prays-that his Ele&t might be 
brought to the knowledge of the Truth through all 
the Earth, and Jeſus performs it. 

Verfe 17. The «ther had power over the fire ( its pu- 
rifying and refining fire ) that the Cluſters of the 
Vineyard may be gather:d, even thoſe few grapes that 
are found among the branches, after the vintage; 
and Jeſus performed it, and caſt all thoſe Vines #»ta 
the great Winepreſs of Gods wrath , to wit ,, that fleſh 
and blood, with all the Luſts and Aﬀettions of ir, 
might be deſtroyed in his Saints, that their Faith may 
be F oritled by this fiery Trial, and their Souls fancti- 
hed by the blood of Jeſus, by ſuffering with him. 

Verſe 18. And the Wine-preſs was treden without the 
Cty ; the mortification of the fleſh is in this world, 
before that they. enter into the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and it is done perfectly ; for the blood runs down in 4 
deep flood that reaches to the harſe brigles, to wit, ta 
= down all their ſtrength and ſwiftneſs; for the 

orſe is a Creature endued with ſtrength and ſpeed ; 
and therefore hereby is figured the deſtroying ſelt- 
confidence; and their ſwifcne(s, as the Prophet ſaith, 
that they fit down by the low waters of Shilob, and re- 
Joyce not in the ſtrong and ſwift ſtreams of the Egypitan 
River Nilus. By a thouſand and ſix hundred furlongs, 
underſtand that free grace ſeparates a Believer tar 
from his Sin, eyen to the hatred of his own Soul be- 
cauſe of Sin. Ddd 4 Chip. 


760 An Expoſition of the 


Chap. 15. verſe 1. And T ſaw another S1gn in Hea- 
ven, to wit, a Miracle or a ſtrange thing to man, in 
the Church, ſeven. Angels having the ſeven la#t Plagus. 
for by them it fnlfilled the wrath of God; tomit, 
all che Muufters'of God declaring all his Judgments 
againſt Sin and Hypocriſie ; for by Angels is always 
meant true Teachers, and by Seven, all, or fulnefs, 
Or - ap , and by Plagues, the Judgments of 
God. 

Verſe2. And I ſaw asit were a glaſſie Sea mingled 
with firc, and them that had gotten the viftcry of the 
Beaſt and of his Image, and of his Mark, and of the 


niumoer of his Name, ſtand on the Sea of Glaſs, having | 


the Ha'ps of God. By the Sea of glaſs mingled with 
fire , underſtand Faith in Jefus, which is large and 
INCGNCEjvable to the wit of man as the bottomleſs 
Sea, but clear and bright as glaſs, and likewiſe flip- 
pery as glaſs, that none can ſtand on it, but the 
Saints ; and its mingled with fire, for they that live 
in it, do live with God, who is a conſuming fire; 
but the Saints that have overcome the Bealt, &c. to 
wit, denied themſelves, and all the help, wiſdom and 
ri2hteouſneſs of man, do ſtand on this Sea, (to wit, 
live by Faith) having the harps of God, to wit, being 
filled with joy in believing, 

Ve:ſ: 3. And they ſang the Song of Moſes the Ser- 
want of God, and of the Lamb, to wit, they magnil- 
ed his judgments delivered by Moſes, and praiſed 
him for his Mercies poured upon all Nations through 
———_ a$in the words following, verſe 4. 1s manil- 
elt. 

V.5. Ard T looked, and beho!d the Temple of the Ta- 
beznacle of teſttmor y was open im Heaven. By Heaven,ſtill 
underſta:d the Saints,and by Temple,their broken and 
contrite hearts for there is rhe Tabernacie of Teſti- 

mo'y 
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mony, 4 certain witneſs unto the power of God, that 
hath broken down their pride, and wakened them out 
of ſecurity, diſcovered their fin, laid them under 
Judgment, and likewiſe there is a full teſtimony of 
his Mercy in Jeſus, that quickned them when they 
were dead in ſin, and made them of finners ſons of 
God, and became all things to them that was neceſſa- 
ry both to righteouſneſs and falvation; thus is the 
Temple of the T abernacle open in them, and in no other ; 
for toall other theſe things are hid, although ſome 
have heard of them, and can talk of them, but be- 
ing not the work of God upon their ſouls, they do 
bur ſteal the Truth from their Neighbour. 

Verſe 6. And the ſeven Angels came out of the Tem- 
ple (ro wit, true Miniſters that are well experienced 
in theſe works of God, come to preach the ſame, 
that every man may hear the wighty works of Ged, 
as they did that heard the Apoſtles preach, when the 
Holy Ghoſt came down upon them; And they had 
the ſeven Plagues, to wit, asthey preach out of expe- 
rience all the gracious works of God's Mercy to the 
Soul, ſo have they as good experience to declare all 
the Judgments of God upon the fleſh, and all the 


luſts and affeftions of it, that as the.new man grows 


and increaſes in the ſtrength. of God in their inner 
man ſo the old man may be mortified dayly by the 
Croſs of Chriſt in their outer man; ſo theſe Angels 
are Scribes well inſlruftcd to the Kingdom of God, and 
bring out cf their treaſures things cld and new; and they 
are cloathed in bright Linnen (to wit, the righteoul- 
neſs of Jeſus, and their breaſts girdcd with golden gir- 
ales, to wit, they are ſo eſtabliſhed in the Truth,that 
they will not ſhrink from it, but will declare it all 
and fully to all people, 

Ve /e 7. 
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. Verſe 5. Ard one of the four Beaſts gave unto the [e 
ven Angels ſeven golden Vials full of the wrath of Go 


which liveth for everwore. By the four Beaſts, is to 
be underſtood the four Evangeliſts ; ſo that the mean- 
ing is, that by the true knowledge of the Goſyel, 
every true Miniſter knows all the judgments of God 
againſt all ſin and hypocriſie, and daily preach th; 
ſame ; for the Mercy of Gad cannot be rightly ad- 
miniſtred to. the Soul, but Judgment muſt alſo he 
poured out ypon the fleſh. 

Verſe 8. And the Temple (to wit, Gods People ) 
was full of the ſmoke of the glory of God, and of hi 
power, and no man was able to enter into the Temple till 
the ſeven Plagues of the ſeven Angels were fulfilled, th 
wit, no man can receive the Mercies of God till the 
fleſh be crucified, and the carnal mind mortified. 

Coap. 16. verſe 1. And 1 heard a great woyce out of 
the Temple. ſaying to the [even Angels, Go your way, 
poure out the wials of the wrath of God upon the Earth, 
This 1s no other but a Command and Commiſſion gi- 
ven to all true Miniſters to preach the Goſpel ; for 
as it is a favour of life to eternal life to the Believer, 
ſoit isa favour of death to eternal death to the earti- 
ly mind. | 

Verſe 2. And the firſt powvred out his vial upon. tht 
Earth, and there fell a toyſom and grievous Sore upon the 
men that had the Mark of the Beat, and upon thew 
which worſhipped his Image. By preaching the Goſpel, 
carnal minded men, or Profeſſors are brought to 
know what a ſore and grievous Evil it is to havecot- 
fidence in their own wiſdom and righteouſneſs, which 
is the Mark and Image of the Beaſt. 

Verſe 3.-And the ſecond Angel poured out his Vial #p- 
on the Sea, to wit, Preached the Judgments of God 
againſt them that live in their luſts and w_—— 
ures, 


given, 
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which is as 4 Sea of Iniquity, and it became as the blood 
if a dead man, and every living thing died in the Sea; 
to. Wit  'by - receiving the Goſpel , all'manis ſinful 
curſe become as. filthy unto him as a dead mans 
blood ,, and all his Life in that way is found tabe 
death to his Soul; ſo that he abhors Himſelf becauſe 
of fin, when he ſees this glory of God, as Fob did. 

Verſe 4. And the third Angel poured out bns vial up- 
on the rivers and fountains of water, and they berame 
Hood ( he that taſteth how good and gracious the 
Lord is, by believing or receiving the Goſpel, allthis 
fleſhly delights and earthly pleaſures, which were as 
fountains or rivers of camfort to him before, are 
now become as loathſom to his Soul as Blood to 
drink On. » 

Verſe 5. And I beard the Angel of the waters /ay, 
Lord, thok art juft, which art, and which waſt , and 
boly, which judge/t theſe things. 

Verſe 6. For they ſhed the blood of the Saints and 
Prophets, and therefor: baft thou given them blood to 
drink, for they are worthy. By the Angel of the wa- 
ers, underſtanda true Miniſter of the Goſpel which 
preacheth., that in the hearing of faith the Spirit is 
given, and not through the work of the Law, as 
Paul did ;, for by Water the Spirit is figured ; and fo 
here is declared that he which preacheth the Goſpel 
in the Spitit, magnifieth God in all his Judgments 
upon the-fleſh, and fleſhly or earthly mind. 

Verſe 7. 4nd I heard anather. out of the Sanfinary ſay, 
even ſo Lord God Almighty , true and righteous are thy 
judoments. By the Santtuary , underſtand the Lord 
Jetus ; for he is the holy place, and place of refuge 
to all his People when their ſins are difcovered, and 
God the avenger of blood is purſuing them in bis 
udgments z hence is teſtified that every Miniſter that 
[ preacheth 
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Verſe 13. And I ſaw three mixclean Spirits. reng 
ont ws the mouth of that Dragon, and out of the 
mouth of that Beaſt, and out of the wouth of that falk 
Prophet : The Dragon is the Devil, the Beaff is Hy. 
PEE, and the falſe Prophet is the falſe Teacher, a 

ſajd before,: and theſe three are in oppoſition ty 
God, even the Father, Son and holy Ghoſt ;- for hy. 
pacrites are Children of the Devil, as Jeſus is the 
Chitd of God, and as the holy Ghoſt proceeds from 
the Father and the Son ; fo doth.the falſe Teacher 
proceed both from the Devil and - from:Hypocrites, 
for the Devil makes Miniſters like Minifters of the 
Light, and hypocrites heap unto themſelyes Teachers 
after-their own Fancies.; and as all goodneſsproceeds 
from God the Father, Son and holy Ghoſt, ſo all eyil 
proceeds from the Devil, Hypocrifie and falſe Tea- 
chers, therefore it is compared to three unclean Syi- 
rits, and they are ſaid to be &ke Frogs ;, for they lurk 
under an outward ſkew of Holineſs, as Frogs do ut 
der any leaf, and, in their opportunity they leap out 
(as Ftogs do) ſuddenly to do miſchief. n 
Perſe 1g. Far they are the Spirits of Devils working 
Aracles, and gounto the Kings af. the earth and of the 
whole world, to gather them to the'Battel of the great day 
4 God Montes, _ Theſe three Spirits may well he 
aid to be. carnal, wiſdom, .or wiſdom of this world, 
formal Religion, batred. of God ; for all theſe cone 
from the Devil, and are fo natural to -finful mat, 
that they eaſily gather all the Kings of' the world, 


that are earthly: minded, or unregenerate, .to fight * 


againſt God, tor that they make & great ſhew of hes- 
venly witdom, real religion, and love of God, ab- 
ſolute contrary to what they are ; therefore the Lord 
putteth in this word of warning, 


Verſe 15. Behold I come 44 a Thief ; bleſſed is he that | 
watched 
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watcheth and keepeth his Garment, leſt be walk_naked, 
and men ſee bis ſhame ;, when men are thus walking in 
their blind zeal, like the fooliſh Virgins, that have 
Lamps and no Light, and think they are Children 
of God, as the Phariſees did, and all hypocrites do, 
God comes ſecretly, then bleſſed are they that ar 
waiting in the Light, to wit, in Jeſus Chriſt the true 
Light given to them of God ,, and not gone out to 
buy ; and bleſſed are they that keep their garments, even 
the righteouſneſs of Chrift imputed unto-them ; for 
if they have not this, their own righteouſneſs is as a 
menſtruous cloth, God will diſcover the unrighteoub 
neſs of their holy things, and rhen their ſin and ſhame 
will appear. 

Verſe 16. And they gathered themſelves together into 
a place called in Hebrew Armageddon, to wit, a high 
Mountain , becauſe Hypocrites in Pride of ſpirit 
hght'againſt God and his Saints. 

Verſe 17. And the ſeventh Angel poured ont bis wal 
imtothe Air, to wit, in preaching the Goſpel, he de- 
clared the Judgments of God againſt all the airy con- 
ceits of man, .whoſe mind runs on ſtill inventing 
how he may excel all others, and pleaſe God, with 
much zeal, many performances , and new zealous 
ways of holineſs, which cauſed Solomon to ſay, God 
made man righteous, but he hath found out many invents- 
075. - 

' And there came aloud voyce out of the Temple of hea- 
ven from the Throne, ſaying , It is done : As 1 have 
thewed before, by Heavens Temple.is meant the Saints, 
for in them God appeareth and dwelleth ; and by the 
Throxe, is (ignified Jeſus, who is the power and glo- 
ry of God; ſc that by this Foyce is ſignified the Go- 
{pel, or Kingdom of God in his Saints ; for when by 


| the Miniſters of Truth the Judgments of God are 


poured 
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poured out, and thereby the Fleſh is crucified, the 


carnal mind mortified, all their own wiſdom con- 


founded, and all carnal or external righteouſneſs caſt 
out, that Jeſus may.live in them by faith, and beall 
things unto them, then their Souls cry aloud, Jt :s 
fone; towit, the whole work of God is wrought in 
us by our Lord Jeſus, he hath made us of ſinners ſons 
of God, and given us victory over Satan, Sin, Hell 
and Death:; 

Verſe 18. Andthere were voyces, and thundrings, and 
lightnings, and there was agreat earthquake, ſuch au 
never was ſmce men were upon.earth, even ſo mighty an 
earthquake, to wit, when mans Soul rejoyceth in Je- 
jus, all the terrors of God are upon the fleſh, and the 
earchly mind is ſo ſhaken as it never was before it 
Was ſhaken with a dreadful terrible ſhaking at thede- 
livery of the Law from Mount $S:zar, ſo that they 
were all driven into fear for the time, but they ga- 
thered boldneſs again, and their wickedneſs was not 
removed, nor their Hypocrifie, nor Idolatry and new 
Inventions; but when he ſends forth Jeſus with the 
Goſpel, he ſays, I will ſhake once more not only Earth, 
but Heaven alſo; This once more, ſignifies the remo- 
ving of all things; all that man can do, or invent, 
or conceive, is clear caſt out, and nothing left to the 
Church but Chriſt and him crucihed. 

Verſe 19. And the great City was dtvided into three 
parts, tO wit, all inhabitants of the world; one is 
all Gentiles, or men that have no profeſſion of Gods 
worſhip, which are worſhippers of ldols, or pro- 
phane perſons; the ſecond is Hypocrites of all forms 


of Religion, that have a Name that they are alive,but | 


they are dead, as our Divine ſaith; the third is true 
Believers, the Church of God. 


The firſt of theſe he calls +e Ciry of sþe Nations F 
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and he ſays it fell, for men void of any worſhip of God, 
as Harlots andPublicans do ſooner ſubmit to the Judg- 
ments of God, and enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven than Hypecrites, as our Saviour ſaith : The ſe- 
cond he calls great Babylon , for Hypacrites are com- 
monly figured by Babylon or Edow , becaule they are 
ſo great enemies to the Saints, as Babylon was to Iſrael, 
and he lays; It came in remembrance before Gd, to give 
unto her the Cup of the Wine of the fierceneſs of his wrath, 
to wit, to caule his Minifters to make known that Hy- 
p_ ismorc odious to him than abſolute prophanc- 
nels. « 
Verſe 20. And every Iſle fled away, ard the Moun- 
tains Were not found : By Tſle, underſtand a fecret pri- 
vate place, that man may flee into from danger of his 
purſuer : And by Mountains, underſtand always, the 
high thoughts of mans mirid , whereby he thinks him- 
ſelf more holy, and therefore more in favour with 
God thea others, fo the meaning is that by the true 
Miniftry of the Goſpel, all theſe fecret places of re- 
fuge, and all his high conceited holineſs is diſcovered, 
the unrighteouineſs of his holy things, (as the Prophet 
calls it) is manifeſted,and the Lord asks what wilt thou 
do in that day ? whereto the Divine anſwers, 
Verſe 21. And therefell a great Hail like Talents ont 
of Heaven upon the men, and men blaſphemed God, be- 
cauſe of the plague of the Hail, for. the plague of the 
Hail was exceeding preat, to wit, this diſcovery of all 
their ſecret places of reſuge, and rejeAing of all their 


| external holineſs is a grievous heavy plague to their 
| minds, ,yet they will not hear, and fear, and turn to 


God, but go on to plead for Baal , even to maintain 
heit formal Religion, and ſo blaſpheme God and per- 
Rote his Church. 
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, Chap. 7. Verſe 1. Then there came one of the ſet 
' Angels which had the ſeven vials, and talked with me, ſay. 
mg unto me, come I will ſhew thee the damnation of the 
great Whore that ſitteth upon many waters;, By the An- 
gel, underſtand, a miniſter of the Goſpel : By the D. 
vine, underftand, a true-Chriftian : By talking with him, 
underſtand, preaching the truth : By ſaying come, un- 
derftand, prevailing to draw him to the iruth : By the 
Whore, underſtand hypocricy : By her ſitting upon ma- 
ny waters , underftand , that hypocriſy is found in all 
| forms of Religion : By her Damnation, underſtand, 
\ that the Goſpel which brings peace and joy to the be- 
liever, caſts out the Hypocrite to fretting, and fuming, 
and knaſhing of teeth , even ſets him in a cape againſt 
Jeſus and his Saints, as it was with Alexander the Cop- 
per-ſmith. 

Verſe 2. With whom the Kings of the earth have 
committed fornication,and the inhabitants of the earth are 
drunk with the Wine of her Fornication, to wit, all peo- 
ple high and low are delighted in an external Religion. 

Verſe 3. Se he carrycd me away into the Wilderneſs in 
the ſpirit , and I ſaw a Woman ſit npon a Scarlet coulered 
Beaſt , full of names of Blaſphemy , which had ſeven 
heads and ten horns: By the Wilderneſs, underſtand,the 
wide and wild world:by hz being in the ſpirit, underſtand 
theſpirit giving him underſtanding of the ſtate of men,in 
profefling Religion: By the Woman, underſtand, men 
weak in judgment , but wiſe in their own eſteem (as 
women are) by her ſitting upon a Scarlet coulered Beaſt, 
underſtand their living in hypocriſy, where they make 


a ſhow of being waſhed in the blood of Feſus; which 


is figured by the Scarlct colour : by the Beaſt having 
ſeven heads and ten horns, as in the 13 Chapter. 
Verſe 14. And the woman was arrayed in Purple and 


Scarlet, and guilded with Gold, and precions Stones, and | 
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Pearls, and had « Cup of Gold in her hand, full of abo- 
mination and filthyneſs of her Fornication : By the Wo- 
mans v ſinre and ornaments, underſtand profeſſing all 
Godlineſs, Holineſs, and Zeal : and by a Cup of Gold 


| in her hand, underſtand , profeſſing the Goſpel : By 


this Cup being full of abomination, ard filthineſs of her 
fornication , underſtand perverting the Goſpel , and 
joyning with faith in Chriſt, mans own wiſdom and 
oanſncy, 35 his Prayer and all other performances 
which he calls duties, as the falſe apoſtles joyned cir- 
cumciſion and keeping the Law; which-is whoredom, 
adulterating the ſoul from God, and it is abomination 
tothe Lord, as all things in Religion are that are per-. 
formed by an unregenerate mind. 

EC erſe 5 And in her forehead Was 4 name nritten, 4 
Myſtery Babylon the great , that mother of Whoredoms 
and abominations of the earth. By a name written un 
ber forehead, underſtand, that her Hypocrifie is mani-- 
feſt to all the Servants of God, that all her Religion is 
open By her name being a Myſtery , under- 

and , that ſhe profeſſes the miltery of Godlineſs in 
outward appearance, but aQs the miſtery of iniquity 
in heart - 

| By her name being Babylon the great, underftand, that 
 _—_ are great enemies to Jeſus, and all true 
Believers. | 

By her being mother of Whoredoms , and abominats- 
ms of the earth , underſtand , that Hypocriſy is ac- 
counted fo wicked and vile in the ſight of God. - : 

Verſe 6. And 1 ſaw the Woman drunk, with the blood 
of the Saints and Martyrs of Fefus, and when I ſaw her 
I wondred with creat marvel. By her being drunk. 
with the Saints blucd, underitand; that every Hypo- 
trite hates "the ſervants of God even to death , and 
ill the Saints Have ſuffercd by them. By 7. hs Wc 
| Fee > | > 
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at her, underſtand, that all the ſervants of God wot: 
der greatly, that man-can be fo wicked, perverſe, oh. 
Rnate, blind, proud hearted and rebellious to fo mani- 
feſt light as in the Goſpel is manifeſted by the Lord Je- 
lus, and witneſſed both by his Prophets before, and by 
tbe Apoſtles and Martyrs following him. 

Verſe 5. And the Angel ſaid unto me, wherefore may. 
v«lleſt thou (underſtand by this, that a Miniſter of truth 
accounts it no-marvel )1w:l[l ſhew thee the Myſtery of that 
Woman , and of that BeaſÞ which hath fevcn heads and 
ten horns, this ſhews that theſe things are made known 
by the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. 

Verſe 8 and 13. The Beaſt which thou ſaweſt was,and 
#5 nct, ard ts the eighth, aid is ont of the ſeven, and hl 
aſcend out of the bettomleſs pit, and ſhall go" into d:ftru- 
fon , By ſeven is always (ighified a fulneſs or perteRi- 
on, 0r all,ſo by the Beaſt is underftood hypocrifie,which 
is one of the ſeven fins, or one in the fulpefs or perſe- 
Rion of all iniquity, and yet the is the eighth', forit 
tranſcends all wickedneſs; by that it was 41d i510t, and 
yet is, underſtard, that it was ſtom the beginning , as 
in Catz and his Succefſors , that it feceived a deadly 


wound at the-great deluge (as 1 ſhewed before) whet | 


all was deftroyed; but righteous Noah; but revived a- 


gain in Carr, but it is not” c6ntinued in the Succeſſi- 
on cf one family as from C::»; but yet is ſpread over 


all Nations and People , for it came out of the bot: 
tomlefs pit, for hypocrites are the Children of 'the De- 
vil (as our Saviour ſaith) and therefore.God will de- 
troy them. And they that dwell on earth ſhall won- 
der (whole names are not written in the Book of life, 


from the foundation of the world.) when they behold] *. 


the Beaſt which was, and 5; rot, and yet is), hereby is 
ſignified that all earthly minds, all but the ele& of Go), 
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of Religion" and rejett the Truth , even the Councels, 
of God againſt themſelves, as our Saviour teftifics thar 
the Scribes, Phariſces, and Sadduces did. 

Verſe 9. Here us the mind that hath Wiſdom; the (e- 
ven heads are ſeven Mountains whereon the woman ſit- 
teth, they ar 6 alſ» ſeven Kings. By the mind that hath 
Wi/dom , underſtand, that judgeth not after the out- 
ward appearance, for that is nor righteous judgment; 
45 Our Saviour faith: nor after the wiſdom of the fleth, 
for that is fooliſhneſs with God , nor after the letter 
of the word, for the letter kills, the Spirit gives life ; 
therefore true wiſdom is.to judg after the Spirit, and 
the Spirit gives teſtimony to Jeſus , that in him is all 
the fulnels of Grace and Truth; thercfore in hypo- 
crifie is all the fulnefs of pride and falſhood, there - 


i- | fore are her heads compared to feven Mountains , 


for by Mountains aud high #Hi{ls, is pride and haugh- 
tineſs of mans heart often figured by Iſaiah; they 
are alſo compared to ſeven Kings, ' becauſe Hypocrifte 
is had im honour with ail, to wit external forms and a&ti- 
ons of Religion. 

Verſe 19. Five are fallen, one is , another ts xot yet 


| come, and when he cometh, he muſ cortinue a ſhort ſpaces 


By five fallen, underftand , that by the true Miniſtry 
Hypocriſie hath been and is often caſt down, but ll 
it riſeth again in new forms of Religion,and continues 
among profeſſors of Chriſtianity; and yet the Divine 
accounted that there would a new form ariſe, and but 
continue a ſhort time, for the Divine and all the Saints 
have been in exp<Ration ever fince Chriſt came, that 
the world would not continue long. 

', Verſe 12. And the ten Ho:ns whic! thou ſawe/i, are 
ten Kings which yct have not received a Kingaom, but 
ſhall reczive power as K-ugs, at one our w.th the Leaſt . 
Thelg rem Horns may well he accounted to be Z cal and 
CET 2 CEvoliuny 
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Devotion, and Faith, and Patience, and Humility, atd 
Meeknels, and Temperance, and Chaſtity, and Love, 
and Unity, which in the Divines time were only in 
Chriftians hearts and affeQtions in the ſight of God, but 
had little efteem amongſt men ;z but when Hypocrites 
begun to make a ſhew of them in their external holy 
aCtions, then the Hypocrite and all theſe his ornaments 
were honouredaltogether, therefore they reccive their 
P_- at one hour with the Beaſt, and with one con- 
ent , 

Verſe 13. They give their power to the Beaſt; and ſv 
the Hypocrite is counted zealous, devour, Rrong in 
Faith, patient, meek, temperate, humble, &c. 

Verſe 14. Andtheſe in the Beaſt fight with the Lanh, 
to wit, Hypocrites glory over Chriftians , boaſting of 
their zeal and devotion, &c. Bnt the Lamb ſhall over- 
come them , to wit in the fight of God, for among 
men he was put to death by their zeal and devotion , 


&c. and fo ſhall his fervants be, for Hypocrites think” 


they do God good ſervice, when they Kill them, (a 


himſelf teſtifyed) therefore it is out of zeal. Butin 


Gods fight , he is, and ſhall be King of Kings, and 


Lord of Lords, and his {crvants are called, and choſen 
ant faithful. | | 


Verſe 15. And the waters which thou ſaweſt , where 


the Whore fitteth, are Peoples, and Nations, and Mul- 


titudes and Tongues, to wit, all forms and profeſſions 
of Religion. | 


Verſe 16. 4nd the ten Horns which thou ſaw«ſt ujon | 


the Beaſt, are they that (hall bate the Whore and make her 
deſolate and naked, and ſhall eat her fieſh and burn her 
with fire : for God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his 
will, and to do with one conſent, to give their King- 
dom to the Beaſt, till the words of God be fulfilled 
Here is a great Myftery, thele rey Horns] hangs 4 
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fore that receive power, as Kings at an hour with the 
Beaft, for God put into their hearts, ts givetheir pow- 
erto the Beaſt,” till the words of God be fulfilled, to 
wit,till Hypocrify be diſcovered,and all her zeal and de- 
yotion, &c. to be carnal, ſenſual, and devilliſh, then - 
the ſame Horns hate this Whore, &c. to wit, true Chri- 
= zcal, devotion, faith, &c. ſhall deftroy all Hypo- 
criſy. 

And that woman which thou ſaweſt,, is that great Ci- 
y which raigned over the Kings of the earth ;, a ſadteſts- 
money, that even Kings ſhould be ſo deluded to approve 
of external ſhows, and not ſee the inward grace and 
!lory of the truth. 

Chap. 18. And after theſe things 1 ſaw an Angel come 
wwe from Heaven, having great power, for the earth was 
lghtened with his Ghry, to wit, a Miniſter of the Got- 
pel, By bi commg down from Heaven, underſtand, that 
his calling to the Miniſtry, was not of man nor by man, 


.{ (as Paul's was) but by Jeſus and God the Father ; by 
bu having great power, underftand, that he was fully 
| accompliſht to the Miniſtry, by the earth being inlighten- 


ed with bis glory, underſtand, that he converted many. 
Verſe 2. Ard he cryed out mightily. with a loud voice, 
ſaying it ts fallen, it is fallen ,, Babilon the great, and 
is become the Habitation of Devils, and the hild of all 
fon! Spirits, and a Cage of every unclean and filthy Bird, 
towit, the true Miniſter makes known in preaching the 


| Golpel, that he that reccives the Goſpel by che teach- 
| ing of men, by hearing, ſecing, or conceiving, and 


not by the work of God, even regeneration poured up- 
on his ſoul through Jeſus, in whom ail the promiſes 
are fulfilled , that God takes the tony heart out of 
him, and gives him a new heart, and renews a right 
ſpirit within him , without this every one is a Hype* 
crite, and though he make a great ſhow of zzal and 
Leg 4 de: 
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devotion, and faith, and all other Chriftian vertves in 
outward appearatice,theDevil reigns in his heart,and all 
filthy la@ in his affe&ions, and pride in his heart, and 
perverſcneſs in his will, and blindneſs in his judgment, 
and obſtinacy in his ſpirit. Theſe arc the foul ſpirits 
and unclean birds. | | 

\. Verſe 3. Of this Verſe is ſpoken before. 

Verſe 4. And Þ heard another voice from Heaven ſay, 
Go out of her my people , that ye be xot partak:rs of ht 
ſins, and that ye receive not of her plagues, to wit, as 
the Miniftry of the Goſpel lays out all hypocriſie, & 
it warns all .true ſervants of God to walk faithfully 
according to the mealure of the pifts of grace, and 
be content with that , and ned to no More then 
what is given him, left he fall into the fot of the Hy- 
pocrite.” 

' Verſe 5,6, 7. Here is a teſtimony that God will vi 


ſit her for ker ſins: and thence a command to his Mi-* 
niftersto doit, which manifeſts that he doth it always: 
by his word, wherein firſt they are to diſcover her 


enmity againſt his ſervants and true Miniſters, 2nd that 
ſhe muſt have double afliion for that ,, that ſhe may 
know how dear and precious in the ſight of God is the 
death of all his Saints ,, and therefore how evil will it 
be to every one that offencs them : then the Miniſter 
muſt make known the ſecurity of her mind, liying in 
delicioufneſs, and yet perſwaded in her proud mind, 
that iTe was a ſervant, or child, or ſpouſe of God, 
therefore muſt her proud mind be brought down, to 
know her ſelf a Child, and Bondflave to Satan and fin, 
that as ſhe. hath had pleaſure and honour in her own 
ways, ſhe may have ſorrow and grief from the hand 
of God, when he ariſcth to judgment , and extols his 
Law vpon her, ; 


, Verſe 


- 


+»; ory 2 


Verſe 8. Here he ſheweth that this ſhall come npcn 
ber ſuddenly, as in one day,, even when fhe bleſſoth ber 
ſelf moſt in ber heart and cries peace, peace, toher ſoul, 
then comes wo and ſuddain defolation, as travel upon 4 wo- 
1n4n with Child, then the Lord ariſcth as 4 Gyant refrefh- 
id with wine, then comes death, and ſorrow, and fam:ne, 
awd ſbe ſhall be burnt with fire , to wit, when ſhe is dif- 
covered to bedead in fin, then kath ſhe ſorrow for lin, 
and famine, or great hunger, for the word of God; the 
bread of the Fathers houſe, but ſhe muſt be burnt with 
the fire of Gods wrath under the Law, before the re- 
ceive the Golpe]. 

Verſe 9. And the Kings of the earth fhall bewail her, 
ard lament for ber which have committed fornic ation, and 
lmed 3n pleaſu-e with her, when they ſhall ſee that ſm: ah, 
if that her vutning. By Kings of the earth, underfiand, 
earthly minded men, unregenerate, for ſuchare proud 
inheart, be they never ſo poor inthe world, and thete 
take delight in external holineſs , which is committing 


* IFornication, and living in pleafure with Hypoerihe,and 


by fſeermng that ſmr:ok. of that br bur ning , upderitand, 
when Hypocricy is diſcovered in their heart, and the 
burning Wrath of God is upon them becauſe of their 
hypocrifie; then will they weep and watt, as ob, 
when he ſaw the Lord with his eyes, he abhoir'd him- 
ſelf in Sackcloth. 

Ve-ſe 10. And ſhall fttand far off for fear of her tor- 
nent, ſaying, Alas, Alas, that great City Babylon, tht 
mghty City, for tn one hour is thy fudgment ccme: By 
tanding far off, underſtand living by faith ; for the 
heart of man 15 not removed from hypocrilie, to wit, 
truſting in his own righteouſneſs, but by faith ; byr 
that ſets him far off, for it purifies the heart, and 
then doth he weep and wail that the whole worldis fa 
deluded, to live in hypocrifie, whoſe Judgment is lure 
lo be great and ſudden. Wn Verſ: 


OO — 
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Verſe 11, 12, 13. And the Aderchants of the earth ſhall 
weep and wail over her, for no man byeth their ware an 
more, By Merchants, underftand, hypocritical Galt 
teachers, that teach not tne free grace and pifts, and 
great love of God to man, wherein he will in fatherly 
love make. known their fins, and chaſtiſe and corre& 
them by his {aw in mercy, and not in wrath , and yill 
give unto their ſouls Jeſus, and by him forgiveneſs of 
ins, and ſanRification of ſoul and all things needful 
both to Righteouſneſs and Salvation , but they teach 
them to buy and fel! with God, that they muſt be zea- 


lous and devout, and pray, and read, and hear, and me- 


ditate in the word, and perform all duties, both pri- 
vate,! and publick; and in their families, and thereby 
they may get Chriſt, and faith, and patience, and hope, 
and love, and all things that belong to Chriftians, brave 
wares better than Gold and Silver,preeious Stones and 
Pearls, and all the wares of the Merchants , whereby 
they are here figured. Thus falſe teachers make mer- 
chandiſc of all the gifts of God, and operations of his 
Grace, ang fruits of his Spirit, yea, and of the ſouls 
of h g all the words of God conditional , but 
wher'God viſits, then will follow this cry. 

Verſe 14. The Apples that thy ſoul luſteth after , are 
departed from thee , and all thirgs that were fine and ex* 
cellent are departed from thee , and thou ſhalt ſee them 
10 more, to wit, that thou ſhould be accounted a be- 
. liever, a Child of God, Holy, righteous, beloved of 
God, his ſpouſe, precious in his eyes, an heir of Sal- 
vation , theſe ſweet Apples, theſe fine and excellent 
things, and thou art ſtripped naked , and caſt ont as an 
abominable Branch , wherein their 1s no delight, for that 
thou haFt polluted the Tents and Tabernacles of the moſh 
high, and ſpread thy filthy Ski-ts upon his A'tar, tO 
wit, haft profeſt his name even to be a Chriftian, and 

. bo 


and Angels , and all the Servants of God calle] 
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to pray in his name, and never was yet waſhed in his 
Blood, never Baptifed into his death , never Circum- 
ciled with a Circumciſion made without hands , but 
always rejoyced in the work of thy own hands, and de- 
ſpiſed his grace. = 

Verſe 15, 16. Ard all thy Merchants and every Ship- 
Maſter, and all that traffick 0 the Seas, to wit, all falſe 
Teachers, Speakers, Declarers, all that make Mer- 
chandiſe of the word of God (as before) ſhall weep and 
wail, ſaying, Alaſs that great City that was cloatbed in 


| fine Linnen, Purple and Scarlet, guilded with Gold, pre- 


rior Stone, and Pearl, to wit. that made a ſhow in out- 
ward appearance of all holineſs and purity. > 
Verſe 17, 18. Thus ſhall they cry and caſt auſt on 
their Head'y and weep and wail when they ſee the ſmoakof 
her burning (as it was ſaid of the Rings before, fo ſhall 
it be with all falſe teachers tht are made rich with traf- 
fuking with her, tq wit, that account themlclyes trye 
Minitters of Gad , wife and learned, that have divid- 
ed the word of God aright, and have bzen zealous for 
the houſe of God, and zealous ro prepare apgople for 
the Lord ;” when theſe ſec the ſmoak of this burning, 
to wit, when thcir falſe Dottrine is diſcovered, and 


| they are found unjuſt Stewards, that have ſpoiled Gods | 


heritage, and have eaten and drynk , and beaten their 
fellow ſervants, have fed themiclves, and pined the 
flock, and like Hirelings fled when they ſaw the Wolf 
coming. 

Verſe 19.Then ſhal{they weep and howl,ſor in one hour 
all 1s become aeſol ate. 

Verſe 20. O Heaven rejoyce, ard ye boly Apr 
ſtles and Prophets , for God hath pariſhed rer , to be 
revenged on her for your ſak;zs. Thus ate Saints 


out 
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out to rejoyte that God hath deſtroyed hypocrifie.and 
converted the hypocrite ; for herein is heavenly joy, 
not in the puniſhing or deftroying of any ; that's car- 
nal joy; neither arc the Judgments of God upon any 
to deſtruftion, but to ſalvation; but that man deftroys 
himfelf whom God gives up to hardneſs of heart, and 
lets him run or to his own deftrution. 

Verſe 21. Anda mighty Angel took, up a ſtone like 4 
great Milſtone, and caft it tnto the Sea, ſaying, with 
ſich violence fhall the City Babylon be caſt down, and ſhall 
be found nomore , towit , The true Minifter declares 
that when God brings Judgment upon the hypocrite, 
it muſt be very fierce, becauſe he is fo ſetled in a con- 
ceited holineſs, that he will avoid all ftrokes of the 
Word long, and fay , it is not I; but God will come 
with a force that will make him yield , as he did with 
Paul , cauſing a light to fhine about him, that aftonifht 
him, and then ſtruck him down to the ground, and 
ftark blind, and awaked his Conſcience as a thouſand 
witneſfes againſt him, when he ſaid, / am Jeſus whom 
thou perſecnteſt. 

' Verſe 22,23. Here is ſhewed,that in the day of Gods 
Judgment all joy is gone, as Hezekiah ſaid, Inſtead of 
peace, I had great bitterneſs ;, there 1s no craft sman left, 
his skall ts gone that made graven Images, to wit, He 
cannot find a god to help him in his diftreſs ; There's no 
Milſtone to grind his Corn; all kill fails, he wants 
Bread, and therc's none to be had ; There's no Candle ; 
his light is put out, it was falſe wild light that led him 
wrong ; There's neither Brideg10om nor Bride ; he isnot 
married to the Lord in faithfulneſs, but gone aſide and 
joyned himſclf to harlots : Thy Merchants ( even thy 
falſe Teachers ) were the great men of the earth, that 1s, 
were highly honoured of all carthly minds, yea their 


Miniftry deeciycth all Nations as with I : 
FIOQULEY GCCE rk 
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\ Verſe24. Now ſhe acknowledgeth that ſhe is the 
moſt wicked in the world , for ſhe hath been a perſe- 
coter or hater of Jeſus and ail his Samts,as Paxl did. 
Chap. 19. And after theſe things, I heard a great” 
voyce of a great multitude in Heaven , ſaying , Hallela-' 
jah, ſalvation , and glory, ana honour and power to the 
Lord our God ; Thus do the Saints ſound out praiſes to' 
God coritinnally. The Second Verſe ſhews it is for 
deftroying Hypocriſie, as before. IP 
Verſe 3. And againthey ſaid Hallelnjah,and her fmoak, 
roſe up for ever, More theSaints praiſeGod, more do they 
ſee the. greatneſs and righteouſneſs of his judgments. 
Of the 4th and 5th verſes hath been before declared. 
Verſe 6. And I heard as it were the voice of a great' 
multitude, and as the woice of many waters , and as the 
voice of mighty thundrings , ſaying Hallelujah , for the 
Lord God omnipotent raigneth. By a great multitude.js 
ſignified the unity of the Servants of God, by many wa- 
ters, is ſignified, that they are gathered out of many na- 
tions and out of many forms ofReligon,for they werealk' 
weak as water ſpilt upon the ground, before thatGod pa- 
there them :'and by mighty thunderings,js fignified that 
the S1ints praiſing God is terrible to the wicked world. 
Verſe 7. Let us be glad and rejoyce,and give honour to 
hin, for the marriazeof the Lamb us come, and his wife 
hath made her ſclf reaay : This is the great cauſe of joy 
indeed, that Jeſus the Lord of life will take to wife 
man dead in fin. Her making her ſelf ready follows, 
to wit, that ſhe did not adorn her ſelf with any thing” 
of her own, but as it 15 ſaid, | 
Verſe 8. To her was granted that ſhe ſhould be arrayed 
in fine Linnen,clean and white, for the fine linnen ts the 
riphteouſneſs of Satats, T his linnen is not her own, nei- 
ther is it of her waſhing, for it is the Lord Jeſus, for 


the Saints call him the Lord our righteouſneſs, and it 
is 
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is of his waſhing , for hc ſaith to Peter, if 7 waſh the 
not, thou baſt no part in me. 


Verſe 11. And T1 ſaw Fleaven opened , and behold a 


white horſe, and he that ſat upon him was called faithful 
and true andin righteouſneſs ke doth judge and makg war, 
By Heaven opened, underſtand, . the truth of the word 
of -God made known, for it is hid to all the worldly 
wile, and only revealed to the Saints by Chriſt : By 
Horſe is ignified, ſtrengyh and ſpeed, byWhitezthe purity 
of it,there'ore hereby1is fignified thatChrift who ſat up- 
oB-him,andis the faithful and true witreſs, and the righ- 
teous Judge ſhall come ſpeedily into his Temple. to wit, 
ſhall be revealed in theſouls of his people in the day of 
their diſtreſs and ſhall mightily overcome all their enc- 
mies, ſor.he is that mighty one , on whom Ged hath 
laid help. 

Verſe 12. And his eyes were as a flame of fire, to wit, 
that whom he looks upon, he-makes their hearts burn 


with. ſorrow under the burden of their fin , as Peter, | 
when he. looked upon him , when he had denyed. him,. 


went. out and wept bitterly : 4nd oz his head many 
Crowns,for he is King of Kings, to wit,he hath ſubdued 
all thoſe Luftsthat reigned in the heart of his People as 
Kings) And he hath aName written that no man knew but 
himſelf; it's written in JargeCharatters,that a man may 


run/and read it, yet is it hid from the worldly wiſe, but 


he reveals it to his Babes by his holy Spirit. | 
Verſe 13+ And he was cloathed with a garment dipt in 
blood, to wit, he is not a Saviour to his People with- 
out ſhedding of Blood, ncither doth he fave them , 
but by deftroying flcſh and blood, to wit, all carnal 
Power and Witdom ; for that cannot inkerit the Ring- 

dom of Heaven. 

\ And his Name was called the Word cf Gcd. It may 
well be ſaid that no man knows it but —_— ; for 
tho. &1 


wo. w. 


oY ms» OO © knw ou 


Da 
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| laith by 1/2. Other Lords have had domsn10n over ms, but 
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though ſo many profeſs to know it, believe it , 0- 
bey it , it is a Book ſealed with feven Seals, yea, 
within ane on the backſide , which none can open but 
he. 

Verſe 14. And the Hoſts which were in Heaven fol- 
lowed him on white Horſes, cloathed with fine Linnen, 
white and pure. By Hoſts tn Heaven , underſtand the 
Saints ; for they have their converſation in heaven , 
though they live upon earth, and they follow him up- 
on white Horſes;, for they fight the good Fight of 
Faith, girt with the whole Armour of God, and they 
are cloathed with fine white Linney, to wit, the righte- 
ouſneſs of Jeſus, as is faid before. | 

Verſe 15. And out of his month went out a ſharpSword, 
that with it he ſhould ſmite the Heathen ;, for he ſhall 
rule them with a rod of Iron. By a ſharp ſword, under- 
ſtand, the word of truth, by going out of his mouth, 
underſtand, that when he fpeaks to-the Soul, the word 
is quick and powerful. : 

By /mitinz the Heathen , underſtand , convert the 
natural man, ſor all are by»nature ignorant of Ged, as 
Heatnens , though they profefs and praftife much 
Religion. | OE 

By ruling them with a rod of Iron , underſtand, ſub- 
due them by love, for love is ftrong as death, and by 
Iron is figured nothing but ſtrength, for he #t # that 
treadeth the wine Preſs of the fierce wrath of Almighty 
God, to wit, hath fuffered for vs, and ſo hath brought 
us.into unity and love with God. 

Verſe 16. And he hath upon his Garment , and upon 
his Thigh, a name written, King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords. This name King of Kings I ſhewed upon the 
12 Verle, and Lord of Lords is the ſame,as the Church 


by 
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hy thee ouly will we make mention of thy Naw, 
Verſe 17. And I ſaw an Angel ſtand in the Sun, th 
wit, a Miniſter ftedfaft in faith in the light of Jeſus, 
the Sun of righicouſneſs : Ard hecryed with aloud woce 
70 all the fouls that fiythrough the midſe of Heaven to wit, 
he made known ro all the Saints which have their con- 
vetfation in Heaven, andare exerciſcd in the truth of 
the word, neithet lifted up with vain fancies, nor have 
their thigds fet on earthly deſires and fleſhly lufts; 
Comtaiid gather your ſelves unto the ſupper of the great 
God, to wit, believe Jelus that ye may be fatisfycd 
with the' fatgeſs of his houſe, as with marraw, and 
dtink of the River of his pleaſures, even of Jeſds, ſor 
in him doth all fulneſs dwell. | 
Verſe 18. That ye may eat the fleſh of Kings, andof 
high Captains, and of mighty men, and of Horſcs, and 
of their R;d:rs , and of all Free men, and Bond wen, 
1d, {mill and great , to wit, that ye may know that 
fleſh and blood muſt not enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven; and therefore all ſorts of men, as long as 
they are not regenerate , can neither underſtand the 
truth , not can do any thing that pleaſeth God . 


Verſe 19. And 1 ſaw the Beaſt, and the Kings of the 
earth and their Heſts,« to wit , the hypocrites and all 
that lare high and ftrong in Religion, like Kings, and 
all their ſeveral forms of Rdipion, 'like enemies (gar 
thered together to make battle againſt him that fate 
on the Horſe, and againſt his Army (to wit) hating 
reviſing, ſhndering in word, and writing, and perſc- 
cuting Jefus and all his Saints even to death. 


Verfe 20. But the Beaſt Was taken, ard with him 
th falſe Prophet that wrought miracles before Me 


——_— 
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whereby be deceived them that had the Beaſts Mark, and 
worſhipped bis Image ;, to wit, the Hypocrite and the 
falſe Teacher are diſcovered by the true Miviltry to 
all the Saints, to be of the Devil, and therefore 
muſt have their portion in hell with him. 

Verſe 21. And the remnant were ſlain with the ſword 
of bim that ſuteth on the Horſe, to wit, there was a 
{mall remnant converted by the Goſpel of Jeſus, that 
double edged Sword of the Spirit, that divideth be- 
tween the Marrow and the Bone, and diſcerneth all 
the thoughts and intentions of the heart, deſtroyed 


all hypocriſie in them, and wrought in them love to 


the Truth. And all the Fowls were filled withtkeir fieſh, 
to wit, all the Saints and Angels rejoyced that the 
Fleſh was deſtroyed in them, and the Spirit given 
unto them, to lead them into all Truth. 

' Chap. 20. Verſe 1. And I faw an Angel come down 
from heaven, having the k:y of the bo:tcmleſs pit, and a 
great Chain in his hand. By the Angel come down from 
Heaven, (till underſtand a true Miniſter ; by having 
the key of the bottomleſs pit, underſtand declaringy by 
tis Miniſtry the righteous Judgments of God againlt 
fn and ſinners; and by h# Charm, underſtand that he 
declared Gods power againſt all rhe power of int- 

vity. 

' Perſe 2. And he took, the Dragon , that old Serpent, 
which is the Dewil , and Satan , and bound him Up 4 
thouſand years, to wit, he declared that the Devil 
had no power to hinder the converſion of a inner, 
nor the whole work of Jeſus in making them of fin- 
ners ſons of God; and this is a thouſand years with 
the Lord; for with him a thouſand years is but 4s one 

day, and one day as a thouſand years. 
Verſe 3. And caſt him into the bottomleſs pit, and ſhn, 
him up, and ſealed the der _ him, that be ſhou'd d: 
Ee17g* 
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ceive the peop'e no mire till the thouſand years were fulfil. 
led;, for after that he muſt be looſed for 4 little ſeaſon : 
By cafting him into the bottom.eſs pit, underſtand open- 
j"s the endlefs number of lies and deluſions whereby 
e deceives the world ; by ſhutting him up,. and ſealing 
the door npon him , that he ſhould deceive the people mo 
moretill the thouſand years be fulfilled, underſtand his 
declaring Gods power, as before ; thdt he ſhall not 
hinder the work of converſion or regeneration. And 
by his being looſed after that for a little ſeaſon, under- 
ſtand that he will have power to tempt the Saints, 
for the trial of their Faith, and exerciſe of Patience; 
yea, he will winnow them like wheat, but Chriſt is 
their Mediator, Interceſfor, Strengthener and Up- 
holder, ſo that he cannot prevail againſt them ; and 
herein they ſuffer under him great tribulation, but 
they count it but a very little time, a niomentany 
thing for theexceeding weight of Glory that is to be 
revealed. 
Verſe 4. And I ſaw Seats, and they that ſate upon 
them ( to wit , the Saints remained ſtedfaſt in the 
Faith ) and judgment was given unto them ( to wit, 


they were made able to judge between that which was ' 


of God, and that which is of man. ) And 7 ſaw the 
Souls of them which were beheaded for the witneſs of Fe- 
frus, and for the wird of God, which did not worſhip the 
Beaſt nor his wage, nor had taken hs Mark in their fore- 
heads, nor in their hands, and they lived and reigned 
with Criſt a thouſand years, to wit, for ever and 
ever z for though Satan be looſe to tempt them after 
their converſron, yet Chriſt hath made thera more 
than conquerors over Satan and all his temptations, 
therefore they feign ſtill The work of their conver- 
fion is called a thouſand years, becauſe it is a perfect 
work; and eternal life is computed a thouſand years, 
becauſe it is a periect Swim. Verſe 
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| Verſe 5. But the reſt of the dead ſhall not Live again 
till the pos gens be finiſhed, this 1s the firſt reſurrb- 
4i0n, By dead, underitand they that are in their na- 
tural ſtate dead in ſin, they ſhall not be raiſed out of 
ittill the thouſand years be finiſhed, to wit, till they 
be regenerate fully in Chriſt ; for that is the firſt re- 
ſurreCtion, to be raiſed from fin to the life of righte- 
ouſneſs, that their righteouſneſs be not in ordering 
the actionsof their Religion in a way of holineſs, as 
Piety towards Gods,Charity towards man,and Tem- 
perance it themſelves, but that it be the life of God, 
or Jeſus the power and wiſdom of God, from whence 


all godlineſs proceeds, and by which all flefhly luſts 


- 


and earthly mindednefls is mortified. 
Verſe 6. Bleſſed and holy is he that hath part #n the 


firſt reſutrecHon, on ſuch the ſecond death hath ito power, 


but they ſhall be Prieſts to God, and to Chriſt, and they 
ſhall reign with him a thouſand years; By the ſecond 
d:ath, underſtand eternal :death z by Pr .eſts ro Ged, 
underſtand to offer op ttiemſelves, Body, Soul and 
Spirit unto the will of God continually, which was 
figured by all the Sacrifices of //rael,therefore though 
they offered rhouſands of Rams, and ten thonfand 
Rivers of Oyl, it would avail nothing, becauſe they 
offered not this offering. And yet our Formaliſts, 
zealous in Religion, think that this offering of them- 
ſelves, is the performing of all Duties required in 
the'Scriptures carefully and diligently. Alas, though 
they ſhould never ceaſe day nor night, if they could 
perform thouſands of duties every hour, it would 
not avail them ; one ſigh from a truly broken hearr, 
crying as the Publican, when he durft not look up 


| towards heaven, Lord be merciful to me a ſinner, 18 


ten thouſand times of more acceptance with God, 


than all their multiplying of duties. 1/rael went to 
Fff 2 Gilgaly 
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Gilgal, and multiplied Sacrifices, but the Lord tells 
them, they went to Gilgal to multiply tranſereſſions; for 
whatever man performs ( though never ſo agrecable 
tothe word ) with acarral mind, is tranſgreſſien ; 
therefore our Saviour ſaith, Ye fools ard blind, either 
znake the tree good, ard the fruit good, or the tree cor- 
rapt, andthe fruit corrupt ;, yet our Formaliſts preach 
altogether for to have good actions, and never re- 
£2rd to have a good perſon. 
Ofthe ſixth Verſe is ſpoken in the third. 
Virſe 8,9, io. Of Gog and Magog is ſpoken large- 
Iy in Ezek. 38. Of the Devil, under the name of the 
great rid Drago , andthe Beaſt, and the falſe Prophet, 
1s ſpoken before. 
Verſe 11. Andl1 ſaw a great white Throne, and one 
fate en it, from whoſe face fied both the Earth and hea- 
wen, and their place was no more found. By a great 
Throre, ur.derſtand the Judgment of God ; by whze, 
1s ſignified the clearneſs of it ; by one that ſate on it, 
underſtand Chriſt, of whom Paul ſays, that God «+ 
fl all judge the ſecrets of all hearts by Chriſt ;, in that 
both Earth and Heaven 1s ſaid to flee away from before 
lis face, and ther place ro be ſound no more, fignifies 
tta in theday when tle ſecrets of all hearts are judg- 
cd by Chriſt, all mans vprightneſs in earthly aftairs, 
41.d all his zeal and dilizence to attain heaven, will 
Ct avail him; all the queſtion will be whether he 
be regenerate or carral, whether he believed LE 
1l;at juſtifeth the ungodly , or he works to ple 
Ged ; whether the humane ſpirit be in him, which 
3s a ſpirit of Iuſt, and envy, and contradiction to the 
]ivuth of Ged, cr the Spirit of God be in him, 
which mortifics the ficſh, and leads him into all 
Frith; ſor the Apoſtle to the Zcbrews fays, ot thrs 
J#d. ment he wall fi ake ozie ore 7 Of only carth, but hea- 
ven 


_— 4 
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yentoo ; and chris once more ( faith he) ſignifies the re- 
moving of all thygs, that nothing may eſtabliſh mans 
heart bur Faith in Jeſus. 


Verſe 12.5 
ſtand befo&Fo4, and the Books were opened, and another 
Bock was opencd,, which 1s the Bock of Life; anathe 
dead were judged of thoſe things which were written in 
thoſe Books according to their works; By th? dead, ut- 
derſtand men in their natural eitare, dead in {in ; By 


ſtnding before God, underſtand that all their wicked- - 


neſs is inanifeſt before him, they cannot flee from his 
preſence, as David holds forth ; though they dig deep 
ro hide their Connſels from God, as the Prophet lairh; 
where by digging deep, underſtand make great ſhew of 
holineſs and zeal: By the Books opened, underitand 
the truth of Gods Word, and of mans Conſcience: 
By another Book op:ned, underſtand the grace, or the 
greatneſs and freeneſs of the Love of God manife: 
ſted. Bleſſed be 'the Name of God that theres a 
third Book; for the two firſt condemn ail men ; for 
in the Word of God is the Covenant of Works, and 
the Covenant of Grace, and hy the firſt he is con- 
demned, that his works are hypocriſie, through »1s 
wicked and deceitful heart; and by the latter_he1s 
condemned , becauſe he hath an unbelieving heart ; 
and by his own Conſcience he is condemned ; tor 
when itis opened, it is as a thouſand witnelles again!t 
hits therefore happy are we that there is a third ; 
for it is the Lambs Book of Life, which 1s lite a 
Kings: Pardon to the condemn2d Maleta<tor ; a» 
the aead were judgrd of thoſe things which were wriiten 17 
the*Reok., to wit, firſt condemaed both by tne witoie 
Wordot God, and. by their own Conſciences, that 
every man m3y be found a Liar, and God only true, 
and yer ſayed by the third o—_— that they may 008 
2 | CH 
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ad 1 ſaw the dead both great and ſmall 
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the greatneſs and the f:eeneſs of the grace and lays 

of Ged to man, ther their mouths may be filled with 

. his praiſes for evermore. By according to their works, 
underſtand not whether man have beep a prophane 
perſon, or a zealous religious man ; We the Pro- 
phet ſaith, alike fs out to-bim that ſweareth, and to 
him that feareth an eath;, but the Judgment proceeds 
according to whom they are wrought by ;- for the 
works of true Believers are wrought in them by God, 
and the works of hypocrites ( though they be tou 
Ching the righteouſneſs of the Law blameleſs ) are 
wrought ( as the works of all prophame perſonsare ) 
by theDevil, for he is their Father, and his Luſts 
will they do : our Saviour teſtifies theſe plainly. 

Verſe. 13. And the Sea gaye up the dead that were in 
them, and death and bell gave up the dead that were un 

them, &C. as before. By the Sea, underſtand the floods 
of iniquity ; by gave #pthe dead, underſtand teſtified 
to their wickedneſs. By Death, underſtand the righ- 
eous Judgments of God, whereby all are given up 
s dead; by Hell, underſtand the wrath of God, 
wherein all the dead are judged eternally. 

Verſe 14. And death and hei! were caſt into the Lake 
of fire, that the Elet may be freed from them. 

Verſe 15. And thither alſe were all caſt with them that 
were not four.d written in the Bock of Life ;, this 1s the 
ſecond” death, to wit, the eternal Judgments of God 
againſt ſin(which is called Dearth and Hell)and ſinners. 

Chap. 21. verſe 7. And I ſaw a new Heaven and 4 
new Earth, for the firſt Haven and the firſt Earth were 
paſſed away, and there was no more Sea. By new Hea- 
ver, underſtand the Grace of God manifeſted in Je- 
{us upon the Souls of his People ; by new Earth, man 
converted by it ; for in this new Earth dwelſs righte- 
.- Ouſneſs ; by old Heaven, underſtand all Ee by 
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God known by man after the Letter; for the wiſdem 
of man cannot comprehend it after the newnels of 
the Spirit, but after the oldneſs of the Letter; by 
old Earth, underſtand man living in the fleſh, where 
theres's ngghing but ſin and luſt; and by there being 
zo more Sea, underſtand no floods of iniquity.for after 
that man be converted by Grace , he is preſented to 
God by Chriſt, without ſpot or blemiſh. 

V.2. And I Fohn ſaw the holy Gity,new Fernuſalem come 
down from God out of Heaven, prepared as a Bride trim- 
mea for her Huband. By the holy City new Peruſalem, 
underſtand true believing broken hearted Chriſtians: 
for they are the habitation in which God is delightec 
to dwell, the City'which is compact or well joyned to- 
gether, kept in perfect order by the holy Spirit, the 
Temple wherein the perfect Sacrifice, even Jeſus is 
offered as a ſweet favour unto God, and through 
him, and with him, and in' him, and by him they 
are offered daily body, ſoul and ſpirit, a holy and 
and acceptable Sacrifice. By zrs coming down from 
heaven, underſtand that they are the workmanſhip 
of God. as Paul ſays. By her being prepared as a Bride 
trimmed for her huband, underſtand that ſhe was af- 
flited in ſoul under the burden of fins, for he ſays, 
I have choſen thee in the furnace of affli4ion, ſo that ſhe 
hath no wedding garments on for ſhe is arrayed with 
no apparel bur ſuch as her Lord and Husband giveth 
her.,as it is teſtified hereafrer.By his adding 1 Fehn ſaw 
this,unzerſtand tha” therein he hadl perfect experiznce 

Verſe 3. And I heard a preat woyce out of heaven, 
ſaying, Behold the Tabernacle of God #4 with men,to wit, 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel preaches that God dwells 


with his Saints by faith in Chriſt, and taey ſhall be 


his People, &c. | 
Verſe 4. Aid Cod ſhall wipe all tears from t cir eyes, 
Ftt 4 __ 


"0 


192 An Expolitionof the | 
(to wit, they ſhall be comforted by the word of God) Pla; 
and there ſhall be no more death nor ſorrow , nor crying, | thee 
nor paing for the firſt things are paſſed away, towit, | whi 
when their ſinful nature js changed , and they made | La! 
partakers of the divine nature, all the paſſions | mo 
which attended it, ſhall be removed with it. 

Verſe 5. Ard he that ſate upon the Throne jaid, be- gre 
hold I makg all things new ( to wit ) the word truly | the 
preached teſtifies, that the converſion of man isto | pr: 
make him a new creature, and when he is made new, 
all things are become new to him, old things are | wh 
done away. 

Verſe 6. And he ſaid to me , It is done, Tam Alpha | wi 
and Omega, the beginning and the end;, (to wit) the | th 
Miniſtry hath a perfeft work, when Jeſus is known | un 
to be the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, the Be- | th 
ginner and PerfeCter of every good word and work; | m 
] nill exve to himthat js athirſt of the well of the watery | i! 
of Life freely, to wit, to eyery ſoul that is weavy 
under the burden of fin, and weaned from the Con- 
tents which this world affords, I will give the grace 
and love of God, and comforts of his Spirit. 

Verſe 5. He that overcometh ( to wit, all his ene- | y 
mies, even Satan, Sin and the World ) ſhaÞ inherit 
all things (towit, all the fulneſs of God, and godli- |} f 
neſt in Jeſus, for jn him he ſhall be compleat ) &c. p 

Verſe 8. But the fearful and unbelicving, the abomi- | n 
nable, and Murde: ers, Whoremongers , Sorcerers, and || 

y 
{ 


Jdolaters, and all liars, ſhall have their part in the Lake 
wh:ch burreth with fire and brimſtone, which is the ſecond 
death, to wit, the ſeparation of mans ſonl from all .' I. 
Gecd, Mercies, and the Jying of ſoul and body both . 1 
p:der his eternal wrath. | 

Verſe 9. And there came unto ne one of the ſeven At: 
gels, nhich had the ſeucn vials full of the ſeyen laſt | 
; | OO Plagner, 


Plagnes, ard talked with me, ſaying, Come I will ſhew 
theethe Bride the Lambs wife, to wit, a true Minilter, 


when he hath preached all the power of God by his 


Law to condemn fin , and crucifie the fleſh, and 
mortifie the carnal mind, and wean man from the 
world, and to diſcover hypocrifie, which he calls the 


great whore ;, and Gods Judgments poured out upon 


the hypocrite, which he calls the damnation of the 
great Whore; then he preaches the Goſpel, the 
grace of God to ſinners, and man converted by it, 
which is the Lambs wsfe. 

Verſe 10. And he carried me away inthe Spirit ( to 
wit, he gave me the true ſpiritual underſtanding of 
the Word ) to a great high mountain, (to wit, then I 
underſtood that the grace of God) far exceeded all 
the wiſdom, and righteouſneſs and zeal of man, in 
making man fruitful in all the works and ways of ho- 
lineſs and truth) therefore it is called Gods moun- 
tain, or hillof his holineſs; and thoſe other things 
arecalled mans monntains, as I have ſhewed before.) 
And he ſhewed me that great City, that holy Feruſalem, 
deſcending out of heaven fromGod : Of this is ſpoken 
verſe 2. 

Verſe 11. Having the glory of God ( towit, free 
forgiveneſs of ha. toe 7; the glory of God, to 
pardon fin freely ) and her ſhining was like unto a ſtone 
woſt precious, 4s a Faſper ſtone, clear as Cryſtal , to wit, 
her righteouſieſs, thie righteouſneſs of Ged by faith, 
which is pure without ſpot, and folid as a precious 
ſtone. 


. Verſe 12. Ard it had twalve Gates, which figures 


free entrance for all the Ele of God through all na- 
tions. 
Verſe 13. Aad at the twelve gates twelve Angels (to 


wit, true Miniſters of the Word ſtand round abuut 


that 
- 
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that Feruſalem ; for 'their Teachers ſhall not be re. 
moved into a corner). and the Names written, which 
are twelve Tribes of 'the Children of 1ſracl, to wit, of 
211 the electof God, which are figured by 1/-ael. 

Verſe 14, And the wall of the City had twelve founds. 
t2978, and inthem the names of the Lambs twelve Ape. 
fles, to wit, the foundation of their righteouſneſ 
was according to the Doctrine of the Apoſtles. 

Verſe 15. And he that talked with me bad a poldey 
Reed to mraſure the City withal, ard the gates thereif 
and the wall thereof. By the golden Reed, underſtand 
the Word of God. 

Verſe 16. And the City lay fourſquare,of equal largs- 
neſs on every ſide, andthres gates of three Pearls on every 
fide ; thus it is meaſured to be of equal largeneſs,and 
of equal preciouſneſs, and purity, to receive and 
eſtabliſh the Saints in purity from all coaſts of the 
'world ; and the compaſs of it was twelve thouſand fur- 
longs, \ignifying the enlarging of mans heart by the 
Word of God, that he is not ſtraitned but in his own 
howels. 


_ Verſe 17. And be weaſured the wall thereof an buy 


dared forty exd four cubits, that 1s, twelve times twelve, 


ſignifying the multiplying of the fortification of the 
City, that none may enter in but by the gates, even 
by Chriſt, who is the door or gate by which every 
true Believer enters into the Kingdom of God, or 
life of true righteouſneſs. And this is by the meaſure 
of a man, that is of tbe Angel, to wit, a true Mini- 
{ter, who teaches according as he hath received. 


Verſe 18, 19, 20. Andthe building of theWall was of | 
Faſper, andthe City pare Gold, likg clear glaſs, andre | 


* foundations of the wall garnifhed with pregious ſtones, &C., 
All which ſignifieg the ſo/idity and purity of the word 
of Truth,whereby the Saints enter, & are eſtabliſhed 

FI 


Verſe 22. And T ſaw no Templetherejn, for the Lord 
Grd Almighty, and the Lamb, are the Temple of it. The 
Saints mult have no place to worſhip in, as our Lord 
Jeſus ſaid, The time cometh when ye (hall neither worſhip 
in the Temple at Feruſalem, nor in the Mount of Sama- 
ria, but in ſpirit and truth ;, as a Spirit is in no place, 
ſo ſpiritual worſhipneeds no place. 

Verſe 23. And thu City hath no need of the Sun, nor 
of the Moon to ſhine in it, to wit, of no natural or tem- 
poral light; for they cannot guide them in the ways 
of God ; for the glory of God doth light it, to wit, the 
Grace of God (which is his Glory, as 1 faid before) 
doth teach them to deny all ungodlineſs , and to live 
n all godlineſs; apd the Lamb us the light of it; for Fe 
5 the true light, and the only light, that enlightneth 
all the Sons of God, for Grace is given them in him. 
| Verſe 24. Andthe people which are ſaved ſhall walk 
in the light of it \(to wit, all that are redeemed ſhall be 
guided and enlightned by the free grace of God in 
Jeſus. ) And the Kings of the Earth ſhall bring their 
ws aud honour to it, By Kings of the earth, under- 


and only true Believers whom Jeſus makes Kings 


un*o Their God ;, by bringing their glory and honour #0 
it, underſtand , that they ſhall aſcribe to it, that they 
are redeemed and ſaved, anddo live in the faith and 
fear of Gced, and are not damned, nor live in raging 
Juſts, and damnable hereſie and hypocrifie ; all theſe 
Benefits are from the free grace of God in Jeſus, 


| therefore they honour it, and glory in it with all their 


hearts. 

Verſe 25. Ard the Gates of it ſhall not be ſhut by 
day; this ſignifies there 1s continually free entrance 
into it for the redeemed out of all Nations. And 
there fhall be no night ther (10 wit, there ſhall be na 

2 0 Ee  *- darkneſs 


Difficult Texts in Revelations. 795 


- | and enriched, and all hypocrites are kept our. 


796 An Expolitton of the 
darkneſs,for the Lord Jeſus is their everlaſting light) 
Deither ſhall they need a night to reſt on, for in thar 
They are Believers, 
relt. | 
Verſe 26. And the glory and honour of the Gentiles 
' ſhall be brought unto it, to wit, all that are redeemed 
out of the Gentiles, ſhall acknowledge that they had 
never attained to ſalvation but by Gods free grace. 

Verſe 27. There ſhall enter into it no unclean thing, 
ſeeing all are infefted with the Leprofie of ſin,all muſt 
be ſhut out of this City, as Lepers were out of the 
Camp of Trae, till their fin be manifeſted by the 
Law, as Leproſie was by the Prieſt, and man confeſs 
himſelf Iam a ſinner, a finner, as the Leper cried 
unclean, unclean ;, and the' fnner be walhed in the 
blood of Jeſus, which take&zw@ay every ſpot of ini- 
quity; then ſhall he be adraifted into this City, as 
tae Leper was into the Camp, when the Prieſt de- 
clared him to be clean ; for theſe are written inthe 
Lambs Bock. of Life, 

Chap. 22... 1. And he ſhewed me a pure River of wa- 
ter of Life, clear as Criſtal, praceeding out of the Throne 
of God and of the Lam), to wit, a true Miniſter teach- 
eth that the life of all righteouſneſs is the gift of God 
through Jeſus, proceeding from free grace, which is 
Gods Throne and Glory. | 

Verſe 2. Inthe midſt of the ſtreet of it, and of eiticr 
' fice the River, was the Tree of Life, which bare twelve 
manier of fruits, and gave fruit every month; andthe 
Leaves of the Tree were for the healing of the Nations. 
David faith, Glorious things are ſaid of thee, thou City 
of Ged ;, ſohere are the glorious things z firit, a.Rzver 
of water of Life runs down the ſtrects, as is ſaid before ; 
& now 4 Tree of. Life in the midſt of 1t,and on either at 
the River, which is our Lord Jeſus, out of whole 
Throne 


they are entred into their eternay | 
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Throne proceeds this River, as is ſaid before; it is _ k, 
that which 1s in the midſt of the City, on both ſides | 
the River ; if but two or threejbe gathered together KD 
inhis Name, he is in the midft of them, he makes 
them drink of the River of his good plealure, and it 
is in thema fountain ſpringing upto eternal life, that 
they thirft no more; and he yields twelve manner of 
fruits, that every one may have to ſatisfie his Souls 
hunger; he yields milk for babes, and ſtrong meats 
for the elder; a feaſt of fat things for the hungry, 
and meats and wine well refined for more tender ſto- 
machs, &c. And his fruit is ready every month, that 
whenſoever the hungry or thirſty, poor and needy 
come, they may find with him all fulneſs. By the leaves 
healing the Nations , underſtand , Theres nothing in | 
Jeſis but it brings health to mens ſouls. | 
Verſe 3. Andthere ſhallbe no more Curſe; tor where ; 


dead and riſen again, who ſhall Jay any thing to the , 
charge of his people ? ſor they arealſo dead and ri- þ 
ſen with him; for God and the Lamb hath ſet his 
Throne in their hearts, and they obey molt freely. 

The three next Verſes are before, and the three 
next following are plain. 

Verſe 10. And he ſaid unto me, Seal not the words of 
the Prophecy ef this Book,, for the time us at hana, tO 
wit, when Jeſus is revealed in the ſouls of his Ser- 
vants, it is time that every Chriſtian know the Myſte- 
ry of iniquity, or as Paul calls it, all the wiles of $4- 
tan, and the Myſtery of Godlineſs, or the whole 
work of god in and by Jeſus, to make of ſinners ſons 
of God. | 

Verſe 11.He that is unjuſt and filthy,let kimren-ai r/o 
fill, rowit, refer it to the will of God ; for without 


his power and grace he cannot bealtcred ; m:n m_ 
ek 


5 98 An Expoſition of the 
let that work ceaſe for ever; it is impoſſible for mar 
to do any thing in it. And let himthat 15 righteowy ant 
holy continue ſo ſtill, to wit, pray to God to continue 
his good work, as he hath ſown the ſeed of grace in 
their hearts, ſo to preſerve them, arid water that 
ſeed, that it may bring forth fruit abundantly, 

The two next Verles are befote, aid three follow- 
ing are plain. 

Verſe 171. Avid the Spirit and the Bride ſay cone, t0 


wit, the Spirit of God and every believing foul; for | 


thoſe are the Bride of Jeſus, never ceaſe to invite 0 
thers to come and pray to God in the ſecret of their 
fouls, that he would caſt his hook in the noſtrils;and 
his bit in the jaws of all that are tunning away from 
God in the way of their hearts luſt, and bring them 


back by a way they have not known, and lead thoſe ' 
poor blind Souls to the hill of his ſalvation, and ſhew 


—— coo 4 as was cc. QA YM. 
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them his glory, even beſtow on them his free grace, | 


draw.them to Jeſus, and in him and through him par- 
don their fins freely, and fanCtifie their fouls. And 
let hin that heareth ſay Come, to wit, he whole eat is 
opened tohear and receive the teſtimony of the Spirit, 


lethim cry unto the Lord that he would come and | 


fatishe his Soul dayly with the joys of his free Spirit, 
that he may be able to refiſt Satan unto the blood, not 
to eſteem his life,” but to give it freely for the tell 
mony of Jefus; 41d let bim that is athirſt come , even 
every ſoul that God hath weaned from the world,and 
all the vanity and follies , and all the pleaſures and 
treaſures, riches and honours that it affords, that 
they are all to him as dry husks, that he hungers for 
the Bread of the Fathers Houſe, and thirſts for the 
water of the Well of Life, let all ſuch come tothe 
Lords Table; there's fleſh and bread both morning 


and evening, as the Lord fed E144 by the Raves, by | 
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ſhall be fed with the fatneſs of the houſe of God as 
with Marrow, he will give him drink of the River of 
his pleaſure ; for with him is the well of the water of 
Life. 4d let whoſoever will take of it freely, to wit, 
all that have known their will to be froward and per- 
verſe to all the ways of God, and chuſe rather to 
walk in the way of their own hearts, following the 
Luſts of the fleſh, and Vanities of the earthly Mind, 
till God caſts them into diſtreſs, and made them 
know how evil and bitter a thing it is to follow after 
lying vanities, and forſake everlaſting mercies, that 
in this day of his power he hath made them a wil-- 
ling people, even to be as hired Servants, .let them 
come though they beas a dry tree,God will give them 
a name better than the name of Sons and Davghters, 
and make thern joyful in his Houſe of Prayer. 

Verſe 18. For I proteſt unto every man that heareth the 
words of the Prophecy of this Book, if any man ſhall add 
wnto theſe things, God ſhall add untohim the Plagnes that 
are written 4n this Book: By man adding unto theſe 
things, underſtand joyning any thing with Faith in 
Chriſt, for either righteouſneſs or ſalvation; and by 
Gods adding to him the Plagues written in this Book, ,, UN- 
derſtand that God will layghim under curſe and con- 
demnation by the Law yz ſo that by all the Vials full of 
the ſeven laſt Plagues is figured the pouring out the 
Curſe and Judgment of the Law, and nothing elſe. 

Verſe 19 And if any man ſhall diminiſh from the words 
of the Prophecy of this Book,, God ſhall take away his 
part out of the Book of Life , 6c. By diminiſhing from 
the words of this Prophecy, underſtand,that he believes 
not that faith in Chriſt is ſufficient to work all the 


righteouſneſs of truth and love in the heart of a finner 


to God and to man, and to give him aflurance of ſal- 
\a:10n by free grace. 
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